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THE UNITED NATTONS DECADE FOR WOMEN: EQUALITY, DEVELCPMENT AND PEACE, 1976-1985"
(a.genda,\,‘;itsmxill) (cotitinued) s o ;

(a) EVXLﬁATION OF ACTTVITIES UNDERTAKEN DURING THE INTERNATIONAL WQMBN"{& YEAR
" (E/CN.6/593, EJ/CN.6/NGO/261) \
ME ' TECHNICAL
(b) THE PROGRAMME FOR THE DECADE AND REIATED QUESTIONS INCLUDING
CO—OPERATTON ACTIVITIES (E/CN.6/594 and Corr. 1, B/CN.6/594/Add.1, 595, 596,
597, 603 and 604; EB/CN.6/NGO/261)

(¢) REVIEW AND APPRATSAL OF PROGRESS MADE UNDER THE INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
STRATEGY FOR THE SECOND UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT DECADE AND IN THE
IMPTEMENTATTON OF THE WORLD PLAN OF AGTION (E/CN.6/598 and 4dd.1 and 2, 599)

(d) PREPARATORY WORK FOR THE 1980 CONFERENCE (E/CN.6/600; E/CN.6/NG0O/258)

1. Mrg. PERALVER de LEPAGE (Venezuela) expressed regret that the doculpents relating
to the important item under consideration had not been distributed earlier and that
they did not mention her Government's comments, supplied at the Secretary-General's
request.

2. In her delegation's view, women's integration in the development process was
indispensable .and imperative, and.one of the most effective ways of achieving it was
to press for the establishment of fhe new world economic order, one of whose component
elements was the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States. On the occasion of
the International Women's Year, a presidential commission had been set up in her
country to evaluate the legal, economic and social status of women, to study and
co-ordinate the restructuring and centralization of existing services and projects for
women, and to draw up standards for the planning and execution of various programmes
in that field at the national level. The first Venezuelan congress of women, attended
by more than 2,000 delegates representing all political parties and social and trade
union organizations, had been organized under the commission's auspices. Five
parliamentary bills aimed at improving the status of women in Venezuela, drafted by
the commission, weie at present under consideration.

3.  Mrs. COCKCROFT (United Kingdom) suggested that the genefa.l discussion should be
closed and that the Commission should proceed to the detailed consideration of
part III of document E/CN.6/594.

4. Mr., BHSASST (Tran) proposed the immediate establishment of a drafting group t& =
examine agenda item 4 (b) with a view to making practical proposals to the plenary.

5. After a procedural discussion in vhich Begum FARIDT (Pakistan), Mrs. NIKOLAEVA
(Union of Soviet Sccialist Republics), Miss GONZAIEZ MARTINEZ (Mexico),

Mrs. COCKCROFT (United Kingdom), Mrs, DEVAUD (France), Mrs, BRUCE (Assistant Director,
Centre for Social Development and Humaniterian Affairs), Miss TYABJT (India) and

Miss HERRAN (Colombia) took part, the CHATRMAN suggested that the general debate
should be considered closed and that the Commission should proceed to a discussion,
section by section, of part III of document E/CI\T.6/594. A drafting group would be
set up when all delegations had had an opportunity to express their views and make .
specific suggestions regarding the Programme for the Decade. o

6. Tt was so agreed.
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7.  Mrs. SALYO (Indonesia) suggested that the comparative studies referred to in
section 4.3. fa) should deal with education and employment as well as with famlly law
and that, when the study on the sharing of family responsibilities (section 4.3, (b))
was embarked upon, account should e taken of differences in family structures in
various areas of the world. R

8. Mrs. COCKCROFT (United Kingdom) proposed the addition of a gsection A.3. ( )
providing for a study on the social and economic evaluation of the work of the
homemaker.

9, Mrs. DEVAUD (France) supported that proposal. «ith regard to section A.3. (a),
she stressed the importance of elaborating regional standards before any attempt was
made to draw up internalional onesg. .

10. Mrs. NIKOLAEVA {Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) also supported the

United Kingdom delegate's proposal and suggested that, in view of the study to be
undertaken by the International Labour Organisation under ILO Recommendation No. 123
of 1965, section 4.3, should also include a study on the question of women workers
with family responsibilities. In her view; the order of priorities should be as
follows:

{a) study on the position of working women with family responsibilities;

(b) comparative studies and elaboration of international standards cn dlfferent
aspects of fdmlly law; :

(c) study on the eoonomicwevaluation of the work of the homemaker;
(d) . istudy on the sharing of family responsibilities.

11. She did not personally have great faith in the usefulness of the last of those
studies; the question of the sharing of family responsibilitizs would surely continue
to be decided by individual families, and it might be wise not to interfere with their
freedom of choice in the matter. However, as the issue was specifically mentioned

in a General Asgembly resolution, she was not proposing that the study should be
gxcluded from the programme but merely that it should not be given top priority.

12. Miss TYABJI (India) suggested that a study on the position of the ‘divorced woman
and her responsibilities should be included in section A.3. (a).

13. Mrg. BRUCE (A351stant Dlreotor, Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian
4ffairs) said that both the studies listed in section A.3%. emanated from
recommendations adopted 1n.bhe past by the Commission itgelf. A programme of
studies on different aspects of family law, including gquestions connected with
divorce and with parental rights and duties, as well as on women's property rights,
had been initiated in the 1960s and would have been completed by the present session
had the Secretariat's efforts not been diverted in other directions by proposals
contained in the World Plan of Action.
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14. Ms. BOKOR-SZEGO (Hungary) pointed out that the draft agenda for the. forthcoming
UNESCO General -Conference included an item on human rights with a sub~item on the
rights of women.  In-her: opinion, the Commission should express its satisfaction
on that account, and declare its readiness to co-operate with UNESCO with a view to
avoiding duplication of effort.

15. Mrs, JANJIC (International Labour Organisation), referring to the suggestion

by the representative of Indonesia for the inclusion 6f a study on women in
employment, said that the agency in the United Nations family responsible for
employment questions was the International Labour Organisation, and that a parallel
study in that field would involve unnecessary duplication.  Similarly, with.respect
to the Soviet representative's suggestion for a study on womenh workers with family
responsibilities, she pointed out that an ILO study on that subject would be ‘
undertaken in 1977 and submitted to the ILO Conference in 1978.

16, Mrs. SIPILA (Assistant Secretary-General, Centrs for Social DeVelopment and
Humanitarian Affa.lrs) said that both the ILO and UNESCO were active in areas very
close to0 the Commission's sphere of competence and that there was, of course, no
need for the Commission to conduct parallel studies in those fields. It should be
borme in mind, however, that no United Nations body - except, to a limited extent,
the Commission on Human Rights - was concerned with the status of men or women under
civil 1law. In view of the discrimination to which women were still subjected in
most countries as regards property and family rights, legal capacity, etc., there
was a apecial need for action in those fields. Until the extent of discrimination
against women throughout the world was fully realized, practical measures to
eradicate it could not be taken, and most of the Commission's discussions would be
in vain.

17. Mrs. NIKOLARVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that, in making her
sugge stions, she had in no way wished to encroach upon the sphere of competence of
the ILO oxr UNESCO but, rather, to encourage those organizations to carry on with
the extremely useful work they were doing on behalf of womer:.

18. Mrs. SALYO (Indonesia) also explained that it had not been her intention to
remove the studies she had proposed from the sphere of" respon51blllty of the
compe tent specialized agencies.

19. Miss GONZALEZ MARTINEZ (Mexico), referring to section A.2. (b), said that the
participation of women in international co-operation and the strengthening of
international peace should not only be subject to biennial review by the

General Assembly and other relevant bodies, but should also be encouraged by geminars,
conferences and other activities. Referring to section 4.3. (b), she said that a
study on the sharing of family responsibilities could be very useful in defining the
regspective roles of the parents in bringing up children and thereby improving the
social and cultural position of women. Lastly, she wondered whether the public
information activities referred to in section A.4. were wholly under the control of
individual Governments or could be brought, at least partly, under international
control. Further information by the Secretariat on the precise meaning of the
proposal would be welcone.
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20. Mr, BHSASSI. (Iran) suggested that the word "populations". in gection A, 4. should
_be replaced by- the word “womén" in order to indicate that public 1nformatlon
activities were designed %o increase knowledge and awareness of the norms -

- establishéd and to make urban and rural womeri aware of the_r tights under" the

- Instruments in question.

21. Ms. SANDLUND (Sweden), referring to section A.3.(b), said that, as the ILO's
study on the sharing of family responsibilities would be undertaken in 1977, it was
extremely important that its work should be co-ordinated with that of the Commission.

22. Begum FARIDT (Pakistan), referring to the Iranian represgntative's suggestion,
said she was of the opinion that the word "populations" in section.A.4. should be
replaced by the word "communities", because public information activities should be
- carried out through rural and urban communi ty development efforts, and should
involve the community as a:whole. :

23%. Mrs. NIKOLABVA (Unlon of Soviet Socialist Republics) ‘agreed with the
representative of Pakistan that both men and women in the community should be made
aware of the norms established and of their rights under 1nternatlona1 1nstruments
relatlng to the status of ‘WOmET.. S »

2417 Mrs. BRUCE (A581stant Directorx; - Centre for Official Development and Humanitarian
Affairs) said that. the:programme for the Decade for Women was intenided &s a means of
translating General* Assembly resolutions and the recommendations of the- World
Conference into 1nternatlonal and regional actlon. In preparing the programme, the
Secretariat had had to work within:the framéwork of the threefold: theme of-equality,
development and peace. :The théme of equality had seemed to be the ‘one ‘which was

most closely related td"international standards to eliminate discrimination dn
grounds of sex. Sectitn A.4. of the ‘programme was, for example, desigunéd to increase
avareness and understanding of the purpose of the Declaration ‘on’the Blimination of
Discrimination Against Women and other international instiments with related
provisions. That paragraph also provided for public information activities to make
people more awarz of actidn which could be taken to implement those international
standards. In that connexion, she drew.attention to :section B.3. of the programme,
which gave a more. complete outline of educational and.informational activities
designed -to inform public opinion about thel!situation :of women and to ‘promote -
changes in attitudes towards women's roles in society. Non-governmental organizations
could play a very‘lmp01tant role in carrylng out such act1v1t1es at the natlonal
level. o S

25. Ms, FREDBRICK (United States of America) said that section A.4. might be ‘¢clearer
if it was amended to read: M"Information activities to increase public knowledge

and awareness of the norms established and, "especially, to make urban and rural

womern and men aware of their rights under thesge instruments'.

26. Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said she did not think

that the amendment suggested by the representative of the TUnited States improved

the wording of section A.4., which made it quite clear that one of the objectives

of the programme was to increase knowledge and awareness of the standards established
in international instruments relating to the status of women.
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27, Princess PREM PURACHATRA (Tha.lland) suggested- that the words '"to make them aware
of the duty to take ‘responsibility for meking fall and proper use of those rights"
should be added to the end of sectlon A 4 n

28. Mrs. ARRUA VALIEJO (Observer for the Inter-AmericanCommission of Women),
speaking at the invitation of the Chairman and introducing the report of the
Inter-American Commission of Women contained in document E/CN.6/596, said that IACW
was a regional J,ntergovernmental organization composed of representatives of the
menbers of the Organizationh of American States. Its main task was to mobilize women
at all levels of society, and it had accordingly established co-operation committees
composed , of women's 1nst1tutlons representlng all activities and professions.

29. She drew speclal attention to ‘section I of document E/CN.6/596 which described
TACW's activities during the International Women's Year. For example, IACW had
established an ad hoc committee for studies to be carried out and recommendations to
be made in connexion with' the World Conference of the International Women's Year.

That committee had studied current trends and changes in the legal and social status
_of women and men and the main obstacles to be overcome in achieving equallty of rights,
" opportunities and responsibilities. It had also prepared a draft inter-American
programme for the World Plan of Action which dealt mainly with the integration of
women in the develoPment process on an equal footlng with men.

30.. Section IT of docuiient E/CN.6/596 referred to the activities carried out by IACW
to implement the programme for the United Na'blons Decade for Women. In that
comnexion, she noted that the General Assem‘bly of the Organlzatlon of American ‘States
(0AS) had adopted resolution AG/Res.230/76(Vi- O/76) relating to the United Nations
Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, 1976-1985. Moreover, IACW!s
eighteenth Assembly, held from 27 July to 5 August 1976 at Miami, Florida, had
formulated the Regional Plan of Action for the Decade for Women in America, ‘the text
of which had been reproduced in annex I to document E/CN.6/596. She noted. that one
of the main objectives of the Regional Plan of Action was to promote the full
participation of women in the development of their countries. To that end, IACW had
established the Multinational Centre for Women, whose headquarters would be in
Bueros Aires and whose purpose would be” to provide support for IACW!'s tra,lning,
research and information programmes reletlng to the.problems of women. '

'31. Section ITT of document E/CN. 6/596 desor:.'bed IACW' activities relatlng to the
influence of the mass communication media on attitudes towards the roles of women and
men in presgent-day society, a subject which would be taken up under item 5 of the

. vComm1ssmn' s agenda. In that connexion, she noted that IACW had organized the .
'eleventh Trsa,nlng Course for Women Leaders at Santlago, Chile, from-8-to- 18 March 1976.

32. Seo%rlon'{V—eil«d-oeume jﬂ—/CN. 6/596 -desorlbed the eduoatlonel a:o#:.vﬂnes—--oa:rrled
out by IACW from September —19?3 to--Futy 1976, They-tticiuded tralnﬂ.ng‘ courses and
sepinars on, various, subjects such as Latin American integration and the integration
of rural women ‘in the development of their communities. Moreover, IACW had taken
_part in the Unl‘bed Natlons Seminar. on "The partlclpatlon of women in economic, social
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cand politioal development and obstacles to their integration", which had been
organized in Ax genhina in March 1976 in co~operation with ECLA as a follow-up to the
World Conference of the International Women's Year. The agenda of that Seminar had
been of part teul.r interest to TACW because it had entailec discusaions of national
policies, prioritles and programmes relating to the general development effort. The

- Seminar had alco studied the World Flan of Action adopted by the United Nations with
a view to determlnlvg which of its: goals and objectives reflected the particular needs
of the countries of the region. -

"35. Lastly, she said that, in June 1976, she had submitted JACW resolution No. 223
to the sixth General Assembly of 0AS. That resolution had drawn the attention of
the Governments of OAS membexr States to the imporitance of the work being carried out
by IACW and to the need Tor 048 to contribute to its effectlveness by providing the
nece ssary support and assistance. = = - -

34. Ms. HENDSCH (United States of America), referring to the IACW Observer's
statement, said it was extremely useful -for the organizations of the United Nations
system to be informed of the work being carried out in the various regions with a
view to the implementation of the programme for the Decade. Her delegation had also
been glad to learn of the establishment of the Multinational Centre for Women at

_ Buenos Aires, Argentina.

%5, Ms. FREDERICK (United States of America) suggested the addition of the following
activity as section B.1,(a)(iii): "Development of data base on women'!s socio-economic
conditions for regular measurement of progress of women's integration into the

- development process". That activity was referred to in paragraph 166, of the World
Plan of Action. .

36. Mrs. GERLO-VAN IOEY (Belgium) observed that there was a certain lack of
proportion between research and information-gathering activities and practical action
. a8 such. Greater 1mportance should be given to programmes which would have an
immediate impact on the living conditions of women throughout the world, In addition,
section B.2. mif .t well be modified to e .sure that specific action was taken on
General Assembly resolution 3523 (XXX) concerning women in rural areas.

37. The priorities established in document E/CN 6/594/Add 1 appeared to be perfeotly
acceptable.

38. 1Miss GONZAIEZ-MARTINEZ (Mexice) said her delegation attached great importance
to *the establishment of the International Research and Training Institute for the
Advancement of Women (seotion B.l.(a)(i)) and the co-ordination of the activities of
the Institute with those of the United Wations system. The. Institute required the
support not only.of the international organizations but also of Governments, and

the Commission might assign to it as a priority task the compilation of economic

and social information whick would reflect the present situation of women.
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39, Her delegation was particularly concerned about the situation of rural women, to
whom attention should be devoted under section B.l. (b) Her delega’Flon had in fact
co-—spons'ored. Ceneral_-Assembly resoluti'qn_‘5525;_,_—;(290() which had.au’.ch?rlzed the study
listed in section B.1. (b) (ii). In its view, en order of priorities should be

- established for. the various studies referred.to in section B.1. (b) (x). , Th(:: activitieg
ligted under section B.2., and in particular B.2. (a),. cor}stituted .an essenijlal.element ;
of the programme for the Decade. In the principal objectives for the agencles indicated .
in document E/ON.6/594/Add.1, attention should have been concentrated on the improvement
of the situation of women in rural and marginal urban areas. Account should also be
taken of the need for women to have access to information on health, nutrition and

social .services.,

40, The guestion of co-operation with. ar}q_b,et_ween_'tﬁe regional commissions was.
important to Mexico because ECIA was still working on-a regional plan of action. . In
that cormexion, the report of the Inter-American Commission of VWomen, which had adopted
its own Regional Plan of Action, was very .important, Greater attention should be given
to women .in rural areas because their living conditions were so backward-and very few
“had te.cﬁﬁibal skills. The programme -in document E/CN.6/594 seemed to take insufficient |
account of the real situation and problems of women in latin America, where 90 per cent |
of women had no, training whatever. The activities suggested were exiremely useful, but |
the Commission should take due account of what was being done.by ECLA and make
suggestions, in order to help it to give final form to the Regional Plan of Action.
-. International co-operation was indeed a vital aspect of planning, especially for the

N _developing countries.

41. Begum FARIDI ' (Pakistan), referring to the need for inter-sectoral planning at all |
levels, said it was important to associate competent women with the preparstion of |
national and regional strategies and to establish a data base with the assistance of |
national clearing houses. o L , o i
42, Miss TYABJT (India) proposed that socio-economic productive programmes for rural |
. women should be added in section B.1l. (b). Moreover, . .consideration should he given to ‘
thé inclusion of practical programmes geared to the needs of a large number of :

s

developing countries in section B.2.

4%. Mrs. NIKOTARVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that due attention should
be given to the new internstional economic order in the preparation of the programme for
the Decade. She therefore proposed that a "study of the problem of the effect of foreign
economic interests on the status of women" should be included in section B.l. (b), in
sccordance with paragraph 8 of the World Plan of Action, and. assigned the highest
priority.” She then proposed the followirg order of priority for the other studies: ‘
the existing study (i) would become (ii), (iv) would ‘become (iii), (xi) would become (iv),|

(11) would become (v), (x) would become (vi), (iii) would become (vii), (vii) wowld
betome (viii);" (viii) would b (i%), ¢ ' : 7 N ]
Y ‘11 Wo goome  (1x 2,(V> would become (X) and (l:x) would I
become x:L) Attention would th}:ts be céncent;‘ated. primarily on problems relating to ‘
the developtitnt of the economy, after which action would be taken ongeneral problems.

44. Mrs. DEVAUD (France)
was scarcely feasible with
Commission should therefor
at the politiecal level,

said that the integration of women in the development process
out their participation in the decision-making process. The
e drav attention to the need for the participation of women |
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45. Ms, BOKOR-SZECO (Hungaxy), referring to the study listed in section B.1.(b) (iv),
said that consideration shouid be given %o a study of readaptation to work after
maternity leave, iu particular throvgh refresher courses. In view of the current
rapid rate of plog 258 in geience and technology, Governments should follow the

example of the Government of Hunsary by providing refresher courses for worklng women
who had taken leave to lock after their new-born Ch:]ﬂren.

46. Ms. EENDSCH (United States of Lmevica) reguested clarlflcatlon concernlng a number
of activities dnd, in particular, that listed in sectlon B.-.(b) (11) " In some oases,
similar or identical studies had already been carried out by .the bpeclallzed agencles
or at the request of the competent commlsdlons. The programme shohld make it qulte
clear whether an existing study was . being D ed or updated and, if so, what further
action would have to be taken.

.;:/-,‘.'

47. Mrs. BRUCE (Assistant Director, uenmre for HSocial’ Development and Humanltarlan
Affairs), referrlnﬁ to section B.1. (b), drew attention to foot-note 9 which explained
that the studies mentioned had specific mandates, as Lndlcated in- the-tex%.-umhat
section simply contained a list of requests to the uecretarlat from the- General “Agsembly

or the Conference. Practical action had so far been taken on only a very gmall nimber
of those requests. TFor example, the first sten to be taken in relation~to the " -
establishment of the International Institute (section B,.1.(a)'(i)) was t6-ascertain
vhat research had already been conducted throughout the world: at the natlonal, reglonal
or’ ;nternztlonml ]eveIJQ‘a task’whlch would take some tlme.

48. The studles under sectlon B.1. (b) were “not 1lsted in order of priority, but on
the; basis- of, the source of the request; studies r¢quested by the General Assembly,
the- hlghest organ.ln the Unjited Nations system, were thus listed before those
requested in the World Plan of Actich.  The Secretariat had certaihly not intended to
give the impression that insufficient attention was belng given to the -question of
rural women, for General Assembly resolution 3523 (XXX) provided a clear mandate on
that point. If stress appdared-to-be-laid on-research, it was because the
recommendations concerning stuch activities were more specific.

49, The activitie. listed under section b.2. and 3. were of a general nature, and
guidance from tie Commission would be particularly welcome.

50. There appeared to be some confusion concerning the principal objectives of the
interagency programme (document E/LN 6/594/Add 1). Those objectives had been agreed
on by the specialized agencies at the September meeting and should not be changed by
the Commission. They were based on mandates emanating from the General Assembly,

the Conference, the World Plan of Action and the governing bodies of the specialized
agencies themselves. Some concern had been expressed that the situation of rural women
might no longer constitute a principal ohjective for the agencies. In fact, because

of praciical organizational difficulties in the speclalized agencies, it was impossible
to divorce activities relating to rural women from those cormmected with the more
general question of the participation of women in economic life. In a document
prepared for the Jjoint interagency meeting, which members were at liberty to consult,
nine principal objectives had been established and each principal objective had been
divided into a number of specific objectives. “nder principal objective 3 concerning
the participation of women in economic life, several specific objectives related to
rural women in particular. A number of other specific objectives relating to education
and health also focused on the problems of rural women., In addition, the Economic and
Social Council's mandate concerning the Voluntary Fund was that priority attention
should be given to women in rural and marginal urban areas. There wag consequently no
doubt about the priorities which had been established.
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51. Ms. HENDSCH expressed concern that the study listed in section B.1.(b) (ii) had
already been conducted in 197Q by UNICEF and UNESCO., In addition, the studies listed
in section B.1.(b) -{viii) and (ix) had been carried out at the behest of the '
Commigsion for Social Development. The point was that only limited resources were
available for the implementation of any plan of action. If some other organization
continued to exercise responsibility for a study similar to, or identical with, one
listed in the programme under consideration, that organization should not be relieved
of 'the responsibility. The Commission should certainly not use its resources to
enable those organizations to continue what they had already been doing. ~The study
listed in section B.1,(b) (x), for example, should be carried out and completed by
UNICEF and WHO with their own'resources and in accordance with thelr owvn mandate.
Perhaps the Commission could remind those bodies which had given manda'bes for studles
of that kind to ensure that they were completed. : : . :

52. Mrs., SIPILA (Assistant Secretary-General, Centre for Social Development and .
Humenitarian Affairs) explained that the studies lisbted in section B.1.(b) comprised
activities for which specific requests had been made. There was no suggestion
whatever that those activities should become programmes of . the Commission; they were
intended for implementation by the United Nations system as a whole. Nor was there
any question of the Commission assuming responsibility for finding the necessary
resources for those activities. All that the Secretariat sought from the Commission
was guidance on the programme and on priorities. The organizations comprising the
United Nations system would then be responsible for carrying out the programme.

53. On the gquestion of the publicity to be given to the Decade, the Secretariat
would like to know whether the uge of the now well-known s;ymbol for the Year should
be continued. : .

The meeting rose at 6,05 p.m,





