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Letter dated 7 Dec~~nber 1954 add~ssed b;Z the
Chairman of the COl1cU.iation Commission totbe
~~EreG~~~;es ~ErSLE~t" Ir~.9.J~2.!dan:--~n,

Saudi Arabia.:., S;iTia and Yemen

Sir,

I l~ve the honour to inform you that the representative of Israel has

transmitted to the Conciliation Commisston for Pale stine the text of an

announcement made by the Government of Israel on 16 November 1954 relating

to the procedures to be fol101'red by persons vrishlng to apply for the release

of absentee or refugee accounts held in banks in Israel, as well as for article s

deposited for safe custody and the contents of safe deposit lockers.

The text of the announcerrent is enclosed here1'1'ith, together ,vith a lettel'

addressed by the Commission to the representative of Israel, and the

Conciliation Commission would be grateful if ;)'OU Hould tramJmit it to your

Government for its information.

Please accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Adil :cerinsll

Chairman

United Nations Conciliation Commission

for Pale stine
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~ lie I,OSUHE 1

November 16th, 1951~

ANI~OUNCEMENT BY Tlm: GOVEHNMENT OF ISRAEL

On 27 September the. Government of Israel announced its intention and on

3 November elaborated its decision to proceed with the release to absentee or

refugee owners of the outstanding balance of their accounts with banks in Israel,

together with articles deposited for (jaf~ custody and the contents of safe

deposi t lockers. The Governncent of' Ierae1 have j since been in a position to

consider practical proposals as to the measures for implementing their decision

and they are now able to announce that the releaf.'Je procedure will be as follo~·;s;

All account holders who have already been receiving releases at the monthly

ratE: of 50 pounds sterling and up to a ma~cimum of 500 pounds sterling, will

sh<,::,tly receive a letter, addressed to them at the address given on their previous

ap:;;lication form, enclosing a simple form of request for the release and transfer

of the remaining balance held in their name. This form, .,hen completed, should

be sUbmitted, either directly by the applicant or through anlf local organization

he may select, to the nearest branch of Barclays Bank D.C .0. or of the Ottoman

Bank or the London office of these tHO banIcs or through the nearest UNRVJA office.

Account holders who have not so far submitted applications or ,.,hose

applications VIere not eligible under the previous release scheme will be

required to make an application in the IT'anner specified above on special forms

which should be available Within two weeks at branches of Barclays B~nk D.C.O. and

the Ottoman Bank and at Ul'JRWA offices b;t the countries bordering Israel.

Application forms will be ava:Lla'ble at the London offices of the two banks. The

Government of Israel VIill ensure that applications ure dealt with as expeditiously

as possible and certainly within 14 Harking days of receipt.

All amounts deducted under the H/;I; Compulsory Loan and all amounts ~"hich

have been transferred to the Custodian of Absentee PrclJerty in respect of "

balnnct:s of accounts exceocUnr:; 500 poundrJ sterling, \4:i,1l be refunded and included

in tl:e final release.

The transfer of the amount released will be made in sterling, at the rate

of one Israel Pound equals one pound s~erling, in one payment.
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Ar~)lic:lntG requiring tl1e relec:se of articles deposited for safe cUE;~~ody or

the eonkrlts of safe deposlt loclcers vill also be required to complete a special

application form. After verification by the bank and approval of the application

by the Governn:ent of Israel the articles can be released in one of the following

(8) to the depositor himself on personal application;

(b) to the repr.esentRtive of the depositor on production of an adequate letter'

of authority;

(c) by posting the articles eitter to a bank nOI~inated by the applicant or to the

applicant himself on his '·lritten application} Gubject} of course, in all cases to

compliance "ri th the no1'11'111 customs regulations in force at the tiTre, but not to

any Currency or Exchanse Control reGulations "rhieh for this purpose ",rill not be

apIJlied in respect of any article released by the Israel Custodian of Absentee

Pr01a:::rty.

If, jn terms of (a), the depositor \·ris1'1es to wake. personal application the

Governrr:ent of Israel is prepared to facilitate this by providing an eacort and

transport if nece ssary for the depositor and his property.

The Governn:ent of Israel reserves its rig11t to rei'use entry to any person

at its sole discretion.
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ENCLOSUIE 2

7 Iecember 1954

Sir,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your' letter of 30 November

195~·1 transmUting the text of the Israel Governrr.ent I s announcement of

16 November 1 in reply to the Commission I s request for clarification made to you

at its meeting of 25 November.

In the light of your notification of 30 November J it is nO''' the Commission I s

understanding that the announcement of 16 November comprehends the extent of the

agreerrent betHeen Israel and the banks concerned relating to release procedures

and the Commission is, accordingly, transmitting the text of the announcerrent 1

together with a copy of the present letter, to the representatives of the Arab

Governments for their information. The Commission understands that the

United Nations Relief and Vlorks Agency and the United Nations Truce Supervision

Organization are willing to furnish their co-operation to the sarre extent as

previously, as is the Corr~ission.

Please accept, Sir) the assurances of my highest consideration.

(Signed) Adil mrinsu

Chairman

United Nations Conciliation Commission

f or Pale stine

Mr. Mordecai F. Kidron

Deputy Permanent Representative of Israel
to the United Nations

Delegation of Israel

11 East 70th Street

Nei-l York, N.Y.




