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I. ]NTRODUCTIOI,I

J.. At its 203?th meeting, on 23 Septenb er I97?, the General As sexcbl-y allocated.
to the Third Connittee agenda item 56, entitled ,'Office of the United Nations
liigh Cornissioner for Refugees: (a) report of the High Coumissioner;
to,) question of the continuation of the office of the High Cormissioner"-
The Conmittee considered the iten at its t95l+th to 195?th neetings, frorn
2o to 22 November 1972.

2. At the 1951+th roeetingo the High Corumissioner nade a staternentV supplementing
tbe w"ritten report he had submitted to the General As sembly through the Economic

cl
and Social Council.:' The CorDmittee also had before it a letter dated

15 November ]-972 from the Permanent Representative of China to the United Nations
addressed to the Secret ary-ceneral (A/C.3/632) and a fetter dated 20 November 19?2

from the Permanent Representative of India to the Uniteal Nations add.ressed. to the
Secretary-cen et:aL (l/C.3/633) ,

!/ A s'.rnmary of the statement nade by the High Commissioner can be formd
in the sunmary record of the neetinc (A/C. 3/SR.195\ ) .

U Official Records of the General Assenbly, Twenty-seventh Session,
supptenent No. 12 (A/87r2) and Supplenoent l,;to. L2A (A/B?12lAdd.t).
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II. TSSUES DISCUSSM

3. Delegations exptessed their conficlence in the High Cormissioner antl their
keen appreciation of the efforts he bad uade in carrying out his tesk. They

noted the roLe that the High Conmissioner had played in co-ord.inatin5, or

participating in" eseential humanitarian actions undertaken by the United Nations

system and. requested the High Cormissioner to continue such action, at the

invitation of the Secretary-General , in those hruranitarian endeavours of the

United. Nations for which his office had particular expertise and competence '
Satisfaction vas also expressed at the progress achieved in the search for lasting
sol-utions to the problems of refugees in spite of the increase in ttreir number,

Part icularly in Africa.
L. The increase in governrcental contributions antl in the nr:mber of countries
contributing to the financing of the prograrnme was welcomeCl by nany delegations '
and the hope was expressed. that this trend wou-ld continue. Delegations noted the

flexibility required by the High Cornmissioner in the discharge of his ctuties and

the use ths.t could be made of his Ehrergency Fund in oraler to ensure svift and

timely response. Several del-egatiohs stressed the importance of international-

Protection to refugees.

,. 'i{hilst noting the increasing number of accessions to the 1951 Convention

retating to the status of F"frrg.""3/ anal the 195? Protocol-I/ on trr" sane subJect

some delegations observed that the nrmber of accessions to the 1961 Convention

on the Reduction of Statelessness and the 1951+ Convention on statel-ess Persons was

still inadequate. On the question of territorial asylum, several delegations

conmented on the High Conmissionerts statement and on the position reflected in his

report to the Generaf Assenbly. At the l-95?th neeting, the chainlan summed up tbe

discussion on this natter.

1I]. PROCEMTI1GS IN THE TI]IRD COM.4ITTEE

6. During the debate, tnc draft resolutions werc ir-ri:roduced lly Finland
(A/C .3/L.!970 and A/c .3/L.L97r) . The f irst was on behalf of &gEl€lg, Australia,

1/
4/

United ltrations " ggg!X_tq9l!gg, vo1.

United Nations, IlgglXlqgllgg ' vol.
189, No. 251+5.

506,.No. 879r..
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Austria, !g!g:4g, Cyprus, Denmanko Egypt, Ethiopia, Finland" IIgnSS_, creece,
fcelando _ISU, Lebanon, the Libyan Arab Republic , l4loleqc!." Nepal__, the Netherlands,
New Zealand, Norffay, Siena Leone, the Sudan-, Sveden, Tunisia, Turkey,

" the United States of
America and uruguav. Belgir4n and Lesglbg later joined in sponsoring the draft
resolution (see para. .r, draft resolution I). The second. vas on behalf of
Argentina" Australia, Austria, Bunl4di, Canada " Cyr:rus, Denmark, Egypt, Ethiopia,
Finland, France, Greece" Iceland, Iran, Lebarron, the Libyan Arab Republic,
Morocco, Nepal, the Netherlands, Nev Zealarll" !ofgg!L, Saudi Arabia, Sierra Leone,
the Sudan , Sweden, -Tl!i!fg, T.]$SX, the United Kinsdom of creat Britain and
Northern TTelang' the united states of America and uruquay. Bergium, Lesotho anc!
Penr later Joined in sponsoring the draft resolution (see para. ?, draft
resolution rr). A third draft 

'esolution was introduced by sveden (A/c,3/L.r9Tz)
on behaff of Austria, Burundi, Canada " Chad., Cyprus, Democratic yernen, Denmark,
Egypt, Ethiopia, Greece, Kenya, l.{orocco-, the Netherl-ands, Norvay o pakistan,
Peru, Sweden, the Syrian Arab Republic " Tunisia, Turkey, the United Kinsdon of

Nigeria later became a sponsor of the draft resofution (see para. ?, alraft
resolution IIT). Each of the resol-utions vas adoplled by acclamation.

IV. RECOMMENDAT]ONS OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE

7. The Third conmittee feconnends to the ceneral Ass enbr-y the adoption of the
foLfowing draft resol-utions :

DRAT'T RESOT,UTION I

The General As semblv -

* HavinA considered the report of the united Nations High connissioner for
Refugees concerning his current activities !/ and having heard. his statement, 6/

5/ c1a | fi
Supplement No. l_2 (A

of Great BTi

for Refugees

6/ A/c.3/sn.1951+.
7t2 / Add .r
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Commending the resul"ts obtained by the lligh Comissioner in the
accomplishnent of his hruranitarian task of prroviding international protection
to refugees rithin his mandate and pronoting permanent solutions to their
problems ,

Noting with appreciation the manner in which the High Corn:missioner has, at
the request of the Secretary-Genera1 hnd in accordance with the relevant resolutions
of the Economic and Social Council and the General Assenbly, co-ord.inateti, or
participated in, essential hurnanitarian actions undertaken by the organizations of
the Unitecl Nations system,

{ecognizing the inportance of voluntary repatriation as a permanent sol-ution
to the refugee problem and the useful ro].e that United liations bodies and
non-governnental agencies have been playing in facilitating the rehabilitation of
groups of refugees who bavb volunta^rily returned to their countries of origin,

Considering the increasing and fruitful co-operation betueen the High
Conmissioner and other rnembers of the United Nations system in the field of rural
settlement, education and training of refugees, particularly in Africa, which
results in bette" co-ordination of action and greater efficiency,

Noting r.rith satisfaction the inc"easing mnber of Governnents contributing
to the High Conmissionerrs assistance prograrnne and the substantial- increase in
some of those contributions,

Connencling the growing number of accessions to the convention relating to
the Status of Refugees of I95! ?/ and the Protocol relating to the Status of
Refugees ot !967 " A

f. Expresses its d.eep satisfaction at the efficient nanner in vhich the
uniteo ivat@ees and his staff continue to
accomplish theiT humanitarian task;

2.. Requests the High Connissioner to continue to participater at the
invitation of the Secretary-General, in those hr:manitarian endeavours of the
United llations for which his Office has particular expertise and experience i

3, Requests the High Coomissioner to pursue his efforts, in co-operation
with Governments, United Nations bodies and voluntsry agencies ' to promote
pearnanent and sleedy solutions to the problens of refugees ffho are his concern
through vol-untary repatriation, integration in countries of asylum or
resettlenent in other countries:

U United Nations, Treaty Series, vo]. L89" No. 251+5.

U United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 506, No. 8?91.
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4. Requests the High Conmissioner to continue to provide international-
pxotection and assistance to refugees vho are his concern, in accorcla.nce with
the rel-evant resolutions of the General Assenbly anal the rlireetives of the
Executive Conmittee of the High Cc,umi. ssioner ' s Frogranme;

,, Urges coverruients to continue to lend their support to the Iligh
Connissionerr s humani tarian actioD by:

(a)' tr'acilitating his efforts in the ,fie1d of international pxotection;

(b) Co-operating in the pronotion of pernanent solutions to refugee
problems ;

(") Provid.ing the necessary means to attain the financial ta.rsets establishedvith the approval of the Executive Connittee.

-o

Ttre General As s embl-y,

Taking note of the reconuendat ion of the Executive Conmittee on the hogranme
of the United Nations }Iigh Cornnissioner for Refugees o as rnentioned. in
pg"ragraph 16p of the High Cormissioner's report " !/

]. Decides that the Etergency Fund established. under resoLution 1166 (xII)
ot 25 wovei-er t95? sha1l henceforth be maintained. at its ceiling of $500"000 by
Tepl-enishnents from the l,iorking Capital and cuarantee I'und and by voluntary
contributions made for tbat purpose;

'2. Authorizes the United Nations High Cornnissioner for Refugees to allocate
flom the trltergency Fund, under the general directives of the Executive Cormi.ttee,
up to $1 ui]lion annually for emergency situations, it being understood. that the
amount made avail-able for one single emergency shal-l not exceed. $5OO,OOO in any-
one year.

DMFT RESOLUT]ON II

Continuation of the Office of the High Comnissioner

The General Asseobly,

l\T^t i hd f ].6 r6h^s+ ^.,*r,--- -f the United Nations High Connissioner for Refugees, ].Q/

Recau-ing its resolution 2291+ (XXII) of 11 December :!967 " in which it clecidett
to reuiew, not later than at its tventy-seventtr session, the aTrangenents fo" the

SupDlennent No, 12
o/

g/ orfic
Supplenent No. 12 (A/8712) and Supplement No. 12A (A Add.l_
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Office of the United Nations High Conrnissionel for Refugees with a view to
detentining whether the Offiee should be continuerl beyonil 31 Decerrber 1!JJ,

Recognizing the continuing need for international action on behalf of
refugees,

Considering the val-uabfe vorh which has been performed. by the Office of the
High Corurissioner in provid.ing international protection to 

"efugees 
and in

pronoting penranent solutions to their prob].ems,

Noting with appreciation the effective manner in which the Offiee of nhp Hioh
Conrni.ssioner has been dealing with special emergencies,

1. Decides_ to continue the Office of the United Nations High Cornnissioner
for Refugees for s. further period of five years fronl l- January fp|)+;

2" Decides to review" not l-ater than at its thirty-second session, the
arrangements for the Office of the High Comnissioner with a viev to determining
whether the Office should be continued. beyond 31 Decelrber 1,9?8.

DRAFT RESOI,I]IION ITI

Assistance to Sud.aqese xefugees retuning flon abxoad

TlS_SElgraL 39senbll,

Having heard the statenent of the United Nations High Cornnissioner for
fierugees, I_L/

Recalling Economic and Social Council resol-utions 1555 (LII) of 1 June 1972
and 1?05 (IIII) of 27 Ju].v 1972,

1. Notes with apprec-lqlion the efforts of the Governnent of the Denocratic
Republic of the Sudan in the peaceful settl-ement of the Southern Sudan 

.question;
2. Connends the United Nations High Conrnissi.oner for Befugees for his

efficient role in the co-ord.ination of relief and resettlement operations of
refugees and other displaced persons'.

3. Reaffirms Economic and Sociaf Council resolutions f655 (LII) of
l- June 1972 and 1705 CLIII ) of 2? Ju]y I9?2 which " l4_q_glis, urged the
organizations associated vith the United. Nations and all Governments to render
the naximum possible assistance to the Government of the Democratic Republic of
the Sudan in the relief, rehabilitation and resettlement of Sud.anese refugees
colring from abroa.d. and other d.i spl-aced persons.

Ill A/c"3/sR.r95\.




