
.sl?Ea~.{'lL COJ.1MI'EPEJTI OW IlITFOEMATIOH IJ.'RI\NSHITTED

UNDER AD':'::::(jT.J1: 73 (e) OF THE CB:A.RTER

SUMr;iAl~Y RI£COli) OP I·,,:m FIFTH :t-'iEl;'IiI~"TG

Held ft LaKe Su.ccoss~ New '2orl\:
on }JIcmd.ay 29 August 19}~9, at 3 :p.m.

U:NBEST,8Icr.i.'l~D

A/Ac.2n/SR 5
1 Selit0TJil,er 1949

EI'TGI,ISJr
ORIGINAl,: JPRENClI

8) United Nations
.....,. """"""

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

COlm:N~:S :

Item 5 (b)

(~. .­

(2)

of tte agenda.: Svcio.l CondHions
HOB,lth (A/921)

Lebol.l:r (,)920)

Chc.:trman: hr. GEIiIG_...__._---...--.-

~'I2..@?£fi.: Nr. flOOD

,NI'. BY CF:\jlt~II~·S

MX'. DG omw Il]E~'O

Nr. TUITI '."::SEIlC.T J..I1

Hr. sv:crSTIlTJP
Mr. do Ml'J3 C11J01',lA

1'11' • FNU\1G

lvIr. GAPJlli'liU

!·lr. SlIIYA El\.O

Mr. s~e:tr;rG

NX'. L!\KING

1\11' • CIJ.ES WOIJ,Ir

1-11' • SOI.JJ.t.TOV

Nr. FLETClIER COOlill

Hr. STOr.re

United States of America

Australia

Belgiwn

Bl'uzil

China

Donmarl\:

DOluin:Lcan ,Rol'nplic

Egypt

Fl'Emce

Ind:ia

Nethe:t:lo.nds

New Zcrlund

Sweden

Uni.on of ,soviet Socialist Republics

Un1 ted Xingcloln of Great Brita.in and
Northe:l.'n Ireland

Venezuela

Any corrections of this. rooord E>hould .. (j subm:Ltted :.11 vn'iting, in

either of the wOl'ldng le.nguages (:B;nglish or French), and within tvo

w'orking days) to Nb:. E. Dola"renuy, Director, Officj,al Records Division,

1\00111 F-852) La,1{e Sue cel;.\ r, • Corr'3ctions should be accomlfanied by or

:tnc clrpoX'atec1 in a lctt;tor, on headed notepaper! bearing the o.ppropdato

s;Ji1l1bol number and 0l').cloi:.1ed in an o!lvelo];l0 niarkea. 1.1Urgent". Correctiom.:

Can be dealt with rllore spoedily 'by the servicos concerned if deleB[,tiom,~

will be good Elnol~gh also to incorporate them in a mimeogz'e.ph€ld copy of

the, re.c,o:t'd.
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ITEM 5 (b) OF THE .l\GElmA: SOCIAL COIIlDITIONS

(1) HOD,ltll (A/921)

The CHfURl'-"",U opelJ.ud tho debate on $ocio.l conditions in the

non-sclf-govel'ning territories and suggest, '1 tho.t tho mombers of the

Special ConunittGe should begin by discussing clOcUIllsnt 1'1./921) which dealt

with Dublic health.

Hr. SPITS (Notherlo.l1ds) wished to drmr o.ttontion to un error

on !lo.gO 28 of the docwnont. It said thero that the latost information

stated that thero was no training of nUl'SOS in Curo.cao; the informntioll

given on pago 5 of documont fI../9'2.1) however, showod that there were

courses of inst,:t"uction for nursos.

Hr. ']}IEH TSING L1 (China.) stated that o,lthough docwnellt A/921

showod that thol'O had boon soma improvemont in the field of public health,

thoro was still 0. lack of tro...tncd personnel and mcdicc.l equipment in

the nonMself-govcTlling to::J:ito:;"les"

J\.t tho last sossion cl' tho Special Conull:i.ttoe, the Chairman had

suggostod thQt tho s:!.ti.1ation might bo romodled by calling upon the

. doctors 'I-I"ho woro thon in displa,ccd porsons CUlllpS. The Secrotariat

roprosento.tivc had SQid that the AQ,mj.nistering Authorities might consider

sending doctors trained abroo.d to the non-solf~governing territorios.

Doci.uuent A1921, how"vver) did not make the slightost rofel'Gnce to those
suggestions •

He o.slwc1. the BOcl'uto.rj.o.t and the reprosontf.i,tive of WHO to give

him some clo.rificntion on tho rno.tter. lie hj.msclf thought that tho

qucc,tion would havo to be studiod by the Goneral ASsembly beforo the

doc'bol'S in cauostion 0011.1(1 bo sont to the non-self-govorning torritories.
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In preparing the analyses,
and drc.wing certc.~n concl1..lsions from thorn the Secro'\:io.rio.t had co.rried out

l'Ir. SRIVA RAO (India.) ,.,rished to reply to ccrto.in romo.rlcs modo

by tho Bolgian ropresontutivo "rith regard to item 5 of the agendo...

r.1r. R~~cllJr.ans had ca,j.d thl1t tho o.nal~Tses drmm up 'by the Secretariat

vToro not vor~i usefu.l, ShlCC they plnced the non-solf-governing

territories in 0. category apart and did not compare them with othor

cOlmbrios of' the 'World. Thus, although he had. not critio:l,zod the

Secretor:1.nt I s 'WorI~, Mr. P..yclallo.ns had scemed to C::Ist doubts upon tho

value of the S~ci~l C~am1ttco.
I

M:l.'. Shivn RQ.o did not shc.ro that opinion.

ITurni:ns to document

Cv very il!lportl:'.ut piece afiror1:. Thoro were n certain number of defocts

in tho doculUents prepared. by 'l"ho ~_ .,orotnrio.t, buJ
.; thoy could b0 explained.

by the m~rcmely limited t ...:ilC which the lattor had had at :l.ts disposnl

c.nd o.lso 'by tho uo.turo of the informc.tion tral1smitted to it by the

1\.dministcr:l.ng ~\uthoritics. In ordor to sntisfy l~r, Ryckmans J tho

Secreto.riat would ho.vG hed to go beyond Cho.ptcl:' XI f...rticlo 73 (e) of the

Chnrtor, whioh it 9~viously co~~d not do. It was c10ar, hawovor J thct

w"ithin tho limit of its fUllc .:'.0116 it had c.c:..iCvcd nn cxco.llont piace

of wOl'k.

In that corutoxionJ Mr. Shiva Bao thought that the specializod

agencies might 8ul?:Plc!llon'~ the information given to the Socrotnrint by

passing on to it tho data at their disposal.

The spocio.lizcd o.goncies should also be entrusted with the task of

dn.wing comparisons. If tho Socretariat had to do thc.tworlc it would

constnntly c("'1nc up o.gcdllst very d.olicate ;poli'ti-CQ,l problems. The

spcciali~cd agencios, howover, wero international bodios fully qunlifiod

to oonsider the facts with coo.pl13te objectivity. The Socrotorio..t could

only formulc.tc j.ts conclusions o.ftor receiving their reports.

If Hr. Rycll;:IDnn' s point of view wore adopted} Che.ptor XI and the SpeoinJ.

ConmittOQ 'Would ccnac to h::.V'o any ro.i80n d lotro. In his opinion, on the

contra.ry, the Comm:i:ttoo should bc ":1:'D.nsfot')llod into 0. pcrmo.ner..t body J

whose basic tusk would bo to ensure the cvor~incrcD.sing application of

Article 73 and thus to promote the prosperity of the non~Golf-govorning

tcrritories.
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Turn:i.ng to cl.ocument JI_/92l, Mr. Sl1ivo. Boo vrococdod to quota :i.l'Jfcnt

mortnl:i.ty stntistics to sho'l-! that tho domographic stc.tistice, given in the

docwnGu't ;'TOro :i.ncol1lp::":.:to. Th:J.t seemed to indicate: t1w.t stc.ticticcl work

in tho non~8(llf~g')voruingterritories was still poorly orgenized. ITe

therei'o:!:o roquostod iVHO to conoidal' the problem.

Ho conSidel'o·a.] fu;rt:lo1")110re] that in d.rCidng up mortality statistics

the Aalilillistcring Au-cho::.'itios shou.ld make 0. distinction bot';ioon l'urc~l

1 b ul t·· '" "i11CO i·t ··rould be intorosting to stud,r the possibleana. ur cn )?OP 0. .~on,~, '" " ~ \}

effoct at' ind.uBt::. J.:1:tzo.tio:. :md ovor"orowding in tho largo urban c,:mtrcf

on tho sprocld of d:i.soo.sos suc'\ C~8 i" .'borculos:":J, ~:·T·J':'· ... ~ cnd :1"01101"

i'ovo:\,'.

lIe complo.inod that doc 1J,;.:;ont l\/921 corJ";:'.i):1.C:c1 'v'C!7 littl.c i:nformQtion

on tho ;problems liiltod iil section II of tho s"~o.~.:'c.r(~ f"~r'l\'l (rvsolution

142 (II). In thnt cr.)I'r.:.cy,:l.,::r, he J:'ofo:rr(~d tho C~nmj..':t(1':J .:.~ ";.11.0 United

KingdC::1 roport, on its torritorios, \'Thioh gr>vc:; i:lt,(.~'Ot·:;::.r.g ~o-t.d18 of its

nchiuvomonts in the; fio:td (If' J.?:~"';VO!1t:;.VG ('.;:1d socicl nc:J.:'.ci.nc. T'no report

o.lso contc.inod vo.luo.b10 illf'L)l',..~:tiOl1 on dive T".lffioc.iui.De:) 1:: subject

'l-1hioh h~.d boon cOr.lplotoly l1ogloc'tod by the cu.tho!'s of docW"no!lt ":1./921.

Thoro wore r.:. g1:oo.t l;.t)"lnb:)r of etudio13 in o~dstonco w-hich cc·ttomptod to

ostnblish cOl1.:lO:xionc- botween the populnti011 's food stn.nc.~rds and tho

spI'oo.d of (lisoo.se. Nr. 81livQ;' Rno thorr..li'ol'c tlLou,sht thc.t 'i:r.TO should make a

study of' the mc.l..nutritioll disousos prcvnlont in. t}~o ::on-seJ.f~Govorl1ins

torl'itorj.os.

In conclusiol1, hi) o:~rrr,;[-1sod the l1opo that t·mo] i{XI.OSO objectives

we,ro sot out in the lest po.rt of documont J'/9':::1] would bOGin to put

tho.t l)rogrox,un,) into offvct bofoJ:e long. Internntiono,l col1c.bol'ntion

would have to 'bo cnlJ.,od upon if the lack of qu.o.lifiod pGrsomml wo.s to

be rc;mecHocl, out et; 'tho scmC' tiruc tho iLiporto.llco of' trc.ining native

porsonnol should not bo n:;:;:jl(;;c·!~ocl. III the f :.ght Cl.S'" :1.:::::t yellovi fevel'

in southorl'l. ASia] 1'01' OXC'J.nplo] the canplQY!11cnt of outsido pc ,:,onJ1Gl w'ho

know nQithor the hebitG nor the iWY of life of "'ho·] 1 1 too oft n
v .0Cl:'. popn a ~ n c.

medo it impossiblo to obto.in the dosirod rosulto.

Hr. l~YCK1,ll'-\NS (Bolgil,ll1l) ,;rishod to Mako it cloo.r that if 1:'0 had

criticized tho docw:"rmt 8ubnittccl by the S ,t . t 't boC";'O" D.rl.a -, J. IDS occuso

it rogm..d.od tho pr~blom of !J'l:J] ".~ hoalth frOl'1 the too liy!~r.tcd nngl0 of

the non.Elolf~Govol.'ninG tCl'ritorios.

IRo was in
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Iro ~vC',G :i.n cor:rr1.;ltc 'lgrcor~ont with most of' 'tho suegcstions put

f'tJl'w'"rd by Hr. S~liy~ r'10 but he thought thnt the pJ:.'oblcm of public 11(,:::1th

should 1)0 Gxa.r'dnod in rCJlr.d~;l.ol.'1 to mnny otllOr probloms.

'l'liG short.o,gv of' pl,jr:Y1nl"!,oJ. and racdico.l oq',lipnon't ~rGS due as Iiluch to the

inposBibility of p'Tovidi:n,g f',)1' the tochllicc;l tra.inixlg of' local iXlri:tonn,Jl

o.s to tho ilw.d(;Ql.\Q.tO fino~lc:J.!)1 l'e8ourcor, of tho torritorios in gtlOoti.on.

Tho :pl' .)bJ.om 'H'C;S tLo:t'c.fr,):l:'C 1'l0W,ld up W:i.t~l tho Cjlw8tion of incrrJc,sj.ng tho

product i vity of It"botJT nnd l'o,:i,eil;1g tho ncrtionoJ,. incopb of the torritorios

in quost.ion.

Furth01'UO;::'O ~ tho :0:'oblcm ~,TCS COlUt:l011 to 0.11 undor-develolJod countrios

whother sovcrcigJ1~)r nOl::.-s(lf··go,·orning. It shcml1 thoj,'oforo bo studied

on C'. worlcl-1,rido soO,10 [,:,110. 1(1.1 f <::(;:):I:C'-' .8houlo. :)0 nr/lo {',o c:stc.bl:L3h ouch

country! El noods [md rosourcoa '\., i'!';h ...'0gnl'd to Il1ou1.cnl pors,)rl.1 )1. If

the n0l1-self-gGvoJ:'J:1ing to:i;.'.l.~;I;~~vr:t€lf:l wero COl',:s1c'o7:'cd rQpn:t:'eteJ.~r~ tho rosult

"Ivould bo o.bs·urd a.r:.d ;It ,,0.$ :1';'0:;:' t;:~a,t VC1~Y :'OC',Don 'tbc,t lw hetel c,tntod erb

0. provious m~ottl1g -Gho;;; E.rt11.Q.~J)S of tho.t .nnt'Jro Dhcula 'bo urdortllkon 'by tho

81'0c10.11zoe1 (l,3011aicG. VlHI).l X'or c~nmrilo J r,tight 'bo Clf>h:dl to drnvr up 0.

gClUorc.l plo.n fo!' c;~ : :'c.son~b,J.Q distrj.vuMol'l. of Tilodicr,l r'Ol.'GonnoJ, nmong

the countries needing th:Jr.1, ,,:01;'(';OVOl', in ,\,' '·JW 01' ·tho sLcrtcgo of trniuQd

porsonnol WO ll.ligllt rolm~ the stcmdo.rd of profoe 8iono,l quo.lificCd;;iol1s

roqu5.rcc1 of porsorJ.s· 'Who vT:tf:lhQU to prcctj.so lnGc1.iGino or dOlltistr;.

With regnrd to the r.O):lpo.:r.ieol"J.s to bo dretwr. oot'l'lCOl1 d.ifforont countrios,

Hr. H;y·cl'r.1ClnS ngrGcd 'i7iti:. £.1r. Chivc, Bco thct 'cho SocT.'ccnrirt WC.S not in

tho bost 'Positi.on to .~cc(;rjrolit-h that worlc. sinco it J:1ight bo btcl"Prctcd
... I'" I '

in D. pol:J.tical Sq:tJEtl). l'hr:::t 'Y[(J.S Cl. fur'cb)r recson fo!' on-trUGti.llg th~t t[~sk to

ITho CHJI.IRI,~AN

'~ho 8P3cir.liz,od o.g€t110JOLt.

1'h'..) roprosontcti"TO (Jf !ndio. hod ['.J,so stc.tod tllo.t HIIO Ghoula enaoc,vour

to improve thQ quo.litY of statistics from tho nOl1~Dolf~govcrl1ing torritorios

(md to f.t1.~c1.y discc.so$ d.uo to litc.l"nut:ritiol1 in thoSO countrios. Thuse

problons c.rQr;.o inmUilCrOu.8 othe:r territories nrld they r:'hov2.,d thcrotol'o be

stucliod on [I, l'.1uch brocclor ;1(.1.10. !l.8 to tho ,~npl.·ovonollt of stdjs ::'il.::3,

Mr. Eycl\no.ns pointod out thnt eloct, ;:s vroro ofton ~(,)O buL'~c to b~ able to

carry out Bystomctio stnti,:.':,:LcGl worl~. Thc.:c wns another problcn which

'110.8 COl:1tlOll 'to all cou~lt:rios cm.cl. not only to tb, n01L··sc:lf~Govcrl1inG

tcrl'?i.toriQs.

It ~.r ... ob J'O '" ''''t]"'r 1"0"0 .!-y'nt "~'lO Spoc:i[~l COTll:1ittoo, which i'lCS !lot"c." v .. u,." l,i •.\"" 'J~ ... J 11-1.<·· 11• .-

COl:lpo.socl of spoc :b;1"; ,. bB C1nd Ifhoco tQrr.ls of rcf'0X'onco "Toro lilaitQd to

the non-e.ol:£,-goYcrning tOJ:rj~~ .... :d::>~ vtn.S not 1lJ[\Hfiod to Lmdortnlw

'Wo:rl~ covering such n VMt fiold.
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The CTIAlf:Jv1AN.. spee'dne as the rep:resent,ative of' the United States

thouSht that so far as the tl'aining of medj.cal assistani::is was concerned)

there vias often a tend.ency to lay stress uIJon the importance of

preHminal'Y education. The TJnHed States had set up a school on the

isl~lld of Guam fOT tb,) tl'aining of assistants. The majority of' the

students recruited. he.C1. ~ad ve-:;,';r l:'.ttle education and had not even been

able to S1-1eak English. Nevel""hlleless, by thu end of' fO'\..1.r years those

young people hl1,d acquired sufficient technical knOWledge -to provid.e

medical aJ.1d d.ental services in the villar;es.

M.r. FLWeClren COGIm (United. Kingdom) staW!.:l that the shortace
not 8 . IT1 ·t iof illedic[)l pGrsonnel 1-laS felt/only in the N,on- elf-GoV91'nJ..l1g ... erl"l or os

but o.lso in countries snch cs the United KinE~dom. The British Government

vras doinG everything 1lossi'ble to remedy tho situation and it had

established special schools, in Singapore, Rong Kong, the l;est Indies

and E2:et 8"ld T,[es'[j Africa amonG other place s.

}lHh regaiPd to dOCHment A/921, he Wished to correct certain errcrs

which had crept in:' (a) it T,-as not true that the training of indi.g0nous

nursss "res entrusted exclusivel~' 'bo ':~1e mieSiall hOT:.J:1.'f:o.l::l, i~as stated.

on pae;e 5; the Bri'tJsh authorHies -themselves '\Vera res'ponsil.,~~e for the

training in their mm "berritox'ies; (b) the inforrr.ation on the University

of Ibad€ln given on :page 11~ was not accurate; (0) the 1945 figures of'

the number of med.ical students in the United Kingdom, given on page l6,
were too 1aH.

He ael.'eed w1th ;4'. Sh1va Reo on the part "Thi ch should be played

by the specialized agencies, but he thought :"at certain problems 'H1:dch

arose in the Non-Selt-Governing Territot-ies should be studied from a

bl'oader anele J as they ,\·r8l"e common to othor countries.

lie Wished to assu~e the Indim~ rep~esentative that the United

KinGdom authol'iMes were doing eveI'ything J?~ssible with regard to

del1logl;'8.J?hic statistics. He pointed out that the statistics on the

spread of malaria in the island of Nauritius showed a disproJ;lortionate

incl"easG for 1947 and 1948; that could beexple,ined by the fact that

a special stUdy on the gU8stion had. been unde1'taken dllring those years.
The statistics should the f b

re ore e regal"ded with extreme caution.

The United Kinsdam had provided a mass of infonnation OIl the guestions

listed in section IJ: of the standard form, but it was obviou.s that the
Secretariat could not 1 1 Cl. • .

ne u 9 :lon a '1'Or~:ln8 doc'.lment all the information
i t ~eceived. '

IRe agreed
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He 13gr'6,ed wHh the Indian, representative t1Jat it was essential

to train indigenous personnel. As an eXElIDplehe mentioned C,:mrus, W!18',i,'0 a

team com~osed exclusively of indigenous personnel bad conducted a

successful C8m})8 ign aga:tns'~ malaria.

He agreed with Mr. Ryckmans that the coUaboration of tl18 spacia::"l:;1t;)(:

agencies could be valuable but be t1.ougbt tbey sl10uld carry out their .

stUdies on a very wide 'basis and not limit tbem to tbe'Non~Self~OoYGrning

Territories,. and tbey should transmit the resUlts of their 'Work directly

to the Administering AutllOrities.

Mr. BENSON (Secrs'tar;y of the Committee) was anxious to offer

ex.planations in connexion with certain rstDElrks that bad been mede.

The l:'epresentative of China had raised the qUGstion of the employmen'~

of foreign doctors in the Non~Self~Governil'lgTerritol'iss) a matter which

was not,dealt with in the Secretariat's analysis. The e.ecre'bariat had)

of course, st~dled the legal provisions in connexion with the problem) ,

but it had to 'be recogniZed that the way in which they would be pt,\t into

effect, which formed the crux of the question) depended upon the Goverrmsnts

concerned. The IRQ bad stated tbat tbe employment of foreign doctors in

th e Non -Self-Governing Territol"ies appeared unlikely to give rise to any

objection of principle.

As' for tbe utilization of comparative dats, the Secreta~:.'at had
, .

made the fUllest possible use of all the information at its disposal. It

has taken as 1't6 OElale the infOl'mation transmitted by WHO and in' a cenc:cal

; way ~n all the publicI'rtion8 of the appropl'iate organs of the United Nations.

The Secreta:da t would be glad to 'rece!vs ,any corrections which miSht be

presented by Governments .. for in view of tbe mass oJ; documents which the

Secretariat had had' to analyze and tne sbort time at its disposal it was

possible that certain misttilk'es had been made.
With' regard to the role o'f WEO or of the sjJecialized agencies as El

whole, Mr. ;senson drew attention to the remarks conoerning the E'tandsrd

f'ol'm for the pTepara tion of informa tion to be transmitted under

Article 7;t' of the Charter J contained in General Assembly resolutiun

142 (II) .. which stated:
lilt 'ie 818'0 to be hoped that international bodies reg,uiring

':i.nforlll8t1on on Non-Self-Governing Territories, incll~dlng thO~d
to which reports ere made under international conventions, will

co-operate as may be neoessary and desired in order that ~he1r

informational needs' may' be satisfied through the :1nfor~t:io~,
1ncJ,.ud1~S' stiP:pl~meptai data, supplied under Article 73~ ~ the

secre,1iary-<lenertd'6:f\ the' Url1ted' Ne t.ions It.
i .



A/Ae .28/SR 5
Page e

The representative of the untted. K::llCdom had pointea out th';c

certain figure sand conclus tons were not correct. NI'. B"~llson "7: S'lCQ

to make it clear that the Secreta~'~at had utili zed ilh;,tE:ver dat~!, 1'21:14

been available at the time th.'3.t it was IH'eparj.ng the an?lysis, and that

in the case of the. figures l'ele.ting to the cidef diseases it ha.'l m:>,c'.e

all the necessary reservations.

pointed out that "some of the fi!3urGs ••.often shoY1 appo.xe:ct substantial

increases in the incidence of Co d:'..ser.38, ul:erco.s ill fact they mean that

the extent of the disease has been more accurfl.tely established. 11 The

information about the University of Ibadan had been te.1{E.n otrtd,ght

from a cOlIlJ.uunica tion from the Uni.ted Kine:dom Gov~rmnent.

'lhe representative of Ind1.a. ha.d been Gurprbe::l that the anal,jrs1.s

prepared by the S0cretar~.at did not conta.ln an;}' 1.n.f'9rmation or comments.

on the question 0:' malnutrition. Mr. Be.:l.Son explained tha.t the

Secretariat had had to co:a:f'iM itself to s~n'iz:'ng and onal:rsing thu

information transmitted l.lnCler Artlcle 73 (0), and to dealing with only

the general aspects of the q,uestion of rmbUc health.

Mr. de NARCHENA (Dominican Republic) said tha.t his Government

was l~eenly interested in the informa.tion t:,;anamitted under j, .... icle 73 (e),

:particularly in the part concerning public health. 'Ite Dom'lni C[;I,n

Rerublic was devoting large sums to the develQl:ment of p.1blic heul th

services. Furthermore., i ts BeOBre~])hical situation ar~d clilD[~ti~ ccn­

ditions were comparable to those ef many of the Non-Self-Governin3
in

Ter~itor:i.es. He felt that/the utili~ation of comparative d3.ta. Ma coantry

could :provide a parti.cularly interesting example.

With regard to the' statement in the analysi::: }ire'!Jc~red by t:,e

Secretariat to the effect that Puerto Rjco had neither a schQol of

medicine nor a school of dontistry, he felt that mention should have

'been made of the faot that many Puerto Ric('..n medical studento wer'3

attending the course of the Santo Domingo F1CU1t3" completing the j,r

medical training in their own count~y at the Institute of TropicEJ.l

StUdies.

Mr. de Marcheno. considered that the Spec::.al Committee shoul-d

recommend that the ~1HO should study the question of the entab:Lls!Jmont

ofuniversal standards which would make it possible for the public healtb

services in the Non.Self-Governing Territories to be improved.

Mr. HILL (World Health Organization) said that the pr;nci~lcs

of collaboration between the HEO and the United Nations had . ·:;,n

established in 1948 by the first WHO Assembly.
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The lIHO was end.eavonring to carry on its work vrithout reGard to

political fl"ontlers. It consid.ered. that it should cleal with tho

teohnical aspect of the problems which had to be studied} leaving the

other aspects to the various orgails ~oncerned, There was cODlpiete

agreement on those points between the Secretariat of the WUO and the

Seoretariat of the United Nations.

The \{HO was a relatively new organizatlon) and was not yet in a

:Position to present its final conclusions on such ques·bions as the

employment of foreign doctors :in the Non-Self-Gov8ming Tel'ritories.

It should be pointed ov:b) however, that the solution of tha,t problem

was primarily a matter for the countries concerned,

In'reply to a remark by the representative of India) Mr. :d.il1 stated

~hat WHo ~'las constantly enla.rging its staff and j.ts activities, It would

Bho~tly have at its disposal the services of several experts on public

Jl~alth matters in the Non-Self.Go~errling1'erritor:Les I and, it had three

regional offlces which would. deal with matters concerning those terl"i-. .. .

tories. The offices' were in Ne,,! Delhi) Alexandria and \vashington.

The question of the most important diseases) as also that of

statistics, wa~ being stUdied. by a vllI~ornmi ttee ,

I~IO had always emphasized the importance of preventive medicinej

the study of that question seemed. to vlHO to be particularly desira;ble)
, ,

in view of the fact that the most important diseases were eSl)8cially .
~, '

~if'e ,in under·developed areas. WHO hoped to Mhieve excellent results

in that field.

,The matter of malnutrition was being dealt with by an organ of the

,WHO worl{lng in close collaboration with the FAO. The loJJIO 'WaS of the

opinion' that malnutrition was one of the evils from "7hieh the present-day

world SUffered most.

WHO ha~ prepared. a programme of technical assistance which iK'uld. be .

incorporated in the general pJ:"ogramm€l dra'Wll up by the Economic and

Social Council.

In conclusion, M~~. Hill s'ta'(jed th.at the vlHO had done all :111 its

power to serve as a. guide and a help to all its members. It asked for

general co~operation,inclUding that ot the Non~Self~Governing

Territories, because it was only in .l.Jhat way that it c,ould provide

really efficient services,. ,

(2) Labour (AI920)

The CHAIRMAN invited. the Coillmittee to take up the examination, ,

of' do~ument A/9'20.

/Mr,: SHlVA Ht.U '
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Hr" SRIVA RAO (.J:nd:'e,) observed t2K\.t the uOOUincnt CO:l~9,:h1E:a ~10

information on the fixL."1G and ra~T.le.u.t of' sc.1..9'l.'.ien, elt!louch ho PE>J:·SOt1?lly

had stressed that aspect 0;: the proble;n the prcvio'.ls :>'el:l.r.

l'l:l.th reearil to aalal'ies) it 1.,ould be i:ltereGti~~g to knoH' 'Vlhetllel'

1fo:rkers in set~sonal j.ndustries received ~1nV;i!ploYi.lellt paJt duril1t; the O,~':tN

seasoll, whether salary levels had risen in propo::tion to the cost of

living ill Non~Se1f~GoVe1"tliJ:lg'l'e:t.'J,'ito:l.'ier:;, whethor ''701'!tel'S VEH'O ubljged to

incur debts; and if so, vhat means t11e7.' t ooit to ob'::edn l'l'.oj,le~r t It lIottld

be well for Aaminj,s'cering Autno:d.tieo, in colla~ora:tiollw:!. th ;'illO, to

study "Wo:drers f diets and occu)?aticne.1. d:BB~}6er..

On th.e m..lb~ect of the wtgl'ation of labom', he dre;-r the attent:ton ot

the Committee to Ilaragra:ph 2 on :!aga 4 of QOO1aw:rt i"/')'i:.O, in vTbleb. i'~

il"0.6 stated t.h:J..t an intensive reer' ',tLient 0:' lr.bour cQt11d onl:;r lwve the

l'esult of attl'acting too gr£3:c a propo!'t,ion of the r:lllo pOLJ1l7.at::o~) 'to 'the

labour centres) whe\'e;as it 'faJ neC6aSal'Y ~o t'ct.:lin eno'lf~h Ll3!l in the

t::":l.bes a:nd Villages to :per:>~tllatl) the :l'ace and to perform local llO);")!:.

It ",as encourag:1.ng, on the other har-cl, to lr.W.l·U that in sc3varel

terri.tor~LI~s thG labour cede had 1H:~e~1 revised end moccl'l:!.zeJ f.nd that the

collective contract was a l'6cognized pj.'/.',ctice. The application of la'Doul'

legislation and. the inspection o'f: un.de1'ta.:,:incs ""erG very impcrtClnt

q\l.eations in thooe territories and it ~louJ.d be helpful t.o re:eive

additiont'l.l infQr,'rn.at:l.on on those points. Roi'crr:"ng to the e.ctivlties ef

commtmists in the trude uniuns, lw explainod ~hQt if the difficulti0s

lia.ble to arise in t:ra't fi.eld i~el'e to be o.Yoj.ded, the best policy vou3.d

be to enccuxa;;8 constau'c 'Progress in the socinl and econol.lic L:o~1o.itio~1;j

of the 'Workers.

!vIr .. P.i\RRAG (Eg~"'Pt) agreed iiith the repre.::l011tD.ti'/e 01' Indi~1'

Re recalled that tho rLO had undez't.aken a. stu6y of 2Ji~ant la'Jour1 a

quegtion "Which COl1Ce:t:·r.ed millions of' illdiv:,i,duels; h9 hoped 1Jll'3.t the

Committee 'Would be informed of the result of tha,t tio:!.'k.

Hr. GP.BRFAU (l!"rance) deel., red tr:s:!; th0 Frer..ch GovernrnGl't Has

keenly interested in the problem of labour legislation in l'!on"So1.f·'

Gove:l.'ning Territories. The conventions c1rawn up by the ILO were applied

in all the ter:t.'Hories adll1i:oistered by Franco) nnd t.he r~.ghts o:f 'trade

unions 1Y'6re also recognized, GO r,mch so that the ind:igE.nous Vlol'ldlJg

population took a.n actiye part in public life. 7~11at poliQy had gj.VI3D

,.~xcel1ent results Rna. hll,n. pl"oveii :pR::.·tiC'ula't"I~~ sucosEtsi'ul in l'TC'.?:th A!:tjolj~

/11t1: .. FLETC.BEP. COOIIJ£
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Mr. de MABCHillIifA (Dominican Republic) dret'T the attention of the

Committee to doc'llmeut A/AC.28/W.9 (page 11), ,.,here the: possibiJ.'ity w~s

conaidsl.'ed of inviting the Ita to cotnmunicate to the General Assembly the

conclUsions of' its survey of ·tho arrplicatioll of international labour

conventions to Non-Self-Governing Territories. Mr. de Ma:rohena

oonsidered, ·that those conolusions might prove of' great interest ..

Mr. RYCRMANS (Belgium) sta.ted, in reply to the represe1:l't~t:J.ve of

India" that oertain information obviously cUd not appeal" in the, vory brief

surmnary prepared by the Secretariat, but it could be found in •. isting

documents, such as the annual reports.
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Mr.. FLETClIEB COOE]] (United Kingdom) stated, in reply to the

rep!6Selltativeqf India, that the United KinGdom Gr.rvernment and the local

authorities were fully awaro of the difficulties presented by labour

migration and were doing their best to reconcile the need for labour 1'I':i:th

the need to leave a 61.lffici61'1t lltlluOer of 'ilorkers in the areas 1.here

recruitment was carried on.

In l,'egard to labour legi-11e.tio~1, the stunrnary a1?peaJ:'ing on pages 13

.and 14 of dOC1lll1en,t A/920 waliil1O'b oomplete, much informa.tion on that

subject ~eing contai-ned in ~l,'mval repol'ts 'wMch had bEJ'en prepared but

whioh 'Were not yet iu the banq,s of the Secl'e'cariat.

As for the Question of the l!J:tportance given to trade unions, to which

the rndi~n re~resentative had refer~ed) Mr. Fletcher Cooke stated that
21 persons who had in the paat playod an act~ve part in the trade union

~ovement in the Uni'ted Kingdom" as 'H ~11 as othSl'" labour officials) had

been Bent officiany by the Db:l:l:;ea Ki:nt%dom Clovart'.u.a.ent to the No:n~S01f-

Governing Territories under ~4;, j'L1r:1sdiction.. ne further indicated that

the United Kingdom Government had received compliments from the 110

?onunittee of experts ,on the information it had fi.lrnished ooncel7;ling tlle

application of the oonventions in those te~ritories.

Mr. BENSON (Seoretaria.t) 8X!llained .that the Secrete,ri-at had t:C'ied

to sum up each question in as conciS0 8 form as possible; and had

therefore been obliged to make a very limited selection from the information

at its disposal. There were, mOl~eove:r, certain gaps which were due to

the lack ot' receut information at the time of the prepara'cion of the doctill1t;:ut)
"

as 'Was the case in the question of the applioation of ,international labour

couventions.. Hereca).le'd tbat the lLO bad set up a cOrnIiJit'cee to study

'}
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that qU6sti')n and 1'TaS prop0sing to examine it in 1950 from the

particular point of view of non~metropolitan ter:t'itories. Another

committee of the I10 was devotinG a special study to the question of

the mig~ation of labour in Africa.

The I10 had IJ:!:'omised to let the Special Comruittee have reports 011

'che sUbject. Generally speaking, it could be said that real Pl<Og1'8SS

had been achieved in the mat'cOl", of collaboration bet~"een the Seoretariats

of the United Nations and the speciali~ed agencies. If, however, the

Special Committee wanted the specialized agenoies to undertake any

additional work, it must make a specific request to them.

Mr. META11 (International Labour Organisation) stated that

collaboration between the United Nations and the rnternation~l Labour

Organisation was an established fact, by reason of the agreement concluded
between the two organizations,

Any country which vlas a member of the ILO and which administered

Non~Self-GoverningTerritories was bound to comnunicate periodical

reports on the application of labour oonventions in those territories,

The Corr~ittee of Experts of the ILO had decided to subject those reports
to a more detailed study in 1950.

In reference to the various questions mentioned by certain members

of the Committee, Hr, Metall rila-de it clear that the 1LO had been

interested in them ever since its establishment. A commission had

recently been established to study the question of labour on the

plantations; a regional office had been set up in India to des,l with

the occupational training of laboU1"1 and the ILO had drafted a convention

relating to oCoupational diseases; the last tvlO annual conferences had

dealt With the guestion of trade unions and the next would study more

particularly the question of salaries. Re was glad that the Cormnittee

had broUght those important questions to the attention of the
Organisation.




