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Mr. BENSON (Secretary):said that the Secretariat noted
with appreciation the.fﬂilowing general constructive
criticisms; -

1. Criticisms of a broad editorial charaéter, such as
that voiced by the fepresentatives of Belgium ahd Denmark
which would prove useful with a view tonéhe future publication
- of the materisl before the Committee.

2. Criticism, such as that vOicéd.by the representative
of India, which would prove usefulﬁwith a view to next year's
informafion. The Indian representative had termed smme of the’
information as meagre, - In the case of .agricultural indebt-
edness, this was probably true: in the case of land cession
the information had not been meagre but the Secretariat, under
obligation to select the ﬁaterial, had omitted much of the
information given on this subject.

3., Criticism regarding more detailed points, such as
special analysis of a question like agricultural indebteness;
which might be studied over the coming year in co-oberation
with the.specialized agenciles. .
The RAPPORTEUR, speaking on behalf of Denmark, pointed
" out, with reference to the Belglan representative!'s remarks;
that he desired statisties to be.presented in such a form that
comparisons could besdrawn from year to year and ffgm
territory to territory. Figures should be given in a ratib
to population, for example number of doctors per hundred .
thousand population. While it might not prove useful to
drav a comparison between Greenland‘and a non-Arctic territory,
it would prove useful to draw comparisons between two |
territories similarly siltuated.-

Regarding currency, he desired figures to be given in

terms of an international currency, such as the dollar and
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pound, as well as locul currency whick, always allowing for
the price index, would yet furnish some basis of comparison.
Mr. KULAGENKOV (Union of Soviet Sceizlist Republics) had
attempted to analyse thz documents furnishing economic inform-
ation in Non-Self-Governiag-Territories with a view to learning
whether the General Assembly Resolutions and‘Chapter'XI of the
Charter had been implemented to the exsent that "Members had
assumed the respoﬁsibility 0o develop‘Selfwgoﬁernment.g,."
Economic advancement laid the foundation for future independ-
ence and emancipation from foreign exploitaticn, Yet, despite
peculiar features of cach territory they scemed to have a
commonr tralt, which was their economic dependence on the
metropolitan powers. The economies were adapted, by
artificial.means if necessary, to the metropblitan economy.
Many EoﬁrSelf—Goverhing-Territories, rich in natural résourcesg
were backw#rd in their development, agrarian in their econonmy,
organized only fto supply raw matérials to the metropolitan
power and the world marketc industrial crops, such as
rubber and jute, wére‘cultivated ingtead of consumer crops
which would feed the population. Bven the industries
established, such as miningglhelped the capitalist monopolies,
which, in control cf natural resources, imposed their own
termé on the world market while at the same time pﬁrsuing a
policy'of reprassion and exploitation of fha Native'population.
Referring to Documents A/587 and A/588, the Tables, he
pointed out, made the onc-sided development clear with their
emphasis on raw materials and agriculture. The state of
égriculture in most of these territeories was primitive and a
‘certain attempt seemed to be made to paint the picture better
than it was. Future development schemes were substituted for

Information on present condit ions.  These schemes were not
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new but referred to methods such as soll prescrvation and the
prevention of erosion, and did not seem to envisagc much
progress in the economy of the territories thenselves, but
rather an inprovement of the national c¢:conomy of the metro-
politan powers, and an opportunity for further capital
investments from which the Native farmers were not likely to

profit. _
If the improvement of the territorial econcmy were

desired, 1t would seem logical to expect a policy of cheap
credits for the purchase of farm nachinery, provision for the
re-organization of agricultural'relationships, and the
redistribution of land.  The metropolitan powers, having
administered these territories for many decades, had not
realized these plians but only those helpful to themselves

and to private capital.

It was stated that in British East African territories
attention was paid to how Africa could help solve the world
food crisis, while nothing was done to help improve the
conditions of the Natives, Regarding French African
territories, Document A/588 stated that agriculture had not
gone beyond the stage where it barely supplied the Native
population. The standard of agriculture and the standard of
living had not been raised; the continent vas rich in
resources yet nutritional standards remained extremely low,

Regarding agricultural training schemes, Europcan
personnel was preferred in the developne

nt schemes, on the

grounds that there wag a lack of skilled workers among

Africans.  Nothing had been done to train Africans, however,

at a time when such training could be achileved comparatively

quickly, The argument ran that since there were ro skilled

African persomnel, Europeans had to he Imported; and, having

imported them, there was no need o train Africans. This was
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a vicious cirqle.

The ultimate objective of colonial policy scemed to be
to increase the export of foodstuffs and perpetuate the
backward, one-sided.economy of Non-Self-Governing-Territories.

,Regapding the mechanization of agriculture, this .
referred mainly to plantations owned by Europeans rather than
to farms operated by Natives.

‘Referring to the Belgian Congo, the only contemplatod
change, appeared to be a further sub-division of land, a con-~

tinuation of employling old-fashioned methods, and providin:

- . Natives with some forest land where the exploitation of timber

would be of interest to the metropolitan power, It was
further mert ioned that contemporapy agficulfural knowledge
regarding tropical areas. was not yet exact enough to pernmit
the employment of modern methods, éu@h as chemical fertilizers,
and that. there was a difficulfy in obtalning agricultural

- equipment due to high prices.

The best land was owned and administered by Europeans,
elther large companies or individuals, while the indigenous
population was forced intp poorer land; jungle, desert, or
even Native reservations which he called ghettoés. I Kelya,
for example, the better half of the land was owned by 17,000
Eurdpeans while the other half was owned by 3,000,000 Africans,
In other British territories two-thirds of the land were owned
by Europeans, and more than one~half was under such ownueship
in other Non-Self-Governing Territories.,

‘Feudal. relationships still existed., The indigenous
population, pushed into reservations, found it hard to subsist,
and consequently sought work‘with Europeans, As a result
_they became serfs, subjectitp’a.special criminai code govern-
ing the ;elationships between master and servant. At other

times, the Native, havirg rented land, was obliged to hand
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over part of the yield tov the owner. He was allow.l to work
for himself all but 189 days out of the year, the latt.r to be
picked-by the owner., Often, he could only cultivate one-
fifth, of his land, being obliged to raisc industrial crops on
the other four-fifths., Moreover, Natives, as for exmaple 1n
Kenya, cultivating their own land, were subjcct‘to sp o'~?
taxes on such land, on their houses and even on thelr wiv.s.
Most Natives,.unable to pay these taxas, werc forecd to l.avs
their homeland under the threat of criminal persccution,

-Even under these circumstanccs, tho supply of « »pevr o
was not sufficient, and in Sierra Leone and Northern Rhodesia,
for -exanple, compulsory recruitment of workers had takcn plnce
despite an international convention prohibiting forccd labour,
and a British code which, however, was not applicnble to
Non~-Self-Governing Territories,

In West Africa the Natives had been "gonerously' permitted
to.own land but were forced to cultivate certain crops such as
cocoa, cotfon, ete,, which were of importance to the United
Kingdom, These crops were purchased at fixed priccs by
. agents of monopolies,

Quoting "Crisis in Kenya" by Aaropovich, London 1947, the
Soviet representative referred to racial discrimination, which,
he 'sald, was prevalent in all other parts of the British
Empire, and to the fact that Natives were pald 504 less than
Buropeans for the same kind of work. Agricultural methods
were so primitive that not even ploughs were avallable.

- No desire was noted on the part of the colonial powers
to deVelop Native industries, and in the Gold Coast and in
Nigeria, for example, weavers still usok century-old 1mcthods.
Productivity of labour was naturally low, with this difference
that while previously the Native peasant had been able to use
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what he produced, he was now required to produce crops
regulated by nenopoly. The peasant was in a constant state
of malnutrition. Agriculture was and remained on a low level
and was retrogressive from the point of view of the Native
standard of living.

Some theoreticians favoured the continued backwardness
of Non-Self-Governing Territories, and their wish to justify
it was based on the colonial powers' desire to perpetuate
their systenm.

As recently pointed out by the Soviet delegate in the
Econonmic and Socilal Council, the development of heavy
industry was necessary for econonic advancement.

In that'body the United Kingdom representative had
attempted to prove the inadvisability of developing heavy
industry, and had opposed the Soviet proposal that such
development should be under the ausplces of the United Nations.
On the contrary the United Kingdom had asked Asia to follow
what it called a naiural development, to produce only the
essentials for herself and whatever was needed by more
developed countries. This was an attempt to preserve cheap
labour and access to raw materials for monopolies,

| In fact, the problem of industrialization of Non-Self-
Governing Territories, not mentioned in the information
transmitted, had to be solved. These territories needed the
assistance of more developed countries, and should reccive it
through the United Nations regardless of mllitary and
political considerations. Foreign capital should not be so
dominant as to threaten the development of independence.
The colonial peoples were fighting for their independence,
and political, economic and social developments had to serve

their welfare, The information before the Committee was
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inadcquate and needed supplementing before a true picture
could be obtained of conditions of agriculture and
industry alike.

Mr. FLETCHER~COOKE (United Kingdom) regarded the Soviet
representative'!s statement as contradictory inasfar as it
accused the colbnial powers on the one hand of setting up
certain develdpment schemes,‘and on the other of keeping the
territories in a state of backwardness; in'pefpétuating
feudalisn on the one hand and removing the Native into
reservations on the other. He denied that thousands of
labourers in West Africa had been driven into slavery, and
termed incorrect the statement that no industries had been
set up in Africa.

The general shortage of manufactured goods had developed
an interest in the industrialization of colonial territories.
But a shortage of capital, capital goods and skilled labour
had prevented a speedy advance.

1947/48, however, had seen the establishment of a
number of new industries in Non-Self-Governing Territories.
The lack of cheap and abundant power supply had also hincered
industrialization in the past, However, Uganda now had a
plan for a large hydro-eiectric station, Textliles, cement,
50ap, fats and cocoa butter processing plants had been set up
in various British territories in Afrieca; in the Caribbean
timber was béing processed and oll and sugar refineries
established, Sierra Leone buillt her own rallroad coaclies
with her own timber, while in the Gold Coast a fund had been
established to help the development of seéondary industries.

Regarding food conditions; he emphasized that the two
objectives of colonial food policy were firstly, to inerease

production for home. consumptlion and secondly, to increase the
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production of export crops which would augment the territory's
revenue and alleviate European and world shortages, The
increase for local consumption had been put first.

- The United Kingdom Government realized the iﬁportange
of proper nutrition standards, and dietary surveys were at
present carried out in several Non-8elf-Governing Terriltorles.
Studies regarding diséases resulting from malnutrition were
also being undertaken. Most territories had school lunch '
and nilk schemes.

Rogarding the -Soviet representativg's'suggcstion that
econonic development schemes, such as the East African Ground
Nut Scheme, led to a deterioration of the Natlves! condition,
he pointed out that any new scheme affected the %ocial and
econonice status of the territory, but that both the Colonial
Development Corporation and the Overseas Fobd Corporation,
the two companles concerned, were by law required to safe-
guard the interests of the indigenous population.

Mr. RYCKMANS (Belgium) felt the Soviet repreéentative
was ignorant of conditions in Non-Self-Governing Territories,
In the Belgian Congo, for exampie, 206,000 persons were
industrial workers. A cenfral power plant had been installed.
These facts alone proved that there was industrial development.
In any event the Commlttee was not competent to pass judgment
on the adminilstering powers.

Mr. GARREAU (Ffance) sald that the advance in

agrliculture and nutrition in French Non-Self-GoVverninz
-Territories had been remarkable. The greater number of
territories used to be in a state of complete aridity due -
.tﬁ drought. The pépulation used to diminish. At the
present time, however, -the popuiation increase was such tﬁat'

malnutrition, where it existed, was due to the fact that
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agricultural production could not keep pace with population

Increase. In 1946, for example, France, herself short of
food, had had to send food to North Africa. And yet
agricultural production in both North and West Africa had
nade giééntic strides. A population, in misery whén France
first acquired these territofies, was to-day relatlively
prosperous, The developrient of Native cultures was the maln
object of the administration.

| Regarding industrialization, rapid progress had been

made where rich mineral resources existed, as for Liistance

in Morocco. In other territories in tropical Africa,.
minerals were not casily exploitable but depended on the
development of railways and roads. A labour #force for such
development was difficult to find, Forced labour did not
exist_in the French Uhion. The population in tropical
clinates could not work with fhe same efficiency as in Europe,
and the health of the workers had to be safeguarded.
French capital had produced considerable results in
formerly under-developed areas., The greatest assurances
were glven to labour to prevent domiﬁation-by rionopolieg. Butb
heavy industry required enormous capital, and the Natives
would have to approach the metropolitan powers or large
financial organlzations for help in industrializing, The
great mining corporations, although he admitted abuses 1in the
past, had fulfilled a dire need. The flow of foreign capiltal
to these territories was necessary for their development.

Mr. KULAGENKOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republlcs)

maintained once more that the lack of industrial development
in Non-Self-Governing Territories, ‘especially in the'Belgian
Congo, was economlcally anomalous. Such industry as existed

alded the metropolitan powers, not the indigenoﬁé'pogulation.
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This was characteristic of all Non-Self-Governing Territories,
and his argument that these territories had remained primarily
agricultural had not been refuted,

The specialization of crops in the Gold Coast, for
exanple, served the infterests of the metfopolitan government,
Econonmleally speaking, the administering powers had done
little or nothing to aid Non~Self-Governing peoples to becéhe
self-governing in the nearest possibie future. -On the basis
of the docunents before the Commlttee, he had reachod the
'concluéion thet it would be difficmlt for any Non-golf-
Governing Territory to obtain political or economic
independence. As an example of the lack of éid on the part
pf the metropolitan powers, he pointed to a British territory
where the inport of wines and spirits surpassed that of all
nachinery imported. '

‘ Mr. RYCKMANS (Belgium) pointod out that industries in
the Belgian Congo, such as the textile and cement industries,
had been established with the help of the Belgilan Govefnment
in the face of the opposition of Belgian industrialists. '
Regarding agricultural Production; most of the products grown
in the Congo were products that cecould not 56 grown in
Beigium. The Congo had t& export in order to.pay for impﬁfts -
a law of classic economics., He added that a request had been
made to establish an alcohol industry in the Belgian Congo,
but that in the interests of the population the davornnont
had not permitted it, |

He emphasized bncé more that the Gommittee had no right
to exercise sﬁpervision‘over the administration of Non-Sclf-
Governing Territories, "

Mr. FLETCHER-COOKE (United Kilngdom), referring to the
alcohol imports to Sierra Loons in 1946, admitted that
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fl?d 600 worth of winee and spirits had been imported, while
only £94, 000 worth of machinery had been imported. However,
if vehicles and other goods needed for production were added
to the latter figure, it surpassed that of wines and spirits.
Moreover machinery had been difficult to obtain in 1946, while
in 1947 naohinery plus other goods needed for production
reeched an inport figure of £396,000, wines and spirits one

of £130,000. . ,

Mr. BENSON (Secretary), referring to the analysis on
agriculture, where the Belglan and Indian representatives had
deplored the lack of statistics, stated that ‘the F.h. 0, was
conduoting a WOrld Food Census during the coming year. The
F.A,0. had declared that the Article 73 e 1nformation on
agriculbure would provide the necessary data for the time
being.' The Secretary~General in communicating the Standard
- Forn would therefore indicate to the adninistering powers the
use which would be made of it by the F.A.0, This would heve
the advantage of avolding Auplieation. |

The meeting adjourned at 5.20 p.m.






