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Addenduam

The question of convening an internabionzl conforcnee
on Lhe problems of human environment

Letter dated 20 May 1968 Trom the Permancnb
Representiabive of Syeden addressed to Lhe
decrelayy-General of the United Nations

Acting upon instructions of my Covernment T have the honour to request, in
accordance with rulc 10 of the rules of procedure oi' the liconowmic and Social
Couneil, that an item be inscribed on the agenda of the forty-Tilth session of the
Beonomic and Social Council entilled az follows:

"The question of convening an international confeoronce on the problens

of huran environment",

An cxplanetory momorandum is encloscd,

Aeeept, Sir, ete,

(Signeﬁ} Sverker ASTHOM

Ambasaador, Permanent Representetive
ol Sweden Lo the United Hations

68-11793 g
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Explanatory memorandum

1, The purpose of Lhe item proposed is to provide a framework Tor a
comprehensive conglderation within the United Wations of the problems of' human
environment,

?. The notion “probleiss of human environment” used here is wslcrstood to mean,
on the one hand, the chunges in the natural surrouvndings of' man brought ubout,
without adeguate control, by the nae of modern technologicul advancea in industry
and agriculiurc, anrd on the other hand, the impact oi Llds proccess on man himself,
HWithin the firsi category fall problems such zs air and water poliution, erosion
and/or dcpletion of the soil, excessive and unconbrolled use of hiocldcs, problems
of wanle ete,., and the disturbance of the ceologleal halance caused therchy.

To the secord category belong issues pertaining to bealth, working and living
conditions as influenccd by changes in the natural surroundings, unplaoned and
umnecontrolled urban growth ete, With regand to the latier problem, the effccts
are bouh physical and paychological in nature. Mushrooming shantylowns and olbher
types of slum areas, as well ag rapid urban growth, cause not only air pollution,
tralTic congestions, & damaging lovel of noises and sherply increcsed accident
rates, bub also problems connecled with famlly disorganization, metnal tensions
and incresscd erdime rotes,

3. The importance, indecd the vrgency, of the problems of humen environment is
being increasingly recognized in developed end developing countries, Tm somc
developing couniries ihe problems involved muy nol yei have Liccome as serdious

in the short run as in the highly industriulized counlries, but they are nowherc
cbeend ond will with certeingy grow ever more seriops with widespread use of
uodern technology., This is particularly truc with regard to tropical rcgions
with elimatic and geologicel cxtremecs where nature is often more sensitive to
intevvantion by man than In temperate mones, Complex urbanizoatlon probloms have
already a~isen in many devcloping countrics.

h. A number of organizations within the Unitcd Mations have already engaged in
the study of these issucs, WO has for some timo been acltive in the field of
waler oikl air pollution., FAO hus been concerned wilh the erosion and depletion of
the sol). end with the conservation of Mishing grounds. UHESCO is interested in the
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general problem of conscrvation of nature and is. in co-operation with other
agencics, sponsoring a confercnec on the biosphere $his coming Sepltemper, The
Econotcde and Social Council has haed items concerming environmental polliution and
the conservation of the enviromment on its agenda for some years and will at ils
current session dezl with some highly illuminating reports prepared by WHO, FAO
apd UNESCO.

5. These ackivities are highly Imporiunt and they dcserve support and
encouragement, However, they have nol ycl been given the promincnec in ithe
deliberations of the competent organs of the United Metions, in particular the
Generul. Asscmbly and the Feonomic and Social Couwneil, which is necessary if they
are Lo have maximom impact on the precticsl actions of Govermmenta and
intergovernmcntel and non-governmenlal orgunivations. TFurthormore, as Lhe problsams
of' human enviromment grow more scriocus cvery day, many of them involving the risk
ol irveparuble damege if nob dealt with in time, 1% will be necesaury to extend
and intensiiy internaticonal efforts alvcady undertaken aﬂd to initivte new ones,
There 18, therefore, an indicputeble need to creatc o bhusis for comprehensive
congideruiion within the United Nations of Uhe problems of human onvironment.

6. A decilsion to provide such a framework would scrve the following purposes:

(a) It would Tocus the attention of Governments and public opinion in various
countries on the importance of the problem. Fyven if mewbers ol the scicntific
community havc become Tully awarc thal changes in the human cavironment may invalwe
gerious threats to the welfare, indeed the survival, of man, the economic, =social
and political repercussions have not yet been fully realized by the public at
large ani oy the policy-making authorities. Wider mdcrstending of the problems
involved would make such messures as have %o be taken, be it on the patiomal or the
intermational level, more easily ucceptable,

(b) Some aspecis of the guestion are already under active consideration in
various intermationazl organizations. Other aspectes will mo doubt be iaken up
for intcrnetional discussion within the forcsecuble future. Thus, there is need
for a common outlook and dircclion as well as a mcusw'c of administrative
co-ordination., The machinery of ACC cun be used in this copnexion. 1t 1= not
Torescen that any institutional immovations would be reguired,
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(¢) It wvould be highly desirable to provide a meeting-ground where exchange
of informaltion end cxperience ecun lake place betwcen scientists, administrators,
rolitlicians and other persons engaged in various aspects of the matter.

(d) It is essential that those aspccts of the problem that can enly be
golved Lhroygh intcrnational co-operation and agreement be identified, particularly
those thal have ito be dealt with as a matier of urgency if irreparable damagc
iz to be avoided.
f+ After carcful considcration, the Swedish Government has arrived at the
copelusion thit the purposes stated above would best be scrved by a decision taken
by the General Assembly of the United Fations 4o convene a conference under
United Nutions auspices. Ouch a conference would have to be most curefully
prepured, possibly throuwgh the uppolntment of an ad hoc commdttec of the General
Aponombly to work in closc nullﬁburatiun with agencies now enguged in various
aapecte of the problem, The conflerence mipght Take place in 1971.

8. It way be recalled thab when, ot ite meeting in Oclober 196(, the United
Mations HeientllMice Advisory Committec considered the convening of & rourth Uniled
Nationg conference on The peaceful uses of atomic energy, it was suggested that
othcr Lopice might also lend themsclves to United Nations conlerences of this
character, and the problem of human environment was singled ovt as one suitable
subject. Yhie idea was roferred to by Lthe Swedish dclegalion in an intervention
in the plenary session of' the General Asscmbly on 13 December 1967 (A/PV.1620,

p. f2).

9. It is the irtention of the Swedish dclcgation, should its request for the
inseription of thi=s item on the agenda of the Feconomic and Social Council at

its forty-firth session be granted, to place befors the Council a draft rcsolutbion
that will rcflect the above considerations. The Swedish delcgation also hopes
that the Council will request the Scerctariat to prepare background matcrial in
order to facilitate the consideration of the maitter by the Gencral Assembly.
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