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THE UNITED NATIONS DECtillE FOR WO:iYillN~ EQ,UALITY, DEVELOH1ENT AND PEACE,
1976-1985 (agenda i tern. 4) (continued):

(a) EVALUATION Git' ACTIVITIES 1J1.IIDERTAKEN DURING f{lHE INTEIDTAl.'IONALvI0MEN' S YEAR' "
(E/ON. 6/593)

(b) rI1HE PROGRA.1JDVIE F'OR TIlE DECADE AND RELi-\.TETI QUESTIOnS INCLlillING TECHNICAL
CO-OPERATION ACTIVITIES (E/CN.6/594, Add.l and Corr.l, 595, 597, 603 and 604;
E/ON. 6/NGO/260)

(c) REVIE1.hf MID APPRAISAL 0]' PROGRESS 'MADE UNDER THE INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
STRATEGY FOR TBE ,SECOIID UNITED NNJ~IONS DEVELOPMENT DECADE Mm DJ THE IMPLENENTATION
OF THE WORLD PLAN OF ACTION (E/CN.6/598 and Add.l and 2, 599)

(cl) PREP.ARATORY \vORK FOR THE 1980 CONFERENCE (E/CN.6/600; E/CN.6/NGO/258)

1. fus. ~ (Guinea) said that the complete emancipation of women , as indeed of all
the most oppressed sections of society, had always been among the prime goals of the
Democratic Party of, Guinea. Conscious of that fact, women had f'cught side by side
with men wi.bh.i n the r-anks of the Party for the country's liberation and, after the
achievement of' independence, continued to fulfil their historic role in the
construction o.f a new society. Women in Guinea enjoyed full equality with men in
matters of marriage, employment and politioal rights; they also shared men's
obligations towards society, and were fully integrated in the overall development
effort. Moreover, special centres for the advancement of women had been set up
throughout the country to provide technical training f'ac i.LitLe s.,... Guinean women also
c,)ntributed fuJ.ly to the cause of peace and the development of international relations
and participat ed. ac tive ly in the work of international women I S ozgani, zations and in
the struggl.e aga.inst colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism and apar-the i d ,

2. During the Uni. tec1 Nations Decade for Women, the worne n of CTmnea were determined
to continue, and intensify the struggle to improve the working and living conditions
of woman in rural areas, assure the Lnt.egrat i.on of women on an equal footing with
men in all the new institutions created by the Party-state, systematically pursue
the mass literacy campaign, promote the education of youth at all stages, and, take
an active part in the campai.gn against juvenile delinquency. A further objective
was to improve the technical and technological methods used at the centres for the
advancement of' women with a view to raising women's qualifications and their labour
productivi ty •

3. Mrs. COENE (Belgirun) said that a new law on matrimonial reform, establishing
complete e qua.l Lty of the spouses, had been promulgated that very day in her
country's Official Gazette. Details of the'11ewla'oJ',whieh ha.d been given high
priority as a direct result of the International Women's Year, would be supplied in a
report that her delegation would shortly submit to the Commission.

4- In continuing the efforts of the International Women's Year over the forthcoming
Decade, the Belgian Government intended to concentrate i t s attention on the most
disadvantaged women in rural areas and in the towns. A new government department
for women's affair'S, created during the year, was now a permanent feature of the
Ministry of Culture. In addition, hIO permanent consultative Commissions had been
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set up, one dealing wi.th the question of women ' s employment and the other on the status
of women in general. A number of initiatiV8S proposed by the former of those ti'lO
Commissiono, in particular as roga,rcIs the reGogni t i.on of the social va'lue of
motherhood, had been adopted by tb.e European Economic Community. The second
Commission, composed of r cpr-e seut at Lve~; of' the pri.nc i.pal, women I s movements and of
relevant mirristric:J, was entru.stei wi.th the task of sxami.rii.ng E;xisting international
instruments .in the' field of vomer.' 0 l~ights and of proposing nev initiatives. A
working group w.ithin the Commi aa.i.on was co'ncerned \·ri t11 the integration of HOmGD in the
development process, more par-t i.cu.lar-Ly in the b.i l at er-af aid se c t o.r , and another' a spe c t
of the Commisaion' S wcrk was the s tudy and. eventual erad i c a't i.o n of d.i so r.irni.nat Lon
against girls in education.

S. Mrs. S'llA:B1LE do 11AClITlfAND1ARENA (Observer' f'or Argentina), speaking at the
Chairman's invi t;:;ti01J, said that her country had taken an ac t i.vi: part in the
International Women's Year. It was thorefore regrettable t.ha t do cumerrt E/CN.6/593
contained no information on Argentina's activi tie G, even though Et report on the:
subject had. been duly submitted as es.rIy au 15 Hay 1976.

6. A national commission for the Year had been created, a w-orking gr.oup set up under
the auspices of the l'Unistry of Foreign Af'fairs, and a special liaison officer
appointed to maintain contact vrith United. Nations Headquarters. 0118 of Argentina's
major contributions to the International Women's Year had been the holding of a
regionE\.lserninar on the partioipation of woman in eoonomic, social and. political
development, co-sponsored by the Duited Nations and suppoz-t ed iby vt.he Inter-American
Commission of Women. A large rrumbor of conferences and other evorrt s had also been
orgarrized by mo.re than 150 woment a non-governmental organiL:ations, many of them in
consultative status with the United Nations, and an of'f'e r had been made to provide
the headquarters for a mu'1tinational women's centre to be set up undo r vthe auspices
of the Inter-Americ:an (JC\Wmj saicn of vlomen. Follow-up ac t i,vitie 3.~crU1eGtEld \'Ii th the
Year included the holdLrU2; of a nattona'l seminar on women in management in
Buenos Aires from 20 t o 23 June 1976. Generally speak.ing , the ai. t uat.Lon as regards
equality betvaen the flexes in Argentina was highly sati,sfactory. In most. cases,
domestic legislation in that field had. been adopted wcl L in advance of the
corresponding international .i nsrt r-umerrt s ,

7. Ms. S.AJlHlLUNJ) (Sweden) no t ed that par'agruph 22 of document E/CN.6/594 mentioned
an ad hoc interagency rnoeting scheduled at Geneva from 1-8 September 1976. Her
delegation looked f'o.rwar-d to rec('Jiving El. r-eporb on th(:, meo t i.ng , r.nd hoped it Hc,ulcl
contain p.roposa.Ls for the pract i.ca.l reali:;:',ation of the 10 stC:'.ted pr-i.nci.pa.L objectives
Hi th regard to the integri:Ltion of women in daveLopmerrt . As regaTds the Voluntary
Fund for the United Nati.ons Decade for v!omen (section I1.E of document E/CN. 6/59.,j),
she sa.Ld that her del~3gation strongly beLi.evod that projects concer-ni.ng ·",Tonlen should
form an integral part of the regular activities of all United Nations bodies, and
therefore «ppo sed , as a matter of principle, the ereation of' new institutions and
funds concerned only wi.t11 women, not least because thero vf:.=l.s·a. serious risk of such
institutions and funds being allocated very scant r'e eour'ce a , Sv19don'R position in
the. matter was fully i.n line with the 11rinciph:s laid down in the vlo:rla. Flap of' Aeticn
and General l\.Ssembly resolution 3520 (XXX).
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8. Among the six main areas of activity listed in paragraph 49 of document E/CN.6/594,
her delegation favoured points (ii), (v) and (vi), and also felt that part of the
Voluntary Fund should be used to finance fhe preparatory work for the 1980 Conference.

9. Turning to section ILF of document E/mr.6/594, she said it was most important that
the Secretariat unit responsible for women's questions should be assigned .more staff and
budgetary resources under the United Nations regular budget. In conclusion, referring
to section III.B.l of the document, she remarked that, although several of the studies
mentioned were of great importance in the preparation of the necessary basis for specific
development proj'ects, statistics in many countries were highly inadequate. For example,
women in agriculture and self-employed women handicraft workers apd other home industry
workers were not ihcluded in the statistics on the. economically active population. In
view of such obvious lack of adequate statistical data, her delegation suggested that the
Secretariat should be asked to prepare a proposal, which the Commission might submit to
the Economic and Social Council, recommending that the Statistical ~~m~ssio~ at its
forthcoming session in November 1976 should consider the relevairt paragraphs in the
World Plan of Action.

10. Ms. FREDERICK (United States of America) recalled that, at a previous meeting, she
had suggested. the establishment of a number of small informal groups to consider possible
courses of action under agenda sub-items 4 (b), (c) and (a). The proposed groups would
not be formal sub-committees but would merely provide an opportunity for exchanges of
information and opinions, thus preparing the ground for a full discussion by the
Commission in plenary.

11. Mr. EHSASSI (Iran), noting that the revised United States proposal would expedite
the Commission's work, said that the working group's meetings should be flexible, with
adequate representation of various geographical groups. A point which would have to be
clarified was whether, in view of the limited time available, the groups should consider
only a list of priority questions, leaving the remainder for the plenary.

12. Mrs. TALLAWY (Egypt) said she would find it difficult to endorse the establishment
of four working groups and ,felt it might be preferable to set up a single working group
to consider the four sub-items in succession. The working group should, in her view,
be guided by the discussions in the Commission and should submit a draft resolution
reflecting the various views expressed. Moreover, it should be borne in mind that
item 4 implied two main tasks: evaluation and planning. The evaluation necessary
under sub-items 4 (a) and (c) could be effected in the form of a general draft resolution;
that under sub-items 4 (b) and (d) would require much detailed consideration.

13. Mrs. HIRLEMANN (France) opposed the establishment of four working groups as
impracticable.

14. Miss GONZALEZ MARTINEZ (Mexico) said that the documents submitted by the Secretariat
prOVided a sound basis for the Commission's deliberations. The Commission now had to
plan an effective programme for the Decade so that it would be of practical benefit to
women th~ ~~rld o~er. ~he programme suggested by the Secretariat in document E/CN.6/594,
and spec~f~cally:~n seetlon II.B, was of particular interest to her delegation. As
noted in paragraph 22, an ad hoc interagency meeting had been held in February 1976 and
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had reached ag.re.emerrt on t en princi-pal objectives for 8 joint jnteragency..prograIDlne;
it wo u'Ld 1:;::; useful to know the results of bhe f'ur-thsrr interagency meeting on the question
held at Gl';neva from 1. to 8 September.

15. Her delegation considered the esrbab.l.i.ahment of an International Resea.roh and
~lraining .Ins t.i t.ut e for the Adva1ccement 0 f Women; referred to in se ct icn 11. C., to be
par-t.i cul.ar-Ly c.rspcr-tant , H,;I' Government vas a.l ready holding consultations with various
o rgani.za'b.ions wh.i cn might participate in the a ctLvi t i es of the;, Institute and. "1m3

c:oI1oirlering the pcssibility 01' making Et small f'Lnano i a.L contribution to its organization.

J 6. The Voluntary Fund referred to in flection ILE. must be used to promote activities
for the ad van cement of women 9 especially in the d.eveloping co urrt r-i as , and of the various
activities sugges t od for fJ.llanci.ng by the Fund , her delr:=;gation favoured the strengthening
of ~cee;ional "!.JI'ogramrles and re80e.rch. It had reservations Fith reBpec~t to. activities by
non-governmenba'l organizations; assistance should be given first to those Governments
that requested it, and any resources that remained could then be allocated to
non-governmental organizations. That did not mean that her delegation opposed the
activities of non-governmental organizations but considered that some of those
o rgani cat.i.ons enjoyed. considerable financial support. 'I'he resources for secretariat
activities should be appropriated under the regular budget of the United Nations.

l7. In her vi.ew , the Commission should nO'·1 pro ceed . to consider those matters on wbich
it was, expected to make pract.i.cal recommendations 9 and in particular the programme
8uggested in section Ill"

18. J1rs. SIPILA (Assistant Secretary-General, centre for Social Development and
Iluman.i tarian Affairs) reported that the ad hoc interagency meeting held at Geneva from
1 to 8 September 1976 had been extremely successful. ' As could be seen from
document B/CN.6/594/Add.l 9 vrhi ch had just been issued, the ten principal objectives
fOT a joint interagency programme had been reduced to nine. In accordance with
General Assembly resolution 3520 (X~~X), the ,rogramme wou.l d be submitted to the Council
o.uring the first half of the Decade. A report on the most recent ad hoc meeting wou'l.d
te submi tted to the Administre.tive ComnrittN; on Co-ordination (ACC) 1 whi ch alone could
decide what further action should be taken,

19. Mrs. BRUCE (Assistant Director, Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affaire
expl~ined that the principal objectives referred to in document E/CN.6/594/Add.l
constituted the framework of the activities planned by the specialized agencies. The
number of objectives had been reduced to nine 1'01' pr-ac t Loa.L reasons, several
o:rganizations having stated that they would have d.i.f'f'Lcul,ty in dividing their activities
in the manner originally suggested; the order in which the objectives were listed
did not constitute an order of priority. It would be noted that the title of the
interagency programme had been amended and El. time-table for action d'rawn up. The
r-econmendat iona referred to in paragraph 8 "rere ampo rtarrt , and would be made known to the
Commission when action on them had been taken by ACC.

20, lVJiss TYABJI (India) pointed out that the recommendations contained in
docum;nt" E7cN. 6/594 i-rere of a general nature, and that it was for the Commission to give
them practical form. For that purpose, a working group or groups should be established.
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21. ~ks. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) opposed the establishment of
four working groups. The draft prog-ramme proposed in paragraph 58 should be considered
by the Comrai.s s.i.on as a "Thole.

22. Mrs. BRUCE (Assistant Director, Centre for Social Ilevelopment and Human.itarian
Affairs) pointed out that the objectives listed in document E/CN. 6/594/Add.1 did not
correspond to, the objectives of the programme for the Decade; they simply' constituted
the basis for an inventory of activities in the United Nations system.

23. The mandates of i;he Conference were clear in the case of S01118 of the programmes
outlined in document E/CN. 6/594, paragraph 58; others, particularly those in
section B.2 (a)-(e) and section B.3, .required clarification by the Commission.

24. Ms. SNYJ)ER (Observer for the Economic Commission for Africa), speaking at the
invitation of the Chairman, said that during the International Womenfs Year, a Training
and Research Centre for Women had been established in accordanoe with
resolution 269 (XII) of the Conference of Ministers of the Economic Commission for
Africa. That resolution had also focused attention on the situation of women in rural
areas and on the need for national machinery to provide support for women wor.king for
the development of their countries. The activities of the Centre, which was now
providing assistance to women in the 47 member States of the Economic Commission for
Africa, .Lno.Luded training courses for rural trainers, in wh.ich information was provided
on food storage and preservation methods and the development of rural technologies,
and the organization of seminars on the establishment of national machinery and
consultancy services, which would assist women in planning future activities. In
that connexion, she noted that BCA greatly appreciated the valuable expertise of
FAO, UNFPA and UNICEF. It was also working in very close co-operation with
non-governmental organizations and bilateral donors.

25. In 1977, ECA would hol~ a regional conference, in co-operation with the Centre
for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs, to assess the progress made in
implementing the \40rld Plan of Action and to discuss the place of women in the new
international economic order. Future research to be carried out by ECA would be
concerned with the development of indicators, Lnc.Ludf.ng means of assessing the value
of peasant labour, with Village technologies and some of the legal aspects of "the
problems of rural women. Lastly, ECA was mW(lng special efforts to promote technical
assistance between the coun~ries of the region. It had drawn up a list of cons111tants
who provided technical assistance in various. countries, and had established a
volunteer corps, called the "Wornen r s Development Task Force", for which BCA acted as a
sort of middleman by recruj_"ting vo l.urrbeers and paying for some (1f the ir expense s in the
countries to which they were sent.

26. Mr. GRACIARENA (Obser.ver for the Economic Commission for Latin America), speakf.ng
at the invitation of the Chairm~n, said that the Commission, at its fifteenth session
held at Quitoin 1973, had adopted :resolution 321 (:xv) requesting the ECLA secretariat
to prepare a study 'on the participation of women in the development of the region and
the measures to be taken to eliminate df.acr Inii.nation and the lack of educational,
employment and economic oppor-bunt.t.i.es for women. To that end, ECU had held regional
meetings in v&rious countries of the region in co-operation with the Centre for Social
Deve Iopment and Humanitarian Affairs. For example, the meeting held at Caraoas in
1975 had reconunended that ~he "ECLA secretariat should organize a regional conf'erence
and draw up a regional plan of action which would take account of the partic111ar
situation of women in the ECLA region and be designed to implement the World Plan of
Action adopted at the World Conference. The Caracas meeting had also prepared a rAport
entitIed ''Women of La tin America", which had been circulated by BeLA to all the countries
of ihe region.
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27· After the World Conference of the International Women's Year, ECLA had co-operated
with the United Nations Secretariat in organizing a seminar at Buenos Aires in
March 1976~ at whi.ch it had been recommended tha t the ECI~ secretariat should convene
an advh'ory gro up to establish guidelines for the regional plan of ac'ti'on-: Acti~ities

connected with tr,e elaboration of that plan included. thE! settJ.Dg up of a working group
responsible for t.he preparation of documents and the establishment of a time-table of
activities relating to thE; :~ntegrat.ion of women in dev e Lcpmerrt , The Government of Cuba
would act as ho af to tb9 regio:1a1::'oll.fe:>.~ence in JVIarch 1977.

28. In addition, ECLA was carrying out sta:tisticaJ research on subjects :Jf interest
to women, such as income df.st.ri but.i.on , sa'Lar-i.es , educatLon , social and rural change;
poverty and d?!llogrc:.phy in the EeTA regi.on.

29· pIs. QLSQ.r. (Observer' for the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific) 1 speaking at the invitation of the Chairman, said that more than one half
of the world l s popul.ati.on Live d in the ESCAP region j and of that total half at least
were women who devoted 40 per ceni of their time to agricultural activities. ESCAP
was increasingly awar", of the problems faced by men and women in the region and hoped
to strengthen inter--regional co-operation vii th ECA and ECtA in order to solve them.

30. ESCAP had drawn up an Asian Plan for the Integration of Women in the Development
Process, in accordance with resolution 157 (XXXI) adopted at the Commission's
thirty-first session held at New Delhi in 1975.. ESCAP had also accepted the
Iranian Cov er-nmerrt ' s offer to establish a centre in Iran wh.ich would become part of the
ESCAP family; the centre would be in 'I'eher-an and would be known as the Asian and
Pacific Centre for Women and Development.

31. Comnlission resolution 157 (XY~I) had further requested the ESCAP secretariat to
implement the Asian Plan and to seGk the necessary financial and staff resources.
Accordingly, the project for the Asian Plan had been formulateo. by a consultant
appointed in November 1975 with the support of UNJ)P; it placed special emphasis on
the status of women in rural area2 and would be submitted to the thirty-third session
of 'bhe ESCAP Commission to be held in Bangkok in 1977.

32. One of ESCAP's hig!18st priorities was integ:cated rural development. Inthai'
connexion, she noted that the Asian Plan project had shown that rural women accounted
for two thirds of -I;he female population in the Asian and. Pacific region, and that many
women held four or five jobs concur-rent'Iy , The study for the project had also revealed
that the ministries responsible for industry, co-operation and land reform in the
region were still not giving sufficient at terrt.i.cn 1;:) the integratioD. of women in the
development process. 'I'he immediate objectives of the five-year action prograrrune to be
undertaken as part of the Asian Plan therefore Lncl.ude d the adoption of legislation
relating to women, the Improvement of education, employment and training opportunities,
the establishment of a corps of ski.Ll.ed women volunteers and workers from
non-governmental organizations and Governments to assist rural wome n , the development
of low-cost teohnoJ.ogy to free women from unneceeeary drudgery, and the establishment
of effective rural social serv ices for health aducation, nutrition, family planning,
child-care and social welfare. The proposed action programme covered the period from
1977 to 1981, and would be submitted for approval to ESCAP's thirty-third session.
The most serious obstacle to the implementation of the action programme was that of'
financing, and ESCAP would appreciate any assistance and. information which countries
and regions could provide.
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33." Nrs. ALLENSPACH (Observer for the International ]lederation of Business and
Professional Women), speaking at the invitation of the Chairman, said that the
Federation's ma~n objective was to improve the s~atus of women. in the political,
cultural and social life of their countries, To that end, it had organized many
regional seminars, workshops and panel cliscussions during the International Women! s
Year. Its activities, which were described in documentsE/CN.6/NGO/258 and 261, had
included the org~1ization of an all-African Seminar on the basic education and
instruction of rural women and a Seminar on women.in times of business recession,
which had recently been held in Switzerland.

34. The Federation had also undertaken an international research project entitled
"Search Parties" to identify obstacles to the full participation of women in the life
of their commurri,ties •.. It had circulated a summary of the World Plan of Action
entitled "Words into Action ll , which called upon members of the Federation to take
appropriate action to implement the recommendations adopted during the International
Women's Year. Under the theme "The Challenge to the New Woman in Agri cu l ture,
Industry and. Family, 1977-1980", it had urged the adoption of action programmes designed
to deal with the problems of rural women and to study the position of women in the
context of industrialization and the changing role of women in the modern family.
Since there was a gap between legislation aimed at ensuring equality and the actual
stat us of women in many eountr Lss, developed and developing a.Like , the Federation had
requested its affiliates to call upon their Governments to work for the full integration
of women in society and to promote the full partnership of men and women•. It also
encouraged its members to accept responsibility at the local and national levels so
that larger numbers of adequately trained women could asaume policy-making positions
in Government and in governmental bodies.

35. After a procedural discussion on the United States representative's proposal for
the establishment of a working group, the CHAIRMAN suggested that a decision on the
matter should be taken at a subsequent meeting.

36. It,was so decided.

The meeting rose at 6.05 p.m.
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