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l'ity Council, no less than thirty-four Member states
supported Liberia's complaint, charging that the
Angolan situation constituted a threat to international
peace and security. In June 1961, after resolutions
were passed in the General AsserJbly, the Security
Council also passed a resolutionll which recalled the
two General Assembly resolutionsthat hadbeen passed
and called upon the Government of Portugal to act in
accordance with those resolutions. One of the prin­
cipal resolutions adopted by the General Assembly
was 1514 (XV) which declared, without dissent, that
alien .subjugation, domination and exploitation is a
denial of fundamental human" rights, and ts contrary
to the Charter. The resolution also-caned for imme­
diate steps to be taken to transfer all pewers to. the
peoples of all dependent territories in ::a.ccordance
with their freely, expressed will and desire. Under
resolution 1542 (XV) the General Assembly declared
Angola, among others, a Non-Self-Governing Terri­
tory within the meaning of chapter XI Qf the Charter
and declared that an obligation existed on the part of
the Administering Authority to report to the United
Nations on its administration.

5. Article 1, paragraph 1, ofthis great living Charter,
by which we are all bound, enjoins all its Membere:

"To maintain international peace and security •••
to take ••• collective measures for the prevention
and removal of threats to the peace ••• in conformity
with the principles of justice •••".

However, although the Government of Portugal isa
Member of the United Nations, its representative does
not even attend these debates-in utter disdain and in
complete disregard of the opinions expressed by ma­
ture and responsible Member states which recognize
the political changes which are sweeping not only
Mrica, but the whole world. Within the past few years .
most great Powers, who are foremost among those
considered to be colonialists, have supported the
march of colonies to independence. During this period
of decolonization Portugal defies the will of the in­
habitants of Angola and brutally suppreases their
legitimate desires for freedom and independence.
Innocent Angolans are threatened by cruel and merci­
less military forces whose sole object seems to be
the intimidation of the Angolans and the extermination
of Angolan nationalists. The delegation of Somalia
would like to add its voice'to that of the other peace­
loving nations of the world and assure the people of
Angola that they are not alone intheir struggle against
Portuguese colonialism. The United Nations Charter
has within it many elements that can be drawn upon
to secure the national independence in Angola. We
shall not fail to support the noble freedom-loving
people of Angola in their struggle for their legitimate
aspirations.
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The situation in Angola: report of th~ Sub-Committee estab­
lished by General Assembly resolutionv603 (XV) (£!!!!:
tinued)

1. Hajji FARAH ALl OMAR (Somalia): First of all,
the Somali delegation would like tc express its deep
appreciation to the Sub-Committee for having dis­
charged the difficult' task entrustedto it by the General
Assembly and for its eomprehenstve study ofthe situ­
ation which prevails in Angola-and this despite Por­
tugal's refusal to admit the Sub-Committee into that
territory.

2. The Sub-Committee's report [A/4798} gives us a
clear picture of the existing situation in Angola, and
its impartial comments contain constructive elements
which undoubtedly will contribute to the achievement
of a peaceful settlement of this difficult and most per­
plexing problem.

I .
3. We would not be true to ourselves, to the Charter
of the United Nations or to our brothers in Angola if
we failed to mention the very harsh repressive meas­
ures instituted by the Portuguese military forces at
the Baixa de Cassange in Malange. The Angolans had
legitimate complaints against abusive administrative
practices at the cotton plantation. It is commonknowl­
edge thatthe assignment to suppress thedemonstrators
was given to the Portuguese military forces. Air raids,
including the use of bombs, were carried out against
many Villages, utterly destroyingthem. Those villages
that were not hit from the air were wiped out by a
field operation, and eye-witnesses and reliable sources
of information reported that the wanton destruction of
this single operation resulted in the death of over
10,000 Angolans, Refugees from this brutal strike fled
into the Republic of the Congo, mourning their thou­
sands of dead and homeless left behind. Since the de­
structive actions of the Portuguese are well known to
this Assembly, I do not need to go into any further
details.•

4. We are all) aware that the item: "The situation in.
Angola" is one of the most serious problems ever to
come before th~ General Assembly; it is one of the
most potentially\ explosive situations which gravely
t~rea\.ens internat!onal peace and security on the con­
tlnent of Africa and in the world as a whole. When
.~ngola's problem was"first brought before theBecu-
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diate steps to be taken to transf~r all p~.wers to. the
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"To maintain international peace and security •••
to take ••• collective measures for the prevention
and removal of threats to the peace ••• in conformity
with the principles of justice •••".

However, although the Government of Portugal isa
Member of the United Nations, its representative does
not even attend these debates-in utter disdain and in
complete disregard of the opinions expressed by ma­
ture and responsible Member states which recognize
the political changes which are sweeping not only
Mrica, but the whole world. Within the past few years .
most great Powers, who are foremost among those
considered to be colonialists, have supported the
march of colonies to independence. During this period
of decolonization Portugal defies the will of the in­
habitants of Angola and brutally sup~resses their
legitimate desires for freedom and independence.
Innocent Angolans are threatened by cruel and merci­
less military forces whose sole object seems to be
the intimidation of the Angolans and the extermination
of Angolan nationalists. The delegation of Somalia
would like to add its voice'to that of the other peace­
loving nations of the world and assure the people of
Angola that they are not alone intheir struggle against
Portuguese colonialism. The United Nations Charter
has within it many elements that can be drawn upon
to secure the national independence in Angola. We
shall not fail to support the noble freedom-loving
people of Angola in their struggle for their legitimate
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2. The Sub-Committee's report [A/4798} gives us a
clear picture of the existing situation in Angola, and
its impartial comments contain constructive elements
which undoubtedly will contribute to the achievement
of a peaceful settlement of this difficult and most per­
plexing problem.

I .
3. We would not be true to ourselves, to the Charter
of the United Nations or to our brothers in Angola if
we failed to mention the very harsh repressive meas­
ures instituted by the Portuguese military forces at
the Baixa de Cassange in Malange. The Angolans had
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6. When colonial Powers help their colonies to attain
independent status they honour themselves and they
gain the respect that goes with such an achievement.
~ortugal's long aasociation with Angola need not come
to a complete halt when Angola achieves independence,
as all of us here are sure it will, The association can
continue and become even richer between equal
sovereign States. Such an associatton will do much to
dispel tnternattonal tension in Africa and greatly
strengthen the forces for international peace and
co-operation between the peoples and states of former
colonies on the one hand, and former colonialtst
Powers on the other.

7. The delegation of,Somalia 'would like to aesociate
itself with the optnton.expressedby the Sub-Committee
in its report, in which it states:

" ••• a peaceful solution of the Angolan problem
requires not only a drastic reform of legislation
and administration but also the formulation of plans
to prepare the territory for self-government and the
exercise of self-determination." [A/4978, para. 478.]

8. I would li\:e to add that my delegation believes that
such an approach will leadto immediate independence.
If corrective steps are not immediately instituted,
serious consequences are bound to follow. Therefore,
before it is too late, the General Assembly must act
positively J.gainstPortugal's intransigent attitude
towards making real and meaningful changes. The
friends of Portugal, we believe, should likewise make
every effort to persuade the Government of Portugal
to adopt the spirit of the Charter, which is still man's
best hope for the maintenance of international peace
and security, and persuade Portugal to alter radlcally
its views and goals in Angola in deference to what is
interna.tionally believed to be right.

9. Mr. RIFAI (Syria): The General Assembly is seized
of a question which has arisen because of the otdurate
resistance of one Member of the' United Nations to
moving with the wind of change and because of its
refusal to understand that the march of time cannot
be arrested by resort to legal myth or by refuge in
outmoded concepts which have been abjured by the
rest of the world.

10. When the forces clamouring for ehange in the
status quo meet with unrealistic and stern opposition,
they usually forge ahead Violently and often in the
process threaten international peace and security.
Violence in our interdependent world cannot be con­
tained, and it would be the height of folly to imagine
that Africans would watch impassively the suppression
of a legitimate freedom movement on their continent
or that any people who have had to struggle for their
liberty would tolerate the perpetuation of a human
drama such as that which has beenunfolding in Angola
in recent months.

11. Consequently, one need not labour the point ad­
duced by the Portuguese representative that the situ­
ationin Angola poses no danger to world peace. In
our view, only a parochial evaluation of international
life would consider a situation such as the one obtain­
ing in Angola as an isolated case of local disturbances
which need not concern the world community. It may
be recalled in this connexion that Portugal's rejection
of the Security Council'S, the General Assembly's and
the Sub-Committee on Angola's finding that the situa­
tion in Angola is a threat to world peace, is not with­
out precedents. Earlier in the history of our Organi­
zation, the Netherlands Government took a similar
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stand with regardto Indonesia's fight for independence.
France, later on, was as insistent that the Algerian
revolution was a purely domestic problem with no
bearing on Internatlonal peace. The representative of
Portugal must be well aware of the evolution of these
precedents. One can only hope that the lessons which
they teach will not be lost on our Portuguese colleagues,

12. For the moment, however, it seems that Portugal
is not ready to heed the lessons of history. Apart from
Portugal's rejection of, and non-compliance with, the
resolutions adopted by the Securfty Oounofl and the
General Assembly calling on Portugal to consider
urgently the introduction of measures and reforms in
Angola, for the purpose of the Implementation of
General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV), with due
respect for human rights and fundamental flL'eedoms,
and in accordance with the Charter of the United Na­
tions-I say, apart from Portugalts non-compliance
with those resolutions, the Assembly had to be sub­
jected once again to a tirade from this rostrum in
which a scurrilous attack was made on the work of
the Sub-Committee on Angola. This Sub-Committee,
to whose members we should like to express our
gratitude and for whose work we should like to express
our admiration, has, accordingto Portugal, committed
the grave error of reaching the same conclusions ae
were reached earlier by the Security Council and the
General Assembly. That was its unforgivable sin. It
would be interesting, in this connexion, to know whether
Portugal, which refused to co-operate with the Sub­
Committee except in a very limited way, had enter­
tained the hope that the Sub-Committee would. lend
credence only to information submitted by Portugal
and would ignore other sources of information as well
as the views expressed by the overwhelrr l1J.g majority
of Members of this Organization. We belzeve that the
objecttvity of the Sub-Committee has been clearly
revealed in its report and that the lone voice of Por­
tugal cannot impugn its impartiality.

13. Thus, unless Portugal is really suffering from a
persecution complex, as the representative of Ceylon
remarked in his address to the General Assembly
[1091st meeting] a few days ago, it wouldbehove Por­
tugal to desist from accusing others of being hostile
to its interests purely for the sake of hostility, and
to re-examine the policies which have led to the
present state of affairs not only in Angola but in all
its colonial empire.

14. Ever since Portugal became a Member of the
United Nations the Assembly has been urging it in
vain to face the realities of our world and to abide
by the principles of the Charter which call for the
liberation of dependent peoples everywhere. Portugal,
however, has adamantly refused to heed the call of
this Assembly. With unique rigidity of purpose, it has
never ceased to claim that its so-called empire is
nothing more than overseas provinces which do not
fall within the purview of Chapter XI of the Charter.
The fact that the resort to similar legal fictions
proved ineffective in other cases does not appear to
have made a dent on official Portuguese thinking; nor,
for that matter, the fact that Portugal stands alone
in its position, deserted even by its closest allies and
friends. In an age when far stronger nations like Bri­
tain and France, as Mr. Sulzberger correctly observed
in the issue of The New York Times of 6 January 1962,
havebeen forced by emotional and historical conditions
to yield their colonies, weak states like Portugal are
in no position to maintain empires, even empires

General Assembly - f1ixteenth Session - Plenary Meetings12'34
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6. When coloni:;tl Powers help their colonies to attain
independent status they honour themselves and they
gain the respect that goes with such an achievement.
~ortugal's long aSfJociation with Angola need not come
to a complete halt when Angola achieves independence,
as all of us here are sure it VI·ill. The association can
continue and become even richer between equal
sovereign States. Such an associ~tion will do :rp.uch to
dispel inte.l~national tl9nsion in Africa and greatly
strengthen the forces for international peace and
co-operation between the peoples and states of former
colonies on the Onp hand, and former colonialist
Powers on the other.

7. The delegation of, Somalia 'would like to li.;;;:;ociate
itself with the opinion,expressedby the Sub-Committee
in its report, in which it states:

" ••• a peaceful solution of the Angolan problem
requires not only a drastic reform of legislation
and administration but also the formulation of plans
to prepare the territory for self-government andthe
exercise of self-determination." [A/4978, para. 478.]

8. I would li\:e to add that my delegation believes that
such an approach will leadto immediate independence.
If corrective steps are not immediately instituted,
serious consequences are bound to follow. Therefore,
before it is too late, the General Assembly must act
positively J.gainstPortugal's intransigent attitude
t.owards making real and meaningful changes. The
friends of Portugal, we believe, should likewise make
every effort to persuade the Government of Portugal
to adopt the spirit of the Charter, which is still man's
best hope for the maintenance of international peace
and security, and persuade Portugal to alter radica.lly
its vieWS and goals in Angola in deference to what is
interna.tionally believed to be right.

9. Mr. RIFAI (Syria): The General Assembly is seized
of a question which has arisen because ofthe otdurate
resistance of one Member of the' United Nations to
moving with the wind of change and because of its
refusal to understand that the march of time cannot
be arrested by resort to legal myth or by refuge in
outmoded concepts which have been abjUred by the
rest of the world.

10. When the forces clamouring for "Jhange in the
status quo meet with unrealistic and stern opposition,
they usually forge ahead Violently and ofteli in the
process threaten international peace and security.
Violence in our interdependent world cannot be con­
tained, and it would be the height of folly to imagine
that Africans would watch impassively the suppression
of a legitimate freedom movement on their continent
or that any people who have had to struggle for their
liberty would tolerate the perpetuation of a human
drama such as that which has beenunfolding in Angola
in recent months.

11. Consequently, one need not labour the point ad­
duced by the Portuguese representative that the situ­
ationin Angola poses no danger to world peace. In
our view, only a parochial evaluation of international
life would consider a situation such as the one obtain­
ing in Angola as an isolated case of local disturbances
which need not concern the world community. It may
be recalled in this connexion that Portugal's rejection
of the Security Council'S, the General Assembly's and
the Sub-Committee on Angola's finding that the situa-'
tion in Angola is a threat to world peace, is not with­
out precedents. Earlier in the history of our Organi­
zation, the Netherlands Government took a similar
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stand with regardto Indonesia's fight for independence.
France, later on, was as insistent that the Algerian
revolution was a purely domestic problem with no
bearing on internp.tional peace. The representative of
Portugal must be well aware 9f the evolution of these
precedents. One can only hope that the lessons which
they teach will not be lost on our Portuguese colleagqes.

12. For the moment, however, it seems that Portugal
is not ready to heed the lessons of history. Apart from
Portugal's rejection of, and non-compliance with, thtJ
resolutions adopted by the Secur:ity Cou.ncil and the
General Assembly calling on Portugal to consider
urgently the introduction of measures and reforml:i in
Angola, for the purpose of the impl.ementation of
General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV), with due
respect for human rights and fundamental flL'eedoms,
and in accordance with the Charter of the United Na­
tions-I say, apart from PortugaPs non-compliance
with those resolutions, the Assembly had to be 3ub­
jected once again to a tirade from this rostrum in
which a scurrilous attack was made on the work of
the Sub-Committee on Angola. This Sub-Committee,
to wllose members we should like to express our
gratitude and foi' whose work we should like to express
our admiration, has, accordingto Portugal, committed
the grave error of reaching the same conclusions ae
were reached earlier by the Security Council and the
General Assembly. That was its unforgivable sin. It
would be interesting, in this connexion, to know whether
Portugal, which refused to co-operate with the Sub­
Committee except in a very limited way, had enter­
tained the hope that the Sub-Committee would. lend
credence only to information submitted by Portugal
and would ignore other sources of information as well
as the views expressed by the overwhelrr l1J.g majority
of Members of this Organization. We belleve that the
objectiVity of the Sub-Committee has been clearly
revealed in its report and that the lone voice of Por­
tugal oannot impugn its impartiality.

13. Thus, unless Portugal is really suffering from a
persecution complex, as the representativt;~of Ceylon
remarked in his address to the General Assembly
[1091st meeting] a few days ago, it wouldbElhove Por­
tugal to desist from accusing others of being hostile
to its interests purely for the sake of hostility, and
to re-examine the policies which have led to the
present state of affairs not only in Angola but in all
its colonial empire.

14. Ever since Portugal became a Member of the
United Nations the Assembly has been urging it in
vain to face the realities of our world an,d to abide
by the principles of the Charter which call for the
liberation of dependent peoples everywhere. Portugal,
however, has adamantly refused to heed the call of
this Assembly. With unique rigidity of purpose, it has
never ceased to claim that its so-called empire is
nothing more than overseas provinces which do not
fall within the purview of Chapter XI of the Charter.
The fact that the resort to similar legal fictions
proved ineffective in other cases does not appear to
have made a dent on official Portuguese thinking; nor,
for that matter, the fact that Portugal stands alone
in its position, deserted even by its closest allies and
friends. In an age when far stronger nations like Bri­
tain and France, as Mr. Sulzberger correctly observed
in the issue of The New York Times of 6 January 1962,
have·been forced by emotional and historical conditions
to yield their colonies, weak states like Portugal are
in no position to maintain empires, even empires
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semantically camouflaged as over-seas provinces. As
he says:

"Unwillingness to recognize the reality of the anti­
colonial revolution and unwillingness to face the
needs of modern social evolution have been costly
lapses. Nevertheless, the Government continues
to argue. with more bitterness than logic that its
past course has been wise."

However, as a Portuguese writer put it:

itThe one-nation theory is a legal expedient which
never. :really convinced anyone except those who
invented and enforced it."

15. It would be unprofitable at this stage to go into
the history of the Portuguese empire in order to ex­
amine the origin of this one-nation theory. The story
of how ~his empire came to be is well known, and the
reasons for its legal metamorphosis into overseas
provinces is also well known. .

"Historically", as Professor Duffy, in an article
entitled "Portugal in Africa" in Foreign Affairs,
put it, "the three areas, that is, Angola, Mozambique,
and Portuguese Guinea, have always been colonies,
no matter whether they were called 'overseas pro­
vinces', as in the nineteenth century, or 'colonies',
as in the early days of the Salazar regime, or, as
in the 1950's when the regime began to build up its
case for remaining in Africa, 'overseas provinces'
again. The fact"-which is now confirmed by the
Committee's report-"is that more than 95 per cent
of the population of Portuguese Mrica are not en­
franchised citizens of Portugal. They have no civil
rights, and are legally regarded as wards of the
State governed under a 'regime do indigenato' ad­
ministered by officials of the Overseas Ministry,
formerly the Colonial Ministry."U

16. Another author, and this one a Portuguese,
Antonio de Figueiredo, in a work published as late as
May 1961, ha; the following to say about the "overseas
provinces" :

"The overwhelming majority of Mricans who in­
habit these Territories have hardly been touched by
civilization or, more precisely, by the benefits of
civilization. Out of ten and a half million people •••
over ninety-nine per cent are illiterate. Less than
four per cent in Mozambique and less than eight
per cent in Angola know how to' speak Portuguese at
all. Less than five per cent in Mozambique and less
than ten per cent in Angola live in and around the
white man' s towns, the only centres where some
development is achieved by the natural process of
social contact. If there has been any serious interest
in these people, it has been in how better to shape
their lives to economic exploitation. "21

17. Then the author goes on to say that:

"Portuguese and foreign students of African af­
fairs, misled by the talk of 'assimilation'., have come
to think that the 'assimilado, system hr.s been de­
vised to give Mricans the rights of of..izenship, At
first s.ight,by contrast with other colonial policies,
the idea that Africans, after meeting with some
qualifications, could earn the 'generous concession'
of citizen rights looks stimulating. But assimilation,

y Foreign Affairs. April 1961, p. 484.
1.J Antonio de Figueiredo, Portugal and its Empire: the Truth (London,

Victol'.GoUancz, 1961), p. 94.

'partnership', and their friendly opposite 'apartheid'
are all features of colonialist mythology• The white
man cannot ignore the realities of African "demo­
graphy, and out of moral and political necessity he
finds elaborate theortes which he applies more or
less to suit himself."j./

18. No one who knows the political, economic and
social facts about the so-called overseas provinces
could possibly contradict this statement.of Antonio de
Ftguetredo, According to the latest count, less than
one in a hundred Africans in Angola have attained the
rights of citizens. It would be. interesting ~Q know
whether even these aasimtlated 'people have any say
in the conduct of their country's affairs. That the ad­
ministration of these overseas provinces is pater­
nalistic is, according to every available information,
also beyond the shadow of doubt. The chain of authority
peeses in unbroken succession from the Overseas
Ministry in Lisbon down to the hand-picked village
chiefs. Quoting again from Mr. Duffy's article:

. "Political rights for Africans do not .exist, :ro:Jor
has paternalism brought measurable materialbene­
fit to the African population. The imbalance between
the cost of Iiving In Angola and Mozambique and the
average wage-about $6 a month-is extreme. Educa­
tion for the Afrtcans , less than three per cent of
whom are ltterate, is totally Inadequate, The possi­
bilities for the African child to obtain more than
three years of so-called rudimentary education are
remote. Beyond ithe cities, large towns, and several
mission stations, health services scarcely exist.
Partly, by necessity, but also partly by intent, the
African has been maintained in a world of medieval
ignorance and isolation."~

19. The general lines of this bleak picture have been
confirmed by the report of the Sub-Committee on the
Situation in Angola. We have been informed, however,
that recently, as late as 8 September 1961, Portugal
introduced certain reforms in Angola to correct some
of the extreme ~'.trievances in this territory. But,as
the Sub-Oommittee has rightly observed, such reforms
are hardly satisfactory as a response to the Sub-Oom...
mittee's approaches with a viewto obtaining Portugal's
co-operation with the United Nations. The most im­
portant aspect of these reforms is the elimination of
the legal distinction regarding politieal rights between
persons of indigenous status and others. As the Com­
mittee stated, however, the practical consequences of
this change must be measured against the fact that to
qualify either as a candidate for political office or as
an elector, it remains necessary to meet the educa­
tional, financial and other requirements established
by law.

20. Thus, in addition to the doubts that one cannot
help entertaining with regard to the practical effects
of these reforms, there are ether social, economic
and political' ills in Angola which these reforms do
not touch at all, What about the harsh and inhuman
labour practices, for example? What about the ad­
mlntstrattve abuse? Mr. de Figueiredo again has this
to say in this connexion: ."

"The technicalities of immunity are such that the
administrative officials can always justify the appli­
cation of sanctions [to the indigenous people] on
grounds of having been 'disrespected'. The principle

11 Ibid.
M FOreign Affairs. April 1961, p. 486.

~.... i

'1'" ~, '_ ~ - '

1093rd meeting - 22 January 1962 1235

mce.
lrian
h no
V'e of
hese
rhich
rqes.

~ugal

from
., thtl
I the
;ider
rll:3 in
ill of

due
oms,
l Na­
.ance
3ub-
ID in
rk of
.ttee,
; our
tress
.itted
lS ae
d the
in. It
~ther

Sub­
lter-
lend

tugal
:well
ority
t the
~arly

Por-

om a
~ylon

mbly
Por­
Istile
, and
) the
.n all

f the
it in
lbide
r the
Llgal,
n of
~ has
~e is
) not
rter.
~ions

llr to
nor,
llone
I and
Bri­
rved
.962,
;ions
l are
lires

....~,.-.

semantically camouflaged as over;seas provinces. As
he says:

"Unwillingness to recognize the reality ofthe anti­
colonial revolution and unwillingness to face the
needs of modern social evolution have been costly
lapses. Nevertheless, the Government continues
to argue. with more bitte:,;,ness than logic that its
past course has been wise."

However, as a Portuguese writer put it:

itThe one-nation theory is a legal expedient which
never. :really convinced anyone except those who
invented and enforced it."

15. It would be unprofitable at this stage to go into
the history of the Portuguese empire in order to ex­
amine the origin of this one-nation theory. The story
of how ~his empire came to be is well known, and the
reasons for its legal metamorphosis into overseas
provinces is also well known. .

"Historically", as Professor Duffy, in an article
entitled "Portugal in Africa" in Foreign Affairs,
put it, "the three areas, that is, Angola, Mozambique,
and Portuguese GUinea, have always been colonies,
no matter whether they were cal\ed 'overseas pro­
vinces', as in the nineteenth century, or 'colonies',
as in the early days of the Salazar regime, or, as
in the 1950's when the regime began to build up its
case for remaining in Africa, 'overseas provinces'
again. The fact"-which is now confirmed by the
Committee's report-"is that more than 95 per cent
of the popula:~ion·of Portuguese Mrica are not en­
franchised citizens of Portugal. They have no civil
rights, and are legally regarJed as wards of the
State governed under a 'regime do indigenato' ad­
ministered by officials of the Overseas Ministry,
formerly the Colonial Ministry."U

16. Another author, and this one a Portuguese,
Antonio de Figueiredo, in a work published as late as
May 1961, ha:; the following to say about the "overseas
provi"lces" :

"The overwhelming majority of Mricans who in­
habit these Territories have hardly been touched by
civilization or, more precisely, by the benefits of
civilization. Out of ten and a half million people •••
over ninety-nine per cent are illiterate. Less than
four per cen~ in Mozambique and less than eight
per cent in Angola know how to' sp~ak Portuguese at
all. Less than five per cent in Mozambique and less
than ten per cent in Angola live in and around the
white man' s towns, the only centres where some
development is achieved by the natural pl'oce~s of
social contact. If there has been any serious interest
in these people, it has been in how better to shape
their lives to economic exploitation. "21

17. Then the author goes on to say that:

"Portuguese and foreign students of African af­
fairs, misled by the talk of 'assimilation'., have come
to think that the 'assimilado, system hr.~ been de­
vised to give Mricans the rights of cf..l~Emship. At
first s.ight,by contrast with other colonial policies,
the idea that Africans, after meeting with some
qualifications, could earn the 'generous concession'
of citizen rights looks stimulating. But assimilation,

y Foreign Affairs. April 1961, p. 484.
1.J Antonio de Flgueiredo, Portugal and its Empire: the Truth (London,

Victol'.GoUancz, 1961), p. 94.

'partnership', and their friendly opposite 'apartheid'
are all features of colonialist mythology• The white
man cannot ignore the realities of African "demo­
graphy, and out of moral and political necessity he
finds elaborate theoi:'i,es which he applies more or
less to suit himself."j./

18. No one who knows the political, economic and
social facts about the so-called overseas prOVinces
could possibly contradh:lt this statementof Antonio de
Figueiredoc According to the latest count, less than
one in a hundred Africans in Angola have attained the
rights of citizens. It would be. interesting ~Q know
whether even these assimilate'd 'people have any say
in the conduct of their country's affairs. That the ad­
ministration of these overseas provinces is pater­
nalistic is, according to every available information,
also beyond the shadow of doubt. The chain of authority
p~~~es in unbroken succession xrom the Overseas
Ministry in Lisbon down to the hand-picked village
chiefs. Quoting again from Mr. Duffy's article:

. "Political rights for Africans do not .exist. :ro:Jor
has paternalism brought measurable materialbene­
fit to the African population. The imbalance between
the cost of liVing i'n Angola and Mozambique and the
average wage-about $6 a month-is extreme. Educa­
tion for the Afri6ans, less than three per cent of
whom a~e literatEl, is totally inaaequate. The possi­
bilities for the African child to obtain more than
three years of so-called rudimentary education are
remote. Beyond ithe cities, large towns, and several
mission stations, health services soarcely exist.
Partly, by necessity, but also partly by intent, the
African has be~m maintained in a world of medieval
ignorance and isolation."~

19. The general lines of this bleak picture have been
confirmed by the report of the Sub~Committeeon the
Situation in Angola. We have been informed, however,
that recently, as late as 8 September 1961, Portugal
introduCl~d certailn reforms in Angola to correct some
of the extreme ~'.trievances in this territory. But,as
the Sub-Commi~;eehas rightly obseTVed, such reforms
are hardly satisfactory as a response to the Sub-Com...
mittee's approaches with a viewto obtaining Portugal's
co-operation with the United Nations. The most im­
portant aspect- of these reforms is the elimination of
the legal distinction regarding politieal rights between
persons of indigenous status and others. As the Com­
mittee stated, however, the practical consequences of
this change must be measured against the fact that to
qualify either as a candidate for political office or as
an elector, it remains necessary to meet the educa­
tional, financial and other requirements established
by law.

20. Thus, in addition to the doubts that one cannot
help entertaining with regard to the practical effects
of these reforms, there are IOther social, economic
and political' ills in Angola which these reforms do
not touch at all~ What about the harsh and inhuman
labour practices, for example? What about the ad­
ministrativE; abuse? Mr. de Figueiredo again has this
to say in this connexion: ."

"The technicalities of immunity are such that the
administrative officials can always justify the appli­
cation of sanctions [to the indigenous people] on
grounds of having been 'disrespected'. The principle

11 Ibid.
M FOreign Affairs. April 1961, p. 486.
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plane. The recommendations of the General Assembly
and the resolution~ of the Security Council have un­
fortunately remained unheeded. They have often been
treated with scorn.

25. What can the United Nations do under the circum­
stances? That the problem posed by Portugal's non­
compliance and lack of co-operation, and by its deter­
mination to carry out policies which are repugnant to
the conscienee of mankind, and are strenuously and
violently opposed by the people concerned, constitutes
a threat to peace in Africa and the world at large is
no longer in doubt. The Security Coilncil is stHl seized
of the Angolan question. The war of liberation is still
going on in Angola. During the past few months the
situation in Angola has not improved,asthe Sub-Com­
mittee has reported. On the other hand, the conflict
has increased the problems and heightened passtons,
But in addition to all of this, all independent Africa is
agitated by this denial of elementary human rights to
fellow Africans, andfree people everywhere are deeply
concerned.

26. We cannot believe that in face of these facts,
Portugal would wish to remain impervious to the
voice of reason and to pay no heed to the lessons of
history. Although time is running short, we believe
that Portugal may still be able to forge bonds of
friendship and fruitful co-operation with its dependent
territories.

27. The Sub-Committee is convinced in this regard
that it i~ in the genuine interest of the Government of
Portugal to heed the opinions expressed by United
Nations organs and to take the necessary measures
with the co-operation of the Organization, It is further
convinced that constructive co-operation between the
Government of Portugal and the United Nations is the
best means of bringing about a prompt end to the con­
flict and a peaceful evolution towards the objectives
stated in the United Nations resolutions. It feels that
rapid measures by the Government of Portugal can
still preserve the positive elements of past policies
and achievements.

28. To achieve this, Portugal needs only to respect
the legitimate aspirations of the people of Angola, and
to accept them as equals. Barring that, it alone will
be accountable for the horror th~t may accompany the
inevitable struggle of its colonial people for their
liberty. The United Nations, as the guardian of worll1
peace, not-to speak of its obligations under the Char­
ter, Chapter XI, and the Declaration on the granting
of independence to colonial countries and peoples,has
no alternative but to make its voice heard and its
actions felt in order to bring about a just solution to
this problem. This is no. intervention in the internal
affairs of a Member state. It is a sacred duty, en­
joined on us all by a Charter we have all accepted,
"to save succeeding generations from the scourge of
war, which twice in our lifetime has brought untold
sorrow to mankind".

29. Therefore, let us hope that Portugal-towards
which my country harbours nothing but friendship and
goodWill-may after all see its way to co-operate
with the United Nations for the attainment of this
noble objective. Many people are baffled these days
by the unrealistic attitude of Portugal regarding the
Non-Self-Governing Territories which are under its

General Assembly - Sixteenth Session - Plenary Meetings

of 'respect' towards these officers, both in their
capacity as white men and as 'representatives of
Portugal", makes everything possible."JU

21. And what about the most important point of all,
the aspiration of the people of Angola to become free
and independent? The Sub-Committee has provided
us with valuable information with regard to these
aspects of Angolan life and has told us that they con­
stitute the basic grievances against the existing
regime. It states that:

"The information available to the Sub-Committee
leaves little doubt that the disturbances and conflicts
in Angola are.mainly the consequences of genuine
grievances of the indigenous population against the
administration of the territory ~ including dissatis­
faction with economic conditions, the .impact of
African nationalism, the rise of political groups
seeking redress of grievances and the right of self­
determination, and the severe repression to which
these groups hadbeen subjected." [A/4978, para. 436.]

22. Our colleague from Portugal, who has challenged
the veracity of this picture and who has given us his
Government's own ver-sion of conditions in Angola,
adduced no evidence, unfortunately no convincing evi­
dence, to support his. claims. But the question must
inevitably arise whether, in the absence of evidence
and co-operation with the United Nations from the
Portuguese Side, Portugal's version alone is to be
trusted, or whether under the circumstances one is
justified in lending credence to studies of impartial
authors, to the reports of the world press and to the
voice of those who are struggling to live in freedom,
dignity and peace. No amount of unilateral assertions
that Angola is a peaceful multiracial paradise is going
to conceal the bloody strife which is rampant in that
territory, as no force is going to succeed in suppres­
sing the legitimate aspirations of its people for Iiberty
and independence. Portugal has, through a combination
of legal fiction and force, unfortunately succumbed to
the illusion that the empire-this anachronism of our
time-may, regardless of the wind of change that is
sweeping over Africatoday, remain intact, subservient
and always ready to serve the metropolis.

23. But it is high time to realize that this is no
longer possible, In this day, it is universally admitted
that the subjugation of one people by another which is
totally alien to it from a social as well as a cultural
point of view is immoral-and what is morally wrong
cannot be politically right. In our view, Portugal will
never succeed in converting Angola or, for that matter,
any other part of its empire, into overseas provinces
which are patriotically, as' well as legally, extensions
of the mother country• For it is well nigh impossible
to persuade millions of Africans to resist the tide of
nationalism which has swept oV(I~the continent, and
accept a subordinate status in their homeland. As
Mr. Duffy puts it:

"What in essence the Government of Portugal pro­
poses to do is to convince the Mricans that it is
better to be Portuguese than to be independent."'11

24. For a number of years now, the United Nations
has been urging Portugal to destst from pursuing such
a course, so dangerous to peace in Africa, a course
which is questionable on both the legal and the moral

.QJ Antonio de Figueiredo, p.,rtugal and it;s Empire: the Truth (London,
Victor Gollancz, 1961), p. 96.
.1J Foreign Affairs. April 1961, p. 487.
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plane. The recommendations of the General Assembly
and the resolution~ of the Security Council have un­
fCt'tunately remained unheeded. They have often been
treated with scorn.

25. What can the United Nations do under the circum­
stances? That the problem posed by Portugal's non­
compliance and lack of co-operation, and by its deter­
mination to carry out policies which are repugnant to
the conscienoe of mankind, and are strenuously and
violently opposed by the people concerned, constitutes
a threat to peace in Africa and the world at large is
nQ longer in doubt. The Security Coilncil is stHl seized
of the Angolan question. The war of liberation is still
going on in Angola. During the past few months the
situation in Angola has not improved,asthe Sub-Com­
mittee has reported. On the othel' hand, t.he conflict
has increased the problems and heightened passIons.
But in addition to all of this, all independent Africa is
agitated by this denial of elementary human rights to
fellow Africans, andfree people everywhere are deeply
concerned.

26. We cannot believe that in face of these facts,
Portugal would wish to remain impervious to the
voice of reason and to pay no heed to the lessons of
history. Although time is running short, we believe
that Portugal may still be able to forge bonds of
friendship and fruitful co-operation with its dependent
territories.

27. The Sub-Committee is convinced in this regard
that it i~ in the genuine interest of the Government of
Portugal to heed the opinions expressed by United
Nations organs and to take the necessary measures
with the co-operation of the Organization. It is further
convinced that constructive co-operation between the
Government of Portugal and the United Nations is the
best means of bringing about a prompt endto the con­
flict and a peaceful evolution towards the objectives
stated in the United Nations resolutions. It feels that
rapid measures by the Government of Portuge.l can
still preserve the positive elements of past policies
and achievements.

28. To achieve this, Portugal needs only to respect
the legitimate aspirations of the people of Angola, and
to accept them as equals. Barring that, it alone will
be accountable for the horror th~t may accompany the
inevitable struggle of its colonial people for their
liberty. The United Nations, as the guardian of worll1
peace, not·to speak of its obligations under the Char­
ter, Chapter XI, and the Declaration on the g~anting

of independence to colonial countries and peoples,has
no alternative but to make its voice heard and its
actions felt in order to bring about a just solution to
this problem. This is no. intervention in the internal
affairs of a Member state. It is a sacred duty, en­
joined on us all by a Charter we have all accepted,
"to save succeeding generations from the scourge of
war, which twice in our lifetime has brought untold
sorrow to mankind".

29. Therefore, let us hope that Portugal-towards
which my country harbours nothing but friendship and
goodWill-may after all see its way to co-operate
with the United Nations for the attainment of this
noble objective. Many people are baffled these days
by the unrealistic attitude of Portugal regarding the
Non-Self-Governing Territories which are under its
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of 'respect' towards these officers, both in their
capacity as white men and as 'representatives of
Portugal't makes everything possible."fU

21. And what about the most important point of all,
the aspiration of the people of Angola to become free
and independent? The Sub-Committee has provided
us with valuable information with regard to these
aspects of Angolan life and has told us that they con­
stitute the basic grievances against the existing
regime. It states that:

"The information availlible to the Sub-Committee
leaves little doubt that the disturbances and conflicts
in Angola are.mainly the consequences of genl1ine
grievances of the indigenous poptllation against the
administration of the territory ~ including dissatis­
faction with economic conditions, the .impact of
African nationalism, the rise of political groups
seeking redress of grievances and the right of self­
determination, and the severe repression to which
these gri>upshadbeen subjected." [A/4978, para. 436.]

22. Our c(,)lleague from Portugal, who has challenged
the veracity of this picture and who has given us his
Government's own vel'sion of conditions in Angola,
adduced no evidence, unfortunately no convincing evi­
dence, to support his. claims. But the question must
ineVitably arise whether, in the absence of evidence
and co-operation with the United Nations from the
Portuguese Side, Portugal's version alone is to be
trusted, or whether under the circumstances one is
justified in lending credence to studies of impartial
authors, to the reports of the world press and to the
voice of those who are struggling to live in freedom,
dignity and peace. No amount of unilateral assertions
that Angola is a peaceful multiracial paradise is going
to conceal the bloody strife which is rampant in that
territory, as no for~1e is going to succeed in suppres­
sing the legitimate aspirations of its people for libert-j
and independence. Portugal has, through a combination
of legal fiction and force, unfortunately succumbed to
the illusion that the empire-this anachronism of our
time-may, regardless of the wind of change that is
sweeping over Africatoday, remain intact, subservient
and always ready to serve the metropolis.

23. But it is high time to realize that this is no
longer possibl~. In this day, it is universally admitted
that the subjugation of one people by another which is
totally alien to it from a social as well as a cultural
point of view is immoral-and what is morally wrong
cannot be politically right. In our view, Portugal will
never succeed in converting Angola or, for that matter,
any other part of its empire, into overseas provinces
which are patriotically, as' well as legally, extensions
of the mother country• For it is well nigh impossible
to persuade millions of Africans to resist the tide of
nationalism which has swept oV(I~the continent, and
accept a subordinate status in their homeland. As
Mr. Duffy puts it:

"What in essence the Government of Portugal pro­
poses to do is to convince the Mricans that it is
better to be Portuguese than to be independent."'11

24. For a number of years now, the United Nations
has been urging Portugal to desi.st from pursuing such
a course, so dangerous to peace in Africa, a course
which is questionable on both the legal and the moral

.QJ Antonio de Figueiredo, p.,rtugal and it;s Empire: the Truth (London,
Victor Gollancz, 1961), p. 96.
.1J Foreign Affairs. April 1961, p. 487.
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Ing information that we have received at this session
of the Assembly that Portugal. has been allowedto use
the military assistance it receives for purposes of
defence, to dominate the Angolans, It is our strong
hope 'that the countries concerned, in conformity with
their realjmrpoeesvvtll, prevent further misuse of
such assistance.· ,

36. The universal deep concern over the situation in
Angola needs no further confirmation by the Afghan
delegation. The refusal of Portugal to comply withthe
decisions of the Security Council ana. the Geieral As­
sembly has been deplored by all Members of the
United Nations.

37. Despite the stubborn and indefensible standtaken
by Portugal, my delegation wHI adhere to its tradi­
tional policy of never taking up a hostile attitude
towards any Member' of the United Nations. At the
same time, we shall maintain our firm stand in sup­
port of the legitimate right of peoples and nations to
self-determination and independence. .

38. We have listened carefully to the statements
made in the General Assembly, includingthe one made
by the representative of Portugal [1088th meeting].
Before stating our position as to the action which the
General Assembly should take, I would like to make a
brief observation on some of the points in that state­
ment. These are only points which reflect on the
United Nations, and thus on each of its Members.

39. While we agree with the submission oftberepre­
sentattve of Portugal that a Member State has every
right to act as it thinks best to defend its vital in­
terests, we cannot agree that the defence 'of vital
interests of some people, as they see it, should be at
the expense of the vital interests of other peoples,
particularly if this interest is their freedom and their
independence. Even if this has really been the attitude
of some great Powers in some cases, as stated by
the representative of Portugal, we cannot be expected
to agree that the wrong attitude of one should justify
the wrong attitude of another. Normally, people who
believe in imitating the attitude of others would be
expected to follow the good examples rather than the
bad ones.

40. The representative of Portugal referred in his
statement to the so-called imperfections of the United
Nations, and called for their correction forthwith. In
his view, this correction would consist in changingthe
attitude of the United Nations toward the position of
Portugal in connexion with Angola, and thus avoid
further harm to the world.

41. In this connexion, he, also spoke of several sec­
tions of the "sober-thinking'" world and of their serious
worries. It must be said, however, that in the case of
Angola, at least, even these "sober-thinking" circles
have not shown any sympathy with the Portuguese
stand.
42. The other point that I would like to emphasize
is that, without discussing the correctness of the in..
formation we were given by the representative of
Portugal about certain measures taken for the educa­
tion, health and welfare of the people of Angola and
about certain laws and reforms, or about the non­
existence of certain alarming situations in Angola,
we do not think that any of these things can justify the
domination of the Angolan people, or anyother people,
let alone the perpetuation of suchdormcatton. Schools,
hospitals, laws and reforms obviously do not make a
territory an integral part of another country, No
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control. On 17 January 1962, in an editorial in The
NewYork Times, expression was given to this feeling
in the following words ';

"This failure to see and grasp the reality of the
era we live in, this Portuguese dream-world in
which the greatness of past history sur.vives like
a ghost-this is what the rest of the world ••• faces
with bafflement or contempt. How can even, the
friendly powers-Britain, for instance, Portugal's
'oldest "ally' , _or Brazil, for whom Portugal is a
revered mother country-penetrate minds closed
to logic, truth, reality?"

30. The answer to this question is very difficult in­
deed. As far as Angola is concerned, however, we
know by the inexorable trend of history that it win
become independent, some time, somehow. The Por­
tuguese leaders bear a grave responsibility before
humanity in making the choice as to howthis inevitable
change m.ust come about.

31. Mr. PAZHWAK (Afghanistan): The Angolan situa­
tion has many aspects unique among all colonial prob­
lems which have been brought before the United Na­
tions, as a result of the unrealistic and regrettable
position taken by Portugal, which even the 0010­

nizers have not been able to view 'with any expressed
sympathy.

32. The Afghan delegation does not believe that the
General Assembly, in dealing with this problem, should
engage itself in the dtscusston of a legal fiction, par­
ticularly if that would in any way overshadow the
human and political aspect of the situation. In fact,
if there is anything that should be condemned more
strongly than what is commonly known as colonialism,
it,is the position of an alien Power whereby it con­
siders a ter.rttory or its people an integral part of
itself. If such a policy is allowed by humanity, it will
amount to nothing less than placing a seal on the
decree of eternal death to the freedom and independ­
ence of peoples and nations•

33. This is not a conviction which we hold only in the
case of the wall-known European colonial Powers. We
hold this to be true in coanexion with any domination
IQf peoples by any alten Power. It is for this reason
that we have never emphasized that the domination of
a people by an alien Power from another continent is
more evil; we hav.e always maintainedthat domination,
in and of itself, is most evil, regardless of any con­
siderations regarding the geographical location of the
dominating and dominated peoples•

34. We are very happy to note that in the considera­
tion of the situation in Angola the United Nations has
demonstrated an almost unique spirit of understanding
of an international problem, despite many selfish po­
litical considerations which at times have led some
countries to support a wrong cause as a matter of
over-all policy, or as a result of considerations of
their own particular military and political 'affinities
with a certain party. In support of this contention, I
could quote almost every word of the brilliant state­
ment made by the representative of Australia as re­
markable example of understanding, not only of the
Interest of the Angolans, but also of that of the
Portuguese.

35. In stating our views on the Angolan question, I
do not wish to repeat what has been said before. How­
ever, there is one point which I should like to stress,
aboutwhich we are deeply concerned, It isthe alarm-
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ing information that we have received at this session
of the Assembly that Portugal. has been allowedto use
the military assistance it receives for purposes of
defence, to dominate the Angolans. It is our strong
hope 'that the countries concerned, in conformity with
their real,purposes""ill prevent further misuse of
such assistance.· ,

36. The universal deep concern over the situation in
Angola needs no further confirmation by the Afghan
delegation. The refusal of Portugal to comply withthe
decisions of the Security Council ana. the Geieral As­
sembly has been depla-:red by all Members of the
United Nations.

37. Despite the stubborn and indefensible standtaken
by Portugal, my delegation wHI adhere to its tradi­
tional policy of never taking up a hostile attitude
towards any Member' of the United Nations. At the
same time, we shall maintain our firm stand in sup­
port of the legitimate right of peoples and nations to
self-determination and independence. .

38. We have listened carefully to the statements
made in the General Assembly, includingthe one made
by the representative of Portugal [1088th meeting].
Before stating our position as to the action which the
General Assembly should take, I would like to make a
brief observation on some of the points in that state­
ment. These are only points which reflect on the
United Nations, and thus on each of its Members.

39. While we agree with the submission oftberepre­
oentative of Portugal that a Member State has every
right to act as it thinks best to defend its vital in­
terests, we cannot agree that the defence 'of vital
interests of some people, as they see it, should be .at
the expense of the vital interests of other peoples,
particularly if this interest is their freedom and their
independence. Even if this has really been th~ attitude
of some great Powers in some cases, as stated by
the representative of Portugal, we cannot be expected
to agree that the wrong attitude of one should justify
the wrong attitude of another. Normally, people who
believe in imitating the attitude of others would be
expected to follow the good examples rather than the
bad ones.

40. The representathre of Portugal referred in his
statement to the so-called imperfections of the United
Nations, and called for their correction forthwith. In
his view, this correction would consist in changingthe
attitude of the United Nations toward the position of
Portugal in connexion with Angola, and thus avoid
further harm to the world.

41. In this connexion, he, also spoke of several sec­
tions of thA "sober-thinking'" world and of their serious
worries. It must be said, nowever, that in the case of
Angola, at least, even these "sober-thinking" circles
have not shown any sympathy with the Portuguese
stand.
42. The other point that I would like to emphasize
is that, without discussing the correctness of the in..
formation we were given by the representative of
Portugal about certain measures taken for the educa­
tion, health and welfare of the people of Angola and
about certain laws and reforms, or about the non­
existence of certain alarming situations in Angola,
we do not think that any of these things can justify the
domination of the Angolan people, or anyother people,
let alone the perpetuation of suchdomir.~tion.Schools,
hospitals, laws and reforms obviously do not make a
territory an integral part of another cOWltry. No
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control. On 17 January 1962, in an editorial in The
New York Times, expression was given to this feeling
in the follow~ng words ';

"This failure to see and grasp the reality of the
era we live in, this Portuguese dream-world in
which the greatness of past history sur.vives like
a ghost-this is what the rest of the world ••• faces
with bafflement or contempt. How can even, the
friendly powers-Britain, for instance, Portugal's
'oldest "ally' , _or Brazil, for whom Portugal is a
revered mother country-penetrate minds closed
to logic, truth, reality?"

30. The answer to this question is very difficult in­
deed. As far as Angola is concerned, however, we
know by the inexorable trend of history that it win
become independent, some time, somehow. The Por­
tuguese leaders ber.!' a grave responsibility before
humanity in maki.ng the choice as to howthis inevitable
change m.ust come about.

31. Mr. PAZHWAK (Afghanistan): The Angolan situa­
tion has many aspects unique among all colonial prob­
lems which have been brought before the United Na­
tions, as a result of the unrealistic and regrettable
position taken by Portugal, which even the 0010­

nizers have not been able to view 'with any expressed
sympathy.

32. The Afghan del~gation does not believe that the
General Assembly, in dealing with this problem, should
engage itself in the discussio'tl of a legal fiction, par­
ticularly if that would in any way overshadow the
human and political aspect of the situation. In fact,
if there is anything that should be condemned more
strongly than what is commonly known as colonialism,
it,is the position of an alien Power whereby it con­
sidet's a tei.'ritory or its people an integral part of
itself. If such a policy is allowed by humanity, it will
amount to nothing less than placing a seal on the
decree of eternal death to the freedom and independ­
ence of peoples and nations•

33. This is not a conviction which we hold only in the
case of the wall-known European colonial Powers. We
hold this to be true in connexion with any domination
IQf peoples by any 9.lien Power. It is for this reason
that we have never emphasized that the domination of
a people by an alien Power from another continent is
more evil; we hav.e always maintainedthat domination,
in and of itself, is most evil, reg~rdless of any con­
siderations regarding the geographical location of the
dominating and dominated peoples•

34. We are very happy to note that in the considera­
tion of the situation in Angola the United Nations has
demonstrated an almost unique spirit of understanding
of an international problem, despite many selfish po­
litical considerations which at times have led some
countries to support a wrong cause as a matter of
over-all policy, or as a result of considerations of
their own particular military and political 'affinities
with a certain party. In support of this contention, I
could quote almost every word of the brilliant state­
ment made by the representative of Australia as re­
markable example of understanding, not only of the
inter~st of the Angolans, but also of that of the
Portuguese.

35. In stating our views on the Angolan question, I
do not wish to repeat what has been said before. How­
ever, there is one point which I shQuld like to stress~

aboutwhich we are deeply concerned~ It isthe alarm-
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was founded on its seven hills, the Latins used to live
in small agricultural towns. These expanded villages
had as many people as they could hold. When the
population exceeded that number, the young men, in
the spring, left the communities where they had been
born and went forward, sword in hand, to found a new
settlement. It was the holy spring, the ver sacrum,

48. But the eminent philosopher did not say that,
even at the time of Latium, there were 110 ownerless
lands, lands res nulliUS, lands res deUctae, or aban­
doned lands, which .could be appropriated by mere
occupation; the same was true of property and game,
The philosopher also forgot to say that the swords
which those young men carriedwere nothing more than
a symbol, the sign of their coming 01 age, and that
those precursors of the "conquistadores" occupied
lands in their own country; whereas those o~ the
centuries in which we are interested occupied the
territories of other countries, by means familiar to
us-that is, by force and conquest.

49. Indeed, the first contact of the Portuguese with
the Mwani Congo, in Angola, was in 14900 It is a fact
that, since they were good navigators, the Portuguese
were the first to establish contact with the Africans
from the Gulf of Guinea to the areas known today as
Angola and Mozambique. But it was not untH about
1580 that they showed any intention of settling there
and extending their empire. The Africans then en­
gaged in a fierce struggle to rid themselves of the
invaders and to prevent their lands from being oc­
cupied. In 1597, having broken the resistance, the
Portuguese settled in the area of Cuanza. Quite apart
from their few difficulties with the Dutch and the
French in the enclave of Oabmda, their settlement in
this region was by no means an easy one. The sister
of the King, Princess Junga Bandi, one of those
Amazons who were then the pride of Africa, refused
to accept her brother' B defeat, dethroned him arid
assumed leadership of the resistance. She fought for
thirty years with a measure of faith,- ardour and
patriotism worthy of J oan of Arc. But alas, not only
powder and cannon, but also the Cross and the flag
were on the side of the enemy.

50. Portugal's act of conquest was consummated
only at the Berlin Conference of 1885, when the con­
querors made peace by dividing up Africa.

51. But what, actually, is the legal entitlement which
Portugal claims? Be it conquest or the Berlin agree­
ments, both are based on violence and force and it is
inconcei-vable that any man of this civilized century
should recognize force as a source of law. During the
era of imperialism itself, that concept was being
challenged and even repudiated, and the defence of
freedom was so much the order of the day that
Rousseau could say: "So long as a people is forced to
obey and obeys, it does well; as soon as it can shake
off the yoke and shakes it off, it does even better".

52. The disturbances began in February 1961 at
Luanda. I do not wish, here, to describe what super­
vened, or to recount one by one the horrors which
were perpetrated. I would merely explain that it was
a case of quite commonplace demands, such as are
well known to us allv-demands by the workers for
improved living conditions, or for better wages. To
these demands the employer replied with murder.

53. A little sociological analysis of the employer's
action, of his behaviour and of labour-management
relations would suffice for me-and for everyone-to
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student has ever become the slave of his teacher, and
no child has ever been named after the doctor who
deltvcred him. It is for this reason that, when the
representative of Poland wanted to correct the statis­
tics given by the representative, of Portugal, I had the
feeling that what should be emphasizedwas the right of
the people to self-determination and" independence,
regardless of what Portugal has done, or will or will
not do. The existence of good or even perfect condi­
tions is no reason for the acceptance of even the most
benevolent type of domination, nor a reason for anyone
to condone it.

43. The Afghan delegation will support any draft
resolution which would honour the Security Council
resolution~ and under which the General Assembly
would; @) affirm the inalienable right of the Angolan
people to self-determination and independence; (2) urge
Portugal to desist from any repressive measures
against the people of Angola, and particularly demand
the immediate release of all Angolan political pris­
oners; (Q) call upon the Government of Portugal to set
up freely-elected and representative political institu­
tions in Angola with a view to effecting the trcnsfer
of power to the people of Angola; and @ call upon
Member States to deny Portugal any supportor assist­
ance which may be used by it for the suppression of
the people of Angola.

44. In conclusion, I would like to express the appre­
ciation of my delegation for the remarkable, friendly
advice of the representatives of Brazil and Australia,
in the Interest of both Angola and Portugal, that Por..
tugal sl..,::,lld recognize the right of self-determination
and independence for Angola. We hope that Portugal
will take a positive attitude and will accept the natural
course of history.

45. Finally, I would like to associate myself with all
those representatives who have expressed their appre-

.ciation of the work of the Sub-Committee on the Situa­
tion 1.1'1 Angola and who have commended the urgent
consideration and effective implementation ofthv con­
clusions reached by the Sub-Committee to the Por­
tu.guese Government.

>#,

46. We hope that the United Nations will continue to
give urgent consideration to the question of Angola
until it is solved, not only through the work of such
committees, which could help to accelerate the attain­
ment of independence by the Angolan people, but also
through all diplomatic channels that would bring about
the reasonable conditions essential for the achievement
of this goal through peaceful ways and means. Among
these, the Afghandelegation will urge the Acting Secre­
tary-General of the United Nations to bring the views
expressed at this session of the General Assembly to
the attention of the Government of Portugal direct,
and to make all diplomatic efforts that he may con­
sider appropriate in the interest of the independence
of Angola and the betterment of relations between the
Portuguese and the Angolans.

Mr. PadilIa Nerve (Mexico)~ Vioe-Preeident, took
the Chair.

47. Mr. USHER (Ivory Coast) (translated from
French): A famous contemporary philosopher, whose
name I shall not mention, compared the colonial era
with the practices of ancient Latium. He said that
after the Indo-European invasion, and before Rome
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was founded on its seven hills, the Latins used to live
in small agricultural towns. These expanded villages
had as many people as they could hold. When the
population exceeded that number, the young men, in
the spring, left the communities where they had been
born and went forward, sword in hand, to found a new
settlement. It was the holy spring, the vel' sacrum.

48. But the eminent philosopher did not say that,
even at the time of Latium, there were 110 ownerless
lands, lands res nulliUS, lands res deUctae, or aban­
doned lands, which .could be appropriated by mere
occupation; the same was true of property and ga.me.
The philosopher also forgot to say that the swords
which those young men carriedwere nothing more than
a symbol, the sign of their coming 01 age, and that
those precursors of the "conquistadores" occupied
lands in their own country; whereas those o~ the
centuries in which we are interested occlupied the
territories of other countries, by means familiar to
us-that is, by force and conquest.

49. Indeed, the first contact of the Portuguese with
the Mwani Congo, in Angola, was in 14900 It is a fact
that, since they were good navigators, the Portuguese
were the first to establish contact with the Africans
from the Gulf of Guinea to the areas known today as
Angola and Mozambique. But it was not untH about
1580 that they showed any intention of settling there
and extending their empire. The Africans then en­
gaged in a fierce struggle to rid themselves of the
invaders and to prevent their lands froni being oc­
cupied. In 1597, having broken the resistance, the
Portuguese settled in the area of Cuanza. Quite apart
from their few difficulties with the Dutch and the
French in the enclave of Cabind9.~ their setaement in
this region was by no means an easy one. The sister
of the King, Princess Junga Bandi, one of those
Amazons who were then the pride of Africa, refused
to accept her brother' B defeat, dethroned him arid
assumed leadership of the resist&.nce. She fought for
thirty years with a measure of faith,- ardour and
patriotism worthy of J oan of Arc. But alas, not only
powder and Canne'.1, but also the Cross and the flag
were on the side of the enemy.

50. Portugal's act of conquest was consummated
only at the Berlin Conference of 1885, when the con­
querors made peace by dividing up Africa.

51. But what, actually, is the legal entitlement which
Portugal claims? Be it conquest or the Berlin agree­
ments, both are based on violence and force and it is
inconcei-vable that any man of this civilized <3entury
should recognize force as a sourc~· of law. During the
era of imperialism itself, that concept was being
challenged and even repudiated, and the defence of
freedom was so much the order of the day that
Rousseau could say: "So long as a people is forced to
obey and obeys, it does well; as soon as it can shake
off the yoke and shakes it off, it does even better".

52. The disturbances began in February 1961 at
Luanda. I do not wish, here, to describe what super­
vened, or to recount one by one the horrors which
were perpetrated. I would merely explain that it was
a case of quite commonplace demands, such as are
well known to us aU-"-demands by the workers for
improved living conditions, or for better wages. To
these demands the employer replied with murder.

53. A little sociological analysis of the employer's
action, of his behaviour and of labour-management
relations would suffice for me-and for everyone-to
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student has ever become the slave of his teacher, &""ld
no child has ever been named after the doctor who
delivvred him. It is for this reason that, when the
representative of Poland wanted to correct the statis­
tics given by the representative, of Portugal, I had the
feeling that what should be emphasizedwas the right of
the people to self-determination and" independence,
regardless of what Portugal has done, or will or will
not do. The existence of good or even perfect condi­
tions is no reason for the acceptance of even the most
benevolent type of domination, nor a reason for anyone
to condone it.

43. The Afghan delegation will support any draft
resolution which would honour the Security Council
resolution~ and under which the G€'\neral Assembly
'vould.: @) affirm the inalienable right of thf' Angolan
people to self-determination and independence; (2) urge
Portugal to desist from any repressive measures
against the people of Angola, and particularly demand
the immediate release of all Angolan political pris­
oners; (Q) call upon the Government of Portugal to set
up freely-elected and representative political institu­
tions in Angola with a view to effecting the trensfer
of power to the people of Angola; and @ call upon
Member States to deny Portugal any supportor assist­
ance which may be used by it for the suppression of
the people of Angola.

44. In conclusion, I would like to express the appre­
ciation of my delegation for the remarkable, friendly
advice of the representatives of Brazil and Australia,
in the inte.rest of both Angola and Portugal, that Por..
tugal sl..,::,lld recognize the right of self-determination
and independence for Angola. We hope that Portugal
will take a positive attitude and will accept the natural
course of history.

45. Finally, I would like to associate myself with all
those representatives who have expressed their appre-

.ciation of the work of the Sub-Committee on the Situa­
tion 1.1'1 Angola and who have commended the urgent
consideration and effective implementation ofthv con­
clusions reached by the Sub-Committee to the Por­
tu.guese Government.

>#,

46. We hope that the United Nations will continue to
give urgent consideration to the question of Angola
until it is solved, not only through the work of such
committees, whic·h could help to accelerate the attain­
ment of independenoe by the Angolan people, but also
through all diplomatic channels that would bring about
the reasonable conditions essential for the achievement
of this goal through peaceful ways and means. Among
these, the Afghan delegation will urge the Acting Secre­
tary-General of the United Nations to bring the views
expressed at this session of the General Assembly to
the attention of the Government of Portugal direct,
and to make all diplomatic efforts that he may con­
sider appropriate in the interest of the independence
of Angola and the betterment of relations between the
Portuguese and the Angolans.

Mr. PadilIa Nervo (Mexico)~ Vice-President~ took
the Chair.

47. Mr. USHER (Ivory Coast) (translated from
French): A famous contemporary philosopher, whose
name I shall not mention, compared the colonial era
with the practices of ancient Latium. He said that
after the Indo-European invasion, and before Rome
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used the war he was waging against them as a'school;
with every defeat, they came closer to victory".

60. Despite the repression which we know to be
savage, despite the loss of many innocent lives, we
know that Angolan nationalism is not dead; for the
wind of nationalism blowing over Africa is not a pass­
ing storm, but a wind which rose with the birth of the
Indian Congress in 1885.-,L'he independence of India,
which shook all Asia and set off a chain reaction of
tndependenee for peoples, engulfed Africa, brought
about the independence of the Congo (Brazzaville) and
the Congo (Leopoldville), and makes the Portuguese
positions in Angola untenable.

61. No legal trick, not even a constitutioIialfiction,
will be able to prevent the inevitable independence of
Angola, Mozambique and. the. other territories.

Mr. Slim (Tunisia) resumed the Chair.

62. There has been much talkabout the imperfections
of the United Nations. The United Nations is before
all else en antr-colomaltst body. To understand its
essential nature, we must go back to the morrow of
the Second World War. While it Is not quite correct
to say, as Stalin said, that colonies were. the cause
of the Second World War, it is none the less true that
the doctrine underlying eolonlzation-s-the theory of a
superior rac-e with a God-given mission to regenerate
the others-is the basis of the theory of Nazism, by
which the Second World War was caused.

63. It is therefore obvious that world opinion, during
and after the war, was bound to be anti-colonialist.
Henry Wallace, former Vice-President of the United
States, explained in a statement in 1942 the true
meaning of the Atlantic Charter of 14 August 1941.
He said:

"No nation will have the divine right to exploit
other nations. The oldest nations will have the
privilege of helping the younger nations to makea
start towards industrialization, but there must be
no military or economic imperialism. No nation
has an inalienable right to rule subject peoples;
the only mandate which a nation can have is that
of leading those peoples towards a political and
moral development which will permit of their liber­
ation; furthermore, the continued existence of colo­
nialism would be contrary to the true principles of
democracy."

64. But what most influenced the antbor-s oftbe Untted
Nations Charter, signed at San Fr~cisco on 26 ~une

1945, was the memorandum submitted by Cordell Hull
on 21 March 1944. Article 73 of the memorandum was
accepted in its entirety and is identical with Article
73 of our Charter. May I be permitted, Mr. President,
by; reading it, to savour its nobility and the grandeur
and elegance of its style. ,.

The speaker re;id out Article 73 of the Charter.

65. When they joined the Organization, the Members
were not unaware of the obligations incumbent upon
them under this Article, but some States thought they
could circumvent them. Under the 1933 Constitution,
Angola was governed by the so-called colonial law.
In 1945, the United NattonsCharter, with its Article
73, was adopted. By an amendment made to that Con­
stitution in 1951, Angola became a Portuguese pro­
vince. The chronology of these events at once shows
that Portugal resorted to that crude, old-fashioned
doctrine in order to avoidthe responsibility incumbent

conoLude that the employer found iteas1y to commit
murder precisely because he enjoyed certain exces­
sive rights while the worker had no right at all to
normal living conditione. 1 do not have to remind
Africans of what those living conditions were; we

, were familiar with them before 1946, and we called
them "forced labour".

54. Those disturbances naturally degenerated into
disturbances on a national scale, into a national revo­
lution characterized by the attack on the military
prison, the civilian prison and the municipal police
headquarters. The Admtmstertng Power, speaking
through the representative of Portugal, found it easy
to say that the attack was the act of a small group of
hooligans and foreign mercenaries.

55. If the leaders of the Paris Commune and the
fathers of the French Revolution were alive today,
they would have lost no time in declaring, from this
rostrum, that there had been a perfect nationalist
revolution-since they themselves hadbegun by storm­
ing the Bastille.

56. The disturbances continued with the incidents in
the, Malange district. Since 15 March 1951, Angola
has been living Wider a reign of vtole.ace-e-violence on
both sides, attacks and counter-attacks. Reinforce­
ments brought in from Portugal and the white Por­
tuguese living in Angola are formed into an armed
militia, but the "black" Portuguese are not. A colonial
war is under way.'

57. The representative of Portugal, when he opened '
the debate, proclaimed: "Everything is fine in Angola,
the country is, calm, life has returned to normal, this
debate is illegal." We should have believed him if-as
one eminent and distinguished President has said from
this rostrum-we were not, as a former colonized
people, experts on colonization. We agree with La
Rochefoucauld that "it is as easy to deceive oneself
without nealtztng it as it is difficult to deceive others
without their realiZing it".

58. A colonial war, because of the inequality of the
contending forces, is at first always described by the
colonial authority as a mere police or "genda::rmerie"
operation. Yet the war sets in and becomes endless,
continuous, cruel, dreadful, sacrilegious and absurd,
with looting, burning and killing; but what is abomi­
nable is that it is not a war between states, in which
men are enemies only accidentally, but a. war between
men, producing its baneful harvest of hatred and
raeialtsm; It is an unjust war, but, as Lacordaire
said, "it has two faces" -one of sacred liberation, the
other of accursed oppression. Those who defend the
sacred thing we call freedom will be the victors, no
matter what happens, oeoause they are defending what
an Old, illiterate chief in a Cabinda village described
as the "new ideas" "noveas ideas". Even if the na­
tionalists are annihilated, the idea will continue to
make headway and guns will be powerless against it.
And the Bible, which always speaks in symbols, ex­
presses that thought when it says: "They that take the
sword shall perish with the sword."

59. Montesquieu regarded this complex ofideas-na­
tionalism-as a nascent empire, and, speaking of
Charles xn fighting the Muscovites, said: "The King,
relying on his own strength, brought about his own
downfall by making plans which could be carried out
only by a long war, a war that his kingdom could not
sustain. It was not a decadent state that he was seek­
ing to overthrow, but a nascent empire; the nationalists
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used the war he was waging against them as a'school;
with every defeat, they came closer to victory".

60. Despite the repression which we know to be
savage, despite the loss of many innocent lives, we
know that Angolan nationalism is not dead; for the
wind of nationalism blowing over Africa is not a pass­
ing storm, but a wind which rose with the birth of the
Indian Congress in 1885.-,L'he independence of India,
which shook all Asia and set off a chain reaction of
independenc.e for peoples, engulfed Africa, brought
about the independence of the Congo (Brazzaville) and
the Congo (Leopoldville), and makes the Portuguese
positions in Angola untenable.

61. No legal trick, not even a constitutioIialfiction,
will be able to prevent the inevitable independence of
Angola, Mozambique and. the. other territories.

Mr. Slim (Tunisia) resumed the Chair.

62. There has been much talkabout the imperfections
of the United Nations. The United Nations is before
all else en anti~coloniaUstbody. To understand its
essential nature, we must go back to the morrow of
the Second World War. While it ~s not quite correct
to say, as Stalin said, that coloni~}s were. the cause
of the Second World War, it is n.one the less true that
the doctrine underlying coloniz.atiCJn-the theory of .l.
superior rac-e with a God-given mission to regenerate
the others-is the basis of the theory of Nazism, by
which the Second World War was caused.

63. It is therefore obvious that world opinion, during
and after the war, was bound to be anti-colonialist.
Henry Wallace, former Vice-President of the United
States, explained in a statement in 1942 the true
meaning of the Atlantic Charter of 14 AugllSt 1941.
He said:

"No nation will have the divine right to exploit
other nations. The oldest nations will have the
privilege of helping the younger nations to make.a
start towards industrialization, but there must be
no military or economic imperialism. No nation
has an inalienable right to rule subject peoples;
the only mandate which a nation can have is that
of leading those peoples towards a political and
moral development which will permit of their liber­
ation; furthermore, the continued existence of colo­
nialism would be contrary to the true principles of
democracy."

64. But what most influenced theauthol'softheUnited
Nations Charter, signed at San Fr~cisco on 26 ~une

1945, was the memorandum submitted by Cordell Hull
on 21 March 1944. Article 73 of the memorandum was
accepted in its entirety and is identical with Article
73 of our Charter. May I be permitted, Mr. President7

by; reading it, to savour its nobility and the grandeur
and elegance of its style. ,.

The speaker re;id out Article 73 of the Charter.

65. When they joined the Organization, the Members
were not unaware of the obligations incumbent upon
them under this Article, but some States thought they
could circumvent them. Under the 1933 Constitution,
Angola was governed by the so-called colonial law.
In 1945, the United Nations~harter, with its Article
73, was adopted. By an amendment made to that Con­
stitution in 1951, Angola became a Portuguese pro­
vince. The chronology of these events at once shows
that Portugal resorted to thact crude, old-fashioned
doctrine in order to avoidthe responsibility incumbent

conoLude that the employer fOWld iteas1y to oommit
murder precisely because he enjoyed certain exces­
sive rights while the worker had no right at all to
normal living condition,s. 1 do not have to remind
Africans of what those living (;onditions were; we

, were familiar with them before 1946, and we called
them "forced labour".

54. Those disturbances naturally degenerated into
disturbances on a national scale, into a national revo­
lution characterized by the attack on the military
prison, the civilian prison and the municipal police
headquarters. The Admirn.stering Power, speaking
through the representativt;"; of Portugal, found it easy
to say that the attack was the act of a small group of
hooligans and foreign mercenaries.

55. If the leaders of the Paris Commune and the
fathers of the French Revolution were alive today,
they would have lost no time in declaring, from this
rostrum, that there had been a perfect nationalist
revolution-since they themselves hadbegu.i by storm­
ing the Bastille.

56. The disturbances continued with the incidents in
the, Malange district. Since 15 March 1951, Angola
has been living Wider a reign of viole.1lce-violence on
both sides, attacks and cOWlter-at'tacks. Reinforce­
ments brought in from Portugal and the white Por­
tuguese living in Angola are formed into an armed
militia, but the "black" Portuguese are not. Acolonial
war is Wlder way.'

57. The representative of Portugal, when he opened '
the debate, proclaimed: "Everything is fine in Angola,
the oOWltry is, calm, life luis returned to normal, this
debate is illegal." We should have believed him if-as
one eminent and distinguished President has said from
this rostrum-we were not, as a former colonized
people, experts on colonization. We agree with La
Rochefoucauld that "it is as easy to deceive oneself
without realiZing it as it is difficult to deceive others
without their realiZing it".

58. A colonial war, because of the inequality of the
contending forces, is at first always described by the
colonial authority as a mere police or "genda::rmerie"
operation. Yet the war sets in and becomes endless,
continuous, cruel, dreadful, sacrilegious and absurd,
with looting, burning and killing; but what is abomi­
nable is that it is not a war between states, in which
men are enemies only accidentally, but a. war between
men, producing its baneful harvest of hatred and
racialism~ It is an Wljust war, but, as Lacordaire
said, "it has two faces" -one of sacred liberation, the
other of accursed oppression. Those who defend the
sacred thing we call freedom will be the victors, no
matter what happens, 'iJecause they are defending what
an Old, illiterate chief in a Cabinda village described
as the "new ideas" "noveas ideas". Even if the na­
tionalists are annihilated, the idea will continue to
make headway and gWls will be powerless against it.
And the Bible, which always speaks in symbols, ex­
presses that thought when it says: "They that take the
sword shall perish with the sword."

59. Montesquieu regarded this complex ofideas-na­
tionalism-as a nascent empire, and, speaking of
Charles xn fighting the Muscovites, said: "The King,
relying on his own strength, brought about his own
downfall by making plans which could be carried out
only by a long war, a war that his kingdom could not
sustain. It was not a decadent state that he was seek­
ing to overthrow, but a nascent empire; the nationalists
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72. This turn of events is perilous at the same time
for Portugal for Africa, for the United Nations and
for the world. The spectacle that Portugal's obstinacy
almost visited upon the world because of Goa-while
a great Power such as France ceded Pondicherry-is
what our planet can expect if ill luck wills it that the
Africans should reach the end of their patience: a use­
less colonial war which would, however, lead to a
general conflagration, preceded by the disappearance
of the United Nations.

73. Such Western countries as France, the United
Kingdom, Italy and Belgiumwould then have a dramatic
choice to make between the obligations deriving from
NATO or individual agreements with Portugal, on the
one hand and commitments to the Conuhonwealth, the
community or individual agreements with African
states. Whatever their choice, it would upset the bal­
ance of forces in theworld, and a disastrous war would
ensue. Therefore, it is for an obvious reason that the
whole world is concerned over the problem of Angola,
which is a threat to international peace and security.

74. In the March-April 1961 issue of a magazine
which has been distributed to us by the delegation of
Portugal, entitled Portugal, faits et documents, the
Portuguese Government implies that its colonial
policy has the support of the Church. Among other
things, it states that:

"The history of overseas Portugal is, of course,
the history of the expansion of the empire, but it
is also the history of the expansion of the faith. On
13 January~ the metropolitan bishops meeting in
plenary assembly at the Seminary of Olivais pub­
lished a note in which they recall this truth and
point out that the signing of the missionary agree­
ment between the Portuguese Government and the
Holy See may be considered an act unique in con­
temporary history" ••• and they add: "The spread
of the Portuguese homeland in the different parts of
the world was based from the start on an ideal of
brotherly and human communionwithin the Christian
civilization."

The document ends with this supposed appeal by the
bishop of Loureneo Marques:

"1 am pleased to note the appeals for national
unity tranquillity and trust made by the central. , .
Government and the Government of the province,
The Catholic Church stands bythenation's side .••.
As a Catholic bishop ar.d as a Portuguese, I am
certain that everything will turn out for ti:<. best,
although at the COf3t of some sacrifices inAngola ••.
if Y'e maintain OUI' confidence and unity •.•n

75. I am not the Church's representative here, al­
though I do feel some pride in claiming membership
in this Church, but I represent a country which be­
lieves in God and which respects religious convictions
and God's ministers. As a Christian, I cannot allow
any further credence to be given to the id0as attri­
buted by this document to the Portugues~ Church,
because in the end they would justify the savage,
barbarous and frightful massacres of innocent and
peace-loving missionaries who have laboured and
still labour only because an African, Saint Augustin,
commanded them to spread charity thro.19hout the
world.

76. Why should not these so-called metropolitan'
bishops, who have been spreading the gospel for cen­
turies, resign as did their French and British fellow-
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on it under Chapter xn of the Charter and to evade
it& obligations under Chapter XI. With the permission
of the President and the indulgence of this Assembly,
I would describe that crude display of intellectual
gymnasttcs as a "legalistic somersault".

66. It is on the basis of thatfiction that, despite their
rrreverstble destiny asa free and independent people,
the Angolans are to suffer this martyrdom. It is on
the basis of that fiction that Portugal dares to describe
our debate as illegal. What is this fiction worth? I
have just shown that, legally, it is a fraud. But the
most serious consideration is that, psychologically, it
cannot satisfy nationalism. The fact of being a nation
is accompanied by the assertion of a people's own
worth, by its feeling of being a separate people, having
its own character sui generis, its own innate qualities
and its own past. But, despite the fiotion, Portuguese
laws have not succeeded in creating equality, even
between the illiterate Angolans and the illiterate Por­
tuguese. The Angolans have neither the same rights
nor the same duties as the Portuguese. Onlv the
criminal code is applied to them. They are not repre­
sented in the central organs of government.

67. Only in September 1961, under pressure of
events, was universal suffrage instituted in Angola,
and even then Portugal at once restricted it to those
who could read and write.

68. Many African delegations know that this fiction,
which has been called nold fashioned" , was not invented
by Portugal. From Guinea to the Congo (Brazzaville),
we were, in 1946, members of a republic one and in­
divisible. The Ivory Coast was Overseas France, a
designation slightly stronger in its juridical meaning
than "ultramar portugues", But, in 1960, all these
countries became independent without France even
having to revise the Constitution which bound them
together. It is for France to say whether it regrets
having done so or whether, in doing so, it did not en­
hance its international prestige and cultural influence.
If we are to believe the latest statement made by
an eminent member of the French Government on
19 January 1962, decolonization has been a success.

69. It is true that Salazar has described this gesture
by France and the United Kingdom as abandonment,
and stated:

"It may be said that Portugal's tranquillity was a
veritable scandal and a source of envy in the eyes
of the world. Above all, it proved that there existed
a system of living and coexistence between whites
and blacks preferable to any other system."

70. This was Intended, in the last analysis, to show
that the attitude of abandoning positions, instead of
strengthening them and following the example of a
system representing centuri?s of experienc~,~d~e:n

a mistake. It is clear that, m Salazar's opmion, It is
a mistake for you and me to be seated today in this
hall. If truth be told, it is because of pride as much as
because of a lack of enlightenment that Portugal is so
stubbornly holding the clock back.

71. The unfortunate thing is that patience has its
limits and that the shortest jokes a~'e the best. Fifteen
years of patience-but PC'rtugal nevertheless suc­
ceeded in putting the doctrine of Satyagraha to the
test, and India succumbed. Violence verynearly gained
the upper hand again. The world, distraught, upset
and disturbed as in a nigbtmare, seemed to hear the
bell tolling for the United Nations.
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72. This turn of events is perilous at the same time
for Portugal for Africa, for the United Nations and
for the world. The spectacle that Portugal's obstinacy
almost visited upon the world because of Goa-while
a great Power such as France ceded Pondicherry-is
what our planet can expect if ill luck wills it that the
Africans should reach the end of their patience: a use­
less colonial war which would, however, lead to a
general conflagration, preceded by the disappearance
of the United Nations.

73. Such Western countries as France, the United
Kingdom, Italy and Belgiumwould then have a dramatic
choice to make between the obligations deriving from
NATO or individual agreements with Portugal, on the
one hand and commitments to the Conuhonwealth, the
community or individual agreements with African
states. Whatever their choice, it would upset the bal­
ance of forces in theworld, and a disastrous war would
ensue. Therefore, it is for an obvious reason that the
whole world is concerned over the problem ofAngola,
which is a threat to international peace and security.

74. In the March-April 1961 issue of a magazine
which has been distributed to us by the delegation of
Portugal, entitled Portugal, faits et documents, the
Portuguese Government implies that its colonial
policy has the support of the Church. Among other
things, it states that:

"The history of overseas Portugal is, of course,
the history of the expansion of the empire, but it
is also the history of the expansion of the faith. On
13 January~ the metropolitan bishops meeting in
plenary assembly at the Seminary of Olivais pUb­
lished a note in which they recall this truth and
point out that the signing of the missionary agree­
ment between the Portuguese Government and the
Holy See may be considered an act unique in con­
temporary history" ••• and they add: "The spread
of the Portuguese homeland in the different parts of
the world was based from the start on an ideal of
brotherly and human communionwithin the Christian
civilization."

The document ends with this supposed appeal by the
bishop of Lourenc;o Marques:

"1 am pleased to note the appeals for national
unity tranquillity and trust made by the central. , .
Government and the Government of the provmce.
The Catholic Church stands bythenation's side .••.
As a Catholic bishop ar.d as a Portuguese, I am
certain that everything will turn out for ti:<. best,
although at the COf3t of some sacrifices inAngola ••.
if Y'e maintain OUI' confidence and unity •.•n

75. I am not the Church's representative here, al­
though I do feel some pride in claiming membership
in this Church, but I represent a country which be­
lieves in God and which respects religious convictions
and God's ministers. As a Christian, I cannot allow
any further credence to be given to the id0as attri­
buted by this document to the Portugues~ Church,
because in the end they would justify the savage,
barbarous and frightful massacres of innocent and
peace-loving missionaries who have laboured and
still labour only because an African, Saint Augustin,
commanded them to spread charity thro.19hout the
world.

76. Why should not these so-called metropolitan'
bishops, who have been spreading the gospel for cen­
turies, resign as did their French and British fellow-
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on it under Chapter xn of the Charter and to evade
it& obligations under Chapter XI. With the permission
of the President and the indulgence of this Assembly,
I would describe that crude display of intellectual
gynmastics as a "legalistic somersault".

66. It is on the basis of thatfiction that, despite their
lrreversible destiny as· a free and independent people,
the Angolans are to suffer this martyrdom. It is on
the basis of that fiction that Portugal dal'es to describe
our debate as illegal. What is this fiction worth? I
have just shown that, legally, it is a fraud. But the
most serious consideration is that, psychologically, it
Cal'..Ilot satisfy nationalism. The fact of being a nation
is accompanied by the assertion of a people's own
worth, by its feeling of being a separate people, having
its own character sui generis, its own innate qualities
and its own past. But, despite the fiotion, Portuguese
laws have not succeeded in creating equality, even
between the illiterate Angolans and the illiterate Por­
tuguese. The Angolans have neither the same rights
nor the same duties as the Portuguese. Onlv the
criminal code is applied to them. They are not repre­
sented in the central organs of government.

67. Only in September 1961, under pressure of
events, was universal suffrage instituted in Angola,
and even then Portugal at once restricted it to those
who could read and write.

68. Many African delegations know that this fiction,
which has been called nold fashioned" , was not inveuted
by Portugal. From Guinea to the Congo (Brazzaville),
we were, in 1946, members of a repUblic one and in­
divisible. The Ivory Coast was Overseas France, a
designation slightly stronger in its juridical meaning
than "ultramar portugues". But, in 1960, all these
countries became independent without France even
having to revise the Constitution which bound them
together. It is for France to say whether it regrets
having done so or whether, in doing so, it did not en­
hance its international prestige and cultural influence.
If we are to believe the latest statement made by
an eminent member of the French Government on
19 January 1962, decolonization has been a success.

69. It is true that Salazar has described this gesture
by France and the United Kingdom as abandonment,
and stated:

"It may be said that Portugal's tranquillity was a
veritable scandal and a source of envy in the eyes
of tht' world. Above all, it proved that there existed
a sys\~em of living and coexistence between whites
and blacks preferable to any other system."

70. This was intended~ in the last analysis, to show
that the attitude of abandoning positions, instead of
strengthening them and follOWing the example of a
system representing centuri?s of experienc~,~d~e:n

a mistake. It is clear that, m Salazar's opmlOn, lt lS
a mistake for you and me to be seated today in this
hall. If truth be told, it is because of pride as much as
because of a lack of enlightenment that Portugal is so
stubbornly holding the clock back.

71. The unfortunate thing is that patience has its
limits and that the shortest jokes a~'e the best. Fifteen
years of patience-but PC'rtugal nevertheless suc­
ceeded in putting the doctrine of Satyagraha to the
test, and India succumbed. Violence verynearly gained
the upper hand again. The world, distraught, upset
and disturbed as in a nightm~re, seemed to hear the
bell tolling for the United Nations.
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missiQnaries to allow the hierarchy of the ino.igenous
clergy to be organized, so that the Church may be
firmly and permanently established among the new­
peoples in accordance with the Gospels and the in­
structions in the encyclicals Rerum ecclesiae of
Pius Xl, Evangeli praecones of Pius XlI and Princeps
pastorum of John XXIII? A church is truly set up in a
country only when that country has i~s own clergy at
every level. The missionary clergy must make way
for the local clergy.

77. Why does this magazine fail to mention the im­
portant and famous encyclical Fidei donum of Pius
XII, devoted entirely to Africa and expressing the
Church's viewpoint on African nationalism? Pius XII
says this:

"The assumption by the new peoples of the respon­
sibilities of political freedoms must be a matter of
concern, particularly today, to the Church, which
has witnessed the birth and growth of so many na­
tions in the course of the last centuries. On several
occasions already we have invited the nations con­
cerned to follow this path in a spirit of peace and
mutual understandtng. 'May a just and progressive
political freedom not be denied those peoples who
aspire thereto, and may no obstacle be placed in its
way', we have said to some. We 'have counselled
others 'to give credit to Europe for their progress,
without whose influence in all fields they mighthave
been led by blind. nationalism to throw themselves
into chaos and slavery'."

78. I have spoken of the Church because it is com­
mon knowledge that Portugal's colonial depredations
are carried on with the complicity of the Ohuroh, and
that Portugal itself, under the pretext of anti-Com­
munism, is bent on sowing confusion. Yet, being a
Christian like Salazar, I owed it to myself to take
issue with him, bearing in mind his favourite field of
discussion, and, basing myself on the Bible, Gospels
and doctrine, to demonstrate to him that he is 'guilty
of a grievous error-an error which is damaging and
disastrous to the Church whose name he invokes,and
that, if he believes that he is being martyred, he will
not be canoniz.ed for all that.

19. Let us, therefore, beseech Portugal to changeits
colonial policy, because it places the world In an ex-, '
f:osive situation. Let us inform Portugal that it is
supported by no one, that the mission to spread the
gospel was terminated in 1955 by order of Pius XII,
and that, in the encyclical which I have just read out,
the Pope commands that no obstacle be placed in the
way of the asptrattons of the African peoples.

80. Let us beseech Portugal's friends, some of
whom have remained our best friends, let us beseech
all the agencies of peace and peace-loving men to
convince Portugal that it is to the advantage of both
sides to substitute amicably genuine co-operation
based on equality for the anachronistic fetters of \Jolo­
nial bondage. It frees the colonized, restores their
personality and dignity, lightens the burdens of the
former met:r.opolitan country by eliminating the ex­
penses of sovereignty and strengthens its cultural
and economic presence because technical assistance
is requested on a greater scale.

81. Finally, let us beseech the Salazar Government
to carry out, before it is too late, the reforms re­
quired to make Angola independent.

82. Let us reassure Portugal, again calling on its
friends to wttness, that "Africa for the Africans"

does not mean the expulsion of the Whites who were
born there and have lived there for generations. The
Sub-Committee on the Situation in Angola states, in
paragraph 475 of its report [A/4978], that all the
Angolan nationalists hope that co-operation based on
equality will come about among the various racial
groups of Angola. "

83. Official statistics prove that, in the African
countries which have become independent infriendship
with their former metropolitan countries, the white
population has increased. Many of them, llikemy coun­
try, have adopted the jUs soli in theirnational or.de as
the source of nationality. And we in the Ivory 'Joast
are proud that, as soon as the decree giving ef .eet to
the national code was promulgated, the naturalization
of one of the deans of the French population of the
Ivory Coast w-s recorded. Henceforth, this citizen
has the same rights and obligations as any citizen of
the! Ivory Coast and, in that capacity, may shout along
with us: "Africa for the Africans".

84. In conclusion, I should like the Assembly to
know that my Government is taking part in this debate
primarily because it prizes peace and believes it to
be indispensable to the development of the African
States and the strengthening of their independence. It
also prizes the survival of the' United Nations, the
guardian of peace, whose disappearance would mean
the triumph of the law of the [ungle-e" survival of the
fittest" •

85. Then, my Government is convinced that the
awakening of the uncommitted world as a whole, "and

,the awakening of Africa in particular, with many
African countrtes becoming independent and aware
of a situation of dependence and inequality in the
enclaves still under domination, must lead to inde­
pendence for all Africa, because these facts taken
together constitute the course of history.

86. On the other hand, if we can do nothing to stop
this independence, we can do a great deal to channel
it in the direction most consistent with the world's
peaceful and harmonious development; otaerwtse it
will come about by violence which is admissible only
because there isa valid excuse for it but which
nevertheless endangers world peace. Let us act
quickly, so as to avoid "surprise Independence", The
United Nations is in difficulties because of the Congo;
what does Ruanda-Urundi's future have in storefor it?

87. Mr. Reu6 R6mond, Director of France's National
Foundation of Political Sciences, has said:

"These great colonial empires ... are like trees
long rotting from inside; despite their proudly ris­
ing branches, a mere gust of wind will bring them
down."

Let us .warn Portugal that it is taking on agreat
responsibility, let us ask it to act so that we are not
surprised by such a gust of wind which would carry
the United Nations away with it, for historyhas shown
that .the disintegration of international sootettes im­
perils the world.

88. Africa calls upon the Powers responsible for
preserving the peace that is essential to its economic
development and the strengtheningof its independence.
May the friends of Portugal do something, and may I,
in conclusion, offer for theGeneralAssembly's reflec­
tion a thought expressed by Mr. Houphouet-Boigny,
President of the Republic of the Ivory Coast, in the
message ne-delivered to the nation on 15January 1962:
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missiQnaries to allow the hierarchy of the ino.igenous
clergy to be organized, so that the Church may be
firmly and permanently established among the neW"
peoples in accordance with the Gospels and the in­
structions in the encyclicals Rerum ecclesiae of
Pius Xl, Evangeli praecones of Pius XlI and Princeps
pastorum of John XXIII? A church is truly set up in a
country only when that country has i~s own clergy at
every level. The missionary clergy must make way
for the local clergy.

77. Why does this magazine fail to mention the im­
portant and famous encyclical Fidei donum of Pius
XII, devoted entirely to Africa and expressing the
Church's viewpoint on African nationalism? Pius XII
says this:

"The assumption by the new peoples ofthe respon­
sibilities of political freedoms must be a matter of
concern, particularly today, to the ChurCh, which
has witnessed the birth and growth of so many na­
tions in the course of the last centuries. On several
occasions already we have invited the nations con­
cerned to follow this path in a spirit of peace and
mutual understanding., 'May a just and progressive
political freedom not be denied those peoples who
aspire thereto, and may no obstacle be placed in its
way', we have said to some. We thave counselled
others 'to give credit to Europe for their progress,
without whose influence in all fields they mighthave
been led by blind. nationalism to throw themselves
into chaos and slavery'."

78. I have spoken of the Church because it is com­
mon knowledge that Portugal's colonial depredations
are carried on with the complicity of the ChurCh, and
that Portugal itself, under the pretext of anti-Com­
munism, is bent on sowing confusion. Yet, being a
Christian like Salazar, I owed it to myself to take
issue with him, bearing in mind his favourite field of
discussion, and, basing myself on the Bible, Gospels
and doctrine, to demonstrate to him that he is 'guilty
of a grievous error-an error which is damaging and
disastrous to the Church whose name he invokes,and
that, if he believes that he is being martyred, he will
not be canoniz.ed for all that.

19. Let us, therefore, beseech Portugal to changeits
colonial policy, because it places the world irl an ex-, '
f:osive situation. Let us inform Portugal that it is
supported by no one, that the mission to spread the
gospel was terminated in 1955 by order of Pius XII,
and that, in the encyclical which I have just read out,
the Pope commands that no obstacle be placed in the
way of the aspirc~tionsof the African peoples.

80. Let us beseech Portugal's friends, some of
whom have remained our best friends, let us beseech
all the agencies of peace and peace-loving men to
convince Portugal that it is to the advant~ge of both
sides to substitute amicably genuine co-operation
based on equality for the anachronistic fetters of \Jolo­
nial bondage. It frees the colonized, restores their
personality and dignity, lightens the burdens of the
former met:r.opolitan country by eliminating the ex­
penses of sovereignty and strengthens its cultural
and economic presence because technical assistance
is requested on a greater scale.

81. Finally, let us beseech the Salazar Government
to carry out, before it is too late, the reforms re­
quired to make Angola independent.

82. Let us reassure Portugal, again calling on its
friends to witnessg that "Africa for the Africans"

does not mean the expulsion of the Whites who were
born there and have lived there for generations. The
Sub-Committee on the Sit.l13.tion in Angola states, in
paragraph 475 of its report [A/4978], that all the
Angolan nationalists hope that co-operation based on
equality will come abot\t among the various racial
groups of Angola. "

83. Official statistics prove that, in tht.) African
countries which have become independent infriendship
with their former metropolitan countries, the white
population has increased. Many of them, llike my coun­
try, have adopted the jUs soli in theirnational cr-de as
the source of nationality. And we in the Ivory 'Joast
are proud that, as soon as the decree giving ef ,ect to
the national code was promulgated, the naturalization
of one of the deans of the French population of the
Ivory Coast W"g recorded. Henceforth, this citizen
has the same rights and obligations as any citizen of
the! Ivory Coast and, in that capacity, may shout along
with us: "Africa for the Africans".

84. In conclusion, I should like the Assembly to
know that my Government is taking part in this debate
primarily because it prizes peace and believes it to
be indispensable to the development of the African
States and the strengthening of their independence. It
also prizes the survival of the' United Nations, the
guardian of peace, whose disappearance would mean
the triumph of the law of the jWlgle-"survival of the
fittest" •

85. Then, my Government is convinced that the
awakening of the uncommitted world as a whole, -and

,the awakening of Africa in particular, with many
African cOWltries. becoming independent and aware
of a situation of d~pendence and inequality in the
enclaves still under domination, must lead to inde­
pendence for all Africa, because these facts taken
together constitute the course of history.

86. On the other hand, if we can do nothing to stop
this independence, we can do a great deal to channel
it in the direction most consistent with the world's
peaceful and harmonious development; ot~erwise it
will come about by violence which is admissible only
because there isa valid excuse for it but which
nevertheless endanl~ers world peace. Let us act
quickly, so as to avoid "surprise independenge". The
United Nations is in difficulties because of the Congo;
what does Ruanda-Urundi's future have in storefor it?

87. Mr. Reu6 R6mond, Director of France's National
Foundation of Political Sciences, has said:

"These great colonial empires ... are like trees
long rotting from inside; despite their proudly ris­
ing branches, a mere gust of wind will bring them
down."

Let us ,'Ivarn Portugal that it is taking on agreat
responsibility, let us ask it to act so that we are not
surprised by such a gust of wind which would carry
the United Nations away with it, for historyhas shown
that .the disintegration of international societie~ im­
perils the world.

88. Africa calls upon the Powers responsible for
preserving the peace that is essential to its economic
development and the strengtheningof its independence.
May the friends of Portugal do something, and may I,
in conclusion, offer for theGeneralAssembly's reflec­
tion a thought exprEssed by Mr. Houphou~t-Boigny,

President of the Republic of the Ivory Coast, in the
message ne-delivered to the nation on 15January 1962:
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It is now the political and moral duty of the U'i.ited
Nations to take deoisive measures for the Implemen­
tation of this Declaration, especially in the case of
Angola where a savage colonial r6g~me is in control
and the indigenous African population is being merci­
lessly exterminated, to the horror of all mankind.

92. Is there any diffe:t$nce of opinion in so far as
the actual situation in Angola and the causes of the
tragic events of the past year in that long-suffering
Portuguese colony are concerned?

93. The report of the Sub-Committee on the Situation
in Angola [A/4978] and the statements already made
by almost twenty delegations at this session of the
Assembly clearly show that there is now almost oom­
plete agreement on these questions.

94. In its analysis of the position of the indigenous
African population in Angola, the United Nations Sub­
Committee cited countless facts and figures showing
the menial working conditions of the Angolans, the
obvious discrimination against them in matters of
land use and land ownership, the poverty and hunger
among the indigenous population, the absence of basic
educational and medical facilities, the complete dis­
franchisement of over 95 per cent of the African
population, who are unable to participate in political
and government activities, and the completelyarbi­
trary rule of the Portuguese local administrative
authorities.

95. The representatives of African and Asian States
who have spoken here, including the representatives
of Liberia, Nigeria, Senegal, Congo (Brazzaville),
United Arab Republic, Ceylon, Somalia, Syria, Afghan­
istan, Ivory Coast and other States, have fully con­
firmed the facts cited by the Sub-Committee and have
also given further details of the colonial exploitation
and the disfranchisement and poverty of the Angolan
people. They have all emphasized that the colonial
oppression and Inhrman living conditions of the indige­
nous population of Angola were the main cause of the
mass disturbances which occurred throughout last
year and which led to the mass repression and the
bloody colonial war being waged by the Portuguese
colonialists against the Angolan people.

96. Unbearable, inhuman living conditions of the
indigenous population, mass exterminationof Angolans
(over 50,000 dead), a Portuguese army which is
30.000 strong. is armed to the teeth and is continuing
its violence against the defenceless civilian popula­
tion-this is the true picture of the present situation
in Angola, which is a source ofprofound concern to
all freedom-loving peoples.

97. Nobody can dispute the fact, which is startling
in the twentieth century, that the Portuguese colo­
nialists are still using a system of forced labour in
Angola, with a fourteen-hour working day for all
indigenqus inhabitants aged fourteen to sixty years,
nor the fact that, in order to provide labour for their
firms, the Portuguese are rounding up people, as in
the time of slavery.

98. The officialiigures quoted in the Sub-Committee' s
report show that the wages of agricultural workers
are exceptionally low; such workers earn only about
$5.50 a month, t.e., less than twenty cents a day..What
IS more, the workers are not paid even this meagre
pittance in full but are forced to buy their products
and goods from their employers at high prices.

"Portugal has always pursued a policy of assimi­
lation in South and Central America (possessions
which it lost a long time ago), in India, where it has
just lost Goa after four centuries of occupation, and
in Africa, but one must learn to live with the times.

"Yesterday, the policy of assimilation may have
had its justifications. But today, with the wind of
independence which has swept over the world since
the last war, and with the attainment of independ­
ence by all the Asian States and most of the African
States, even if Portugal had succeeded in its assimi­
1ation policy to the extent of associating all its
African possessions on an absolutely equal footing
in the management of the affairs of the Portuguese­
African complex-and everyone knows this is not
the case-it would be difficult for those African pos­
sessions to resist the attraction of independence.

"Honestly, therefore, Portugal must reconsider its
position and peacefully bring its territories to inde­
pendence in full mutual friendship. This is in its real
interest.

"Some among us should be in a position to use their
influence on that country and especially on some of
its allies to persuade it to promote the rapid attain­
ment of international sovereighty by its' African
llOssessions.

"Portugal's allies must do so, if they do not wish
the independent Africa States not only. to condemn
their partner severely, but also to consider as the
Africans' only friends certain European or other
States which have no colonies in Africa or which
have concluded no alliances with colonizing countries
in Africa, even if we can accuse some of them of
imperialism elsewhere.

"Peace will be preoarious in Africa so long as
all its children have not recovered their freedom.
Let it be known once and for all that no African will
feel free. so long as other African brothers remain
under foreign domination."

89. Mr. ZORIN (Union of Soviet Socialist :a.epublics)
(translated from Russian): The situation in Angola
has already been considered by the GeneralAssembly
and has twice been discussed in the Security Council.
The mere fact .that the United Nations is discussing
the situation in Angola for the fourth time in a few
months shows that this is one of the most critical
international questions and a eontinufng cause of
world-wide concern.

90. Why is this problem important? The answer is
that the problem of Angola and the events there are
not Isolated, They are part of the general, irresistible
process ofthe liberation of the colonial peoples from
the bondage of the shameful colonial system. The
situation in Angola at this time is a clear tllustrattsn
of the consequences of Portuguese colonialism, which
long ago acquired the regrettable reputation of being
one of the cruellest and most blood-stained r6gimes
of colonial coercion and oppression.

91. This is why the people of Angola, and many other
African peoples, no longer wish to live under the un­
bearable conditions of colonial ser."'\'itude and have
risen up in a struggle for their liberation. Over a year
ago the United Nations adopted unanimously, without
a single dissenting vote, the historic Declaration on
the granting of independence to colonial countries and
peoples [resolution 1514 (XV)], which demands the
end of colonialism in all its forms and manifestations.
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It is now the political and moral duty of the U'i.ited
Nations to take deoisive measures for the implen..en­
tation of this Declaration, especially in the case of
Angola where a savage colonial r6g~me is in control
and the indigenous African population is being merci­
lessly exterminated, to the horror of all mankind.

92. Is there any diffe:t$nce of opinion in so far as
the actual situation in Angola and the causes of the
tragic events of the past year in that long-suffering
Portuguese colony are concerned?

93. The report of the Sub-Committee on the Situation
in Angola [A/4978] and the statements already made
by almost twenty delegations at this session of the
Assembly clearly show that there is now almostcom­
plete agreement on these questions.

94. In its analysis of the position of the indigenous
African population in Angola, th~ United Nations Sub­
Committee cited countless facts and figures showing
the menial working conditions of the Angolans, the
obvious discrimination against them in matters of
land use and land ownership, the poverty and hunger
among the indigenous population, the absence of basic
educational and medical facilities, the complete dis­
franchisement of over 95 per cent of the African
population, who are unable to participate in political
and government activities, and the completelyarbi­
trary rule of the Portuguese local administrative
authorities.

95. The representatives of African and Asian States
who have spoken here, including the representatives
of Liberia, Nigeria, Senegal, Congo (Brazzaville),
United Arab Republic, Ceylon, Somalia, Syria, Afghan­
istan, Ivory Coast and other States, have fully con­
firmed the facts cited by the Sub-Committee and have
also given further details of the colonial exploitation
and the disfranchisement and poverty of the Angolan
people. They have all emphasized that the colonial
oppression and inh\"man living conditions of the indige­
nous population of Angola were the main cause of the
mass disturbances which occurred throughout last
year and which led to the mass repression and the
bloody colonial war being waged by the Portuguese
colonialists against the Angolan people.

96. Unbearable, inhuman living conditions of the
indigenous population, mass exterminationofAngolans
(over 50,000 dead), a Portuguese army which is
30.000 strong. is armed to the teeth and is continuing
its violence against the defenceless civilian popula­
tion-this is the true picture of the present situation
in Angola, which is a source ofprofound concern to
all freedom-loving peoples.

97. Nobody can dispute the fact, which is startling
in the twenti,eth century, that the Portuguese colo­
nialists are still using a system of forced labour in
Angola, with a fourteen-hour working day for all
indigenqus inhabitants aged fourteen to sixty years,
nor the fact that, in order to provide labour for their
firms, the Portuguese are rounding up people, as in
the time of slavery.

98. The officialiigures quoted in the Sub-Committee' s
report show that the wages of agricultural workers
are exceptionally low; such workers earn only about
$5.50 a month, i.e., less than twenty cents a day..What
IS more, the workers are not paid eVEin this meagre
pittance in full but are forced to bUy their products
and goods from their employers at high prices.

"Portugal has always pursued a policy of assimi­
lation in South and Central America (possessions
which it lost a long time ago), in India, where it has
just lost Goa after four centuries of occupation, and
in Africa, but one must learn to live with the times.

"Yesterday, the policy of assimilation may have
had its justifications. But today, with the wind of
independence which has swept over the world since
the last war, and with the attainment of independ­
ence by all the Asian States and most of the African
States, even if Portugal had succeeded in its assimi­
1ation policy to the extent of associating all its
African possessions on an absolutely equal footing
in the management of the affairs of the Portuguese­
African complex-and everyone knows this is not
the case-it would be difficult for those African pos­
sessions to resist the attraction of independence.

"Honestly, therefore, Portugal must reconsider its
position and peacefully bring its territories to inde­
pendence in full mutual friendship. This is in its real
interest.

"Some among us should be in a position to use their
influence on that country and especially on some of
its allies to persuade it to promote the rapid attain­
ment of international sovereighty by its' African
llOssessions.

"Portugal's allies must do so, if they do not wish
the independent Africa States not only. to condenm
their partner severely, but also to consider as the
Africans' only friends certain European or other
States which have no colonies in Africa or which
have concluded no alliances with colonizing countries
in Africa, even if we can accuse some of them of
imperialism elsewhere.

"Peace will be preoarious in Africa so long as
all its children have not recovered their freedom.
Let it be known once and for all that no African will
feel free. so long as other African brothers remain
under foreign domination."

89. Mr. ZORIN (Union of Soviet Socialist :a.epublics)
(translated from Russian): The situation in Angola
has already been considered by the GeneralAssembly
and has twice been discussed in the Security Council.
The mere fact .that the United Nations is discussing
the situation in Angola for the fourth time in a few
months shows that this is one of the most critical
international questions and a continUing cause of
world-wide concern.

90. Why is this problem important? The answer is
that the problem of Angola and the events there are
not iGolated~ They are part of the general, irresistible
process of· the liberation of the colonial peoples from
the bondage of the shameful colonial system. The
situation in Angola at this time is a clear illustratiw
of the consequences of Portuguese colonialism, which
long ago acquired the regrettable reputation of being
one of the cruellest and most blood-stained r6gimes
of colonial coercion and oppression.

91. This is why the people of AngOla, and many other
African peoples, no longer wish to live under the un­
bearable conditions of colonial ser."'\'itude and have
risen up in a struggle for their liberation. Ovel' a year
ago the United Nations adopted unanimously, without
a single dissenting vote, the historic Declaration on
the granting of independence to colonial countries and
peoples [resolution 1514 (XV)], which demands the
end of colonialism in all its forms and manifestations.
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99. The vast majority of the population is still illit­
erate, and the children, instead of going to school,
are pressed into forced labour.

100. In a book published in New York, the well-known
Henrique Galvao, who was formerly a Portuguese
official in Angola, rightly says that "Only the dead
are really exempt from forced labour" in Angola, The
United Nations Sub-Committee, despite false state­
ments by the Portuguese Government, declares that
"there have not been substantial changes in labour
practices in Angola in the receet past" .

101. Incomplete contrast with what the represen­
tative of Portugal has said here and in the Security
Council about the so-called multi-racial, harmonious

. and united Portuguese state, the Sub-Committee on
the Situation in Angola states in p,\ragraph 203 of its
report that "the main source of dissatisfaction in
Angola was the baste distinction in status between
'indrgena' and 'nao-indfgena', formerly knownas 'nao­
civilizado' and' civilizado' and the concomitantadmin­
istrative practices".

102. The fact that Africans were long ago forced to
leave their birth-place and flee this Portuguese colony
is graphic proof of the unbearable .conditions. which
exist there. People who are familiar with the situation
in Angola describe in their books how, during the
period from 1937 to 1947, a total of almost 1 million
Africans emigrated from Angola and Mozambique
and how by 1947 there Were already almost 2 million
indigenous inhabitants in Angola and Mozambique
living outside these colonies. This process has con­
tinued uninterrupted (the Sub-Committee on the Situa­
tion in Angola conftrms this in its report), because
there has been no improvement in the colonialist hell
in which the Angolans live.

103. 'The savage exploitation bordering on slavery,
the absence of civil rights and the hunger and poverty
in Angola, not to mention the barbaric suppression
by the Portuguese authorities of the least manifesta­
tion of national feelings or of aspirations for freedom
and independence-these were the reasons which
forced the Angolan people to rise up "en masse"
against their oppressors. The Sub-Committee on the
Situation in Angola acknowledges this and states in its
report that "the conflict had broken out because of the
refusal of the Portuguese Government to respect the
legitimate aspirations of the Angolan people and its
efforts to preclude by force progress towards self­
determination in Angola" [ibid., para. 413].

104. The Angolans, numbering over 150,000, who left
Angola and settled in the Congo (Leopoldville) and in
the Congo (Brazzaville) had a reason for doing so.

105. How pitiful and false, in the light of these facts,
are the attempts by the Po:r-tuguese representative to
make it appear that the Angolan people could enjoy
a quiet life were it not for the activities of some quite
mythical "agitators" and "terrorists".

106. It is pointless to refer here to the legal fiction
of Portugal's so-called "overseas territories", which
has already been completely unmasked by several
representatives of Afro-Asian countries.

107. The Portuguese colonialists are among the most
obstinate in their attempts to resist the general and
irreversible process of the collapse of the colonial
system, using every means to preserve their authority
in Angola. These attempts are useless. You cannot
change the course of lrlstory!

,-,-'-'-'~.....'-" '-"--.~-.:..

108. Trying at all costs to suppress the national
liberation movement in Angola, the Portuguese oolo­
nialists have unleashed in that country a merciless
colonial war accompanied by the savage repression
and mass extermination of the indigenous population.

109. As long ago as 22 July 1961, a correspondent of
the London newspaper The Observer wrote that the
number of refugees who had disappeared wtthout a
trace was, according to all available information,
about 50,000, although Africans livingat Luanda thought
that the figure was twice as high.

110. On 27 July 1961, another United Kingdom news­
paper, the I Daily Herald. said that the first step was
to make short work of the village chiefs and of all per­
sons who had received an education. It also said that
the Portuguese administration had embarked upon a
course of exterminating potential African leaders and
that, in that course, there was no stopping half-way.

Ill. Blood-curdling facts about the mass brutality
of the Portuguese have already been cited here by the
representatives of many African States. The Por­
tuguese executioners inflict terrible torture on people
imprisoned for their participation in the struggle for
freedom-hands and feet are amputated, people are
cut up alive, and those who try to bury the corpses of
their tortured relatives are in their turn killed.

112. In its report, the SUb-Committee onthe Situation
in Angola. notes that "despite the resolutions of the
General Assembly and the Security Council, the Gov­
ernment of Portugal continued its policy of suppres­
sing the conflict by force" [ibid., para. 76]. The Sub­
Conunittee says that "measures for pacification, such
as the bombing of villages and areas suspected to
contain concentrations of rebels, including the use of
napalm bombs, resulted in the wounding and killing
of innocent persons, including persons attempting to
flee to safety across the border" [ibid., para. 126].
The report also states:

"The Sub-Committee is particularly concerned
about the reports and complaints that a large num­
ber of educated persons have been the victims of
the conflict and that repression and reprisals were
frequently directed against such persons because of
suspicion that they were the realor potenttal Ieaders
of the indigenous population.n [Ibid., para. 1/~9.]

113. It can be seen from the sub-Committee's report
that the criminal actions of the Portuguese Govern­
ment clearly amount to genocide, t.e., the mass exter­
mination of persons solely because they belong to a
particular race.

114. These brutalities and the extermination of the
indigenous population of Angola recall the sombre
days of the past. They are a terrible combination of
the medieval Inquisition and the Hitlerite methods
of mass extermination in which modern weapons are
used against unarmed persons. .

115. An absolute majority of the delegations at this
session of the Assembly accordingly concur in their
indisputable and severe evaluation of the grave situa­
tion in Angola and its main causes. Even those who,
constrained by their responsibilities as its allies,
would like to help Portugal in some way cannot come
to this rostrum and deny the staggering facts of the
savage colonial policy of theSalazarr6gime; they, too,
are forced to speak. of the need for Portugal to nget
into step with the times" and adopt a more sane policy.
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99. The vast majority of the population is still illit­
el'ate, and the children, instead of going to school,
are pressed into forced labour.

100. In a book published in New York, the well-known
Henrique Galvao, who was formerly a Portuguese
official in Angola, rightly says that "Only the dead
are really exempt from forced labour" in Angola~The
United Nations Sub-Committee, despite false state­
ments by the Portuguese Government, declares that
"there have not been substantial changes in labour
practices in Angola in the rece1:t past" .

101. Incomplete contrast with what the repreAen­
tative of Portugal has said here and in the Security
Council about the so-called multi-racial, harmonious

. and united Portuguese state, the Sub-Committee on
the· Situation in Angola states in p,\ragraph 203 of its
report that "the main source of dissatisfaction in
Angola was the basic· distinction in status between
lindfgenal and 'nao-indfgena', formerly known as 'nao­
civilizado' and' civilizado' and the concomitantadmin­
istrative practices".

102. The fact that Africans were long ago forced to
leave their birth-place and flee this Portuguese colony
is graphic proof of the unbearable .conditions. whil3h
exist there. People who are familiar with the situation
in Angola describe in their books how, during the
period from 1937 to 1947, a total of almost 1 million
Africans emigrated from Angola and Mozambique
and how by 1947 there Were already almost 2 million
indigenous inhabitants in Angola and Moz?mbique
living outside these colonies. This process has con­
tinued uninterrupted (the Sub-Committee on the Situa­
tion in Angola cl,)nfirms this in its report), because
there has been no improvement in the colonialist hell
in which the Angolans live.

103. 'The savage exploitation bordering on slavery,
the absence of civil rights and the hunger and poverty
in AngOla., not to menthm the barbaric suppression
by the Portuguese authorities of the least manifesta­
tion of national feelings or of aspirations for freedom
and independence-these were the reasons which
forced the Angolan people to rise up "en masse"
against their oppressors. The Sub-Committee on the
Situation in Angola acknowledges this and states in its
report that "the conflict had broken out because of the
refusal of the Portuf!»uese Government to respect the
legitimate aspirations of the Angolan people and its
efforts to preclude by force progress towa1'ds self­
determination in Angola" [ibid., para. 413].

104. The Angolans, numbering over 150,000, who left
Angola and settled in the Congo (Leopoldville) and in
the Congo (Brazzaville) had a reason for doing so.

105. How pitiful and false, in the light of ,these facts,
are the attempts by the Po:r-tuguese representative to
make it appear that the Angolan people could enjoy
a quiet life were it not for the activities of Slome quite
mythical "agitators" and "terrorists".

106. It is pointless to refer here to the legal fiction
of Portugal's so-called "overseas territories", which
has already been completely Wimasked by several
representatives of Afro-Asian countries.

107. The Portuguese colonialists are among the most
obstinate in their attempts to resist the general and
irreversible process of the collapse of the colonial
system, using every means to preserve their authority
in Angola. These attempts are useless. You cannot
change the course of lrlstory!

,-,-'-'-'~.....'-" '-"--.~-.:..

108. Trying at all costs to suppress the national
liberation movement in Angola, the Portuguese colo­
nialists bavs unleashed in that country a merciless
colonial war accompanied by the savage repression
and mass extermination of the indigenous population.

109. As long ago as 22 July 1961, a correspondent of
the London newspaper The Observer wrote that the
number of refugees who had disappeared without· a
trace was, according to all available information,
about 50,000, althoughAfricans livingat Luanda thought
that the figure was twice as high.

110. On 27 July 1961, another United Kingdom news­
paper, the I Daily Herald. said that the first step was
to make short work of the village chiefs and of all per­
sons who had received an education. It also said that
the Portuguese administration had embarked upon a
course of exterminating potential African leaders and
that, in that course, there was no stopping half-way.

Ill. Blood-curdling facts about the mass brutality
of the Portuguese have already been cited here by the
representatives of many African States. The Por­
tuguese executioners inflict terrible torture onpeople
imprisoned for their participation in the struggle for
freedom-hands and feet are amputated, people are
cut up alive, and those who try to bury the corpses of
their tortured relatives are in their turn killed.

112. In its report, the SUb-Committee onthe Situation
in Angola. notes that "despite the resolutions of the
General Assembly and the Security Council, the Gov­
ernment of Portugal continued its policy of suppres­
sing the conflict by force" [ibid., para. 76]. The Sub­
Conunittee says that "measures for pacification, such
as the bombing of villages and areas suspected to
contain concentrations of rebels, including the use of
napalm bombs, resulted in the wounding and killing
of innocent persons, including persons attempting to
flee to safety across the border" [ibid., para. 126].
The report also states:

"The Sub-Committee is particularly concerned
about the reports and complaints that a large num­
ber of educated persons have been the victims of
the conflict and that repression and reprisals were
frequently directed against s\lch persons because of
suspicion that they were the realor potentiallea!iers
of the indigenous population.n [Ibid., para. 1/~9.]

113. It can be seen from the sub-Committee's report
that the criminal actions of the Portuguese Govern­
ment cleax'ly amount to genocide, i.e., the mass exter­
mination of persons solely because they belong to a
particular race.

114. These brutalities and the extermination of the
indigenous population of Angola recall the sombre
days of the past. They are a terrible combination of
the medieval Inquisition and the Hitlerite methods
of mass extermination in which modern weapons are
used against unarmed persons. .

115. An absolute majority of the delegations at this
session of the Assembly accordingly concur in their
indisputable and severe evaluation of the grave situa­
tion in Angola and its main causes. Even those who,
constrained by their responsibilities as its allies,
would like to help Portugal in some way cannot come
to this rostrum and deny the staggering facts of the
savage colonial policy of theSalazarr6gime; they, too,
are forced to speak. of the need for Portugal to nget
into step with the times" and adopt a more sane policy.
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peoples had been adopted, this same dictator, Salazar,
had the impudence to say (I quote from The New York­
Times, which reproduced Salazar's statement infull):
"... a citizen, that is a man fully and consciously
integrated into a civilized polttioa! society, takes
centuries to achieve." And the :representative of Aus­
tralia wants to persuade this man-whom the repre­
sentative of the Congo (Brazzaville) rightly described
as a "medieval suzerain who survives in the twentieth
century" -and this Government to co-operate in the
implementation of the Declaration and the Security
Council resolution in Angola, Can anyone reallybelieve
that such an appeal will be successful?

120. No, the people of Angola, and all other peoples
.tn dependent territories, have the right to self-deter­
mination and independence, and they will achieve the
exercise of this right, whether or not the Portuguese
colonialists want them to. The Angolan people's de­
mand for independence is supported by all the States
Members of the United Nations that voted for the
Declaration on the granting of independence to colonial
countries and peoples, which states that: "The subjec­
tion of peoples to alien subjugation, domination and
exploitation constitutes a denial of fundamental human
rights, is contrary to the Charter of the United Nations
and is an impediment to the promotion of world peace
and co-operation". Any half-way proposals concern­
ing. the Angolan people's right to self-determination
and independence will not help their cause and will
only prolong their suffering.

121. As the representative of Liberia rightly stated
here, 500 years of Portuguese domination in Angola
have been quite long enough to prepare the people of
Angola for self-determination and independence, 8:.I.1.d
the Angolan people will not wait another hundred
years, as Salazar recommends.

122. The General Assembly and the Security Council
have adopted a number of resolutions calling u.pon
Portugal to comply with the decisions of the United
Nations and to carry out the provisions of the Declara­
tion on the granting of independence to colonial coun­
tries and peoples. One particular requirement of the
Declaration is that all repressive measures directed
against colonial peoples shall cease. The Portuguese
colonialists, however, have cynically answered the
decisions of the General Assembly by expanding the
COlOl....' ,'1 war in Angola and by the wholesale slaughter
of the indigenous people of that colony. They have
obstinately sought to prevent the adoption of any ef­
fective measures by United Nations bodies.

123. One of the many proofs 'of this assertion is the
report of the Sub-Oommitte on the SituationinAngola,
which states that the Sub-Committee was not able
even to visit Angola because of Portugal\s obdurate
resistance. It is not enough; therefore, simply to
stigmatize the colonizers from the United Nations
rostrum; there must be decisive steps to bring
pressure to bear on Portugal. Only a universal con­
demnation of the colonial war in Angola, decisive
collective action by all States Members of the United
Nations, the adoption of a decision to halt the supply­
ing of arms to Portugal and the application of other

. sanctions against Portugal canprevent the continuance
of Portugal's vicious colonial war in Angola and en­
able the people of Angola to exercise their legitimate
rights to self-determination and independence. Only
decisive steps of this nature can compel the Por­
tuguese Government to submit to the will of the over­
whelming majority of the. world's population.

le-

116. What in fact should be done? What can and should
the United Nations do in the face of the serious Angolan
crisis?

117. As far as Portugal's activities are concerned,
the Sub-Committee on the Situation in Angola rightly
says in its report that Portugal's military measures
cannot lead to lasting peace in Angola, because they
are not removing the basic causes of the conflict in
this Portuguese colony: The SUb-Committee also
states that "the means to solve the present difficulties
are to be sought mainlywithinAngola through a drastic
reorientation of policy in conformity with the obliga­
tions of Portugal under the Charter and the relevant
recommendations and decistons of the GeneralAssem­
bly and the Security Council" [ibid., para. 431]. But
what does the implementation of these recommenda­
tions and decisions mean? It means that only the
earliest possible abolition of the colonial system in
Angola can put an end to the conflict and provide a
solution to the serious situation which has arisen. It
means an immediate end to the colonial war in Angola
ar. ~o the repreasion- of the Angolan people, and the
release of all Angolan political prisoners. It means
the establishment of the political conditions necessary
fo~ the exercise by the Angolan people of their right
to self-determination and independence.

118. However, it would be naive to thinkthat the Por­
tuguese colonialists will grant these demands of their
own free will. It is well known that colonizers yield
their ground only under the pressure of the struggle
for natlonal Iiberadon, This is how many young coun­
tries of Africa and Asia, which are now represented
here, won their independence. The United Nations
cannot remain indifferent to the just struggle of the
Angolan people, and it shouldtake immediate measures
to force the Portuguese colonialists to grant these
demands. Portugal's attitude towards the Angolan
people's demands for self-determination can be seen
from the -report of the SUb-Committee on the situation
in Angola and from the statements made by Portuguese
representatives both here and at Lisbon. The report
states that the Africans' "demands for self-govern­
ment, self-determination Or independence were
regarded as subversive and were repressed with
severity" by the Portuguese authorities.

1190 On 3 December 1960, during the discussion of
the Declaration on the granting of independence to
colonial countries and peoples, the Portuguese repre-

. sentative said here in the Assembly [934th meeting],
in the most brazen manner, that "Portuguese nation­
hood was completely alien to the practice of colo­
nialism". This is indeed brazen, for referring to the
Security Council resolution of 9 June 1961, the same
representative, speaking in the Council, described
that resolution.!QI as "illegal and unjust". In his speech
:In this Assembly on 15 January this year [1088th
meeting], he repeated this view and added that the
Security Council had adopted a "pro-terrorist reso­
lution ••• With a view to propaganda". In addition,
Salazar, the head of the fascist Government of Por-':'
tugal, speaking on 30 November 1960 at Lisbon about
those who want to give the Angolan people the possi­
bility of .self-determination, said "They come too
late, for the job has already been done", and he added
that Portugal had already granted self-determination
to the Angolan people. After the Declaration on the
granting of independence to colonial countries and
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centuries to achieve." And the :representative of Aus­
tralia wants to persuade this man-whom the repre­
sentative of the Congo (Brazzaville) rightly described
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century" -and this Government to co-operate in the
implementation of the Declaration and the Security
Council resolution inAngola. Can anyone reallybelieve
that such an appeal will be successful?

120. No, the people of Angola, and all other peoples
.in dependent territories, have the right to self-deter­
mination and independence, and they will achieve the
exercise of this right, whether 0r not the Portuguese
colonialists want them to. The Angolan people's de­
mand for independence is supported by all the States
Members of the United Nations that voted for the
Decl8,ration on the granting of independence to colonial
countries and peoples, which states that: "The subjec­
tion of peoples to alien subjugation, domination and
exploitation constitutes a denial of fWldamental human
rights, is contrary to the Charter of the United Nations
and is an impediment to the promotion of world peace
and co-operation". Any half-way proposals concern­
ing. the Angolan people's right to self-determination
and independence will not help their cause and will
only prolong their suffering.

121. As the representative of Liberia rightly stated
here, 500 years of Portuguese domination in Angola
have been quite long enough to prepare the people of
Angola for self-determination and independence, 8:.I.1.d
the Angolan people will not wait another hundr~d
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122. The General Assembly and the Security Council
have adopted a number of resolutions calling u.pon
Portugal to comply with the decisions of the United
Nations and to carry out the provisions of the Declara­
tion on the granting of independence to colonial coun­
tries and peoples. One particular requirement of the
Declaration is that all repressive measures directed
against colonial peoples shall cease. The Portuguese
colonialists, however, have cynically answered the
decisions of the General Assembly by expanding the
COlOl....' ,'1 war in Angola and by the wholesale slaughter
of the indigenous people of that colony. They have
obstinately sought to prevent the adoption of any ef­
fective measures by United Nations bodies.

123. One of the many proofs 'of this assertion is the
re,port of the Sub-Committe on the SituationinAngola,
which states that the Sub-Committee was not able
even to visit Angola because of Portugal\s obdurate
resistance. It is not enough; therefore, simply to
stigmatize the colonizers from the United Nations
rostrum; there must be decisive steps to bring
pressure to bear on Portugal. Only a universal con­
denmation of the colonial war in Angola, decisive
collective action by all States Members of the United
Nations, the adoption of a decision to halt the supply­
ing of arms to Portugal and the application of other

. sanctions against Portugal canprevent the continuance
of Portugal's vicious colonial war in Angola and en­
able the people of Angola to exercise their legitimate
rights to self-determination and independence. Only
decisive steps of this nature can compel the Por­
tuguese Government to submit to the will of the over­
whelming majority of the. world's population.
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116. What in fact should be done?What can and should
the United Nations do in the face of the serious Angolan
crisis?

117. As far as Portugal's activities are concerned,
the Sub-Committee on the Situation in Angola rightly
says in its report that Portugal's military measures
cannot lead to lasting peace in Angola, because they
are not removing ,the basic causes of the conflict in
this Portuguese colony: The SUb-Committee also
states that "the means to solve the present difficulties
are to be sought mainlywithinAngola through a drastic
reorientation of policy in conformity with the obliga­
tions of Portugal under the Charter and the relevant
recommendations and decibions of the GeneralAssem­
bly and the Security Council" [ibid., para. 431]. But
what does the implementation of these recommenda­
tions and decisions mean? It means that only the
earliest possible abolition of the colonial system in
Angola can put an end to the conflict and provide a
solution to the serious situation which has arisen. It
means an immediate end to the colonial war in Angola
ar. ~o the repression· of the Angolan people, and the
release of all Angolan political prisoners. It means
the establishment of the political conditions necessary
fo~ the exercise by the Angolan people of their right
to self-determination and independence.

118. However, it would be naive to thinkthat the Por­
tuguese colonialists will grant these demands of their
own free will. It is well known that colonizers yield
their ground only under the pressure of the struggle
for na.tionalliberaUon. This is how many young coun­
tries of Africa and Asia, which are now represented
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cannot remain indifferent to the just struggle of the
Angolan people, and it shouldtake immediate measures
to force the Portuguese colonialists to grant these
demands. Portugal's attitude towards the Angolan
people's demands for self-determination can be seen
from the -report of the SUb-Committee on the situation
in Angola and from the statements madeby Portuguese
representatives both here and at Lisbon. The report
states that the Africans' "demands for self-govern­
ment, self-determination Or independence were
regarded as subversive and were repressed with
severity" by the Portuguese authorities.

1190 On 3 December 1960, during the discussion of
the Declaration on the granting of independence to
colonial count::ries and peoples, the Portuguese repre-

. sentative said here in the Assembly [934th meeting],
in the most brazen manner, that "Portuguese nation­
hood was completely alien to the practice of colo­
nialism". This is indeed brazen, for referring to the
Security Council resolution of 9 June 1961, the same
representative, speaking in the Council, described
that resolution.!QI as "illegal and unjust". In his speech
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'qleeting], he repeated this view and added that the
Security Council had adopted a "pro-terrorist reso­
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124. The Committee of Seventeen, created by the
Assembly to supervise the implementation of the
Declaration, should devote itself in the first instance
to the question of giving effect to the Declaration in
Angola and should report thereon to the General As­
sembly at its seventeenth session.

125. We cannot, moreover, ignore the activities of
those States which place their relations with Portugal
as an ally above the provisions of the United Nations
Charter and the unanimously expressed will of the
great majority of States which hold that the colonial
system should be aboltshed at once.

126. Everyone knows that dictator Salazar'sGovern­
ment could not maintain its hold on Angola, Mozam­
bique or the other colonies, in which 112 million people
live, without the support of the U:nited States of
America, the United Kingdom, the Federal Republic
of Germany and other NATO countrles.

12'1. It is well known, for instance, that under a
variety cf plans for the defence of the so-called free
world, Portugal has received from the United States
weapons and ammunition to a value of nearly $300
million.

128. What is more, within the framework of NATO the
. colonialists work out joint programmes for combat­

ing the national liberation movement of the colonial
peoples. All the States which belong to NATO take
part, directly or indirectly, in the colonialwar against
the people of Angola. The very fact that among the
many organs of this aggressive alliance there is a
special committee on African questions is evidence
of this. This committee, as is known, prepares and
co-ordinates the measures to be taken by the colo­
nialists to repress the national liberation movement
of the African peoples. In this connexion, the members
of NATO have divided the different tasks amongst
themselvesj the actual fighting against the Angolan
people is done by the Portuguese army, while the
weapons and ammunition are supplied by the United
states and Western Germany.

129. The Federal Republic of Germany, one of the
.rmgleaders of NATO, plays a significant role, after
that of the United States, in the preparationand execu­
tion of measures against the colonial liberation move­
ment. According' to Press reports, the Federal Re­
public of Germany has provided Portugal with 10,000
rapid-firing carbines for punitive operations inAngola.

130. Apart from military and political ties and com­
mon colonialist interest, the countries of NATO are
also united by common economic interests. Byprotect­
ing Portugal and supplying it with weapons, the United
states and the other members of the North Atlantic
alliance seek to retain for their monopolies the enor­
mous -profits they extract from Angola and other
African countries. According to official United States
statistics, United States companies in Africa have
received $1,234 million in profits over the last fifteen
years. According to a report in the Africannewspaper
VEssor of 8 July 1961, there were in Angola over
100 registered concessions granted to various foreign
firms, including United states firms. What is more,
many nominally Portuguese companies are actually
controlled by United States or UnitedKingdomcapital.
A large part of Angolan coffee, as well as all the
manganese and other raw materials mined in Angola,
is delivered by Portugal to the United States. The
Angola Diamond Company, which has monopolized all
diamond mining, is controlled by United States na-

tionals together with United Kingdom nationals and
Belgians. The Krupp concern of Western Ge~~y
has signed a contract with the Portuguese Company
Mineira de Lobito for the extraction of 1 million
tons of iron ore annually in southern Angola. Foreign
monopolies hold key positions in' industry, agricul­
ture, export and other sectors of the Angolaneconomy.

131. The true anti-colonialism of countries will be
tested, as is always the case, in the decision ofspe­
cific issues. At this juncture, when the fate of ~'Ae

people of Angola is at stake, pious praise for the
suffering colonial peoples wUI be of no use whatso­
ever. What is needed is practical action.

132. The draft resolution submitted by the BUlgarian
and Polish delegations [A/L.383] is fully in accord
with the Purposes and Principles of the United Nations.
It proposes the steps which our Organization must

.take if it wishes to remain true to its Charter, its
-roals and its ideals. Is it not, after all, in keeping
with the United Nattons Charter to propose that the
right of the people' of Angola to self-determination
and independence should be solemnly reaffirmed?

133. If the United Nations is obliged, under its
Charter, to reaffirm faith in human rights, in the
dignity and worth of the human person, in the equal
rights of nations large and small, then must not the
General Assembly condemn the colonial war pursued
by Portugal against the Angolan people 'and demand
that the Government of Por~al should end that war
at once? The General Assembly has, after all, in its
historic Declaration on the granting of independence
to colonial countries and peoples, plainly declared
that It all armed action or repressive measures of all
kinds directed against dependent peoples shall cease" .

134. It Is this very demand that is put forward in the
Polish and Bulgarian draft resolution, whichalso con­
tains a number of further points that have no other
purpose but to safeguard the rights of the Angolan
people to life, freedom and independence.

135. Can there possibly be anything objectionable
in these demands? Can we possibly regard as exces­
sive or as overstepping the United Nations Charter
the recommendation, for instance, that all States
should deny to the Government ofPortugal any support
and assistance, including assistance in the form of
arms and war material, and that they should put an
end to any export to Portugal of arms or any kind of
war material? . \\
136. We consider this question to be of particular
importance. From the attitude taken towards this
proposal by the great Powers, It will be possible to
judge on whose side they stand and whose interests
they defend. From the attitude taken by the great
Powers towards this concrete proposal, it will be
possible to [udge what they in fact hold dearer: the
most essential and vital interests of the people of
Angola or the colonialist interests of their allies in
the NATO military bloc.
137. If the United States really believes in its own
statements about United States· anti-colonialism and
about the readiness of the United states to uphold the
interests of colonial peoples, then that country should
naturally support the proposal set forth in the Bul­
garian and Polish draft resolution; it should bring
pressure to bear on its junior partner in NATO; it
should put an end to the economic and military assist­
ance which Portugal is being given in its colonial
war against the Angolan people.
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historic Declaration on the granting of independence
to colonial countries and peoples, plainly declared
that It all armed action or repressive measures of all
kinds dirl3cted against dependent peoples shall cease" .

134. It il3 this very demand that is put forward in the
Polish and Bulgarian draft resolution, whichalso con­
tains a number of further points that have no other
purpose but to safeguard the rights of the Angolan
people to life, freedom and independence.

135. Can there possibly be anything objectionable
in these demands? Can we possibly regard as exces­
sive or as overstepping the United Nations Charter
the recommendation, for instance, that all States
should deny to the Government ofPortugal any support
and assistance, including assistance in the form of
arms and war material, and that they should put an
end to any export to Portugal of arms or any kind of
war material? . \\
136. We consider this question to be of particular
importance. From the attitude taken towards this
proposal by the great Powers, it· will be possible to
judge on whose side they stand and whose interests
they defend. From the attitude taken by the great
Powers towards this concrete proposal, it will be
possible to jUdge what they in fact hold dearer: the
most essential and vital interests of the people of
Angola or the colonialist interests of their allies in
the NATO military bloc.
137. If the United States really believes in its own
statements about United States· anti-colonialism and
about the readiness of the United states to uphold the
interests of colonial peoples, then that country should
naturally support the proposal set forth in the Bul­
garian and Polish draft resolution; it should bring
pressure to bear on its junior partner in NATO; it
should put an end to the economic and military assist­
ance which Portugal is being given in its colonial
war against the Angolan people.
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138. The representative of the Ivory Coast,who spoke
just before me, appealed, to these Powers to bring
their influence to bear on their ally. We join him in
this appeal.

139. The General Assembly Declarationon the grant­
ing of independence to colonial countries and peoples,
the resolution on the implementation of that Declara­
tion adopted at this session [resolution 1654 (XVI)],
and the BUlgarian and Polish draft resolution now
before us are all proposals concerned with the peace­
ful settlement of the colonial issue, includmg the
issue of Angola. In all these documents it is proposed
that Portugal, as a Member of the United Nations,
should fulfil its obligations under the United Nations
Charter. Portugal has, however, flatly refused to
fulfil its obligations. It has refused to carry out a
Security Council resolution on Angola whichis binding
on Portugal in accordance with Article 25of the United
Nations Charter. That Article states:

"The Members Qf the United Nations agree to
accept and carry out the dectstons of the Security
Council in accordance with the present Charter."

140. Yet here, before our very eyes, the represen­
tative of Portugal declared that this resolution of the
Security Council was illegal and that Portugal did not
intend to comply with it. '

141. Portugal, a Member of the United Nations, con­
tinues its colonial war in Angola despite the existence
of a clear decision by the Security Council calling
for the cessation of that war and of all repressive
measures' against the Angolan people. The' General
Assembly now stands confronted with a most flagrant
violation by Portugal of its obligations as a Member
of the United Nations. Flouting the will of the great
majority of States Members of the United Nations. Por­
tugal has refused even to allow the United Nations
Sub-Committee into Angola, despite the fact that the
General Assembly and the Security Council have spe­
cifically entrusted the Sub-Committ~fJ with such a
mission..

142. Hence, through its actions, the Salazar Govern­
ment has to all intents arid purposes placed ,Portugal
outside the pale of the United Nations. That Govtirn­
ment has disregarded and flagrantly violated the
Charter and all the United Nations resolutions con­
cerning Angola in its hopeless and desperate attempt' '
to keep Angola in the grip of Portuguese colonial
slavery. Is there any likelihoodin these circumstances
that, without the enforcement measures provided for
in the Charter, Salazar and his Government can be
induced to alter their policy on Agenda and to grant,
by peaceful means, real freedom and independence
to the people of Angola?

143•. All exhortations and high-minded appeals to
Salazar, such as those which we heard here from the
representative of Australia, testify either to the
nal'vet~ of the authors of EiU0h expressions and their
unWillingness to face facts or to a desire to delay the
solution of this vital question on the specious pretext
of conducting negotiations which-in view of the
present stand, and I would say in view of the present .
fascist Government of Portugal--obviously cannot
lead to any constructive results.

144. The question of Angola has become one of the
most' acute colonial problems at a time when the
United Nations is going through an important phase
or its history. The attitude of the colonial peoples
to the United Nations in general and to its role in
world a.ffairs will to a large extent depend upon the
decision taken on the Angolan question by the General
Assembly at this session. If the United Nations shows
itself to be bankrupt and incapable of taking real steps
to ensure the implementation of its historic Declara­
tion on the gr~nting of independence to colonial coun­
tries and peoples, if it does not stop the colonial war
in Angola and does not support the national liberation
struggle fof the Angolan people, then it is beyond ques­
tion that the peoples of Angola and of the other colo­
nies will lose all faith in the United Nations.

145. The warning addressed to the colonialists in
December 1960 by N.S.Khrushchev, Chairman of
the Council of Ministers of the USSR, appears espe­
cially weighty and timely at this moment. He said:

"If the colonial Powers, in defiance of the United
Nations, continue to obstruct the liberation of op­
pressed peoples and oppose their independence,
these peoples will have no recourse but to sweep
away in resolute struggle all the obstacles raised
in their path. And in this struggle they will not re­
main alone. tI

146. The demand of the Angolan people for self­
determination and independence is supported by the
majority of States Members of the United Nations.
If the Portuguese colonizers go counter to the will
of this. majority, it will be so much the worse for
them. The Portuguese Government's refusal to carry
out the provisions of the Declaration merely aggra­
vates international friction and tension and represents
a sertous threat to international peace and security.
Responsibility in this matter will rest with Portugal
and those who support it.

1:47. The Soviet Union will continue its policy of
supporting the struggle of the oppressed peoples
against colonialism and their efforts to achieve their
national independence.

148e : In keeping with this policy, the Sovietdelegation
fully supports the draft resotutton submitted to the
General Assembly at this session by Poland and
Bulgariae . This draft resolution opens the way to a
solution of the Angolan question that is both just and
in full accord with the United Nations Charter and.
the Declaration of 14 December 1960. We are con­
vinced that all those who are interested in a peaceful
and just solution of this question will also support
the draft resolution.

149. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): In
accordance with the announcement I made last week
[109Oth meeting, para. 1], the list of speakers wishing
to take the floor' on this question is closed. There
are stil~ thirty-six speakers on it. I hope that, with
the co-operation of all the Members of our Assembly,
we shall be able to conclude the debate this week and
perhays consider the draft resolutions and finish the
discussion ot them next Monday, 29 January. The
First Committee may then take up the item on its
~genda.

The meeting rose at 6.5 p.m,
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138. The representative of the Ivory Coast,who spoke
just before me, appealed, to these Powers to bring
their influence to bear on their ally. We join him in
this appeal.

139. The General Assembly Declarationon the grant­
ing of independence to colonial countries and peoples,
the resolution on the implementation of that Declara­
tion adopted at this session [resolution 1654 (XVI)],
and the BUlgarian and Polish draft resolution now
before us are all proposals concerned with the peace­
ful settlement of the colonial issue, inclUding the
issue of Angola. In all these documents it is proposed
that Portugal, as a Member of the United Nations,
should fulfil its obligations under the United Nations
Charter. Portugal has, however, flatly refused to
fulfil its obligations. It has refused to carry out a
Security Council resolution on Angola whichis binding
on Portugal in accordance withArticle 25 of the United
Nations Charter. That Article states:

"The Members Qf the United Nations agree to
accept and carry out the dacisions of the Security
Council in accordance with the present Charter."

140. Yet here, before our very eyes, the represen­
tative of Portugal declared that this resolution of the
Security Council was illegal and that Portugal did not
intend to comply with it. '

141. Portugal, a Member of the United Nations, con­
tinues its colonial war in Angola despite the existence
of a clear decision by the Security Council calling
for the cessation of that war and of all repressive
measures' against the Angolan people. The'General
Assembly now stands confronted with a most flagrant
violation by Portugal of its obligations as a Member
of the United Nations. Flouting the will of the great
majority of States Members ofthe United Nations. Por­
tugal has refused even to allow the United Nations
Sub-Committee into Angola, despite the fact that the
General Assembly and the Security Council have spe­
cifically entrusted the Sub-Committ~fJ with such a
mission..

142. Hence, through its actions, the Salazar Govern­
ment has to all intents arid purposes placed ,Portugal
outside the pale of the United Nations. That Govtirn­
ment has disregarded and flagrantly violated the
Charter and all the United Nations resolutions con­
cerning Angola in its hopeless and desperate attempt' '
to keep Angola in the grip of portuguese colonial
slavery. Is there any likelihoodin these circumstances
that, without the enforcement measures provided for
in the Charter, Salazar and his Government can be
induced to alter their policy on Agenda and to grant,
by peaceful means, real freedom and independence
to the people of Angola?

143•. All exhortations and high-minded appeals to
Salazar, such as those which we heard here from the
representative of Australia, testify either to the
nal'vet~ of the authors of EiU0h expressions and their
unWillingness to face facts or to a desire to delay the
solution of this vital question on the specious pretext
of conducting negotiations which-in view of the
present stand, and I would say in view of the present .
fascist Government of Portugal--obviously cannot
lead to any constructive results.

144. The question of Angola has become one of the
most' acute colonial problems at a time when the
United Nations is going through an important phase
of· its history. The attitude of the colonial peoples
to the United Nations in gf:)neral. and to its role in
world a.ffairs will to a large extent depend upon the
decision taken on the Angolan question by the General
Assembly at this session. If the United Nations shows
itself to be bankrupt and incapable of taking real steps
to ensure the implementation of its historic Declara­
tion on the gr~nting of independence to colonial coun­
tries and peoples, if it does not stop the colonial war
in Angola and does not support the national liberation
struggle fof the Angolan pe:>ple, then it is beyond ques­
tion that the peoples of Angola and of the other colo­
nies will lose all faith in the United Nations.

145. The warning addressed to the colonialists in
December 1960 by N.S.Khrushchev, Chairman of
the Council of Ministers of the USSR, appears espe­
cially weighty and timely at this moment. He said:

"If the colonial Powers, in defiance of the United
Nations, continue to obstruct the liberation of op­
pressed peoples and oppose their independence,
these peoples will have no recourse but to sweep
away in resolute struggle all the obstacles raised
in their path. And in this struggle they will not re­
main alone. tI

146. The demand of the Angolan people for se1£­
determination and independence is supported by the
majority of States Members of the United Nations.
If the Portuguese colonizers go counter to the will
of this. majority, it will be so much the worse for
them. The Portuguese Government's refusal to carry
out the provisions of the Declaration merely aggra­
,rates international friction and tension and represents
a ser~ous threat to international peace and security.
Responsibility in this matter will rest with Portugal
and those who support it.

1:47. The Soviet Union will continue its policy of
supporting the struggle of the oppressed peoples
against colonialism and their efforts to achieve their
national independence.

148•. In keeping with this policy, the Sovietdelegation
fully supports the draft I''3solution submitted to the
General Assembly at this session by Poland and
Bulgaria•. This draft resolution opens the way to a
solution of the Angolan question that is both just and
in full accord with the United Nations Charter and.
the Declaration of 14 December 1960. We are con­
vinced that all those who are interested in a peaceful
and just solution of this question will also support
the draft resolution.

149. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): In
accordance with the announcement I made last week
[109Oth meeting, para. 1], the list of speakers wishing
to take the floor' on this question is closed. There
are stil~ thirty-six speakers on it. I hope that, with
the co-operation of all the Members of our Assembly,
we shall be able to conclude the debate this week an~

perhays consider the draft resolutions and finish the
discussion ot them next Monday, 29 January. The
First Committee may then take up the item on its
~genda.

The meeting rose at 6.5 p.m.
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