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THE UNIT,ED NATIONS DECADE FOR ''/OMEN: EQUALITY, DEVEJJ(.~PMEN'r AND PEACE, 1976-1985
(agenda item 4) (continued,) =

(a) EVALUATION OF ACIJ!IVIT IEEI UNDFRTAKEN DURING THE INrERNATIC'lNAL \,/OMJiliif'S YEA.lt
(E/ON. 6/593)

(b) TEE PROGRAIyllilE FOr. 'lTI DEOll.l1E .tum RD)~f.'l.'rm QUESTIONS INCLUDING TECHNICAL
CO··OPBRATION ACTIllI'l'IES (E/ON. 6/594 1.d. Oorr.1, 595, 5('~, 603 and 604)

(c) REVml AND APPRAISAI, OF PROGRE8S MA.:DE UNDER THE INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
STRA.'ffiGY FOR THE SECOND UNr~jD NATIONS DE\r.illLl'P.tvlENT JJECADm AND IN THE
ll-1PLENEJNTATION 0]' THEJ WORLD PI.J.N Cl!' ACTION (El/CN. 6/598 , 599)

(d) PREPARATORY WCHK FOR THE 1980 CONFERENCE (E/CN. 6/600; E/ON. 6/NGO/258)

1. ,~",,~,.;\:[ITm~~~:£,(Iran) said than, the commencement of the United Nations Decade
for v/omen marked a ·turning point in the Commission's history. InternE\.tional
Women's Ysar had brought home to women more sharply than ever before how powenLeaa
they '''ere. It had touched the lives of too fe,., women and hael found.ered on the
chronic a'Pathy of most Governments. The activities and strategies for the Year
had lacked a rationale and had. not been incorporated into an integrated and broad
fremewox'k. It was the Commission's duty to ensure that future initi'a-cives, in
'Particula:.:- the 1980 Conference and the Decade for 'vomen, did not suffer the same
fate. ..

2. ,]he full integration of women in the development process would require far­
reaching changes, not only in social ins-bi tu'bions, but al.so in the 'Psychology of
society. In the first place, social structures, in~titutions and values should be
freed. from innate d.iscrimination against women. Secondly, the attitudes of
individuals and ,·,bole communities should, not limit women's -participation and
contribution. Thirdly, women must acquire a kncwl.adge of political" administra'bive
and economic realities and deveLcp an a.bili ty· to use 'that knowf.edge to .~heir own
ends. The goal of full integration of women in the deval.opmerrt process' placed a
responsibility on Goverl1ffients to eliminate obstacles to its achievement, on the
,...omen of each country to participate full;y in its pursuit, and. on the Commission to
ensure that the proposed. draf;,: convention on the elimina.tion of discrimination
against women outl:i.ned the measures that Covarnmsnt s must tel:e to remove any
existing obe'baclet..

3. v[omen i'rere traditior~ally Lnd.ividual.Lsti c , but at the present stage in their
hi story, if signifi cent and lasting change S "Tere to 0 ccur, tha.t attitude had to be
replaced b;}r a collective approach encompass:1.ng as diverse a range of women as
possible. Development should not benefit only small privileged groups of women,
noz- r.hould only Po. fe", woman particivabe in the planning .that was necessary.
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4. To emphasize the need for the full integration and partioipation of women in
the development prooess vas not to be ocmmi.trbed to separate development for women,
but, rather, to strive for women's reoognition as an essential oomponent in eaoh
development projeot. That should be borne in mind when the progress made under
the International Development Strategy ",as revie"led end evaluated. Eaoh projeot
should be plrumecl ,.,ith a full t'lnderstanding of the speoial faotors and attitudes
affeoting women, and eaoh shotud oover any speoial needs or problems ,.,hioh women
might have.

5. Serious imbalanoes already existed and might well beoome more marked dt~~ing

the Deoade. They inoluded a steadily inoreasil~ ntwber of women illiterates, an
antioipated deoline in the peroentage of women in the work force, an increase in
the number of women suffering from malnutrition, &ld an increasing proportion of
dependents in most populations. All those oonstraints wotud work against the full
integration of ,romen in the development process and the aohievement of the World
Plan of Action's minimum targets for 1980. T\.,o further important constraints were
the persistence of commtmity attitudes which limited women's interests and energies
to narrow traditional fields, and the fear of change and the urucno"in generated by
women's demands. The task was, on the one hand, to satisfy certain basic needs in
order to bring women to tIle threshold of participation and, on the other, to bring
dO'rl1 the barrier of fear and promote new attitudes that 'rould help women to cross
that threshold.

6. The purpose of institutions and programmes for women, such as the Asian and
Pacific Centre for Women and Development and the ~lter.national Research and !P.raining
!nstitute for the Advancement of Women, the establishment of whi.ch had been proposed
by the head of the Iranian delegation to the Mexico Conferenoe of 1975, should be
to define and explain both the need for changes and the direotion those changes should
talce. Precious time and resouroes should no longer be i'lasted on unoo-ordinated,
aimless ~!....h2.£ activi.ties. Development pl&lS and programmes should no longer be
based on an inappropriate &ld harmful interpretation of women's aspirations and
abilities. Women shotud tclce their plaoe within and throughout society as a whole.
The Intenlational Women's Year had failed to achieve that objeotive, wnioh must now
be attained by the Deoade.

7. The mid-decade 1980 Conference was to be an event of orucial
National and regional planning for the Conferenoe should begin at
country, preliminary preparatory meetings had already been heId,
should demonstrate the same oommitment and oonoel~.

importance.
onoe; in her own
All Governments

'\

,
)

8. Apart from aGTeeing on a oommon approaoh, +.he 1980 Conferenoe would have to
assess the S1100e88 of the Seoond Development Deoade and the extent to whioh the
sooial aims of the International DevelopmGnt Strategy hud been aollievcd with respeot
to women. In that oOl1nexion, she wished to make ~ro separate proposals. First,
the Seoretar,y-General should be reQl1ested to prepare a report for the 1980 Conferenoe
outlining an approach for achieving the objective of the Decade. The
report shoQld deal with both national and international polioies and stress the
need for a full commitment on' the part of each country. The approach should be
devised to ensure that the economio, social, political and human constraints were
minimized and an effective infrastructU2'e for future development created.
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9.' The second proposal was that, in preparing for the Conference, the Commission
should not merely dra\" up a detailed agenda but should al so, in consultation with
all relevant United Nations agencies, wfth the proposed International Research
and Training Insti'tute for the Advanc~ment of "lomen and '·dth existing and proposed
regional centres ~d programmes, as well as with national bodies, research
institutions and experts, endeavotlr to stimulate national and regional planning in
preparation for the Conference.

10. As for the review and appraisal of the implementation of the World Plan of
Action which the Commission was requested to undert~ce under General Assembly
resolution 3490 (XXX), she wondered whether, in view of the limited time and
facilities available at the present session, the Commission might not set up ,a
group to' carry out such a review ~1d appraisal and to report its findings end
conclusions ,to the Commission at its next session. Should that idea be aoceptable,
the terms of reference of such a group might be drawn up at the present session.

li., Princess PREM PURACHATRA (Thailand) said that, in spite of the political
disiurbances in her country in 1974-1975, the Government of Thailand'had acted in
accordance'with its endorsement of the Declaration of the International Women's
Year by appointing a speqial cOlnmittee to mark the Year with various activities.

12. Under the Thai Constitution, there was absolute equality between men and
women, and new laws were being enacted by Parliament to eliminate any remaining
inequalities in legislation. Women were to be found in every profession and
calling, including the armed forces and police, agriculture, banking, business
and industries, and'participated actively in the "Village Scouts Movement" which
promote~ ,friendship and peace within the country, as well as in assisting refugees
from neighbouring countries.

13: The Thai Government was associating non-governmental organi~ations with the
National Development Plan, in whf.ch priority was' being g'iven ~o the, ,task of
limiting population growth.' She added that a special b~~eau had been created to
follow up the, work of the International Io[ome!')."s Year. However, deapf,te"
co-operation between the Throne, the Government ana' the people, .repre serrted by
nearly 1,000 non-governmental organizations, difficulties were being encountered
due to the lack of trained l~aders, adequate publicity, and communicat~on between
the Unfted Nations, the Government and the non-governmental organizations.

14. Mrs. SALYO (Indonesia) said that, in observing the International Women's Year,
her Government had placed equal emphasis on activities in rural and urban areas.
More than half of Indonesia's women J.ived in the rural areas, and the task of
bridging the gap between conditions in those areas and those in the more
developed centres was therefore most important. The main features of rural
conditi,ons were' ~relati:VGly high, rate of illiteracy among women, the absence of
technological mean$ of ~educing women's heavy workload, and the high rate of
migration of young women fro.m·,Yil)ag~:'s to urban cie~t:r:e,s. The ~l'og:ra1l)me for the
Decade should accommodate 'tho'se 'probJ,'eins as far as po.~sible', in particular by
including schemes for non-formal education commensurate with the magnitude of the. ,

,
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problemQ It would also be useful to e~amine the adverse impact of development on
women, such as the loss Of traditional employment opportunities and the obvious
hazards and hardships for untrain~d village women plunged into an urban setting.

15. Ms. FREDERICK (United States of America) suggested that an efficient way of
dealing with agenda items 4(b), (c) and (d) would be for the Commission to break
up into a number of very small, language-compatible groups which would meet for
one or two afternoons and then report back to the plenary. Possible subjects for
discussion might be; priorities for action in the second half of the Decade;
current and potential use of the Voluntary Fund; a plan for the future use and
support of the International Institute; priorities for the Inter-agency Programmes;
a reView of the work of regional commissions, conferences and seminars and of
national workshops; the development of a system for measuring progress; an
evaluation of the Commission's interaction with the United Nations system; and
the preparation of a COt~se of action for the 1980 Conference. That procedure
would enable every delegation to express its views on each specific subject, would
bring out a variety of new ideas, and would assist the Commission as a whole in
drawing up a strategy for the Decade whicll was responsive to the needs of
individual countries, particularly the developing countries.

16. Mrs. COCKCRCFT (United Kingdom) said that important advances in the field of
women's rights had taken place in the United Kingdom during the International
Women's Year; the Sex Discrimination Act of 1975 had been enacted, the Equal Pay
Act of 1970 had come ftti1y into force, and the Equal Opportunities Commission had
been established. Other recent measures furthering equality for women included
the Social Security Pensions Act of 1975 and the Emp10~nent Protection Act of 1975.
The achievements of the International Women's Year should now be followed up by a
sustained effort extending over the entire Decade. In her vie"r, the principal
task was to find and encourage women of potential to become experts in various
fields; the non-governmental organizations could do a tremendous amount in that
connexion.

17. The record as regards the representation of women on public bodies was
disgraceful in all but a small handful of cOUlltries. That was no doubt due to
the fact that women generally had to play a double or even triple role in life.
In that connexion, she emphasized the importance of sharing household duties
between the sexes. The monetary value of the homemaker was grossly underrated;
a recent study had shown that a mother's work, in money terms, was of the order
of ~4,700 p.a. while that of a homem~{er without children was of the order of
C2,OOO p.a. Governments and non-governmental organizations would do well to
conduct research into the matter with a vievr to correoting the situation in the
course of the United Nations Decade for Women.

18. ~ FARIDI (Pakistan) said that, in accordance wi, th the V/or1d Plan of
Action adopted at the World Conference of the International Women's Year, her
Government had organized an International Seminar on Women's Part~cipation and
Deve10pment~ Building Leadership from the Grass-roots, which'had been held at
Is1amabad in November 1975 and had received assistance from the United Nations.
The Seminar had made specific recommendations concerning programmes for women's
education and training, pa.rticu1ar1y in rural areas, and had called for the
establishment of a national committee to co-ordinate women's activities in
Pakistan and to plan a future strategy for the integration of women in the
national development effort.

t
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19. She noted tha.t the oonstitution of hel' oountry nO\'1 oonta,ined several provisions
rela.ting to the elimina.tion of disorimina:hion o.ga.inst women, Legisla.tion alone did
not, hO''1ever', make women free and, Cl.ocordingly, her country' e no.tional stra.tegy
provided for oontinuing educa.tion for women at all levels, One of the !.'esults of
the Interna.tional Women's Yea.r in her IJountry had been the ena.ctment of legisla.tion
designed to elimina.tc the evil of the dot·try as e, socda'l, tra.dition, The .la.~

restricted the value of dQ\oTries and p'l.aced limita.tions on the amounts "'hich could
be spent on ma,rriages.

20. In addition to the na.tiona.l co-ordina.ting committee esta.blished ae a. result of
the Interna.tj.ona.l \'lomen' 8 Year, regional and provincial committees had been set up
in her country ~o meet the need for communica~ion a~ all levels concerning women's
problems. . In '1976, her country "'0uld cele·brate a. women I s week in order to' continue
to drsM a.ttention to women! s problems. Villa.ge· women had suggested tha.t l1vi l l age
fa.irs l1 should be held during the voments "Teek to provide Lnf'ozma'hdon on a.ctivities
rela.ting, for e:xample, to famil;;r planning, educati.on and the pa,rticipation of women
in the nationa.l development process. In iiha~ conne:xion, she noted tha.t her country
and other developing countries often required' bechni.cat a.ssistanc·e to ca.rry out
development a,ctivi'Hes, To tha.t end, the know-how of the non-governmenbal,
organiza.tions could be very valua.ble, and her Government had established a. permanent
council within the 'vomen' s Right s Cornmittee whi.ch was presided over by a. member of
a non-governmenbs.L organiza.tion,

21. Pakistan atbaohed grea.t importance to efforts being ma.de to eva.1ua.te the ''fork
of women "rho were housewives, as had been sta.ted by the representa.tive of her
country a.t the World Conference of the Interna.tional 'vomen' s Yea.r,

22, Ms " HOERZ (German Democratic Republic) said her country ha.d welcomed and
supported the goa.Ia and objectives of the Interna.tional \vomen' s Yea.r, a.s was evident
from the report on the activities it had undertaken in 1975 whi.ch it had submitted
to the thirtieth session of the Genera.l Assembly (A/10263). The systema.tic
advancement of "romen had , moreover, a.Lways been an integral pa.rt of her country's
na.Hona.L policy. During the Internationa.l \vomen's Yea.r, ''forking women ha.d taken
an a.ctive part in the development of the natdona.l. economy and' had contributed to
efforts to improve the living conditions of all' citizens. At the same time, a.ll
sooia.1 forces in the country had agreed that women should be encouraged to
participate in nabdonaL development effo:cts, whd.Le 'fulfi11ing their tasks as wives
and mothers. The Interna.tiona1 vlomen' s rear had thus marked a: new stage in
co-opera.tion to promote the equality of women and men throughout the world.

23. In October 1975, her country had been host to the vlorld Congress of Women in
Berlin', as a. demonstra.tion of its awareneae that efforts to st:rengthen interna.tiona1
peace and security could not be successful without the full pa.rticipa.tion of women.
Accordingly, her country supported measures being taken by the United Nations to
promote the aims of the Interna.tiona.l 'vomen l s Year and was in f'avour .of
strengthening detente and halting the arms race, whioh involved the use of resources
tha.t ·Could. be-aenrt9d··toeethe strengtheningo;f peace a.n:d the promotd.on. of socia1
progress. In tha.t connex.Lon, her country a.trbachad particula.r importance to the
inclusion in the programme for the Decade for women of mea.sures designed to
eliminate. discrimina.tion agadnaf women and ensure th.~ir pa.rticipa,tion in development
efforts.
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24. 1Iire. ROMANOVICH (,l:l;yelor'J,ssian Soviet 500ialist Republic) said that, since
the Il1tern~tional 'lomon I s Year, het' country had sUPPol'ted the efforts being made
by the Ur.i.ted Na;hions to encouzage 'hhe involvement of women in 'hhe social and
economic development of their ccunurdas and to promote increasing awareneaa of
the fact that the equality of ~eu and women and the elimins~ion of discrimination
of all kinds were essential to efforts to maintain international peace and
security.

25. During the J...'lternational VTomen IS Yesr, the Px'aesidiurn of her country had
decided to establish a Conunission for \'lomen, vihf.ch had prepared a programme of
events to be held durdrig the Year and had carried out ma:l'l;y' activities designed to
improve the working conditions of women and to promobe their participation in
national and interna.tional life. \'le.nen had also taken part in conference s and
meetings on science, technology and health, and new child-care centres and
maternity homes had be1n built. In 1975, women had become more involved in the
cul tural life of the country, and the radio, television, 'press and film industr'J
had stressec1 the impor'hant role of women in national life. In August 1975,
representatives of national women.' e organizations from 27 countries had taken part
in the celebration of the thirtieth anniversary of the victory over fascism held
at Minsk. Represen'\;atives of her country had also attended the Congress of Young
Women held in Moscow, the World Oongress of Women in Berlin and the World
Conference of the Interna.tional \'lomen' s Year in Mexico. Lastly, she recalled that
her delegation had wholeheartedly supported the adoption of the General Assembly
resolution 3250 (jJ[X) proclaiming the United Nations Decade for Women, 1976-1985.

26. Ms. TAIGU1ASHI (International Labour Organisation), introducing document
E/CN.G/603, which contained the ILO's report on its activities of special interest
to women, said that the report did not refer to all ILO activities of interest to
women workers but only to those which were specifically directed towards women
workers. Among other .ILO a.ctivi ties, such as standard-setting, 'research and
studies which concerneu both men and women, she referred in particular to the
Tripar'tite \'lorld Employment Conference held in Geneva in June 1976. The
Conference had recognized that, ill many developing countries, women constituted
the group at the bottom of the ladder in respect of employment, poverty, education,
training and status, and had recommend.ed that special emphasis should be placed
on promoting the status, education, development and employment of women and on
integrating them into the economic and civic life of their countries.

27. The Conference had also str3ssed that all national development plans and
policies should include, 'as a priority objective, the promotion of employment and
the satisfaction of the basic needs of each country's population. Basic needs
included certain minimum reauirements of the family for private consumption,
adequate food, shelter, clothing, household equipment and furniture, as well as
essen'bf.al, service s provided, by and for the conmuni, ty as a whole, such as safe
drinking water, sanitation, public transport and. health, educational and
cu'ltunal, facilities. The Conference had recognized that women played a very
important role in satisfying such basic needs since they were the main proViders
of food and clothing and the first to suffer from poor sanitation and health
conditions mld the lack of educational facilities. The Conference had therefore
recommended that the workload of women should be alleviated through improvements

r\
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in theil' ",orking and living oonditions and the provision of more resources for
investment in favour of women in rural areas. Of partioular signifioanoe for
i\1.tura United Nations aO'hivities ooncerning ''lomen 'was the fac"h that the Conferenoe
had requested that policies required 'bo meet bnsic needs should be made part of
the Ini:etnational Developme!ttStrategy for the Second Development Deoade, and that
they should form the core of the International Deve'l.opmerrt Stra:begy for the Third
Development Decede , Aooordingly, it was to be hoped that Govammerrta and the
United }Tations system ''lould finally devote more attention to ",omenI s needs, not
only for the bene.'i.'it of women, but also 1'o:r:' that of society as a whole.

28. Mrs. HEllCAL (League of Arab States) said that the Commission on the Status
of Arab Women had been established as a result of the realization that the
partid.pation of women in the development of their countries was of crucial,
imIlOl'"~anCe and tha"b, despite many progressive constitutional and legal provisions,
giving women equal rights with men in many countries of the Arab world, there was
still a gap bet''leen law and practice. It had therefore been decided to
establish a women! s organization which woul.d focus attention on the speoial
problems of women, co-ordinate the activities of Governments and non-governmental
'Nomen IS assocf.ataons , and provide a useful link with the United Nations organs
and specialized agencies concerned with women I s affairs. The terms of reference
of the Commission on the status of Arab Women were, inter ali..?-...1. to recommend
measures which could help to solve women's problems and enable them to talce part
ill the development of their countries. The recommendations adopted by the
Commission at the ourrent session woul.d be submitted to the fifth session of the
Commission on the Status of Arab Women to be held on 23 October 1976 at Baghdad.

29. Introducing dooument E/CN.6/597, whioh contained the report of the Commission
on the Statl.1.s of Ara.b ,·,roman and the Arab Plan of Action adopted at the fourth
session of the Commission on the Status of Arab Women, she said that the purpose
of the Arab Flan of Action was to define priorities and planning objectives which
would ensure the full participation of women in national development efforts.
IVIoreover, the Commission on the Status of Arab \'lomen had decided. to establish a
Centre for Information and Research on "lomen's Affairs because it was aware that,
in order to bring about changes in the status of women, it was necessary for
information to be communicated in the right ''lay, through the right channels, to
the right persons and groups.'

30. The Oommi.sa.on on the status of Aral> vlomen fully supported the goals of the
United Nations Decade for Women and was in favour of the adoption of a' convention
on the elimination of discrimination against women and other international
instruments relating to the status of women.

31. Hiss rrY!BJI (India) said that the Indian Government had recently done much,
par-bd.cu'La'rLy through the establishment of regional committees, to improve conditions
for women throughout the country. The basic purpose of those committees had been
to make women conscf.oua of the r'ights they already possessed, and in that respect
substantial progress had. been ma.de •
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;2. Re fa rrin{!,' to 'l:1'lc DrC'~rroUl.lc fo:,~ 'che Decade, 'she cm10rsol.1. thG vic,'ls of the
re'pl"Csc;ntati,vcs of PakisiitU'l and the ILO concerning uhc Ilosition of women in
village life .;\l1C1 tlle effacd;s of 1,)oV3l'tj'. In hCl' opinion, a11 il:1'portal1t
shortcoming of th~ l"l:t'0G'rarm.le was Hj~l failure to (1~£'.J. ''1ith tho ''problem of the vast
U\.lmbers of peDDle -, t\bO\.I'C ollG-'bhi:·:,d 0:': the human race - who had no earning
opportunities ",hatcvcJ.'. Il'lcked~ t11c mafn j;roblci:l fo!.' 'the developing countries
and the Unite(l Uations was to find some "laJ' of pu,tting' th:; energies of those
unskilled maSSG S to producbd,vc 'L\SU; she "las convmccd that oolutions coul.d be
founc1, for Ind.i,. hac1 all~ead~t achieved a sr,1all measure of oucce ss in tackling that
probl.em,

33. ~.ass GONZALEZ HAI-l!J.1IllEZ (l'Iexico), noti.nb that her Government had not yet
sul:>mitted a rc.po).,t 011 the activities it had undezrbaken in conncxaon ''lith the
International \'lomen' s Year, saicl i'b had rGcently enacted legislation in many
sectors to give 'practical offsct to the 'princil"lle of equal.L tjr be't''leen men and
women, A spe cf.al, (.;'overnment body had been established to cleal "Tith questions
relating to the auabuo of women, and the nsw national deveLopmerrb vprogramrne
reflected all 'bhe re commendatdons made at the \forld Conference.

34. She ",as of the view that the Commission, after considering the fO'l.lr sub-items
before it, should ado.pt recommendations for the Decade based on those adopted at
that Conference; the 1980 revie"l conference woul.d provd.de an oppoz-bunfty for
assessing the progress made in their iml)lementation. She aB'I'eed "Tith the
Uni'tecl States re'presentativE: that, for the present, the Commission should
establish small wOl~cing gTOups to consider in detail 'bhe various aspects of the
'programme for the Decade on the basis of the val.uahLe information contained, in
the documents submitted by the Secretariat.

35. NI'S 0 CADIEUX (Canada) said that, 'pending the submission of a "rritten report
by the Gqvernment on her country's activities follm"ing the 1975 Conference, she
simply vrished to drml attention to the difficulty of evaluating, at the 'present
time, the impact of the many activities that had been initiated. It would
seem tha~ such activities had been successful, but it was still 'too early for
an accu~ate evaluation of their results.

36. The most ,.,orthwhile activities "Tere those "Thich had given rise to oontinuing
action, and that was '\-Thy her delegation consddered that even more iin'portant: than
a revie,v of pr, rious activities was nhc need. to use those activities as a basis'
for planning the 'programme' for the Decade. It w'as,thel'efore prepared to
consider the programme ~repared by the 'Secretariat as soon as possible, and would
aoccrdangl.y go along with the SUGgestion made by the United States delegation'or
any other practical procsduro ,

ms
1

37. :£.11's. HUSSEIN (Egypt) said that, wh.i.Le suppor-bdng most of. the observations
made by the representative of Iran, she wished to tru(e issue with the pessimistic
conclusion that the International Women I s Year had been founded on the a:pathy of
Governments. Firstly, at the international level, the fact that the initiative
for 'policy 'pianning had been trucGn from the Commission by the General Assembly ,
bore witness to the interest of Governments. Since tl~ World Population Conference
at Bucharest in 1974, the issue of women's rights, and hence the impact of the'
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Commission 011 Governments, had been internationall~r recocnized. At 'the
World Congress in Berlin in 1975, it hnd been obearvsd that, of all the programmes
sponsored by the United Nations, 'the International 'vomen's Year had elicited the
BTeatest l~sponse from the international oommunity.

38. Secondly, 'at the national level, at loast 80 Goverl1ffients had stated that they
had established national commissions on the sbauus of women "Thioh had begun ''lork
on data oolleo'bion and legal reforms. Ee.'Ypt, too, had esta1)lished S1.10h a
commission whioh, on th~ basis of the World Pl&l of Aotion, had proposed policy
measures that had been endorsed by the Prime m.nistar. '211ose national commissions'
had been desoribecl at tho 1975 Conference as being governmental in charac'bez-, but
it was essential to bear in mind the important "Tork being dons by the non­
goverrunental organizatio~s.

39. It was apparent from those deveLopmerrbe that much encouraging progress had
already been made in implementing the 1975 reoommendations.

40. I-Trs. GUEYE (Senegal), expressing the hope tha'b,' in future, delegations woul.d
reoeiv6,doouments well before the Commission's sessions, said it was now possible
to evaluate' favourably the achievements of the Internai:ional 'vomen's Year. 'vomen
had agXeed' to unite in a common stl~lgg1e to achieve the objectives of the Year and
to work for a ''lorlcl in whd.ch mankind "Tould livs in peace and harmony,

, '

41. On the l)asis of the comprehensdve information contained in the documerrbc bef'cr'e
it, the Commission should now ivork out aprogTamme of action for the attainment of
the noble objectives of the Decade. Moreover, 'bhe Commission should promote
lasting peace by contributing to the abolition of colonialism, a;Rartheid and
re'prossion throughout the i'1orld, and should emphasize Jtihose activities which wou'Id
help woman who -w:ere suffering' from those evils.

42. llirs. LAMINA (Nadagascar) said that, although her Government had nob yet been
able to submit a report on deveLopmerrte in her country, it attached the g'l"Gatcst
importanoe to specific reoommendations at the international level &ld their
implementation; that was 'partioularly true of the recommendations made during the
International Women's Year. She explained that, in September-October 1975, her
Government had organized a seminar on the promotion of women's rights in
Madagascar which had been attended by women from all over the OotUltry. A
reoommendations. opted by the seminar 1'0 the establishmen': of a separate
governmental dspar-bmerrt dealing vIith the atabue of women had just been 'put into
effect, ffild 'bhe department had embarked upon its task by launching a women's
literacy oampaign.

43. Ms. CIDJ10MBm (Interna~ional Planned Parenthood Federation) said that, in
the :&~ederatiori"i7'"vievl, a woman t s ability to regulate her fertility was a basio
human right and fundamerrtal, to the' attainment of real equality bet\'Teen msn and
women. It we Lcomad the Commission's efforts to formulate a oonvention on th-e '
elimin~tion 'of discrimination against women because legal equality was a basio
oondition for true equality. .However, legal instruments and reforms had to be
accompanied by specific ste'ps to implement and enforoe the Law, as well as
practical policies 'to ensure that women had the ability and opportunity to exeroise
their legal rights. IPPF sup-parted 110th lega~ and practical efforts aimed at
improving the 'posii:ion of women, and had adopted a dual approach of that kind in
its ''lork.
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41.t • IPPP ~0COal"J.i.z~cl ·bhr.t dGvelo};il11o!l'h lloulCl not tclc0 plc-cl:! piceomeF.'.l 'bu:h had to
encompacs health, 111.rb:l"i'hion, t)cl'\.1.coti.on nn(l~ eTllplo;ymol1t. "/omon "lore especially in
need of bell:> :tn r.l.L those ..ireae , bu'~ thei.J.' needs ,.,0:"'0 o:ftGl1 given v'ory Lov priority
beccuse of 'the'i..r' oxC1UOi.01l .from 11u,l::4·ico.l deoi'3ion-mt:'.king' maohi.nery and la-ell: of
c('onoLli'J lcvertJ.go.

45. 1'ho FederaijiOl1' s proGI't:-unme was clesig'nod to support efforts by women to
identif~r their c .1. problems and dev~.se E. Lubf.one to them, : .>eoial C\ttention beil1g
criven to ,':ome~'") c;rou,!'s, ,'rllotl",c:l.' fo:cmo.1.. (''Y' i~'lfo11!W.l: "lhich existed in almost £1.11
oountries an~ often provided a sound basis for self-help projeots.

46. AI:. dmprovemerrts :~n the s.t,;atuG of women oould not he achieved by changing
isolai;ed aspects of thcdr lives, action l:>:t',:>gr~lnGS aimed C:~t helping vromen to attain
equali.ty had to uui.Li ae all avad.Labf.e souz'ccs of support. Public pal'ticipation at
'!'he p::',).nnill~' and c'!.eoiLiol"J"l'1aking l""-,rels i-las necoaszrry for the maximum ei'fectiveness
of the progre~e for the Decade. The possible contribution by non-governmental
organizatio:1.~J '-lai:l :~llol'ea8.ing.'.~t 1~ccogn5,zod, £:1.0 uaf> the need fo1' co-ordination and :
oo l.Laboxatj on, 1)0',:11 r.mcng non-goverrmerrbaf, ol'Banizations end betweon non-governmental
or.;'anizations and Goverruwnts. I b was therefore intended that IPPF programme,
projects should be developed and implemented jointly by family ~lanning associations
to~etller with other no~-governmentalorganizations, including women's organizations,
the United Hu:~::.ons and its speci.a'l i.zed agencies and regional commissions and, in
some instancp.s ~ ":ith na.t.lonal, Governments.

47. In concLusdon , she po i.rrbed out that 7 whd.Le 'lomen 'fere the most under-privileged
members of the commuriibv, men in many courrbrf.es ,·!ere 0.160 excluded from full,
pD.rticipation ana in economd,c life. Efforts to improve the status of women woul.d
not meet "'i'bb. success unless they were broad enough to include all members of the
community. Tho fact that development in eeneral could no longer be carried'out in
such a way that the developing oOlultrics received rol unfair return for their
resources and production must includo recognition of the Impor-tant but Inadequa'beIy
rewarded contribution ''1hich women made to the wo r.Id ,

48. 1I1s. :BROVJN. (\'lomen' s InternaJGiona.l Democratic Feq..eration) expressed appreciation
of the observations by r8DrGSentatives and the Assistant Secretary-General on the
Impor-bance of non-gover'rmenba'l organizations. ~,Iahy representatives had also
referred to tho 1.975 \'iorl<l Congress for the Inte:r.'national vlomen' s Year held in
:Berlin, some of ,I'hOS8 activities might be of interest to tij,e Oommission.

49. The prinoipal feature of the Cong'l'ess h6d: boenits truly global nature arid its
re:r,>resentation of women from many develop2.ng countries at the grass,-.roots level.
In preparation for the Congress, nine commissions had been established and had
prepal'ec1. repo~cts ,'/11ich reflected the pressing needs of millions of women throughout
tl:1.8 "r.:-.rld. T11 8 Congress hall. endorsed the \'lol'1d Plan of Action adopted at
lIiexico Oi ty and the clraft ccnverrtdon, It 'hid 'called for the continuation of work
on the many problems confronting women end on the programmes pr'epar'ed by the
Oommission. In V:.e"l of the ne eel. to exert pressure in various countries of the
lTorld, it had established a standing committee for that purpose. It had also
vreLcomed the idea of the 1980 reviell conf'erence 7 and hoped to organize a parallel
meeting of no~-governmeDtal organizations.
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50. The Federation devoted moot of its attention to the probl.eme of women in the
developing countrie$. It r~coffnized disarmament as the main problem faced by the
world, since.disarmament ~rould releas~ vast resources for much-needed development.
It was at present establishing regional centres for literacy and training in
Somalia and Cuba, and was considering the establishment of national centres. It
'Tas also planning seminars, and was in the process of constrttcting a health centre
for women and children at H~10i. It would submit a detailed written report on its
activities to the Secretariat and wished to assure the Commission that it would
publicize the Commission's decisions and work on the draft convention.

51. She agreed with the represe~tative of Egypt that there was every reason for
optimiQm: the success of the ~lternational vTomen's Year had exceeded everyone's
expectatiops. But the particular problems confronting women had existed for
thousands of. years ,f:'.nd 'I,'[ould not be solved in a. decade , The Year had, novever ,
focused attention on those problems,· Governments had taken a new interest, and
ordinary women had .found a new unit;}r which could guarantee success.

52. Ms. HENDSCH (United States .o~~erica) con~idered that, although the discussion
was proving very useful, the Commission should as soon as possible consider the best
means of preparing a'uell-planned prqgramme for the Decade, if possible through the
establishment of small \'lorking groups.

53. Mrs. SIPILA (Assistant Secretary-General, Centre for Social Development and
Humanitarian Affairs) noted the many General Assembly resolutions which indicated
that Governments had taken action in areas new to the Commission, and said that there
were two points in particular which she wished to bring to the Commission's attention.

54. Firstly, the United Nations had so far given little publicity to the'Decade
because it vras uai ting for a lead. from the Commission. '\'Then the Commission agreed
upon a programme for the Decade,' :i.ts' .deed.a ions could be given wide P11blici ty.

55. Secondly, most Governments "lere continuing the action they had begun in 1975,
but many were labouring under difficul·ties as a result of the closure of the bureaux
which had been established in' connexion with the Year and had been the key to its
success. Non-governmental ·r.>rganizatiO!l~ did not have the resources or national .
co-ordinating ability to offset the. loss of those bureaux. Consequently, if the
Commission warrted g; programme vTl~ich wou.Ld continue. for the "Thole of the Decade,
it should recommend national activities. Moreover, if working groups were
established in accordance \'Tith the 'United States representative's proposal, they"
should consider, inter alia, the public information activities of the United Nations
and Governments, and national machinery for giving practical effect to the Decade.

The meeting rose at 6.10 p.m.
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