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I. INTRODUCTIOH

1. At its 203Tth meeting, on 23 September 1972, the General Assembly allocated
to the Third Committee agenda item 56, entitled "Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees: (a) report of the High Commissioner;
{b} question of the continuation of the Office of the High Commissioner".

" The Committee considered the item at its 195kth to 1957th meetings, from
20 to 22 November 1972. | '
2. At the 195Uth meeting, the High Cormissioner made a statementif supplementing
the written report he had submitted to the General Assembly through the Econcmic
and Social Council.g/ The Committee also had before it a letter dated .
15 November 1972 from the Permanent Representative of China to thé United Nations
addressed to the Secretary-General {(A/C.3/632) and a letter dated 20 November 1972
from the Permanent Representative of India to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General (A/C.3/633).

1/ A summary of the statement made by the High Commissioner can be found
in the summary record of the meeting (A/C.3/SR.1954).

g] Official Records of the General Agssembly, Twenty-seventh Session,
Supplement No. 12 {(A/8712) and Supvlement No, 124 (A/8712/4d4.1).
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I1. 1ISSUES DISCUSSED

3- Delegations expressed their confidence in the High Commissioner and their
keen appreciafion'of the efforts he had made in carrying out his task. They

noted the role that the High Commissioner had played in co-ordinating, or

' participating in, essential humanitarian actions ﬁndertaken by the United Nations
gystem and requested the High Commissionef to continﬁe such action, at the
invitation of the Secretary-General, in those humenitarian endeavours of the
United Nations for which his Office had particular experfise and competence,
Satisfaction was also expressed at the progress achieved in the search for lasting
solutions to the problems of refugees in spite of the increase in their number,
Partiéularly in Africa.

k, The increase in governmental contributions and in the number of countries
contributing to the financing of the programme was welcomed by many delegations,
and the hope was expressed that this trend would continue. Delegatipns noted thé.
flexibility required by the High Commissioner in the discharge of his duties and
the use that could be made of his Emergency Fund in order to ensure swift and
timely response. ©Several delegations stressed the importance of international
Protection to refugees. _

5. Whilét noting the increasing number of accessions to the 1951 Convention
relating to the Status of Refugees§/ and the 1967 Protocoléj on the same Subject
saome delegatidns observed that the number of accessions to the 1961 Convention

on the Reduction of Statelessness and the 195k Convention on Stateless Persons was
still inadequate. On the question of territorial asylum, several delegations
commented on the High Commissioner's statement and on the position‘reflected in his
report to the General Assembly. At the 1957th meeting, the Chairman summed up the

discussion on this matter.

ITI. PROCEEDIFGS IN THE THIRD COMMITTLE

€. During the debate, twe dra®t resolutions were introduced by Finland

(A/C.3/L.1970 and A/C.3/L.19T1). The first was on behalf of Argentina, Australia,

3/ United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 189, No. 2545,
4/ United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 606, Wo. 8791.
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Austria, Canada, Cyprus, Demmark, Egypt, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Greece,

Iceland, Iran, Lebanon, the Libyan Arab Republie, Morocco, Nepal, the Netherlands,

New Zealand, Norwaey, Sierra Leone, the Sudan, Sweden, Tunisia, Turkey,

the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the United States of

America and Uruguay. Belegium and Lesotho later joined in 5ponsoring the draft

resolution (see para. 7, draft resolution I). The second was on behalf of

Argentina, Australia, Austria, Burundi, Canada, Cyprus, Denmark, Egypt, Ethiopia,

Finland, France, Greece, Iceland, Iran, Lebanon, the Libyan Arab Republic,

Morocco, Nepal, the Wetherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Saudi Arabia, Sierra Lecne,

the Sudan, Sweden, Tunisia, Turkey, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Northerp Ireland, the United States of Ameries and Urueuay. Belgium, Lesotho and

Peru later jJoined in sponsoring the draft resolution (see para. T, draft
resolution II). A third draft resolution was introduced by Sweden (A/C.3/L.1972)

on behalf of Austria, Burundi, Canada, Chad, Cyprus, Democratic Yemen, Denmark,

Egypt, Ethiopia, Greece, Kenya, Morocco, the Netherlands, Norway, Pakistan,

Peru, Sweden, the Syrian Arab Republie, Tunisia, Turkey, the United Kingdom of

Great Britain snd Worthern Ireland, the United States of America and Yugoslavia.
Nigeria later hecame a sponsor of the draft resolution (see para. T, draft

resolution IIT). Each of the resolutions was adopted by acclamation.

IV. RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE

7. The Third Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the
Tollowing draft resclutions:

.DRAFT RESOLUTION I

Report of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees

A

The General Assembly,

Having considered the report of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees concerning his current activities 5/ and having heard his statement, 6/

5/ Officidl Records of the Genersl Assembly., Twenty-seventh Session,
Supplement No. 12 (A/8712) and Supplement No. 124 (A/8712/8d44.1).

6/ A/C.3/SR.195h,

[ons



A)8918
English
Page &

Commending the results obtained by the High Commissioner in the
accomplishment of his humanitarian task of providing international protection
to refugees within his mandate and promoting permanent solutions to the1r
problems, :

Noting with appreciation the manner in which the High Commissioner has, at
the reguest of the Secretary-General and in accordance with the relevant resolutions
of the Feonomic and Social Council and the General Assembly, co-ordinated, or
participated in, essentisl humanitarian actions undertaken by the organizations of
the United Nations system, -

Recognizing the importance of voluntary repatriation as a permanent solution
to the refugee problem and the useful role that United Nations bodies and
non-governmental agencies have been playing in facilitating the rehabilitation of
groups of refugees who have voluntarily returned to their countries of origin,

Considering the increasing and fruitful co-operation between the High
 Commissioner and other members of the United Nations system in the field of rural
settlement, education and training of refugees, particularly in Africe, Whlch
results in better co-ordination of action and greater efficiency,

Noting with satisfaction the increasing number of Governments contributing
to the High Commissioner's assistance programme and the substantial increase in
some of those contributions,

Commending the growing number of accessions to the Convention relating to
the Status of Refugees of 1951 7/ and the Protocol relating to the Status of
Refugees of 1967, 8/

1. Expresses i1ts deep satisfaction at the efficient manner in which the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and his staff continue to
accomplish their humanitarian task;

2. Requests the High Commissioner to continue to participate, at the
1nv1tat10n of the Secretary-General, in those humanitarian endeavours of the
United Nations for which his Office has particular expertise and experience;

3. Requests the High Commissioner to pursue his efforts, in co-operation
with Governments, United Nations bodies and voluntary agencies, to promote
permanent and speedy solutions to the problems of refugees who are his councern
through voluntary repatriation, integration in countrles of asylum or
resettlement in other countries;

7/ United N¥ations, Treaty Series, vol. 189, No. 25h5f

/ United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 606, No. 8791.
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b, Requests the High Commissioner to continue to provide international
protection and assistance to refugees who are his concern, in accordance with
the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly and the directives of the
Executive Committee of the High Commissioner's Programme ;

5. Urges Governments to continue to lend their suppert to the ngh
Commissioner's ] humanitarian action by:

(a) Facilitating his efforts in the field of international protection;

{(b) Co-operating in the promotion of permanent solutions to refugee
problemns, '

{c) Providing the necessary means to attain the financial targets established
. with the approval of the Executive Committee.

B

The General Assenbly,

Taking note of the recommendation of the Executive Committes on the Programme
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, as mentioned in
paragraph 169 of the High Commissioner's report, 9/

1. Decides that the Emergency Fund established under resolution 1166 (XII)
of 26 November 1957 shall henceforth be maintained at its ceiling of $500,000 by
replenishments from the Working Capitel and Guarantee Fund and by voluntary
contributions made for that purpose;

-2, Authorizes the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees to allocate
from the Emergency Fund, under the general directives of the Executive Committee,
" up to $1 million annually for emergency situations, it being understood that the
amount made available for one single emergency shall not exceed $500 ,000 in any-
one year.

DRAFT RESOIUTION II

Continuation of the Office of the High Commissioner

The General Assembly,

Hoting the report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, 10/

Recalling its resolution 2294 (XXIT) of 11 December 1967, in which it decided
to review, not later than at its twenty-seventh session, the arrangements fqr the

9/ Official Records of the General ASSemblx3 Twentv—seventh Segsion,
Supplement No. 12 (A/8712).

10/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-seventh Session,
Supplement No. 12 (A/8712) and Supplement No. 124 (A/8712/Add.1).
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Qffice of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees with a view to
determining whether the Office should be continued beyond 31 December 1973,

Recognizing the continuing need for international action on behalf of
refugees,

Considering the valuable work which has been performed by the Office of the
High Commissioner in providing international protection to refugees and in
promoting permanent solutions to their problems,

‘ Noting with appreciation the effective manner in whieh the Office of the High
Commissioner has been dealing with special emergencies,

1. Decides to continue the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees for a further period of five years from 1 January 1974

2. Decides to review, not later than at its thirty-second session, the
arrangements for the O0ffice of the High Commissioner with a view to determining
whether the Office should be continued beyond 31 December 1978.

DRAFT RESQLUTION ITI

Asgistance to Sudanese refugees returning from abroad

The General Assembly,

Having heard the statement of the United Nations High Commissicner for
Refugees, 11/

Recalling Heonomic and Social Council resolutions 1655 (LII) of 1 June 1972
and 1705 (LIII) of 27 July 1972,

1. 'Notes with appreciation the efforts of the Government of the Democratic
Republic of the Sudan in the peaceful settlement of the Southern Sudan question;

2. Commends the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees for his
. efficient role in the co-ordination of relief and resettlement operations of
refugees and other displaced persons;

3. Reaffirms Fconomic and Social Council resolutions 1655 (LII) of
1 June 1972 and 1705 (LIII) of 27 July 1972 which, inter alia, urged the
organizations associated with the United Nations and all Governments to render
the maximum possible assistance to the Govermment of the Democratic Republic of
the Sudan in the relief, rehabilitation and resettlement of Sudanese refugees
coming from abroad and other displaced persons.

11/ A/C.3/8R.195L,





