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The Fconomic snd Soecipl Council,
Noting the conlimuing and accelerating impaimment of the quality of the
" humen environment csused by such fectors as air and water pollution, ervusion,

and other formg of soil deterioretlon, secondary offects of ldocides, wnste and
nolso,

Concerncd with the consequent effacts thereofl on the condition of hﬁn, his
physicsl and mental well-being, his dignity end his enjoyment of basic human
rights in daveloping as well =5 developed counitries,

Convinged of the urgent nced for intengiflicd petion, al the nztional and
internationsl level, in order to limit and, whore possible, to eliminate the
impedrment of the human environmenl and in order to proteet snd improve the
natural surroundings in the interest of men, '

Convinced slse that duc ntiention to problems of the human environment is
essontial for sound econonmie =nd socizl dovcloprent,

Becring in mind the importenl work on some probloms of the humen environment
¢ pressnt being underiocken by orgenigelions in the United Helions systuem, in
perticulsr tho United Nations (including the ©CE), 110, FL0, UNDSCO, WHO, WMO,
INCO ond IAdYL, os referrod o in the raport of the Sverotory-Gansral on
acvivitics of Unitad Hallons Orgenizetions and preogramnes rclovunt te the human
environment (B/4553), -
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Aware of lhe importsnt work being donc on problems of the human cnvivomment by
ivseanents as well a@ by nationsl and diaternationsl non-poverumental orgenisaiions
such as Lhe International Union for the Consorvation of Hature and Lhe Jnternationsl
Siologieal Progroms,

Hoting furlhermore with particular interest the mrrangemcnls for the Inter-
Governmental Confuronce of Experbts on the Sciontific Heesis for Mutlonal Use und
Conservation of the Resvurces of the Binsphure orgonized by UNESCO with the
participation of the United Haticns, Fi0 and WHO €2 by held in Paris in Septepber
1968, as wcll as ihe docision of the Economic Comaission for Burope o convene a
mecling of govormmentel oxperts on problems relating to the covivonment ln 1970
or 1971, ' -

DBearing ip mind the valuable reports on Environmental Pollulion and its
control (E/4457) propared by WHO, and on Conservation and Rational Use of the
Environmenl (1/4458) preparcd hy UNESCO and PO, Tor the 44th scesion of the
Couneil, '

Desirins €0 oncourage work in this field and to give it'a commen outlook
and direction,

Belioying ib desirable bo provide a frawework for a comprehongive considoration
within the United Hations of the problems of the hman enviromment in orvder to foecus
thz albbantion of Govermeenis and public opinion on the importsnce of this guestion
anul also bo identifly those aspeela of it that can only, or besi, be solved
threough internationsl co-operation and agrecment,

1. Rocommends thet bthe Gonerpl Assambly, ot ibs twenty-third scsaion, consider
wrya rod neens: o furthor the objoctives sat oulb above including, in perticular,
the desirability of convening a United Hutions conforence on problems of the
homon environmens, ieldng inle consideralien, i.e., Vhe views capressed during the
forly-Lifth session of Lhe Eeonomie nnd Socipl Council znd the results of the
Inter-Govornmeninl Confercuce of Exports on the Scientiiic Hasis for Rational Uss
awl Conservation of the Rosources of the Riosphers,

2. Cunsiders thot, ia ordor to essuwre tho succoss of n conference, should
ila convening be deeidod by the Genural Asscmbly, destalled and caroful propsrations
wuld be nocessary aml recommonds that the General Lssumbly reguest the Scoretary—
Genernl, after obtaining the views of Govermments onid thosc of the Advisory Committen
on the idpplication of Science snd Technology te Development, in co-operation with the
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aphropriate organisstions in the United Hations system, including the Hegion=1

Beouomie Commissions and the United Hatlons Economic ané Social Office in Buoirut,

W cubmit to the foriy-seventh scosion of the Council = roport clout:

(a) the scope znd progress of werk alroady being done on the maln problems
of the huszn environmemi by inlernalional sndd national organizstions,
at the intcer-povermentcel, governmonisl and non-povernmentel levols,
and the principel azreas vhich require internationsl co-cperation;

(b) the srcas which might with particular advantage be considered at an
internptional conference on problems of the human environmont and a sugpestad
programme of work for a confercnce;

(¢) altcrnative methods for adequabe preparations for a conforunce, and the
longlh of time necesaary for such preparabions;

(d) « possible time and placu for e conforence;

(¢) the possible range of financial implications for Uhe Unitod Nations
of the holding of a conference,

Je Proposes to The.Genoral Assombly that it include in the agenda of its
twontiy-third scssion an item eniilled "The Problems of the Humun Environment®.



