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The CliAIBlvJAN nsked -tlhe Cormnittee whether i.t would be useful

to set up a drafting suP~co:mmatee. He recalled that the drafting

suo-commit-beo set U!;l the previous year had. consist,ed of' the Rapporteur,

who acted. as Chairman, but did not have a vote, and six me.mbera.

Following upon a (1u8stion from lI,li' •. FLETClillR- COOI\E

(United Kint;dom) I lVU"'. BEl\lSCN (Conlll1ittee Secretary) explained that

the previous year I S report had "been prepared by the Rapporteur of the

Special Ccmroittee; the drafting .eub~cQIlllIlittes had been set up for

tbe .eels pur:Qose of Co-ol'dinating and presenting the written recom­

mendations of lllembers of the Conrmi ttee in a oonV'enient form.

. . .
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ttll'. FLETCHER-COO:KE (United. Kingc1om), SUIJfi0:r.ted b~' t/(I;'. GARREAU

(France) thought that there wae no need to Bet up a dra.ft·'nl.'

Bub-committee at that point, i~f;l,sm,:tCh as only one written d:r'e.ft

resolutIon had so far been submHted.

~JX'. SOLDATOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) supported

the Bugt,estion to set up a drafting sub-committee at once. He recalled

that th~ C6mro.i ttee must finish its work before the openine:. of the

ordinaJ.'Y session of the General Assembly. 'rhe /3ub-coromi ttee would

beBin to preIJare a reIJort while the Committee continued its discussions.

Furthermore, if difficulties arose in the sub-conullittee, or :I.n the

CQDUnittee itself, there would be more time to resolve them.

Mr. GP.RREAU (France) remarked that the previous year the

ereation of a dra.fting sub-conanittee had been necessary because the

Conunlttee had had variouS wTitten communicationS before it1 a

Bub- co:wmittee at present would ap'Pal'ently ha.ve nothing to do. He did

not, h01-l8Ver, object to the establishment 0'1 such eo sub-oonnnittee.

In view of the differences of opinion among the members of

the Committee, the OBA;I:RMAN considered that it would b~ preferable

to postpone the esta.blishment of the SUb-oOIDIllittee.

ITEM 5 OF TEE AGF'..NDA (continued)

a) Social concliMons
, -....-..-----

Mr. G.A:RREAU (]'l"allce) said that document A/922 gave a

satisfactory outB.ne of the social welfare measures. He added. that

a co:rnmiseion of the Ministry for Overseas France was studying a

ten-year plan envisaging the establishment, in each territory

administered by F.l:'ance, of S:P8cial serVices to deal with all questions

relating to social welfare. Until now those functtons had' been

performed __ incidentally with excellent ~esults --by such existing

servioes as hygiene and public health.
Moreover, the social conven"bions were all applied in all the

hon-self-governing territories dependent on France. He hoped that

next yea:£' ·che French Government would b'e able to give more information

about the ten-;y'ear plan.

IYb.". FLETCEER-COOKE (United Kingdom) wished to reply to the

U~ representative's re~kaat the preceding meeting.

/Even before
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Eyen PGfore the creatiOIl of the United Natj,ons, the Un:L ted' Ki-ngcloID

of Greet ,BritE,in and Northern Irelund had striven to concJuldj HE colonial

p0licy 13 ccorMug to certd j,n principles whioh. la ter .oec8.1ue .the bE:. sis of th.e

declaration in Chaptel~ XI. That Cl1[lpter contained nothing ne\'l for the

United Kingdom, ''\'rhich v/as proud of its colonial recOl'd. Moreover,' anyone

was i..,t lHertyt6VHjit,·the ,territol'ies it a'dmi:nistered 8nd811 inform8tion

concerning them vras .. mao.s· pu'b1ic; Hoveve:l:' ,the United KinGdom Governmont

considered that Chepter XI contl~ ined no obiigation to aCGount to, the
for '

United. Nations/the ad.ministrbtion of those terl'itories. In' that matter

the 801e obligation tOvmrds the Or/S€lllization W88 to be found in l~rtlcle 73e
and consisted inperioa,icelly '[jl'E1Hsmitting infor'J:a[~tion on the non-self,·

goYernj.ngterritories,

It was .for that reason th!'lt Mr. J]'letcher-Coolce did not propose to

defend. the coloni.sl policy ot his coun.try, but merely to correct certain

err-ors.

lie gave several eXI':llnplee of the contl'adictOl'Y !l8ture of the USSR

representative's arguments.

Further: Borneo! Mr. Sold.atoy's·assertions were mistf,ken .. FoJ.~

example, the indigenous inhabitants of t,he Gold Coast cultiv"ted. cocoa of

their own free will end enjoyed full oVlnerchip of their enterprises.. ,.

Age in, European students in Kenya p~ :i.d for their educt tion while indigenous

stu,dents received it free. When the cost. of European students" educE.tion

was consJ,dered, it should. be remembel'ed thct they coptrib.:uted 1. 25,000

to the educationa~ bUdget.

The St<,ndG.rd ]'o:!::w, contnu7 to VlI'. Soldatoy's V:iew, hud no bi?-d~ng

force, but merely served as a ~~lde in trunsmitting information.

.. AS to IYlr. Solde, tov' 8 criti.c isms of the insufr'i'c iency of the
" .,. .

United KinSdomrs ef~orts in territories under its administration,

Mr., Flet~hel."~Cooke reCoiled the often cons'idarable d ifficulties i'ri th which

Minin1e'tering JAu'bhori'ties "rere f8ced.'

!l'he United I:ingdom hEld m",de $s muc.h progress in its non-self-governing

territories ~S any other' natibn could have done under the same ·conditions., '

Mr. SOWATOV (UniOli of 8oviet"'Sociclliot Republ'idS) WDS l:lfraid

?t.J::'. E'letcher-Cooke might hGve mi~Junderstood, or mishe,:rd, 'some' of his

observations. He l'egre't,ted that the United l~inGdom representative he..d

replied so promptly ·to his' rema'1"k"s wltl~6ut'hl;jving 't~:k~n the trouble to

b",se his 10 rgumenis ~nd refutations "bn' the"" 'p:r~6is:e" end eOrier'ete facts
cited.
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Educational conditions (Al9l9)- - -----_._-_..._- ---~ .....--'-- ---(0 )

y~. TIEH-TSENG 11 (China) conSidered that as a whole the

information: transmitted on the question waS insuff.icient. He urged the

He denied that hie arguments were contradictory. Nevertheless he,
was willing to return to the points ~aised, by the United 1,ingdO!ll

representa tj,v-e if the latter "Tould prbduce arguments vThich were sounder'

than those he had just used.

Mr. Soldatov exple.ined that he had based his argument solely on the

informe.tion prepared by the 'Secretariat, and to accuse him of serious'

mistakes was to implicate the Secretariat. That point should be ll\ade

clear. If' the United Kingdom representative claimed that there was other

and more complete information) why did he not use it in his reply?

/importance

Mr. Sll1Vj~ Rf~O (Indie) drew attention to the most serious espect

of the agriculture.l situation) namely, the shortage of foodstuffs. As

,yas stated on page 4 of document :./917, agricultural :production fell far

belo", req,uiremen'Gs, and the ma jor problem WoB malnutrition of the

populations. The situation waEi aggravated by the constant inorease in

the peoples I needs. It we S El question not only of ra ising output for

local consumption, but 81so of obtaining Bufficient agricultural produoe

for export in order to be able to buy the goods whioh the territorias

themselves could not produce on ~he interna't;l..onal market. Thence arose

the need to substitute food cultivation for industrial cultivatiorl, or

vice versa, according to conditions. Insufficient 1qlowledge of the
--------~-

potential a~ricultural resources and shortage of Qualified technioians

had likewise impeded the development of' agrioultural production.

The representative of India drew attention to the steps taken by the

Administering Authorities to overcome the shortage of specialists

(1:./917) page 28). Nevertheless, he thought that it would be "Tell to

ask FAO) f'or example, to set up a bureau of agricultural experts to

send specialists to the regions which need.ed them most,

He noted with satisfaction the effective steps the United Kingdom

had taken to combat the harmful effects of erosion. Information on that

very serious problem ",as very incomplete, and he felt that FAO might work

in the fie ld to good purpose.
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iI1J.portc:.nc~ ,and need of permitting ;the indigenous inh80itents to BtUd~r in

their mother toneue; in some territories only. the lnngufge of the

f:.dminlstering Power was used officially in the schools. Thct was the
, ,

ca S8 in French EC1lJ.6tori? 1 Africa; and he wo s a:fre id thE, t the result might

be L\ lo~~ of conta~t '~i~h the original culture.
, ' .

In that connexion the SlUTlI1J.Ury j,n guostion did not g1ve sufficient

details of the comp0f:!i'tion of school i:iime~taoles) parti,Gularly concerninc
I,' -

the number of hours d.evoted to the stndy of th~ Vel'nF.lCU~&r. It 'would

also be interesting to lmow the propd~tion of indigenous te~;cher8. All

those matters were studied by UNESCO, end Nu.'. rrieh-Tseng Li, ho~ed that

UNESCO I S comments wou.ld bo' included in the report to the General Assembly: •
. ,"

OIl.

'Mr. Gf,RRI£AU (]'rance) saiel. thE,t the qu~stion of education in the

vernacular'had been discussed the year before in the Trusteeship Council,

vThere referenoe had s'lso been lllGd'e to the case of French ECluatorial Africa.. ,
I .

He explained tbBt his 'Government had'adopted the follOWing principle~

in territories where a ~ing~~ f~~~9~ had been' generally adopted -- as

'I'I'aa the"case'with ArabiC' in North Africa, for ~icample' ~- that lanGTUage

was taught on the a8me' footing as .:ir.cen~.h; Thus ari Institute for Higher

Islamic Studies had beep" established in' Morocco and instruct:i.o~ there

"TBS given entirely in Arabic. The same p61j.cy had been follm'l'ed in

Indo-China, wheX'e le'seons were given in Ca'mbodian, Lao and Annamese,

which were important vernacular languaCes.· In thot country the French

au·thorities had gone so far as to c.evelop'tab and Cambodi~n in order to

adapt them for' use in secondary education.

In territories such as, French ECluatorial Africa, whe~e the population

was primitive and the dialects of~en va~ied from Village to Village, it

was necessary to use'a common language in·~ducation. French had had to

be chosen as the 'li~~~ fE!:E.~£.' ,'." .1. •n·

In French west. Africa , where there ~as a 'large ntunber of dialects

stemming from Widely differing lEmbJUas~ -groi..l.l:l$) the Situation was still

worse • Neverthel~ss) in l'6g10n6 such 13, s Togoland) the aU:thori ties had

instituted primary education in the vel~qRlat although secondary educatio~

was still glven in French because of the inSUfficient development of the

local dialects. However, the,populat~on otte~ requested that even

primary education a,hQuld, be in, !rElD:c):l: o~cause teaClJ.ing in the vernacular ..

prevented children from purSUing their stUdies beyond the elemental1{
s·tage.
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If Frenel1 had been, ehos,en as the li3-n{3uage for teachinc in some

territories, it 'was soleiy f~r :p:t"actical'r'ea~'~n~ and w~s '~10t 'the .result

of a policy of Frenchi.:fication." Oh the co~trary, en Instj. t:ute :of

Richer African Studies had been established, at Da.kar to develop local

langueges! '

Mr. ]~RRA.G (Eg;Y1?t) pointed, out that, when !'equesting oertain

comp''''.risons) the reDJ:.'es~ntative8 of the Povrers reSl)onslble foi~ non-
., '

self~coverning territor~.es had. indicated neither the provision of

Article 73 under which they made the re~uest nor the countries they

would like to see, comPJared. ThE) S~ecial COJllrnHtee cou.ld Oi;>~ious1Y
not be ihve sted, w'ith the functions of the ~illconom1.c ar~d Social Council.

It 'Would be better to Bend Url,itedNations missions'to all countries,

13 overe iE>n 'or otherwise, to malee comparisons on the spot'.

In co;nneXion y~ih the e,nalysis of educe,'M.onal informtion (A/9l9)

Mr. Farragraised'the iollo~ine points: 1) There were certain non~s~if"

goyerninJS .ter~itories where primary education had ,not yet been ma.de

compulsory;' in certain other territories that obligation was not strictly

obeerved. 2) In territories such' as Kenya and Northern Bhodesia

l?rimax';y eclucation was not "comlmlsory for Europeans. 3) The sta.tistlcs

on the number" of childl'en :r.ecei~ing elementa.ry education ort((Il se.ve

f1@ll~es .\rhich ~ej,"e too high and did .not reflect the real situation. Again]

education in some territories waslirnited ~o the most rwHmentary Imovledge)

and ~rof~ssional training and 4ighereduc~tion wer~ r0flected:· 4) In

such tBrri'tories a~ Morocco or Tu.niSi~ ]'rench was taught to the :detriment

of A:rabic; that 'raG contrary to Article 73.
A year 13,130 the Netherland.s representative had proposed. that ~SOO

should 8tu~r the Cluestion oi'the languages used in teachinc;. The

report' .\~~I)~)~1j:beu. by ~UHESCO (A/AG. 28/W. 2) 'c~ntained nothipg' on 't11at subject J

and Hr. F6}:'rag asiced !>1r. Cortesao to clarify the matter.

In cO;lclusioIl, he SUbmitted to the Conunittee a written :Pro!)osal

regarding discrimination in educa'biqp and'the ltmguageof pu1llic

instruction.
On .the subject of ~ora.l)ariSons the cHAJ1lMAN pointed. but that' the

General Assembly:its·elf haQ. ad.o}?~ecl a res~lution (218 '(lIlY) authorizing

the Committee to 'UtiliZ~ cOill]?arative data.

~1r. FAR8AG r~plied: that in the'ci'rcurostances itvfai{obviously ,

neoessary t~ ~bid.e by 'the A'ss~mblY,'s '~e~iS~(:m.. In'>that ,"dise; however, all:

the Assem.bly I s d.eois:lonf.l should be re'Elpected: -th:ose w-h'b':p~eBSed.f.or the

apIUica:tion of the clause in quest;i.on Sh01,l.ld not refUse to supply pol:ltic
a1

int'o~t.ion ~hich was also menUoned in an Assembly resolut:!.on.
J .. . . ,. . . / lYIr. QABPJrAU

, ' '
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Mr. GARREAU (France) assured the Egyptian representative that

his country had always supplied the ~ecretariat with the political

infol~ation in question.

Referring to the question of lan6~~ages raised by l~. Farrag, he

explained that in Morocco and Tunisia certain subjects were taught in

French because t.here was a shortage of competent Arabic-speakinG teachers

and because there ~'lere as yet no Arabic textbooks in some of the new

sciences. Egypt i tseU had CODle across the same difficulty, and even

Cairo University had han to enlist foreign teachers who taught certain

SUbjects in fbreign languages.

Replying to Mr. Tieh-Tseng Li, who had asked for details regarding

the percentage of staff teaching in French and in indigenous languages,

Mr. Garreau pointed out that inforn~tion on that point could be found on

page 13 of docUTuent A!909/Add.l.

Turning to Morocco, he noted that the number of Moroccan stUdents

had increased from 11,053 in 1920 to 110,000 in 1947. Those figures

alone SUfficed to refute Mr. Soldatov's categorical assertion that no

progress had been achieved in non-self-governing territories,

Nevertheless, the use of a single language for teaching ~ur~oses, as

a.dvocated b~r the EGY1Jtian reJ?resentative, would have certain disadvantages

in Morocco and would lead to segregation among the inhabitants of a single

country. SUch a system ot discrimination would be contrary to all the

Ilrinciples of French administration. Morocco, therefo:r'e, had only

sohools common to both French and Moroccan students Where teaching was in
both languages.

, I

In reply tO,a remark made by the Egyptian representative,

Mr. lWCKHANS (Belgium) Wished to explain Why Members which had to transmit

information under Article 73 (e) of the Oharter asked that use should be made

of "all comparable offic1al statistical information". He felt that that was

the only means of arriving at an objective opinion of the conditions
prevailing in the non-selt-governing territories.

He believed that the best way of Using the information transmitted

wou.ld be :i.'irst to establish curves Showing the evolution over a certain

number of years, and, secondly, to make com~arisons 'With countries where

the geographical, climatio and dem08ra~hic conditions were the same, It

would thus be possible to ascertain objectively Whether ap~reciable progress

had been achieved and whether it was' satisfactory or not by comparin~ it with
that, achieved elsewhel"e undet' roughly similar conditions,.



/Mr. GAIffiEAU

111". TI;:E·';2i,~;G lJ {Cb:!l1=~) ~SBU1'Ci:: tr.3 Fren\Jh r€lprl)s~ntativo that

his olJservations s}:otlltl in no t:t~:;' b> in"~:Jr:Jret'.'ld as criticisms of the

French Goverr"rwnt':J ~Jollc.y 'tm':,:l'b nm~-301f"SOYfll-ni11l> torritories •

In the roalr.i c:.~ o':n::di')n, l:'J\:ev~rJ it could be asked 1Thy the use of

the v0rnacttlrx "'aO :pl'chi'Uitc:d ::n Ut·:} sc:lools of certain territories. It

was undsl'stn.ndo.blJ thrt Yl'cnc'h should be uned in PJanY cases 'but it seemed

that the vOl'nacul::u' ~ou,h~ bt) :'~8CJ. l,;b.n:,Tnrthe teechins ,taff and the IlUpils

Here llerfoctly fn1:lil{.or I<7i th it. In ~·:()r'Jcco:r for instenco) classes in

certain schoolo ~;o:::':; ho 1,~ in. () i the!' !iJ'e.::l1c or FrenchJ deponding on vhich

HaB the mother ton::~u..:; of the in13tl'uctor; it was difficult to undel'stand

lihy the quoEition of UiO t')ach~r'o r.ationa.lit.r should affect the question.

Indeed, :l.t must ofton hr!,:!lCn t.bat 1"2"6n:;11 teachers had a sufficient lmowle d.G8

of Arabic to toach in th~t. lan,Gunt;e. Re:;nrdin:; Indo~Ch1na) France 1-TaS

to be con...';l"atulntod on re·.;ivin(]; cin·t~dIl ind1Bono\.~ lanGuages such as

CamlJodie.n. 'rho Chi.m~!o (101e,~a.t.ion, however, wieh0c', to know whethe~ Chinese,

formerly ver~r ,,~id()-Rrre::,.d in Il~do~Ch1na and nsp6cially in Annatn, vlaB still

used in te~chi~ •

~
Hr. FJillHf,G (1; :;:irt} OllSvl.'Vl)l1 t.hat the Fronch reIl:t"Osentative had

said that Ar''1.1l1c was not. Ql1itO suited to the requirements of sicentific

education and. t1u~:t; ::;;iJ'Pt. i ttlelf had had to enlist foroi(3n teachers. That

was not st1,'ictly cO!'l'ect: ind'30d, all toachin3 in Egypt was conducted. in

Arabic which ha,<l b36n perfectly adaptod to the raguirements of modern

soientific tCl'!'XI.noloGY.. It was truo tha.t ECYJ?t invited foreign teache:t:s,

pa:rticularly Frer.ch anc;' B~itish, but thn:t Has a Hide ..spread 'custom in many
countries and it could not bo infe~l"ed therefrom that Arabic did not meet

the requirements of' modern education.

If :&'l'anco lack€ld an adequate toachil:'J.G sta.ff to conduct aecondar;)r or

hiGhel' education in !Il'abic it would seem that it could approach the Arab,
countl'ies, which HO\,lld cortainly bo able to aUPIlly que"lified teachers o

The French reIlresont~tive had alao said that the indigenous population

itself asked that teachinc; should be in :E'l:'onch. That. 'las certainly

C01'l.'ect for the territories of French \lest Africa and French Equatorial Afrioa,

but it miGht bo doubted whu1jh'31' the situation was the same in 1-1orocoo and.

TuniSia.

Ho believed that the Fronch Govel~nment should endeavour to devaloIlthe

use. of Arabic in t.he non..solf"Coverning territor:taa of North Africa to the

enCl. that. ~t shOUld _. and. that seemed qUite lol3ic~l to him ... predominate

OV-er l~!'ench. ~
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/The University

Mr. FIETCEER COOIm (United Kingdom. of Great Bl~itain and Northern

Ireland) could\not agree with the EGy:ptian representative's vie",' that the

Administering PorTera wel'e being inconsistent when they asked for comparable

information and at the same time refUsed to transmit information of a

polit:lcal nature. Those were tvo entirely different questions) as

could be soen from the two resolutions of the General Assembly.

Resolution llf2 (II) made it quite clear that the tranamiss,ion of general

information was optionalj Resolution 218 (Ill) specified that the

SecretarY-General was authorized to inclUde in, his summaries and analyses

all relevant and comparable official statistical information, In' the' first

case :here Was a recommendation the ap~lication,of which Was left to the

discretion of sovereign States, While in the second case there vas a request

from the General Assembly to the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

The diffcl"ence between the tvTO cascs vTas such that it seemed i1l11J08Siblc to

make them parallel and interdependent.

A/AO .28/SR 7
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Mr. GAllREAU (Fr~ce) said in relJly to the Chinese representative

that teaching in the vernaculal' was not prohibited' in any territory.

French was used in most cases solely because of the practical reasons

already g:i,von. The vernacular was used as much as possible whenevor

local G,)ccLitlons allowed. In the case of Cambodla, for instance, the

vel'nacular ',ye,s the official language of the kingdom, while French was

reGarded as a foreign language, In Annam Chinese had never been an official

lanGuage; it had uno.oubtedly influenced Annamese but was .no lonGer

understood by the majority of the Annamose people. In the near future)

French ,muld cease to be the official lanGuage in Anna1U and ",'ould have

tho same status as in Cambodia.

Replying to the Egyptian representative, Mr. Garreau explained that

Arabic did not play a predom.inant role j.neclucation in Morocoo only

because there "Tere not enough indigenous teacher,s qualified to give

hiGher education. Higher education would be conducted in Arabic as soon

as conditions pernlitted.
"-

It was true that students in North Africa were very anxious to be

tauGht in Arabic. It Was only in territories which had no ~ingl,.la Franco.

of their own that the people asked for teachinB to be in French.

The CBAIRMAN, speaking as the representative of the United States of

America, informed the Committee that a plan for the organization of technical

education was to be carried out on a fairly wide scale in Puerto Rico~
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The Universit.y of Puerto Rico had set up a school of industrial arts

in 1945 to train a snfficient number of specialists to carrJ out a

larc;e-scale proGramme of industrialization. '1'h8 school was intended to

provide for 3,000 pupils f'r01u Puerto Rico and the Ivest Indies area.

Thirty E:~holarshi:ps were offered to foreign students 'by the Universit~r of

Pue:dl.,"': "i.:J:,o ~ The subjects taUi3ht covered the main branches of ligM

indl1st~.'Y•

Re,'jarding tho analysio of information on education (A/919), the

United. States deJ.egation thought that it would be wise in the future

to SUb?ti~it a more detailed stUdy of higher education and tec'bnical edncation,

together with an analysis of the rrk~SS currioula, in other words of the

campaign against illiteracy. It seelned th.'1,t the United Kin3dom had made

plans to that effect and. it lJTOuld be :1.nterestil1G to Imo't'T if that example

vas 'being follmved. 'by other PO'.vers.




