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TEE UNITED NATIONS:;DECAJ)E FOR WOMEN: EQ,UALITY,:DEVELOPMENT AND PEAcE,' 1976-1985"
(agend?,.;ii;f}l.U.'4) (cbritinued):

(aY EVALUiTION OF Il..CTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN mJRING THE INTERNATJONAL WOMEN'S YEAR
(E/CN.6/593, E/GN.6/NGO/261) , ',,' ,

(b) THE PROGR.AMME'FOR THE DECAllE AND RELATED Q,UESTIONS INCLUDING TECHNICAL
CO-OPERATION ACTIVITIES (E/CN.6/S94 and Corr. 1, E/CN.6/594/Add• l, 595, 596,
597, 603 and 604; E/CN. 6!NGO/26l) "

(c) REVIEW AND APPRAISAL OF PROGRESS ,MADE 1ThTJ)ER THE INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
STRATEGY FOR THE SECON]) UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT DECADE AND IN THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE WORLD PLAN OF 'ACTION (E/CN.6/598 and Add.l and 2, 599)

(d) PREPARATORY WORK FOR THE 1980 CO~RENCE (E/CN.6/600; E/CN.6/NGO/258)

1. Mrs. PENALVER de LEPAGE (Venezuela) e:xpressed regret that the documents relating
to the Impor-tant item under consideration had not been distributed earlier and that
they did not mention her Government' El commerrbe , supplied at the Secretary-General' s
request.

2. In her delegation's view, women's integration in the development process waS
Ind.tspenaabl.ecand imperativ.e, pn~.one of the most effeetiveways of achieving it was
to press for the' establishment ofihe new world economic order, one of whose component
elements was the Char'be r of Economic Rights and Duties of Sta',tErS. Oh the occasion of '
the Int\3rna.t~ona,l Women's Year, a presidential commission h,ad been set up in her
country to 'evaluate the legal, economic and socia.l status of women, to study and
co-ordina.te th~ restructuring and centraliza.,t'ian of e:xisting services and projects for
women, and to dra.w up atandards for the planning and execut i on of various programmes
in that field a.t the na.tiona.l level. The first Venezuelan congress of women, attended
by more tha.n 2,OOq. de1~ga:besr:epresenting all PQlitica.l pa.rties and social and trade
union otrganfza'td.ons; had been organized under the commissi'or;-·s auspices. Five
pa.rliamentary bills aimed a.t improving the status of women in Venezuela, drafted,by
the commission, we.i.'€ at present under conaiderat.i.on ,

.' .~.

3. Mrs. COCKCROFT (United Kingdom) suggested tha,t the gene~a.l discus ai.on should be
closed and that the Commission should proceed to the detailed consideration of
part 111 of document E/CN.6/594.

4. Mr. EHSASSI (Iran) proposed the immediate establishment of a. drafting group' to" ,-.
examine agenda item 4 (b) with a, view to making practical proposa.ls to the plenary.

" .

5. . After a ~rocedural ddscuaai.on .in ·which Bep FARIDI (Paktaban)', Mrs ~'NIJ{01AEVA
(Uruon of Sonet Socialist Repub~ics), Miss GONZALEZ MARTINEZ (Mexioo~, '
Mrs. COCKCROF1 (United Kingdom); Mrs. DEVAUD (France);"lrrs. BRUCE (A's·s:1."stant Director,
C:mtre fo:;, Social.: Development' 'and, Humanita.rian Affairs) ,Mis;T'UBJI .,(.+p'dia) and .
MlSS HERRAN (Colombia) took part, the .QHAIRMAN suggested that the general debate
should be considered closed and that the Commission should proceed to a discussion,
section by section, of part III of document E/CN.6/594. A drafting group would be
set up when a.ll delegations had had an opportunity to express their views and make
specific suggestions regarding the Programme for the Decade. ", ,-'

6. It was,so agreed.
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7. Mrs.· SA1YO (Indonesia) suggested that the comparative studies referred to in
section a.3. (a) should deal with education and employment as well ·aswi-t-h"'family law
and thab , when the study on the sharing of family res.ponsibili ties (section A.3. (b)
was embarke d upon, account should be taken of differences in .f'anri.Ly. structures in
various areas of the world.

8. Mrs. COCKCROFT (United Kingdom) proposed the addition of a sectionA.3. (c)
providing for a study on the social and. economic evaluation of the work' of the
homemaker.

9. Mrs. IlEVAl.ID (li'rance) supported, that proposal. Jith regard to section A.3. (a),
she stressed the importance of elaborating regional standards before any attempt was
made to draw up international ones.

10. Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Sooialist Republics) also supported the
United Kingdom delegate 1 s proposal and suggested that, in vi,ew of the study to be
undertaken by the International Labour Orsanisation under 110 Recommendation No. 123
of 1965, section A.5. should also include a study on the q~estion of women workers
wi th family responsibilities. In her vie\~, the order of prioritie s should be as
follows:

(a) study on the position of working women with family responsibilities;

(b) comparative studies and elaboration of international stqndardson different
aspects of family law;

(c) study on the economic evaluation of the work of the homemaker;

(d) .: ,study on the sharing of family re sponsibilitie s ,

11. She did not personally have great faith in the usefulness of the last of those
studies; the question of the sharing of family responsibilitiGs would surely continue
to be decided by individual families, and it might be wise not to interfere with their
freedom of choice in the matter. However, as the issue was specifically mentioned
in a General Assembly resolution, she was not proposing that the study should be
excluded from the programme but merely that it should not be given top priority.

12. Miss TYABJI (Indi~)sugg8sted that a study on the position of the divorced woman
and her responsibilities should be included in section A. 3. (a) .

13. Mrs. BRUC,'E (Assist~t Director, Cerrtre for Sooial JJevelopment and Humani tarian
l\.ffairs) said that both th~ s tud.i.e s listed in section A.3. emanated from
:recommendations adopted in ·~he past by the Conmi.aed.on itself. A programme of
studies on different aspects of family law, including questions connected with
divorce and with parental rights and duties, as well as on women's property rights,
had been initiated in the 1960s and would have been completed by the present session
had the Secretariat I s efforts not been diverted in other directions by proposals.
contained in the Horld Plan of Action.



.....Mk4NGAa &S&I1MZi2 21- 4& zzzrua

ElcN. 6/SR. 641
page 4 '

14. Ms. BOKOR-SZEGO (Hungary) pointed. out that the draft agenda for the, forthcoming
UNESCO Genera1:',Conferertce included an item on human rights with a sub-item on the
rights of women.' In' her: opinion, the Commission should express its satisfaction
on that account,' and declare its readiness to co-operate with U1'lESCO with a view to
avoiding duplication of effort.

15· Mrs. JANJIC (International Labour Organisation), referring to the suggestion
by the representative of Indonesia for the inclusion of a study on women in
employment, said that the agency in the United Nations family responsible for
employment questions was the International Labour Organisation, and that a parallel
study Ln that field would involve urmecessary duplication.' Similarly,with.,.:r8spect
to the Soviet representative's suggestion for a study on women workers with family
responsibilities, she pointed out that an ILO e tudy on that subject would be
undertaken in 1977 and submitted to the ILO Conference in 1978.

16. Mrs. SIPILA (Assistant Secretary-General, Centre- for Social Development and
Humanitarian J.l.ffairs) said that both the ILO and UNESCO were active in areas very
close to the Commission I s sphere of competence and that there was', of course, no
need for the Commission to conduct parallel studies in those fields. It should be
borne in mind, however, that no United Nations body - except, to a limited extent,
the Commission on Human Rights - was concerned with the status of men or women under
civil law. In view of the a.iscrimination to which women were still subjected in
most countries as regards property and family rights, legal capacity, etc., there
was a special need for action in those fields. Until the extent of discrimination
against women throughout the world was fully realized, practical measures to
eradicate it could not be taken, and roost of the Commission's discussions would be
in vain.

17. Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) s a.Ld that, in making her
suggestions, she had in no way wished to encroach upon the sphere of competence of
the ILO or UNESCO but, rather, to encourage those organizations to carry on with
the extremely useful work they were doing on behalf of womer.,

18. Mrs. SALYO (Indonesia) also explained that it had' not been her intent~on to
remove the studies she had proposed from the sphere of'tesponsibility of the
compe tent spe cialized agencie s. . ...

19. Miss GONZALEZMARTINEZ (Mexico), referring to sec'tion A.2. (b), saici,.thatthe
participation of women in international co-operation and the strengthening of
international peace should not only be subject to biennial review by the
General Assembiy and other relevant bodies, but should also be encouraged by seminars,
conferences and other activities. Referring to section' A.3. (b), she said that a
study on the sharing of family responsibilities could be very useful in defining the
respective roles of the parents in bringing up children and thereby improving the
social and cultural position of women. Lastly, she wondered whether the public
information activities referred to in section A.4. were wholly under the control of
individual Governments or could be brought, at least partly, under international
control. Further information by the Seoretariat on the precise meaning of the
proposal would be welcome.
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20. J'1r. EHSASSI" (]:rcin)imgg:estea that the word "popul.atd.ons!' in sec.t:Lon A,A- ahouLd
,be re:pla~ed by: the "mrd:'fJ1.10menll in order to 'fndicate that public Lnformati.on" .
E!--cti'vitie';3' were a~~igiled:·~o"~·increase knowl.e dge and awarene as of the norms .. ~'

, established and to make urban and rural women aware of the '~r i'I,ghts under' the'
'instruments in question.

21. Ms. SANDLUND (Sweden), refe~ring to section A.3.(b), said that, as the lLD's
study on the sharing of family responsibilities would be undertaken in 1977, it was
extremely important that its work should be co-ordinated with that of the Commission.

22. Be~ FARIDI (Pakistan), referring to the Iranian repres~ntative!s suggestion,
said she Has of the opinion that the word "popul.at Ions" in section .A.4. should be
replaced by the word "communities", because public information activities 'should be
carried out through rural and'urban community development efforts, and should
involve the community asawhole.

'."':::.,;'.:

23. Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) agreed with the""
representative of Pakistan that both men and women in the community should be made
aware of the norms established and of their Tights under int~rnational instruments
re.LatLng to the status of women.

24:'Mi's.'BRUCE (Assistant Director, Centre for Official Development and Humanitarian
Affairs) said that,the programme for the Decade for Women was intended as a means of
translating'General~!Assemblyresolutionsanaithe recommendations of the' World
Conference intoint8~rtational and regional ~ction. In preparing the programme, the
Secretariat had had'-tQwork withih"'ihe~i'rameworkof the threefold' theIl1~ of equality,
development and 'p~ace~'The theme of equa.li,ty had seemed to be' the 'one 'which was
most closely related td" Lrrterna.td.ona.l' standards to eliminate discrimination 'oh
grounds ofs'ex. Section A.4. of the,,:pTograrnme was, for example, designed'to increase
awareness and understanding of the purpose of the Dec.Larat Lon 'on'··theEl:i:mination of
Discrimination Against Women and other' international instf'timerits':with related
provisions. That paragraph also prOVided for public information aotivities to make
people more awars of action which could be taken to implement tihcse international
standards. In that connexion, 'she drew.attention to section B.3. ofthe'prbgramme,
which gave a mor-a. complete outline of educational and-d.nf'o'rrnatd.ona'L activities
designed:to infonn public opinion about the.isituationof women and to;promote
changes in attitudes towards women r S -roles in society. Non-governmental organizations
could play a very important role in carrying out such activities at the national
level. ~'

: ' ~. .:

25. Ms.FREDERICK (United states of America) said that sectionA·4.mightbe'clearer
if it was amended to read : II Informati.on activities to increase publi'c knowledge
and awareness of the norms 'established and,'espeoially, to make urban and rural
women and men aware of their rights under these instruments".

26. Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said she did not think
that the amendment suggested by the representative of the United states improved
the wording of section A.4., which made it quite clear that one of the objectives
of the programme was to increase knowledge and awareness of the standards established
in international instruments relating to the status of women.
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27. Princess PREM :EvaACHA.TR.lI: (Tl.la,lland) sugges~ed that the words "to make them aware
of the duty 'to take 'responsibility for making fUll and proper use of those rights n

should be added to the end of section k;4. '
. . . ..... . ~ r·.

28. Mrs. ARRUA VA110JO (Observer for the Inter-AmericanCoIDmission of Women),
speaking at the invitation of the Chairman and introducing the report of the
Inter-Amer~Qan Commission of Women contained in documentE/CN.6/596, said that IACW
was a regional j,ntergovernmental organization composed of representatives of the
members of the Organization of American states. Its main task was to mobilize women
at all l~V.$ls:of society, and it had accordingly established co-operation committees
compoSEidio:('wome.nl s Lnati.tartLons representing all activities and professions.". . "." ". ' .

29. She dr~,\/ special atrberrt.lon to 'section I of document E/CN.6/596, -which described
ncw's activities during the International Women! s Year. For example, IACW had
established. an ad hoc committee for studies to be carried out and recommendations to
be made in connexion with,the World Conferenoe of the International Women's Year.
That oommittee had studied current trends and chan@es in the legal and social status
of women and men and the main obstaoles to be overcome in achieving equality of rights,
opportunities and responsibilities. It had also pre~~r~d a draft inter-A~~~19an
programme for the World Plan of Action -which d.ean mainly with the integra'Hon of
wome~ in the de:~e19Pn::e:pt :r>:roQess on an equal footing. wi th men.

30.. Section II of docuniertt E/cN.~/596re.f:'e.:p-Eid. to the activitie s carried out by IACW
to implement the programme fOr the UnitedtJa:tiCl'nsDecade for Women. In that .
connexi,on , she noted that the General A's.setnbly o{theOrgcinization of American states
(OAS) had adopted resolution AG/Res.2'2b!16(VI-'0116) re~~ting to the United Nations
Deoade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, 1976-1985. Moreover, IACW l s
eighteenth Assembly, held f~om 27 July to 5 August 1976 at Miami, Florida, had

.formulated the Regional Plan of Action for the Decade' for Women in America, . the text
of which had been reproduced in annex I to document E/CN.6/596. She noted. that one
of the main objectives of the Regional Plan of AC!tion was to promote the full·"
participation of women in the development of their countries. To that end, IAcw had
established the Multinational Centre for Women,· whose. headquarters would be: in ..
J3u.errios Aires and wllose purpose would bet)o'provide' support for IACW' s trairi~ng, .
research and information programme~:rel~ting to the .problems of women. '"

31. Section III of document E/CN.6/596de~cribedIACWl s activities relatingi:to the
d.nf'Luenbe of the mass communication med.La on attitudes towards the roles of wcmE;!n and
men in present-day society, a subject which would be taken up under item 5 of the
.C9lllIl1i~s~~~~t.~~enda. In t~a~ oonnexion,.,.spe not~d.that IA?W had organized th~ ..
e~~vj~th ..T~~tnJng Course fo:t:' Women Leadera <:l.t; ',,$an~~ago~ Chi.Le , frem·8··to,18Marg4 1976.
R ._ _ .•••• _ ••••• __ ._~_._.oc~ _.. _._~_.~ ' _ _..,. ~_ .. ,_...... ".' _..~__._. _.. ' __..
32. ~'.: .. &e~ii-off~v.L:e-i::d-e?~~e~·~~·~fBN,.·6f5·~~-d~8C~i:betl~.the~. e.~1ica tiona-l·:ac~tivitie's-~-ea:rrie d
out by IACW from SepteriilieT:;~-97-3-·tO·-JU:-l:Y'1976. 'Th&Y'-±ne:tuded training-courses and
s~1j1ina:r;'s on ,yar~ous . subjects such as Latin American integration and the integration
dfrural worP~t:t":rri. the::development or their oommuniti~s.:. Moreover, IACI{"had taken
part in the'Q"nited Nations Seminar: on "The participatlon of women in economic, social
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and political de ve l.opmerrt and obstacle s to their integrationll , which bad been
,organized :i_nA:cgen-cina in Harch 1976 in co-operat.Lon with JWLA as a follow-up to the
World Conference of the International Women1s Year. The agenda of that Seminar had
been of T.Jarti.clJ.l,crLnteres~: to IAC\,J be cac.se it had errta.i.Ler discussions of natdonal,
policies, priori tJ.8S and programmes relating to the general development effort. The

, Seminar had. 2,lGO s'cuc_ied the vlorld Plan of Action adopted by the Dni ted Nations -with
a. vie", to determininf which of its goals and objectives refleoted the particular needs
of the counir:i_es'·of -the region.

33. Lastly) she said that, in June 1976, she had submitted IAGW resolution No. 223
to the sixth General Assembly of OAS. That resolution had drawn the, attention of
the Gove:cpments of OAB mombe:r states to the importance of the work being carried out
b~r, lACitl and to the need. for OAS to contribute to its effectiveness by pr'ovidtng the
necessary 3upport and assistance.

34. Ms. fIENTISCH (United states of Arrierica) , referring to the IACW Observer's
statelnent, said it was extremely useful for the organizations of the United Nations
system to be informed of the vlork being carried out in the various regions wi tha
view to the implementation of the programme for the Decade. Her delegation had also
been glad to learn of the establishment of the Nultinational Centre for Women at
Buenos Aires, Argentina.

"55. Ms. FREDERICK (United states of America) suggested the addition of the following
~ctivity as section 13.1. (a)(iii): "DeveLopmerrt of data base on women' Bsocio-economic
conditions for regular measurement of progress of women's integration into the
development process". That activity was' referred to in paragraph 166, of .th,e World
Plan of Action. '

36. Mrs. GERLO-VAN LOEY (Belgium) observed that there was a certain lack of
proportion between research and information-gathering activities and practical action

, as SUCh. Greater importance should be given to programmes which ,would haVe an
immediate impaot on the living conditions of women throughout the world. In addition,
section 13.2. mit..t w311 be modified to e "sure that specifL action was taken on
General Assembly resolution 3523 (XXX) concerning women in rural areas.

37. The priorities established in dooument E/CN.6!594/Add.l appeared to, be perfectly
acceptable, '

38. Miss GONZALEZ-MARTINEZ (Mexico) said her delegation attached great importance
to the establishment of the International Research and Training Institute for the
Advancement of Women (section B.l.(a)(i)) and the co-ordinatien, of the activities of
the Institute with those of the United Nations system. The' Institute re~uired the
support not only, of the international organizations but also of Governments" and
the Commission might assign to it as a priority task the compilation ef economic
and social information whioh would reflect the present situation of women.
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45. Ms. BO~~~§.~~GO (Hungary), referrin[ to the study listed in section B.l.(b) (iv),
said that consid.eration ehoui.d be {jiven to a study of readaptation to work after
materni ty leave, 5,11 particula.r thl'ollgh :.'efl"esher COUI'fJes. In view of the cur-rent;
rapid. rate of p:cog:33S ill ac.i enco and techr'.ologY1 Governments should fo Ll.ow the
example of tb; GO\T8Y'nm8nt of Hungar;jr by }lro;lid,ing re:frqsher co ur-sea for working women
who had taken Lcav o to lode after' their new-bor-n chno,r~ri'. .

, l ,

46. Ns. HENDSCll (United f3te.tes of Amei-Lca ) reqQestrad clar.ificationtonce:rnihg a number
of activities and, in par-t i cuj.ar , that listed ins,ectiol1 :B~l. Cb) (ii}. ' In 'some cases,
similar or identical studies had already been carr'Le d Quto;}" .the :speciafized ag~ncd..es

or at the request of the competent con-missions. The prograIIllliesh"bb}dInake"{t qu'ite
clear whether an existing study was. being L1"d'ed or updat~c1 and; if:"sb;;whit .fu:rth€!:f.,
actd.on vo uld have to be taken. '...,", "', "\';."" .;

..:

47. 1'Jrs. BRUCE (Assistant Director 1 Centre for Social Developri1i:lu't' and Humanf-taif'ian
Affairs), referring to section D.l.(b), drew a.ttention to foot~note 9 which explained
that the s'tud.i.es mentioned had. specific mandates, as indicated in the~.,:te·*t,.-,.-~;r,hat

section simply contained a list of requests to the Secretariat from the'GenefaJ:'Assembly
or the Conference. Practical action had so far been taken' 06 onlY-a V8'i:y. sminlriulllber
of those requests. For examp'Lo , the first step to be taken inreicitior1.'to the,,.·,j
establishment of the', Interne..tional Institllte (section·B .1.' (i): '(i))' was to asceTt~in

what ,research had alf.eady been oonducted bhz-oughou't the wprr-cF at 'the national;'regional
or~nternation;3.1,leyel';::' a task) which woul.d talcB' some time~ " , ; ""',"

• '" • ~. . • : '. • .-~ ..•• 'r . • ,.~ ' .

~ J.' ~ ...• I". ' ... ,"'. ~', "," • '. ' " '. ~ . .,

48. The s bud.i.es under section B.1.(b) were hot listed in order of priority, bilt'on
the; basis, of -the source of the request; studies requested by the General Assembly,

,tJJ:8 highest' organ. intheUn~ted,.Nat:i,0l:l:9 sys t emj, ~e:r-~thus listed before, those
requested zi.n the vJorldPlan' of Action.' The SecretarU~'j:; had, certain1y not intended to
give the impression that insufficient attention Was be{'iJg gIven to the"question of
rural women, for General Assembly resolution 3523 (XXX) proVided a clear mandate on
that point. If stress apptia:reU-··~to-·be'laido11.-'r'es€aJ'ch, it was because the
re eommendations concerning auch activities were more specific.

49. The act iv Lt i e.. listed under sedion B.2. and ). were of a general nature, and
guidance from t:le Commission would be particularly "'61 come.

50. There appeared to be some confusion concerning the principal objeotives of the
interagency programme (document E/CN. 6/594/A.dd.l). Those objectives had been agreed
on by the speoialized agencies at the September mee-bil]g and should not be changed by
the Commission. They were based on mandates emat1ating from the General Assembly,
the Conference, the World Plan of Action and the governing bodies of the speoialized
agencies themselves. Some concern had been expressed tlmt the situation of rural women
might no longer constitute a principal o~jectj~e for the agencies. In fact, because
of practical organizational difficulties in the specialized agencies, it was impossible
to divorce activities relating to rural women from those connected with the more
general question of the participation of women in economic life. In a document
prepared for the joint interagency meeting, whf.ch members were at liberty to consult,
nine principal objectives had been established and each principal objective had been
divided into a number of s:pecific objectives. 'jncier pr-Lncf.pa.l objective 3 concerning
the participation of women in economic life, several specific objectives related to
rural women in par-ti.cular , .A number of other' specific. objectives relating to education
and health also focused on the problems of rural v~men. In addition, the Economic and
Social Council's mandate concerning the Voluntary Fund was that :priority attention
should be given to women in rural and marginal ur-ban areas. There was oonsequently no
doubt about the priorities which had been established.
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51. Ms. HENDSOH expressed conceTn that the study listed in section B.l.(b) (ii) had
already 'been conduetedin 1,970 by UNICEF and UNESCO. In addition,' thestad.tes ·lis_ted
in seotion B.l. (b)·(viii) and (ix) had been carried out at the behest of the _ .
Conmi.ss Ion fo"-rSocJ.al Development. The point was that only limited resources were.
available for the implementation of any plan of action. If some other organization
continued to exeroise responsibility for a study similar to, or identical with, one
listed in the programme under consideration, that organization should not be relieved
of -the responsibility. The Commission sho uld certainly not use its resources to
enable those organizations to co ntinue what they had already been doing. The study
listed in section E.l.(b) (x), for example, should be carried outard completed by
UNICEF and WHO with their own'res6brces and in accordance with their own mandate.
Perhaps the Commissibn could remind those bodies which had given mandates for_ s~udies
of that kind to ensure that they were completed. _.

52. Mrs. SIPILA (Assistant Secretary-General, Centre for Social Development .and .
~Iumanitarian Affairs) explained that the studies listed in sectionB.T.(b) comprised
activities for which specific requests had been made. There was no suggestion
whatever that those activities should become programmes of the Commission; theywere
intended. for implenientation by the United Nations l3ystemaE! a whole • Nor was there
any question of the Commf.as Lon assuming-responsibility. for.finding the necessary
resources for those activities. .All that the Secretariat sought from the Commission
was guidaric"eon the programme and on priorities. The organizations comprising the
United Nations ays tern would 'then be responsible for carrying out the programme.

53. On the question of the publicity to be given to the Decade, the Seoretariat
would like to know whether the use of the now well-known symbol for the Year should
be continued.

The meeting rose at 6.05 p.-m.




