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THE UNITED NATIONS DECAnE FOR VTOVlEN: EQ,UALIr:py, DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE, 1976-1985
(agenda item 4) (.£.ontinued): .

TEE PROGRAMME FOR THE DECADE Al\fD R8LA'}'.ED QUESTIONS INCLiJDING TECHNICAL
CO-OPERATION ACTIVITIES (E/CN.6/594 and Corr.l, 594/Add.li E/CN.6/682)

1. Ai'ter a procedural discussion in which the CHAIRM1l1~, Ms. BOKOR-SZEGO (Hungary),
Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), Miss GONZALEZ MARTINEZ (Mexico),
Mrs. ROMANOVICH (Dyelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic), Mr. EHSASSI (Iran),
Mrs. :BRUCE (Assistant Dtrecto:r, centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs),
Mrs. TALLAltJY (Egypt), Mrs. HIRLEMANIJ (France) and IViI's. DEVAUD (FJ.'ance) took part,
the CHJ~IRMAN invited the Commission-to consider document B!CN.6/L.682.

2. Jl'liss TYABJI (India) said she believed that sbe could accept the first part of
the document on behalf of the 1I.siOO' group, since it contained general observations
and recommendations which the Commission vias not called upon to amend.

3. Miss GONZALEZ MARTI}lliZ (Mexico) said that she would appreciate clarification of
paragraph 9• The first part of the paragraph indicateq. that organizational structures
should be strengthened at all levels, but the last seIltence conveyed the impression
that they should be strengthened at the national level only.

4. Mrs. BRUCE (Assistant Director, Centre for Social Development and Hurnani t arian
Affairs) thought that paragraph 9 was simply intended as a general statement
indicating the need to strengthen machinery and organizational structures for the
programme for the Decade at the international, regional or national level alike.
It might, in fact, be better to delete the last sentence in the paragraph.

5. Mrs. IIUSSEIN (Egypt) said that, in point of fact, paragraph 9 reflected the
views of her own delegation, which considered that structures at any level shoul~ be
flexible and responsive, and that work at the international level should be designed
to reach the coun >ry level. If not, i·c wouLd be a mere bur-aaucz-at.i.c exercise and
would not serve any purpose.

6. Miss GONZALEZ MARTHTEZ (Nexico) said that, having heard the explanation by the
representative of Egypt, she understood the need to retain the sentence which might,
however, be redrafted.

7. The CHAI1~T requested the delegations of Mexico and Egypt to work together on
a new version of the last sentence of paragraph 9.
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international and regional levels upon which the programme for the Decade would be
baaed , and had referred to the Declaration of Mexi.co , the l'lorld Plan, regiona,1 plans
of action and regional resolutions, as 'well as General Assembly and Economic and.
Social Council re solutions. Her delegation endorsed the reference to the importance
of national action, supported by action at the regional and global levels.
Paragraph 3, which listed minimum objectives for regional plans of actitm,-r'eferred
to the very difficult problem of increased empl.oymerrt opportunities for women and
the reduction of unemployment. Her delegation believed that the objective in, that
regard should be the complete elimination of unemployment by the end of the Decade,
and she proposed that sub-paragraph (d) should be redrafted along those Li.na s, "

10. Noting that the number of seminars organized by the United Nations had,declined
considerably in recent years, she said that her delegation regarded seminars as an ,
effeotive and productive method of work and oonsideredtha.t more should be organized'
Ln connexion with the Decade. In conclusion, she felt that the first part"cf' "
paragraph'lO might be amended to read "subs tant.La.l re sources" rather than "re souz-ces
of great magni tude " • ' ,

11. Mrs. ROMANOvicH (Byelorussian Soviet Soo.i.al.Ls t Republic) said that herdelegation
appreciated the working paper produced by the Secretariat. She agreed with the
Soviet representative's remarks on paragraph 10, but thought it might be sufficient
to say "require'resources, both within ••• • •11."""'"

12. Mrs. TALLA\ifY (Egypt) said that her delegation was satisfied with the' way it s
pos i tion had been reflected in the working paper. It nevertheless proposed that

, the title of section I should be amended to read: !'The United Nations 'De cads 'for
Women: Equali t;y-, Deve.lopment and Peace - Policies,Principles and Mandates".

13.' Mr. LEHMAtm (Denmark) said that, as his delegation had not had time to study
the working paper in sufficient detail, it re se rved its position on fhe document as a
whole and, in particular, on section I, paragraph 1, which referred to various'
General Assembly and Economic and Social Council resolutions, on some of whicp his
de Le ga.t.Lon had voted against or abstained. ",~... ,....

14. Mrs. COENE (Belgium) said that her delegation found section I of the working paper
to be generally acceptable, although it had some questions, particularly concerning
paragraph 3 (d).

15. Mrs. DEVAUJ) , (France) said that her delegation also considered seotion·rto··be
generally acceptable. It nevertheless reserved Lts position on paragraph 1 (a) and
(c), which referred to certain General Assembly and Economic and Social Council
resolutions with which it had not been in agreement. It al so reserved its po ai, -tion
on paragraph 11, which did not specify the financial: implications of the use of
"adequate resources from the regular budget".

16. Mrs. HUTAR (United states of America) said that the substance of the working
paper was generally acceptable to her delegation which was, however, conce::ned about
the wording of paragraph 1 (a), (b) and (c). For example, the reference In .
paragraph 1 (b) to General Assembly resolution 3520 (X)ili) , on which her delegatlon
had abstained, might prevent her delegation from approving tha.t paragraph.



r
E/CN.6/SR.653
page 4' .

11. Mrs. BRUGE (Assistant Director, Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian
Affa:irs),said that section 1. 3 (a) to (n), should be pla.ced in quota.tion marks because
it ,was Cl,. direct quote from paragraph 46 o f '!~he'Vtorld Plan of /\.Ction~, The same drafting
change should be made in the case of paragraph 4(a)' to ,(c)? wh.i.ch had been directly
quoted from paragr-aph 3 of General .a.s aembLy reso~u tion 3520 (XXX). , ','

18. Ms. HOERZ (German Democratic Republic), referring to section II.G.'entitled .
If Increased involvement of women in political life and in international co-operation and
the maintenance of peace ", said that as the maintenance of international peace arid
security was an essential condition for the well-being of all mankind, the United Nations
Decade for Women should also be proclaimed as a' decade for the achievement of progress
in bringing about general and complete disarmament, in destroying nuclear, chemical
and bacteriological weapons and in promqting the principle of the peaceful settlement
of disputes. Similarly, measures should be taken during the Decade to increase ~he
pariic,ipatfOn of women in the struggle for the elimination of racism, racial diSc:rimination
and apartheid, and all States which had not yet done so should 'be urged to ratify the I
International Convention on the Suppr-e asd.on and 'Puni.ahmsnt of the'Crime' of Apartheid.
In 'that connsxj.on , she noted that resoiution 3 adopted by the World Conference Of the I
International Women's Year had requested the Secretary-General to 'report to the
General As~embly on the ~ff~cts of apartheid on the status of women. Her delegation
'wou.Id circulate a wOl'king paper on that' SUbject at a later meeting,.;: ... ,... : .. -

19. Mr.TILLFORS (Sw'eden) said that his .country had reserved its position on some 'of
the General Assembly and Economic and S6cialeouncil resolutions mentioned in
section 1.1. (a) to (c)., Those reservations were still va.l.i d ,

20. Ms. LAMINA (Madagascar) 'said that the working pape'cwas ' gen~rally acceptable; and
explained that .some of the pro vi ai.ona of the programme for the Decade were already being
implemented in her country and prepara'tions were being made for the implementation of
others. However, her delegation, was of the opinion that the words "Sex Discrimination"
in the title of section n.A. should be replaced' 'by 'the:'wbrds "Di scr-imi.nafii.on against
Women"~ .' , .'..

21. Mre·. MORIYA11A. (Observer for Japan), speaki.ng at the invitation of, the Chairman,
said that, in general, the working paper prepared by tbe Secretariat gave a clear idea
of the goals and objectives of the Decade for Women and prov.Idad excellent guidelines
for the act.L vi ties to .be 'ca:rri~d out by countries with a view to implementing the .
programme for the Decade •.

.-
22. Mrs., JANJIO (Internationa.l Labour Organisation), speaking on behalf of FAO as well
as .the 110, said tha.t section 1.1. of the working' paper should contain a reference' to
the decisions' and resolutions adopted by the specialized agencies during the International
Women's Year~ She therefore suggested·theadditiori of the following two sentences after
paragraph 1 (a): "In addition to theal;>ove....;men'~ioned resolutions, a number of decisions
and resolutions were adopted during tli~' Int~rna.tibrial Women IS Year by the specialized
agencies. These texts give a special mandate to these organizations concerning various

I
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technical subjects which are included in the programme for the Decade and for which they
should, in accordance with the mandate given to them as members of the United Nations
family, continue to be responsible".

23. Ms. S.AN.DLtnill (Sweden), referring to section Ir.A. relating to "National Action
1976-1980", proposed that, since her country had not yet taken a decision on how to
guarantee the principle of non-discrimination on grounds of sex - a matter which waS
usually discussed in the course of collective bargaining between employers and trade
unions - paragraph (a) on page 8 of the working paper should be amended to read: "The
principle of non-discrimination on grounds of sex should be guaranteed through
consti tutional and legislative or other appropriate measures".

24. Mr. ESHASSI (Iran), noting that the programme should give the highest priority to
the establishment of the International Research and Training Institute for the
Advancement of Women, proposed that section ILB,., paragraph 1 (d), should be amended to
read: "The regional centres and regional economic commissions and other regional
intergovernmental organizations ,(Inter-American Commission of Women and Arab Women's
Committee) should co-ordinate their activities wi th those of the International Research
and Training Ins ti tute for the Advancement 0 f Women".

25. He also proposed that the following new paragraph 2 should be added after
paragraph l(d):

"2. The International Research and Training Iris t.i tute for the Advancement of Women
should not only be par-t of general research and methodological a.ctivi ties, but
should also be regarded as one of the cornerstones of programming aimed at the
integration of women in development.

In embarking upon its work as soon as possible, the Institute, in addition
to the aims and objectives established for i"~ by the Economic and SQQ,ial Council,
should:

(a)" Constitute one of the basic elemants of the programme for the Decade for
Women: Equality, Development and Peace, 1976-1985, in accordance with the goals'
of the World Conference of the International Ivomeh I s Year; and

(b) Mw<e a substantial contribution to the preparation of the World
Conference to be held in 1980".

Subsequent paragraphs would be renumbered accordingly.

26. Mrs. HUTAR (United States of America) proposed that the following new
sub-paragraph (iii) should be added to section II.B., paragraph 1 (b):

"(iii) The United Nations should stress the importance of assistance from
individuals from non-governmental organizations and Governments for consultative
services related to the implementation of the World Plan of Action, particularly
during the Decade for Women~ 1976-1985.

"The Uni ted Nations should develop a corps of women experts, responsible to
the Commission on the Status of Women, which would be available on a regional
basis for consultations and for reporting on various aspects of the implementation
of the World Plan of Ac tion.
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"Such services would include responding to requests from Governmen tsj
intergovernmental organizations and national machinery and volun~ary associations,
as well as key government personnel, for guidance in the adaptat~on of the Plan
to specific country needs.

"Consul tants should be prepared to provide guidance on the following;

1. How to design projects from the Plan;

2. How to adapt the Plan to the national deve'l opmerit priorities of the
country;

3. How to develop and justify project proposals;

4. How to obtain government -arid private support;

5. How to utilize the coal.i, t.i.on concept in uniting large numbers of women' s
groups in support of projects which prOVide long-term benefits to women;

6. How to work with and. strengthen national machinery or develop the
necessary machinery ..There it does not exist for sustained attention to
prngrammes and projects and to ensure a greater amount of support for
the effective implementation of the World Plan of Action during the
Decade for Women".

27. That a.mendment 1ITaS designed to facili tate the work of the Commission and the
implementation of national, regional and international progTammes for the Decade for
Women.

28. Miss GONZALEZ MARTlNEZ (MeXico) requested the Secretariat to specify the number
of the Economic and Social OOID1cil resolution referred to in section II.A. 2 (a), and
the number of the Commission resolution referred to in section Ir.!. 3 (b). Referring
to the first paragraph on page 8, she said that courses in subjects other th~ home
economics and the stereotyping of roles should also be providedfqr both boys and girls
as a means of eliminating inequality be tween men and women. .

29. Her delegation fully supported the amendments to section rI.B. proposed by Iran
and relating to the establishment and the acti vi ties of the International Research and
Training Institute for the Advancement of Homen. With regard to section Ir.B .2, on
the improvement of U18 data. base and information neceasary for drawing up programmes and
policies, she said ii was not clear which general and specific studies had already been
completed and VThichwere now being carried out. Moreove'r,parq,graph 2 (b)'-(i):·should
indicate that the International Research and Training Institute :for the Advancement of
Women would take part in the survey of existing data and information.

30. Section rLB. 3 (a), referred to the elaboration of a joint inteI\-organizational
programme for the Decade for Women. Tha.t programme.had, however, been mentioned in
document E/CN.6/S94 as the "joint inter-agency programme l1 • . The Conunission shoulcl decide
exactly what the title of that programme would be. Lastly; she said that her delegation
did not understand how the specializedagencie's would be able to concentrate action on
the "national development planning and moui, taring systems 11 referred to in
section II. B. 3 (a) (iii). .

!
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31. Mrs. DEVAUD (France), speaking on a point of order, protested that her delegation
had. had time to read only the first part of the working paper and therefore '·C'onsidereo.
it improper for the Mexican delegation to comment on, and propose amendments to, all
sections of the working'paper at the present stage.

j[

32. Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) observed that ample time had
been allowed for the submission of amendmerrts prior to the preparation of the working
paper by the Secretariat. While delegations should not be barred from maki.ngmi.nor'
changes in the text at the current stage, the submission of sometimes lengthy amendments
of substance requiring considerable time for translation and study would inevitably
hamper progress and might even prevent the Commission from completing consideration' of
the programme for the Decade at the current session. If it was to achieve results,
the Commission should follow the procedure it had itself established and conduct its
work in a more rational fashion.

33. The CHAI~T assured the USSR representative that translations of the new
amendments to the working paper would be made available to the Commission as soon as
possible.

34. Mrs. TALLAWY (Egypt) pointed out that the deadline which the Commission had
established for the submission of amendments to the Working Group had passed. While
they might now refer to amendments which had not been incorporated in the working paper,
delegations should not, in her view, introduce entirely new points, for time was short.
She sugges ted that the Working Paper should be discus sed paragraph by paragraph;" wi th
statements being limited to five minutes.

35. Miss TYABJI (India) associated herself with the comments made by the representatives
of the USSR and Egypt concerning the submission of amendments and suggested that, in
order to save time, the working paper should be discussed by sections rather than
paragraphs .

36. Mrs. BRUCE (Assistant Director, Centre for Social Development and Hurnanitarian
Affairs) said she was quite alarmed by the length of some of the amendments already
submitted' and the promise of more to come, for the Secretariat could simply n?tcop~
with thein, draft resolutions and the Rapporteur I s report at such a lat!3,st'age i:J:\ the,
session. Since it was usual for instruments as important as the programme for the
Decade, for which the working paper was intended to serve as a basis, to be incorpo;rated
in a Gener-al, Assembly resolution, the problem of the time needed to study" new,-",
amendments might be solved by a decision of the Commission to transmit the prog;ramme. to
the General Assembly through the resumed session of the Economic and Social Council.

37. The CHAIRMAN invited the Commission to consider the ~rkin~paper paragraph by.
paragraph.

Section I. General Observations and Recommendations

38. The CHAIRMAN said that, if there was no objection;she'wo'uld..'t'a1ce'it'that the
Commission approved the Egyptian proposal that the title of the section slmuld be
amended to read "The United Nations Decade for Women: Eguali ty, Development and Peace
Policies, Principles and Mandates".

39. It was so decided.
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Paragraph 1

40. The CHAIRJ.vlAN suggested that d.iscussion of the paragraph should be postponed. until
delegations which had expressed reservations on it had been able to consult their
Governments.

41. fus. HIRLEMANN (France) suggested that it might be sufficient if such reservations
were noted in the summary record of the meeting.

42. Mrs. HUT.AR (United States of .America) supported the Chairman's suggestion.
Delegations having reservations could hold consultations that evening and report back
to the Commission the following clay.

43. The CHAIRMAN said it was hoped that the consultations would result in a simple'
formula, which could perhaps be incorporated in the final version of the working paper
as a foot-note.

44. Mrs. DEVAUTI (France) emphasized that her delegation, which had reservations
concerning several points in the document under discussion, would be satisfied if they
were noted in the relevant paragraphs of the summary record and, at most, if a foot-note
call~ng attention thereto was included in the final version of the working ·paper.

Paragraph 2

45. Mr. LEHMANN (Denmark) proposed that the words "as adopted" should be added after
the word "documents".

46. It was so decided.

47. Paragraph 2 was adopted as amend.ed.•

Paragraph "3

48. Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) drew attentikn to her
proposal to replace the word "reduction" in sub-paragraph (d) by the word "elimination ll •

49. The CRAIRMANexplained that the text could not be changed because it waa ia .
quotation from the World. Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Objectives of
the International Womenls Year. The amendment might be made at some other point in
the working paper where the same phrase occurred.

50. Paragraph 3 was adopted.

Paragraphs 4-8

51. Paragraphs 4-8 were adopted.

r
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52. !J..l"!~.'_l~'.!-~A.-YLY: (r<;gypt) announced thn:t, follolTi-ng consultations oe-tvleen heroW1;l_­
delegation and thL1.G or' 1"Iexico, the latter had accepted the finalseritence of" the
p8.re.g:ce.pn ,

.~~:I·c:,greJi1 10

5i l-' £'1::§~_ ClJJIEW: (Canada) drm'l attention to the :reservations expressed by her__
d010ea t~:on .ccnccr-ni.ng the budgetary' l"eso1ll'cesfor the programme.

55. ,~t2.~..}T.Ii.m~!.:.~VA (Un:.oa of Soviet Socialist Repu.blics) proposed that the phrase i

"of great mfi(;ni'~,llde" should be deleted.

58. !~~f!..!......ll;I:Rr.~.l'rn (Prance) recalled her delegation I s reservations concerning the
term "adaqua'te r'esour-cea'! ,

59. ~iT~!pIE~A (Canada) drevl attention to the reservations expressed by hel"
d81E!ti,~ttion concerning the budgetary r'esour-cea for the programme.

60. ~!!'l~_.;IG.'YR. (United states of America) proposed that the beginning of' the-paragraph
ahoul.d ~e araendcd ·co read: "A readjustment in priorities within the·regular budge-t ••• H.

61. !1:c:~..:_J~~.TjCl~ (Assistant Director, Centre for Socia.l Development and Humanitarian
Affail"f.) aa.id "c.l'Jb.C thc United states arner.dmerrt might confuse' the issue, fei'T·:1. i could
be ·(;2k.::1 -:;0 ID9rm that the Secretariat should carry out its duties under the programme
us.i'r:g or..ly the ~taff .it a.lready had, and that would be impossible. The prov:j.sions of
PaJ~Cl{~J:'::.phf3 16 and 17 of General Assembly r-aso'Lut.Lon 3520 (XXX) should be taken into
3%01.'l1t l.:ith regnrd to the rGsources l·eguired. for implementation of. the programme,
The Sec::""8tariat had submi.tted its proposals for the medium-term. plan. to the Policy' and ..
Prcgr-anme Co-ordination Committee of the Economic and Social Council, which had decided
that ins p~og~amme for the Decade should be included in the list of activi~ies

requix-ing a :-:r2ater than average increase' in staff resources _ The Secretariat had"
also propar-ed r'evi.sed budgetary estimates for 1977, and they would. be considered by
the General 'AafJ0tubly at its next session. . :'....... _

. ."

62, E+~8. I-W1-ffi (United States of America) ''lithdrew' her amendment.

63. !iT_~' NIKOLIIEVA (Union of Soviet Spcialist Republios) recalled that she had expressed
concern e2vrlicr that paragr'aph TL: seemed to pt';lat variance yrifh thepro'l{isirncohcern;ing
lte::idihg resources 11 contained inparagrapJ1 16 of General A.s 13embly ,r~solu,tion 3520 (XXX).
As ·~h() Cotnai s s i on could not very Hell give the impression that it was attempting to . .
1'C7,')7':3e P. dec i e.i on of the General Assembly, she proposed the deletion of paragrap11 ri ,



w:;::zm;at&idi1M¥JJJi&&lf1i4iAlA4iQ1t"W,Yi' .,g"".'tAP.JdY.w.i2

ElcN. 6/SR. 653
page 10

64. NI'. E~SSI (h'an) f ound the paragraph acceptable, for it simply stated. the
Commission's view that the Secretariat department wh.ich l"roulcl be responsible for
implementing the programme would 'require grsater resources than were at presezrt
3Yailable to it.

65u The CHAIRMJ~N said that the Secretariat found the paragraph acceptable in its
present form and hoped that it would be retained.

66. Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said she appreciated the
Secretariat I s concern. However, the Commission had already indicated in paragraph 10
what the implementationo~ the programmewQuld entail, and it was simply no t icompe'tent
to tell the General Assembly and its Fifth Committee how and where the resources in
question' should be found, as it appeared to be doing in paragraph Ll ,

67. The CHAIRMAN explained, that the paragraph waa intended only as a recommendation
to the General Assembly. If necessary, note could be taken of the USSR representative IS

objection.

68. Mrs. T.ALLAWY (Egypt) agreed with the Chairman concerning the intent of the
paragraph, and said that the Commission had a right to draw the attention of the
competent United Nations organs to What it considered to be necessary for its,own
Secretariat. Strengthening of the Secretariat was essential if the programme was to be
carriecl out. In her opinion, the paragraph should be retained and any reservations
recorded. .

69. Ms. SANDLUND (Sweden) said that it was extremely important to retain paragraph 11
in order to ensure that the Secretariat woul.d be ad.equately equipped to perform all its
duties' connected with. the Decade.

. .

70. Mr. EHSASSI (Iran) believed that the Commission was competent to make recommendations
to the General Assembly of the, kind contained in paragraph 11. Naturally, as the
USSR representative had. said, the' final decision on such recOL'~nendations laywi th the
higher body.

71. Ms. SNYDER (Observer for the EconomicCornmission for Africa), speaking at the
invitation of the Chairman, said she woul.d like to point out for the information of har
colleagues that the four regional" commissions had been assigned only two United Nations
regional posts, namely, one in ECLA and ohe in ECE. Sbe hoped that in futu~e more
full-time posts woul.d be made available for them. '

72. Mrs. ROMANOVICH (Byelorussian Soviet SOCialist Republic) said that her delegation
reserved its right to revert to and comment on Ilaragraphll, for she shared the vieHs
of the USSR representative on the matter.

73. Mr~. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that paragraph 11 could
be reworded in the form of a f!lexible, rec'ommendation or, request whi ch 'would be
acceptable to all delegations. In her opini:on, no final decision on that paragraph was
called for.
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74.·Mrs:I1i~I.NN·-(F~an·ce) said that she agreed with the representativ~ of Iran that
the Commi.aai.on had th~. right and dL!:ty,to make' a re~.ammendation; howevez, she. did. not
feel it was necessary to take a formal decision on that point.

75, The CHAIRMAN suggested that the paragraph could be reworded in the form of. a
recommendation by the use of the words "is 'd.esirable". '

76. Miss TYABJI (India) supported that suggestion, but thought that the paragr~ph
should. be redrafted to state that adequate resources should be found, as the
Assistant Director had indicated that it was unlikely that they wouLd .be-found.

77 ", Mrs. BRUCE (Assistant Director, Centre for Social Development and' Humani tarian
Affairs) explained that the' Cominission was not called upon to take any :decision in the
matter, as the actual decision was the responsibility of the Fifth Oommittee.

78. Mrs. HIRLEMANN (France), supported by Ms. BOKOR-SZEGO (Hungar,y), sa~d that the
French text should. be brought more into line with the original English.

79. Mrs •. SAYLO (Indonesia) said she was satisfied with the Assistant Director's
explanation; after all, paragraph 11 Was not a recommendation but only a statement,
and she felt that it was fully in11ne with General Assembly resolution. 3520 (XJO{).

80. The CHAIRMAN suggested that the representatives of the USSR, F~anoe'and HungarY
should try to agree on a satisfactory text for paragraph 11.

81. Mrs. HIRLEMANN (France) proposed. that the paragraph should be amended to begin
wi th the words: "It would be desirable that adequate resources from the regula:t
budget ... ".

82~ Mr. EHSASSI (Iran) suggested that it might be sufficient merely to replace the
word "essential" in the second line by the word "des.i rabLe 11.

83. Miss TYABJI (India) thought that "desirable!' WaS too weak. She propos.ed that the
paragraph should be amended to read: lilt is recommended that adequate resouroes from
the regular budget both for staffing for Headquarters and for the secr~tariats of
regional commissions' be provided, as they are essential to ensure· the .continui ty ••• ", e to.

It.was so decided.

;1: :
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Section 11. Specif.:i-.9_ areas for ac_~ion to attaip_ to threefold.ybjeets of tpe Decade

A. ' Formulationan._d Implementation of Int~9rn_atio1l§) St8nd~t.?s_j_<?.JD1~in?j;~.se:i
Di..§.£!'}minat ion

86. Ms~INA (liladagascar) proposed that the words "Sex Discrimination" in the
sub-heading should be replaced. by the words ":Discrimination against Women". '

:E!3-ragraph 1

87. Ms ..BOKOR-SZEGO (Hungary) said that, although she was fully in favour of the idea
behind sub-paragraphs (a) and (b), she personally would prefer the following text:
"It would be desirable t.hat the General Assembly should adopt the convention as soon,
as the Commission on the Status of Women had completed its preparation of the tei£,
and that t1)e convention should enter into force as soon as possible".

88. Mrs .I!Q§§EIN (Egypt) said that her deLogat Lon preferred the ori.... 'xial text; ~n her
opinion, the words "It would be-'d.esfrabie 11 would weaken it.

89. Miss TY.AJ3JI (India) agreed.

90. :M~,-LOR1lNGER (Canada) said that although the Commission could not fix any dates,
it might express the desire that the Convention should be adopted and enter into force
within a certain time.

91. Mrs. BEIKAL (Observer for the League of Arab States) speaking at the invitation
of the ChairmM: .suggested the addition of a sub-paragraph (c) to the effect that the
United Nations regional commissions, as well as the competent regional intergove~nmental

commissions, should take all appropriate measures to disseminate information concerning
all United Nations instruments in the field. of elimination of discrimination against
women.and should encourage the Governments in their regions to adopt and implement such
instruments. ' ' .

92. Mrs. SALYO (Indonesia) considered it only appropriate that the time-table in
sub-paragraphs (a) and (b) should be expressed in a positive manner.

93. Mrs. TALLAWY (Egypt) said she could see no objection to the dates prescribed in
sUb~paragraph~ (a) end Cb), as they were not of a mandatory nature but merely a
recommendation by the Commission with regard to one of the targets of the Decade for
Women. Her delegation also supported the suggestion made by the 'Observer for the
League of Arab States.

9~. Mrs. COENE (Belgium) said she failed to see how the Commission could set any
satisfactory deadlines, for it was still uncertain when the convention would be
completed.

95. M~s. BRUCE (Assistant Director, Centre for Social Development 8nd Humanitarian
Affairs), replying to a question asked earlier by the Mexican representative concerning
section II.A.2.(a), said that the relevant resolution was Economic and Social Council
resolution 1667 (LII) of 31 May 1972, which had established a consolidated system of
reporting on instrtuuents concerning the status of women. A report on that matter was ta
be found in document E/CN. 6/592.

The meeting rose at 6.30 p.m.




