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1985th meeting
Wednesday, 3 October '73, at 10.55 a.m.

Chairman: Mr. Yahya MAHMASSANI (Lebanon),

A/C.3/SR.1985

AGENDA ITEM 53

Elimination of all forms of racial discrimination (con·
tinued) (A/9003, chaps. XXIII, sect. A.I and A.2 and
XXX, sect. B; A/9094 and Corr.1 and Add.l. A/9095,
A/9139, A/9177, A/C.3/L.1995):

(a) Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial
Discrimination (continued) (A/9003. chaps. XXIII,
sect. A.I and XXX, sel't. B; A/9094 and Corr.J and
Add.I, A/9177, A/C.3/L.1995)

GENERAL DEBATE (contil/lIed>

I. Miss CAO PINNA (Italy) commended the section
of the draft programme for the Decade for Action to
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination (A/9094 and
COlT. I. annex I) relating to research and study and. in
particular. the various well-conceived l?ilot studies cal­
led for in paragraph 15 (cl). Such studIes would be of
great scientific value and could make an important con­
ceptual contribution to the implementation of the pro­
gramme as a whole at aHlevels. Accordingly. her deleg­
ation considered that the section in question should be
adopted and implemented. It was true that in the recent
past the United Nations had placed increasing em­
phasis on educational activities. but no real effort had
been made to use scientific studies in support of such
activities. The recent studies undertaken by UN ESCO
were perhaps the only excep~i n to the ~escl~pti~·e.ap­

proach to the problem of racism and raCIal dlscnmma­
tion taken in the United Nations. in so far as they
addressed themselves to the basic questitlns of the
reason for the persistence of those evils and the best
means to eradicate them.

2. Before the programme as a whole was adopted. it
was essential that the Committee should consider the
question of the timing of its various parh. and that !he
recruitment of outside consultants and the use of eXist­
ing research centres should be given priority by the
Secretariat over the establishment of additional profes·
sional posts. Her delegation was partic.ularly <In~ious to
ensure that sociologists and others SOCIal sClenllsts par­
ticipated in the programme from the outset.

3. With regard to the proposal. in paragraph n (a lot
the draft programme. that a world conference on com­
bating racism and racial discrimination s~oul~ he con-,
vened hy the General Assemhly as a major feature of
the Decade. she noted that the main concern underlying
the proposal seemed to be the need to secure the univ­
ersa� implementatll1l1 of the United Nations rcsoluti(lns
on racial discrinllnation. clpclrtheid and deco!lllllzatllm.
Such rcsllIlJll0nS 'here legion. hut many nfthem had nnt
heen adl)pted unanimously and 'here eithl~r nlH im­
plemented at all or implemented only in part. Then' \\as
no indication that the proposed conference could re­
verse that trend. A more imaginarive approach \\as
needed if the conference was to have a n'al im.~al'l on
world puhlic opinil)l1. Her delegation shalt'd the view

expressed by some that the Committee should strive to
reach a consensus on a broader. widely acceptahle
formulation of the conference's terms of reference; the
definition of racism and racial discrimination contained
in article I of the International (\)llVention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
might be a useful starting point.

4. With regard to the proposal, in paragraph IS of the
draft programme. that the General Assembly should
appoint a special committee to co-ordinate the pro­
grammes and evaluate activities under the. D.ecade. her
delegation considered that the several eXlstlllg Umted
Nations hodies with experience in the field of human
rights. such as the Commission on Human Rights, the
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities and the Social Committee of
the Economic and Social Council. should be perfectly
capable of assuming those resp~msibilities. Anoth.er
possible alternative to the estal~lIshment ?f a spe~lal

committee would be the establishment of a worklllg
group within one of the existing bodies. To take ac­
count of the Clll1Cern that sufficient time should be
devoted to the implementation of the programme. she
proposed that the Decade sho~ll~ be in~luded in the
agenda of onc or all of the eXlstlllg bOthes. She also
objected to the estahlishment of a special committee on
the ground that it \\lluld run counter to the general wish
of Memher State ... to expand the role of the recently
enlarged Council. Under the Charter: t~~ Counc!1 was
uniquely empowered to conduct actIVIties relatlllg to
the struggle against racial discrimination: yet the only
function envisaged for the Council in paragraph 18 of
the draft programme was that of providing "relevant
information". Finallv. lhe establishment of a special
Committee wnuld impose a further straillon the regular
hudget of the lJ nited Nations and on the already m· er­
burdened calendar of meetings of United Natilms
bodies.

5. Miss STOKES (Ne\\ Zealand) said the existence of
racial discrimination was rightly one nf the majl)r
preoccupations of the United Nation", Her delegation
would co-operate f\llly in the effort In ensure t~at t~e

Decade for Adion to Cnmhat Racism and RaCial [)l"­
crimination was a success,

h. The twenty-fifth anniversary of the Univer"al De­
claratinn of Human Rights \\lluld provide an occasion
for each country :0 take stock llf it" 0\\ n internal ra'. ial
situation. New Zealand intended 10 "trengthen its n'ul­
tiraL'iall:ommunitv and tlll'nsl: -c: that its varillu" !'atial
and l'ultural groups l'ould live tllgl'ther in harmoll\I he
IllternaJ racial situalion in New Zealand was a very
good one. tlwugh not perfect In ]Ullt: Ilj7~ a Spt'cial
Rapportelll. apppinted under resolutil1n.X (~XIV), of
the Sub Cnmrni,,,ion Ilf] Prl'\en11lln nf DI"crrmlllatltln
and Protect inn of Minllrities. 1 had bl'l'n illvited to visit
the cnuntry and ohserve all aspects of Its racial situa­
ti,ln Her (;p\ernmt.'nt Illllked forward to rec('iving his

I See Ff(,1'<J>lO'll .:h.lp \11
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report with a view to improving the situation even
further. By inviting ~crutiny hy the international com­
munity, New Zealand hoped tl) set an example for
others.

7. Her delegation was equally committed tLl active
pal1icipatilHl in the campaign 10 eliminate racial di'i­
crimination at the international level. The New Zealand
Government had in 1973 contrihuted tl1 the United Na­
tions Trust Fund for South Africa and the United Na­
tions Education<ll and Training Pr\lgramme for South­
ern Afrka. In pursuance llf L1nited Nations resolutions,
her Government had banned a tllur of New Zealand hy a
South African nlgby team selected on a racially dis­
criminatory basis.

H. Her delegatIOn 'illpported the pmpos';j f(lr a De­
cade f.lf Action to Cllmbat Raci"rn anll KaciaJ Dis­
crimll1ati(lI1, hut stressed that Slh:h <.tction should he a
(;(lI1tinlling pmcess rather than heing limited tn UHe

decade With regard to the draft prugrarnme fl1\' the
Decade. she wished to mdke the general comment that
the prop(lsab it contained should~he streamlined 'iO as
to ensure that there was no overlapping with existing
prllgrammes and research activities withll1 the United
Nations. In the case (If paragraph 17 in particular, her
delegation would welcome th:: c~>t~;b!i'ihment l1f an in­
tern~tional fund to help tht: pellples strdggling against
radal discrimination and apartheia but would like to
see a more predse definition of the aims of such a fund,
to lW\lid overlapping with other Unite<J Nations funds
She supported the propl1sal in paragraph 13 that a
\vorld conference on combating racism and racial dis­
crimll1lltil)(l should be conveneJ bv the General As­
semhlv, hut felt that the terms o( reference f(lr the
conference should he ml)j'e precisely defined in the
draft programme: ideally. they ~h()l1ld he r~latt'd to
article I of the International Convention on the Elimi·
nation l1f All Forms of Racial Discriminati()\l.

9. Her delegation considered that the SOCial Commit­
tee of the EC()\lomic and Social Council \\'as the bl1dv
best suited to assume responsihility for c(l-mdinating
the pr()grammes and evaluating activities during the
Decade.

10, Mr. PO] ANI (Alballlal said that hi ... ddeg,ltiun had
011 v~lriuus (lc(:asions clmdemned ra..:ial discrimination
and lIJ1l1rtheid a... ~Tlr1les ag~t1n ... t humanit\ and tlagrant
viulati(m ... (ll" inahenahle human rights and the prin­
ciples of the Chal1er. The struggle (1fthe African pel1ple
and other peuples l1fthe world again,>t racial discrimina­
tion was part uf the great anti-imperialist and anti­
coloniali'>t struggle. \vhich had the support and solidar­
ity of all freedom-loving peoples and clluntries. The
decisiuns taken at the Tenth Conference (If Heads of
State and Government of the Organization uf African
Unitv, held at Addis Abaha in May 197,. ,md the Fourth
Cont'erence of Heads of State or'Guvernment of Non­
Aligned Countries. held at Algiers in Septemher 1973.
testified tn that solidarity.

11. Most of the resolutions adl,pted lfl varIUUs United
Nations hmJies condemning racial discrimination and
lIpartheid and 'iuggesting measures aimed at the eradi­
cation nf all f(lrms nf racial di'icrimination had pnlved
ineffective. Imperialist forcesstuhbornly clllltinued t(l
implement their poliCies of colonial and racial uppres­
sion and exploitation. The Fascist regimes uf South
Africa and Southel'll Rhodesia were intensifying those
policies. thus Jeny ing the [hl!1 \, hite pcuple their nll1-.t

elementary lights, Those States also served as the
bases from which international imperialism was com­
bating the national liberation and anti-colonial move­
ment'> in Africa and undermining the political and
economic independence of new Aftican State'>. The
recent aggressi()\l of SOllthern Rhodesia against
Namihia and the massacre" perpetrated in Mozambi­
que and ebewhere by Portuguese colonialisl'> illus­
trated that fact.

12. The imperialist Pmvers. particularly the Ll nited
States, continued to give political. economic and milit­
ary assistance to the racist regimes of southern Africa
and Plll"tugal. as well as to Israel and other reactionary
regimes which were openly violating United Nations
resolutkms. Far from being subdued, the African and
other peoples suffering under racial and colonial domi­
nation had intensified their resolute struggle for free­
ddm. national independence and 'iocial progre:is. His
delegation congratulated the pellple of Guinea-Bis'>all
for the great victory represented by the estahlishment
of their independent State thwllgh armed struggle
against the Portugue,>e colonialists. Their vktory pro­
vided enc(luragement to all peoples who \V ere combat­
ing c(llonial and racial oppression. He hllped that those
pel)ples too V\llllld ~ non attain their legitimate national
aspirations and embark lln the road to free and inde­
pendent development

13, Albania \V ould support any concrete measure to
promote the 'itruggle for the eradication of all forms of
racial disclim1l1ation and apartheid. His delegation vig­
(lrously condemned the impelialist Powers which were
supporting the racisl regimes of '>outhern Africa and
Portug,tl and reactillllary forces in l1ther parts nf the
\Vllrld, The Alhanian people st(lod staunchly behmd the
nation,tlliheratHlIl and dnti-colonial struggle of the pe~l­

pies of Namlbid. Alania, Zimbabwe. Guinea-Bi~sau.

Ang(lla and Mozamhique and would al\vay s resolutely
..,upport the .lust ..,tr"·>;gle of other peoples for freedl)m
and natil\llal indep dence

14. Mr. PAPADEMAS (Cyprus) reaffirmed his
clluntry's consistent and whole-hearted support for any
action de'>lgned to eradicate racial discrimination. His
deleg,ltion \\a.., on record as having supported all Unit­
ed Nations resolutilllls in the field of human rights.
including those condemning racial discrimination. It
had heen dmong the first to sign and ratify the Interna·
tional Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination. the International Covenant on
Economic. S(Kial and Cultural Rights and the Interna­
tional Covenant Oil Civil and Political Rights and had
supported the idea (If a Decade for Action to Combat
Racism and Racial Discnmination in the Third Commit­
tee at the preceding session.

15. It was to be hoped that the implementation of the
draft programme for the Decade \Vould greatly reduce
racial discriminatinn in the wllrld. particularly in south­
ern Africa. where it had hecllme a way of life. The
measures to he implemented should he flexible enough
t(l cnver all parts of the world, including those where
discrimination was hased on factors other than colour.

10. The success (If the programme would depend on
the determination of all Member States to strive to
attain its ohjectives and on the availability of the finan­
cial means to implement it. His delegation would go
along with the majority view as to whether the task of
cO-llIdination. review and appraisal and reporting
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should be entrusted to a new special committee of the
General Assembly or to an existing body of the
Economic and Social Council. It would support a pro­
gramme which received the resources necessary for its
success, as well as other measures devised in the course
of the Decade to expand the pmgramme and ensure
the participation of all Member States and the
specialized agencies. In that connexion, he com­
mended the ILO and UNESCO for their past and prom­
ised contributions. His delegation hoped that the pro­
gramme could be launched on the occasion of the
twenty-fifth anniversary of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights.

17. Mr. LUTEM (Secretary of the Committee) drew
attention to the suggestions concerning the draft pro-

gramme by Iraq, the Philippines, the Syrian Arab Re­
public, tht' Ukrainian Soviet Sociali~t Republic and the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics as contained in
documents A/901:f4 and Corr. I and Add .1.

18. Mr. COSTA COUTO (Brazil) suggested that the
Committee should adjourn its meeting an(J continue the
discussion of the suggested amendements in an infor­
mal working group to be presided over by the Chair­
man.

19. The CHAIRMAN said that, if there was no objec­
tion, he would take it that the Committee endorsed the
Brazilian representative's suggestion.

It was so decided.

The /Ill!l'ling m.lt' lit JfAil lUll.

1986th meeting
Wednesday, 3 October 1973, at 3.10 p.lIl.

Chairmall: Mr. Yahya MAHMASSANI (Lebanon).

A/C.3/SR 1986

AGENDA ITEM S3

Elimination of all forms of racial discrimination (COIl­

tinued) (A/9003, chaps. XXIII, sect. A.I and A.2 and
XXX, sect. B; A/9094 an': Corr.1 and Add.I. A/909S,
A/9139, A/9177, A/C.3/L.I99S):

(a) Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial
mscrimination (continued) (A/9003, chaps. XXIII,
sect. A.I and XXX, sect. B; A/9094 and Corr.l and
Add.l, A/9177, A/C.3/L.I99S)

GENERAL DEBATE (continuccl)

I. Mr. KABINGA (Zambia) reiterated the resolute
opposition of the Government and people of Zambia to
racism and racial discrimination in all their forms and
manifestations, whatever the justification and whether
practised by a minori~y against the majority or vice
versa. That firm and basic principle was embodied in
the Constitution of Zambia which. inter alia, provided
in article 25 that no law should make any provision that
was discriminatory either in itself or in its effect. The
Constitution also stated that the fundamental rights and
freedoms embodied in it could not be withheld from any
race or ethnic group on a discriminatory basis, provided
that the members of that racial or ethnic group were
citizens of the country. While aliens did not enjoy the
same constitutional rights as citizens, they did enjoy the
normal status of aliens generally accepted in progres­
sive international law. In actual practice, great progress
had been made in the course of the preceding decade in
moving Zambia from a position of institutionalized ra­
cism which had existed during the colonial em to one of
racial harmony under the humanist philosophy of the
Zambian Government.
2. In the light of those considerations, his delegation
condemned in the strongest tenns the blatant manifes­
tations of racism and racial discrimination that existed
in South Africa and Zimbabwe and the colonialism
practised by Portugal in Angola and Mozambique. It
welcomed the defeat of Portugal in Guinea-Bissau and
the Cape Verde Islands, and was sure that the heroic

people uf the new Republic wlmld eradicate the last
vestiges of Portuguese colonialism. As the Minister for
Foreign Affairs of Zambia had indicated in his state­
ment to the General Assembly (2130th olenary meet­
ing), tlJ.e massacre of innocent people at Wiriyamu and

. in other parts of Mozambique by the Portuguese forces
had hllrrified the people and Government of Zambia.
The systematic repression of the African majority in
South Africa by the racist minority aroused ~,imilar

indignation. The Carletonville massacre, which would
go down in history as a patent act of racial bigotry.
cruelly dramatized the economic exploitation of which
Africans in South Africa were victims. Racism expres­
sed itself in that country not only in economic terms;
the theorists of lIpartheid continued to propagate artifi­
cial political. cultural and social differences between
the races and ethnic groups.

3. With regard to Namibia, which continued to be
occupied by South Africa. he pointed out that the Uni­
ted Nations must fullil its responsibility to the oppres­
sed people, and deplored the complicity of cel1ain
countries, especially Western countries, which con­
tinued to provide the South African regime with arms
for reasons of ethnic, economic and military interest.
Por its pal1. Zambia \\ ould clmtinue to honour its obli­
gations under the Ch"rler. by providing help to the re­
fugees and scholarships to young people and by dis­
seminating information about the cause for the benefit
of the oppressed peoples of southern Africa.

4. The evlls of racism and racial discrimination man­
ifested themselves in their crudest form in southern
Africa, but they also existed in other parts of the worl{l.
such as in the ghettos of North America and in some
countries in South America, Europe. Africa and the
Middle East. where thev assumed various forms. Zam­
bia did not a",c.:pt the vi-ew that each State should solve
its own racial problems, in the light of its own historical
circumstances. Racism and racial discrimination were
crimes against humanity and as such deserved the at­
tention llf the international community.


