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• THE PROTEIN PROBLEM 

Report of the Secretary-General 

Addendum 

L e t t e r t o the Under-Secretary-General f o r Economic and 
Social A f f a i r s from the Director-General of the Food 

and A g r i c u l t u r e Organization 

I have reviewed the d r a f t r e p o r t of the Secretary-General on the P r o t e i n 
Problem and the FAO/WHO/UNICEF P r o t e i n Advisory Group's comments on t h i s r e p o r t 
dated 13 September I968. 

The Secretary-General's a c t i o n on r e s o l u t i o n 2319 ( X X I l ) of the twenty-second 
session of the General Assembly of the United Nations on the need f o r in c r e a s i n g 
the production and use of ed i b l e p r o t e i n was very t i m e l y . His r e p o r t based on 
replies' received from Member nations t o the questionnaire has served a most u s e f u l 
purpose i n s t i m u l a t i n g i n t e r e s t i n t h i s problem. Among the United Nations system 
of organizations FAO i s probably the agency most a c t i v e l y engaged i n e f f o r t s t o 
a l l e v i a t e the world p r o t e i n problem and^ as you know, I have made t h i s a p r i o r i t y 
subject i n FAO's programme of work and an i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y approach t o the 
problem i s being organized by my d i f f e r e n t departments. I n so f a r as 
i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y p r o j e c t s r e l a t e t o the various United Nations agencies i t i s my 
f e e l i n g t h a t the PAG i s an instrument w e l l s u i t e d t o advise on the promotion of a 
co-ordinated a t t a c k on various aspects of the p r o t e i n problem by the United 
Nations system of orga n i z a t i o n s . FAO w i l l c e r t a i n l y consider t h i s aspect of the 
PAG's fun c t i o n s as very important and I f e e l c o n f i d e n t t h a t the view t h a t an 
e x i s t i n g organ l i k e the PAG should be put t o the best possible use i n t h i s respect 
w i l l get the Secretary-General's f u l l e s t support. • 
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The r e p o r t , based on the r e p l i e s received from some s i x t y Member nations 
t o the United Nations questionnaire, was on the whole w e l l received by the 
members o f the P r o t e i n Advisory Group whose comments w i l l be reviewed below. I t 
i s , however^ apparent from the r e p o r t t h a t the time allowed t o c o u n t r i e s t o prepare 
t h e i r r e p l i e s was too short f o r many of them t o muster the resources of the 
sev e r a l d i f f e r e n t government departments, i n s t i t u t i o n s and i n d i v i d u a l s prominent 
i n t h i s f i e l d who must a l l work together i f sound n a t i o n a l p o l i c i e s o r i e n t e d 
towards c l o s i n g the p r o t e i n gap are t o be developed. Several members of the 
P r o t e i n Advisory Group reported t h a t they had not been consulted i n the 
p r e p a r a t i o n of t h e i r country's r e p l i e s t o t h e q u e s t i o n n a i r e . Thus i t seems t h a t 
the report, does not give a complete account of world a c t i v i t i e s i n the p r o t e i n -
food f i e l d . 

I n i t s conclusions and recommendations t h e r e p o r t notes t h a t the "heart of 
the m.atter i s t o ensure adequate consumption of p r o t e i n by the very young and by 
pregnant and l a c t a t i n g women" . l-Jhen commenting t o ECOSOC i n J u l y 19^7 on the 
ACST r e p o r t on "The impending p r o t e i n c r i s i s " FAO noted the i l l - d e f i n e d 
nature of the p r o t e i n gap and suggested t h a t i t could not be closed u n t i l 
Governments were able t o take well-judged steps t o ensure a s a t i s f a c t o r y 
d i s t r i b u t i o n of the a v a i l a b l e p r o t e i n food resources t o those t h a t need them most. 
Such steps can only be taken i f they are based on a knowledge of present food 
d i s t r i b u t i o n between the d i f f e r e n t age and socio-economic groups, implemented by 
sound p o l i c i e s f o r food production and u t i l i z a t i o n through adequate processing 
and marketing machinery. I hope t h a t the development of FAO's I n d i c a t i v e World 
Plan may shed more l i g h t on t h i s problem.-

Therefore I welcome the P r o t e i n Advisory Group's view t h a t "a more complete 
r e p o r t of country a c t i v i t i e s r e l a t i n g t o p r o t e i n p r o d u c t i o n , d i s t r i b u t i o n and 
consumption be prepared i n another two years". I consider t h a t the views o f 
Member nations on t h i s proposal should be obtained at the c u r r e n t session of the 
General Assembly. I suggest t h a t FAO, WHO and UWICEF, w i t h the advice of the 
P r o t e i n Advisory Group and the assistance of i t s s e c r e t a r i a t , are the agencies 
best s u i t e d t o draw conclusions from those more complete r e p o r t s and t o o r i e n t 
the conclusions t o a c t i v e programmes. Such programmes would have t o be supported 
by resources provided i n the f i r s t instance by the c o u n t r i e s themselves b u t more 
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help i s needed from the United Nations system of o r g a n i z a t i o n s . I welcome^ also, 
the statement i n the r e p o r t t h a t b i l a t e r a l p r o j e c t s should he used towards 
s o l v i n g the p r o t e i n problem. The P r o t e i n Advisory Group should serve as .a f o c a l 
p o i n t f o r concerted a c t i o n . 

A c a t a l y t i c e f f o r t at the i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l i s c a l l e d f o r by the r e p o r t . 
I b e l i e v e t h a t the expression "United Nations" used i n t h i s recommendation r e f e r s 
to the Unlived Nations system and not merely t o the United Nations S e c r e t a r i a t . 
As you know^ at the i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l the major e f f o r t f o r s t i m u l a t i n g 
production and d i s t r i b u t i o n of p r o t e i n foods i s the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of FAO i n 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h a few other'agencies concerned, and the i n i t i a t i v e f o r any 
" c a t a l y t i c e f f o r t " t o have r e a l impact must come from the members of the United 
Nations system p r i n c i p a l l y concerned w i t h the t o t a l e f f o r t . I would, t h e r e f o r e , 
suggest t h a t the expression "United Nations" wherever' i t occurs i n these 
recommendations be s u b s t i t u t e d by the expression "United Nations system". With 
regard t o the modest funds c a l l e d f o r i n the recommendations and considering the 
very large measures proposed by ACST i n i t s o r i g i n a l document, together w i t h the 
increased f i n a n c i a l support t o the United Nations system urged by the P r o t e i n 
Advisory Group I i n s i s t that a major f i n a n c i a l e f f o r t on the part of the United 
Nations f a m i l y , as w e l l as by Governments, i s necessary f o r any s u b s t a n t i a l 
progress i n t h i s f i e l d . 

The r e p o r t suggests t h a t i n d u s t r y i n the developed countries be c a l l e d upon 
t o d i r e c t an increasing p o r t i o n of i t s concern t o the p r o t e i n problem of -̂ he 
developing c o u n t r i e s . I am happy t o r e p o r t t h a t I have taken steps t o have t h i s 
matter discussed w i t h i n the framework of the PAO/lndustry Co-operative Programme. 

I agree w i t h the PAG t h a t f i r s t p r i o r i t y must be given t o the supply of 
p r o t e i n s from conventional foods; t h i s i s already r e f l e c t e d i n the FAO programme 
of work. I also agree,, however, that i n the not too d i s t a n t f u t u r e unconventional 
p r o t e i n sources are l i k e l y t o become of considerable importance. The a c t i v i t i e s 
of FAO, WHO and UNICEF, w i t h the advice of the P r o t e i n Advisory Group, have 
demonstrated the f e a s i b i l i t y of using.those sources. However, more study i s 
needed before such foods can be developed, marketed and consumed t o best 
advantage. Therefore t h i s aspect of the work of the PAG and i t s three supporting 
agencies should be strengthened. 



E/4592/Add.4-
English 
Page h 

I also concur w i t h the PAG i n i t s endorsement of the t a r g e t s and p r i o r i t i e s 
proposed by the Advisory Committee on Science and Technology i n i t s o r i g i n a l 
r e p o r t b ut would l i k e t o emphasize the f o l l o w i n g as of p a r t i c u l a r importance. 
Work on h i g h - y i e l d i n g v a r i e t i e s of cereals and legumes, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n respect 
of the q u a l i t y and q u a n t i t y of t h e i r p r o t e i n content;, i s so important t h a t I have 
made i t a p r i o r i t y p r o j e c t w i t h i n the FAO programme of work. The study of 
a c c e p t a b i l i t y and marketing aspects o f p r o t e i n r i c h foods, e s p e c i a l l y those 
derived from o i l s e e d s , has so f a r been promising but f u t u r e a c t i o n needs t o be 
strengthened and expanded. The p r o t e i n Advisory Group i s s e t t i n g up a working 
group on foods derived frcra s i n g l e - c e l l p r o t e i n s i n order t h a t c o u n t r i e s may be 
pr o p e r l y advised on the problems involved i n the production and use of such 
products. Proteins may be s u b s t a n t i a l l y improved i n n u t r i t i v e value by 
f o r t i f - i c a t i o n w i t h amino acids but the value of such f o r t i f i c a t i o n on d i e t s as 
eaten by needy groups i n developing c o u n t r i e s remains i n doubt. Therefore the new 
working group of the PAG on amino aci d f o r t i f i c a t i o n must receive f u l l support 
i n i t s a c t i v i t i e s . Regional centres f o r research and'development i n the f i e l d of 
protein-food production are already i n existence i n Asia, the Caribbean and 
Cen t r a l America. Some have j u s t begun t h e i r work but the work of others has 
already-proved so successful t h a t I f e e l t h a t c o n s i d e r a t i o n should be given t o 
the establishment of s i m i l a r centres i n the Near East and A f r i c a . 

I would l i k e t o lay most p a r t i c u l a r emphasis on the wastage i n p r o t e i n food­
s t u f f s , be they f i s h , f l e s h or vegetables, which occurs between the harvest and the 
consumer i n a l l developing countries. Both the Secretary-General's report and the 
coiEiiients on i t by,the PAG have stressed the, need for i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y action i n 
t h i s f i e l d of a c t i o n which I c a l l "the War Against Waste" i n FAQ's prograir iLe of 
work, and which i s one of my highest p r i o r i t i e s i n wur f u t u r e a c t i v i t i e s . 

The P r o t e i n Advisory Group c a l l s a t t e n t i o n t o the f a c t t h a t the present r a t e 
of p o p u l a t i o n growth r e q u i r e s an increase i n protein-fo,od production beyond the 
present achievements of many c o u n t r i e s . I agree w i t h the P r o t e i n Advisory Group 
t h a t the problem of p r o t e i n supplies cannot be separated from those of f a m i l y 
size and I consider t h a t education i n t h i s matter of f a m i l y s i z e i n r e l a t i o n t o 
the a v a i l a b i l i t y of f a m i l y resources should be a p a r t of i n t e r n a t i o n a l agency 
programmes. 

/... 
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I fuLLy agree w i t h the P r o t e i n Advisory Group's concern t h a t c o l l a b o r a t i o n 
at n a t i o n a l Level i s necessary between government departments, s c i e n t i s t s and 
businessmen i n solving food supply problems i n general and i n closing the protein 
gap i n p a r t i c u l a r . ,1 hope Member nations w i l l consider the establishment of 
n a t i o n a l advisory bodies of such an i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y nature. 

To r e v e r t f o r a moment t o the Secretary-General's r e p o r t where i t c a l l s f o r 
the widespread and continuous dissemination of i n f o r m a t i o n i n the p r o t e i n f i e l d , 
I would p o i n t out t h a t FAO, WHO and UNICEF are already a c t i v e l y engaged i n such 
work and have every i n t e n t i o n of supporting the P r o t e i n Advisory Group and i t s 
s e c r e t a r i a t i n making condensed and up-to-date i n f o r m a t i o n a v a i l a b l e i n the f i e l d 
of non-conventional p r o t e i n foods. I t i s my f e e l i n g t h a t the reorganized P r o t e i n 
Advisory Group and i t s s e c r e t a r i a t should be used as the c o n t i n u i n g instrument for 
the dissemination of our increasing knowledge of the p r o t e i n problem. 

I n the same context, the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n and r e t r i e v a l of basic i n f o r m a t i o n 
concerning p r o t e i n n u t r i t i o n should be covered by the f a c i l i t i e s provided by the 
documentation centres already provided by FAO and WHO. 

I t r u s t t h a t these comments may be u s e f u l t o you and t o the d e l i b e r a t i o n s 
of ECOSOC and the General Assembly. 


