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MINUTES OF THE FIVE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-FIRST (OPENING) MEETING

held on Monday, 14 February 1972, at 12.05 p.m.

OPENING OF THE SESSION

The ACTING CHAIRMAN declared open the twenty-fourth session of the-----
Commission on the Status of Women.

'ELECTION OF OFFICERS (iteml of the provisional agenda)

~Stevenson (Liberia) was elected ChairmanbyacclamatioIl and toaR the

Chair.,

The CHAIRMAN said that the Commission hadwo;ked tirelessly during the

past 25 years to advance the status of women throug~out the world, and the extent

of its contribution to world peace and the promotion of human dignity could best

be measur~d by the number of instruments which the United Nations had adopted

during that period on the Commission's recommendation.

Whereas, at the time of the founding of the United Nations in 1945, only about

one half of the sovereign nations of the 'world had granted political rights to

women, the number of such nations had now risen to 123. However, there were still

considerable discrepancies between law and fact, since the establishment of legal

norms had not everywhere been matched by implementation. ,The Commission could not

afford to rest on its laurels; on the contrary, the time had come to.concentrate

on practical long-term measures aimed at enhancing the status of women thr~~ghout

the world.

In a world where nations were becoming increasingly interdependent, there

was a growina awareness of the vital role which women had to play in national,

regional and international affairs. 't-Tomenwere being increasingly called upon to,

avail themselves of opportunities to develop their potential so as to participate

in all spheres of human activity, and both men and wome~had to learn to adapt

themselves to their changing roles in society. The Second United NatioIls

Development Decade offered an excellent opportunity toeliminate'discriminatbry

practices. which prevented women from exercising the right to 'Vote. Aconcerted
#:

international effort was needed to mobilize public opinion in support of the

policies and objectives of the Decade.

/ ...~
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In conclusion, she hoped that the work done at the current session would help
I

to determine the best course of action to ensure the full participation of women

in all spheres of national development.

Mrs. Kolst~d (~orway) w~sel~c~ed First Vice-Chairman by 'acclamation.

Mrs. Shahani (Philippines) was elected Second Vice-~a.irmanby acclama~ion.

Mrs. Andrei (Romania). was elected Third Vice-Chairman by acclamation.

Miss Sanch~z-Torres (Colombia) was elected Rap~orteur ~y acclama.tion.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (item 2 of the provisionalagehda) (E/CN.6/547)
,

Mrs•. BRUCE(Represent'ative of' the Secretary-General) said that in

preparing the provi~ional agenda (E/CN.6/547), the Secretariat ~ad followed the

gro,?,pi"ng adopted in the programme of work establIshed at the twenty'-third session.

There was some overlapping between items 3 (Interna.tional instruments ,and national

standards relating to the status of women), 4 (Programme of work and establishment

of priorities. Control and limitation of documentation) and 5 (Programme of
.'

concerted international action to promote the advancement of women and to increase

their contribution to the development of their countries), but it would still be

possible to discuss those items separately. Under Economic and Social Council

resolutions 76 (v) and 304 I (XI) ~ the Secretary"nGeneral was required to compile

and distribute to members of the Commission, before each session, a

non-con#denti'al list of communications dealing with the principles relating to the

promotion of women's rights in the political~ eco;1omic, civic, social and
"

educational fields, and to compile a confidential list containing a brief

ind~cation of the substance of other communications concerning the status of women,

to be furnished to members of the Commission in private meeting. The first of

those lists had already been circulated in dc~ument E/CN.6/CR.23~ The Secretariat

haddecided),!not to Lnc'Lude the question of communications concerning the status of

WO,menin the provisional agenda as a separate item, and she suggested that tl1e

question might be taken up under item 4 of the provisional agenda.

Mrs. NIKOLAEVA. (Union of Soviet Socialist Republic s) proposed that, in

view of its importance, subitem (c) of item 3 of the provisional agenda~ entitled

"EquaLpay for equal work", should,be discussed separately and that item 8

/ ...
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~.

(Youth and huma~ rights) should be deleted, since it related to c. probJemtllat
. . .

did not fall within the Commission's competence. She also pointed out t.l1a.t the

title of item 6 (Role of women in community, national or international life) Lure

very little re1ation,to the substallce of. the two .subitems (a) status of women in

Trust and No~-Se1f-GoverningTerritories; (b) Protection· of women and children in

emergency and armed conflict in the struggle for peace,' self-determination,

national liberation and i:p,dependence, to be discussed under that het:l.ding•.

Mrs~BRUCE (Repre~entative of the-Secretary-General) drew the

Commission's attention to paragraphs 1...3 of the note by i?he Secreta.~y~General

entit~ed "Youth and human rights" (E/CN.6/549), whichdescrii?edthe st"age reached

in the consideration of the question covered by i~em a'and its referral to the

Commission by the Commission on Human Rights.

Mrs. TILNEY (United Kingd~m) supported the proposal for the deletion Of

item 8 and suggested th\':l.t, in vi~w. of the importance of the questioIlof the,role

of women in the family, item 7 (The ro'Le of women in the family ) should be placed

after item 40f the provisional agenda.

Mrs. Z..I!EFFERER de'GOYENECHE (Argentina) emphasized'the fundamental

relationship between the question of the education of youth and .thestatuso:f'

women and suggested that the Commission should reflect very carefully before

deciding to delete item 8.

Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt) agreed with the 'USSR representative that there 'Was
, .

little relationship between the title and content of item 6 of the proyisiona1

agenda, and suggested that the difficulty could be resolved by treating the two

subitems of item 6 as separate items.

Mrs. KOONTZ (United States of America), 'Mrs. NOOR (Indonesia.), Mrs. BOKOR

(Hungary) and Mrs. OBA (Japan) supported the proposal to delete ~tem '8 of the-- -~

provisional agenda.

Mrs. MARTEde BARRIOS (Dominican Republic) said that her dele~"ation

attached great importance to the, queatii.on of youth and humanrigb.ts al'!dhad; been./. /

the only d.e1egation to vote against postponement of the discussion o:f'that item at '

\
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the last session. While it might be possible t? postpone consideration of the

item pending the receipt of further information~ she urged. that it should not

be deleted.

Mrs. CHATER (Tunisia.) supported the proposal by the USSR :representative

that su,bitem' (,0::) of item 3 of the provisional agenda should be considered

separately., and the proposal of the Egyptian representative that the two subitems

,of item 6 should·qonstitute separate items of the agenda. She thought, however,

that item 8 might well prove very useful and that it would be better not to delete

it at the present, time.

-:-14--E!CN.6/Min.57l

M1's. NIKOLAEVA (UnioIl of Soviet Socialist Republics) opposed the United

Kingdom·rep:r;-esentative's proposal to change' the position of item 7 of the

provisional agenda. She wished, however, to support the Egyptian representative's

proposal that the two subitems of item 6 should be aealt with as separ.ate items.

Mrs•. HUE~EIN (Egypt) said that she too would prefer to leave t.he items'

in the order suggested by the Secretariat, although on balance she was in favour

of deleting item 8 of the provisional agenda. ,I All the items were of considerable

importance and, l:l. time~Ttaple of meeting::;; should be drawn up to ensure that they were

all given due consideration.
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MINUTES OF THE FIVE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-SECOND MEETING

held on Monday, 14 February 1972, at 3.20 p.m.

,ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (item 2 of the provisional agenda) (concluded) (E/CN.6/547)

The CHAIRMAN recalled that the following modifications of the

provisional agenda had been proposed: that subitem (c) (Equal pay for equal work)'

of item 3 should be discussed separately; that" item 7 (The role of women in the.
family) should be placed after item 4; that each of the sUbi-tems of item 6

«a) Status of women in Trust and Non-Self-Governing·Territories; (b) Protection

of 'women and children in emergency and armed conflict in the struggle tor peace,"
self-determination, national liberation and independence) should constitute· a.
separ-ate item in the agenda; and that-" item 8 (Youth and human~ights) should

be deleted.

:l

~~
I
1
)

1
!
'I
J

Mrs. SHAHANI (Philippines) said she supported the propos~l that item 7
, of the provisional agenda should become agenda item 5. ). .

Miss CHATON (France) asked what documents were available to the

Commission for its consideration of item 6 of the provisional agenda, particularly

subitem (a); no item could be examined in the absence of the nc:cessary documents.

Mrs. BRUCE (Representative of' the Secretary-General) said that a report

had been prepared by the Secretary-General on the status of women in Trust and

Non-Self-Governing Territories (E/CN.6/560), the subject of item 6 (a) of the

provisional agenda, but that report would not be distributed before tIle beginning

of the following week; the report on item 6 (b) (E/CN.6/56l) had so far been

distributed in ,English only, but would be available in the other working languages

very shortly.

The C~;I:RMAN invited the Commission to vote on each proposal separately.

The proposal by the Un~:)n of Soviet Socialist Republics that ~ubi.tem (c)

of item 3 of thC:J?r<?yi~5:ma~ agc:nda should be discussed separately wa.s adopted

by 18 votes to none, with 5 abstentions:

1_0.- e.
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. ~,Socialist Republics that item 8 should
--:-r"'-,--. .--., ,~.

with 3 abstentions.

The proposal ?y the United Kingdom that item 7 of the provisional agenda
l' .

.should be 'placed after item 4, the following items being renumbered accordingly,
,'C' :'" ---.' . .••. ...

was adopted by '16 votes to 4.~. with 3 abstentioris.

Thep'ropo~alby Egy;>t tqat subitems (a) and..JEl_9f item 6 of the provisional

agenda should be considered as separate items of t~e agenda was adopted by

~OV"otes to 39,~th 11 abstentions.

The proposal by the Union of Soviet
/" " , , " '

be ;delet~_d_w_~s .ad_op_t_e~_b_yJ_5_~<?:t~s ':_t_o_7=-z-'.-,;;.:=-.:.:~:::.-:~ ~

The provisional a~enda (E/CN.6/547L as amended, was adopted.

,The CHAIRMAN drew the, Commission's attention to the second paragraph of

the ,.armotationsto' item 2 of the provisional agenda (see E/CN. 6/547, p .. 3)
.:.•.:' :.1

concerp.iIlgthe ';replacemer;rl? of summary records by shorter minutes. She invited

theC<;>mD1:is.sionto deci.de what type of records should be prepared for the current

session. ,..

;Mrs .BRUCE, (Representative of, the Secretary-General) said that three

sorts,fOr documents were usedCfor recording the discussions of a body ~ minutes

..,proper -a ve'ry' brief summary of the debate issued in English only; minutes in

the 'form of shorter summary records and, lastlY,' full summary records. ':rhe, last

two types of record 0ereissued in provisional·form in the three working
':.:-..: '-:', ",

'languages. and delegations were given a certain time in which to submit corrections.

IIi'vi.ewo:tthe'reco!IlID.enda.tions of the Econoniic a.nd Social Council ,on the control

ana"l:i.m:i.tation of ~d()cumentation, the Secret,ary-General asked the Comm.ission to

keep its requests fol' fu.ll summary records to the minimum.

Mrs, KOONTZ (United States 'of America) asked whether the members of,the
"

, '. Commission could obtain a record of the discussions in another form.-..
Mrs, BRUCE (Reprepentative of the Secretary-General)' said that a sound,

,rec9rdingwas made of the proceedings and arrangements could be made for members

to listen to it,

,Mrs. MOHAMIvlED (migeria) asked whether a transcription of the sound

recordi~gcouldbe distributed'to members of"the Commission.
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Mrs. BRUCE (Representative of the Secretary-General) said she regretted

that that was not possible.

Mrs.SIPILA (Finland), supported by Mrs. NOOR (Indonesia), proposed that

minutes (shorter sunimary' records) should be prepared for all agenda items.

The CHAIRMAN said that, in the absence of any obje~tions, she would

assume that that proposal was adopted.

It was so decided.

. The meeting rose at 4.05 p.m.

i
I
1 •



MINUTES OF THE FIVE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-THIRD J1EETING

E/CN.6/Min.573-19··

held on Tuesday, 15 February 1972, at 10.45 a.m.

INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS AND NATIONAL STANDARDS RELATING TO THE STATUS OF WOMEN
(agenda item 3) (E/CN.6/L.599, E/CN.6/NGO/238):

(a) IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE ELIMINATION OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST
WOMEN (E/CN.6/548 and Add.l, E/CN.6/551, E/CN.6/NGO/233, E/CN.6/NGO/237)

(b) POLITICAL R'IGHTS OF WOMEN (A/8132 and Add.l, A/8481 and Corr.l,
E/CN.6/NGO/234)

Mrs. BRUCE, (Representative of the Secretary-General), introducing the

que~tion of theimplem~ntationof the Declaration on the Elimination of

Discrimination against Women (General Assembly resolution 2263 (XXII) of

7 Nov~mber 1967), the subject of subitem (a) ,drew the 'Commis'sion's attention to

the report' of the Secretary-General (E/CN.6/548 and Add.l). The addendum

(E/CN.6/548/Add.l) was concerned with theunm~rriedmotherand coUld perhaps be

considered in connexionwith subitem, (a) (Status of the unmarried mother) of
I .• ..

agenda item 5. Unlilt.e previous reports, the report now under consideration

summarized the information contained in,the replies from Governments, speci'alized

agencies and non~governmental organizations under different headings, inst'ead of

reproducing them infuJ.;I.. ,One of' the questions the Commission wouldh~veto

decide was whether, in future, such reports should, qeal\.ri.th the implementation of

all the rights covered by the Declaration, or whether, as suggested in
, '

paragraph 28 of the note by the Secretary-General on the review of the programme of

work and establishment of priorities (E/CN.6/565), they should'be staggered, so

that at one session civil and political rights would be dealt with and , at.the

following session, economic, social and cultural rights. Both series of reports'.' . ."

could, 'as at present, deal with general, measures t~en to complywi.t;hthe· principles

of the, Declaration and with 'the publicity given,to it. A similar system had been

adopted for the Secretary-General' s periodic reports on human'rights , which wo~icl

now follow a six-year cycle, beginning in 1971. The' summary ofiriformation in

periodic reports on ,human rights prepared by the Secretary-General, relating to the

sta~us of women, which was now before the Commission (E/CN.6/551), had been issued

in response to the C'ommission'srequest at its twenty..;.third session.,



Secretary-General to invite Governments to provide fuller ,information, including

statistical data, and the reports now before the Committee were the first to appear

since' that request. Some but not all Governments had responded. A number of

suggestions concerning the future organization of the reports relating to political

rights of womenwer~,containedin paragraphs 42-44 of the note by the Secretary­

General on the review of the programme of work and establishment of priorities.

Introducing Elubitem Cb) ,~he drew the, Commis sion is 1;;;;Gention to the reports

of the Secretary-General on the political rights of women submitted to the General
, , "

Assembly at its twenty-fifth session' (A/8l32 and Add.l) and. at its twentYl"'sixth

sessdon (A/848l and Corr.l), which had been prepared i'~l accordance with Economic

and Social Council reElolution 1132 (XLI) of 26 July 1966, entitled "Political

rights of women". In its resolution 1 (XXII),l/ the Commission had requested the

;if E/CN.6/Min. 573
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, Mrs., SIPnA (Finland) welcomed the fact that the report of the

the implementation of the Declaration contained a separate
, '

given to the Declaration (see E/CN.6/548, chap. I) and

Secretary-qeneral on

section on publicity/) , .. .

expressed the hope that that ~ractice would be continued. If the Declaration was '.'

.. '

Finnish.
~", ~.

not torem,aina dead letter, it was vital that it should be given the maximum ,

publicity. It shoUld be translated into the various national languages and the

gen~ral pUblic should be informedof,the 'exten~ to which each article was applied
, ,

in law and in·.practice, so that an i4ea could be gained of international

• "standards. She mentioned the fact that the, Declaration had been '-translated into

.
: ~.

. It .was particu~ar~y eS$ential that all those involved in the decision-making

'proces.s at the .national ~d ,regiona.l levels should be made fUlly aware of the

Declaration's.import~nce. She knew from her own experience as special I'apporteur

OIl family planning tnat the j:p.port&,nee of family p.Lanndng, which was a new concept

~6 an official lTnited. N.ations ~olie,., was 'f~r mor-e widely accepted than that.of .
'" . ,I •

,th~ stat¥sof women, which 'Ss a concept dated 'back to the Charter itself . The
, .• t.. . ... '0-... : \. ~

intevnational .community must be convinced that the Commission's work was ,an

integral part of United Nations efforts to promote economic and social progress.

'XC) tha1i end, the Commission must 'in particular enlist the co..,operation of

non-governmental organizations, the regional economic commissions and the UNDP

-'\

.l'/

"W'

1/ Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Forty-sixth Session,
document E/4b19, chap. XVI. . ~------,.-

. a-..a_.!!iM!4!!l!!-.d!l!'!"!'!"!'.!"'!~~~!!I""'!'!"!"!lf.~~~'~'B!§~",",!llJ..
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official bodies.

In conclusion, she referred ~ith sat;isfaction to t,h~, setti~gup in. Egypt of

a national commissi~n on the status of women;~~r.,(t'-cto th.e :l;'ecent;:9-GcisioIl to

establish an intero:;-Arabcommission on women.
I,,' ',.'

Mrs. AGUAYO (Chile) said that an attempt was riow being :mad~ in her

. count.ry, under a democratically elected, GoverrmJ.~nt" to transform society arid to

give it a Ilewsocit~liststructure. C;hilehad achieved its political i~d~pendence

over 150 years ago/and was now engaged i.n'a struggle for its economic

independence. In that struggle, it needed the support,'()f the' international

community in order to combat the internal and'external forces·tbatwere attempting

to distort its image.

/ o· 00

'.
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~ Chile thus attached great importance to the role of the United Nations in
1, furthering independence and freedom from exploitation for all the peoples of the

worlg. Since, in all developing countries, Chile included, women had always

been doubly exploited, particular stre~s was being laid on improving their status.

It was a inyth to speak of the Chilean woman. The women of the upper bop,rg~oisie

enjoyed great privileges, but the majority of women in Chile remained subject to

men and lived in vary'ing degr-ees of poverty and servitude. It was the aim of the

Chilean ~evolution to create a new ~~g~ of· woman as wife and mother, emphasizing

her active participation in the .creatioJ:.l.of a new ·society. '"A. numbe:r of practical

steps had already been taken to improve the status 'of Chilean women and the

possibilit;y- of setting up a special ministry for the family was under consideration.

Chile was fully aware of the difficulties facing it and of the fact that it

, could not wage its struggle alone.. ~he countri~s of the world would have to. .
co-opera~e with each other. oz: t.hey would in the end destroy themselves. Throughout

the centuries, there had been many. different kinds of societies but the law of

the jungle had. always prevailed.. Today , through science and technology, man was
,:

beginning to learn to control the blind forces of nature ~ and the Chilean nation

was placingi~s:faith in the triumph of reason over force. The present ~ime was

a time of violence but also a time of hope, 'a time of hope for the developing,

:"'C:ountri.e~ and a :tim; of hope for women, with men and women working toge·ther to

makeS. -oetter wo.rld for their children. The Commission on the" Status of Women
, /.

J:1~?- an impbl.>tantpart to play in that task.

~,

. ,;

';i, /1

"MissGELBER(Canada), ,after apolog!zing for the fact that. her Government I,S

replieshad"beensllbmitt~dtoo la.te for inclusion in the Secretary-Generalfs

~-r~~ort 'on~he implementatiorcof the Declaration, said thatthE7broad principles
, .", -r7:" , iJ..'0, '" . ',_, -" _ .- '

of the Decla.ration ha:<l fOI'Jlled the ,sub,jeGt of 'detail~dstudyby a Royal 'Commission
.•....•.,,0\' .. ., . '.'~ \" "< . ..' ,. '.' . .' . . .' .: -c-, •. <: .' " . '
setup~n 196'7;;'i;heCana4ian i}()vernm~nt'had 'spentcalmost .$2 ..'million. on the .Royal

GpIiJJlli.ssi7on'.'s:\'1'Orka.rid·in'December 1970 had' d.~}ignated.a Minister of the Crown 1

. ::,,: -,~. r-. "'-,_::':'.',:'.'-~':-"'" '. :.'~ .' _ ,. -""'.0~' " •. ":. . ' _..': ,,', ",', ' ' ''', " ,',', ",,~":i; ," ,", ", " , "'," , " <

't6'<d,eal· with i1fsrecommeridations, which numbeI'ed over 160 • She then reviewed

:~t:he·e~ten~iVelegisl~~iveact:i.on.l~aken~t both the!'ederal: and the provincial ,
, """:,'---:"0- "o. ':, ,',',,-." ,;'. "-,.-.-,, ",.' ",,"', ,,", '.':, """~",,,,: ~)' -- "",' '-'"-'-------'-;.';'.

·.1.7Y:l~nC9JI1~~J~nc~>with the!' ~9Y~lCq 0 ,f .~ f1iop' srecoIIlIJleIidationsconcer~ing.'. the

~c-oh?,1i1J.c,(a.nd fl(,cia1rights"Of' wome~,~) A's regards political
. :.

.,
l'
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provinces of Canada which until recently had prohibited wumen from sitting on

juries had now removed that restriction from their statute books. Lastly; it was

worthy of note that both the Government and the main opposition party in Canada

now included women's rights in their political programmes.

Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that as the

repo!t of the Secretary-General on the study of provisions in existing conventions

that relate to the status of women (E/CN.6/552) had not 'Y'et been distributed in

Russian, she would be ,unable to take it into consideration in her remarks.

All the provisions of the Declaration were fully implemented in the Soviet
,

Union. The large proportion of women among members of the Supreme Soviets of the

USSR and of the Union and Autonomous Republics and among members of Soviets of

Working People's Deputies, as well as the large number of women judges and
,

magistrates, bore witness to the high degree of democracy achieved in the USSR and

to the genuinely equal status of women in a socialist. society. Th~ ninth

five-year :plan adopted in 1971, whose objective was to ensure a considerable rise

in the country"s materia1'and cultural level thro\1gh ,the rapid expansion 'and

increased efficiency of prod\lction, through .sci~ntific and technical progress' and

through higher labour productivity, would inevitably involve are<iistributfon of
, ' '

,female, labour between different branches and types of activity. Women would ,be

increasingly employed in highly 'mechanized and automated industries such as radio

engineering and instrument-making, While the occupatioI!-s in which'they were. '

employed as ancillary labour wOuld'be progressively mechanized.' The substantial

increase in the production of 'food, textilesandcon~umergoods would mean. that

new technology wouldbech~nnelledinto those industries , so that wom.en, "Who'
, ,

represented a high proportion of the labour force employed in>them,'Wo'U1d~njoy

greatly improved conditions of work. T~efi:ve':'yearplan, :;'!3-lsq proV;~d~dfor'W~ge

incl'easesfo~90million:workers and employeess mo~ethanhaifOfwboJ1lwer~wbtneIl~ ~
\ '.. .. • ." - .. .. .. • ._ _, ',> ',' -, -.. '.. :", ,... ; ~ ,', '. '.' '. .. - ... ' .. c..

'~nd for increaseddisabflity'pensio~sandother",benefits.WoIllen"wO~d.S:p~~ci.aflY~':'
/) - - _, ' ' .: ' c.".. ," , ."',: ',""-" .. -, ,'. '. _",,'.:,."-,',' :,":"',:,

benei'it froIllsala,ryincre'iisesfbr doctors, teachers and, otl1er educ,E!.ti,'ona1work~rs;
,'. "-;"".,. '..', .. ' " ,',

'Welfarepe:r~~~)nnei."~h(Wa.s~~stantl?,,etc.

,:After reyiewingo:theraspectl? ofth~ five-year plim whi~h were' of ,particular'
.~,_)', ,'- ',.' , ",' '" ' ,.C, • ,.' , , ' ".' ,.'; , • ." :'-.",' •

relev~ce.towomen"she observed ,that while ';the
" ' " " "", ,: ,', ,,'
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Mrs.0BA(Japan) said··that her' Government had decided to undertake a

,1arge--scalena1lionalinvestigatJ:ioninto the status of 'women in community life, in

the 'home- amiiri employment •. Almost all the principles set forth in the
. ,( " 1,

Declaration were already secured:byJapane~enational laws , but maJ:lycpr~blems still

~,a.d.t()be.\overc()mebefpre tho.se laws could be fully implemented. .The nation-wide
>,01 _~J-: "1\ f

ihv~s~*'gati.ofl instituted by the Japane~e Govermnent 'Would. take) the form of~tudies

by groups ,of experts in v.arious fields 'and bY'no:n~governmentalorganizations,
~ o ...,.\' . - • . - ',' - - .

SUPc:Pi:>~'ted\'by'na.tiona~ S,"*,:veys, including puplicopinion polls. She hoped to be
,c' -t-:' ',' : '.'.' , :".- ,"'" -'-,

abl~1;~,sublni.tp~rtialresults of the investigation at th,e Commission's
~. .. >'c ", ~,,':-': .,: - ~ ::.", - '-.-'

t~efltY'",t$fth,se$sij:>n.' ....

was undeniably towards a more active participation of women in national life, in

certain countries , especially those of the capitalist West, there was st'ill

regrettable evidence o~ forms of discrimination. which ~ere preventing women from

occupying their proper place in' labour and society. In some countries, women were

still being denied equality of rights with men not only in the ~conomic and social

fields, but also in the political field. In tha.t connexi.on , she referred to

information contained in ~hc report of the Secretary-General on the politi~~l

rights <;>f ~omen' 'Submitted to the General Assembly at its twenty-sixth soasfon ,

and, in particular ;in 'its table 3 (see A/8481, annex). The Declaration on the

Elimination of Discrimination against Women, which was the most recent and

, comprehensive:inte:rnational instrument in the sp~ere of women's rights, had only

moral but not legal force •. ~he· Convent~on on the Political Rights of Women

(General Assembly resolutJ.on 640--{VII) of 20 De~enLber 1952) provided only for the

right, to vote and to b~.elected. The ILO conventions and recommendations relating

to the status of women were for the mos'tpart insufficiently concrete and up to
,--\ 1

. (date, and they required revision. The Soviet delegation was in favour ,of drawing
0-'

up a legal~y binding internati~nal conventicm on the elimination of discrimination

against women which would cover all aspects of the status of voaen , and intended

to submit a draft resolution to·tbat effect at the current session.
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was a very important feature of the Latin American outlook and represented a serious

source of social conflict, creating widespread insecurity and resentment.. Central
,'\

Am~rica was, if anything, even more afflicted by that outlook than the rest of "~~

the continent ,. since back~.rard attitudes like machismo were often, most deeply rooted

. in under-developed rural areas. ,It was patently impossible to correct that state

,of affairs by isolated action; her .delegation therefore strongly fav,?ured·the'

setting up of a regional centre for Central America and Panama to deal with the

training 6fwomen and their integration in productive life. The centre, which
. ,

would operate for the area asa whole with subcentres in each country " would aim.,

at integrating ~omen in society while respectiIigtheirrole as wives and mothers,;:. , .' ' ".' -."

it would extend training to all women rather than. toa privilegedmiilbrity.,/ellsure{

the implementation of women' s'rights, maintain.perman~ntcontact withsimila.r

centres in other r~gions;aD.d act 'as anon-political and

promoting the wel:f'are of,the populatipn"~s a Whole.

seminars might be expected to yield useful results where their participants

included not only women but, also men occupying key positions in public life. The

principle of'women's equality with men was still ignored to an alarming extent,

even, on occasion, within the United Nations itself; it was difficuit not to feel

some sympathy with ·the younger women in many European countries and the United

states of America who were rebelling against that situation. In that connexion, she

~ described the action taken by various groups of Norwegian women to ensure, by legal

if unconventional means, the election of an unprecedentedly high proportion of

women candidates in the municipal elections held in her country in 1971. While the

over-all percentage of women on municipal councils ,and il~ the Norwegian parliament

was still relatively low, it was to be hoped that such action would compel,the

political parties to take greater account of women candidates and voters in

drawing up their' election programmes ,in the future.

,~~~~~~~~(Costa Rica) said that excessive emphasis on masculinity



~
j
I
!

,
)

1

E/CN.6/Min.574-27-

MINUTES OF THE FIVE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-FOURTH MEETING

INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS AND NATIONAL STANPARDS RELATING TO THE STA'IUS OF WOMEN
(agenda item 3) (continued) (E/CN.6/L.599, E/CN.6/NGO/238):

(a) IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ONTRE ELIMINATION OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST
WOMEN (continued) (E/CN. 6/548 and Add.l, E/cN. 6/551, E/CN. 6/NGO/233,
E/CN.6/NGO/237)

(b) POLITICAL RIGHTS OF WOMEN (continued) (A/8132 and Add.l, A/8481 and Corr.l,
E/CN. 6/NGO/234) .

held on Tuesday, 15 February 1972, at 3.10 p.m.

Mrs. PROEST (Austria) commended the Secretary-General on his report on i
,t.

the implementation of the Declaration. on the Elimination of Discrimination agains't .

Women (E/CN.6/548 and Add.l). She noted witp. concern, however, that only

40 Governments had supp=!-ied information and that that information had not lent
I' • ~

itself to the compa~ative analysis which wOuld'seem i.ndispensable for an over-all

picture of the progress made. Perhaps it would be desirable to give Governments. ,

specific guidelines concerning the information to be supplied in future reports. '

The reports ,might also be, spread at longer intervals, since the DjClaration ,

generally called for changes in legislation and in the'traditional attitudes 01' the,

peoples of the var'Lous countries, and such developments took time. Furthermore, ..

Governments were called upon to submit a large number of reports to various United
f,

Nations bodies and other organizations, a task whichpresented'a problem for

some of them.

The comment in paragraph 90 concerning the right of spouses to iDherit

each other was not quite accurate in the case of Austria, where' one spohseqbU:ld'
. -,", ,,-- ',',." ,--. ", . ". '. :","',',,",-< .

disinherit the other by Will. Anew law was \ however " underdonsideration:;which~as;.'

intended to improve the legal statu:;; ofthesurvi:viIlg·s~bu~e. " ' v .: "

,Mrs. ", KOONTZ (United States of kne~ica'TsaJ.dthat'sbmelegislative"".'••,',," """.',.
progress had been,niadebut that, in 'her view, :itwas-forwomenth~rirs~J.~es';fb';take

action to eliminate the persi'stingldiscrepancYbetweenlawand'p;ac~ic'~;·.,.~~~~n:,~' .,,',".'
. should master' the' procedures for: o~taiI?-;i.IlgadVance~e~t'iri ~il.fieids:"<'W1la;h\.had~Q.. ';i

. ' ,. . ," . - : _ ~;_",,_,' "-, . .. " ,,' s.
" ," " ."":' '. ,''- ,: ,'; _.' "",.' ," ",:-.: '_'-"" '-'~",.-, ,":::",'., ',,':",':.""::,'.", ,',',: .• :;'" ·.~·":r,'<",·,,:, ..·.,·:~<'~,,_ .. ".-"··

be considered was not only the number of women in jobs but also .the'tlature.of'.those ....
'" ", "" .' ""'.,,, I ,."> ,__ ":"~" ,.:> .' :,. ;", ;, ~,',<;;" -. '::,',_:','~,' :::/.:~'-'::'~·;::',:,:,:',f- t>-:<.,. :-:":~ ',': . ~:";:,:<;',;,,'.:!:' ,

j,obs. Women were often confined to lower:"leveljobs and fev('pf them ros7;:co:
seniorpos±tions.
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In the United States, Iilany women's associations had, begun to organize on a

national scale. They campaigned in favour of candidates who were ready to support

their claims. Other organizations filed 'complaints against private companies which

-discriminated against women in their employment policies. A recently-formed

youth organization·was engaged in intensive activities in preparation for the 1972
p~esidential elections. Women were becoming increasingly involved in political

affairs. In the 1970 congressional elections, they had constituted 51 per cent

of the electors. Since President Nixon had assumed office, he had appointed

80 women to policy-making posts in the Government. Various e~actments J::1ad been

p~ssed by the Federal and State Governments with a view to the application of an

employment policy which was fair to women. The Supreme Court had taken several

decisions favourable to women. Many people thought that an amendment to the

United States Constitution would be the only way of instituting a national policy

for the elimination of all discrimination against ,women and a number of States had

already amended their constitutions with, that end in view.

Women in the United States were showing themselves less and less willing to

accept the role traditionally assigned to them. They realized their need for

higher educational qualification's. Young women, in particular, were fighting for

equality of the sexes and for the abolition of all legal and social distinctions

based on sex. That movement was s~pported by leading personalities in the

GoV'e,rrnnent, and notably by President Nixon hims·elf.

Mrs. HUVANANDANA (Thailand) reviewing the history of her country's-"'-.
legislation with respect to the status'of women, said that, 400 years earlier,

legisJ,~~ipll'h,adnot~vencontainedany.mention of women' srights ... The

situa;t~9;n.had:i.mproved sl~ghtlYtwo centuries later and, still more, about 40 years

ag6,.'Wi:ththE!proIil'Ulgati'on' of the Civil.andComercia.lCode, to which a number of
..'. .. .' .··.·.t. . . . '
amendJD.e~tshad sl:nce.been made. Despite all efforts, however, Thai women, were

"~otiyet,eq~al,tQmen;assoonas .theymarriecl, .they. lost part .of }heir rights ..,

~Discrimination')wasparticularlYeVident in the provisions concerning the age .

()fIilajo;itY"Theprovisionsconcer~ing ,m-e,:t'riage and the registration of marriages'
".':'_:::::'~;::'_:'-'::':':~,:~".:,~'~",: ",'..:::, :,", ,:"t':".",'.'., ", '::"': ",:': ' .,,,. . '",:',".. ,':':, """, ",::' _' .: ,'''~'','~'';'. ' .~, ":~ , ,,' ',/, ,",' ,,_:" " " ,', : :"', ' :',',. ' .

"ver~givingriseto strong protests . Theobjective wastoen.,sl,lie that the

'I"e~~s~fatJ.o~6ia'IIl~l"riageshould be .automati.qall;'de~la~ed !lull and void .if a

;",:'.
'~ .

....

"
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previous marriage was still valid. It had also been proposed that a central

marriage registration service should be established whose records were open to

consultation by everyone. The husband chose the place of residence and the wife

was bound to live with him. A married woman could not apply for a passport without

her husband's consent. If she had held a job before her marriage, she cOuld keep

it without her husb'3.nd's consent, but she had to have his approval before taking

up a new career~ There had been protests against the right of the husband to

manage ~he joint property of the household. The divorce law was favourable to

men, since women could not apply for divorce in case of adultery; it had been

recommended that the law ~hould be amended to provide that the legal wife could

, seek a divorce if her husband cohabited with another woman.. The question of the

alimony to be paid in the event of separation caused serious difficulties; the

establishment of a family court had been demanded. Since the promulgation of the

1932 Act, Thai women had had the right to vote on an equal footing with men and

also to stand for election. There was no law against women exercising '\:ihe '.~&.'*"
... -"'.').c,

.profession' of their choice; there were, however ,prejudic.es aga.in~t women in

certain professions.

In those circumstances, there was no doubt that the Declaration would be,

welcomed in Thailand, which would do its best'to implement it in future.

,Mrs.. SHAHANI (Philippines) said it was regrettabletllat so fewcoun.tries
". .. . . .... .... .. (:)

had supplied information on the implementa.ti on of the Declaration. In her view,

"tha.t situation" ;,~~ not', due ~,to any lack of ,'interest in the subject, but rather to

·'''th~:'t''~7t':tJ?,~tmany..~ountrie~ ... 'a:hdih particular developing countries- he.d

difficlii'tt--itlPrepad.ng~ll:th.~. ~~ports 'requestedof thembyihe ';ari~us United'

Nations bodies .. Sheapp~~ved th~, stiggestion made in pa:ragraph7ofthe.~eport;
of' th~ Secretary:-Generalonthei~Plementatio~O,fthe Declare.tion~!h~t.reC1tief?~S
forinformatior.l should be spaced at. longer int·ervalS;. that woul'denable

.Governments and the Secreta.riat to studythequest.ions.moretPorougl1ly. As waS,:

stressed.' in the Sec'retary..General"s,.re,port, .• more pUblicity·sh()uldb~~iven'tothe/.

Declaration. It .mightbepossibl~ for the Office of P~blic Infonn:arion,t~isElue,.
pUblice.ti()nSd~signed. for<the ~eneraLpubli~,. setting out thecbilt~pt,.aIl~\p1.trIlOse·•.' '.

otthe Declaration in sifuple,terlIJ,s. " ' .,

!
!
1
!
i
i
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In general, Philippine legislation was in<conformity with the principles set

forth in the Deplaration~ except perhaps in respect of unmarried mothers. A
~ '.. .

number of general. enactments had recently been passed which would improve the

',!. ,status of wome~l~ particularly in the sociai and cultural spheres , The new

)E1ectora1 ActpromQlgated ~n 1971 laid down strict rules for e1~ctora1 campaigns
I

:1 . in thePh,i1iJ?pines. The percentage of· women elected was very low, considering
1

that the¥ made up. half of the electorate.. Mueh, therefore, remained to be done

to ensure that women participated more fully in electoral campaigns and stood

f.or election.

MUGh haqbeen done to amend the .1e~is1ation prohibiting night work for

wom~n~ Measures ;sho~ld a1~o be taken to compel employers to install day ,nur~eries

in' their undertakings·. ~he Philippine Government was endeavouring to remedy

certaincdiffi'cu1ties. bypr,o.yiding the MoslemcoInmunity with every opportunity for

access to educati'Onand 'employment. ,The decisions taken in that field would
. .

nat~a11y at:fect the status of Moslem women . A number of amendments to the

donsti-but'ion which might have r~percussions on the rights and responsibilities

of'women were currently under considera:t;ion. '

. 'l'he non-governmental organizations .coul.d do much to enlarge the role which
.' . ".' - .. . ',' "

women,were called upon to play in the country's economic and social development
• -'-",,' ' " , >

. .,andthey sHould be congratulated on the work they were doing to promote women's

i~ights~ In.J.Ilove~b@~ ~971, ~he Internationa1,Oounci1 of Women had held a regional

j seminar in the'Philip:pfnes; participants had discussed at length COlllI~lission
Ideci~ions andGeneral.A~'s~nib1Yre~~lut,ions and. the means of ensuring the~r
. Implemen'Hatioti . "

1 '.' ."If~guideiinesweregiven to. Governments"concerning the information to be

I s.'I.1.PPJ.iedon£h~:Gn:ple~~ntation ofth'~ Dec1arat:Lon,it wouid oedesirab1e to .ask
;t "-,:', ::",,"',';"<:';'1.>-"':':'<:""\:--":."':' ."~'>'.;,, . '~,-,',:,,'~: "::;, ..' ;. '::- .' /'_',_';-.::<~'}. .: ." ,-,., - ,',

j,,~~iJ~e;:~;ki:;.~:;b~::~i::i:~::i~;i=:O:::::::t::\:~::;:\::~b:f
_, t~~"Ta'r~;an.~:y~~~c't.~:~TS,in,f~r~e .~.I,t ,COUld ~rovide. a valuable, source of

l,inf();;ati0n,:Whicl~~i~~~g~~d: .the.· GorilInissicll;' in' 'pli3mnin~ its future work.'

,I;;,':. 'k'''>·'' ,..'.. ··.~ Mrs ROUHI{;J::r8;n,\) Aescrribe<itpe •. s o.c~al, ,..' .economic ·.and .po1i'tjical:rightsand

]"r<~tf!~9PS:~biJ.~;bi~s~,aqquir~<i<"9Y·II'a~iahwomen iri~e,cent years. iorexa1Ilple;in 1963, .

l
'1
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they had been given the legal ri.ght to vote, to stand for election and to receive

equal pay for equal work. There were.now women in high-level posts iJl nearly

all spheres in Iran. Their number was still small, but it was increasing. The

.i. main task in future would therefo1.'e be to inform women of their rights and

responsibilities and to ensure the acceptance and application of those rights and

responsibilities. That w~s the goal of the Women's O~ganization of Iran, formed

in 1966. That organization had a vast network of branches ,spattered throughout

the country and carried out numerous activities:, such as literacy and health.

classes, vocational training and handicrafts, .family welfare centres, child day

,care centres and family planning. Those activities were carried out parallel to

Government programmes, with' the same goals, and might supplement them where
, .

necessary, for example, with adult education progr-ammes ,

The family protection law ~ which was pa:ssedin 1967 " had strengthened wom.~n'S',

rights and women '.s' role with regard to marriage and the family.

Since 1968 , women students, like men students, had to spend two years i!lthe""

social~ervice. c'Orps, (literacy classes') home economicc'la.13ses, so~ia.l'Wo~k'~o:r=:"'"=·'

family planning).

\

The ,status of' '·the unmarr:iedmotherpos.ed 'a,complex probl~m'in. ZaiZ;ebecau,se.,

i-v.was' necessary ~o'reconcile the ,·.s,ometime13contradict6rystl3.rid~rcls'd:ri,thetwo·wa.yg,\
:' " ", _'. .:'. . • ,:' .. , ," ., .: '" " '.l" - " , '_. - , " " , ',.". ," '''' " " ,", .. . ,. , ' .--. __ .',:', .":: :',". '" .'-" .. ::, __.. ::'.~

of life,. the tradition~.t and' the Western ; which were closely intermingled in that

country.

With regard to equal pay for equal work, it would be, n.e.>ce's~arYto'~dd'''an(lfor.
\') ,,1,' ',' . .' .' ."

equaltrainirig" because vocationaltrainiIlg ShoUld>be thebasiS':f'or tp~ true"
"

'emancipl3.tion.of'Wom.en.

Mrs.~IMY (Zaire) deplored the overtdiscrim:i.n~tionagainst wOIllenin

her country, especially with! regard to employment. The condition 'of 'women was

particularlydiffictD.t in rural areas, where'itwascustomaryI'6r'them'todo all
:. , /')-'

the~.heayy',.1fo.rk, even if they were sick or pregIlant.However',.theactivities of.- " ..,._. ." ." ,

internationa16rgaI!izationssuch as' FAO, WHO andUNESCOhadhi.l.thertobeen
, ., Ji

restricted to the large cities such 'as Kinshasa, where they had. distributed food to'
k: . .' '" .~." ';:)

the people and built materni.ty hospitals ,or schools, although hospitalsandsch6oJ.$

already existed. It would 1'e better if.those organi~ati0D:f? conc~ntrated<onthe

interior of the country, where the .<::onditi.on of wom.en was much more difficult than

in the cities.
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Mrs. SIPILA (Finland) agreed with the representative of Canada. Moreover,

there should not only be more women in the secretariats of United Nations bodies,

but also in the various committees of the General. Assembly of the United Nations.

....

Miss GELBER (Canada) drew the Commissionig attention to the report of

the Secretary-General to the General A~sembly at its twenty.-sixth session on the

composition of the Secretariat. l/ The statistical tables in the annex to the

report showed that the number of qualified women ho~ding senior and even

Professional-level posts in th~ secretariats of United N~tions bodies was very
,

sm.all., In her opinion, the Commission should adopt-a resolution based on that

statistical info~ation.

Mrs. KOONTZ (United States of .Am.erica) stressed the important role which

could be played by statistical data broken .down accord:l.ng to sex. By requesting
." ~ " "" , " ,," " • " " "" " " I

suchinf'orm.atiop., which· was not always available, women had .already achieved

resUlts in the Unit,ed States •. For example, as a. result of statistics published

.On the number ,of men students and the number- -of' women students adID.itted or given

scholarships, etc. ,]~gal action had been taken against institutions of higher
I,'

learning. That haq prompted other institutions not to wa:l.t for such action to

be taken before. deciding to bring about changes.

Mis.s ZAHRAN (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural-.-joo-
.Organization) said that the situation had improved somewhat at UNESCO .'with·reg~rd

to the access of women to high-level posts,and that there was an increasing

awareness. of the importance of the question, especially at the highest'

ad:~:dnistrative level in that organization. The Director-General had recently

issu,ed' a. circular on the subject.

,EQUAL PAY FOR EQUAL WORK (E/CN.£?/550) ",

1
i.
i
1
I
{

/

Mrs:.JOHNSTONE (International Labour 'Organisation) said that there was

also a, growing recognition in the ILO of the need to broaden the access·ofwcmen

"'tol1igh-le~el posts.
."J

1/ A/8483
.' ".

/ • 0 •
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2/ Equal pay for ,equal work (United Nations publication, Sales
No.: 60. IV. 4). - \

)

In introducing the progress report 'by the International Labour Ofrice on

equal pay for .work of equal value (E/CN.61550) ~ she said that the ,ILO Equal

Remuneration Convention (No. 100), adopted in 1951~ had had a very substantial

impact on national policies and practices in that field. It had already 'been

ratified by 74 countries (ibid., para. 3), and constituted an instrument whose

implementation could be followed up by the ILOthrough the special ILO machinery

f~r that purpose c that machinery consisted of an, independent Committey of Experts

and a' standing Conference Committee~ in which workers and emplqyers were

represented on an equal footing with Governments.

Altho.ugh the principle of equal pay was more and more widely accepted, its

implementation s~ill encountered many practical diff'icillties arid required sustained
" '

efforts on the part of trade unions ~ women's organizations aftd Governmentis , . Those

difficulties were mainly due to the .reluctant~. if not hoatri.Le ,' ati'iiude ~f

empl6yers, who used all kinds of delaying tactics to evaai the,responsibility, of
, , (,

applying the principle of equal pay.

The Int~!,.!!ation~lLabour Review was noW-devoting an inter~sting series ,of

articles to the question of equal pay in 'various COuntries.
. ,~.

In that connexion, the widespread and persistent tendency to undervalue the

work of women should not be overloo~~d. 'W;ages were traditionally the lowest ih

occupations reserved for women. Nevertheless , equal :pay. was'~rlyone aspect of

the, broader question of women t S wages.. It was necessary to continue .topressfo~~

solutions to problems of education, vocational, training, promotion ,of .women' and r­

sharing of responsibilities and duties within the family. Som~pro~resl3~a.d,been

made in th-atdirection, especially among young people, b,utywithinthe family,
rp.

tl;te women worker still had the hea,viest burden and the least rewarding dutJ.e",s,·

both at work and at home. The plight of women was even more difficult in ·the'

developing countries.

In' view' of the changes ,whic~ had taken place i~ ~ecent :v:earfl.~it.• wc)Uld
" . , '. 'Q' .' '" ., '.

t9 be necessary to publish a new edition of the pamphlet on' equal paye, _prepared ",

~'y the International Labour Office and issued by the United Jrations2! ~bOU; D
r I. . . .. . .' '.' . ,)

~welve years ago.

·,
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r/

S~e 'st:re~sedcth~'importan:ce:Wh:i;chthe ·ILO a.ttached to the elimination of all
't)' ". ,', to.

dis~rim:i.nati()~lOn ',the 'baSis of' sex" in,employm.ent,workingconditions ~ social
"

security, , et.c . ".\
:0 L

\ '.>"'~~" ". '·,If-· :, ',' '.""-,,""-~ ': ~",'. -, ',- ,:

, "~ ,,~':BRUCE (Representative of the Secreta!y~GEmeral) said that the

tJ~ited'Na.1:;ions w~s also:f~creas1nglY"aware of the needier more women in senior
ill ' ',\ , • _ '.,' f;i, , . _ , ~ • " _ _ _ _ ,- _ '_ :'." ' , . 'J po~ts iif'the'Secreta.r~at • The' present SecretarY-General had ma.de a statement on

,ti\."tsUbject at a press conferen~e.
"Sq,e pointed"outtha£ the recruitment policy of the United Nations followed
,-'" - c"~ . C""':? i' , I,' •

tw.o;lines: candidates were p~oposedby 'Governments ,"but also - and such a

Pos~J.PilitY~~Sperhapsn9twellknown -ifndividualsceul~/apPl~ for;;Smploym.ent

p,er~onally;.<Sucili.·'appl~~'ationswere placed' o~, ~,~6ster andconsider~dwhen po~ts
"1:1. "-"-';''-.,,, 'I ", .,' "j I) '," '.:., '. ., ,

became vacant. . " . '

':,: .':"O'":~;'~~~~£i~rl;-.~~"t?kc-rsotih~1~P6.ii6Yin(f·re·cruitmehtwere'~ithi~7 .th~ purvie~' of
,the El.fth .COlIlIlll.ttee of ,the Gen.eral Assembly.' If there was ,to 'be eff~ctive action,

,,0,<, "';:'_"?:':', '. .' _ ," ,.-" "',' " .i, ",._,~, ' ,,' , , :~

it had.to come from'the.Fifth Committee.
'..1: D;" I~· '
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MINUTES OF THE FIVE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-FIFTH MEETING
~. , . ,., , '

held on Wednesday, 16 February 1972, at 10.45 ,a.m.
I

" 'I
INTERNATIONAL J;:NSTRuMENTS AND NATIONAL STANDARD~ RELATING 'TO THE.STATUS.oF .WOMEN
(agenda item 3) (continued) (E/cN.6/L.599, E/C~~6/NGp/238): ' ,

(a) IMPLEMENTATION .OF THE DECiARATION ON THE ELIMINATION OF' D~SCRIMI;NATION .AGAINST"
WOMEN (££!!tinueci) (E/cN.6/548 and Add.• a, E/CN.6/55l, E/cN.6/NGO/233~'

E/CN",6/NGO/237) , " .. : .. _
(b ) POLITICAL RIGHTS OF WOMEN (continued) (A/8i32 and- Add.l, A/848! and Corr,.].;

'E/CN.6/NGO!234) ,
, ,)

d J e._

"Mrs. NOOR. (Indonesia) stressed the: important ;role which the 'nationa+,

women,"s" organizations in her country had played in d~str:tbutiIlgt~:e Declartl.~i~n:.,"J
on the Eliminatioriof Discrimination against Women and, in providing a translation

into the Indonesian lapgu~ge. In developing countries iikeher cwn,whose
\ ,'- ,- ... . '-. ,: -.

constitutions ens~~d the full equality of all citizens, theproblem~f,

eliminating discrimination against women was mainly a matter of e,ducation;

had to be made aware q'f rights and obligations they already possessed.
• " ' <

speaking, the legal ~tatusof Indonesian women was favouraqle, except in some

matters of family law', e.g • ,divorce, polygamy and inheritance. 'l'hesituatiopwas.. - '. .. '"
a compl~xone, because people in the countrys~d,e still lived in family units or

, .'
clans of, threedistin,ct t~es, patrilineal, matril.ineal andparerita1."

A s~mi-official national commission on, the, status of women hadb'een

but had not yet proved ,very active owing to lack of funds. Despitethef~c::t
.. ',' ",: " . " .,

'. that, over 80p,er. cent of women voters haqparticipl3.ted in the last gene,ral'
. . " - ' .', , - ",' , - ~ ',' _: ,,- --\

election of July 1971" the number of women members of parliamen,t wasrelativ~ly ,
. . . . .

small because the' names of women'candidates appeared low OIl party ele~tiohl,ists '

in almost' every case; it was hoped that the situatioJ:l, would l>e remeaieclatthe'

next .general election. Womep.were ,prominent in public office, in-thejudiciar,y
; , - • _. -' '. "" 'f.,

and in higher edu~ation, where women. students outnumbered'menin'a:nuniberO:f

,institutions. It had to be,aCknowledged; however, that ,political' life'putavery

great strain on married w~men and washa~d7to combine with ram£iY,1.i.ie. 'For that

re~~bn,'Cimany:cap~b~:ewom«:l~hacl' declined.·t~stand·ror election inth~lastgeneral'
, .. -y

. election:. _Nevertheless, ·there was a general fee~ingthaYlwomenowho had.ihe

.'.,

s

~" ,l
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'.talent and ambition to aspire to a politica:l, career should be encouraged, since

many problems could bedeal:t with more effectively if ther"e were mor-e women'
,(I

members of parliament.

'Mrs •..~ILNEY (United Kingdom) said that ,duri~g the past two· years her

Gov~rmnent'had·instituted.Sleveral·legal ~hanges of great benefit to· women. The

,W'omen'sNationa,l COinmission, composed of representativ~~ of. the leading women 's.. . .
····volun;rary organiza.tiCDns . and of the Women's Advisory Council of the Trades Union

Congress,had beenndconvened following the 1970 general election. The Government

recog~ized the right o,f women. to work and have a free choice of profession or

emploYJRent, 'and..therewere fe'w' occupations from Which they were. excluded. There

was, along' tradition of '.non-discrimination in the government service. A report

issued as the result of a recent management study on the emploYJRent of women in

thenon-industrialcivil'service recommended, inter alia, that posts .in the civil

service previously open only to men should be made open to both sexes. The
"-

Government had already accepted several of the recommendations resulting from

that study .::

'A subjec.t ~tpresent tmderdiscussion was the extent to which the Government

should'leg:islateto protect working women, especially as such legislation was

~eeI!bysomeas· a form of discrimina"'uion. Employers considered that women should

have the same. freedom as men to determine by agreement with the employer, within

Goll,ective.· bargaining systems ; what their hour-s of work. should be; the workers'

:representatives, recognizing that the majority of women were 'married and had

!ramilyreSpOl1sibilities, felt that -they should bp. protected from taking on too much

wqrk ouJ;sidethehome., Further consultations were eXpected 'to take place on

that point.

However; despite those welcome moves towards equality , areas of- .
./

dis·criIll:i.nation still remairied. The· Commission might turn its attention to the

facttha.t 't?Ofewwomen occupied really responsible jobs in public affairs , a

m.atte:t'J not So 'much, perhaps? of legiSlatIon as Of the lack of women possessing the

~ecessaryqualificat.ions. Ahother. problem which warranted serious attention was

that:Ofwomen 'combiningoutside work with the job of ~aring for a family. Many'
. ", : .... , . . '.
women·w~reinfact performing a·d9uble· function. ';['hat again was a problem which

COuld Iiot, be re$olvedby legislation but called for a funda:mental chal1ge of outlook
.....,.- ,- '. .

on 'the respective roles of both women and men.

.~,

.a..
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In conclusion, she associated herself with previous speakers in sppporting

the idea' put for~ard in paragraph 7 of the Secretary-General's report on the
"

implementation of the Declaration (E/CN.6/548) that certain guidelines might be

suggested for Governmento which submitted replies. The '(Jnited Kingdom delegation
, '.

had prepared a draft resolution incorporating such -guide:ti'nes, and would be glad

to join other deiegatio:ns in a small working party to c~nsiderthematter.

~. Marte de BARRIOS (Dominican Republic) said that the"elimin~tionof

discrimination against women could best be furthered by frank recognition qf ~he

extent to which the principles of the Declaration were actuallY.beingapplied in

the various countries. The Constitution of the Dominican Republic guara.nteed

equal rights for' women and, a ~tudy was bein~ m~de of all legal and administrative

provisions discriminating against women, particularly with regard to article 6 of

the Declaration~ Discriminatory practices still existed, particularly at the

lowest levels of society, but an effort was being made to apply the principles'

of the Declaration in order to ensure women's full participation in' society and a

large number of women were in fact playing an active' role in public life .

'The Commission had perhaps concentrated too much on publicizing the

Declaration and had not given sufficient at.tention to the practical pro'blems of"

its implementation. The Commission's role should not .belimited to passing'

resolutipns an.d collecting information from countries. 'New strategies must. be

devised ,including perhaps the preparation of a 'convention,tq put an end to all

discriminatory practices blocking the true .emancipation of women and preventitig

them from p~rtiCipating fully in the process of economic "and social deveiopmeht. '."

Mrs. Machado BONET (Uruguay) sai~ that throughout the world there Was a
general trend towards the elimination of discrimination aga"i:nst>women,partic~~arJ.y

in authentically democratic Gountries where women .wereable to make their voices

heard. On the other hand, no country could claim tq have succeeded completely in

that task. Indisputable progre~shad been made in Uruguay, but «< discriminl:itory.,

practices still existed a.t all levels . and < .insome. cases it c01lld even-be. said

< that the situation had worsened. In many professions, there was an increase in

the number and quality of qualified women but on the whole womenwere.still

unrepresented in the higher posts. It. Was only recently, for example,ithatthrough~
I . . , •

the effort~ of a non-governmental organization women had been allowed for the first

time to work in the Banco de la Republica.

G
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C~rtainaiscrimina.toryprovisions were still embodied in nationa:1legislation.

,'In the are,aot equal pay 'for equal work" for example ,therewas a decree'

·li4Decemb~r1945lsti11 in f?rce, which sanctioned the possibility ot a maximum

di:f':fereIltial·o:f20 percent in the rates fOi"_ men and women, when that differential

wasjustifie.d by the' requirements and 'circumstancesof women and the{ractivities.
- \: ' .

In only one area coUld she ~oint to legislation which actually favoured women

,rather than men: .a .woman, but not a man, could obtain a divorce without the
~, ,

consento:fthe spouse and without having to specify the grounds.
, .

\ .

Miss CHATON. (France), gave details of publicity given to the Declaration
~:;

inFrench~rofessionaland educational institutions, and described a major
. .

J publicity campaign carried out under the auspices of,a national women's magazine.
. '

,The,campaign'had culminated in a meeting of 350 women delegates at Versailles,

:w.hichliad.a.ttfacted the' attention ot the radio, television .a:nd the press an~ had

"enlJ.stedthesupport of members' of the Government and of the opposition parties,

dOubtl.e~El,· in part \ at least, tecause it was held iri-' a pre-election pez'Lod, The

whole operation had been widely discussed and' the marked increase in the number of

.women ~lected in the sllbseque~t municipal elections could, to some extent, be

ascribe'd to its success in promoting the pa~ticipation.p.f women in public life .

.Use:c:,;u.work. in' detecting and preventing ,discrimination against vromen,

pa:r~icularly with respect to admission to. civil service and other public posts,

'W'as .being·donebyan' unofficial round-table' conference of women, tvhile a

c6mniitte,e on women's l.abbur set up in 1971 w-ithin the-French Ministry .of Labour

.w~s ~ttempting to. deal'wit~the problems of ,:v0men tvorking in the private sector.

Bo,~~es· of that Idndf'er~OrIned a very useful function in,acting, as it were, as
'. ':" ..-. '.'-~':

wa:MhdogSc against discrimination.

\<~ {> ~h's •.MARINKEVITCH (Byelorussian Soviet Sociali'st Republic) said that

spe.cific. decisions-had to be -taken at the. Comm:ission' s twenty-~ourth session on

the s.ll1>ject:u,p.d~r.consideration,because discrimination against women 'continued

,to'bepractised',:i.rl mao.y partsof'theworld, despite the existence of international

. instruments aimed at its elimination. Discrimination against women was most

widespread in political 'life, but in a number of countries it also existed in the
\ '

sl?he,'rebf.education , employmep.t, ,industrial relaiJions, etc.

II •••

,-

.J.
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",

-39-
\

E!CN.61Min.575

, ..

After referring to the statement in paragraph 50 of the"Secratary-General's
i ,- " " .' ,

report that in many countries there existed a'dis.crepancy between'tthe situation'
, ,y,

in law and the situation in fact (see E/CN.6/548, para. 50),she ~tl~i:;eda number, . '. ' . (~,

of facts and, figures to illustrate the equality which women enjoyed in the

Byelorussian Soviet So~ialist Republic. In the two years which had elapsed since

the Commission's twenty-third session, Byelorussian women had advanced 'still. . .
further towards full integration and participati(in ,in political, economic and
\. .

c'ultural life, and. still greater advances in the status Of,}lOmen were 'expected .to

result from a variety of measures included in the. cur-renc five ....year plan of. -.

national development. In that connexion , she empb,atically'refuted tlie'suggestion. \ .

made by the United states ::epresentative at the 574~h meeting th,?t women in the'

socialist countries did not occupy'high administrative posts, and adduced.a

series of facts to demon~tratetb,e contrary.

In order to make efforts to eliminate discrimination throughout the world mOre

effective, the Commission would do well to review their.iternational instruments

with due attention.

Mrs. BOKOR (Hungary) said t1?:at her country's Constitution and

guaranteed total equality ~or ,'women; and vigorous steps'W'erebeiIlgtaken~toc.ombat

discrimination where it still occurred for economic reasorlSorasaresult

already adopted by the United Nations and its specialized agencies in the light
" .

. ,of changing condi.t.Lons , Such instruments as the Convention en tE.-e.J>Qlitical
...;- .. -_.;,...".... .,...-

Rights of Women (General Assembly resolution 640 {YI:tn'~nd the ItO Conventions. ,

No. 100 concerning equal remuneration, No. 103 concerning maternity protection'
( . ' , ' ' ,'.' ' .-

and No. III concerning discrimination~nrespect of emploYment and occupation

had undoubtedly.exercised a positive influence in their time, ,but now appeared

inadequate in view of the numerous provisos, and reservations,which' off~)m~de
• • '\... J

their provisions ineffective. All the us'efulelementFl. of e~isi:;ing in,te!,national

instruments should be, brought together ina single text and,takingtheiI>rovi~i(ms

of the DeClaration ,of. Elimination of Discrimination againstWomenasast;art~Ilg. " , .

point,' the Comm±'ssion should draft a new conventionwhi9h w-0uldbelegalJ.Ybindi,ng

upon all States that' signed and ratified it. She hoped that the dra)'t r~sollJ.t:i-.~n
~ >" ,- ',,' ,,- , ",' ,':

to that effect which was to be submitted to the Commissionwoulq, be considered.

•
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p;rejudice.,' The information contai'Ifed in paragraph ·22 of the summary of

,informati<m relatipg, to the status of women contained in, p.ti'iodicrepprts on human.

'tlght's';prepared. by the 'Secretary-General (E/CN.6/551) concerning a Government

-decree passed in .Hungary in 1967 was hot entirely correct. The dec:ree,was

re~ated to a.rt.icle 10, paragraph 2, of the Declaration rather than to article 10,. .
p.e:r~g;ra:ph.l{d), in that it enabled women. to' take maternity leave- until 'their

child> was three years of age, with the guarantee of returni~g to their ~ormer

employ:ment. Moreover, .the woman' s rcont.act; with her job was maintained throughout

the le.aveperiod;, so that the three years' absence could be made up without much

difficulty., except, possibly, in the case of women engaged in highly-qualified

intellecftual work." Progreasdve new legislation such as that embodied in the '.
decree ,. together with the pr.ovision of dricreased numbers of nursery schools and

other facilities for young children, was already resulting in a marked reduction

of absenteeism among women workers ; it should be noted, however, that only a

relativelY sma;n J;?roportion of women availed themselves of the option of remaining

at home f,or '. the full period of three years.

Mrs.. ANDREI (Romania) said that, while she welcomed the progress noted
..". ... .

in th~ r~portof'the Secretary-General on the implementation of the Declaration, it

was clear that there was stil1'~.db·great a di8CI'~pancy between 'women's legaL status

and their social status. The enactment of legislation was meaningless unless it
I

wasf6110weaby specificI)1easures to ena:l;>le women to play their proper role in
I"~ . ",' ..'

society. The time.. had come for the Commission to concern itself with the rea.l

/ ...

~ . . ~

statuso:f(.'Women and to ensure that. the 'concept was ,understood as applying to

tbeirsocialas'w~llas to their legal position. With regard to the guidelines

re:serr~dt.oinpa.ragraph7'of, the report, she would suggest that the Commission

sb.6tildisk f'o~ more detailed information on the social measures takem in

aI5~iica.tio;nofthep;inciplesand,vlherepossible, the results obtained.

Society in her country 'had been transformed in the course of the last

:?5yea;rEl. Women had full equality of rights under the law and played a significant

~aI't in the political', {!con~mic,social andcl.lltu1.'allifeofthe country. There

Were,s.tillfmport.antprobl,ems to be solved ,howeVer, before WOmen could

$ucG~i~fuilycombine'theirpublicrole with their role as wives' and mothers, and
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there were still certain .outmoded Ldeasend practice!? to be overcome', Studies

were being carried ou~ by the Romanian. Council,of Wqmen~ which to some extent

fulfilled the role of the national commissions on the !hatus of womentha.t h,ad ,

'been'set up in several countries. The pr~ctice of establishing ~ati.ol1a.l

commissions connected with the United Nations Commission should be made a$

widespread as possible. o

J!
((

Mrs. A~WI (Iraq) said that ~ although her Government had notsubra.it"ted

any report on the implementation of the Declaration~ a number of1.egislative

measures had been taken to improve the s:tatus of women in Iraq. The,Provisional

C~nstitution of 19 July 1970, the National Action,Charter of 15 Noyember1971 and

Labour Law No. 151 of 1970 contained provisions guaranteeing equal rights for
women , protection, for the family, 'greater pa.rticipat~on of women in the process

of economic and social development and improved, working conditions for "lOmen. The,

statistics on the participation of women .in·educ~tion~ industry andgover~ent

all,~ointed, to the progress that had been made, but women still a.spiredto greater

rights and 'greater participation ~n the future.

The discussion in'the Commission had centred on the need to give women more

rights. She would also like to emphasize the need for women to aasume greater .

responsibilities. In many countries it was a n~w experience for men to work side
...~\

by side witp.women, and if women, 'l::>y assuming their responsibiliti'ces and
. ..;:~

demonstrating their ability and competence ,made that experience positive, then'
\ .

much progress would be made in overcoming prejudice and, d:is~rimination.

Mrs.NIKOLAEVA (Union of, Soviet Socialist Republics), speaking in

exercise of her right of reply; said that. at the 5i4thmeeting the Uni;tedstates

representative had suggested that women in the~soc).alist countries stil16ccupied

an insigrlificant proportion of high-level posbs , Bhe did not know what .souzcea

the United States representative had used ~ but ,:the C?fficial statistics of'the

Soviet Union gave quite a differ~nt picture. 'Th~re could be no dOUl:>t, that the

Soviet Union was far in advance of the capitalist countries,i.nsobtiIlg tp.eproblexns

of the status of woxnen and. the sitli.~tiotJ.s in the Soviet UniQnahdthe United s:tat~

of America were in noway comparabfe, American ~omen had a long aIld stubborn '.,

fight' before them in ord.er to obtain a place in socilety similarto'that held-by

women in the Soviet Union.
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Mrs. KOONTZ (Unit~d S"tates of America), 'spe~ingin exercise of her
;1, •

right of rep1yc.~ sa,idshe had referred in her ·~ta.tement to democratic and socialist

countries, "not, as c' t he /Soviet representative appeared to be:l;.ieve, to the s9cialist. .
countries alone. 'She .had simply been alluding ,to the fact . that it was clear from

f," 1.__ ,-

ever:r single,repo~tmade by representatives to the Commission th~t women did not

hold the top posts. No doubt every country had some women in high positions, but

the Commission ,should ;recogpize that all the real positions of power were held

by men. It was difficult to make adequate comparisons between one country and

another because the~titles"usedwere often very different. While much progress
-'~::;::. - -; -

might h.~ve been made , it would be misleading to suggest that a great deal di.d

not remain to .be done.

The meeting rose' at 1 p.m.

)

I . . .
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MINUTES OF THE FIVE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-SIXTH MEETING

held on Wednesq.ay, 16 February 1972, at 3.05"p.m.

INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS AND NATIONAL STANDARDS RELA'rINGTO THE STATUS OF' WO~N
(agenda item 3) (continued) (E/CN.6/L.599, E/CN.6/NGO/238):

(a) 'IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE ELIMINATION OF PI~CRIMINATION AGAINST
. WOMEN (continued). (E/CN.6/548 and Add.l, E!CN;6/551, E!CN.6/NGO!233,

E/CN.6/NQO!237) , '.
• J

(b) POLITICAL RIGHTS OF WOMEN (continued) (A/8132 and Add.l, A/8481 and Corr.l,
E!CN.6!NGO!234)

~~ISLAIRE-GUISLAIN (Belgium) referred to the· statement by .the .:'
" ',1.'

representative of the Secret'ary-'General at the 573rd meeting that .tbe informatio:n'. ,. ~

aupp'Id.ed by Member States on the impleme1?-tation of the Declaration b~ the

, Elimination of Discrimination against Women did: not lend itself to·a comparison

of the progress achieved in the variou~ cou~t~ies' or to ~n Objectivec",~ssessIJil,int'~;=
existingcopoitions. In that 'connexi.on , she suggested· 'that !theCoIDIllis;i~#shouJ.d.,

provide guidelines for Governments on the choice of the informationtofbesuppli$d,. .
askingl them tod.escribe the diff.iculties encountered and the resultsobta±ned."8.nd.

on the· social measures adopted to implement the Dec;Laration ..

With regard to the revision of the Commission's programme of work,she thought

th!;Lt the task of studying ,existing recommenSiations and submitting proposals on'tl1e

su,bject should be entrusted to a 1.;rorking party.

, The Secretary-Ge~eral'.s report on the'implementation of the Declaration bn
the Elimination ~f Discri~i'nation against Women (E!CN.6/54H -and' Add.l)

one of the main obst~cles preventing women from \ex~rcising th~irri~hts ~a.s ,;the

traditional concept of the respective roles of men and 'women in the:f'l3.IIlii*·'an.d

society. Th~tconceptcauseddifficultie~ for women whowishedtqcombinefam.ily

occupations with at!rofessioIl. The Belgian delegation t'houghtthat the 'real

remedy lay in education ;.young pe~Ple should be given fre,e theoretical and

practical instruction on human rights in'mixed classes, and such

. s,houldb~ compulsory. ,.

Belgium had noted with interest the new arrangements fer disseminating the

Declaration which it 'Was proposed to adopt in Finland. InEelgiuni,itwa.13.th~.·
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Mrs. ZAEFFERERde'GOYENECHE (Argentina) said she 'agreed with those

non-g()ve~mn.enta.1'organiza.tionswhichhad hitherto, beeti~'responsible for its

,difiSemiIJ.ation, but·the' GO,fermhent now irltended to take a hand as well. It had
'.,~"::_ ':. ,.' :'. - _' _', - ' ',. . I _ '_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ '_ _ _ "";

,organized a' seminar on women !s, rights, following whi~h it had ins~ructed a .

commi.ssipp...to,recommendmeasures for eliminating discrimiriation against women.

I
With regard to'political rights, Argentine women could, since the passing of

A~tN().13.0l0<of1959,voteand be elected. In the 195~ elections, a woman had

,register.edher candidacy. to" the ,.:p;res~dencY'~', on the .second list , which evidenced the
\

entryof'W;omeJ;1:into politica,llite.There were, howeve~, still few women deputies

I\and· senators ~,.owing to a lack of candidates.

'Snebelieved that, in order to bring about a general'awareness of the problem?

the ques'*ionof education should'receive attention? failing which, national'

J.egisJ.ation ',and declarations'· by thE! General AsseI;llbly of the United, Nations would

take effect only very slowly.

Referring to the USSR drapt resolution on a draft convention on the elimination

rOf diElcriminatio,n against women (E/CN. 6/L. 599) ,she observed ,first ,that the draft
'ji,.' . '

wotildbe submitted to the General Assembly, in which most of ·the representati;ves . ~

representatives'who,hadexpressedregret that wom,e~ were insufficiently represented

in s.eniorppsts in the United Nations Secretariat. In Argentina, the Government
.' .. "" '" (I

ha(rt8k~nafiumber of measures to make the Declaration better known, by the

dissemination of informa.tion thx'oughall the mass media, and in particular by

ID.eansot aquarterlybu11etin, 'El Servicio Nacional de la Mujer (see E/CN.6/548,

paras.li $I.1d· 15-> •

. Sincethe'.passing of Act 11.357 of 1926, the married woman in Argentina
,-,._,-

Emjoyed'fUll civil rights,and' could' manage her· property ~ inclwli.ng prOp3rty she.. ' . . , ,. , . ,"-, . . . '. .
acquirE!dduring her marriage, eond could dispose' of it. She could, without her

',husb~nd's,or"anylega:lauthor.ization, exe~cise :whatever p:rofession she chose and

th~i:ncC>lD.etromitwasat her own disposal.. An amendment to the Civil Code in

1971 provided the"t neither tiie. h~sband.nor the wife could dispose of their real

pr6per.~y·-W:ithout the consent of the other, if they had children under full 'age.

That<provision was intended to protect not onlt the children~ but also ,the woman

herself.
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were men, and secondly, that the need was not 'somuch ,to hav~ one mgre.cdnventioJi

'as tp put the instruments which alreadyexist~d into practice • "'-'

'Mrs .CHATER (Tunisia) said' that, in her "country, wide publicity ~a(l.been

given to the Declaration on t;he EliIDitiation bf Discrim:i.natioh againstVlomen by .
" . .A ", "", '.' ,,' ":,' ':"', ,,:,'. ::.:" ,'",'.,,":, ' "";,.,,.":',',:_. -"':,:~-"'" ":"',":;"{!} i(

all infOrmation media. The provisions of the Declaration w.ere in line/with. <- .

Tunisian national legislation. 'Tunisia had a .singleprogrammeofeduc~tiori~ for

girls and boys;. schools were mixed; .there was asystezn ofeduc,.ational guid~nc,e ',l .~.
and the Women's Union soug~t to ensure.that\girls·· received 'VocationaJ,tra.ining'

, ," , ,', . , ,~, ,.' ','" "', . - ,",' . , ",',' " , . " ., : :,.' , ))
~n -the.sam~ waya~ boys. There were women councillors on e'V'~ry local cQunci:1..

All pos.ts were open to women and, while there~erestillfewwomen in the National

AssemblY,their number had quadrupled at the last elections.

With regard to the dr~:ft resolution oftheSovi~tUnionprpposingthe

preparation of a convention reproducing the provisions of the Declaration, the

Tunisian delegation thought that itwould.bemqrereaiistic tOre-emph~size

existing international standards and, if necessary ,to revise them orprep~re ne.w

ones, and to consider measures for helping Governments to combat discrimination.

Once countries had enacted non:-discriminat.ory, legislation and' international

standards encouraging the 'enactment of .such legislation had been ar~wnup,the

time would be -ripe to envisage .80 c.onvention,which countries would then be in a
)', , ~

position to ratify and apply , since most ofthemwouldhav:elawsconformiIlgto

its provisions.

Miss DE~ENG (International Confederation of Free Trade Unions),

, speaking at the invitation of the Chairman, said that her organi:z;ation had certain
\. .' . . ' ., -: '. . ...0 .' . ....,

reservations cOEcerning the proposal to convert,th~ Declarationinto'a.'convelltion,

b~callse it was'concerned about the effects·thataUnited. Nations umai i "'col1vent :i.on"

on the r~ghts of women. might have on the normat:i.ve~ctivitiesof the ILQ.Through

the ILO, the International Conference of Fr.ee Trade Unions had availab].eto ita.
number of international instruments' in wJ;lOse prep~ration'Workers'l.'epresentatives

had directly'partj,cipated; the.ILO also provided machineryforprepar:i.ng
• '" " ',. " . ',' '" " " ", ' . -- , " ",:,' ,,: " ",,,' ' ", '.1-

conventions and for ,periodically revising or supplement~ngthemwhennecessariY.

That procedure wasbeirig applied at the,Present t:{.mein the case of certain

conventions 0)1 the employment of women. On the other hand,.anY.c1raftJ?reparedby.

.~'

,)
I
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":'>The CHAIRMAN declared the 'debate on sUbitems (a) and (b) c.Losed ,
'--~ .'

Commission would be consid~:r:ed by the Economic and Social Council and by the.

in which \only Governments were represented. .The .result might

of an international convention couched in rigid and very' general

in fact retard rather than accelerate the economic and social,.

the

EQUALPA1 FoR EQUAL WORK ". (colnXh1.1ed)* (E/cN .6/550 )

Mrs .CHATE:R (Tunisia) said th~~,~'her country had ratified the ILO'

.CqI,lvent:ibn~1'!o: .•·loo.·oa·equairemuner~ti.bliand No. ill on discrj~inati~~' in ~espect
~ 'l·:.:,.'-i " ''' -,' ',,' .', " ,'" ~., .• " ~ .

ofemployTIJ.ent,'fiftdQccl1pation in 1968 and 1959, respectbrely (seeE/CN.6/550,

parae, 3 and '4).. However, a:c~tual cohditions left much to -'be desired.~· .b~caus~
'wOInenwouldhave to receive the same education in order .t.o obtain .the same wages

~nddo tlieseune work as men, brit such was not yet the case. Trai~in~ fo!' giris was

~ften restricted to the so-called women's occupations and employers also tended to,'t .

Mrs". E:RNE3T-HENRION· (International Federation of Women in Legal Careers),
-.--,........-- . .'ry

sp~akirig att~e invitation bfthe Chairman, suggested that the Secretary-General

~h9uldbeaskedtoma..lteal:i.stofthose. national constitutions which recognized.

'the principle of the equality of menav.d women and the principle of

nojS.discr:i.minat:i.onbasea. on sex; a list of national laws providing a legal remedy

against·a.ny infringement of equality of rights and, in particular, of the

principle of equal pay for equal work; and a list. of national commissions on the

status of Women or analogous . iristitutioml , with a desc:ription of their composition

~a13dpower~~

.,.••....•.,'....... General Assembly,. be~'the "conclusion. \)

terms which might
"
,: advancement of women , .and would~amper the efforts of the 'workers ' representatives
~~li w~o, in th.e, ILO, had the same rights as those, of Governments and employers.

7/ Mrs •.•tACCARD (International Federation of Business and Professional

t /'Woirlen), speaking at the.invitation of the Chairman, gave some additional
;'~d- - - '" ,",' ,'"

l info:rmationon .legislation in the Netherlands, where the minimum salary for both

~ sexes frornthe. age of 24 had been fixed by an Act of 1968 (seeE/CN.6/550, para. 82).

That legislation still allowed for a number of .,exceptions, but such der'ogatdons

.:were :tor a limited period and it was expected that, as •from 1 May 1972, all

distinctions based on sex would. be abolished.
fJ

*' Resumed frcm tr.e 574thmeeting.

/ •• 0
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give preference to mep" so as not to run the risk of female absenteeism, for

example. Therefore, much remained to be done at all levels if equal pay for equal

work was to be achieved.

Her delegation thought that the ILO recommendation No. 117 on vocational

training might be revised in such a way as to contain a specific reference to the

elimination of all discrimination,against women and to indicate the arrangements

needed to enable girls to receive the same training as boys. With regard to

practical measures, social institutions such as day-care centres should be set up

to enable mothers to work outside the home.

lVIrs. mMY (Zaire) thought that equal pay could hardly be diElcussed. until

conditions had been created which would ensure that girls could obtain vocational

and technical training. That lack of training was a gre~t ~andicap to women and

might support the theory that they were incapable of serious work. Although the

women of Zaire attached great importance to their'role as mothers, theyp~d
, " ':,

r.ealized that women in other countries succeeded in acquiring the necessary

knowledge to become skilled workers. In.the Republic of Z~ire, girls married

between the ages of 14 a~d 16 and, as a result, had no ~eal security because they

might subsequently be abandoned. by their husbands and have no means of livelihood.

Of course, the women of Zaire were gratified at. being given'the opportunity of ,~
;.

becoming Secretaries of State or Ministers, but, in the d~veloping countJ:7ies, it·
, .

would be better for women not to assume power before acquiring the necessary
I

knowledge to hold high-level positions. Otherydse, theY might prove incompetent,

which would run counter to the desired goa:J.. "'Zaire was a young nation and its

women hoped to be ~ble to count en 'the assistance of women in the more ~evelopea

countries who had encountered the same difficulties in the past and had succeeded

in overcoming them. \'11th regard to employ1D.ent opportunities, it was" importaIl~

to remember that, if women chose the, srone' occupationsasmeIl' the~ had td be able I- . , ----,
to work in the same conditions as their male colleagues. Therefore, some

occupations such as the military profession and cel'tain others should !lot be

considered by women, because they might lead to difficult situations.

Mrs. O:P;A (Japan) said that in Japan an Act of 1947 had embodied the

principle of equal pay for equal work. The Japanese Government had also ratified

, I ...
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j ILO donvention No. 100 on equal remuneration. In addition, the 1959 minimum wage

law protected women against excessively low wages. Since the ratification of the

ILO convention, a number of women's organfzationf~ and trade unions had discussed

,~'the question of equal pay. For its part, the Government had tried to give greater

publicity tO,that issue.

-.:~greatdeal of progress had been made in employment in, recent years. There

were many more women in positions previously reserved for men. There was a growing

realization of the results of giving women access to higher education, which

offered them the prospect of well-paid employment. The efforts of the ILO and the

Governments of the States Members of the United Nations should therefore be

concentrated on vocational training and guidance'.

In order to overcome the obstacles to the application of the principle of

,equal' pay, ,Japanese women workers did not hesitate, whe~ necessary, to bring legal

action against their employers. The legal decisions in that field were encouraging.

In· Japan, there was a -minimum wage committee composed of representatives of

work7rs~ eInployers and the general public, and it was,mandatory for at least one

womatL t?be included in that' committee. That system was very important, because it

waswe~l known that, in occupations exercised mainly by women, wages, which were

usually set by men, tended to be very low.

Mrs. MOHAMMED (Nigeria) said that her country was striving to implement

the principles of the ILO Conventions and ~f the Declaration on the Elimination of

: Discrimination agair;tst Women. Nigerian legislation which had been in force since

1958 protected the working woman. For example, it contained special provisions for,

mat~rnityleave and nursing mothers, and prohibited too heavy work by.women. The

rul~SQf employment for civil servants made no dis~inction based on sex. Under

the previous Goyernmerit, there had been women ministers and senators posts and

:woIllenhag. playeq an important role in variouf,l regions. Some had represented

Nigeria in tJ:J.e'Uniteq.Nations Gen~:ralAssembly. In the present Government, women

held high-levelp'ositionsinvarioU:s St'ates and had been appointed because of
, I

their work and efficiency. At present, the Government applied the policy ,of equal

pay for equal work.
I

Nigerian women were greatly interested in the work of the Commission and of

the United Nations and had asked many questions in that connexion. It was evident

/ ...
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that stress should be laid on training, because without educatrion women could not

be equa~ to,·men. Nigeria was a developing country and Nigerian women hoped to
,

win their cause iR order to be able to assume their role in the social$ political,

economic aad cultural life of the country.
/

Miss GELBER (Canada) said that the word ".pay" in the expression "equal

pay" should certainly be understood in the very broad sense of the term.. The

principle of equal pay should therefore apply to pensions. However, in 'the

Regulations of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund, there was flagrant

discrimination against women with regard to th~ benefits payable after their

de'atl;l. Although a woman staff member paid the same ,rate of contribution to the

Fund as her male colleagues, the benefit payable to her spouse after her death

was less. A recent proposal by the Joint Staff Pension Board of the Joint Staff

Pension Fund only made that discrimination worse. The 'fact that an institution

which proclaimed the principle of non-discrimination had a pension scheme which'

discrimi~ated a~ainst women increased the difficulties of women trying to bring

about the adoption of an equitable pension scheme in their countries.
, . . '. '. J "~

Mrs. MARTE de BARRIOS (Dominican Republic) said that , in many casea, the

reason women did not have equal pay with men was not legislative or ~ther .

provisions, but rather that they accepted' such. discrimination as a result- of" the

pressures to which they were sUbj~et~d.!I It-~~~~ therefore ,be useful ,tbtake
. . ,

specific action designed to change the ou)look of'women insoc:letys,sa.whole,

with a '\Tiew to eliminating customs which were obstacles to theireman<:dp~tfoh.

Miss ZAHRAN (United Nations Educational, Scientific and CUltural

Organization) said that, like the representative of Za~re, she ;ivislledto.stress

the impqrtance of training. UNESCOw~s' fighting for equal acce'~~toeduca~ionat
. ,

all levels for girls and women and was giving special attention to access for

women to technical education. Programmes in that field ·weretobe:·subnd.tted to

the 'UNESCO General Conference in 1972. If they were approyed, theywbuldbe

imp~emented in collaboration with the ILO·. The aim wastogive women ·thesame

education a.s men, so that they could do the same work.

I . . .
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I, Mrs. KOONTZ (United States of America) said she supported the ILO's

general recommendations concerning the obstacles to be overcome in order to give

full effect to the principle of 'equal pay for equal work(ibid.~ paras. 122

and 123). The problem was by no means simple, since it was not only a matter of

enacting l~gislation. In the United States of America, an attempt had been made

to determine the'causes of the inequalities which persisted despite legislation

a:nd despite the vigilance which had been shown. With regard to promotion

possibilities, for example, men obtained certain jobs because their training was

more thorou,gh than that of women. Efforts had therefore been made to give women

an opportunity of catching up. It was not a matter of granting them special

treatment, but rather of recognizing that additional assistance was required to

restore a situation of ~quality. Assistance of that kind was provided both

by the State' governments and. by p:dvate enterprise.

In many countries, girls were taught to identity themselves with their

mothers and boys with theirfatl:J.ers" so"'that ti-;e role of girls- was alread.ywell­

, defined at a. very early age. The use of the word "man" or "woman" was cornlJ.Eon in

documents, regulations and pract.ices; if equality was really to be ,'!:fql:lie~E;;d, it
, - ".~

would be better to use the vTord "person". There was also a tendency to draw a

distinction between the role of girls and that of boys in school text books and

programmes.

~KOLSTAD(Norway) said she lhad just read 'in a Norwegian newspaper

that men would henceforthh~ve access to ,the prof.~ssion of midwifery. If men had

access to tbe so....ca~led "women's" professions, the result might perhaps be an

improvement in the ,salaries in those' very important professions.

Referring to paragraJ.'hs 87 to 90 of the report by the International,Labour

Office on equal pay for work of equal value, (E/CN.6/550), she said that the

proposals of the ~orwegian Equal Pay Council were being studied so that the

J>pecial wage groupi1?-gs for men ahd 'Women could be ,eliminated. However, in Norway,

,the majority of yomen workers were still in the lowest vage groupings. To remedy

that situation, women should be urged to acquire pr-oper: vocational training. Both

parents should also be given the possibility of working, in the knowledge that

their children were being cared for; it was, therefore, essential to establish

day-care centres.

/ ...
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The preamble to the Constitution of the ILO stated that onecf the

organization I s functions was to protect women on the labour market. At the 1919

Conference at Washington, the Norw~gian representative had entered reservations

on that sUbject, except in the case of pregnant women and nursing mothers, and

since then, the Norwegian Government'had constantly opposed the idea of special

protection for women whenever the matter had arisen inconnexion with ILO

conventions and recommendations. In Norway, t~e Government and all the bodie's

concerned considered, in fact, that all workers should be protected against

arduous or dangerous work, but that special protective measures for women were

to be avoided, since they would always be obstacles in the way of ~quality of

empf.oyment and pay.

The discriminatory measures against women contained in the Regulations of the
,

United Nations Joint staff Pension Fund, to which the representative of Canada'had

referred, existed in the systems of many countries and were definitely part of

the equal pay question. If the Canadian representative submitted a draft

resolution on the sUbject, Norway would support it. Consideration sh:ould perhaps

also be given to the situation of the single 'Woman, who paid the same

contribution as other staff members and left nothing to anyone on her death.

•

..
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Mrs. PROEST (Austria) said that the title of ILO Convention No. 100

concerning equal remuneration for men and women workers for work of equal value

did not correspond to the facts of modern lite. There were very few cases where

women did work equal, to that of men, except in the civil service. In the manual

worker category, women were practically always at lower levels, alid, gS'Si general

rule, the basic wage for women was differ'ent from that for men. The argument

used to justify that inequality was thephys±cal superiority of men, but that

argument was becoming less and less valid with the increasing mechaniz'ation ,of

industrial work. The Austrian delegation proposed that the ILO should draw up. ... ,

standards and objective methods for job analysisanp. evaluation. That woUld

faciJ,itate the establishment of more equitable wage categories, from which women

manual workers would benefit.

Miss DEHARENG (Irit,ernational Confederation of Free Trade Unions), speaking

,at the invitation of the Chairman, said that wage discrimination began with the

I . . .



fixing "of the minimum wage. The Confederation also wished to see the application

of an over-all social policy for the family, re-establishing equality by means

of family allowanc~s for workers with family responsibilities and providing for

family ~ssistance services.

The, bogey of unemployment was often used to justify wage inequality.· The
,
Confederation wa~ opposed to the view that it was normal to offer women the choice

between.lower wages or unemployment.

The inequality of wages was due not only to the difference in the

qualifications required of men and women. It depended on many. other factors: the

level of wages in industries where male workers were preponderant, the degree and

effectivenes~oftrade union organization, for example. The International

Confederation.of Free Trade Unions wished to affirm that the main obstacle to

equal pay-was. the attitude of employers. The progress so far achieved had been

due to the trade unions, which had strenuously fought to eliminate discrimination

against women in that respec1?

:At tl;le international level, the Confederation was studying the problems of

women workers; it was encouraging women to organize themselves and train leaders

capable ot playing an .a.ctive part fn the trade union movement. The Confederation

had decided to organize a conference on equal pay in 1972 , with a view to drawing
.. .

up anew strategy for overcoming the opposition to the· effective implementation

of' that principle. The Confederation believed that th.) Commission would recognize

the ess~ntial role of the trade Unions in that matt~r and would support it by

encoura~~ngwomentocombine in the defence of their rights.

Mrs•.,KUUSINEN (Women's International Democratic Federation), speaking

at t~e'invitatipn of the. Chairman, thought 1?hat the. application of the principles
\,c,

contaiined in the ILO Conventi;on .No. 100 and Recommendations on equal pay was

10gicl3;ily linked with the gti.~ranteeing of women's right to work and to equal

~ccess.tq g~n~ral, voc~tional, technical and scientific education. The Federation

.noted f'rpm.the information received from its 107 affiliated national organizations

that, except in certain countries, in particular the socialist countries,

discrimination in the matter of employment and equal pay was general. That was

E/CN.6/Min.576 -52-
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The meeting rose at 6p.m•

why the women of the countries in question were calling for the enactment of the

necessary l~ws and regulations to ensure that their rights were respected. The

problem posed by the existence of discriminatory measures against women in

employment and pay was a serious one at a time when larg.e numbers of women were

entering the labour market. The Federation had therefore asked its affiliated

organizations to make surveys and studies on the application of international

instruments and of national provisions guaranteeing the rights of· women. The

Federation was very active and had, in-particular, orgartized several seminars

and congresses.
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Mrs...:..,. HUSSEIN (Egypt) sai'd that it was clear from the International

Labour Office report and from the discussions in the Commission that the princi:pl~

. '. . . .' .. '.. . .''''of equal pay for equal wor~ could not be truly applied until women were given '''',,''=o~'

greater access to education and training anq. fully equal employment and promotion

opportunities. That was obviously no easy matter, since many of the factors

involved lay outside the scope of legislation, and there was therefore· a need to

devise national policies to assist Governments, emp'Loyers , worker-s and women's

associations in working towards that goal.

I. 00

held on Thursday, 17 February 1972, at 10.40 a.m.

MINUTES OF ~HE FIVE HUDTDRED AND SEVENTY-SEVENTH MEETING

Mrs.:.._HUVANANDANA (Th~iland) said that, as her country was not one of

those described in chapter II of the report of the International Labour Office on

equal pay fo;!:' wc)rk of equal value (E/CN.6/550), she proposed to fill the gapbJl"

giving a brief description of the situation in Thailand. Since Thailand was

still predominantly an agricultural country, the greater part of the female

labour force was employed in the agricultural sector. Theigroirth of industry had,

however, widened employment opportunities for women and there had been an increase

in vocational training for women. More and more women were seeking employment and

working on an equal footing with men in all kinds of jobs.

The ~onstitution proclaimed equality of rights and'the Labour Code confirmed
• .....1 ..._:~ ....

the principle' pf ).'lQYi..:ai:sc'ifirfiizt11t i.·<itf -agatlns's women workers in all fields. The.. ~. -, ..... ...... ~., .. .\. ~~"',"" ...-:........ .

Department of Labour regulations required that WOmen should be employed on the

same terms and conditions as men and that they should be judged purely on their

merits. Maternity leave amounted to two months, for· which a woman was entitled

to one month'S salary. There were provisions prohibiting women from working at

night in certain industries and from'engaging in certain stren~ous or dangerous

occupations. There were as yet no laws on em.ployment andsickn~ss insurance but

it was expectiedothaf legislation would be enacted, in the near future. Women

government employees, however, already had pension rights.

INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS AND NATIONAL STANDARDS RELATING TO THE STATUS OF WOMEN
(agenda item 3) (co~tinuedJ (E/CN.6/L.599~ E/CN.6/NGO/238):

(c) EQUAL PAY FOR EQUAL WORK (£9lltinued) (E/CN.6/550)

-----~~----;.-.•...-•..' •.." .•.,.,-_.....__......_--_...._-.
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She would like'to stress the importance of objective job classification and

evaluation, 'the need to combat the traditional image of woman as a housewife and
\~ the need to bring about a change in the psychological attitude of women

. themselves. Women had, an important rol~ GO pll1Y. in promoting social change and

should not expect it to come about a.utomatically. Acceptance of the principle

'of equal'pf;i.Y sometimes adversely aff~cted'employmentopportunities and it was,
.. ~'~~~'"

more difficult for women workers to do their jobs r well because of the lack o~~~:;.;
, It ,. ~

legitimate social assistance in caring for their children; they were thus caught

in a .vicious circle of discrimination.

/ • 0 •

The question of equa;L pay was also affected by economic factors. It,was

much easi~r to apply the principle in an expanding economy where women's

contribution was wel(,~omed, but in the developing countries whose economies were

largely agricultural, women had more traditional roles and were not generally

wage-earners. They were also the first victims of the problems caused by

over-population and under-employment, but it should be stressed that in such

situations, where the dependent population might be as large as 50' per cent, the

contribution of women to the national economy was even more vital.

She welcomed the reference in the report to women's right to freedom as an

essential prer't.'quisite for economic and social. development and wished to emphasize

the importance of the freedom of women to choose the type of work they wanted

to do. Certain kinds of job were, traditionally regarded as being too str,enuous

or. q,angerousfor women, but some women might be suited to them and should not

be'>automatically .exc.Luded on the ground of their sex. While there were many... ,', ..., "', ' ',--, -'-, J

problemS to be overcome in applying the principle of equal pay for, equal work,

there was no excuse for delaying the 'incorporation of the principle in

legislation, since legislation was in itself an important instrument of social

change.

'In Egypt, the principle of equality was fully endorsed in the Constitution

and in labour legislation, and girls had equal access with boys to education up

to and including the university level. The number of women students attending

universities was increasing at a much faster rate than that of men, and that

situation had in fact prompted an attempt to close certain types of training

j,
i
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to women. Fortunately, that move had been defeated, but there was a great need

for all kinds of vocational training for school-leavers and for better

co-ordination between training and labour requirements.

/ ...

:Mrs. TILNEY (United Kingdom) said that the movement towards equal pay

in the United Kingdom had been given a great impetus by the adoption of the

Equal Pay Act of 1970 and the ratification of the ILO Equal Remuneration

Convention (No. 100) in 1971 (ibid., para. 3). The provisions of the Equal Pay

Act'were described in paragraphs 111-113 of the International Labour Office's,
report. It was clear, however, that the principle in itself was not sufficient;

there had to be' a change in attitude towards women's work on the part of the

pUblic, trade unions, employers and women themselves.

In that connexion, she wished to comment on some of the obstacles to equal

pay listed in paragraph 121 of the re:port. She agreed that there was no objective

method 'of determining the weighting to be used for factors such asskiil and,

efficiency, but in the United Kingdom the Equal Pay Act did exclude .the crudez­

kind of job evaluation and the methods used were not expected to discriminate
j

unfairly against women. She also ag:reedthat the interpretation of "work of

equal value" might give rise to problems. The United Kingdom legislation

required that equal pay should be givenfor the same or broadly similar work,

and individual cases could be referred to industrial 'bribunals by the worker or,
, the employer. With regard to the lack of adequate factual information, the

Department of Employment receiv~d d,etails of national. collective agreements and

statutory wage orders, on the basis of which it i'Tould supervise progress toward.s
, .

the implementation of equal pay. There was no evidence of unwillingness to .

accept the equal pay principle in the United Kingdom. Before the passing of the

Equal Pay Act, there had been extensive:q.egotiatiqns with the Confederation of

British Industries, which had fully endorsed the principle • The only

dis/agreements had been on the. question of timing. With regard to the integration

of equal pay in wider incomes or economic policy, the estimated cost in the

United Kingdom was 3.1,./2pex- cent of the -national wa~eand salary bill.. However,

the .transitionalpe1'iod provided for ,in the Act should give employere time to

adapt themselves. ,The Gove.rnment itself was pursuing a~qlic~of progressive



imple~entation over i;;he"-rive-yea.r period in the sectors for which it was directly

responsible. The' trade unions h,ad played ~ full ,part in promoting the Equal Pay

Act and no. trade union opposition to its implementation was expe.cted. The fact

that ~n increasing number of women were trade union members should ensure trade

union support. It 'was clear that the passing of the Act had already prompted

employers and trade unions to consider women fOl' a wider range of jobs ..
Mrs. AKRAWI(Iraq) said that her courrtrvnad ratified both the ILO

,Equal Remuneration Convention (No. 100) and the Dis.oriminatiOn· (Employment and

. Occupation) Convenw.on (No•. 111).. {,ibid.,." paras. 3 and 4), and that there were no

differen.;tials between ,wage' rates for men-and women workers in Iraq either in law

or in practice.

Various suggestions~adbeen put forwaru in, connexion with, the obstacles to
, ,

the achievement.of equal pay represented by the lack of equal education and the

traditional concepts ofll...vomen's work" and "men" s work". In her country ~ girls

had exactly'the same educational opportunities as boys 'and followed exactly the
, '

samecurr.icula. Why was it then that the girls tel'l-ded to cnoose traditional
vr

women's ,jobs '1 Theproc'ess ofcona.itioning began ate. very early age in the home

and was reinforced at school by teachers and by the fact that educational

materials,' such.aereading books, tended to perpetuate traditional concepts.

'Girlsnatu~allYmodelled themselves on their mothers, as boys did on their

fathers ,Cert'a.in NorvTegian studies had shown that boys whose fathers were away

much of the time and who .werebroughtup in an ess~nt±allyfemipineatmosphere

tel1Cl.edtobelessmasculineincharacter .. When stressing the need for equality

of education {the:> Co:mm!Elsionshouldbear in mind the possible .consequencesor

gi"ingboys; and girls ,'a:ri 'ideIl.ticalupbringinginawo.rld in ~hic.h a distinction

V1as made between'II,lElJ1rS and»women "s roles. That system might well pose even more

.prbblems.tor women.

ElcN •6/Min.5'77 -58-
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Mrs. SHAIfANI(Philippines) said it was clear from the report of the

'Int~fn~ti6nal Labbur Office thatln1.lchremained. to be "done to implement the

pr#J.c~pl~Of equalpayf()r equ.al work. In the developed countries, the

a.i.t:r1.cul:bies: encountered were l~rgely due to prejudice andtraditiona.l.attittides,

1".00
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whereas in the developing countrie~ they were mainly due to lack of employment

opportunities. While the obstacles listed in chapter III of the report were

complex and rell\l-ted to all countries, the fact remained that economic conditions

also played a fI..ndamerrta'L part. In the PJ:1ilippines, the political, social and

legal status of women was high, but their economic status remained prece.rioul?

because of adverse economic conditions. There had been an increase in the

number uf employed women but also in the number of unemployed women, since the

economy was unable to absorb the surplus labour force. In a situation of

unemployment and under-employment, women were particularly vulnerable with regard

to employment opportunities and equal pay. While labour legislation did not

discrimine.te against women in the Philippines, the principle of equality was

not fully applied in practice. About two thirds of labour lawvio~ations related

to girls and women, but the economic situation forced them to accept an unequal

status.

The Bureau of'Women and Minors had set up a Women and Minors Auxiliary whose

function it was to inform women workers of their rights and privileges and to

minimize exploitation by employers 0 Non-governmentraf, organizations wer,e taking

an increasing interest in the problems, facing women workers ,and, there was'a,

growing awareness in the Asian region of the need for womentoexert.thfir

rights and assume their responsibilities.

Her delegation would like to endorse the recommendations in par~~~aphs '.122-125

of the report and a1'so to suggest that the Commission should consider the stat1:ls.
·of women agricultural workers, since in developing countries the ma.jority 9f

women workers were employed in agriculture. The Commissioncouldpe:rhaps request

FAO and the ILO to submi.t; reports on that subject. IIer delega,tionwouldalsQ

like to recommend that there should be more technical assistance projects

relating to women workers. With 'the adoption of country. prog:ram£ling>by UNDP,

such projects could now be formulated at the national le1re1. ;Her Government had

been the first country to submit to UNDP itscountryprbgramme.proposal for

assistance. in the period 1972-1976, andshe,hoped that representa~ives ofotller

developing countries .in the. Commission ,woUld ensure that projects re,latingto

the advancement of>women .:vTere i~cluded ,irl theirrespective,cQuntryp~ogrl;U1Jme

proposals. The economic li'mancipation ot: women was basic to "\:ihe a-ptaimnent of

their worth and 9-ign1ty as individuals and as us.efulmembers bfsociety.

/ ...
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Miss CHATON'(~rance) said that in her country the differential between

men's and women's wages was less pronounced at the leov:el of the basic wage than

at that of the real wage, where it sometimes amounted to 20 or 22 per cent or

even to 30 per cent. The matter was giving rise to numerous discussions on

the French radio and elsewhere, and the Committee on Women's Labour, to which

she had referred in her statement at the 575th meeting, was specifically
I

concerned with i;t. The situation had shown some improvement in recent years in

the case Of the lowest-paid categories of workers , but no marked improvement

was as yet recorded at the professional level. In the private sector, many

employers disregarded the existing legal provisions concerning equal pay for work
,

of equal value; it would be interesting to obtain information on the results of
. I . ,

coercive legislation which certain countries had introduced in that field. In

the absence of such legislation, however, much could be accomplished by making

wpmen aware of their rights and encouraging them to insist on those rights when

accepting employment within the framework of collective agreements.

Improved vocational training for women was another important issue currently

under consid.eration by the Committee on Women's Labour. In that connexion she

referred to a new system of "continuous vocational training" which had been

introduced during the past year and was officially defined as a "national
. .

obligation". That system provided for special leave of absence for workers

taking further training courses, the wage paid' during the leave period being not

les'sthan 80 per bent of the national mi.rdmum wage, with additional benefits for

wom.enworkers with children. The approval and encouragement of the women' worker's

family constituted an essential factor in making the system effective; in

addition, it was necessary to convince employers of the economic advantages to

be obtained by encouraging workers to undergo further training, whether in the

form of in-service training or of refresher courses after a prolonged period. of

'absence from work. The proportion of women avaDing ,themselves of the new system

was as yet very low; possible methods of increasing it that had been suggested

were theitltroduction of a regulation Whereby the number of women from any

particular enterprise who had to be granted facilities for further training wouldI . .. . '.

be made 'directly proportional to the total number of women employed in that
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enterprise, and the granting of additional leave of one or two months to women

returning to work after maternity leave for the express purpose of further

training.

Mrs. NOOR (Indonesia) accepted the 11 points listed in paragraph 121

of the International Labour Office report as very real obstacles to the application

of equal pay, particularly in the developing counta-Les where the difficulties

wer~ principally of an economic nature. Indonesia had ratified the ILO Equal

Remuneration Convention (No. 100) (ibid., para. 3) and had put into 'force a

Labour Act which included specific provisions for the p~otection of vomen and'

children; some of those provisions, such as that allowing women two days' special

leave a month, were possibly unique in the world. However, much remained to be .

done, especially in the private sector. For example, the batik industry did not

come under the Labour Act although the manufacture of batik, traditionally

performed by women and therefore regarded as a low-paid occupation, in fact

required considerable skill. Unemployment was sufficiently widespread in

Indonesia to make women workers hesitate to take maternity leave for fear of

losing their .job. The enrolment,of women in secondary schools and universities

was unusuallyhi~h, but there was at present a slight trend towards 'Iimiting it,

because women graduates were often reluctant to accept posts in remote parts

of the country; many women doctors, dentists and pharmacists married after

graduation and so became entitled to jobs in the. area where their husbands 'W'ere
~. ...

employed.

In conclusion, she endorsed the recommendation put forward by the

representative of the Philippines and inquired whethe~ the problem of w~men in

agriculture was to be given special consideratfon'bythe Commission and, 'if so,

under what agenda item.

Mrs. SIPILA (Finland) said that her country had ratified both the Equal

Remuneration Convention (No. ioo) and the DiScrimination (ilinplOyment and

Occupation) Convention (No. Ill) (ibid. ;.paras. 3 and 4) • However, the factual

situation was not determined by law alone but also'by a variety of ot~erfactors~'

inclUding social and psychological ones. A comprehensive ~tudy carried otitby-a.

committee on the status of women appointed by the Finnish Government in 1966
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t! showed that women's earnings were lower than men's because of inadequate training,

J..'beceuse jobs assigned t.o WOJUen often required Less skil.l., and because jobs

"

,•...'1.,.... traditionally entrusted to women, even when requiring consider~ble skill, were
.' undervalued. In that connexion, she endorsed the views expressed by previous

~ speakers regarding the importance of introducing efficient job classification or

it job a.pp:raisalmethods. The Finnish Committee on the Status of Wom.en. had

;1 re'colJlJIle.nded, 'inter alia, the setting up of a special .body to promote equality of
'f! the sexes and tobr,eak down the exi.sting classification of certain types of work

1 as being suitable for one sex only.
t .
l':ce:" While generally agreeing with the conclusions of- the repor~ (~. ,

j paras. 124 and +.25) ,She :r.emarked that although, adult workers were generally

1 divided' into two categories according to their sex, young workers tended to be
"j" •

1

I ::::::~g::::: :::: :::i:::r
: ~::::~oo:.:Y::::"~~t;::;::::::s:i:::~~

J

'J needs had,tabe taken into account from the
11 WO:r:k~l'SShotild similar~y be SUbdivided into

{ he.'vJ:ng children 'or .other dependants, 'etc .

.lonthe,.s~bject of' protection of' women at work, she agreed with the

't ~bservation iof the No!''W'egi!3-n, representa,tive (576th meeting) that special measures

~ 'o:f'protection":for ·.woIrlen:!i~t.!~~~b~~j~tftj.~.:·i:,~..·~.~i~·~*t~pt~d~ ..~..'in~p~egni~~~~' ana, nursing;

~l neither ~ell n()rwomen should be "$116wed 'to work in dangerous or unhealthy;

1 conditions. Finally, she emphasized the importance of adequate day-care

iJ' .fa(:d.li.tie~"iriadvancing the status of women in economic life. It was surprising

j that the, questionshouldJl.othave received greater attention.during the. present

JI discusf3ion;<~'W()~en could not realisticaJ,ly be ex.pect~d to exercise their rights or

1 to achieve greater equality as long as the burden of making day-care arrangements

~ for you~g children was left to individual mothers or employ~I's.
~I I':, ';. "-:!"i"
\I•..•..f'. Mrs.ANDREl (Romania) drer.t.:;~ttentionto the work of.' the International

C~ntrefor.Advanced Technical and' V~~"atiotlal Training at Turin" and particularly
"\ "

",~,!; to' the Seminar, on the Training of ~irlsand.Women in' relation to Employment

'.,;1... oppo~~~iti~$:L" E\u'ope held at theeetitre ~r"", 28.:run~ to 1 July 197J. ,the

...
:.•.••.1.•
1
••.... discussion. af which was st1!J)1D.l3,rized in annex 11 of' the report of the. International
'J Labour Office on ILO activities of special interest in relation to the employment

'..~
.1
'::1; .. '. . rum 1 $1$



of women (E/CN.6/556). Although the seminar had discussed the problem of the

training of girls and women in relation to employment opportunities in Europe

only, the principal points emerging from the discussion were applicable to the

life and work of women in most other parts of the world and deserved to be.

widely known. The Commission might usefully enter into closer .collaboration with

the Centre under the terms of Economic and Social Council resolution 1513 (XLVIII)

of 28 May 1970, entitled "Repercussions of scientific and technological progress

on the status of women workers".

In Romania, the problem of equal pay did not exist, the right to work being

guaranteed to all citizens and women. having free access, on the basis of their

qualifications, to all trades and professions. Vocational guidance and training

were of an extremely high standard, with the result tha:t large numbElrs of'women

benefited from speQializ~d".training courses , three quarters of the womElnin
~ '~r~ ~ •.. .;...

industry. :were .s~illed workers, whil~. la.~ge numbers of.women working on the land
-~

tqok agricultural and veterinary.• courses, Th~. national system of vocational .

training had recently been reorganized and from 1972 onwards'1;'!-&ill greater

opportunities would bEl available fo~ women to improve their qualif~cations at

all levels. Almost one half of all women workers already possessed secondary

education diplomli/ls and more than one. third had a university education. Women.•...

represerrc~d 30 per cent of the total number of teachers in higher educational

establishments, 20 per cent of all engineers and 36 per ~ent.of scienti~ic

research workers. There were many women judges, magistrates andnotar.ies public,, . .

and the national unions of writers, composers, journalists and visual artists

likewise included large numbers of women.

"$1C'.1

).
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The CHAIRMA.N, replying to the Indonesian representative, said that the

question of women in agriculture would be dis~ussed under agenda item 6.

The meeting- rose at 1 p.m .

/

/ ...
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MINUTES OF. THE FIVE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-EIGHTH MEETING

Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said'that the

International Labot~ Office had submitted a very useful report on the question of

equal pay for work of equal value (E/CN. 6/550) • She regretted that so few States

had ratified theILO Equal Remuneration Convention (No. 100) aI1dthatmany of

those that had did not observe its provisions.

The wage discrimination practised against women in the capitalist countries

resulted from ownership or the means 'of production by employers, which gave them

absolute power over working conditions and w~ges. Governments.~h3uld play ainore

active part in employer-worker, relation.s and the ILO'should again make an Urgent

appeal to the Governments of countries where the principle of equal pay was not

observed. The trade unions, too, shou:'d attachmore importan<:eto the observance

of that principle, particularly when negotiating, collective agreements.

Pointing out that the Equal Remuneration Convention did nottnclude

provisions guaranteei.ng observance of the ·obligations entered into by the

contracting parties, she stressed the value ofa new convention aimed. at

eliminating all forms of discrimination - even the most subtle -against women.

Miss SA.l1'CHEZ-TORRES (Colombia.') said that in her country women already

had ~ccessto high-level positions in nearly all branches of the economy.T~at

still applied, however , only to the, niinori ty or pri:;'ileged women who had received

th~ necessary education. Much.remained to be done to improve the working

conditions and wages of the great majority of less favoured women, such as

industrial, domestic, rural and. handicraft workers, who were particularly' exploited.

Indigenous women~so constituted a very underprivileged minority.

International organizationslikeUNESCO~ndthe ItO might propose standards

and methods for improving such conditions. The Commission, too, might seek to

INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS AND NATIONAL STANDARDS RELATING TO THE STATUS OF WOMEN
(agenda item 3) (continued) (FJ/cN.6/L.599', E/CN.6/lITGO/238): .

(c) EQUAL PAY FOR EQUAL WORK (continued) (E/CN'.6/550)
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contribute more effectively to a. solution of the problems by d~rect activities

(seminars, etc.') either within member countries or at ,the regional le.·~l. She

ptressed the importance of voluntary activity in response to t~e call of duty

towards social ends.

She agreed that the number of ~omen in seniorpositio~s in the secretariats
I

I

of United Nations agencies should be increased.

Mrs. 'ROUHI' (Iran) said-that although Iran had not ratified the ILO

Equal/Remuneration,Convention (No. 100), the principle had long been incorporated

in Iranian law. and that, :I;ran had ratified the Discrimination (Employment and

Occupation) Convention ~o. 111) in 1964. The real way of eliminating

diecrimination against women was to ensure that they received good vocational

training and to, change the traditional attitudes which were deeply ingrained

among both men and.women.

The principle of equal pay for equal work was. included in the Iranian

National Labour Code. In addition, many Iranian firms provided on-the-job

training for both men and women. Women could thus obtain the same training as

men; the test was whether they really wanted it.

Mr.s. MARINKEVITCH (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic) said that in

her country, ~lhere the Government owned the means Of, production, the standards

relating to working conditions, equal pay, ebc , , were scrupulously applied and

any violation was severely punished.

She supported the proposal that a convention should be prepared on the

elimination of discrimination against women,establishing, inter alia, the

principle of equal pay.. ,

The report of the International Labour Office was of great interest. She

agreed with the statement in paragraph 124 that what was needed 'above all was to

provide good education for wo~en and to ensure better co-ordination of the efforts,

pu,blic and private, to encourage them to take advantage of the facilities

available to them. On the other hand, she could not support the idea of an

adhe~bipartite committee in which employers' and workers' organizations would

, join in an effort to find a common approach to the ,full application of the

principle of equal pay (ibid., para. 12); there was no doubt that tpe former would-- \

attempt to 'impose their will on the latter.

I . . .

..
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Nor could she agree with the Director-General of the ILO regarding the

technical difficulties ,of interpreting the e:Jq;>ression l'work of equal value ll

(ibid. , para. 121, subpara., (2); the obstacle to equal remuneration did not lie,-- ,

in difficulties of interpretation, but in the discriminatory policy applied by.:

employers with regard to women; in any event, the expression llwork of equal value ll

was artificial and in itself implied discrimination against women•

In conclusion, she supported the proposal for the preparation of a draft·

convention on the elimination of discrimination against women.

Mrs. MACHADO BONET (Uruguay) said that the reportof.the International

Labour Office was extremely useful. She also agreed that eq~alpay should be

accompanied by equal educational facilities and equal access to high...level post's.

In Uruguay, the law made no distinction between women's~ndmen'swagesbut,

in practice,the'principle of equality was sometimes evaded; some Qccupatiqns
, . ,

were reserved for men; occupations regarded as typically female were classified

as "unskilled", even if they required a high degree of specialization;. the laws

protecting maternity were .often used to restrict the labour market for women ; .

the trade unions sometimes proved recalcitrant, etc. Again, labour inspectors

were men and ac~ordingly had little inclination to concern themselves with

discrimination against women. As for the familiar argument ~bout women's

absenteeism, surveys had 'shown that absenteeism was more frequent among. men.

Laws which were supposed to protect women prevented them from underta.king so-called

"dangerous l1 or "arduous" work and in fact limited. their opportunities,of

employment. It was for that reason that Uruguayan women had opposed the ILO

Convention No. 89 concerning night work of women employed in industry~

Some provisions of Uruguayan legislation were, however, genuinely favourable

to women, for example, those relating to maternity •

. Finally, the s'ituation of the most underprivileged womenrr(domestic and rural

workers ,for example) was slowly improving ,as the available advantages vTere

beginning to spread to them.

Mrs. PLUME (Associated Country vlomen of the World), speaking at the

invitation of the Chairman, drew attention to the problems of women in rural

areas, where educational and training establisbments were usually scarce. and
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employment prospects very limited. The Commisafon 'should urge Governments to

study ~ within the framework of UNDP country programming, the' means of

diversifying employment opportunities for women and gitls :L rural areas. In so

doirg~ Governments would at the same time check the exodus to the towns, where

those groups swelled the numbers of unemployed. Provision should also be

made for the further training or retraining of older women, so that they could

go back to work onqe their childrenvs upbringing had been completed.
,

Mrs. LEFRANC (World Federation of Trade Unions), speaking at the

invitation of the Chairman, said that, in the opinion of the World Federation of

Trade Unions, there was a close link between the elimination of discrimination

against women and the achievement of better living and working conditions for

all workers. Respect for ~he principle of equal pay involved training and the

need to combat illiteracy in women, to adapt their education to labour market

re.quirements and to overcome all other distinctions which were to their. .,
disadvantage and which restricted them to an unduly narrow range of occupations.

Women should be given vocational training which would enable them to reach the

highest posts in the occupational hierarchy.

Unequal treatment of women in the labour market was not directly related to

the stage of development of the countries concern8d~ since there were

discriminatory practices within the European, Economic COIDI;D:unit:r. The cause lay

rather :in economic and social structures. Practical measures should be taken to

integrate women in all economic, social, trade union and cultural activities.

The Commission should, emphasize the need for States to impose penalties on

employers who refused to apply the principles embodied in legislation to ensure

non-discrimination against women.

Parallel to its action at the national level, where the Federation was urging

that national development plans should ,be drawn up with the trade unions to

promote the advancement of women workers, it also supported international activities,

in particular the United Nations programme of concerted i.nternational action for

the advancement of women (General Assembly resolution 2716 (XXV')). Lastly, the

Third World Trade Union Conference, which was to meet at Prague in 1972, would.
be devoted to the problems of women workers and would consider how the trade

I:.. !
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unions could help to accelerate the ratification and implementation of ILO

Conventions No. 100 on equal remuneration, No. 103 conc~rning maternity

protection, and No. III ccinc~rning discrimination in respect of employment and

occupation, by a large number of'countries •.

Miss.BUSH (International Alliance of Women), speaking at the invitation

of-6he Chairman, said that ,the Alliance encouraged women to study and to obtain

vocational training which would enable them to find qualified jobs. In the

context of the fight for equal pay, the Alliance was demanding equality of

retirement age and pension rights.

II:rs. ERRST-HEI\fRIOIJ (International Federation of Women in Legal

Careers), speaking at the invitation of the Chairman, said that opinions were

divided on the, question whether social benefits formed. part'.ofwages and

salaries and warranted protection on the same grounds. In May 1971, the Court,

of Justice of the European Economic Community had delivered a negative

opinion on 'that point.

Referring to a. point r~ised by the French representative (577th meeting), she

confirmed that, in order to ensure protection of the right to equal pay,' the

remedy of an appeal to the courts had existed in Belgium since 1966. In practice,

unfortunately, it had not proved possible to make use of it, either becaus~ yomen

workers were afraid of repr.isals and dismissal; or because, since wages had been

fixed by collective negotiations, the trade unions had been unwilling to accept

intervention by an external tribunaL Moreover, the courts were s~a:rcely in a.
position to assess whether or not one job was equal to another; it was therefor~

essential to establish objective criteria for that purpose.

The CHAIRMAN declared the general debate onsubitem (c) closed.

(d) STUDY OF PROVISIONS IN EXISTING CONVENTIONS THAT RELATE TO THE -. STATUS (OF
.WOMEN.J.E/CN.6/552, E/CN.6/L.599, E/CN.6/NGO/233, E/CN.6/NGO/237)

Mrs. BRUCE (Representative of the Secretary-General) introduced the----_. . . . . ,

report of the Secretary-General on the stUdy of provisions in existirig

conventions that relate to the status of women (E!CN.6/552).

/ ...

.~;'
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Mrs. NIKOLA}:yA (Union l)f Soviet Socialist Republics) introduced draft

r~solution E/CN.6/L.599, proposing the preparation of a draft convention on the

elimination of discrimination ~gainst women. Sne read out a number of amendmentR
-c '

she had made to that draft resolution in order to take account of' the

observations of several delegations and informed the Commission that a revised

text would be circulated. The main change concerned the mention of UNESCO in
!(

operative paragraph 3.

Mrs. TILNEY (United Kingdom) exi1ressed reservations concerning the

preparation-of such a convention at the Commission's twenty-fifth session. The

Commission~hould not take adecision on that question until it had been studied

in grea~~r detail.

Mrs. SIPILA (Finland) pointed out that there was a Convention on the

Political Rights of Women (General Assembly resolution 640 (VII» another on

marriage (Convention on Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age for Marriage and

Regist~a.tion of Marriages) {G~neral Assembly resolution 1763 A (XVII» and

several UNESCO and ILO conventions which (already covered important aspects of the

Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women. To the extent· i

that those conventions were app1ie~, there was no need to include the same rights

in anew treaty. Her delegation believed that the question should be considered

further and·that Governments should be given an opportunity to express their

vfewsbefore a decision was taken. As for the text of the draft resolution itself,

her delegation would prefer operative paragraph 2 to become operative paragraph 1

and would like FAO and WHO to be mentioned, together with the ILO and UNESCO,

in operative paragraph 3.

Mrs. KOLSTAD (Norway) also thought that Governments should be consuli:!ed.

She agreed with the representative'of Finland that operative paragraph 2 should

come first.

Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt) saidtha.t no action should be taken which might

weaken the machinery for implementing existing instruments •. If a convention was

adopted, it should me"rely fill the gaps in existing conventions.

/ ...

.,

I.



'1'1''''-' tt'm

-71- E/CN.6/Min.578

I~

MissGEL~ (Canada) thought there was room for a convention on the

elimination of discrimination against women, but that it should be drawn up in

such a way that it would strengthen rather than impede the application of

~ existing conventions, particu1ar1yt~e IL.O conventions.

Miss CHATON (France) said she could ,not support the proposal of the

Sovietdelegat;ion, since she considered it inopportune to'prepare a new
, ,

convention at a time when .states were in the process of adapting their'legislation
, '

to the requirements ,of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
,

Cultural Rights, the~nternationa1Covenant on Civil and Political Right-s and the

Optional Protocol to the second of those Covenants (General Assembly resolution

2200 (XXI)). In her view, the ILO andUJ:I1ESCO conventions contained the elements

needed to fill the' gaps in the Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination

against Women.

Mrs. GRABER-DUVERNAY (World Union of Catholic Women's Organizations),

speaking at the invitation of the Chairman, pointed out that the Deerlaration on

the Elimination of Discrimination against Women did not specifically men~ion

race as a cause of discrimination and drew the Commission's attention to the

tragic situation of women in certain countries where there was racial

discrimination; in those countries theY,were victims of a double discrimination,

firstly because of their sex, and secondly because of t~eirrace. She quoted'

a moving accoUnt of the extremely difficult conditions of African women, which

the World Union had received from' one of its affiliated associations ina

country which practised apartheid. The Union therefore'associated itself with

other non-gover~enta1 organizations and with delegations which had requested

theCornmission to consider the possibility of beginning the preparation of- a draft

convention on the elimination of discrimination against women; if the provisions~.

which, although excellent in themselves, were'at present scattered among a large

number of international instruments, were gathered together in a single text, that

wo~d make it easier to ensure respect for all women's rights and would provide

non-governmental organizations with a better working instrUment.

The meeting rose at ~.35 p.m.

·1 . . •
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ensured that employers' and workers' organizations as well as Governments took

part in its decision-making activities.

One of the possible drawbacks of a new general convention for the elimination

of discrimination against women consisted in the risk of establishing standards

which were not precisely in accordance with those already laid down in existing

instruments. Such a situation might give rise to legal complications ~nd thus
, .

lead to an erosion of ILO standards already accepted by a large 'number of

Governments. Furthermore~ certain nuances might be overlooked in anall-t;:mbr,acing'

convention~ so that the effect might be to lower instead of raise existing

l)
~.

../....' .

Miss JOHNSTONE (Internationa~ Labour Orgi:misation) said that ~ while

sympathizing with the objectives sought by the USSR delegation insubmftting its

draft resolution on a draft convention on the elimination of discrimination

-73-

.' MINUTES OF THE FIVE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-NINTH MEETING

, held on Friday~ 18 :February 1972 3 at 10.50 a.m.

J\
There was an agreed division of function between the United Nati6ris, on the

one hand" and the different specialized agencies 3 on -the other. An important'

practical aspect of that division ~ which was set out in agreements forming .the

basis of working relations within the United Nations system, was that the

specialized agencies 3 unlike the General Assembly, were expected to possess

expert knowledge of the, technical matters within their sphere of competence. An

additional feature particular to the ILO was its tripartite structure, ,which·
.' . .' .,

, '".

against women (E/CN.6/L.599/Rev.l), she could see some drawbacks in the adoption

of a new ~omprehensive convention on subjects already covered by existing

instruments. It had been suggested that the ILO conventions. relating to. the,

employment of women needed to be reviewed and brought up to date. That could

certainly be done~ since a procedure for full or partial revision was provided

for in the final articles of each convention.

INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS AND NATIONAL STANDARDS RELATING TO THE STATUS OF WOMEN
(agenda item 3) (continued) (E/CN •.6/L.599/Rev.1 3 E/CN.6/NGO!238):· , .

(d) STUDY OF PROVISIONS IN EXISTING CONVENTIONS THAT RELATE TO THE STATlJSOF
WOMEN (concluded) (E/CN.6/552~ E/CN.6IL.599/Rev.13E/CN.6IL.60l~
E/CN.6/NGO/235 3 E/CN.6/NGO/237) " '
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standards. The incorporation ina general convention of matters dealt with in

sever.al specific instruments imposing more precise obligations might also diminish

the chances of ratification 6t:Chose instruments. There again, the tripartite

structure of theILO was an important factol' which should be taken into

consideration. Paragraph 239 ,(c) of theSecretary-General's report entitled

"Study Of provisions in existing coilventions tha·~ ;elate to the status of women"
, ..

(E/CN.6/55?) drew attention to yet another risk, that of competing international

proc~dures, which likewise deserved serious attention.

At a more general level, the representative of Finland had raised the question

of whether it was desirable to"continue singling women out for the purposes of

lab04r legislation. The ILO had always followed a policy of keeping special

stand~ds relating to women to a strict minimum'..' concentrating rather on

ensuring that women were tr~ated on a footing of equality with men in general

standards concerning all wurkers.
:. ,

In the light of aJ!1 those considerations, she entertained considerable

m.iSgi-v-ihgsregardingthe advisability of·adopting a new convention.

r

c

f·,

Mrs. CRATER (Tunisia) , whJ.le welcoming the ,idea of a new convention

,put fOI'wardby the Soviet delegation, pointed out that the Commission had had
~ )

little time .to acquaint itself with the Secretary-Generalis report and, in view

of its programme of work for the ... current session, would also have only a limited

opport~ityto discuss that important document. She suggested therefore that

the Commission might appoint a small working party which would meet well in

advance of the twenty-fifth'session to ~tudy the report and draft one or several

new conventions, the result.s of it,s work being communicated to other members of

the Commission in. sufficient time to ensure that the matter could be discussed

as apr:l.ority item at the twenty-fifth session. An alternative solution, 'which,.' . '.. .....,

however, she considered to be less satisfactory~ might consist in requesting the ~

Secretary-General to study the matter and to draft .a new convention or

conventions in the light of the information received from Governments.

Mrs. DEBATS~DENIS (B~lgium) said that the ILO representative's"remarks

-had confirmed her impression that the question of a new convention should be
\ ..

approached with considerablecircum.spection. The risk of conflicting standards
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had to 'be avoided' at all costs. Furthermore ,the Declaration on theElimin~tion

of Discrimination against Women imposed amoral obligationdn a~l,States Members

of the Unit~d Nations, whilst the provisions of a convention had to be,respe~ted

only by those States which ratified it. ,The preparatipn of a new conventdon

would in any event require a gr~at deal of time. For all those rea!=l.ons, she

supported the Tunisil:!-n representative's suggestion ,for the setting up ,ofc! a working

party to meet before the Commission's twenty-fifth session.

Mrs. BRUCE (Representative of the Secretary-General·) said, that if the

proposed working party were, to' meet in 1973, separate travel expenses'1ouldbe

involved. If, however , it met at Headquarters i:mmediatelyprior 'to the

twenty-fifth session in 1974, theiproposal might have no financ:i.al implications

at all.

Mrs. MACHAnO BONET (Uruguay)' said that her delegation was prepared to

support the Soviet draft resolution, subject to a slight rearrangement of the

text. The ques.tion of a new convehtidn was.undoubtedlY's. highly complex one,

but that' was precisely why the ,draft resolution proposed that, .the. cQ-oope~ation O'ff~~

Governments, the ILO and ,UNESCO should be enlisted. It waS also ':lnquestionably.

,true, that the preparation of anew text wO,u1d require ',a great deal of time and

effort, .but that had not deterred the Commission from drafting the DeClaration
I '" ", . ", .~ ,,-: -." " ,'.

on the'Elimination of Discrimination against Women. As for the objection. that the

time wa.s not yet ripe fora new convention, she fe,lt thatwomenalldverthe

world. were awakening' to the inequalityof their status ,artd no",\one co1l1d.· -peil ~f

the same interest and enthusiasm would prevail in a few years' 'time ~ For '.a11 ' ,
. .,'. .". .: .', ",- .. ,', ,...... . . - ", \',":-,:,':",: ..-'

those ,reasons she strongly favoured the idea of drafting a convention. As>far

as the method to b~ adopted :vas ~oncerned, she formally supportedthe'1'urfisian
-

proposal for the setting up of a working party; in order to avoid unne'cessary
" '. , . 'cl

expense, the working party might meet at Headquarters immediately before the

Commission's twenty-fifth session.
I

Mrs. TILNEY (United Kingdom) " introducing her .de.Legat.Lon ts amendments
". I .' . . ,'. ~

(E/CN.6/L.601) to the Soviet draft resolution, emphasized that ,further study was

needed before the Commission could decide whether anew convention was really

necessary and, if so, whether it would be preferable to prepare one or sevei-a'l,

l Cl·.' ..

','-i-i·' ..,,;;i!.·':' .
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new instruments. Before embarking on the task, it was essentia.l to ask
iJ~

Govermnents for their views and to give detailed consideration to the Secretary-

Gene~a.l"srepQ;r,t. She was proposing the deletior{/o;f the penultimate and final

preamb'U1a~paragraphsof the Soviet draft resolution because she could not agree
'-J' ,

that the existing conventions were i~adequate; her propoSed amendments to the I

~perat:i.ve .partofthe' draft resolution were designed to prevent the Commissior1!

from:bec:.o~ing involyed in preJti£l.j;ure' actiOn. However, in the desire not to

aI>pear~constrllctive,sl':!.e<was willing to support the Tunisian prqposal for the

set~inguP,ofaworkingpa.l'ty~ In. conclusion, she reque.sted that the United
" - .... ',.' - ,. ."'" \'_ .', ..... ,... - ,'c· - -,' '.' . •

IG:ngCl.QmamendIn~;n,t shoula.be'.consideredand voted upon as a Whole rather than

paragraph by para.graph.

t)Mrs.PROBST (Austria) also supported the Tunisian proposal. The working
t

$artymigh,tc:onsiderwhether it might be useful to extract from existing

conventions certain provisions on matters withi~ the Commis sion 's competence,

Su.c1l. a.s·the status 'of women in .family law.

Mrs.NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said )that the
I

prospect of encountering difficulties along the way should not deter the

Mts.ZAEFFERER de GOYENECHE (Argentina) likewise sup:po~ted the Tunisian

,propo$al, as also the Uruguayan representativefs suggestion tha.t the working

p~rty should meet >iIllIIled;i.ately! before the twenty-fifth session.

Mrs.SIPlLA (Finland) outlined the history of the Declaration on the

·~J.imi:riationOf])i.scrimi.nationagainst Women from its original conception in 1963

untl.li~sadoption by the General Assembly (resolution 2263 (XXII» in 1967.
.' ,'. .;:. ,".-' ,,''".. " ':" " . "',

Thefactthat~althoughiheDeclaration had undoubtedly passed through every

, stage intheshort~s~possible.t~nie, . the process had nevertheless taken four

years implied:thatthe pf}eparation of a comparable instrument would inevita.bly

bea:ien~thYmatter ; the'loss 6f'time imtolved in asking Governments for their

.···.view~bet'ore~mba~khlg.upon the project was therefore no di$advantage. In the
. (:"

lorlgrun, it might , save time. She agreed with both the United Kingdom and the

TUnisian representatives, but did not consider that their suggestions invalidated
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Commission from begin~ing the preparat~onof a new co~y~ntion; all difficulttes

could surely be overcome by a spirit of co-operatiop.. Th~({1>rep~:ra~ion of such

a convention would raise the level of the Commission'p activities and inqrease
\;.

its authority within the United Nations anC..)'among women throughout ,the)wprld.
Cl

The objection that, the time was not yet <ripe fora new. convehtioXlwas unacceptable;
.'\\ . ". ' ,,' " ." ,,' "

.on' the contrary ,if the Commission failed to talie such action" itwqulqbe,
:~, ~

'"

lagging behind events, and. failing ~,ojustifyit;s existence . She saw no POil~t '

in, setting upawork~.ng party ,especiaJ.ly ill-view' oftl}e'financial;imP:Licat~ons,

mentzi.oned by the represe~tative of the 'Secretary-General.. ' TheCommi~sion should

decide ;orth~ith that a n~w convention was nec(::·ssary;at.,thesl:UD,e t~~e it".should..~~.: .. , "~

invite 'the Secreta:ry-General to seek the views Of GovernmeftJ3~,and, o£'bburse"

it should ensure close collaboration with the 110, whose conventions wO'\lld"

continue to remain, in force.

Miss,SANCHEZ-TORRES (Colombia) sUPI'orted the Tunisian 'proposaL

Mrs. CHATER (Tunisia) said that shecouJ,d ~ee no contradictioIlbetween

the Sovi,et proposal and her own. So far as she could judge ,all members' were

agreed that the time had come for a new convention; only'the method of arriving

at such a convention ,was in questi.on, and the setting up ora sma1.lworkirig
", " . (' .,i:

party would appear to be helpfUl, in that it 'Would" allow more.time for reflectiOn
{} .. , • ,.,>,

and for the li(~.:1al process of draft;i.ng~ She was inclinedtofeei.,llowever~' that
\> .' ~... .. ' ' , ,:','

the working party shou~d meet at least thre,e mOIf~?sbefore'the7wentY-fifth

session in 'order to give in~mbers suffic5,:<;;nt .tinietostudyRheresultsbfits
-». .,'., ,f"""" <.«: :'~.:,<;:::Y',':. ,:,", '.' ,'~,,:,' ,;,",' ,,",,'.... :.,~., .... •.

work~ in viek of the importance of th:E:%.inatter' ; the finandial. implica.tions of
, : _,:,' -' ... ""', ' .. ' ,.:.'. ':, , .... "I.,~'1', __ . " ,', IT,' '. ).I,,~i:l,'· ''';-',""::,.:",,.,,:,//,''<':

a meetirig might surely be considered as justified:; ,,'.. .~j!'

Mrs.NAZANJO (Costa Rica) said. she was convinced that t1i£~re was

/0'..
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~. Mrs. MOHAMMED (Nigeria) said that, while she agreed with representatives

~ who had emphasized the dangers of a conflict of standards and of insisting on

~ the over-protection of women, she nevertheless wishe~ to emphasize that women,

particularly in. under-developed countries like her own, were still in need of

protection against physical danger and exploitation. In her country, ma.ny of

the jobs referred to under the concepti of "women's work", such as nursing and

primary teaching, had traditionally been carried out by men, and it was only now

th~"t it ~as beginning to be realized that-vomen were capable o.f doing what men

could" do, in some cases better.

So far as the proposed convention was concerned, her delegation was willing

to support any proposal that would promote the advancement of women. She wished

merely to propose that, in operative paragra;ph I of the USSR draft resolution,

the· words ."begin the preparation of" should be replaced?y the word "prepare".

Mr~. ERNST-HENRION (International Federation of Women in Legal Careers),
"speaking at-the. invitation of the Chairman, said that her first impression from

reading.the-rep<;>rt. of the Secretary-General had been that there WaS no real

.need:ror a (new convention, since most; of the provisions in the Declaration were

'coveredby existing legal instruments. However, the considerations put forward
.' ''0

RY theSecr'etary-General in paragraph 232 of the repo:'.-t had led her to modify

th~t view> Inspme of"the instruments ,tpe measures in question were only
~'Cl " •

,:~irl:im1,1ilimeasuresand were not necessarily appli,cable 'bothe entire population,

ol''tlle .:i.nstrumentswereonly ratified in part or.with reser,yations. In .all such-, " ' ',." ". . " ," '(.

caf!~si~herews.ssc,opefordiscriminationagaiIi3t.women.Moreover, many of the
c-: ,,",' ,'-' ','•.-;.;.---~", ,',." .'

ihSlrUments, ~Iiclu~i.ngth:~InterIia~iollalCovenant on EconOinic,. Soci,al and

"Cultural'Rights (GeneraloAssembly.. resoiution 2200 (XXI)) Were "promotional" in
:.':_.:··..i.,,:" ""_:".',:',J ',,;,',';,". ':.' ..?~:,'.:,:);:, , .: _ ",," -,' .. .,' '" ",".

chara.cter.and·didno-cimpo£le immediat~ly applicable obliga.tions upon States.
U' .i·,,;<.·. . .'. : <":'0 •.... '., . " ..'. c . '.'

IrilpleIP~nt.ationof the provisions was ·'~therefore dependent" C>11 the future goodwill
'~<r_,__ , '.: '" ,.:"1,,...' " .... ,,' ,:,'", ""'~" .... <', ,'..• ',,'''''> ,"'_',~

.oftlle .Statesin qu~stion> . For all those reasons, wh:i,le she did not f'eel:that
.: ,: __ '::'"""J;':,; ,,::,,:'''''::, ,;<",',.':.;;! . ":",J,"" .. " . (,,,,:,,~:_,, "",',':::'".-.,, • . . ':."i":/,,:,. '.'",,', ".',",_ .: ,(' ,,;,' ..., ':",.-' 0:,:'':-'' :;',

it·wa,Elnec~ssarYfor theCommi~sipn to take adecis;ionattheppref!enttime, the
'. ". ....•. .'.....c,>,' ..f ..... i 0 .. ' .... . .. . ....,t~l1..%:' '..... .. ..•.. . . ...' .. ..... ..•. ..•... ..... . .-. . . . .. '.. .. .... . .. ..": .....

.;cc·p:roposaLto prepare a dra.ft,·cG~~ntiori on the. :,elimination ofdiscrimina.tion

i) against women ~ho.Uld·.be .giYEm· ver-y serious pr~lilJ1inary.stuay.

/ ...

~.
\

'~,
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PROGRAMME OF WORK AND ESTABLISHMENT OF PRIORITIES. CONTROL AND LIMITATION OF
DOCUMENTATION (agenda item 4) (E/CN.6/565, E/CN.6/NGO/236)

Mrs. BRUCE (Representative of the Secretary-General), introducing

agenda item 4, drew the Commission's attention to the note. by the Secretary­

General on the review of the programme of work and establishment of priorities

and on the control and limitation of documentation (E/CN.6/565). The first part

of that note dealt with the relevant decisions of the General Assembly and.

of the Economic and Social Council. She wished to draw particular attention

to the recommendations of the Committee for Programme .and Co-ordination in

paragraph 5, and to the comments and recommendations of that Comml.ttee ;t:'eproduced
,

in paragraph 6. The most recent decision of the General A~sembly on the control

and limitation of documentation (resolution 2836 '(xxvIL entitled "Publications

and documentation of the United Nations") requested the Secretary-General'to

reduce the volume of documentation originating in the Secretariat ,by 15 per cent,

and the Secretariat had made a serious effort to reduce the documentation for

,. the present session of the COlJl¥lission and tio make it as conedse as,poss~ble.T~e

principles, set forth by the General Assembly and reproduced in I)aragraph17, fa)

of the note would also affect the, Commission's report on itspreserit session.
< .. i?- ·.0· . '. -, .... "..... ",,:-.;,\,'.'

The second part of th~notecontainedthe Secretary-Gener~l's sugg~stions

on the progr8.IllI!1e. of .work and the establishment of 'prioritie:;; aIldsho~la1;>eI'ea<l'

in conjunction wit~ the-programme of work' itself,whiclLwas repro.d~ced in an ,annex.

Many of the suggestions steIDIned. from the fac.t thatt~ecomllli~~~ionwas now~eetirig,..' ~ .. , '-, ',.

on a biennial rather than ona year:!::y basis. Tlle'presentationoftb.e progr;a.mme.

of work had been <a.lteredto comply with the directives of the Economic 'an.d'·
• I," ".' " .... ~--'-'.' -';"':::-' , ,."',,"

Socqial Cotmcil,. and was drawn up in terms of ,the.wor~oad ontlleS~c,:reta:rJf1;~

entail~dbyt~e Commission.' s decisions, '.ratherthan in terms oftheComirdssion's

agenda f&r _it s t;erltY-fifthsession. . .1J.1hespecificproposals relt:!oting, t<> :e~c}:l',
.\_'«' ,;' ,.. "...... ," .. "," .... - '0.. .. :,._ -, • _':"',"" ,.i":<' ',r'" ,-,':'," ,0;: ".,' ",P ", ,-<: ',: 1

proje~-:;twer-econ:tainedin section Aof partII. AJ,though:the',l:>l:'ogr,amme ,of, worK'
' -,,~L·' -.,..').... ,-' '.< :.: .' ~ "." .,''' ..•... ,'c. '.. , .. ~., " : ' .- .. .',' ,----:,.- ..<., .. , ',,'. ,"..'.: -..:. ~

.didnQ~. inc.ludetp.e~,listsofcoIDJilunica.tiphsconcerning :the.$!i~tUSbf,,'WPmeh,.'t;hc5se:'

lists~Quld ,co~tinue lt9be ,circulatedin~acco~da,nce~~hE~OriO~~Ccnd.:SOCial· ",',

'Council, ,teso.lutions1!r6(V)and" 3Q,4 I (XI )..Thepresentl?tqcedur,es,governing ,t~~

hand],ingof comtnund6~tions con~erning human ri,ghts were"'described in
:. , • .'".1/ (' (, .

•:pa.ragraphs.22~~28 of the rei;iortofthe Secretary-General entitled:' "StudY of Ii - ~'
,~" .. ,.>::, ,",',"'"

provisions in existing conventions, that relate to the .sta.tus of women" (E/CN~q/552).



Suchanattitude';was due tbcultural patterns which could be changed , and the

Commission must be a.ware-oftheimportance.of the mass communicat~on media in

,·.forming thoseculturalipatterns. It was- no l".)nger enough to rely on the family

'and the school. The mass COmniunicat~onmed{a, particularly magazines and

programmes directed exclusively to-tvards women , were. helping to create a false.. ~ - . - , -,. . - - - - -' .

ima.g~ of 'what ,~,woman should be, stressingqnlY one aspe~t of her per~onality

to>the detriment 'ofc""tne rest~

··.al$;

.1
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~~ JOHNSTONE (International Labour Organi~ation) said that the ILO

was fUlly prepared to accept the proposals contained in the Secr~tary-General's

note.

E/cN.6/Min.579

INTERNATIONAL INSTRtn~NTS AND NATIONAL STANDARDS RELATING TO THE STATUS OF WOMEN
(agenda item 3) (£S>nt~nued) (E/CN.6/L.599/Rev.l~E/CN.6/NGO/238):

(a) IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE ELIMINATION OF DIoCRIMINATION
AGAINST ,WOMEN (continue_d)* (E/CN.6/L.600)

~s. AGUAYO '(Chile)~ introducing the draft resolution of Chile,

Colombia ,Costa Rica and the Dominican Republic (E/CN. 6/L. 600), said that the

purpose ofthepr9posal was to include in the agenda of the Commission's twenty­

fifth session an item on the influence of mas~ communication media on the

. formatiunof an attitude resulting in discrimination against women. It was clear

that ,women th~mselvtlfl const~ti.lted one of the greatest obstacles to their own

progress~ They passively accepted the ~econdary role' imposed upon,them by men

and seemed in many cases eager to conform to men 1 s .1iraditional image of what a

womanshbulcl ,be:

The influence of the.mass communication media was a very important question
'V: h '

··tl;rat sh61.1ldnotbe neglectedbythe,Conmlission•. While she recognized that there
.~'-'''' :'.- ' _ " :_ '/. _: -,. .', '""1:..' ,"_. ,_ . '. '. : - - '. ' '. _ . - _ _ ,- _ -~ . : _ ' -':..... , - ,."," --:'; _ ,: .

were.'difficulties,'in particular financial' difficulties,~ in including a new
,;. 'Cl . " , .., ,- -. . .

0, subjectihthe Commission'si,rogramme of work, she' felt' t11at', 'in view' of its
-'-, - -~ "" -". .'-' .-. -7r ", ,. . ,"

'c' ' .. " .": . .... .' ". • .' '. . . . . ... ' . .' .... .... •. .0"·
importance',E19mewo.yrilUs't'be found of doing .so ; ,and she hoped th~_;{PNESCOwoUld

"r" ,... . ' '. . .-.'. . ." .. '..'. . . -. .", - ...' ,-/ . .'. ((
rlf 'ass;is;t"in"thepreparati(jnof 'the necessary studies;~o,.',ThespbnsoTs'dftheFClraft

.".: " . <_:~-. :::' :"" '1--".:; .. ",' _.: :', ',".:"'" _. -:':.;' " ':':, '., " .:, _ , _~: '.' "",.:' " .: :..,' -.. ,,':"- ,"" :"."'-'.. '_ ' -' '.. ' ..' "', ' ;

reso]utioIlhaddecidedto·· delete '.the iii'th,preambUlar',paragraph' and she" hoped

tha:b,Withth,talIletidlIlent,it''li61lldgain~heuna:nimo1is. suppo'tt of the

1
I. I
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Miss GELBER (Canada) said she was glad to see that subject brought

before the Commission and she would have no difficulty whatsoever in supporting

the draft resolution just introduced by the Chilean representative. In her OlVJn

country, for example, the excesses of the advertising industry had an extremely;
\),

harmful effect. She hoped that the proposed study would heap ridicule on such

excesses, since ridicule could often be a most effective instrument •

The meeting rose at 12.50 p.m.
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,
present form.

1/ Se'e United Nati9ns, Treaty Series, "11'01.266

held on Friday, 18 February 1972, at 3.15 p.m.

PROGRAMME OF WORK A!IID ESTABLISHMENT OF PRIORITIES. CONTROL AND LIMITATION OF
DOCUMENTATION (agenda item 4) (continued) (E/CN.6/565, E/CN.6/NGO/236)

~s. BRUCE (Representative of the Secretary-General) drew the

Commission's attention to part II, section B, of the note by the Secretary-General

on the review of the programme of work and the establishment of priorities and on
,

the control and limitation of documentation (E/CN.6/565)~containinga number of

suggestions designed to facilita~e the task of G~vernments in dealing with the

requests already addressed to them. The programme of work given in the annex to

that document was based on requests submitted by the Commission before the

twenty-foUl~th session. The Commission might wish to add further questions.

The Secretary-General had made no suggestions concerning the 1956

Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave Trade and

Institutions and Practices Similar' to SlaVery,l/ or the 1949 Conventicm for the

Suppression of the Traffic i:tl Persons and o~the Exploitat~onofthe

Prostitu~ion of Others (Gener~l Assembly resolution 317 (IV». In view of the

situation described. in paragraphs 36 to 38 of .the note by the SecrE;ltary-General,

the' Commission might wish to revis'e project i (a) (dv) {see E!CN.6/565,·annE;lx)

and decide whether it wi.shed to retain it .dn the programme of work in its'

Mrs. SHAHANI (Philippines) saidth~~ herd.elegatiop. aI:'proved..<t1:le ,

recommendations in the note by the Secretary-General, particularly those relating'

to the neW' sched:uling of reports concerning theDe~larati~non<,theElim.in:ationor
, .' _,' _ _ J _ . _ _ _" ,,' _ .,' " '_-_-,-.'.~,'--~.::,., ;_.',:' _,"",~~,".'_:"'.\_.:~.",~"_

Discriminationagainst,Women (ibid. ,paras .28.,..30). In the view: ioftheJ:E>hflippine.
'J 0 .: '.' ....". -

delegation, the. question of the working.conditionsof.VTomenII1agrlculture,.which'
was of particular interest to developing countrie's, ':s'hould be. iriclud!ea. .irith$ .

.programme of work. 'rhe' ilNewsletteJ:" 'on the' .S£atu.~o'f''Wonien''con~a;irieayUse:fi.ti.··/

information and iisPublic~tiohshoUldbereta.ined in the prbgramme~

~s. KOONTZ (United States.of America)

General's recommendations for action to comply with.



~s. DEBATS-DENIS (Belgium) suggested that a small working group should

be 'set up to finalize the programme of work.

Al
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ICOONTZ (United States Of Ame:dca) "

the Commission on

OU,l.J-VY'l!JlU.Li:I.i:I.L\.J~.~ OP Prey,entiop. of piscrimipatiqn and, Protection

slay~ry"butnot withtha~ of

EI.CN.6/Mi~.580

Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt) supported that suggestion. Since the Convention

for th~ Suppre~sion of the.Trafficin Persons and of the Exploitation of the

Prostitution of Othe~s was not at the moment being considered by other United

Nations organs" she thought that the Commissio~ should deal with that question,

perhaps, by requesting information on the implementa.tion of' that important.
/

instrument.

Mrs. NOOR (Indonesia) said that the main difficulty in combating
. .

prostituticm-wasthe lack of information. The Commission should therefore

obtain data and carry out studies on a problem which seemed to be

Economic and Social Council. She supported the suggestion of the P~ilippine

representative concerning the "Newsletter"; in her view, the "Nersletter" should

not only continue to be published but should be given a wider circulation and

should include many items of information which Member States needed in order to

have a complete picture of activities relating to the status of women.

Mrs.SHAHANI (Philippines), Mrs. MACHADO BONET (Uruguay),

Mrs~HUVANANDANA (Thailand) and Miss CHATON (France) approved the Egyptian

representative's suggestion concerning that. Convention.

Mrs'. SIPILA (Finland) said she' also thougb,t that the Commission should

,keep 'that question on its agenda. The non-gover-nmentia'l organizations should be

encouraged to obtain as much information as possible on the subject,asthey were

oftenin'abetter'positiontodo .50 than Governments.

l" ,
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Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that, in view

of the resolutions of the' General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council,

the Commission, which met only every tl.;o years, should choose the questions to

be included in its programme of work with great care. It should, in particular,

apply the following criteria: the programme should include questions of interest

to all countries; it should not include questions which were already being

examined by other United Nations bodies; it should deal with questions relating

to the status of women in society, i.e. not only questions relating to the'

struggle for women is rights, but also to the significant' cont:db~tion that women
,

could make to the development of their countries; it should not include questions

of secondary importance. 'On the basis of those criteria, the Commission shoul.d ,

in her view, retain in its work programme questions relatingtointernatiorial '

instruments with a bearing on the'status of women and their professional D

activities and drop questions which properly bel6u'ged' to the sphere o'f competence

of the Commission on Human Rights or the Population Commission. Theprior~ties

should also be reviewed. There were too many questions relating to ,theeffort~",

of women to obtain their rights and ensure their observance and too little 'space

was given to the role of women in the maintenance' of p~ace and the development·

of- their countries in present condition~'of technological progress. More
()

emphasis should be placed on questions relating.tosocial services, materna:land

child welfare, the improvement of leisure activities 'andtheposition of women in

rural areas. The best procedure would therefore be tos,et up a. small working'

group to revis~the programme and establish a sound ba.lance betwee,Il ,a,lithe

various q~estions.

Mrs. !'¥RINKEVITCH(ByeIQrUssiari SoyietSociaiistRe~llPI:i.c)

the need to ;~void overlapping bY' eliminating from the work programme all

of minor import~nce.which Cam~"Withinthe.sphere. 6fcOlilpetence:'of~ther
organizati~ns. Prominence should be given t.o' questioniilwhich relat~d::to

important aspects of the presemtsitJa:tiol1 : Of woken ,anti wh:i.ch'baJ.le4, f~r
by the, Whole community. Fo~ ~~ampl~,the'~uestion o:t~t;hepr~btect:ion'of women

and'children inemergenc:y" ancl'~rm~dcoriflict.:int:h~st~'Uggle~6frp~a~~,
self~determination,nationalliberat,i.o~·and independenqe Should:,'not



included in the programme but should be given a high priority. The inclusion of

that question in the programme would meet the requirements of Economic and Social

Council resolution 1515 (XLVIII) on the protection of women and children in

emergency or wartime~ fighting for peace, national liberation and independence.

J)
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Mrs. NOOR (Indonesia) also thought that the programme of work should be

reviewed. The Commission should not~ however, refer a question to another body

unless it was .sure that that body would study it in the way the Commission
I •

desired. With regard to the question of priorities, while priority should clearly

be given to questions of interest to the community as a whole, certain problems

which. were of great importance for particular regions of the world - and in

particular for the developing countries - should not be neglected. She approved

the suggestion for the setting up of a small working group, which would take

account of the various views expressed during the plenary meetings.. . .
Mrs .. SIPILA .(Finland) also approved that suggestion. In deciding which

items should be given priority and retained .in the programme of work, 'it was

eE;sentialto keep the Commission's function in mind•. The Commission had been set

up in order to fight for equality of the sexes and combat all discrimination on

the grounds of sex. Private law' was the main area in which women's rights wer-e

not recognized and the Commission would be failing in its task if it did not

give priority toquef3tions relating to private', law. Moreover, although it was

true that the ~opulation Commission was concerned with \family pla?Iling and

fe.rtility ,i"tf3approach. was different from that of the Commission of the Status

of Women. It was~ of course, important that women should ex~rcise a greater

influence in.l3uch areas as the maintenance of peace, technological progress and

traiping, the .. use. of leisure time or rural development, but those were sectors
.,

which concerned. men as well asWQmen. Moreover', leisure time and rural

develG>pment Were more the concern O;f the Commission for Social Development. The

Cbmmissionon'the 'Siatus ofwome~' should concentrate on enabling women to increase
"",'.-'j.'.(:{:' :·."'.",,-i .. , - .':' --.:" - .11;-:. - "-,' -,' -- .

theirpart:t:cipation in ,9,11 political bodies, so that they could influence the

decisions't~enat"bot~tne national and internati;~al level.

"-/0".
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,";

The CHAIRMAN noted that there was general agreement on the establishment

of a small working group which would take account of the various observations

,made in the course of the debate. She invited representatives who wished to

form part of that group to give her their names at the end of the meeting. 2/

Miss GELBE~_ (Canada) said that preferably the working group should be

very small.

The CHAIRMAN declared the general debate on agenda item 4 closed.

INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS AND NATIONAL STANDARDS RELATING TO THE STATUS OF WOMEN
(agenda item 3) (£ontinued) (E/CN.6/L.599/Rev.l, E/CN.6/NGO/238):

(a) IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE ELIMINATION OF'DISCRIMINATI.ON
AGAINST WOMEN (continued) (E/CN.6/L.600)

Mrs'. AG~AYO (Chile), referring to the draft resolution proposed by

Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica and the Donrirrlcan Republic (E/CN .. 6{t.. 600)~ informed

the COlIlIllission that, at the request of several deleg~tions, the sponsorsn~d.made

the following changes in the text: in the thirdpreambular paragraph. the words

lithe mentality of the great majority of wo:r;nen who tend to continue pass~vely to
.~-

accept their status fI should be replaced by the words lithe deep-rooted attitudes
" \

in men and women which tend to perpetuate the status quo il
; in addition,

operative paragrEl.ph 2 should now read as follows:

"R.eg,uests the Secretary-General to communfcabe the resolution to

Member States with a vi~w to their transmitting information on the attitu~e$)

adopted by the masS communication media on this subject, for consid.eration

at the next session."

Mrs. BRUCE (Representative of the Secretary--General)s,aid she wl:2.s"af r t\i d

the new text was not SUfficiently explicit either as regards the in:f'orma.tion"to,<
'l\."

be supplied by Member States or as regards the'use to be ,made..~ .

Secretary-General.

2/The composition of th,e Working(~roup wasasf'ollovTs:BelgitUll,· ,',',r«
Byelorussian, Soviet Socialist Republic, Dominican Republic ,Egyp~,FiJ:11artd, Ftanbe t· t

~ndonesia", Niger~~a' , Philippines ,Tunisia, Union of Soviet Socia,liE!t)~epqblics,'"
UIiited, Kil}.gdom of (j.rea,t B:dtain I:md North.ern Ireland, "United States ,ofA1Ile:dca..~·"
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Miss ZAHRAN (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cult'ITal

Organization) said that UNESCO was naturally greatly interested in the q~estion

of the influence of mass communication media in the area under consideration;

she agreed that it would be useful to carry out a study on that subject, which

should have a sociological basis. However, UNESCO was already planning to

submit in 1974 a comparative study on .the relationships between employment and

the opportunities provided for 1/;omen, as part of its tyro-year programme. It

might therefore have difficulty in undertaking to make a further study which it

would perhaps not be able to complete before the Commission's twenty-fifth

session.

Mrs: AKRAWI (Iraq) said that text books and.curricula also played a

role in creati~gthe image of women, and suggested that op'erative paragraph 1

should be modified accordingly.

So far l3.S the proposed studies were concerned, Governments could entrust

them to their universities.

MisS~HATON(France) said that she too thought that the item to be

included in the agenga of the. twenty-fifth session should be worded in more

positive terms, Such as, fOT example~ IlInfluence of massconununication media on

the formation ofa new attitude towards the" role of women in society. ii A phrase

such as nin order to increase awareness of all 'the forms of discrimination

affecting.the'dr way. of life" mi.ght also be, added •

. Mrs. KOLST~ (Nor~ay) proposed tha~tthe meeting should be suspended

toenahle the sponsors of the draft resolution to prepare a joint textiIi

con$ultation.Witllthe deiega.tionswhicll ha(i proIiosed amendments •
. ' c" ,'.'.. _,' , ... - ' ... ,: .'_ '" '., , .. ,- .... i.· ..· :- .... ": '",".:, r. -..,,:':.' .., . '.' ". ",

. Itwas"so decided.
~ ~.

'-

Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt) thought that the item to be included in the agenda

of the twenty-fifth session of the Commission might be worded on the following

lines: "Influence of mass communication media on the formation of an image of

women'which results in'a discriminatory attitude towards themll
• It might even

be preferable to find .a more positive wording and speak of the influence of

mass communi;~at/jn media on the creation of a new image of women.

. .
",~"",,~-t"~J'I:~-"':"'7":.7C'-:"""'~~~::::::'=;::~::--=-:::::--::::~;;L-::X-~::::;:~_-;-:;":~~_7':';~_'~":::':.":~:::'.~.::~:c..","::~.-;;-,,",':::': :':-~-~'-r;-::~_~.:-:.7""'. ·,-~r·~· -~··'T:-;';:::;:·:_·',:,-,,::':::':..-'-",'..:;';:'::;-;:,::·:C,~·~_--,-CU~
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The meeting was suspended at 4.35 p.m. and re~ed at 5.l5-E~.

Mrs. MARTE de BARRIOS (Dominican Repub~ic) introduced the revised

text of the draft resolution.

The draft resolution, as amended, was adopted unanimously.3/

~eeting rose at 5.32-E~.

.~

3/
.document



MINUTES OF ,THEe, FIVE HUNDRED AND EIGH~Y-FIRST MEETING

E/cN.6/Min. 58~,-91-

held on Monday, 21 Fe't:lruary 1972, at 11. 50 'a .m,
<j' " -', """ •

* Resumed from the 576th me~ting.

11 Subsequently circulated under tb~ l:iymbol E/CN.6/L .. 602/Rev'.1.·

Mrs. CRATER (Tunisia) introduced her delegation's subamendments

(E/cN.6/L.608) to the amendments of the United Kingdom (E/CN.6!L.601) to the USSR
, . . - . . , . . ~ .~ .

draft resolution (E/CN.6/L.599!Rev.l) On the draft Gonvention on the elimination

of discrimination against women, and her de'Legatdont a amendment (E!CN.6/L.609>'

to that draf~ resolution.

. .

INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS AND NATIONAL. STANDARDS RELATING TO THE STATUS OF WOMEN
(agenda item 3) (continued) (E/cN•.6/L. 599/Rev~1~ E/CN: 6/L. 601 ~ E/CN .6/L.606,
E/cN.6/L. 608 ~ E/cN.6/':4. 609) -. 0 .,

(a) IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION. ON THE ELIMINATION OF DISCRIMINAT,IQN
AGAINST WOMEN (continued) (E/cN.6/L.603) '. I

(b) POLITICAL RIGHTS OF WOMEN (continued)* (E/ON.6/L.602)

Mrs. MOHAMMED (Nigeria) :introduced her delegation's amendment

(E!ON.6!L.606) to the USSR draft resolution.

Miss 'GELBER (Canada) read out a revisedversionl! of the join,tdraft

resolution on the employment of womend.n senior and other ProfessionaL positions

by the secretariats of organizations in the United Nation,.s system, originally

submitted by Canada,Ohile, Egypt~France, Indonesia, Iran~ Japan, Nigeri.a,

Norway, the Philippines and the United Kingdom of Great Britain' and l~qrthern

Ireland under the symbol E/ON.6/L.602, and of which Belgium~ ColC?mbia~ Costa,Rica,

Liberia, the United States of America and Uruguay had. also become sponsors.' In

view of the s~ortage of time, it had not.been 'possible to obtain all the

sponsors' approval of the revis~dtext, which she hoped to be able to submit to

the Commission in writing at the next meeting.

Mrs. SRAILI.\NI (Philippines):Lntroduced draft resolution:E:jCN.6/L.603 on

the implementation of the Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination

against W6mel1~ on behalf of her own delegation and those of Uruguay, Japan,

Thailand and Indonesia, which were now' co-sponsors. By agreement with ~he
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co-sponsor13 s she proposed that 'che word "and" after the words "~t .Lar'ge" in

°op~rative par~graph7 of the dra.ft resolution should be replaced by a comma and
'" ,/ ;

that the following passage should· "be added at the 'end of the paragraph:
"

"and (c)tl,1e low status of women in rural areas~ specifically those women

engaged :in\l.griculture ~who"make .up the majority of the labour force in

some of the:;;e countries".

After a discussion in which' Miss GELBER (Canad~)~ Miss .CHATON (France),

Mrs. ZAEFFERER de GOYENECHE (Argentina), Mrs. NOOR (Indonesia) and

Mrs. MACHADO BONET (Uruguay) took part;"I'!lrs. SHAHANI (-Phi,lippines) agreed on

behalf of the sponsors of the draft resolution to the 'amendment of the new passage

at the end of operative paragraph 7 to read as follows:

"and' (c) the low status of women in rural areas in some developing

countries, especially those in agriculture, who make up the majority of

the labour force in some of those countries".

Mrs. BRUCE (Representaivv~ of the Secretary-General) said that it might

be advisable to specify the year in which the Commission wished the Secretary-
I .

. General to issue the pamphlet referred to in operative paragraph 10 and'

,accordiI),gly sugge'stedthat the words "without delayil in that'paragraph might be

replaced 'by the words' "Ln 1972".

~Mr~.::;;.~.~. .....-::..;=~=- .,(Philippines) accepted that suggestion on behalf of' the

sponsors.
k .,

Mrs. SIPILA(Finland) said that since she had mentioned in her,---'-,'-'-'
statement (573rd meeting) concerning the Declaration on the Elimination of

\ - . .' . - " " ., ,- ~

D~scrimination against 1ilqmen that th~ Delcaration had been translated immediately

af'ter its adoption in 1968 ~ into Finnish,·a.lthough that language was not mentioned

in the documents now before the Commission, she suggested that the word "s,ixteen"

in operative paragraph 3. should be replaced by the word "seventeen".

Mrs .§HAHANI (Philippines), speaking on behalf of the sponsors , agreed.

IOil".

,.

!
l.
I
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(c) EQUAL PAY FOR EQUAL WORK (cont;i.'nued)** (ElCN~6/L.605, E/clt.6/l:,.607)
~..-

Mrs. HUSSE1N (Egypt)~. introduci.ng, on .behalfof her deleg~tion and of
---.. . - . '. ; .... . ',', . ..'~.'>' •

tihoae of Austria and the Philippines,: '8. draft rr;lsolutiop. on equal pay for equal,

work (ElCN.• 6lL.605), said th.a~ the sponsors h:ad, agreecl to the insertionofAh.e

following new operative paragraph 2, reading as follows:

"Expresses the hope that Member States of the United; Na.tions i~hich

have not yet acceded. to 1LO Convention No. 100 will do so without further

delay;".

The remaining paragraphs would be renumbered accol'dingly and the word

"Also" would' be inserted at the beginning of the new operative paragraph 3.,

Although the principle of equaL pay waS now accepted as- ab(;3.sic ,stepiri
t.. _ _ _ \ _ ,', .r!'

advancLng the status of. women. in..economfc life, many States, par.tiestoILO
;' - -'.' - .', - - - '.", - "..:':

i ;,

Convention No. 100 realized that l\atification did no:ten~ureautomatic.

application. Job classification was one of thepractic~l me~ns of 'solving some

of the problems posed by the discrepancy 'between lai., and. fact.·

Mrs. BRUCE(Representative of the SecretarY~Gene.ra.l) informed the

Commission, in accordance with rule 28 of·the'r1l1esof procedure'of,thefunctionl;il

commissions' of the Economic andSoc~alCouncil~ that operative paragraph 5

(the former operative paragraph 4) of the draft resolution would have certain

fi~ancial implications which wereatpresentb~iIigcalcUlated.2l

** Resumed from the 578th meetihg.

2/ The note by theSecretarY··General on the financia/imPlicatiohs~Of
proposal in document ElcN.6/L.605 was subsequently' cirCUlated as document' .
E!CN.6/L.6l5.

Mrs .HUSSE1N (Egypt) ::L<?cepted the afueIldmentonbehalfofthe. sponsors

of the draft resolutiQn.

Mrs. BOKOR (Hungary) said that she supportedthedraftre~olut:i.on,
11·

su.bject to the information to be provided on its financial ,implica~ions. She

suggestecl that in the new operathreparagraph 2 the words "acceded to"Shou:1dbe

replaced by the 'W;or,~ "ratified" to conform.with the lLO,'s procedure-.

l~

,d,

.,.
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Miss GELBER(Canada) hoped that the sponsors0:f the draft resolutions

,t·

I . ., 0

I

The meeting rose atLlO p.m.,'J,

'Ill' 11' p,_'

. ' - .....

would draw aclElard.iSltinction be'tweenthe technical aspects of the matter and

the principle involved. The Commission waS cbncerned ~ith the principle of

eq~al.paY for equal work and sho~ld rightly be kept informed of developments.

It~h()Btd,howe,¥er,avoid giving tl:\€\ impression that it was to be involved ,in or
,., . . . \

d.uPl.ice,te thei' kind ,of expert tecnnicalwork that could be performed only by the

CQI!l:Petent 1:>.ody~i.n thEl. present instance the ILO.

,The CHAIRMAN suggested that~ since the two draft resolutions were',------.- .
similar ~ the s~on~ors should try to combine them.

Mrs,. HISLAIRE-GUIsLAIN (BEllgium) introduced her d~legation's draft

resqlutionon equ~l' p~y for ~~ual work (E!CN.6/L.607), which was 'similar to draft

re"solutionE!CN.61r..605 except that it was addressed solely to the ILO and that
•

it also requested the ILO to analyse the concept of pay. Such an analysis was. .. '.'.

importa~t in order to 'secure the equitable application of the principle of equal

pay forequ~l work.

MrS. AKRAWI{Iraq)suggested that in vie'il1 of the differences in methods

1:>etweencQuntrieSl, any combined dra:rt resolution should'request Member States,: " .. " .. " .. .. .
to, submit their own job analyses and evaluations as a basis for the ILO study.
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MINUTES OF THE FlVE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-SECOND~ETING
\~
',.r

held on Monday~ 21 February 1972~ at3.3B p.m.

INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS AND NATIONAL STANDARDS RELATING. TO THE STATUS OF WOMEN
(agenda item 3) (continued) (E/CN.6/L.599/Rev'.1, E/CN.6/L.60l, E/CN.6/L.606~
E/CN.6/L.608~E/CN.6/L.609): ~.. .
(a) IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARA~ION ONTHEELIMINA~ION OF DISCRIMINA'TION AGAINST

WOMEN (conCluded) (E/CN.6/L.603) ,

'I'Mrs. SHAHANI (Philippines)~ referring to draft resolutionE/CN.6/L.603

on the implementation of the Declaration on the. Elimination of Discrimination
//. "0 -' ..<.'., }!<' ..,

against 'tlJ'omen, sUbmitted by Indonesia ~ Japan~ t:hePhilippines, Thailand and
:. ...

Uruguay~ read out the amendments which had been proposed at the 58lst meeting.

These were l(a) to replace the word "siiteeni1in operative paragraph 3 by

"sevenceen'tj (b) to add the following sentence to operative paragraph 7: U(d) the

low status of women in rural areas in some developing countries; speqific~lly'

those women engaged in agriculture, who make up the .majority of,thelabc,ur force

in some of these ,countries" ; and (c) to r-ep.Lace the words' "without delay,Lin

, paragraph 10 by "in 197211
•

Draft resolut,ion E/CN.6/L.60~as.amended~wasad6Ptedunaniznously.ll

Mrs. TILNEY(United Kingdom) referred'to the subameridments bf.Tunisia

(E/CN.6/L.608)~to the amendments proposed by the United Kingdom C~i':N.6/L.60l)~

to the USSR draft resolution (E/CN .6/L. 599/Rev .1) .6Il the dtaft 'cozivention on the

elimination of discrimination against wom.en, and proposed. amendments to those

subamendmentsas I'ollows': iriparagraphl~ the words "bel1.E;lving it desirabl.~ii

should be 'replaced by the words "believing that ·it may' bedesir~blelia.nd·the

words ';all forms of" should bedelet'ed; in paragraph 2, the'words."'thedr~:rt
j~ , ,

i"ter"ational i"strumentsto ]j~su1>l!iitted t9it\'·!>oU1.d b" .replaced b,. "t!>". l
~:o~::~:e:0]j:9:~::t::::~:~t::t~:~rap/) 3• the words".co~ and'! .!>OUle,)

~~-~!;~

'."

1/ The text of the resblution adopted was
docUIllent E/CN.6hL.6ll.



E/CN.6/1Ifin.58~

I . . .

same proportions as in the.· Commission.

Mrs.SIPItA (Finland) pointed out that previous'working groups had had

a membership of nine, a figure which made it easier to ensure the representation

of all geographical groups~

Mrs. SIPILA (Finland) asked how the six members of the working group

would be divided among the various geographical regions.

~Mrs. CRATER (Tunisia) said that they would be divided in roughly the

Miss. GELBER (Canada) asked the Tunisian representative if i~ was

proposed that the working group should pr~pare a te~t on its own or that it
~)

should collaborELte with exp~rts in the Ul1ited Nations Secretariat.

o Mrs. CRATER -(Tunisia) said that the, group would work in collaboration

not o:t;lly with United Nations experts, but also with experts in the ILO and

tmESCO.

Mrs. 'NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that she

~ouldnot acc~ptthe United Kingdom amendments to draft resolution

E/CN.6/L.599/Rev.l, because their effect was to postpone the preparation of a

convention indefinitely and even to cast doubt on its desirability..

The Tunisian subamendments provided for international instruments instead

of for a single convention and they failed to define the terms of reference of. .
the proposed working grqup sufficiently clearly. The Soviet delegation¥ould

agree to the establishment ofa working group~ provided that it met during the

session, of the Commission so that it could 'Work in consultation with delegations.

The Soviet delegation had no objection to the Nigerian amendment

(E/CN.6/~. 606) to draft resolution E/CN.6/L.599/Rev.1.

Mrs. BRUCE. (Representative of the Secretary-:G~ne:ral) gave some provisional

"info~ma.tionon the financial implications of the Tunisian proposal. 'The cost of a,

six"member. vTOrking group meeting in New York would be $3 ,900 ~·.the subsistence

expenses of the participants being borne by the Governments concerned. Some

expenditure wo~ld also be incurred by the ILO and UNESCO.
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Miss GELBER (Canada) said that she shared the Soviet delegation's

doubts regarding the, effectiveness of a worki~g group. She thought that Member

States should be consulted and accordingly proposed that the ,Commission should

request the Secretary-General to invite Goverl~ents to communicate their views On
•. . lJ .'- "', ,,' "

the.question of the p:reparation of a convention, to pUblish their repliel? and to

submit them to the Commission. In the light of the results, the Co:mmissionbould
~ '. '" t~

then, if appropriate, invite the Sec~eta:ry"'Generl:l.lto prepare '8. dra~ text.

Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)' thanked the n

Cahadiandelegati9n for its suggestions; she saw no objection to all Membe~

states being consul.bed •

. The CHAIRMAN proposed that the CoIilIDission should continue the fol19wing

day its discussion of draft resolutionsrela~ip'gtQad~~ft: gOPYe:I1t~Qn_Qn:!;he

elimination Of discrimination against women.

PROGRAMME OF WORK AND ESTABLISHMENT'OFPRIORITIES., CONTROL AND LIMITATIOm OF
DOCUMENTATION (agenda item 4) (continued)* (E/CN.QIr,..604)

Mr. ELLISON (United Kingdom) introduced" oh behalf of 11is d~~egation

and those of Austria, France and the Philippines ,draft resolution E!CN.6/L.604 on

the revision of the programme of work and the establishmentofprio:rities and on

the control and limitation of documentation, and:read out the vario~s amendments

which had been made to the original te~t.2/ I'

~

Mrs. SIPlLA (Finland) l:l.sked whether it ·wasreallydesira'ble

Commission to draw up guidelines fortlseby Governments inprep~:ring repo:rtson

the implementation of the Declaration 6n>th~ElilIlination,OfDisqrilIlin~tiQn,against
Women. She thought "it would bepreferl:l.ble for that to be •done. by tIle Secretariat ••"

Miss GELBER (Canl:l.da) and Mrs. ANDREI (Romania)agteed.

Mrs. BOKOR (liungaty) aisoagreed with the Finnish rep:resentativ·e. Sh~

pointed out that certain Governments hl:l.dratified ILO' andtmESOOconvent'ions linder

which tpey were called uponto submit information; the:rewas<a..danger <>fi:)

duplication between those'reports and the reports requested in the draft:resolutipn.

* Resum.ed·from the 580thmeeting~

2/ - The revised text of the draft resolution was, su'bsequently,~zirc1ila.ted

under-tile symbol E/CN.6/L.604/Rev.1. - "
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Mr.f ELLISON (Unite,cl' Kingdom) said that, in view of those comments,

the sponsor's of the . draft resolution would withdraw the proposed guidelines.
) '. '-l;

thE!refore proposedtp amend, the text and would merE!ly req.uest the, Secretary-. ~ .

'General,. inprE1paring guidelines, to take account of "the proposals contained in

the draft. resolution.

Mrs.'KASTALSKAYA (Union of Sqyiet Socialist Republics) sai,ll that the

questidn ofi~~~ctices similar to slavery came within the sphe~e of compe~ence of
• c!;' •. , ,;r

the Commission on ijuman Rights. "FurthermorE!, that form of explpitationhad
"I

virtually disappeared. Th~ Commissionqn the Status of; ~0men shoul~ study
-.:,,:-:;;:- .../..'

'~/

questions which were of ge~uine int~rest to women.

M!:.s~ ZAEFFERER. de GOYENECHE (Argentina) thought that the, guidelines

should ,be prepared by the Secretary-General.

Mrs. JOHNSTOJ.'iIE' (International Labour Organi:;;>,ation), referring to

Qper~tive paragraph' 4 of' the draft reSolution, said that she had misgivings about

'the invitation addressed to specialized agencies and hon-governm~ntal

organizations todescribe.developments which had taken place during the period

'uhderreview ~ If' the Secretary-Genera:l- received:lnformation db'ec~ from

'Goverfunehts,,' it was difficult to see what the specia:lized agencfes were expected

to do • They could ijardly be asked 'to analyse the inforIllation submitted by

GovernIl1ents, since that would impose too heavy a burden:onthem. The question

needed further stUdy.•

I' . Mrs. SHAHANI (Philippines,) said that the question of the guidelines to
o ,~. . '

,. be given to 'Governmentsfbr preparing repoi'ts on the>;implementation of the

Declaration had. been raiked in the re'port ofthe'Secretary~Genera.J.,onthe

iniplementationoitn:-~Declaration(see" E/CN. 6/548, paras'. 7 'and 8). The Commission

sh9ul'q, therefore -ta,ke a 'decision one way or the other.' The guidelines could' be1,-> "
prepared either 'by the Commission or by the Secretariat, but they were essential

, ,

if coherent' and uniform replies were to be received.
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Mrs. KOLSTAD .(Norway) efrPressed her regret that

~ adopted the draft resolution on the legal and social status

. 11 Seethe report of the Commission on the Status of )'lomenoriitstwent~..:'·\
'. third session '(Official Records of the •Economic and Social Council ,FortY-eighth .

Session .,SupplementNo.6 . (E/483l),chap"XIII ,annex,sectionII, .dra.ft
resolutions V and VI ) • '.

!y See off:lcial'RecordsoftheEconomic .and Social Council Forty-eighth
§.ession, SUPElement No. lA (E/4832/AddOl), p. 15. j

THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN THE. FAMILY (agenda item 5) : "

(a) STATUS OF THEUNMARRIED.i40T!IER(E/CN.6/548/Add.l, E!CN.6/562, E/CN.6/NGO/23l,
E/CN.6/NGO/241andCorr.l,E(CN.6/NGO/242)

.. ,'" Mrs. B~UCE. {Representative of the Secretary:-General) reminded the

Commission that, at. its twenty-third session, it haq.recommended two draft

resolutions for adoptioIl·by the .Economic and Social counci,1.1I Draft

''f "resolut*bn V, ~ntitledHThe unm.~rried mo'!"her and. her child: theirsocial

.protection and the question of theirintegratioIl .in. societyil ,. had' been. adopted

by the Council as resolution 1514 (XLVIII) ~ Pursuant to paragraph 2 of th~t

zeso.lutLon, 19 Governm.ents and one specialized agency had forward,ea. infonp.ation,
,:,' . ,- " - " " , " ',-,-"" . , , : : '-," . .'..'-: :.

which was reproduced in chapter IV of the' report of theS'e.cretary-QeneII11 ~)Ilthe

implementation of the Declara1?io.n on the Elimination of Dis,c:riminatio.nagainst

Women (E/CN.6/548/Add.l). The Council had decidedtofotW'ard dra.ft"resbltitibfiy"I}('
, . \. '. . ....• . .' ." " ,'. .', .

entitled "The legal and social status of the. unmarrie'!d mother", to the . '.

Governinents of Member States for their comments and to ifL\rite .theComm:tssipIl to

reconsider the draft resolution in the light of'the repiies received,~tBY
30·.April 1971, 31.Governments h~d forwarded their. replies ..': Meanwhile , four·

Governments had forwarded replies which it had not proved possible.to inclu.de in'./..'

the report of.t..he.Secretary-General entitled "Comments of GovernmeritsOIldraft·

resolution.VI adopted by the Commission bnthe Status of Women at its twenty..., '-,' .., . "

third session" (E/CN. 6/562 f. A number of Goirernmentshadcommunicatedthe texts

of their legislative provisions ap:plicable.tounma±-riedmothers. In View of the
" ' ." . . . ,{~ " ," "-"ft" ': ."... "

rules regarding the limitationofaocumentatiqn, i:t ·hadbeendecide'!cl.nottc)

reproduce those texts; they could , however, be consulteq.by delegatio~ls"which

so requested.
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'51 Ibid., Supplement No. 6 (E/4831L paras. 120 and 122.
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Miss GELBER (Canada) said she would provide the Norwegian representative

w*th some material' which might be useful to her in preparing- the draft

t~asoluti(m.

Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt) said that She had originally expresseq. reservations

concerni!1g draft resolution VI. She belieYedhowever, that a new draft resolution

which took account of the observations submitted would now have more chance, of

being accepted. Her attitude had ,been-somewhat negative, firstly, because of

the social stigma attached to· the UnIllarried mother. inEgypt,and secondly, because

~ ~

of .the report o:r:the Secretary-General on the implementation of the Declaration ,

it wasstatea:that,where:i.t wasreportedth~_t,no serious problem was pos·e'cl.'by

the~ntegrationofthe-?;i;mnarrledIlldther' and her child in soe:i.ety,m.ention was

made Of the) fact that the ,enactment of progressive legisla.tionhad eliminated
, " . "'\ -

di.sGrimi:na.t:i.on·aga~nstthem (see E:/CN.6/548/Add.l~ para. 6). In her view, it'

woi!.ldha.vebeen!>referable to present the quesfri.on in broader terms and to speak

no"t'O':f'the"unm-arriedmotherilbut of thellsing~e pa.rent"; in that way, account
,

, GoUld have been, taken olf the rights of, the, fathe,r as well as thOSe of the mother and

the integration of 'children born out of wedlock would probably have been

fa.ci'litated. H~wever, as the question had been submitted to the Council in terms

of the "unma.rri,ed,mother" , it would be better to retain that expression. She

proposed to submit a dra.ft resolution based on draft resolution VI and taking

- account- of the replies from Gover'nmentis , correspondence and communications from,

non-governmental organizations in particular, and the comments that would be

madeinthe·course ,of the present discussion. It was extremely difficult to

,formulate general guidelines concerning the legal and social'status of the'

UnIllarriedmdther, since their situation varied according to the country and the

region and also from case to case.'

<:'--'

that'dra.ft resolution llad been drawn up in accordance w:l.th the'spirit of the
,',;". ""'" ,,', ,ii - ,
- proVJ.sJ.onslcadopted by the Sub-Comm.ission on Prevs,ntion of Discrimina~ionand

pi,'bte.ctionof Minorities. _arid, in line w:tththe proposals made by a committee of

,fheCounc:tl ofEu~o:pe.5/ However, most of the 31 Go~ernments which had replied

had' supported the draft 'resolution in principle, with theresuJ.t that the

Commission's task- Should now be easier than it had. been in 1970. In chapter IV . ()'
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social .services provided the unmarried mother with
. ':- i~!') ,.)

assistance and also provided aervfces fq,J;.'!;the CAild.
. ' .' , I)

organization~. TheEgyptian

medical ~ financial and legal

Mrs~NOOR (Indonesia) said that her delegation, :w.as not in.a posftion

to ::>upport the establishment of rules governing the legal and social status ,of

the unmarried mother for the simple reason that., in Indon~si~,marriedwomen

still had no defined legal status , although the Government.~asatpresent.iworking
", .... , ,

on that question. Moreover, tbe situation of the unmarried mother did nQt) pose
. -,',

any problem in Indonesia. Most of the population wasMoslemand,in accordance

with the present customary and religious law,a pregna~t- girl had tomarryi;he

natural father. or another man immediately so that··the child could be born in,a,;

normal family ~etting.

,.:
the legal situation in Egypt concerning the legitimation ofpirth .wap(:ia~isf'act()ry.

The ,unmarried motherwasa,utomatica.lly regiR,teredas the mqther of t!rechild. Dd

\'. . " . ," • ' , . , ,- il,. "'-:"'_'''''':>,',''.:':

The father ~ if he recqgnized his paternity ~ became the 'child'sJ,egalf~tlie:t",.1fittt .
, , ':., ,_ ",t'} '12. • , ,\.,<': " ., " ~-, :/;, .;,<", ,':::--, ... ", ::', ,',<.-'.'-,':"::,.:" ," "'f!.:.Y.-,

all the qbligations. whichtAatil1lplied•. It was rare fqrwomentg'fcile~,p.t~;rPity.

suits, but it spmetimes. happened T~erea:L problemw~sthe social,<)st~gIIlEl,;":

women.in such a situation needed the assistance of social services or women I,g
Ii

~"

..it., ,a)

0
-/ ,.

md

'. '>,.

...

,
~AN.DREI (Romania) thought that the Commission should tackle the

problem of the unmarried mother ina more dynamic way. The replies ,from

Governments demonstrated thEl,t :the protection o,f the young~as essential 'to enable

women to exercise their right to work w1.thouta sense of insecurity" Such

protection was in the interests of children and of society. There was littlEl.. \ ' .., .. .. .'. "

dangel" of harming the unity of.the family, since women ingeneraJ, wanted. to ,have

a home and a-lawful. husband. The pr9visions of dl"aft resqlution V.I coincidedwi.th
-,-

the principles of the relevant Romanian legis:J.ation~ The Comn.tissionShould'ren,ew

its request'to the Council in a .draft r€soluti6nwhich tookaccouIlt of all the

views e~presseQ.

Mrs.'MAC!IADOBONET(Uruguay) said that pUbJ.icop'inion~hadchanged

that the integration of the unmarried moth~r i.n society was now easier tllanit

had been. Motherhood out ofwedlockc;hould .not, of cour se , beenco\lrage.d~ but

where that situation arose, society could not reject the W'rtnarriedmother", since

t . . .
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lead her to prostitution

for determination of

she-was generally ina difficult situation which might

or even to suicide . ~he' Uruguayan Civ'ilCode provided
'..... .

paternity andgave,the unmarried mother the right to demand that the father should

coht:l'ibuteto.thechild ' smaintenance. 80 far "as social protection was concerned ,

:ri6':distincti'oh wag"/macrb between the marriedwomanwith chi.Ldr-en and the
>,

unmarriedm9the~~~ ,
~)

!\it's. ItbUH:E(Iran) said that the situation of the unmarried mother did

n.b1? pose serious' problems ir;l. her country. Because of the influence of Islam, it
, , ,

was gonsideredthat the family had to be protected as the basic unit of society.
• I)

It<paternal' fili,ation was; 'established, the father had to marry the unmarried

IIldther. 'Iftne ,father was already married, he had to take the child I smother

ia.138.,se'8ond'Wife.!f paternal filiation could" not be established, the courts

dec,ided whether the mQther was in a position to provide for the child. 'l'here

were,f3.cfiaiservices,Which took care' of the mother and of the child, but those

-serVicescoliJ:'& be improved.' She considered that the problem of the unmarried
',.',,": -,,,,.' -" .' .,-: - - -', . ,',,', -;, - -.,\

mother'cou.1dbestbesolved, not" so much,by enacting legislation on her behalf,

but 'by developing', the sense of moral responsibility in young girls with regard

to -the familY-and society.
/'

Mrs.'DEPETRIS(Chile) said that the married woman had fewer rights than-,--'----'--' _. -,

the iliunarriedG-W0Il!-an,' since there were certain'thi!,lgs she was unable to do without

o' ~~.r"husballdl s pe~ission.~h~t situation changed where the WOlllan had children.

Ifshe-was 'not married , the' cllildre,n were ,at adisadvan.tage. The law made a

cl,istirict:i.on petweenthe legi,t0.mate child. born in wedlock, the child' born out of
, ' ->,.,',' . -',

vi~d:l()&k, Le. .recognfzed by oneJQ:r b07;thofthe parents, the illegitimate [child

>a.ndtheadoPtedchild.Legi~iii!~il::hE}~liit{'iren.were in
i

the most advantageous
"'»,."\"";,:,-,-"".:'-",.--,'(j., ,,' ,,' ,", ,', """"",<:-,\ "" "'.-'," •

- position..:, butriew legislation w£L3under study with a view to modifying that
~~':<"'iP·'JJ0/" ,,)' ,""',,' ,-. '," , ,', '

situation. ')Such a reform would be 'of" great value, since at 'pl'esent the laws
0,": :,:':, .. ',_ .,."-- , ",,' ," ,", ' , ;', __ ,', '," "". ",' , ~

g.i!3.Criminated "a,gainstthe unmarried, mother, who gener~lly had great difficulties

,:i.nwol'Ir.:ing ,and in maintaining her child.
-'" ,...-" "'::>",'~': "', ",)i,· ",- '.. ',' , .. -', \ ,,'.'

Mrs. NOOR (Indonesia) said th,at her delegation understood the expression

"s~nglepal:'ent"to apply not only to the unmarried mother, but also to the father

\) or"' mother who was widowed, divorced or separated. \

/ ...
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Miss CHATON (France) explained that the French Government had not replied

to the Secretariat inquiry on the status of the unmarried mother, partly because

the legislature was in the process of amending the provisions governing filiation.

The new lew had been published in the Journal Officiel on 3 January 1972.

With the change in mores, the social situation of the unmarried mother in

France had improved. The unmarried mother was entitled to all social security

benefits if she was a wage-earner and to social welfare if she was not. On the

birth of her child~ she received a Hlivret'de famille H which made 'it easier for

her to, secure the appropriate benefits. The very young unmarried mother was in a

somewhat special situation. If she sought shelter outside her family, she wa~

taken in by a home for unmarried mothers (maison maternelle) from the time of

confirmation of pregnancy to the third month after the birth of the child. She

could then go to a hostel for unmarried mothers (hotel maternel), of which there

was one in each departement, until the child reached the age of, two years. In the

hostels an attempt was made to ,give the young mother vocational training and find

her accommodation. ' Where a young girl who had not yet finished schoolb~came

pregnant, she could, either, remain with her family and continue her ~chooling by

correspondence, or attend one of the establishments set up for such cases in
large cities.

She informed the Commission that, when the law on filiation had been drawn

up, account had been taken.of the discussions of the Commission on the 'Status

of Women at its twenty... third session.

The meeting rose at 5.50 p.m.

" / . ~ .
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3,500

2,800

'6 ~300

us dollars

E/CN.6/Min.583-105-

Total

Translation, revision and typing of a manuscript of

approximately 70 pages into t\~O ~ther languages ••.•• ~

Reproduction and distribution in three languages

MINUTES OF THE FIVE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY··THIRD MEETING

held on Tuesday~ 22 February 1972, at 10.50 a.m.

* Resumed from the 58lst meeting.'

!I The details of the, financial implications of draft resolution
E/CN.6/L.605/Rev.I-.E/CN.6/L.607/Rev.1 (combined) appear in the note by the
Secretary-General subsequently circulated as document E/CN.6/L.615.

, ,

~BRUCE (Representative of' the Secretary-General) said that the

financial implications of operative paragraph 5 had .now been established, and'

were as follows: l/

resolutions sponsor-ed respectiyely by Austri'a , Egypt and the Philippines '"'

(E/CN.6/L.605) an~ Belgium (E/CN.6/L.607). The sponsors now included Finland,

whose name had unfortunately been omitted~ and Iraq. The combined ,draft

resolution reproduced all the substantive ideas contained in the two previous

texts. Operative paragraph 4 (c) met the point made by the Canauianrepresentative

the previous day, since it provided that the International Labour Office,sqould

include information on the progress of its research in its periodic reports to

the Commission instead of, as provided in operative paragraph 3 of draft

resolution E/CN.6/L.605, submitting the results of its study to the Commission

at a future session.

INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS AND NATIONAL STANDARDS RELATING TO THE STATUS OF WOMEN
(agenda item 3) (continued):

(c) EQUAL PAY FOR EQUAL WORK (concluded)* (E/CN.6/L.605/Rev.l-E/CN.6!L.607/Rev.1
, (combined) )

Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt) introduced draft resolution E/CN.6/L.605/Rev.l­

E/CN.6/L.607/Rev.1 (combined), which was a combination of the two draft
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"
That estimate covered publication in English, French and Spanish., The additional

qost of publication in Russian as well would be $2,000. The figures were based

on the production of 400 English, 2,000 French and 2,000 Spanish copies, and

lPOO Russian' copies if it were decided to publish in that language.

Miss JOHNSTONE (International Labour Organisation) suggested that the

words after lito continue to study" in operative paragraph·4 (a) shquld be

replaced,by the wording of the ILO Equal Remuneration Convention No. 100:

"measures to promot e objective appraisal of jobs on the basis of the work to

be performed Ii •

She also suggested that l for practical reasons, it might be desirable to

delete the words following "( a) and (b) above 11 in operative paragraph 4 (c),

since the~ concerned a task which was 'primarily-for the trade unions. The

International Labour Office would, of course, pass on in the ordinary way any

information that it might receive from the unions.

Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt) said that the amendment to operative paragraph 4 (a)

was acceptable. S~e could not, hpwever, understand the ILO representativeYs

objection to operative, paragraph 4 (c) and feared that the. proposed deletion

might result in the omission from the periodic reports of any relevant information
I

received by the International Labour Office.

Miss JO~ETONE (International Labour Organization) said that she

had no objection to the inclusion of the words in question; she had mer~ly wished

to explain th~ situation.

Mrs. HISLAIRE-GUI?LAIN (Belgium) th.ought that operative paragraph 4 (c)

should be retained in its existing form. She appreciated that the International

Labour Office had no power of control over trade unions, but it could at least

exercise some pressure in collective negotiations.

Mrs." KOONTZ (United States of America) pointed out that, whereas the
- ,

wording used for the title of the agenda subitem and in the heading of the draft

resolution was "Equal pay for equal work"; the report by the International

Labour Qffice (E/CN.6/550) was headed "Equal pay for work of equal val.ue ", It

was impor~ant to take account of that distinction in terminology and of the

'.
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...

reasons behind it. In the United States of America, difficulty had been

experienced with the legislation on. equal pay because it had been found that there
\

w~s often no discrimination against women in the matter of equal pay for the

same job, but that discrimination existed in respect of equal pay for jobs

requiring the same skill and training.. It had finall;'l been decirled to refer to

equal pay for comparable work, Le. work assessed as having the same value to

soci~ty. It would be necessary for the Commission to clarifY its intention for

the purposes of the study carried out by the International Labour Office.

Mrs. HU$SEI! (Egypt) agreed with the United States representative. In

the opinion of the spo~sors of the draft resolution, it would be preferable for

the International Labour Office's wording to be used in the title.

Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republi::s) requested, a
--..,------ .

separate vote on operative paragraph 5 of the draft resolution in view of its

financial implications.

Operative paragraph 5 was adopted by 18 votes to 3, with 6 abstentions.

Draft. resolution E/CN.6/L. 605/Rev .I-E/CN. 6/L. 607/Rev .1 (combined) , as amen~ed,

was adopted by ;7 votes to n~ne, with 1 abstention. 2/

(b) POLITICAL RIGHTS OF WOMEN (concluded)* (E/CN.6/L.602/Rev.l)

Miss GELBER (Canada) introduced the revised draft resolution on the

emplOyment of women in senior and other Professional position~by thE;!

secretariats of organfzatIons in the United Nations system (E/cN. 6/L. 602/Rev.1).

on behalf of the sponsors and drew attention to a number of minor drafting changes.

Mrs. BOKOR (Hungary) said that, although she was prepared to support

the draft resolution, she felt that it did not reflect the main problem. The fact

"<that the principle of equality of men and women was not fully applied in the

United Nations Secretariat reflected the situation in Member States. The

situation in the United Nations oou.Ld not be changed until the situation in, each

country had been changed.

*
2/

document

Resumed from the 58lst meeting.

The text of the resolution adopted was subsequently circulated as
E/CN .6/L.621.

/.,...



MissGELBER (Canada) agreed with the USSR representative that the------- '..
principle of equitable geographical qistribution should be respected but did not

believe it would be affected by the draft resolution. Vacancy notices could

mention the requirements concerning geographical distribution.

Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) suggested that the
~,

reference jn operative paragraph 3 to the right of individuals personally to

,apply for vacant positions should be deleted, since it might conflict with the

principle of equitable geographical distribution.

Mrs. KOONTZ (United States of America) opposed the deletion. The right

in question existed but individuals might be unaware of it.
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Mrs. ~IKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) requested a

separate vote on the words in question.

The words "including more extensive publicizing 'of the right of individuals

~ersonallyto apply for all vacant positions" in operative paragraph 3 were

. adoEtedby 23 vote.s to none , with 3 abstentions .

Draftre~olution.E/CN.6/L.602/Rev.l as a whole was adopted unanimously

wit?Out. chang~.3/

FROGRAMME OF WORK' AND· ESTABLISHMENT OF PRIORITIES .. CONTROL AND LIMITATION OF
DOCUMENTATION (agenda item 4) (continued) (E/cN.6/L.604/Rev.l)

.. '

Mr.ELLISON{UnitedKingdom) introduced. the. revised draft resolution
. '

on the programme ofw.orkana· establishment' of priorities and on the control

8lldlimitation of doctimentation{E/CN.6/L.604/Rev.l) on behalf of the sponsors.

The revised version mentioned theConvent:Lonforthe Suppression of the Traffic

~"iI1 ,Petosdnsand. of the Exp16itatidnof the Prostitution of Others and the
·5.1~·.. .:»: '.' .

SupplementaryConvention.onthe·Abolit:i.on ofSlavery~ the Slave Trade and
;-; -... ,',', ' " ",', t .>::

Instituti()ns and Practices Similar to Slavery ~ in order to ensure adequate

repor:tihg,on their implementation as far as they concerned the status of women.

~
i

·1
i

31 The text of the resolution adopted was subsequently circulated as
document E/CN.6/L.617.

'CO
I . . .
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Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union.of Soviet Socialist Republics) proposed the

insertion of the words "including information on the practices of aEartheid and

colonialism, which are the worst form of' al.avery." after the word "Slavery" in

the fifth line of operative paragraph 4.

Mr. ELLISON (United Kingdom) said he did not regard that amendment as

acceptable. It was clear from the preamble of the draft resolution for adoption

by the Economic and Social Council that some aspects of slavery fell within the

competence of the Commission on Human Rights, which was actively concernedwifh

apa!t~ and colonialism. The draft resolution was concerned solely with .

practices of slavery which affected women.

Replying to a question.from Mrs. BRUCE (Representative of the

Secretary-General), Mr.ELLISON (United Kingdom) said that the words "set out in

the annex to this resolution" at the end of operative paragraph 1 of the main

draft' resolution should be deleted. The words "of the Prostitution" Should be

inserted after the. word "Exploitation ll in the sixth line of the last preambular

paragraph of the draft resolution for adoption by the Econo~ic and Social

Council.

Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) req~ested,a

separate vote on her amendment.

Mrs. HUSSEIN,(1!lgypt) said that there was a precedent for including a

reference to apartheid and colonialism, as they were mentioned in the report of

the Special Rapporteur on Slavery.

MissGELBER(Canada) thought it woulq.besufficientto mention the_.. .. ':
, . .

various conventions; to expand on them. would make th,e draft resolution too

The USS~ amendment was adopted by 14 votes tor, i-T±tll r ~bstentions.

QEerative p~ragraph 4 of the draft re'solution for adoption by thS.··EconoInic

and Social Council, as amended, ·wasadopted by 15 votes to. 4with9abstention~.

Draft resolution E/CN.6/L.604/Rev.l as a whole, as amended, was adopted by

23 y?t~~~o n~ne, with 5 abstentions. 4/

~/ The text 61' the resolution adopted was subsequently circulated as .
document E/CN.6/L.620.

/ ...



THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN THE FAMILY (agenda item 5) (continued)

(a) STATUS OF THE UNMARRIED MOTHER (continued) (E!CN.6!548!Add.l, E!CN.6!562,
E!CN.6!NGO!231, E!CN.6!NGO!241 and Corr.l, E!CN.6!NGO!242)

Mrs. AKRAWI (Iraq) said that in Iraq, as in m~ny Islamic countries,

there was no difference between the legal status of the natural child and the

legitimate child, but considerable social stigma was attached to the unmarried.
mother and her child. Establishment of paternity, however, made a child

legitimate, in all respects. Paternity was established when a man admitted a

woman's claim that he was the father of her child.

$ill. Ii ..%[;IXil·11
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Mrs. ZAEFFERER de GO_~~ (Argentina), amplifying the information in

the Secretary-General's report entitled "Comments.of Governments on draft
.' .

resolution VI adopted by the Commission on the Status of Women at it.s. twenty-third

session" (see E!CN.6/562, p. 6), said'that the Argentine Act No. 14,367 of 1954
~

had abolished legal and official discrimination between legitimate and

illegitimate 'children and also between the various categories of illegitimate

children. Formerly, filiation proceedings could be instituted only on behalf of

natllral.children, whereas they could now be instituted on behalf of all children

born out of wedlock. The only exception to the equality thus created was that,

in the case of an illegitimate child bo~n to a married woman, filiation

proceedings could not be instituted against the mother, although she could

vplootarily acknowledge the chfLd> Recognition of a child carried with it the

legal obligation of maintenance ~p to the age of 18 years and the child. acquired

·thr entitlement to an inheritance half that of.a legitimate child .. The basis of

the Act was ~he need to protect the child from injustice, not to undermine the. ".

institution of marriage, which was considered as the foundation of normal society.
,

Refer~ingto draft resolution VI, which the Commission; at its twenty-third

session, had recommended for adoption by the Economic and Social Council

. (see E/CN.6/562 , pp. 2. and 3), she said she was surprised at the wording of

." opera.tive paragraph r , Prejuclice against t~e unmarried mother was a matter of

irrational emotion. Moreover, the unmarried mother was no longer the ignorant,

penniless, working class figure of' former times. It would be preferabl~ to

refer in the draft resolution to the elimination of the effects of such lack of

understanding on unmarried mothers and thus l~ their children.
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Her Government agreed in general terms with draft resolution VI, subject to

a reservation on operative paragraph 2 (b) (v) concerning inheritance rights.

Mrs. NIMY (Zaire) said that in the tradition of her country all member-s"

of a clan, ,except women assimilated by marriage, had to be the descendants of a

common ancestor. Although tran~gressions against ~hat law were no longer

punished by death, both unmarried mothers and their children were still sub jectied

to extremely harsh treatment by the community. While generally deploring that

situation, she nevertheless felt that the provisions of draft resolution VI went

rather too far in offering assistance and security to the unmarried mother, and
;'~?>

might actually encourage women to have children out of wedlock, especially in

countries like her own, where the married state entailed many hardships. Some

distinction could perhaps be drawn between unmarried mothers whOSe situation. .
was due to a reasonable CaUse, e,-g. the prolongation Of their studies beyond

what was regarded as normal marriageable. age, and those who had no such

justification for condu~t which in her country was still viewed as reprehensible.

Governments should, in her opinion, assd st the children. of urnnarried mothers

once they attained school age, but not before, since, it was importan~,in the
,I •

circumstances she had described, to deter young women .fromirresponsib~e

sexual behaviour.

Mrs.TILNEY (United kingdom) drew attention to recent developments

the United Kingdom in comiexion with the status and' welfare of illegitiI)late

children. The new legislation which had been introduced would undoubtedly ·.0,0·.
much to improve the situation of the unmar:ried mother and her chi~d,butma.ny

diffic·ulties still rema.ined to be overcom.e,such as the continued use of the

word "bastard" or "illegitimate" in legal documents, theproblem.s which arose

the putative father was unwilling to append. his name to a child's birth ..

certificate, the question-of adequate housing for unmarried mothers and their

children, the widespread reluctance of working unmarried mothers to absent

themselves from work when iil, and the r~sk of death in infancr which' still

remained relatively high in the case of illegitimate children, despite the:f'l3,ct

that the unmarried mother enjoyed the same medical.facilities as other mothers.

Organizations such as the Women's National Commission and the National Council

/ O. 0
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Mrs. PROBST (J\.ustria) .noted with regret that only 31 Governments had

forwardedt~eir comments·on draft resolution VI; in particular, she wondered
.' . ..•... . ." .

whether~he absence of' Norway from the list of responding Governments implied that

'the repl'!=lsentatiye of NOrway, who had in fact sponsored the draft resolution at
.. ",'

the Commie;sion'st,went,y-third session, had been acting in her personal capacity

rather than on behalf of her Government.

The.Government of Austria was one of the nine listed as being in agreement

with many of the principles of the draft resolution. The legislation containing

a new definition of the legal status of the child born out of wedlock, mentioned

in the report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the Declaration
~

/ ...

for the Unmarried Mother and .Her Child were giving consideration to all those ..
.'

problems and were putting forward recommendations for dealing with them; on the
_.... <'~!.

question of housing, for example, it .had been suggeat.ed that special accommodation

with day-nursery support might be provided to enable the mother to go out to work

in the. knowledge that her child was being safely cared for in her absence.

An attempt should be made to analyse the reasons for the continued increase

in the rate of {llegitimacy. In many cases~ one of the fundamental causes was

a lack of education and understanding of the real meaning of parenthood. It was

encouraging to read in the Secretary-General's report (E/CN.6/548/Add.l) of the

steps being taken in a number of countries in. the field of education for. ,
parenthood; the progress report by the Special Rapporteur, Mrs. Helvi Sipila:

(Finland) (E/CN.6/564), which the Commission 'would be discussing under agenda

item sCc) (Status of women and family planning) would also be of great interest

in that connexion.•

In conclusion, she remarked that t.he status of the unmarried mother and her

child might .hsefully be- considered as part of thE7 broader issue, already under

study in tp.e United Kingdom, .of the family with only one parent. With .modern

developme~ts fluc4 as increased urbanization and mobility of labour, the problem

of the one-parent family had recerJ.tly become particularly acute; its serious

consideration by the Commission would doubtlesS bring forth new, constructive
,. ,

and. Practical ideas and recommendations of 1;:lenefit to countless such .families

throughout the world.



on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (see E/CN.6/548/Add.l,

para. 27) and in the report of the Secretary-General entitled "Comments of'

Governments on draft resolution VI adopted by the Commission on the Status of

Women" (see E/CN.6/562, various paras. under the heading "Austria") had come into

force in Austria in July 1971, and, as a result, illegitimate children no long~r

had to suffer any economic disadvantage. However, the Austrian Government was

anxious not to introduce improvements in the legal status of the unmarried mother

which might infringe upon the right ~f the illegitimate child; such a situation

might arise, for example, in connexion with the mothers' right not to disclose

the identity of the child's putative father. Where the mother's surname was

transmitted to the child (as specified in paragraph 2 (b) (i) of draft

resolution VI), the question arose how it would be possible to avoid reveRling

to the child his birth out of wedlock, if the mother remained unmarried. If she

later married a man'who was not the father of her child,'the name of her husband

could then be transmitted to her Illegitimate child, so as not to reveal the

fact of the child's birth out of wedlock. A fUrther difficulty was related to

the phrase "whether working or not" in paragraph 2 (b) (vi) of draft

resolution VI. Under the Austrian social security system, an unmarried mother

not in gainful employment was excluded from certain social benefits, such as

pensIon rights. She accordingly suggested that the subparagraph should be

amended to specify that the social security measures which mothers should enjoy

regardless of their family status were only those directly relating to maternity

and to the upbringing of the child.

Mr!3. SHAHANI (Philippines) recalled that at the twenty-third session

her delegation had abstained from voting on draft resolution VI, because it was

partly at variance with provIsions of the Philippine Civil Code. Following

discussions 'With leading legal authorities in her country, she believed .that there·

now existed a growing consensus of opinion in favour of reviewing· those provisions.

However, while· agreeing with the United KingdoIJ1 repr~sent~~tive that the prOblem

of the unmarried mother and her childwa.s an important one and meritEidthe

Commission's continued attention:, she would maintain, her previous position should

a draft resolution on the subjer.:t be submitted and put to the vote at the

present session.

~
I,
I
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Mrs. D,ElBATS-DENIS (Belgium:) emphasized the importance of providing

material, psychological and medical assistance to the unmarried-mother from the

moment when she became aware of her condition. While the situation of the

unmarried mother could in some respects be subsumed under the more general one of

parents bringing up the family single-handed, it was nevertheless a specific

situation, in that ~t occurred outside the framework of marriage; the unmarried

mother needed special help if she was to face the present and the future with

any sense of aecurity. The assistance given might take the form of helping the

mother to find suitable housing, giving her vocational training and help in the

choice of a job,'and providing nursery facilities for the child. Special

measures were.being taken in Belgium to provide assistance for singl~ women with

dependent child~enunder the age of 16. In particular, legislation enacted

as recently as July 1971 ensured that family allowances and maternity benefits

were now payable to any persqn, whether working or not, with dependent children,
,

provided tha~:personis means did not exceed a specific maximum. 'With regard to

housing and child. care facilities, the Belgiarr.Government attached great

importance to avoiding solutions which might result in segregating the unmarried

mother and her child from. the rest of the community.

It was a matter of considerable difficulty for the Commission, especially

bearing in mind the wide variety of cultures and traditions represented, to

distinguish between the interests of the unmarried mother and those of her child;

indeed it was almost,impossible to dissociate the prob~em of the unmarried mother

from that of the legal status of children born out of wedlock. A study on that

'subject was at present being carried out under the auspices of the Commission on

Human Rights, and it would be regrettable if the Commi.s aion on the Status of

Women were to pursue its work on the topic under consideration'without due

co--ordination with the work of that body.

The meeting rose atl E.m.

, /0 0.
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MINUTES OF THE FIVE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FOURTH MEETING

held on Tuesday, 22 February 1972, at 3.20 p.m.

In the absence of the Chairman, Mrs. Shahani (Philippines), Vice-Chairman,

t09~L:!?he Chair.

THE ROLE OF iVOMEN IN THE FAMILY (agenda item 5) (continued):

(a)' STATUS OF THE U~ffiRRIED MOTHER (continued) (E/CN.6/548/Add.l, E/CN.6/562,
E/CN.6/NGO/231, E/CN.6/NGO/24l and Corr.l, E/CN.6/NGO/242)

Mrs. HUVANANDAMA (Thailand) said that in ·Thailand, which was largely a

Buddhdsrt country, 10There polygamy was still permitted and wh'3re official and

traditional marriage existed side by side, the percentage of unmarried mothers

was low. Their status did not present any serious problems, because little, if

any religious or social stigma attached to the unmarried mother, ~ho was well

integrated in society. The Department of Social Welfare assisted need¥

unmarried mothers and provided the necessary facilities for their children

(adoption services, foster homes, day.... care centres, etc.).

She agreed that the Commission Should give clo~e attention to the question
t.,.~

and encourage Governments to increase their social assistance ;forth~ unmarried

mother and her child.

Mrs. KOONTZ (United States of America) emphasized the injustice of the

situation of unmarried mothers - an injustice which women tended passively

to accept - and.the need. to ensure that the father's responsibility was more

fully recognized, socially as'well 'as legally. Women should try to change
.. .

existing attitudes by teaching their sons as well as their daughters,respect for

marriage and sexua;L relations and a sense of responsibility, since little change
• . . . - . '. I

,
iI .. ~ .' Ct

,.child.

could be expected unless women asserte~more leadership in the: matter. In

countries where prostitution was illegal, women were usuallypunished,<While .men

were not; and the blame was placed on women without the underlying factors and

cause being seriously considered. In some cities and townS in the Uni~&ed States

where separate schoOls and evening schools were maintained for young mothers

(married or unmarried), the father, if hewa.s still at school , was often also
. .

required to leave a regular schoo.l, and att~nd' evening School. In addition,

fathers were encouraged to work to provide for the support of the· mother and

c,.:...·
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Members of the Commission should do everything in their power in their

respective countries to see that the social responsibility pl~~ed on the

unmarried father was more widely recognized and increased.

Mis~GELBER '(Canada) said that in her country the statutory provisions

relating to health, soeial security, education and the various children's

services applied without discrimination to both illegitimate and to legitimate

children. TherevTere even special services for the unmarried mother and her

child. All the Canadian Provinces had enacted legislation to protect the
, .

unmarried mother and her child. If the mother did not wish to keep the child,
,

it could be adopted, bu the statistics showed that mothers were tendit'lg more and

more to keep their children, probably. because of the increasing number of

unmarried mothers and a change in attitudes )cowa.rds them. Some prejUdices

persisted, but everything seemed to show that the probabj"lity of an unmarried

mother becoming socially integrated in the community was increasing, particularly

where she had work skills and exper:tence. The fact that a large number of

~arried mothers were very young (in 1968, 40 per cent of them were under

20 years of age) created a demand for new services. It was, in particular,

necessary to find them accommodation, provide facilities for vocational training

and establish day:-care centres. In general, great importance was attached to the

provision of sex. education and education for family life, in the schools for

children and adolescents and in the communi~i for adults.

Mrs. KANE (Mauritania) said that the status of the unmarried mother-------. ' ~.. .

did not give rise to serious problems in Mauritania, where the majority of the
,

population was of the Moslem religion. It sometimes happened," however ,that an

unmarried mother was expelled from the family, in which case the child had no

rights. The country's social authoritie's had givenmuch attention to the

question and it was to be hoped that Mauritania and the other Moslem countries

wQuldtake the hum~n aspect ofi{heproblem into consideration and find

satisfactory solutions.

Mrs. f?;IPILA (Finland) said that the Commission should never lose sJght

of its essential function, which was to try to ensUre equality of rights between

men and women. It. should therefore try to establish a comparison between the

/ ...

.,
'.
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status of the unmarried. mother and that of the unmarried father, with a view to

finding means of removing the existing inequalities. A family consisting of

an unmarried mother and her child could in many respects be compared with,that

of a family consisting of a single parent with a child. The legal situation,

was, however, 'very different in the two cases, and legal and other measures

should be taken to remedy that state of af'f'atir-s , The situation of the

unmarried mother varied according to the circumstances; where both parents had

wanted the child but did not wish to marry, there was usually no problem; it

was where the birth of the child had not been intended that there was a need to

provide a special legal status for the unmarried mother. 1'llesame applied to

a woman left alon~ in consequence either of desertion.by her fiance or of.his

death. The resolution concerning the social and legal status of the unmarried

mother should aim primarily at helping the woman who had become a mother against

her will to obtain a status in which her situation would not be inferior to'

that of the unmarried father.

The problems facing the unmarried mother' were broadly similar to those

encountered by any single parent with a child. In Finland, it .was increasingly

felt that there should be no difference from the moral and legal standpoint

between a family consisting of a mother and her child and a family consisting of

a father, mother and child. or of a father and child: "Finnish legislation was

generally in accordance with the principles set forth in dra;f't resolution VI,, '

adopted by the Commi.ssion at its twenty.... third session and recommended'/for
I

adoption by the Economic and Social Council. (see E!CN.6/562,pp. 2 and 3). A ne;w

law on children born out of wedlock was now under consideration which would,r .,' Cc ., '," ',' ." '. •

probablY remove the remaining divergences. It should not be forgotten that, as

stated in the statement on the status of unmarried mothers submitted by

several non-governmental organizations the situation of the unmarried mother and

that of the child born out of wedloclctwere tW9 facets of the . same problem. . ,;

(seeE/CN.6/NG:O/241 and Corr.l,para. (.1).) .Sl1eapp~oved the suggestion made

by some non-governmental organizations that~ in view of the differences in

cul.bu..ral and religious attitUdes invari.ouspartsof' the world, .countiraes with

similar backgrounds might hold joint discussions on the question of the unmarried

mother (seeE/CN.6/NGO!242). Regiqnal seminars might be useful in tha.t respect.
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Mrs. CRATER (Tunisia) stressed the part played by education in the

matter under discussion:· the social' education of parents and young people and

the sex education Qf young people.

In Tunisia, unmar'r-ied mothers did not encounter serious problems; they were

entitled to the same treatment as married women in maternity homes, where their

identity could be kept secret. Social assistance was provided for UI~arried

mothers (day-nurseries ~ children's homes, fost;er-homes and adoption facilities).
. \

Children born out of wedlock had the ~ame rights as legitimate children.

The Tunisian Government had no objection to draft resolution VI, entitled

liThe legal and social status of the unmarried mother".

MissSANCHEZ-TORRES (Colombia) agreed that the problem of unmarried

mothers could not be separated from that of/"their children, who were very often

brought up in institutions for abandoned children, where they were deprived of

affection and developed a sense of frustration, which accounted for many of

the cases of ~ocialmaladjustmentto be found among young people in those groups

of the population. Perhaps it 'would be desirable for tl1.e Commission to

delegate one of its members to a United Nations body concerned ivith the problems

of illegitimate children .

. Mrs . KOLSTAD (Norway') said that draft resolution V recommended by the
. .

Commission at its twenty~third session for adoption by the Economic and Social

Council and adopted by the Council (resolution 1514 (XLVIII» was entitled

"The unmarried mother and her child: their social protection and the question
I·

of·theirintegratiol1 in societyll, and had dealt with the social aspects of the

question. At the present session, the Commission should concentrate on the

legal aspects. Social assistance was, of course, useful and necessary to the

unmarried mother but her status would not really improve until she was given

adequate legal rights. In 1915, Norw'ayhad enacted legislation according equal

rights to all \r1hildren, whether born in or out of wedlock.

She did not think tha,t the fact of granting social and legal rights to the

unmarried mother in any way jeopardized the institution of marriage. It had

also been said that draft resolution VI attached more importance to the child

/. 0·.
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than to the mother; but if the law gave the child of an unmarried mother a

status' inferior to that of the child of a married mother, the status of the

unmarried mother would be affected.

Mrs. PAQUIER (World Young Women's Christian Association), speaking

at tJ1e invitation of the Chairman~ drew the Commission's attention to the ne<§ds

of. the very young unmarried mother: education, accommodation, advice and

acceptance. It was essential that a young girl who was pregnant should be able

to complete her vocational trelining so that she could later earn a living for

, herself and.her child. The Young Women's Christian Associations organized

general and vocational training courses for such girls. T~e young unma~ried

mother also needed accommodation after her confinement, so that shecouldikeep

her child and resume her education- or work. It would seem desirable to develop

the system of host~ls for single women or for single parents with children,

because they provided a solution to the problem of child care during·th.edl3.Y

and of the mother's psychological and. moral isolation. Lastly, the unmarried

mother needed information and advice. on questions of private and familylavT,

investigation of paternity, social secu~ity, or even adoption. There again,

the Young Women's Christian Associations.offered counselling services.

The non-governmental organizations were in a good position to act onpubrid

opinion and to supplement and support the efforts of Governments to make

information and consultative, services generally available, thus helping to

develop the sense ofresponsibility of parents ,both men and women,

The CHAIRMAN declared the general debate on agenda.. item 5,(a) closed •.

(br-STATUS OF WOMEN IN I'RIVATE LAW (E/CN.6./563,E/CN.6/NGO/240.)
"

Mrs. NAHON' (Secretary of the Co:mmission) 'introduced the preliminary

report.by the Secretary-General on the legal capacity ·ofmarried.womeri···

(E/cN .6/5'63); the .substantive report would be submittedt6the Commission in

1.974. That studY:,=,Vas part ot a long-termp:r:-oj ect .on the status of womeI1in

pr~vate law undertak~n by the Commis$ionin 19,p8<andscheduled to be completed
J/ .,. ... . ... -,

in·1980.· The annex to the preliminary report contained a draft outline of

the subsnant fve repor:c on the legal capaciity of married women.
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Mrs. ~CURLING (Costa Rica) said that in her country it was an

established constitutional principle that men and women were equal under the

law. In marriage, the father and. mother had equal rights with regard to the

children. Problems might ari~e, however, on the dissolution of the marriage, for

'the respondent in tne divorce case lost his or her rights, over the children.

'For example, if it was 'che mother who lost he l' rights, the father could agree

to allow her to retain custody of the children on condition that she no longer

claimed alimony. The m0ther would thus assume a responsibility which should

be borne by both parents. In order to eliminate injustices of that kind,

Costa Rica had prepared ~ draft family code and urged countries which had no

such code to follow suit.

Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egy~t) said that; under Islamic law, women had the legal

capacity to administer their own property and to be a party in legal proceedings.

The situation left much to be desired, however, in the field of family law,

where the~e should be greater equality between husband and wife.

At the request of Mrs. NOaR (Indonesia), the CHAIRMAN announced that

the discussion on item 5 (b) would be resumed the fo~lo".ri,ng morning .
•

I

(c) . STATUS OF WOlVIEN AND FAMILY PLANNING (E/CN.6/564, E/CN.6/NGO/232)

~Jrs. SIPILA{Finland), speaking in her capacity as Special Rapporteur

for the study on liThe role. of women in the f'amily: status of' women and family

planning l1
, introduced her progress report (E/CN.6/564). She announced that the

completed stUdy would be submitted to the Commission in 1974, World Population

Year.

Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt) emphasized the uaefulnessof the guidelines

contained in the annex to the report, which had been drawn up to assist

Gove±'nme,nts in furnishing the information requested f'or the .purposes of the study.

Mrs. MARTEde BABRIOS (Dominican Republic) noted that the guidelines

f'or the Special Rapporteur's stUdy corresponded in general to the conditions

prevailing in the. Latin American countries.

.,

, "

•
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Miss GELBER (Canada) said that, after amending its legislation on

family planning, Canada had recently adopted a programme and measures with reg~rd,

firstly, to Canada itself, and secondly to international assistance for family

planning programmes. The new Canadian legislation aimed at ensuring that all

children brought into the world should be wanted and that the birth of a child

should be the result of a deliberate decision by the parents.

Mrs. DEBATS-DENIS (Belgium) congratulated the Special Rapporteur.______~_ . . I

Belgium had experienced certain difficulties in replying to the questionnaire,

because of its special situation; far from being faced with the problem of

over-population, .Belgium had, on the contrary, one of the lowest birth,' rates in

the world. Perhaps it might be possible to prepare two or three different

versions of the Special Rapporteur's liguidelines", corresponding to the main

types of situations existing in the various regions of the world.

Mrs. MACHADO BONET (Uruguay) congratulated the Special Rapporteur and,

said that her country had sent a preliminary reply to the questionnaire; that
reply would be completed later. The problemQf the population explosion di,d

not exi st in Uruguay, but the Special Rapporteur's "guidelines Ii would help it

in studying other aspects of demographic questions which were no less' important.

Mrs. NOOR (Indonesia) also congratulated the Special Rapporteur and

informed the Commission that a study had just been completed in Indoneafa on

the legal aspects of family planning. The close links between family planning

and the various aspects of the life ofthe community, in particular the status

of women, were highlighted in that study.

Mrs. CURLING (Costa Ric~) congra~ulated the Special Rapporteur. In

Latin America, doubts had been cast on whether family pl~nning'wasreallYthe

best way of solving the problems of the countries of the region; she

, nevertheless believed that the study to be undertaken by the Special Rapporteur,

might be useful for those countries: At a regi.onal seminar recently held in .

Central America, during which the prob'l.ems of the aborigines, had been stUdied;"

it had been stated thaA; in Guatemala family planning had, been used to prev.ent
,

the indigenous population from reproducing itself. 'Any farnilyplanning policy

l.o .. 11
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which did not respect the rights anddig~ity of man could be dangerous and
cs

would notprov;i.~de any solution to the economic; and social .pr ob.Lems of the

countries concerned.

Mrs;' OBA (Japan) -congratulated and thanlted the Special Rappo~,iteur.
0. .. , ' . ' , , , ' ~, .

Family planning had been introduced in Japan after th~ Second World War because

of the great poverty prevailing throughout the country at that tj::J.e; it was

now fully accepted in rural areas as well as in the towns'~l The large decline in

the birth rate 'which had resulteC~ :from it had undoubtedly affected the status

of women, even though it was.di'fficUlt to establish a 'relationship between the

two questions, a.s the Special Rapporteur had indicated in her explanatory

note (ibid., annex, 1'. 4).

Mrs. BRUCE (Rep~esentative of the Secretary-General) informed the

Commi!ssion that, in addition tothe count{.ies mentioned in the progress report

by the Special Rapporteur' (ibid., para. 5), the following countries had replied
, . ,

to the note by the Secretary-General : Afghanistan, Argentina " Austria,

Gua.temala ~ Italy, New Zealand, the United States of America and Uruguay.

Mrs. SIPILA (Finland), speaking in he~ capacity as Special Rapporteur,

added that sev~ral non-governmental organizations had also replied since the

ap~earance~ the report, in particular the All-India Womenis Conference and

the International Alliance ," of Women. She had taken note of the suggestions

made by the members of the' Commission, and in particular by the representative­

of Belgium.

Mrs. SWINGLER (International Planned Parenthood, Federation), speaking

at the invitation of the Chairman, s~id that,in the opinion of the> Federation,

a" balance betvleenworldpopulation, .natnir'af resources and prodtlctivity was a

necessary condition fQr economi.c and social progress and peace. That was why

famiJ..y planning associations provided contraceptive services, undertook the

tra.iIling'offamily planning personnel and carried out programmes for informing

the public of the personal,health, social and economic benefits'of family

planning. Where Governments launched their ownfaIllily planning prograI!lIlles, the

membf.!r'associations of the Federation were engaged in supplementing governmental
"

services, in particular by educational and training projects intended for all

sectors of the population.

/0 ..
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The meeting rose at 6 p.m.

,....

The International Planned Parenthood Federation welcomed the fact that

the questionnaire drawn up by the Special Rapporteur (ibid.• , annex, pp. 4-8)

stressed the need for non-governmental organiza~ions and Governments to

recognize the influence of family planning on the '. status' of women, the

influence of the status of women on fertility and the impact on the status of

women of population growth trends. The Federation had requested family

planning bodies to assist the goverr..mental services concer-ned in provi'ding the

required information. For their par-t.;, the offices and ~ssociations of the

Federation had submitted information in connexion with the Special Rapporteur's

study.

.)j'

)
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Mrs. CHATER (Tunisi.a) suggested that the words. "nature and" shbuld
"- ..

inserted between the words "fhe" and "content" inoperative paragraphlof thE.! USSR
~ . ,." . ' '. . - . A

revised draft resolution and that it might be advisable to replace the Wbfds "anew

instrument Ii in the second and third lines of that pa:fagraphby the wi?rds"ne1?

regulations" to allow for the possibility of a decision to prE.!pare more than one

instrument. She still felt that it would·be preferable fo~ the proposed working~

group to meet well in advance of the Commission's twenty-fifth SeSsioIl,and doubtea
whether five. days would be sufficient to enable it to complete its work.

INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS AND NATIONAL. STANDARDS RELATING TO THE STATUS OF v.TOMEN
(agenda item 3) (continued)* (E/CN.6/L.599/Rev.2, E/CN.6/Ir.601, E/CN.6/L.606,
E/CN.6/L.608: E/CN.6/L.609, E/CN.6/L.616, E/CN.6/L.622)

held on Wednesday, 23 February 1972, at 11 a.m.

MINUTES OF THE FIVE HUNDRED AND EIGBTY-FIFTH MEETING

* Resumed from the 583rdmeeting.

I . . .

Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), introducing the

second revised version of the USSR draft resolution on international instruments

relating to the status of women (E/CN.6/L.599/Rev.2), said that her delegation,

acting in a spirit of co-operation, had endeavoured to take ihto consideration to

the greatest possible extent the comments and suggea'vions made in the course of

the debate. Comparing the new text with that of the first revised text

(E/CN.6/L.599/Rev.l), she pointed out that the paragraphs introducing the draft

resolutIon for adoption by the Economic and Social Council had been deleted and.

tha-l:; the last two preambul&.r paragraphs thereof had been replaced by three new

paragraphs. The Tunisian amendment proposing the establishment of a working group

(E/CN.6/L.609) was incorporated in the operative part of the revised draft

resolution. However, bearing in mind. the Secretary-General' s appeal for strict

economy, it'was proposed that the working group should meet five days before the

beginning of the Commission's' twenty-fifth session; if the working group could not

complete its work by the beginninf:!; of the' session, it would be at liberty to cont~Ilue

to meet while the session was in progress . Lastly, in the interests of wider.

representation, it was proposed that the working group should be composed of 13;"15"

members of the Commission rather than of 6 members, as 'suggested in the Tunisian

. amendment.
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mentionedlia new instrument or instruments"~ it

!la draft conventionll in operative paragr~ph 2.

Miss GELBER (Canada) supported the proposal to iI'l,sert the words

o"nature and!' in operative paragraph 1 of the 'USSR draft resol~tion. Shealso

agreed ~itp the previous speaker that the wording of the draft resolution should

provide for the possibility of'more than one document being prepared, but thought

that the point could be more effectively met by inserting the words lIor

instruments" after the word "instrument\1 in operative paragraph 1. . She further

suggested the. replacement of the WQI'ds "count r-Les members of the Commission" in

t~e first line of the same paragraph by the words IlStates Members of the United

Nati.ons ll and the insertion of the words "incollahoration with expert staff of

the Secretariat ll between the words lIprepare" and "a draft convention ll in

operative paragraph 2. As for the date of meeting of the proposed working group,

she was inclined to support :the USSR view; insistence on an earlier meeting

might lead to the proposal for the establishment of a working group being

rejecte.d altogether on account of .the greater financial implications.

Mrs. SIPlLA (Finland) pointed out that if operative paragraph 1
-

would be illogical to refer to J

She suggested that that

paragraph sh~uld be amended accordingly.

Mrs. ANDREI (Romania) l3aid that five working days in fact constituted

a full week, which, she ~hought, was a sufficiently long period for the meeting

of the prop()se:dworking group

Mrs.;NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist'Republics) accepted all the

aJIlendmentsproposedinthe course of the discussion with the exception of the

pr0posalfltoin~ert.the words "or instrwnents" in operative paragraph 1 and to

omi,tanyreference.·to·1:!- dr~ft convention in operative paragraph 2. The intention

()fcth~d:rnft res.olution was perfectly c.lear; to ,introduce the notion of the

. possible plurality. of instruments could only result in vagueness . An

.internatiop..al instrument was in fact a converrtfon and there was no reason to
.:. , , ,. _:'~',' :~~ i ' "" ,"~

zoefrain trom. using that term.
"_' c' ',', •. '<,."',,_ "'." __~'.: "'~"'~ :_,_"~'.'.'

.i~Mrs • KOOlllTZ.. (United States of America)" rl,-iferring to the' penultimate

preambular paragraph~ remarked that to say that existing international instruments

1•
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Mrs. KOLSTAD (Norway) accepted that suggestion.

relating to the status of women were not adequate in all respects was to prejudge

the results of the detailed examination of those instruments implied dn tne

operative part of the revised draft resolution.

Mrs. KOLSTAD (Norway)~ introducing the draft resolution on'the status

of the unmarried mother (E/CN.6/L.6l3) on behalf of the' sponsors, said that,

while it was easy to agree that the unmarried mother~ like any other person living

under difficult conditions, should receive a measure of social assistance~

the question .of her legal and social rights was a much.more complex matter. The

draft resolution constituted an attempt to provide guidelines fo! Governments on

the legal status to be given to the unmarried mother and. her child. Some of the

recommendations'contained in the draft resolution were doubtless in advance, af

the current practice of many countries, but they represented a goal to which' all

countries should aspire~ and the Commission ~ould be evading its responsibility

if it failed to define that goal.

The draft resolution was a revised version of draft resolution VI entitled

IlThe legal and social's'tatus of the unmarried mofher" ~ adopted by the Commission

at its twenty-third session and recommended for adoption by the Economic and

Social' Council, incorporating small amendments ,based on the conments received'

from Governments as set out in the repo~t of the Secretary-General. entitled

"Comments of Governments on draft resolution VI adopted by theCommi;:;sion on the

Status of Women at its twenty-third session ll (E/CN.6/562). Subject tathe

consent of the other sponsors of draft resolution E/CN.6/L.6;L3, she w-i'shedto

propose the addition t~the last' preambul~r paragraph of thedraftre·Sblution.

for adoption b;y:the Council of the words "and cohtributeby their work to <all

aspects of community development".

Mrs. I!USSEIN '(Egypt) agreed in principle with the amendment jUf!t proposecl~
"'-.4,-

but thought that it w~uld b~ more appropr~ate to·'speakofsQcialo"rnationr:l,l

development than of community development, as 'the .la.tter term im.pli.ed sma:!l,. .

local social units ..

THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN THE FAMILY (agenda item 5) (continued):

(a) STATUS OF THE UNMARRIED MOTHER (continued) (E!CN.6/L.6l3)

1

1 " _"_'"..~ ~ ~ :"'..~._.. -.-..V'••

t'..' J' . " .,.

,



(b) STATUS OF WOMEN IN PRIVATE LAW (continued) (E/CN.6/563 3 E/CN.6/NGO/24o)

~rs. NOOR (Indonesia) hoped that the Commission's study on the status

of women in private law would not overlook the question of the status and legal

capacity of women under customary or religious laws in countries where civil' law

provisions on the subject did not yet exist. In her own co~ntrY3 the status
I

of w9~enin customary and Islamic law was on the whole very favourable. The role
"U'played by such laws should be taken into consideration 3 on the understanding,

of course , that the countries concerned intended to introduce civil legislation­

on the status of women as soon as possible.

hI!•.LJ.... ~.L;,. ,11', JT b.' .4J2!IlQZIJlSWliMtLJ,4!i$!&£tlJdt· ;C":EL:..it
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Mrs. AGUAYO (Chile) said that the subject was ·of particular. interest to

her de.l.egatdon, Although ,Qhile was; an advanced country in many respects, it

lagged behind as regards the rights of married women; in particular, there was no

'divorce law3 and the only wa,y to dissolve. a marriage was by annulment 3 a method

which was, often extremely unfavourable to the. wife. A new family code was at

pres~nt in process of preparat:lon 3 and the Chilean Government's efforts in that

sphere closely corresponded to the ideas contained in the study which formed the

subject .of the Secretary-Generalis preliminary report on the legal capacity of

married women (E/CN.6/563). She wondered whether it would be appropria-ce for the

~ Commission to adopt a draft resolution in support of the study. .

(~
( q

r

Jt
~ 'J

'I \
",

Mrs. MACHAD.O BONET (Uruguay) said that the problem of the legal capacity

of married women did not exist in her country, since married women enjoyed rights

equivalent to those of their husbands under a law enacted in 1946.

Mrs. HUVANANDANA (Thailand) said that there was room for improvement

some aspects of women's rights in her country's family law,. such as those

the management 'of common property, grounds for divorce, and maintenance

of dependents after the breakdown of a marriage. A..TJ. amendment of the

f$ilylaw had been proposed to the Thai Gover.nment in 1971 and was at present

under consideration. The Government had als,? adopted a plan for the setting

up of familycou:rts in the interests of the welfare of women and children.
"-<:

/ ....
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(c) STATUS OF WOMEN AND FM~ILY'PLANNING (continued) (E/CN.6/564,
E/CN.6/NGO/232) .

..j

I', rlJ!'S. SHAHANI, (Philippines) said that the questions conta:i.]1edin the

Special Rapporteur's guideaines,had been distributed among therelevarit

, Mrs. HUV-A.NANDANA (Thailand) said that ~ in consequence of a sharp drop

in tihe death rate with no corresponding fa:1..l in the high birth rate ~ Thailand's

population growth was the second.highest in Asia and among the highest in the

world. If the current growth rate persisted, the 1999 population would double

in less than 22 years. Although Thailand could support a population of

60 million, immediate plan~ were necessary to avoid the economic and social

problems that would be created by such a rapid population increase.
. .

Surveys carried out by the Ministry of Puplic Health, the National Economic

Board and the 'Institute of Population Studi,es had revealed considerable i~:terest'

in family planning among women'and evidence of some use of contraceptives. The·, .
over-all level of fertility~ however, showed no signs of, decline. The population'

growth rate was particularly high in rural areas, with adverse effects on the

already low standard of 'living.

In 1970, an inter-ministry co-ordiq.ating committee had been appointed by the

Government under the chairmanship of the Minister of Public Health~who had been

authorized to carry out a nation-wide familyphinning programme. The obj"ectives

of the programme included a reduction in the rate of population growth, the

dissemination of information on familY'planning and the provision of' servi.ces

throughout the country, the integration of ,family planning with maternal and

child health services, and the development of research on family planning and

maternal and child health. Several organizations were co-operating ,with the

Ministry of 'Public Health, including the Planned Parenthood 'Association of

Thailand. Co-operation and assistance were being received from a number of

inte;rnational agencfes ,

The Planned Parenthood Association of Thailand, whose obj,ectives 'and
, " .

activities ~he oriefly described, was still in the early stages of development

and most of its activities had taken place in Bangkok. P:l.ans were being made to

set Up branches throughout the qountry to co-operate with the national family

p~anning programme.
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departments in her country, since each depa'rtment had its own family planning

programme, the programmes being co-ordinated by a Commission on Population.,

Inconnexion with the Sp~cial~ap~orteurI s' g~idelines, she suggested that

terms such as "status ofwomenii
, "discriminationlior Hequality" should. be given

a flexible interpretation in view of the differences in conditions between

countries. They were, after all ,Western terms and belonged to a historical,

cUJ.~ural and regional tradi,tion which was not shared by othercountri.es.

F~ily pla~ning in the Philippines had started as a multi-sectoral programme

carried out mainly by private effort., Government recognition and support had

come onlY. with, the' establi,shment of the Commission on Population in response to. .
the need ,to provide adequate food, clothing ,housing and employment for. the people.

Tha.l~ move ,\which was a significant one for a Catholic country, was described. in

the President I s message to Congress on 25 January 1971. On 15 August 1971, the

President had signed Republic Act No. 6365, also known as the, Population Ac-t,

which provided fora national family planning programme that respected the

religious beJ..iefs of the individuals involved.

F~mI1y"planning'Was carried out by means of a broad edu~ational programme

designed to promote the widest possible understanding of the adverse effects of

unlin:litedpopulation growth on ;family life and national welfare, by the

dissemirlation. of information on contraceptive methods, and by the provds ion of

health fa:cilities for all who wished to take advantage of them. The choice . of

family size and contraceptive method was left to the 'discretion of couples, but

abortion as a method of birth control was illegal.

Family planning should enable woment~ ~r.oaden the scope of their activities

and should thus improve family welfare, standards of'living and the quality of life.,

It was also a form of preventive medicine, since the spacing of pregna~cies

protected the health of mother and child. ~e availability of acceptable and

dependable contraceptives remov~d the fear of pregnancy and improved the mental

health of the wife and of the family as a. whole.
. .

.. The reduction beginning to be observed in the hitherto accepted family size

of between six and eight children in the Philippines was attributable; to a number
•

offactoI's, p;rimarily education•. As women became better educated, their interests

broadened and they tended to marry later, have fewer children and be more receptive

/ ...

t

....
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to family planning. Better education also resulted in women becoming more,
familiar with their legal rights under their nationai legislation. Thosr rights

had been considerably extended in the Philippines with the introduction of,the

new Civil Code in 1950. While, however, Philippine legisr~tiongavemen and

women equal rights in the pursuit of a. profession, in practice, private and

public organizations preferred to employ men .rather than women and singlerati1.er

than married women. Data. from a survey carried out by the Bureau of Public.

Schools showed that women's desire to perform a job efficiently affected the

number of children they had.

She hoped that th~ Commission would consider family plannin~ not only in its

economic and demographic ,aspects, 'imp0rtant though they were to the developing.

countries, but also from the standpoint of its contribution to an improvement

in the quality and dignity of life.

Mrs. TILNEY (United Kingdom) said that the United Kingdom Was cond.uct:Lng'

a comprehensive study on existing family planning services. The, studyWa,S ....

sponsored by the Department of Health and Social Security and consisted of 'botli: e/I,
. .

a survey by the Office of Population Census Surveys of the public useof.a.nd

attitude to family planning services and a study of the facilities themselves

by a private research organization. Women's voluntary organizations had been. .

asked for their.views on the subject. It was hoped that the findings would be

submitted tc the Sec:r:etary-Generalshortly after the deadline of 31 March 1972.

Local authorities coUld now provide family planning services f~r all who

sought them. In order to encourage the development of such services, the

Government woUld treble the rate ·of support grant for local authority expend,iture

in the period.1972/l973. Local authorities had also been asked to provide

domiciliary services for those wp.o .were unable or unwilling .to attend public

clinics or to visit their general practitioner.

Mrs. NOOR (Indonesia) said that the Indonesian Planned Parenthood

Association had been founded in1957b'ut had made little progress under the former

regime. In 1966, it had been reorganized and its first·national conferericeheld

in.1967 .had gained the support of prominent government officials and community

organizations. The Djakarta family planning pilot project had been launched

I

/·.•• '0
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in ~967. The Association now had 150 branches throughout the country. Training

courses had been organized for doctors, midwives, nurses, social worker-s and

.YoJ,.untary·workers, and talks on family planning had been given to,business,
-", .

women's and other groups .,e The Gover'nmerrt was suppoctLng family ?lanning and the

President had stressed its importance in his 1967 Independence Day speech.

Indonesia had signed the Declaration on Populati~n, which had been issued on

Human Rights Day, in 1966 and which stressed the adverse effects of excessive

population growth.

She wished to draw attention to the fact that, despite the responsibilities

imposed on States and Governments by official recognition of family planning as

a basic human rie~t, such recognition had seldom been followed by the necessary

systematic legal reforms.

Many of the difficulties confronting family planning workers in numerous
I"','countries 'W'ere caused by legal provisions which still hampered the implementation ~

of family planning and by the unsatiSfactory legal and social status of women.

RefeTring first to the difficulties arising in connexion with family law, she t
said that in some countries discriminatory features of the legal status of

\

women were based not on statute law but on customary or religious unwritten

or uncodified law.' The provisions Which affected marriage and parenthood were

those relating to the minimum age of marriage, polygamy, common law marriage,'

divorce and the position of the wife in the family. Other relevant factors were

.the preference for sons to ensure the continuation of the family line, and the

extended family.

Other branches of law relevant to family planning and the status of women

were the inheritance law, where it· provided for a larger share for male than

for female children and th~s also resulted in a preference for some individuals;

the criminal code ~ which in some countries contained obsolete provisions

prohibiting the dissemination of information on contraception oz' made abortion
"

illegal ; commercial and tax law, whose provisions concerning contra.ceptives

had tob~ adjusted to the requirements of family planning programmes; and lastly,

social security regulations, whose rprovd sd ons concerning family or children's

allo'W'anceScould also affect the implementation of family planning programmes.

/ .".
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In that connexi.on., she mentioned that a regulation was at present before the

Indonesian Parliament providing that civil servants woul.dibe; entitled to family'
I.. 1,

allowances for up to three children only.

It was therefore important to make a compilation of the legal provisions

Which might affect family planning programmes) o:;~ith a view to ascertaining)the"

state of the existing laws and dete~mining where reforms were required. The

Indonesian Planned Parenthood Association had established a committee for that

purpose, which had submitted recommendations for amendm~nts to the laws in

September 1971. - The Associat.ion had also established a committee to make a

special survey on the'status of women and family planning fors"libmissiontothe

Commission in 1973.

The meeting rose at lip.m.

I:;;
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held on 'Vlednesday, 23 February 1972, at 3.30 ,p.m,

MINUTES OF THE FIVE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-SIXTH MEETING

Mrs. PROBST (Austria), referring to the heading "The status of ' women

as a factor affecting fertility" of part C of the questionnaire at the end of

the explanatory note in the Sp~cial Rapporteur's progress report (see E/CN.6/564,

annex, p. 6) said that fertility was a biological factor, whereas the status

of women was a social and legal question; to establish a relationship between

the status of women and fertility was to suggest indirectly that a reduction in

the number of children was a sign of the biological or physical degeneration of

women, which was, of course, a very dangerous conclusion, whereas in reality it

was the. result of a change in attitudes (improved living standards, education,

information on health matters, new concepts of family life, etc.). The use of

chemical or other contraceptives might, of course, affect fertility, but that vas

another question. It wquld be better, therefore, to refer to the relat~onship

between the status of women and family size or to the influence' of thefor.mer, . . ,~

on the latter. The existing wording possibly explained why certain· interested

individuals and 'organizations, at least in Austria, had been reluctant to .carry

out a survey of that aspect of the problem, because fertility could not ,be

accurately measured and was therefore, har,dlY a suitable subject for a survey •.
;\'

Mrs. KOLSTAD (Norway) said th'at siIlcetSi67 th~ Norwegian Health

Department had been trying to improve the family. Planningservicesofteredto
F
«,

the public. Those services, however ~ still left much to be desi'I'ed because ('\le

the lack of qualified personnel, the insufficient education

the unsatisfacltory distribution of contraceptives.

Since~;Norwegian families.··were·u~ually

affected the status of women

for example, where the first

to complete her vocational
(/

J)

THE ROLE OF wa~N IN THE FAMILY (agenda item 5) (continued):

(c) STATUS OF WOMEN AND FAMILY PLANNING (continued) (E/CN.6/564~

E/CN.6/NGO/232)
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inadequacy of the family planning services. On the other hand, the number of

children had relatively little effect, on maternal and child welfare, because

assistance services were sufficiently well developed in Norway to reduce the

so~ial and economic inequaliti~s between large and small families. The Government

and local authorities provided medical supervision and care for mothers during

pregnancy and childbirth and they were entitled to 12 weeks' leave, the cost of

which was borne by the Social Insurance Fund. On the other hand, the nUJY'."'.Jer of

, day nurseries and kindergartens was. far too small, which probably explained why

two thirds of the married women in the labour force were childless or had

children of over 15 years of age.

Since 1960, abortion had been permitted by law in special cases (for example,

where there was a danger to the mother's health or life~ a risk of foetal

disease or injury and in cases of incest, mental illness of the mother, etc.).

But the abortion law had not worked as well as had been expected, owing to the

-inability of the various lo~al abortion boards to agree on a definition of the

. concept of "hea.rth",

Measures had been taken to improve family-planning services in Norway. In

future, medical students at Oslo University, medical officers of health and

certain other doctors would receive training in that subject. It was also

included in the curriculum for midwives and pUblic health nurses, but instruction

inm?dernfamily planningtechzdques- had still to be provided for general

practitioners.

All the information media were employed to inform the public concerning

t:,amilY planning methods, but sex education was not yet included in the curricula
" . ".

of secondary schools or "of the Las t year-s of prim\lry schoo.Ls . The Norwegian
" ',:',/i"

Fam~l~ Planning AssQciation intended, however, to o~ganize a training course for

5qc~e,acherso.nd-OsLo UniveI'si~y was. plo.nninp.: 11 training programme for

b.ic:Jl()g~s~Udeni:;s on teaching methods relat:Lngto sex education and family planning.

, ,The ,Director-General of the health services had asked all pharmacdes to keep

~~a'COIliPJ.ete"stock of> contraceptives, thereby facilitating their purchase. ',}:t was

'h,e~S':t~at,theimpr()VementoffamilY planning services would", in the long run,

kiaverepe.rcussiqns on the status of Norwegian women.
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Mrs. MARTE~BARRIOS {Dominican Republic} congratulated the Special

Rapporteur on her excellent work. She described the family planning programmes

operated under Government auspices in the Dominican Republic and joinely financed

by the Government and by foreign organizations~ and the private programmes

financed partly by international organizations and partly by national bodies.

None of the women's associations in the Dominican Republic was copcerned with

family planning.

There were still a number of obstacles to the app+ication of a family

planning policy, in particular the attitude of men -'who regarded the number of

their children as an indication of their virility - and the passive attitude of

women.

The Dominican Republic's present family planning policy was carried out in
, .

complete conformity with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Family

planning was regardGd as reflecting the right and duty of ~very couple to decide

on the number of their children and the spacing of births.

~' CRATER {Tunisia} also congratulate.!': the Special Rappor-teur, .

In Tunisia, a family planning programme was being carried out under Government

auspices; it was aimed not only at .limiting the number of pirths, but at' enablfng

couples tq have the number.of children they wished and thus to become more

responsible parents. An Institute for Family Planning and Maternal, and Child

Welfare had recently been· set up and there were centres providing free advice.

The pub.Lf,c authorities' family planning work was mainly educat,ional; ,it was .

conducted by social workers~ either in the centres or in the home.

" Referring to the guidelines furnished by the Special Rappbr,teur in the'annex

to' her report, she suggested that a section should. be ad,deddealing with the

attitude of men to family planning and the steps taken to inform. and

them on that subject.

, JYlrs.! AKRAWI (Iraq) thanked the Special RapporteurfQr report.

had not hith~l'to been much emphasis on family Planning·inIraq,becaus~therei.,
was as yet' no., over,-population.·However "f).nUlUher of maternaLandchilcr .wel,,tare
centres' provided familyplanning'service's and the. Governmen,t of Iraq i:nt eIlClea.. to .

. .' . ,

launch a family planning programme, 'the details of which had Ilotyetbe.enworked
. - .. " . . \ ,,- '. ,.-, , -,',' .. " ,', .•... "

out.
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With regard to the guidelines, she supported the suggestion that questions

should be included on the attitude of men; since attitudes varied according to

social, economic and educational levels, the questions might be broken down on

those lines.

Mrs. MOHAMMED (Nigeria) joined in congratulating the Special Rapporteur.

Family planning already existed in Nigeria, where the need for it was felt. The

main objective now was to extend the programme more widely and to overcome the

population's initial mistrust of family planning.

Miss VARZI (Iran) thanke~the Special Rapporteur for her excellent

!'eport:

Iran did not ye,t have a popUlation problem, but without a serious family

planning effort, such a'problem might well arise in the future (it was estimated

that, without faIllily planning, the country's 'population might doub.Le in 22 years).

Fortunately, the Moslem religion did not forbid the use of contraceptives and,

in general, Iranian women were recepti~-a to family planning. The main problem

was to'make contraceptives available~o the ,populations, of remote villages.

Mobile hea.lth units had been specially organized for that work, whic:h required

trained personnel ,(mainly ma!'riedwomen). A nation-wide training programme for

that purpose had beel1':"launched in 1969. . In 1972, there were, in all,

'1,529 family planning centres in Iran, distributed throughout the country. and run

'!;>y various authoriti.es and. organizations, because family planning in Iran was

not the concern of'a single organizationbut'was'the outcome ofa concerted

national campaign..,

/: ci ••

"

MrS. <OBA (Japan) said that during the last 20 years there had been a

... CNJ:I... ...,. d.e~line· in fertility in .Japan , which meant that the family planning policy

p:rolJablybeen;a ·success. It was important that women should have the right

decade whether or nof they wished. to have children. In many cases, however,

upther:~r j ohs whentheyh~dchildren ~ because there were not

day-care·centres'and otb,er fam.ily social services. The Commission should'

special attention to", protecting the righ~ of women to become

;,m<,tl:ler'sw'itllotlt 't.:'eirig compelJ.edto stop working.
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Miss ZAHRA2!. (Unite~ l!Jations Educational, Scientific and Cultural

Organization) said. that UNESCO had a Family Planning Section, which worked in, .
collaboration with~'the other specialized agencies. That Section had carried out

two studies, one of which, dealing with the relationship between education ~nd

fertility, had been completed in 1969 •. The Director of the Section thought it

would have been desirable for the Special Rapport~ur to mention in her report

the fact that family planning was a key factor in economic and social development

and in the fuprovement of the status of women in society .

. &s. ZAEFFERER de GOYENECHE (Argentina) said that .her country, which

covered an area of 3 million km2, had only 24 million inhabitants. The population

growth rate was only 1.8 per cent. Thus the. problem was more one of under­

population. That was why, for certain countries,family planning should be

linked with the population growth that was essential for economic development.
, . I

Mrs. CASSINADER (International Alliance of Women), speaking at the

invitation of the Chairman, said that, in her view, leisure time was an. important.

factor in the lives of many women belonging to the poorest ,classes of society.

Much had been said about·the ef~ect of family planning on employment, training

and educational opportunities, but there had been no mention of the need to

organize activities outside the home,particularly in connexion with community

developm~nt, if family planning was to be successful. That question p,id not

arise in the developed countries ~ where there wereeveningclasse-s , clubs,

televisiQn,cinemas and theatre·s. In less developed countries, on the other

hand, family gatherings often centred mainly around the children. In ord.er tio'

ensure that family planning was successful at the level where it was ,most needed.•

those social and family activities should therefore be Supplemented

recreational activities. In one country, it had been nbtedthatnia11Y wornert U~,LJLl~.

ccntirac..captives went back to the clinics a :few'years later saying T':h<:lT.· ·T':li"I~'lr T.~·OT>+orl·

children because the;v felt left out of all the social

She ther~fore urged. the COmIilissionand the Special Rs~pportel1r'"

in any fEmlily planning proje'ct, of the need to' -_·_-"'·... ~·-c)rg;anliz~in:g recreat.ional
,',l,.

activities.
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~ITs. ROULLET (Pax Romana)~ speaking'at the invitation of the Chairman,

was addressing the Commission on behalf of the World Union of Catholic

Organizations and the Catholic International Union for Social Services

said she
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See Final Act of the International Conference on Huma.n Rights {United
pUblication:- Sales No.: E.b8.XIV.2),p·~·Ir,:. ----

,

Gopstituted a.,criIllinal offenc:eunder, the laws of many countries.

nithe guidelines, the. responsibility of the coupf.e-, who were the sole

arbiters of how trlahychildren they wis4ed to have, should be more clearly

e?Cpressed; family pla.nn:l.ng should always be envfsaged and pre'sented in the

as well as on behalf of her own organi~ation. Analysing some of the reasons

which,in her view, explained why the questionnaire in the annex to the Special

Rappoteur's report elicited, relatively little res~onse, she said that when

Governments were questioned· on the influence of family plam1ingon the' status

of women, they did not r~ply because they did not consider themselves .affecte~.

The subject should therefore be' presented in a broader context, namely, the

general advancement of women and, through women, of society as a whole. Efforts

to encourage the spread of literacy and to promote access for all - beginning

. with the poorest sectors of the population - to education, culture, hygiene and

information would. undoubtedly lead to a greater awareness of the problems of

fertility, since those problems could not be iso~ated from development as a whole.

If the subject was ,presented in that way, Governments would reply to the

questionnaire, because they would then appreciate its full significance.

It was extremely important that the problem should be correctly formulated,

since, unless family planning of the Western type was desired by the countries

which appeared to need it, it represented another form of recolonization. ThEil

formulation should therefore be clearer and based on better defined concepts.

The' questionnaire should be completely objective and allow full freedom of reply.
. .. i

As·the Special Rapporteur had reminded the Commission, the International

Conference on Human Rights, held at Teheran in April and May 1968 had

consideJred .in its resolution XVIIII! that couples had a basic human right to

decide. freely on the nurabez of their children (see E!CN,,6!564, annex , p. 2). The. .
eier'cise of.that rightentaiJ.edestablishing a whole infrastructure of day .

m.l:r:~eries, social, servic.es, family housing i;l.ndsoon. In her view, the serious

.:pl.'oblem. of abortion should not be mentioned in the questionnaire as one of the

Inel't.nseml,b~i,ngpersons to decide on the number of their children, when 'abortion
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context of over-all development; and freedom of choice for all women should be

fully respected and guaranteed~ particularly by the establishment of the

necessary infrastructures. She was convinced that women, as they gradually

became aware of their dignity ~ worth and role in society, would plan their

families themselves.

lftrs. SIPILA (Finland), speaking in her capacity as Special Rapporteur,

said that the ~uestionnaire had been prepared at meetings attended by

representatives of the United Nations and the specialized agencies. It 'was

difficult to draw up a ~uestionnaire which covered absolutely every aspect of a

questrion ~ but each Gov:ernment in its reply was free to submit its own comments

and to ask why a particular ~uestion had not been included. It would thus be

possible to view the whole proolem in a much wider context.

It had been said that the ~uestionnaire should also mention 'the attitud~

of men towards family planning. That might perhaps be desirable, but it should

be recognized that it would be equa.Ll.y appropriate vo refer to the inf.luence of

the whole 'family, including the parents~ the husband and the wife,

Certain delegations had stated that family planning was not useful, in all

countries. Family planning meant ·adaptation of the family to the means available,

The family could be large or small. What mattered was to ensure the -well~being

'of all its .member-s, Moreover, it ivasessential that all children born shouhl"

enjoy fundamental human rights • That was the queatri on i-Thich wasbfprimary

importance.

Several representatives had expressed regret that the~uestionnairewas

too closely .concerned with the status of -women and did not take sufficient accou~t

of the 'Vrell-being 'of society or of social development. Under; its terms of

reference, however ~ the Commission could not study social questions', Which were

primarily the concern of the commission for Social Deve.l.opmenb;

The questclonnadz-e had also been criticized for notstres'~ing

of creches, day nurserdes ~ s.ocialand other s'ervices.•

dealt with under the hea.dings :s 10 (d), C l4aIld D 20 (c) and ~d.)

que stionnaire -

She reminded those

yet been a.ble~o supmit

only a progress repbr~
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Mrs. NAZANJO (Costa Rica) observed that in certain countries where

social security did not cover agricultural workers, a large family represented

a kind of investment for those. workers , since it was a means of ensuring that
, .'

they would be provided for when they were too old to work. In view of the key

role which social insurance could play in family planning, the guidelines

should include a section on the attitudes of Governments in that regard and the

measures taken by them.

J;"

Mrs. SIPILA (Finland), speaking in her capacity as Special Rapporteur,

added that in many countries it was affirmed that family planning would not be

successful until social, health and other services were such that mothers would

no longer need to have a large number of children in order to be sure that some

of them would survive.

. .
PROGRAMME OF CONCERTED INTERNATIONAL ACTION TO PROMOTE THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN
AND TO INCREASE THEIR CONTRIBUTION TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THEIR COUNTRIES
(agenda item 6) (E/CN.6/NGO/239):

(a) FURTHER ELABORATION OF A PROGRAMME OF CONCERTED INTERNATIONAL ACTION
(E/CN.6.1532, E/CN. 6/553 and Add.l, E/CN. 6/554, E/CN. 6/559, E/CN .6/NGO/230',
E/CN.6/NGO/235, E/CN.6/NGO/240, E/CN.6/NGO/244, E/CN.6/NGO/245)

(b) ADVISORY SERVICES IN THE FIELD OF HUMAN RIGHTS (E/CN.4/l056, E/CN.4/1087­
E/CN.6/555, ST/TAO/HR/41, ST/TAO/HR/43)

04"

Mrs. BRUCE (Representative of the Secretary-General) introduced the

various documents relating to subitems (a) and (b) of agenda item 6.

Miss GELBER (Canada) pointed out that the information contained in

the report of the Secretary--General on the participation of women in UNDP­

assisted activities (E/CN.6/554) did not indicate separately the number of girls

and,J)oyspenefiting from UND:j? activities. The Commission needed ;precise data

on that subject, fprthe discussion of its long-term programme.

, _..~

/ ...

MissABERLIJIT( International Federation of I'lamen Law:Y'ers), -speakfng

at the invi'tation"of .the Chairman., said ,that tlle Federation advocated the
<...... : .. ",."," .. <". " '",·r.- . .. ';:i- ," . ,', " "',Mo

:"; ',,'_.:_' .. " ... , '" ',.... .-.-- ,: c'.. " .. " ,'" .... '. .' _ .... ~... .. ', .. _ .. ' , ...... "...... .... ." _ .. ' __ •

esta.bli:shInentofregional intergoYernmental commissions on the status of women,
." ,', '. .

withwh:i.cht:he non-gove~IllI1enta.1orgimizatiomi W'ouldbeasked to co-operate.

Therew~r~ anu.mberof'prOblems.tihich'neededtobe discussedat·there~ional
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level. For example~ at a biennial convention of the Federation, ,which had

been held at Santiago~ Chile, and which had been attended by a large number of

representatives from the Latin American countries, there had been some discussion

of the Latin American concept of paternal authority. In France, that concept

had been superseded by the concept of parental authority, which recognized the

rights of the father and of the'mother over the child. Regional intergovernmental

commissions would be particularly well placed to discuss problems which arose in

their regions and to request changes with a vieW,to eliminating all

discrimination against women.

Miss VAN DER ENT (International Federation of Business and

Professional Women) 9 speaking at the invitation of the Chairman~ said that, since
~-'~..

1965, the Federation had.' been encouraging its members to participate in regional'

meetings , with a view to enlarging their field of knowledge. Seminars had been

held in the Netherlands, France~ Denmark, Aust:da, Greece~ Malawi, Jamaicas,nd

Canada. As a result of that approach, national federations had gained abetter

knowledge of United Nations activities and-.had progressed along the road to

intErnatio~al understanding. The Federation was already considering organizing

other seminars in Australia, New Zealand and in Africa.

The meeting rose at



E/CN.6/Min.587-145--

I . . .
o

~

voluntary organizations, which were doing so much to advance the ca:Use.,ofwomen.

MINUTES OF THE FIVE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-SEVENTH MEETING

(;., -""----"-,'

In. order to, remedy that situation, th~ COImIlission should do everything possible '
'7-'.·~;WF

PROGRAMME OF CONCERTED INTERNATIONAL ACTION TO I'ROMOTE THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN
AND TO INCREASE THEIR CONTRIBUTION TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THEIR COUNTRIES
(agenda item 6) (continued) (E/CN.6/NGO/239):

(a) FURTHER ELABORATION OF A PROGRAMME OF CONCERTED INTERNATIONAL ACTION
(continued) (E/CN.6/532,E/CN.6/553 and Add.l, E/CN.6/554; E/CN.6/559,
E!CN.6/NGO/230, E/CN~6/NGO/235, E/CN.6/NGo/240, E/CN.6/NGO/241~,

E/CN.6/NGO/245)

(b) ADVISORY SERVICES IN THE FIELD OF HUMAN RIGHTS (continued) (E/CN. 411056,
E/CN.4/1087-E/CN.6/555, ST/TAO/HR/41, ST/TAO/HR/43)

held on Thursday, 24 February 1972, at 11 a.m.

l~s. TILNEY (United K~ngdom),referring to the Secretary-G~neral's

report on advisory services in the field of human rights (E/CN.4/1087-E/CN.6/555),

expressed concern at th~ fact that paragraph 14 relating to fellowship awards

contained no reference to women; as at present worded, the paragraph 'implied

that the award of fellowships was based on very narrow crJ.teria which were not

easily app~icable to women. She would al?o like a~ assur~nce that the words

"human rights '1 in the second line of paragraph l4 included' the rights and statut3

'of women.

She further pointed out that resolution 17 (XXIII) of tHe>;·Commissionon

Human Rights, which was summard.zed in paragraph 4 of section LA of the repor,t

of the Secretary-General on adyisory services in the field of human rights ~~=~"~~

submitted :to the Commission on Human' Rights "at its twenty-seventh' session

(E/CN.4/1056), called for an annualprograIIlID:e of advisorY'iseifvices in tli~ fii~ld
'", ' . ~

of human rights, consdstring of at least'two seminars on humanrights.subje~t's,~~llt
" " ' -,',. ' .:'. ,:<i':' ,'.,

only one or two seminars on the status dfvTomen. I.nthatconnexion,shewa.s;
\ " ' ) " ,- .' . J" '

concerned lest the current economy campaign .in the United Nations"systeIllm.ight

lead to cuts in progra..mmes affecting t4e Commission. The comm.i~s:i.onh~Cl.a1.reaqy

had to accept the, change, from annuaito biennial sessions for teal3oris.dfo~dol1OmY'~

Th!'),t change made a, break in the continuity not only oftheCOIiJIilisl3iop 's owriwork,
~t"","

'out al;so to some extent in the work of th~ non-governmental and women's
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to ensUi"e that tb~progrf1IIllD.e of·advisoryserV;LCE;lS in. the field Of human rights

l\ ' , ..

'was;J.inkeq,more closely"ritbits work and, in particular, 'chat two seminars a

year were helg.on the status o:f'women. It ,wase~pecia.lfy import!'l.nt that an
\) ,,',' ,

,international seminar on a subject of concern to the Commission should be held
':L'~" :. • .' ' -;

in the non-.sl:ssion"year. IJ,'h~ United,KingdolIl.Government .waS willing to act as

host to s~cha seminar in 1975,Subject,t6suitable detailed, arrangements being
.' " '!I'

ma.dewit:p.<the.Secretary;..GeIleral, and sugg~sted that the;subject should be. " '" ~ .
iltheone;;parerit' 'faniilyil.:

, "" ,..... "., ,,~-;"

Tithe Commission wished to submit a draft resolution to the Economic and

p:;
"'"...'1 '"

.E,ICN,6,1Min.587 ,,~
v' ',,' '\'\" ,,<'
,:.' ;,~ ',; (' "

Socd?-lCouricilconcerning~Imual seminars and hUman right's fellowships, her

, 'delegation.woUld be gl~d 'hodiscus~ the ~ording with any oi!her interested
Q",~ '.

,delega.tions.

,.Mrs.-ANDREI.(Romania)~ referring to paragraph 1 of "the introduction to

note by the Secretary-General entitled "Comments of Govermnents on draft
. "

'resoltition'VIII adopted.by the Commission on the status of Women at its

tweflty....third session, enti~ledi~Jlcr'easedactivities relat:i,ng to the status of

womertattJie regionallevei'll (E/cN.6/559),said that her delegation had.not

supported draft resollltion VIII, which had now been refer;edback to it by the
. ~ '. " .

EconoJ!lic and Social Council for further consideration~ because it had believed

's i:;hl3.tthe,' establishment of regional intergovernmental commissions on the ,status

of';;omenwas unnecessary. , Herdelegat{on 's position remained unchanged. Indeed,
l' ,"', (I " ' , i .

• ' ':J i, '

itfelt'thatthe;re weredisadvant2,ges in the ic.lea, one of which was that the

Oommi;'sion '~ouid ~wC>I'kthrOUgh int;*~~;,ediaries iristeaq,of maintaining and inc:::~easing
~'. (~~~.~~r,;.' ,

,its direct contacts 0 She nevertheless considered that there was a need for
."," " , ,. .'": )"'-.,.'-/'

greater regional' act,ivity ~ 'sinc'~e<6cihomic development required mutual
"". ,"" ..';' , .~\; '. """ 0~ . ' " ,: ~

i o.understanding andco,-operation1/etween nations 0

.,"{"~., '""~:: ',', ': ,,":~ , '" ".' " .. , ' '" " r.~\. .., . , "

The fight for fuller recognition of wOInen's:"rights was 'clOsely linked with
'- '" "',,, ,'~ • ' :' , ' ; , " , • ' 1...

therigllt,'forpeace and human well-being and" needed the participation of both .

&' "vtbIll~Ilai1&i'meri:c~- Sheacco.rdingly ,supported the idea of .an inter'~ational year for

theali,fa.ncement#of" wbmen ~ put forward by a n~ber of non-governmental'

o;r'gani:z:~tforisin the state~ent in document E/cN. 6/NGO/244, and suggested that the

cotnI'ili.s:~ionsliould;consider recommending a draft resolution on the subject for
', ... ,', ,." ,,0 '

~d:o:ptionoythe Council.

it
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Mr. FOX (United Na,tions Developmerrt Programme),

Secretary-General's report on the, participation .. Of women Ul"UJL~JJJt' ..~:LSf)~S

acti;ities (E/CN~6/554), outlined'the'UNDP country,p:rogr'a.fun1ing procE:fdtLre

i tsmainpurposeswa.s to eo..6rdinatetecp.nical. artdf~naheial aid Viitll llCLI,"""'l.Illi::L.:L'"

:"" ;.,.,', ,"-, , _.' '" "',,:i,,< _,". ,,":-,'_ "_',_'. ':- :.' 'i,'; ,.", ":,'i")

economic and social development programmes to ensure the In,qst e,fficien.t ',','/

such aid. ' The beneficia.ry country was respdnsiblefordefin:i.ng itsnatfona.l

Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt) supported the idea of intergovernmental regional

commissions outsid;e the United Nations,particula:rly in view of, the

Organization's current financial difficulties.. Such co~issionswoli1;p. strengthen

rather than diminish the Commission's role. They would also be'inkeepingwi;th,

the view expressed by ECA in point (c) in paragraph 6 of the rePortqfthe
- If

Secretary:'General onthefurtl1erel~boratiionof a pI"ogramme of con.certed,act:i.cm

(E!CN.6/553).. An E?xample Of such a commission'was the Arab Women's ,Commission

recently set up and financed by the League; of AI"ab States.

She 'supported the Romanian representative's suggestion

women's year •

•

•

Mrs. MOHAMMED (Nigeria) supported, the United Kingdom representative's

suggestion concerning annual semiIl,ars and expressed her willingnes~ to

co-operate in formulating a s'uitabledraft resoi~tion., ,.,,' " (J" ,

Miss CHATON (France) ,referring to the, selkctedlist of fi~,lds in

which human rights :'ellowshipshad'been awarded (seeE/CN.4/l087..E/CN~61555,

annex}, suggested that the Commission shouJ,d recommend that Governments should
, ", " " Q

be encouraged to n9minate candidates for sUbjects of interest to women. A
~;

number of fellowships had been awarded to, 'Women in, 1971 and sll,e; hoped the

practice would continue.

She welcomed the United Kingdom, Government's offer ,to, act as host to'a

seminar in 1973. :

She shared the Romanian representative's views on. the question or

j,ntergove:rnmentalregional commissions. Perhaps it wouldPepqssibl~,toer.q.ist

the assistance of the United Nations regional economic corrililissions'. SheaJ,.s6

supported the Romanfan representatiire's suggestion concerning a draft, resolution

Ij, on an international year' for the advancement of women.



I: ")

d

I
't

1
! '. '.

lEl,CN~6/Min.587 -148-

f" "o~jectives andP:rio:ritie~ • .rl.tll a View to establi.";.ng systematic in:ormatiOD
i '(I

on, th~ national resources availa.ble and the, aid required from ~xternal sources.
,f'

The role of the resident r!=lpre~entatives w,as to assist Goveznmerrba in' planning

and in defining their objectives. . Country programme~i were subject to approval
. . ~

by the 'Governing Council o:t'UNDP in the light of the UIIDP resources available to

the'cQ.l.UltrycOIicerned. Seventeen country"programmes had so far been approved.
, .

Sinc,e it was'for. Governments themselvel:?, to decide how to use th~, resources at

,their9-isposal, UNDPneither did nor coulq. take the initiative in instituting

projects or iIiiplementing proposals. Re;'1,iq,ent representatives could, however,

br'ing worth':'whilebsuggestions to the att:ention of Governments and that was

regarded as an important part of their functions.
, .~-"

Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that her

delegation;t;~~g:iy~,ipport'~dthe idea of an international year for the

advl:l,ricement of women as a means of promoting equality of women's rights and the
I' '\ '. -';, ,>

Dlc>re" El,ctive I pa:rticipa~ion of women in national development and international

't:o-operation for peace and social progress.
, . _.:'_:~1 _", ',', ,',.', ',' ." .... ,'. '.' .
.) ,The s'eminar on the participation of women in the economic .lifeof their

Q couIlt:ries (with reference to the impleme'ntation of article 10 of the Declaration'

6~theElimination.o)fDiscrim:i.nationagainstWom~nr?held in Moscow in
'l,o .,'::_':."":_,, '. '-""'_' ,;.,:... ".' "", -,-", ", .. :..

September 1970 , 'h l:l.9- prodllced 'extremely.· fruitful ,dis,qussions,~and. had made some

inlport'ant reconlm.endations '(see ST/TAO/HR/4l). 'She hoped that .tihe Commission

wOula'ta.k:e the;;~iiI'hSbf the·seminar into acco'&h~iu its l,one-term programme
I! .

Qf,Wo~lt'. ' "'

.Mrs. NOQI('(Indonesia} regretted the absence of a' UNICEF representa~ive

'l3.t;thedf>imni~si~n's clll"~entsesSiQn.,' Although priIrlarilycon~ernedwith

dhi].~~~n's,welfare',UNICEF ~ad also of late beeii ,:~"cthre"in the field of, women's

.: ac1V,aIl9_~m~nt"i,p.·.heI'country and ,,'had, in particular, 'helped 'the' "Indonesian
',~:"O',__ ";:,:-, __'_::::.~_~:.:,;:~::: :"_',:>~/';".''':'', >:',','" >:,:::,.,'.", ,.,:"",",:.. ' ,':.':",:, ,'" _ ,; _ ' ",' , _ __ __ '" '" _" '.,", .: •

G()vernment.fnits educational'programme, for women. "She expressed appreciat10n

Ofipecia.l."Penefit,<towomendescribed in' the report, prepared by UNESCQ ',. entitIed

..';St~(1y"ortlfuESCO 'activitiesof'specialintere'u:t io wOtrlen" '(E/CN .6/557). ' ,
,"'1"" ... ,,', ',... '. I ' . -,"
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Turning to the report on the participation of women in UNDP-assisted

activities and to the 'statement by the representative of UNDP~she said th,at the

national women's organizations in Indonesia and other Asian develop~n~ countries

which actively participated in the national development programmes, often

encountered difficultiescin enlisting the support of their Governments in putting

forward their requests for UNDP assistance. She 'appealed for greater interest on

the part ofUNDP regional representatives. in advising suchorgan~zations on~ways

and means of 'obtaining assistance for their projects'and irt encouraging

Governments to give th6seprojects due consideration. The projects coric~rned

were in the main ~elated to the education and training of women 'in rural,areas,

an issue of great 'importance 'in view of the growing trend towards ,urbanization;

improved'training opportuniti~s would offer a much-need.ed incentive to women

aJlQ,youngpeople to make their contribution to national development in the

countryside.

, ,Lastly, she supported, the Romanian representative's proposal for an

internation'a.l year forthe advancementofwomep.and the United 'Kingdom
, ;1

re:pres~ntative 'ssuggestion that international!' seminars on subjec:tsrelated to
l '. ~ •

the' advancement of women should be held in the years between Commission s.essions~ ".

Mrs. KOLSTh9 (Norway) alsq welcomed the United Kingdom--.-.--" . .' .' ", '-.

representative's suggestion and thanked her for.the invitation, to. ,

seminar o;nthe one..,parentf~ily to beheld. in the United Kingdom in 1973.

likewise supported the' proposal to hold ~ninternational:women:isyear, but tho~ght,t'

, thatitstftle might be changed to ilint~rnational ye~r for' the'establi'shIiIent~f'
• . ":, "-. _', -- .. - ," ':' " (I:,'

'equal-(status of men and womenll
; such a title would pinpoint the important

princ(ple that anY,fUndamental cha,nge intb.e ,status of women ne~es'sariiy implied'

a change inthestat1.ls of men, Tur~ing t~ the subject of the integration ;~f
women in theeconomiciife of their countries, she associated'l1erS~~f witllthe

views of the Finnish and Swed.i~1iGovernments, as summa~ized*n,paragraphlio~
the report o'f the Secretary..;General'ori the further elaboration c>:r'aprog;a~JD~

" of concerted actibn~ and reported that h,er Governm~nt had. just taken a decision

to establish a councJ.lon <theeqll~J. status oflr).E:n and. women. 'Las1:;ly~ she:
agreed with· the remarks made during theagenda.:i.tem"3

o
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o

,.
."

, , the representa.tive of Iraq~(580thmeeting) concerning textbooks at the primary

sc~ool l~v'el; it was important that children should be en.couraged from an

early-age to question the esta,blisned social order and its ideas, not least i:..'1'

the matter of traditional sex roles.

"

Mrs. MACHADo BONET (Uruguay) also, supported the United Kingdom

rep're.~en.tative's proposal for the holding of international seminars in the years

bet~een the Commis'sion' s Sessions and welcomed the announcement that a sep,Jpar
, ',' <, • .J

on the one-parent family was to be held in the United Kingdom in 1973. She
, t· '

WOUld, however, like to know whether the seminar would' be concerned exclusively
.' <,

With families'where the parent waf! unmarried. She likewise supported the

proposal for the proclamation of an international year for the advancement of'
'f""-.. -,....; :...... i .... "" ..' " ...' ~

wo~en 'a.I:l.dendors~?:. t~eYSSR representative I s suggestion concerning the importance

.!'lndSuccess of the 1970 Moscow Seminar on the participation of women in .the

~conomiclifeof their countries. After thanking -tile UNDP representative for

hiseXpla~ationofthe ma~hi~ery for obtaining UNDP assistance, she stressed her

c()untryis.need for. assistance, especially in the sphe~e of training of women for

work in agricuJ,.ture; no agricultural school for women existed ar yet in Uruguay,

·withthe result that the proportion of skilled women agricultural workers was
cs

l.,.. '!, ,;,' _ _ __ ',':.
extreIllely low, and, correspondingly ,the exodus of women from the countryside was

ml.lchmorepr~notUlcedthan that of men.

"Mr:s. SIPlLA (Finland) said that , like the Norwegian representative,
':: :' "... ... . - .." .. _.. .. ~.. .. - ,

she a.Ss6ciatedherselfwith the comments on the in~egration of women in national
"V .'"

de~~iopme~t,con-ta.inedinparag~aph:l,l of the Se,cretary-General's report; she

alsoendors~d the views of ECA~xpressedinpoint (c) in paragraph 6 of the,

~i\sa.me report. ..: It was importal1t that,. in addi,;tion to workil1g within women's

c,rga;ni.zation.E1,wpmen should also participate in the activit,ies of political

parti.es .and trade unions,soas eventually-to r-each t11l:hig;hest decision-making

\1·' 'le~ei:i.n/t~~i~;(?;Spectivecountries. ., $hereported with sati s fl3.ction that women

~ ,,~~!~~~~f~:, ::::;:F.·.'.:.;:,.:o.:~~.:~:.·.::t~ni. hne:h:~.·'•.::;Y;:c~:te~:::~=:t:dd~ng
1 theprevi·otis'.mortth. The participation of women i'xi Finni.sh political life was'

·~t~ftdi.t.i.ona.lly ~ery~-t~ong ;~omen had formed 9.5 per' cent of her country', s

qp~rliame.n:t as early .asin 1907 •.I' .. ... I ...

,'1
1
l, ". .' Cl

*.110' ••••ral ....
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• >.

. Mrs. PROBST (Austria) inquired whether it was possible for the~ ,

Secretary-Genera-lto intervene with the Council of Europe with a viewt~the

establishment of a permanent interregional commissfonfor women's· affairs. The

establishment of such a commission or of a jdintcommittee comp;osea. of·members.

of· the Council of Europe's Social Committee ~ as well as of women .repres~ntatives,

from various European Govern:ments and im:portantn;n-governmentalorgani€t().ons"

could be of great help to ,European countries, which ,as, a result ofcontiulliIlg .. '. . ' .. '".' ,-' ..' .", "'.,' " - - " ::,

social change, were confronted with common problems in thef'ieldsOf WOmen's

affairs.

, Mrs. BRUCE (Repre!?entative of" the Secretary.-Gen€!ral)

actionpro:posed by the Austril:l.,nr~Pre~entativewould,

an invitt:3.tion ,by the Economiqand (, Social COuncil.

Miss GELBE:R(Cahada)ex.pressed gratitude

participa.tion of womenin'UNDP-a.ssisted.act'ivities
r-

provided by it 'regarding,thee~ploymeht"Of'Women in '"<;;U""JJ.

:' ,,-' -'. -:.- - .."', >' " - . ';' -. ," .. ' -,~,: . : .: ", .'. ...... .... ':,- <: :j', :,. ,.-.

posts. She noted the extremely lowP!"o~ortionof women holding
\\ ~ .. . , .

posts in UNDp, (see ,E/CN.6/554~paras.57 artd 58). The situa.tion

Endorsing the appeal made by the Indonesian representative, for greater

interest in women 's affair~ on the part of UNDP resident representaUves " she

expressed the hope that more women would be appointed as resident 0
\ .

representatives or deputy resident representatives in the futtire_? it 'was also

to be hoped that more women wquld be nominated by their Governments ,for human

rights fellowships. Generally speaking, it wa.sr~~rettable that so few women
{r'

participated in seminars and other ihternational meetings in, fields other than

those of special interest to wow.en; by refraining from t~rng pa.rt,in such

activities, women were in effect discriminating against tB'ern:selves. It wa.s

likewise to be regretted th~t only one man had participated in the Moscow
_.~?,i

Seminar of 1970.

Lastly, she suggested that~ by analogy with' the International Year for
, .

Action, to Combat Racism, and Racial Discrimination" tl:1~pr9Pos~Q. ,inte+'IJl:l.tioIlaJ,. _.,'
;. ' ..... ,. - .., .' .. . -; '.'~ ,. .,....,"" .... ;- ,.. " ..... ,. .... ',.- ,'-' . -'-'-,.;'" .:.,~.';-'~ ,', :_'~', "'-,"

women's year should be given the title of "international iyear for action to
,', /,

combat discrimination on the grounds of sex" .

,'~
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worse than in other specialized agencies and in the United Nations Secretariat
,

itself,but the lack of women resident represemtatives. was a particularly serious

matter because, as the UNDP r~presentative had explained, reside~t

represeri.tative~ could bring a certain moral influence to bear on Governments in

connexion with the selection of projects for UNDP as~istance. It was self­

evident that a male resident representative was less likely to be sensitive to

projects of special interest to women. Sh~ hoped that the UNDP representative

would convey to his organization the Commission's urgent wish and hope that

every effort would be made in ~t~re to recruit qualified women to field posts

and that\ a. greatly improved statistical b~eakdown of UNDP staff would be

presep.ted to the Commission at its twenty-fifth session.

r)

appeal to UNO? for greater interest in projects relating

need for UNDP assistance was also very great, e~pecially in the field of

teacher-training fo! women in rural areas. Sheexpr~ssed appreciation of UNDP'

assistance· in providing advisory services and training activities for the
r

~extile sector of Thai industry' (ibid.; para. 40), which was proving very

helpful to many Thai women in th~ low-income group.

:i
I
{

Mrs. BOKOR (Hungary) agreed in principle with the Finnish

represeritative's suggestion for the title to' be given to the proposed

international women's year, but wondered whether the notion of combating

discr1~in~tion ori' the groundS of sex might not be interpreted as excluding any
.' J'.

Lsp~cial protection to be given towomen~

Mrs. SIPlr.A (Finland) replied that, just as the International Year for

Action to Comba.tRacism and Racial Discrimination had not excluded action aimed

'~~iredressing.e:X:isting wrongs due to racial discrimination, the proposed

iilterhationalyearfor action to combat discrimiI',lationon the grounds of sex need

bynome;:lns excllld~ actzion aimed' at ensuring specialprotedti,0n of women where

such protection was necessary~ e.g. during :pregnancy and. nursing.,

I . . it
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!he meeting rose at 1 p.m.

Mrs. OBA (Japan) said that she had been interested to hear the

'representative of' Thailand speak of a successful UIIDE!/ assistance programme in

her. country, and wondered what had been the experience of other countries in

that respect. In particular, she' wished to know 'whether UNDP prog~ammes were

generally proving to be successful or effective,. and whether any special. .
problems had been encountered by Governments upon their completion; if',so, she

asked for information on the causes of' those problems and f'or suggestions on

possible ways of overcoming them.
I
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held on Thursde.y, 24 February 1972, ~t 3.10 p.m.

PROGRAMME OF CONCERTED INTERNATIONAL ACTION TO.PROMOTErrHE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN AND
AND TO INCREASE THEIR CONTRIBUTION TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THEIR COUNTBIES(agelida
item 6) (continued) (E/CN.6/1lfGO/239): . .

(a) FURTHER ELABORATION OFA PROGRAMME OF CONCERTED INTERNATIONAL ACTION
(continued) (E/CN.6/532, E/CN.6/533 and Add.l, E/CN.6/554,E/CN.6/559,
E/CN.6/NGO/230, E/CN.6/NGO/235, E/CN.6/NGO/240, E/CN.6/NGO/244,
E/Cli!.6/NGO/245)

(b) ADVISORY SERVICES IN THE FIELD OF HUMAN,RIGHTS (continued)
E/CN.4/1087-E/CN.6/555, ST/TAO/HR/41, ST/TAO/HR/43) .

MINUTES OF THE FIVE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-EIGHTH MEETING

1/
the Secretary-General (United .Nations pUblication, Sales No.:

Mrs. SHAHANI (Philippines) recalled that ,the Secretary-G~nera'l, in. his
, ,

report to the Commission at its nineteenth session, had pro:posedth~preparationof

a programme for the advancement of women in three stages (aee E/CN.6/532, pare.• 6):
-, . ," .,. . .. _,' _ " _', ',_ :',<':"-,"~ .,~~:.:: _" _ . .".: -.-:.... ,:\,l;,:<~··:·_;_:t_,· .

(a) the establishment of specific goals to be achieved; (b) the determinati0rl0f the

special needs and problems of women in relation to thoSegOalSI~ndinrelati()Il~O

economic and social development; and (c) 'the intensification of' action to meet thos~'

needs and overcome those' problems in order to achieve the goals established. I / er·

It remained for the Commission to determine the specifie:: measures to be taken

the national, regional and international levels.

With regard to national machinery, since the plan fora Philippinen~tion~i

commission for the status of women had not.mate!'ialized~consider/3.tion.w/3.snowbeing- . . * - -,' , . . , '.

given to setting up an inter...;department/3.1 committee on' q-qestions affectingwblllenf

employment, education, health, etc.

The Philippine Governm.ent was in favour of extendingintergbvernment~l

co-oper-atdon ; the Presidents ,of Indonesia and 'the:Phi1ippineshadrecentlYd.ed:~ded'

to strengthen the relations between the twocountries,bothbijlaterally~ndwithiIl'

the framework of intern/3.tional organiza:tions like the United Natibns<or regioIlal'·

assb~iations like ASEAN , the Colombo Plan· or ECAFE. A' proposalforiincl,ld.i'nga

, programme for the advancement of womenamohgthe activities of ASEAN'ha,dbeen

favourable received, the main· difficultybeing:thatthescope.ofregional,
" .. ' . "', ', .. : ~ ' .. " .. -. ,.', .:'

co-operationfdr improving the status of~vTomenwasill-defined;/itMas·Ilot,clea.f
"'~ - -'. - , '~,,",:, , "'. - "-. ,'~' ': -,' >, ,., • '. ',' •• ' ,,':.: :'::""":'- ,,":.,- :.:,.::':',-.,:.,,~

wher-e such co-operatdon would begin and 'where it would end. ThePhilipP:Lnes l'Tashot
.'

opposed to the establishment of regional commissions ohthestatu.s 'bfvi6in.en~
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but it took the view that there were already enough regiona~ organizations ,in

Asia within which countries could work together for.the advancement of women.

" 'With ,regard to international actri on , the Philippines delegation approved the

study·prograJIlIllerecomemnded in the .report of the Secretary-General on the further

elaboration of a programme, of concerted action (see E/cN.6/553, paras. 69-7-1),
.~ . .

.~

and stressed the need for further study of indicators. determining the status of

women, .which was a concept that varied from country to country. The small

number of UNDP projects relating to the status of women might also be Lncreased ;

For that purpose, countries' shoulc;J.acquaint themselves' \vi th the procedures for

request'ing assistance ,so as to include projects for the advancement of women.,

r'l

Mrs. MARTE de BARRIOS (Dominican Republic) supported the proposal. for

holding seminar~ between Commission sessions and thanked the-United Kingdom for

'ha:v:Lng ·offered.to a.ct ashostto:f'our of them. ~he also supported the' proposal

by Romania arid Hungary (587th m,eeting) for an international women's year and

expressed the hope that a programme of internatiQnal co-operation would be

wo~kedbut ·for celebratingit. In Latin America, the intergove~nmental

organization for regional. co-operation ·for the advancement' of women was the,

Inter-Americ~nCommission of Women; it would be desirable, in her country's

opinion, to setup similar organizations in other regions.

~.

..'

/ ...

Mrs.CHATER (Tunisia) supported. the proposal to hC?ld an international

yearforwoID.en'sri.ghts~the year 1975, halt: way through the Second Ul1ited lNations

Development Decade, would be completely suitable. .She also approved the proposal
, . I

. that seminars should be . Qrganizedbetween Commission. sessions.

Withr~gard -po the long-term programme~ she recalled that, at its twenty-
1\ .'. I

third session,. the Commission, in its draft resolution II for adoption by the..... . - .. - . .' , . ~

Economican~ Social Council , h~d :fixed a number of general-objectives and minimum

ta.rgets ~~.be achieved ,during the isecond DevelopnientD~cade. ' At i is . twenty-fourth

sessiori,theq~punissionshould adopt a .resolution defining the complementary

roles.,o:t;.·each Qfth~UnitedNationsagenciesaIld.bodies (the ILO, UNESCO, FAO, .0,'

UJ:iIIC:EF, and the commission for. Social Development). It should also request the

vari?':l~.organizationstoindicate the main lines of' their activi.ties for the

advancement of women during the next ten years.

.'" .1-,
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Mrs. KOONTZ (United States of America) recaJ,led tha:~lthe Commission

at its twenty-third session, in its draft resolution II submitted,foradoptioIl

by the Economic' and Social Council, and the International Conference on Human

Rights, held at Teheran in 1968, in its resolution IX,2/ had requested 'Member
,

Stat~s, the specialized agencies and intergovernmentalo;-ganizations to

implement the Declaration on-the Elimination of Discrimination. against Wome~. In. ..1

shoul.d be made of the many existing intergovernmental organizations

co-operation for, the advancement ' of women. For "several years past,

increasing regional activities had been stressed by the specializ,ed

at various seminars. The' UnitedSt~tes delegation thought that
I"

efforts should be concentrated on implementing previous UnitedNat~pns

resolutions and the recommendations of ' seminars on that question anp,that'the

dra.fting of new international ~hstrumen.ts .should be avoided.

Miss, CHATON (France) said that the Commi'ssion on the Status ofWoIllen
'i

should give more attention to those aspects of the world social situation which

were of special interest to women: nutrition; health, education,liy:i.ng
, ~ . ~ • ..::;::-.:::='.:.:--:.:", - . -.- ' . .... "". ~

standards and employment. In her view, women could be regarde~asbeiongingto

the marginal groups -likemigrants frOm thecountrysid.e '.~ which were irrneedof'

spec'ial attention. ' Moreover ,it was necessary to 'V1ork out social indicators 'of

the status of women: theiroppbrtunities ofbbtaining litccess,tohea.lth

institutions, securing decent housing and of receiving anedilcati6n and passing
, ." ,t '... '". .

it on. In other words, the Commission shouldmoveonfrbmtp,eseiiting Of'

standards to more practical matters and should. focus on the social scfencee.,
"

if it wished to act effectively.

Mrs., ALAJylI (Women's International J;>emocratic Federa.tion), speaking

the invitEj.tion of the Chairman, said that> the Federation, which comPrised
• . __ " .•. _.', , .. _.. ._ .... ,.. :__', .1':..;\ .. , ...:. ..... ," :.', _. :'..'._' ..',' '.' ,". ".

107 ~ational organizations and represented milli.onsofwomenOfve,ryidiffei-ing

r;;ocial origins, political views and reiigiou.~ denominations,had,\>eenwork:i.ng
~.: ."', '.-- ..-:,: ':' ." "'.' ".' .... '.'

sinqeitsestablishmen.t forthe~gvan£ementof worneIl.andwhole-heaftedlY13upport~g

all the step~ taken by the United .,Natiol}~and ,the specia~,¥z~d agencies infa.voir·~,

oP.the programme of concerted international a~tion'0~0 ~~bmote ,th]jadvanceltlentof

women (General Assembly resolution 2716 ,(XXV)). . . " ,

.~ her view, use

for regional

the need for

agencies and

2/ See, Final Act of the··Xnternational·Conference on Human
Nations publication, Sales No.: E.68.XIV.2), pp. 10 and 1:1.
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The Federation was planning to organize a seminar in Latin America and to

give'increasedaid to the women's organizations in the African countries fighting
'~J, . 0 " ~."- - "

a,gain$tPortuguese colqnialism and to those' in the count'des of southern' Africa

whe·re apartheid anq racism wererife~"by establishing, with the aid of national
,d ,

v,organiza.tions" and experts , accelerated ,training courses for women in the

l&b'erateda areas 6£ ~he Itf,~ic~n territqries stillunde'r Portuguese domination.

,Thed'ommis'sibn o,n the'"status of Women should propose to the United Nations

q~He,ralASSeIl1blythepr~cl!rination of an "interrlational year for the advancement,

'o:f'womenii~duringwhici{ increased efforts would be made to secure concerted
." .','""", - '" ... - - '., ',' 0:':' ,'- h - - "

action l:. GOvernments 'andnon-~overnmental organizations ,with a view to the

full application of the Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination against

r,Womenand th,~ ~~'~abliil~ent of a;"internationa~ convent~on emboydf.ng ' all the
<:» '"

'principles of the' Declaration. "As would be seen from the statement submitted by
~.:,''--'',' --'~'!;~,_'_{J'-. .: ------_-.",' ; ., -. /

.El 'number of, non-governmental organizations '" on the programme of concerted

int~rnati6nalaption(ElcN .6JNGOI244) ,thO~~~ 'organizatiops, supported that proposal

al1dseve;aJ.'In~mbe:r.sbf'the' Gomm.issionhad made very' ,welcome suggestions for

,g;~~iIlg.greate'rsigriificance to such an' international year'.
. .

Mr-. FOX (Unlted Nations D~Yelopment Programme), I'eplying to delegations
0,;,."",,:_-",_',':"'::,';:: >-'..; ...., _'. "., ': '" __ "_"?,.,, _,_~,.:: ',' " " " " -,Li' '" ;

which" hadin9-lliredab6utthe,possibili;ty of greater assistance for women in rural

area~ saidth17tinterestedPerso~~sli~uld get into touch with the UNDP resident

r~presentative<3.Jh03tihough. main.lyconcerned wj,th UNDP programmes, could also
::"":;"''':''',-'.!~':'''::-: ....",',,-, .... ',. ,'()-"}>'. ',~' :,,','~/..~:,,--.,' "",."" ", ," :,: .'. '

~~f()r!Jl.thernof' o~her f3ourc,~sVlhi~,h might bea:p:p~Qs.ched. lie -I'i'as in contact with

,d:lplomat:i.c re:p~esentatiyes who had access to bilateral sources .and he knew: what
,;! -(\-, ~) ," # •

,~:cef3ol,U'~~~;th~spe6ialiZedagencie"s \~BRD ,or, the ~egiol1albarks had to offer.
. ---::',' 0:," '. ',.' ,', ',',. ~,\ :' ,: " , '::'" ""'~', ' .,' '-:--;1'·'",. \,<.' , .' , " ", ' ',.

Theorganlz.atlons concernedshopld~illot" therefore ,hesltate to discuss with the

,0.'i~esidenfirE7PI'~S'efita.ti.vethe -, ~o~ sibili,tJ1::;Pt'.~~~_airiing '. funds, from UND)? br from
,,"'-','. :":'/,,",' ._~ .. ,::"::"':/:',',",,':;:':,"";'-'" ',",~, ,";:~' '<\, ",':, ,:' '. .:,.:','.:' (;~':}/~' ...j·",:x~\'~-X~~',~\ ,:",' ,.... , ' " ~

SOIllepth~·r/orga.lllzat:J.()l1. Resp0nSlbll:L'e~~c,\foI' th~ executJ.on otprogran:mes
';,".'.".:, :,,;':,=:;-;"":"::/:-':-/'-:"~.' .~,,:(l ,_".,:",,'~',,:,:.. ,", ,-,',:""'.'';:.I--:.> ". . ", '" .. ..". ,'.. ',"_.,>' ,':", ',,' ' .
within·tll© ·U).'ffif;lsystem-.lay'withthe specialized agenci~s as executing agencies.

"">;'" ",·,.,<,:'~~f('!,::~.~:'" 0 :0' "~ "",,',.:,'-", ',', ,'~~" " ',' "'.
.... ' ',<\

I?~.,. ..'·;Mri:J"OIINSTONE(InternatJ.oIl~lLab;ourOI'ganis.ation).said that what was

,.•. ".~'~~~~1~~~~~i1~~~~~:ti;t;l~~:~nid9:i~~:b::n~:=~~~:~·::: ::urse
,:,:.;~'::,:,:<:i,::/:.:i,,".'.;'::,,~·._:,:,,:;"'.- .. ':,:":':'.-,':(/::"" ,.:.,:,:;J~,;\C)~:'.':',',',' ~,.' ." ..,: ..•. "'._' \-~:,.:, ' '. ",' ' , '... . "

,'.. ;bf'tra:i:ning ,or . stUdy •. If' employment opportuniti$swere lacking, the inyestment
, " " "'~: ' ',--" "', " :' ".- , ,," ' , , " , ' " ! ..-' ' "," , ' ,-- ,

vwdUldbewasted.
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Mrs. '.' NOOR (Indonesia) stres.sed tbeneed tasend to, developing countries

experts who not only had the necessary knowledge but were also capapleoI'

understanding. the traditions and customs of thosecouptries.

Mrs. IfRUCE (Representative .0f.theSect~tarY-General)said that it was

very dit:ficult to fi~d.the ideal e~ertin' everycl3.se. TJleCommission'had

reque$ted that a list sJ:1ouldbe drawn up of'availableexperts,both male and

female. The Secretariat had not had time to do so, but such ,a list wOuld

undoubtedly 'L~ useful.

. .

recognized the usefulness of country programming, there was a danger that, .unless

those responsible for projects relating to women. themselves contacted the

non-governmental organizations, no one would think of helping them and the

assistance they received would continue to be very limited.

Miss ZAHRAN (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural

Organization) drew the Commission's attention to th,e annex to the report by UNESCO

on its activities of special interest to women (E/CN.6/557), which contained

information on UNESCO's activities in the field of education. She would be glad

to provide statistic~ on fellowships for any members who were· interested.

Mrs. BRUCE (Representative of the Secretary-General) pointed out that

the programme of advisory services in the field of human rights differed from
.~, J

UNDP.in the sense that the projects financed and carried out under that

programme were not subject to country programming, i.e. they were not established

on the basis of national development ·priorities. The programme of advisory

services thus had certain 'advantages :for activities relating to women, but the

funds available were unfortunately somewhat limited.

Mrs. JOHNsTONE (International Labour Organisation) said that, while she

In reply to a qu~stion put by Mrs. SHAHANI '(Philippines), Mrs. BRUCE

(Representative of the Secretary~General) said it. was the General:A.ssembly which,

in its resolution 926 (X), had established the programme of advisory services

in the field of human rights and had authorized. the Secretary-General to provide
"

. the services of experts, although little use had been made of that l?9ssibility.

Fellows1,lips could be offered and seminars organized under the programme ,but ithe

funds available were very small and the as'sistancerequested' covered the whole
j1

human rights field. ,I

'.,

/ ...
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Mrs. NOOR'(Indonesia) said that very often the experts sent i?o developing

c.ountries proved to be unsatisfactory. As a rule, the Governments of the

countries' concerned were merely. informed in writing of the experts'

9-ualifications. Perhaps they might participate more a9tively in the appointment
~.~ .of experts. Another difficulty,was that the counterpart persqnnel might not be

right for the expert.

Mrs. AKRAWI (Iraq) associated herself with the comments made by the

Indonesian representative. Bhe would like to know how the experts were chosen.

, ,Mr • FOX (United ,Nations Development Programme ) said that every agency

had its own system. but the rules applied had many points in common. As a rule,

when an expert was needed for a post, for an app~oved project, it was the,

specialized agency, as executing agency, that was responsible for his recruitment.

Some specialized agencies proposed several candidates to the country concerned,

which then made a choice. Others, in an effort to simplify matters, proposed

only one candidate, and, if he ,was rejected, then proposed another. TheUnited

N~tipns never sent an expert to a country unless he had been accepted by that

country . Some countries, before accepting an expert , instructed a diplomatic

;t'epr~sEmtatJ.ve t.O contact him"and report back. As' experts came from. all over

'"the world, mistakes could be made ,but the organizations took their role very

seriquslyanddid their best to propose the most suitable candidates.

Miss PLUME (Associated Country' Women of the World) ,speaking, at the

invitation of'the Chairman, observed that, although in country programming it

was the Government which took the decisions, non.';'governmental organizations,
, .'.' .'. .' I

because of their very close links wit:p. tp.e population', particularly in rural

areaS, co1lld nevertheless play a very important part in nutrition, child welfare,

soc;i.$lse;rv.ices and education. Unfortunately, the resources available to them

were verysma.ll.·

"Possessiopof'the required technical expertise 'was not all that mattered

for an, expert,. Tp be really useful., he must have the necessary experience to work

at the community~evel. He must be capable of showing the population how to
. .'.'.' - .' . .' i

use new techniques , particularly. in a.griculture, and of dealing also with

health que~tions. I

/ •• 0
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Mrs. JONES (Pan-Pacific and Southeast Asia Women's Association),

speaking at the invitation of the Chairman, supported what the Indonesian

representative had said.. She knew from experience that the .most important thing

was the attitude of the experts. They should be imbued with the· idea that they

had more to learn than to teach; otherwise, t,hey would not succeed in their task.

Mr. FOX (United Nations Development Programme) expla~ned how voluntary

agencies could co-operate with UNDP. If they were represented in the country

requesting assistance, those responsibld for carrying out the programmes,who

knew that they must first of all mobilize pUblic opinion in favour of their

activities, contacted the competent agencie? If the agencies were represented

at the headquarters' of the specialized' agencies, they should' 'make their needs

and desires known to the agencies responsible for organizing and executingprOjects~

Mrs. JOHNSTONE (International Labour Organisation) said that, at the
~

request of a Government" a national non-goves-nment.af, organization might' be

given the responsibility·of carrying out a project. That had occurred, for

example, in Sierra Leone. Non-governmental organizations should wo~kin

close co-operation with'the specialized agencies. TheILO, for its part,­

recommended its experts to establish contact with trade unions and employers'

organizations in the countries where they were working.

Mrs. SHAHANI (Philippines) said,phe was not sure whether countries could

notmake greater use of the services of the experts available under the. programme

of advisory services in the field of human rights or whether, on the other'hand,

they should not take greater advantage of fellowships and seminars.

Mrs. ,BRUCE (Representative of the Secretary-General) Said that it was

very difficult to give an opinion, since not enough exPerience waS ~vai:La1:l1ein

the matter. It was clear, however, that q'..:>vernments could, where they ,thought it

necessary, request the services of experts under the programme. Perhaps a littie
more pUblicity would help to make sucl:1ipossibi.litiesbetter known.

The CHAIRMAN declared the debate on agenda item 6 .(a) and (b) .clos~d •

.';~j •o.



INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS AND NATIONAL STANDARDS RELATING TO THE STATUS OF WOMEN
(agenda item. 3) (concluded)* (E/CN.6/L.599/Rev.3, E/CN.6/L.616, E/CN.6/L.626,
E!CN.6/NGO/246)
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Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) introduced the

revised ver~ion of the USSR d;aft resolution on international inst~uments

Mrs. TILNEY (United Kingdom) introduced the new text of the amendments

by Tunisia and the Uniteu Kingdom (E/CN.6/L.626) to draft resolution

E/CN.6/L.599/Rev.3, and stated that the sponsors of those amendments withdrew

the amendment ,to operative pa~agraph 2 contained in paragraph 3 (b).

I
~
1

lj
~1 relating to the status of women (E/CN.6/L.599/Rev.3). There was a further

j amendment to operative paragraph 3; the words lithe Secretary-General," should b~1 ,
i· added after the word "Requests",
I
1
I
1
!

I
j

Mrs. BOKOR (Hungary) ,said she supported the Soviet draft resoiution and

. proposed that the Commission should adopt it as itstood~ .

Mrs. SIPItA{Finland) proposed that the words "with regard to the
'""""SI - c

upbringing of children" in. the second preambular paragraph should be replaced by

the words. "as mothers ",
c

1,,

Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) accepted the

Finnish amendment and proposed the closure of the debate.

Thatp:rapasal i-asa.darted by 20 Yates to 2, with 6 abstentions.

The-CHAIRMAN invited the Commission to vote on the amendments proposed

by Tunisia 'and the United Kingdom and on the paragraphs of the'draft resolution

to which they related.

The amendment to the finalpreambular paragraph (E/CN.6/L.626, para. 1) was

adopteuby 16, votes to 5,with 7 abstentions.

The final preambular ~aragraph of draft resolution E/CN.6/L.599/Rev.3, as
• '-. ~'. -' . . . . ( . .. ,. i

~ended , was "adopted by 26 votes to none, with 2 abstentions.
-,

Mrs .NIKOLAEvA{Union of Soviet Socialist; Republics) said there was no

need toe vote again on the insertion of the words "or 'instruments" in operative

, * Resumed from the 585th meeting.
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The meeting rose at 6. 55 p .m,

11 The text of the resolution adopted was subsequently circulated as
document E/CN.6/L.628.

Mrs. SIPlLA (Finland) explained that She had voted for the..draft resolution

as a whole~ even though she could see nO,logicalclink between the first, and second,

part of the operative part; in any event~ it was quite clearthat~if,Go\r~rnments

were not interested in adopting a new international instrument, theywould,not

send rep~esentatives to the meeting of the working group.

Mrs. KOONTZ (United States of America) explained that her delegation

had been unable to support the decision to establish a ~orking gtoup~ becaus~ that

decision had finan,cial implications and because, furthermore, vthe need, to adopt

a new international instrument had not yet been established.

10. 0

Mrs. KOLSTAD (Norway) explained that she had abstained in the vote on

paragraph 2 of the resolution, becaus.e she doubted whether so large a working

group could be really effective~ and because she thought there was a certain lack

of logic between the first and last parts of that paragraph.

paragraphs 1 and 2, since the amendment which had just been adopted applied to

the draft resolution as a whole.

The amendment to add~ at the end of operative paragraph 1, the words "and

to prepare a working paper taking into account the replies of Governments tl

(E/CN.6/L.626~ para. 2 (b» was adopted unanimously.

Operative paragraph 1 of draft resolution (E/CN.6/L.599/Rev.3~as amended~

was adopted unanimouslL'

. Operative paragraph 2 of draft resolution E/CN.6/L.599/Rev.3~ as amended by

Tunisia and the United Kingdom (E/CN.6/L. 626 ~ para. 3 (a) L was adopted by

24 votes to l~ with 2 abstentions.

, Operative paragraph 3 ~ as orally amended, was adopted by 27 vote's ~£2!0ne ~

with 1 abstention.

Draft resolution E/CN.6/L.599/Rev.3 as a whole~ as amended~ was adopted by

27 votes to none~ with 1 abstention. 3/

MrS. MOHAMMED (Nigeria) explained that she had abstained in the vote on

, \" paragraph 2 of the resolution ~ because she considered it :essentia.l that the legal

instrument should be a convention.
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Resumed from the 586th meeting.

Resumed from the 585th meeting.

\

*
**

held on Friday, 25 Februar,y 1972; at 10.55 a.m.

MINUTES OF THE FIVE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-NINTH MEE~ING

Mrs. KOONTZ (United States of America) said that, as one of the sponsors

of draft resolution E/CN.6/L.613, she wished to propose the addition of a new

paragraph 3 at the end of the operative part, reading as follows:

"Recommends that consideration be given by Member States of the

United Nations to the development of programmes designed to increase awaren~ss

on the part of both men and women and to bring about a balance in social

attitudes towards members of both sexes in the matter of responsibility

for birth out of wedlock."

In the absence of the Chairman, Mrs. Andrei (Romania), Vice-Chairman, took

the Chair.

THE ROLE OF WOMEN I~ THE FAMILY (agenda item 5) (continued):*

(a) STATUS OF THE UNMARRIED MOTHER (continued)** (E/CN.6/L.613, E/CN.6/L.618,
E/CN.6/L.619, E/CN.6/L.623)

Mrs. PROBST (Austria) read out a series of amendments she proposed to

the last preambular paragraph and operative 'paragraphs 1 and 2 of draft

resolution E/CN.6/L.613.

In the last preambular paragraph, she proposed the substitution of the word

"appr-opr-Latie " for the word "possible" between the words "all" and "means";.certain

measures, though possible, might not be appropriate from the point of view of

'Governments, e.g. if the unmarried mother was still a minor and incapable of

assuming all the rights and duties of,motherhood! She agreed to the addition 'to

that paragraph proposed by the Norwegiau:cepresentativeatthe 585thmeeting, b,ut

suggested the deletion from it of the words "all aspects or" •

In operative paragraph 1, she suggested that it would be more correctitospeak

of the Governments of Member States than of Governments ~ndMember Statesand;'f1l!'ther

proposed the deletion of the words "where this problem exists" aSbeingredundanp.



E/CN.6/Min.589 -166-

In operative par-agraph 2, she p-opoaed the insertion of the words "unless on

I account of age or other incapacity the competent authority decides that in the
,
I interest of the chi~d this rule should be waived" after the words "provided for
I
1 by lawll in subparagraph (b). The amendment, which in effect amounted to restoring
'1
J '.part of the text of draft resolution VI submitted by the Commission to the
:1! Economic and Social Council, was an important one and, unless it was accepted,

, 'the Austrian delegation wQuld be unable to vot~ for the draft resolution as a
j

l' whole. She further proposed that, in view of the difficulty of concealing the

fact of birth out of wedlock where the mother bore her maiden name, the words

"if possible" shd'Uldbe inserted between the words "chd Ld" and "Ln such a manner"

, in subparagraph (b) (i). The wordsilthe unmarried mother. •• shall' transmit" in

sUbparagraph (b) (ii) should be replaced by the'words,llthe nationality of 'the

mother shall be transmitted to the child il
• The principle involved in the second

sentence of tllatsubparagraph might giv:e ri~e to practical difficulties, e sg , ,in

the case' of children born out of wedlock who were living with the mother but had

the nationality of the father. She proposed the replacement of the word "Bbabe"

,'._' betwee,n:tbe words "by the" and Utothemother" in the third sentence 'of'

subparagraph (b) (i,v) by "competent authorityn and of the word "possible" between

the words "all" and "assistancen by the VTord "appropriate ll in the same sentence,

to bring the text into line with the amendment. she had proposed to the last

p;r:-eaJIlbular paragraph; she further proposea the 'insertion of the words "or court ll

between the words Iiauthorityll and "for the support" in the ninth line of that,

subparagr~ph. She supported the proposal by Belgium and France, (see E/CN.6IL.6l8)

:for,thed.eletion of subparagraph (b ) (y). A3. far as subpar-agraph (b) (vi) .was

concernE!d~ she drew attention to the fact that it was not always possible to

ensureth~t thel;lnmarried mother 'should enjoy the same measure of social ,assistance

and social security as other mothe~s; for 'example, an unma:r'ried mother could not,

like amar:r'ieq. woman, claim pension benefits on the strene;th of her husband's.

co.ntriblitions.

Mrs~ ZAEFFERER de GOYENECHE (Argentina) introduced the amendment to
\ '

'draft resollltion E/CN.6/L.6l3 sponsored by her delegation together with the

delegation of Colombia (E/CN.6/L.623). The word Ilpr e j udi ce" in operative

-e



paragraph 1, in Spanish at least, implied an ,irrational attitude, and she did

not see how such an 'attitude could be modified by any legal measures; the phrase

"harm caused by lack ofunderstanding" would seem to express the Commission's

intentions more accurately~ The phrase ilandto secu~e them an acceptance ,on 'an

equal footing with otherfamilies i1 appeared to her to be too radical. In

adopting a draft resolution of universal scope, the Commission should bear in

mind the widely differing conditions which prevailed in different parts of the

world; in some countrdes , where marriage. entailed considerable hardship owing to

local tradition and culture, treatment of unmarried mothers on an equaL footing
, . . . -;<--'

wfth wives might discourage women from marrying and so involve a threat to the

institution of the family. In her own country, a divorce law had been enacted

but had had to be repealed a year later because so many women , especially of the

poorer class, had avai.Led themselves of it., In attempting to impJ:'ove the status

of the unmarried mother, it was important not to take any action thatniight be

detrimental to society at large. For all thoser~asons, the amendment of the ,

Argentine and Colombian delegations proposed the replacement of :the phrase in

question by the words "and ensuring greater protection for the mother and her

child" •

-167- E/CN.6/Min.589

Mrs. BOKOR (Hungary) said she supported draft resoltltion EjCN. 6/L .'613.

The' laws of her own country fully corresponded to the spirit of tJ;1e draft

resolutiqnand even went beyond it in ensuring everJ possible assl.stanceto the

unmarriecimother and to the child born out of wedlock. She also accepted. the

additional paragraph proposed by the United ,States representative.

With regard to the. amendments proposed by Belgium and France (E/CN.6/L.618'Y,

she would oppose the proposed am.endmentto subparagraph {a} of operative
, . ,

,paragraph 2 because maternal ,filiation at least shoukd be established aut<:>ma.t':i.hally

in all cases; the proposed a.I)lendment to'the introductory sentence 01:"

subparagraph (b) was unacceptable for the same reason. She alsoopposkd the

proposed amendment to subparagraph (b) (iii). As forsubparagraph', (b} (y-) :sh~

did not agree that it dealt exclusively with the rights of the dhild,sirice,

,.under subparagraph (b) (iii), the, unmarried mother would be vested with the right

to manage her Child's inheritance; the subparagraph should therefore'be maintained.

/ ....



not prel3s her amendments.
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/ ...

Mrs. DEBATS-DENIS (Belgium) said th~t~ as the representative of Hungary

had pointed out, in adopting the draft resolution., the Commission could not hope

to introduce a set of IE7gal rules acceptable to all countries. It was precisely

for that reason that, together with the representative of France, she was

proposi~gthe amendment to sUbparagraph (a) of operative paragraph 2 set out

in docum~nt E/CN.6,1L.6l8; by taking into consideration the reservations of some

Governments in the matter of automatic maternal filia.tion, the Commission would

not be weakening the general principle of the unmarried mother's right to be.

am.other.in the fullest sense of the.word. She agreed with the representative

of Hungary that the proposed amendment tosubparagraph (b) of operative

paragraph. 2 .was consequent upon that to subparagraph (a). As to the proposed

amendmeAt to sUbparagraph (b) (iii), the text of the draft resolution as it stood

was not clear andc.ould be interpreted to mean that the :unmarried mother should

bevested:withall rights even when paternal affiliation was established or when

she didno.twish to bring up her child. The proposal to 'delete subparagraph (b ) (v)
,

:was: motivated .by the wish to avoid duplicating the. work of another United Nations
. '. .

body. She was willing to accept the United Kingdom.amendment to operative

. paragraph 2 (E/CN.q/L.619) and any other proposal'aimed at eliminating the

problem of the child's name and nationality from the text of the draft resolution. '

In the interest of unan'imity, she. would be prepared to withdraw the first and

second of the amendments she was co-sponsoring with the delegation of France, but

urged members. to give unanimous support to the third and fourth amendIrlents which,

she believed, would enlist greater support from Governments for the draft

resolution as a whole.

She was also unable to support the first two amendments proposed by the United

Kingdom (E/CN.6/L.6l9) relating to subparagraph (b) (i) and (ii) of operativ~

pax-agraph 2~ becaus~ the question of the name and nationality of the child born

out of wedlock was extremely important and the Commission's position on the

matter should be stated in the clearest possible terms. Lastly, while

appreciating several of the points raised by the Austrian representat.ive~ she

(emphasized that the text under discussion was not an international convention but. '

only a'draft resolution and therefore proclaimed general principles rather tha,n

detailed. rules. She· accordingly hoped that the Austrian representative would
'\
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Mrs •.KOLSTAD (Norway) commenting on'·thevariblis· observations and>

proposed 'amendments concerrring draft res.elution E/CN.• 6/L.6l3,said she did not'

agree that it was i~poss~.~~e tb: establish.ul1iformuniversalrulesowing tot'he

variation ·inlaws and.: !.l?ractices-b~tweerfcou:ntries.·TJ:ied:i:-aftresolutiortun:d.er~
r

consideration merely re.co:illInended'certainmeasuresand practices, as 'w'as clea.rff6:riJ.

Mrs. TILNEY (United .Kingdom) intr9duced her delegation's amendments

(E/CN.6/L.6l9) to draft resolution E/CN.6/L~6l3. In the first place, her

delegation proposed the deletion of sub];aragraph' (b) (i) of operative p~l:'agraph 2

because, under the law of England, Wales and Scotland, a child born out of

wedlock .acquired El. surname by usage or reputation, a surname which might be that

of its mother or any other surname including that of the putative father, whether

or not paternity had been formally established. Her de'Legatd on considered that

to require a child. to be. given the mobher t a surname in all cases where paternity
1

had not been proved would be more restrictive th~n the existing United Kingdom

law and that it would be improper - and impos,sible under United Kingdom law -t<:>try

to impose the principle on unmarried mothers and their childr.en. Other countries
:.:::;-,:,c,

/ ...

might have other difficulties and it would be better to Leave them free to decide

the question themselves.

The second amendmerrt , which was to replace the first sentence of

subparagraph (b) (ii) of operative paragraph 2, was proposed 'becauae, under United

Kingdom law, any child born out of wedlock in t~e United Kingdom or its colonies

automatically received citizenship, whereas the child of United Kingdom citizens

born outside the United Kingdom or its colonies could receive its mother's

nationality only if she applied for registration of the. child as a United Kingdom

national.

With regard to the third amendment, which. was to replace the word a State11 in

subparagraph (b) (iv) of operative 'paragraph, 2 by the. words "appropriate

authorities'\ she could accept the words "competient; authority" suggested by tl:le

Austrian representative. \

Her delegation would be unable to vote ,forsubparagra;ph (b ) (iT and (ii) of
j'/ •

operative paragraph ~ as' at present drafted,. since it was contrary tq Unit~d.

Kingdom law.
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tl;1e opening 'Words of operative para.graphs 1 and 2. The fact that the principles

set out in the text might conflict with national laws on a few points should

not cause delegations to vote against it, since the principles were merely put

forward aggoa~s towards w~ich Governments should work in eliminating prejudice

against unmarried mothers.

With regard ,to the Belgian and French amendments to operative paragraph 2

(E/CN.6/L.618) ,the amendment to sUbparagraph (a) was not acceptabfe , because it

would deprive the draft resolution of much of its value. The amendment to

subpar.agraph (b) (iii) would be' acceptable only if it applied to the second part

of the subparagr~ph. She could not agree to the proposed deletion of

~subparagraph (b) (v}, because the connexion between father and child was important

and the provision would give more security to the mother.

With regard to the'United Kingdom amendments (E/CN.6/L.619), the first

amendment concerning the surname of the child was not acceptable. Although, as

suggested in the d·l,s.cussion, the use of the mother's surname could be a
-" ... . . ~

disadvantage in a commun~ty where the mother was known, if she moved to another

neighbourhood and called heri?elfamarriedwoman, it would be better for t4e

child to bear' her surname, since it would be living wii;h her.

As far .a~"the amendment of Argentina and Colombia (E/cN. 6/L. 623) was
•

concerned, the sponsors. of the draft resolution could accept the replacement of

the words>lIdoing' away with prejudice against them" by the words Ilelim~nating

the. harI!l· caused byle-ck of understanding;~'. They coul.d not, however, accept the

propqsalto rep:J..ace th~'~\words "to secure them an acceptance on an equal footing .

with,other families" by the 'Words "ensuring greater protection for the mother

and her child",' because that" meant something different.

With regard to the amendments proposed orally by the Austrian representative,

her. delegation could accept the replacement of the, word "possible" by the word

,"appropriate'} in the last preamblllar paragraph, but ~he. had not been able to. .
c<?nsult the other sponsOrs. The proposal to delete the words "all .aspects of"

frOPl,th,e phraSe added to that paragraph also s~emed acceptable' at first sight.

With':t:'ega~d'to,theproposalto delete the words''v;here this prOblem exists" in

:op~I'ati:ve'par~graph 1, she suggested that those words should be replaced by the
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·... '1

words "which encounter this problem". In connexion with the proposed insertion

in subparagraph (b) of operative p,aragraph 2, the sponsors had taken the text

of that subparagraph from paragraph 1 of resolution VI adopted by the Commission

at its twenty-third session but had deliberately excluded the words in question,

in order to protect an unmarried mother .who was under age from undue pressure

frpm pS'rents or family. She accepted the first two amendments to >.

subparagraph (b) (iv) , but thought that the insertion of the words "or- court" in

the ninth line were unnecessary, since the court was a competent ~uthority.

Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt) ~ commenting on the various amendments, said' she

supported the idea of automatic maternal filiation, which'did not conflict with

her country's laws. She thought that the mother should "be free to decide on

the child's surname. Where parental authority was concerned, she felt that to

vest such authority in the mother might cause difficulties in some countries

which recognized only a father's parental authority~

'She was in favour 0 f retaining subparagraph (b) (v) of" operative paragraph 2 ,.. ...,
because she believed in the legitimate relationship between mother andchfla;

even if the mother was not marr.ied, and therefore in the need to establlshthe

child's inheritance rights.

The United Kingdom amendment to the first sentence of subparagraph (b) (ii)

~f 6perativeparag~aph2 (E/CN.6/L.6l9), seern~dunIlecessaryinviewbf'. the

.<J

second sentence.

With regard to the second part of the amenc1Inentto. o~erative l?aragrl3.ph 1

proposed by Argentina anci Colombia (E/CN.6/L.623), she was in favour of

retaining the original text but, in view of" the cOmments mad~l.Jyother

:r:epresentatives, suggested that the last phrase sh~uld.be modified· to :r-ead

i1on an equal footing.;-dth other members of":society" . c

She would like. to know why operative paragraph 3 ofi.' draft
. , . . -~' ,;>.,

adopted 'by the Commission at its twenty-thirdsessionhadbeen omitted.

Mrs. CUR.LING (.Costa Rica>'sai~that she did not agree With the United

Kingdom amendment for the deletion of subparagraph . (b) {i)af oPerative

paragraph 2, since the provision could beadj'\Istedtothe .1aw;soI'IllpstcOllntries.y­

She supported the Argentine and . Colombian, amendment."

....
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l4rs. KOONTZ. (United States of America) said that that text was

,acceptable.

Mrs. KOLSTAD (Norway) said that the Egyptian representative's suggestion

regarding the last phrase of operative paragraph 1 was acceptable to her delegation

and that of the United states of America but she could not speak for all the

sponsors of ,the draft resolution.

With regard to the omission of operative paragraph 3 of Commission

resolution VI, she had already explained that, since the social aspects of the

probl~mhad been covered by other resolutions adopt~d by the Commission and the

C.o~cil, it had been ~hought better to :restrict the present draft resolution to

the legal aspects.

MissGELBER (Cana~a) said that the objection raised to

subpar.{:tgraph Cb) (v) of operative paragraph 2 might be met by redrafting it to

refer to the offspring of unmarried mothers instead.of to J:!f::rsons born out of '

vredlock.

She ~ugg~sted that the new operative paragraph 3 proposed by' the United States

representative might be wbrdedas follows:

.. ~i'Rec~mmends that wh~re appropriate consideration should be given by

Member States of the United Nations to the development of programmes

designed to increase awareness. of the existing double. standard in

a1.locat,i.ng social responsibility for births out of wedlock, so as to

bring about a balance in those social attitudes towards members of both

sexes in the responsibility for such births ."

i~~~:~;J;5;;:~~~_~~-~_~~;~:~£~,~ __,=:I: ti I In. L Cl IU....mnaro
'r -..--,.-'' -_. -- - - ~'-C_~~~.=_~_,=l;t', -..,~.=.'t..S,t7~~=::e::'.,.'"::"::=~-;:~::C::·~·""~_"""_...,-:I.,\--:-t.,.-:-:--"~,:,_ -~_·"~"""'·--;:'-·:':----:~C~-:::::~"~::~':':'~~:·.:::;:~-:~-:;:.:::::~:;..:.::..-:::~<:::;.-:,;,:,~:::::::;::"::::::-"";:':~~."::-';:-;'_:::':;::=::::..:~:'::':'::':::'_"':':::::'::':::";~'_:.:'::::..:.:::::-::.::::i,.
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'Mrs .. ZAEFFERERde GOYENECHE (Argentina) said she was in general agreement

with the draft reSOlution. ,She also supported the proposed new operative

~pa~agraph3 in the version just read Out by the Canadian representat.ive. She could

suppprtthe sepOnd of. the united Kingdom amendments and the amendments submitted

by France and Belgium. . In' particular, she supported the proposal of the latter

twoderega~i.onsforthe .deletion ofsub,paragraph (b) (v) of .. operative paragraph 2,
:". ,,""",',- - -' - . .-'

since>j:lerJJovernment1;as opposed to the aame :Ltl1:Leritance rights being accorded to
- -;",'''''i' "-"--.'.c",·_~,,-: ,"-- .,..,:..- __._,. .__ •

chi,:;t(iren'borIl butofwed.iock as' tio children bdrhi~ wedlock'.

She 1-10uld comment on the Austrian amendments when they had been circulated

.inwriting ..
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The CHAIRMAN suggested that, .after the Austrian amendments had been

circulated in writing, the sponsors of the draft resolution and those of tlie

amendments should meet to prepare a new draft .
..

Mrs. SIPILA (Finland) suggested that, when preparing a new d:r:aft

resolution, the sponsors should consider accepting the Austrian proposal on

nationality.

She also suggested: that the word "facilities" should be inserted at the end

of subparagraph (b) (vii) of operative paragraph 2.

(c) STATDS OF WOMEN AND FAMILY PLANNING (~uded)* (E/CN.6/L.624)

Mrs. MARTE de BARRIOS (Dominican Republi~) introduced draft resolution

E/CN·.6/L.624 on the status of women and family planning, on behalf of the sponsors.

Mrs. SIPILA (Finland) suggested that the words' Ilto the Governments of

Member States andl? should be inserted in operative paragraph 4 after the word

"appreciation". She also suggested that the second part of the paragraph should

be made into a separate paragraph, preceding operative paragraph 4" and reading:

"Urge.§.. the non-governmental organizations to continue to extend' their valuable

collaboration for this purpose; ",

'Mrs< KOONTZ (United States of America) proposed the addition in

operative paragraph 1 of the words "world-wide and"'af'ter the words "possibility

of holding".

Mrs. MARTE de BARRIOS (Dominican Republic) accepted those amendments.

Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of' Soviet Socialist Repuhlics) said that, in

considering family planning, the Commission was duplicating the work of the
, '

P,opulation Commission. Moreover, as some representatives had pointed out, family

planning concerned men and women equally, so that ,a resolution by the CQnm1ission

would reflect only one side of the problem. For those and other reasons, she CoUld
I~'

not support the draft resolution.•

Draft resolution E/CN.6/L.624,

with4abst~ntions.l/
as amended, was adopted by 20 'yotes to none ~

The meeting rose at 1.10 p im•
.::::::::

* Resumed from the 586th meeting.

1/ The text of the resolution adopted was subsequentlY.circulated as
document E/CN.6/L.630. /.
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held on Friday, 25 February 1972, at 3.20 p.m.

Mrs. AGUAYO (Chile) introduced the draft resolution on the status of

women in private law submitted by Argentina, Chile, Colombia, ,Costa Rica, the

Dominican Republic, Finlanc and Uruguay (E/CN.6/L.625).

Draft resolution E/CN.6/L.625 was adopted by 23 votes to non~ with

3 abnentions.l/

Miss ZAHRAN, (United Nations Educational, Scientific and.. Cultural

Organization) 'gave an account of UNESCO's activities for. the advancemenf of

women during the last three years, and drew attention to a correction which.,=,f,

required to be made on page 3 of the annex to the report on UNESCO activitieSbf

special interest to women (E/CN. 6/557): the figures for the People '.S Democratic
, '

Republic of Yemen should read: . 111970/1971: total 125; women 20-1971/1972:. '. -. -"

total 216; women 4091
• The figures for 1969/1970 should be deleted•.

She regretted that ,fortechnica~ reasons, it had been Jlossib1e to. prep~re

and circulate only in a French version the 's:tudy on equality o:faccessofgirls

and women to educatdon in the context of rur~). dev~lopment (E/CN.61566). That

study would be revised in the light of further replies tb·the·questionnaire

(ibid. , annex I) sent to all.memb~rs and associatedm~mbers. of UNESCOand.wou~d

be resubmitted to the Commission at. its twenty-fifth session.

PROGRAMME OF CONCERTED INTERNATIONAL ACTION TO PROMOTE THE ADVANCEMENT OF 'WOMEN
AND TO INCRF..ASE THEIR CONTRIBUTION TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THEIR CQUNTRIES
(agenda item 6) (continued):**

(c ) ACTIVITIES OF THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES TO PR.OMOTE THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN
(E/CN.6/556, E/CN.6/557, E/CN.6/566)

(d) CO-OPERATION WITH INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGAl-Jl:ZATIONS OU,TSIDE THE. UNITED.N'ATIONS
SYSTEM (E/CN.6/558) 2/

THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN THE FAMILY (agenda item 5) (continued):

(b) STATUS OF WOMEN IN PRIVATE LAW (concluded)* (E/CN.6/L.625)



For practical .reasons, the study referred to covered only some of the main

aspects of UNESCO's long-term programme to ensure eClual access of girls and women

to education. ·The programme was intersectoral and mUltidisciplinary~ and ~as

carried out partly in collaboration with other agencies associated with the

United Nations.

After describing the experimental projects carried out in that field in the

Upper Volta~ Chileav,d Nepal, she reviewed UNESCO's priority are~s of activity

affecting the education of women: literacy, the access of girls and women to

technical and vocational education~ and access of 'both these population groups

to education in the context of rural development. She then referred to the

training of female cadres (a programme of fellowships and advanced study courses)

and to .the consideration', at various regional cpnferences of Ministers of

Education, of queatd ons relating to the education of women.

E;/CN.6/Min.590 -176-

Mrs. MARTE de BARRIOS (Dominican Repub.lic) thanked the representative

of UNESCO for her interesting statement. She described her country's literacy

Cainpaign , ..which had led to its being awarded in 1971 the UNESCO prize for
i

promotion of literacy, and she stressed the need for UNESCO to concentrate its

effort.s on. the education of women in rural areas.

As UNESCO itself acknowledged in its report on UNESCO activities of special

interest to women, the principal information media had developed considerably in

. recent years and could play a vital- role in a mass campaign for the education

and advancement of women. but there were few projects using mass information media

for wide~ranging action specifically oriented towards the female public (see

E/CN.6/557, para. 25). It was therefore t~ be hoped that UNESCO would shortly

undertake interdisciplinary st:Udieson that subject, as the Commission had reCluested

in resol.utionI on the influence of mass communication media on the formation

of a neW attitude towards the' role of women in present-day society, which had

been adopted during the present session (E/CN.6/L.610).

She deplored the fact that the award of fellowships under the programme for

eClual access of girls and women to education had been suspended until the next

General Conference of UNESCO in 1973-1974.

-,

/ ...

'I
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~. AGUAYO (Chile) said that sh~ also hoped UNES~O would make a major

effort to comply with the req11est made to it by the Commission in its resolution

I (XXIV) on the subject of mass communication media.

~ Mrs. SHAHANI (Philippines) express~d her appreci~tion to the

representative of UNESCO.

Referring to the study on equal access of girls and women to education in the

context of rural development, she stressed the importance of giving those

population groups access to technical arid vocational education, in order to enahLe

them to occupy their proper place in the life of their country. She also observed. . . ~

that all educational programmes for women should take into aCCOtL~t the needs and

requireme~ts of the developing countries,

Miss BACON (United States of America) congratluateo TJNESCO on its report

on UNESCO activities of special interest to women.and the International Labour

Office on its report on ILO activities of special interest in relation to the

employment of women (ElCN .6/556) , Those reports showed the efforts being made

by the two organizations in areas u~ special interest for women. It appeared

from the information given in the· report of the Secretary·-General on the further

elaboration of a programme of concerted action (E/CN.6/553 and Add.l) that FAO

was actively concerning itself with such questions 'as training in home economi.cs ,

nutrition and z-ura.L development. It -therefore appeared neceasary to strengthen'
". " .

the co-operation among the specialized agencies and between them.andtheCommission.

The members of the Commission had listened with great interest to the information

furnished at the present sess~on by tlle representatives of the lLO, UNESCO

and UNDP, and it was regrettable that FAO, WHO and UNICEF were not represented
I

at the session, Her delegation thought that steps should be ~aken to. ensure that~

the last three'organizations attached higher priority to those aspects of their

work which were of special interest for vomen.

It was gratifying to note the role which the internationala.nd national'

non-governmental organizations were playing. In view of the limited funds
','

available to the United Nations agencies, it might be desirable -for Member States

to study their problems ~ointly in the framework of regional women's groups

dealing with questions relating to the status of women.

ed
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At the Seminar on Civic and Politica:J.. Education of Women ~ held in Ghana
D . .

i~!J,968, it had been suggested that ~ndivi.duals could.act in a liaison capacity

'With Go;ernments in matters of interest to wo~en.3/ [:limilarly, non-g. ~:vernmental
"and. other voluntary organizations might appoint llcollabora~or:-"ll to work with the

~~ ~

representatives. of· the specialized agencies in the different countries; They

could draw: the attention of their organizations and the sp~ciali~ed agencies to

theI!lost urgent problems and the means of ~vercoming'them. /
-: , - , : " ',' ,', , :., (;

.' Her ,d.elegation hoped that/Bl.;;.f3 ILO, UNESCO and FAO would expand their

abti.Jities.'With a view to impr~Ving the status of women~ and that the other

~~eciJalized ag~ncieswould lend more active assistance to other. agencies , to the
11':,-'" : _. ~

Commission on the Status of Women~ to the regional economic commissions and to

the.non-go-&-ernmen.tal organizations.

Mrs. JOHNST01'IE(International' Labour Organisation), introducing the

report by 'the Inteornational' LaboUr Office on ILO activities of special interest

in relation to the employment of women (E/CN.6/556), observed that all ILO

a.ctiv:i.tieswere of concern to women. Everything that the ILO did in the fields

;, pf.worldrigand.· livingcondi'H.ons ,social security ~ employment, human resources
:3 '. • ' ~ •

; development, industrial relations and the organization of co-operatives was just

as important for 'Wom-en as for· men. The ILO was convinced that the practical

a:pplicEJ.;bion of the p:dnciplesithad laid down required the full co-operation of

·bcithmen'and women.

~ 0 !.> As.wasindicated in chapter II of the report ~ the ILO was continuing to make
~to 'progfes~ih the application of the 136 Conventions and 144 Recommendations making
~- - . • •.. '.! .•••••..-. 1\

'l.~•...l..:_'.•_...•, UtPh>theblnl·terna~{~0n.al1·Lab~urt. Code. It. was at ""?" particullar~y conCetrn~d with
, '.' ·.e.p:ro .. em ofunemp oymen and under-employment m the deve opa.ng coun r res , and

,'W':i.tl1humanresources 'development ~ including vocational training. However ~ despite

i' ,.. tneeff6i'ts· made.. in that field, most of the projects undertaken by the ILO
~
~r .~eachedthe male population only. It was therefore necessary to continue seeking

meai::ls of ensuring that women had access to all types of vocational training. So

"far as women' in rural areas were concerned~ the ILO was co-operating with FAO

f'

report of the Seminar was published under the symbol ST/TAO/HR/35.
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and UNESCO with a view to increasing the contribution that women could make to

rural development. Women still played too small a role in such sectors of

activity as handicarafts, small industry and business management. Organizations

such as the Swedish Intern~xionalDevelopment Authority and certain

non-governmental organizations were working for greater integration of women in
- ,

-economic and social life. Recently, a great deal of attention had been given to

the establishment, within Ministries of Labour or other governmental servdces ;

of special bodies for promot~ng the status of women by affording women the same

opportunities as men of playing an important role in the world of work. The ILO

_was at present preparing a document s'QIllmarizing the information collected on

th,at subj ect. The ILO "was continuing to concern itself with problems connected

with the effects of techuological and scientific progress on tIle employment and

working conditions of men and women; it was considering the preparation of a

ceries of guidelines on manpower adjustment pro~rammes. The situation of women
. .

in economic life was particularly unsatisfactory in developing countries and the

ILO was endeavouring, within the framework of its World Employment Programme, to

establish equal employment opportunities for men ar~~ for women in all sectors

of the econolllY.

Although some progress had been made during the last two years. with regard

to the status of women.in the economic field, it was still trl1e that women were

one of the most under-uti~ized human resources in the world. The ILO was

perfectly aware of that fact and hoped, with the co-operation of the Commission,

to reinforce efforts to guarantee women the right to work.

Miss CHATON (France) said that the Director-General of UNESCO, in

addressing an advisory group on the advancement of women, had.e:xpressed the, hope

that, by the time he left his post it might be recognizedtha.'t a't'TOmancouldb~come

the Director-General of UNESCO. According to the statistics, it would· appear

that such an appointment was still some way ahead, and UNESCO should perhaps

be reminded that it ought.to include more women among the members of its

secretariat.

A survey was being made by UNESCO of the position with regard to education

in all regions of the world. In that connexfon , that organization should stress

the need to apply the principle of equal access to education for men \and women.

/ •• a .
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The functional literacy programmes undertaken by UNESCO should not neglect

instruction in 'civics for Women. ,The UNESCO stud~ h~d shown the importance which

countries attached to female literacy. Unf;ortunately, the decisions taken in

that regard in various countri~s did not always correspond with what the study

had shown to be desirable.

She considered that it would be useful· to draw UNESCO's attention, in a'

resolution, to the various points she had mentioned.

Mrs. NOOR. (Indonesia) noted with satisfaction that lJNESCO had devoted

il considerable att~ntion to the education of women in the context of ;rural

deveYopment. It appeared from paragraph 133 of t~e report on UNESCO activities

of special interest to women that some areas connected with the education of women

had been left untouched~ She wondered whether it would not be possible, in the

light of paragraph 131 of the'same report, for those areas to be considered by

UNESCO in co-operation with the other specialized agencies. UNESCO might

perhaps also devote more attention to family planning in the context of

functional literacy. Another area which her delegation thought had not been

adequately studied was that of train~ng programmes for wome~ to enable them to

take managerial posts in the framework of community development. That was of
; .' - - ~

particular interest to the developing countries, and it would be useful if UNESCO

undertook. activities 'in that field, perhaps in cO"'9j;leration with the ILO.

Reference had been made to the fact thc.t some organizations appeared not to

be taking much interest in questions concerning women. She pointed out that, in

Indonesia ~ UNICEF had carried out many comniunity and school education projects,

while WHO waS executing s~veral projects that would have an influence on rural

development, inter alia, a lIcommuni t y medicine" project 'Under which medical

students would take courses in rural areas.

Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt) congratulated UNESCO on the full and constructive

report. it had submitted. That Organization's co-operation with the ILO and the

non-governmental organizations appeared to be particularly fruitful and should

contribute to improving the status of women and ensuring employme~t for them.

The functional literacy programme was particularly useful. The number of women

who had benefited from UNES00's projects was not yet large, but in view of the

/. 0 •
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efforts made by that organization and the new activities it had undertaken, there
•.. . .1

was reason to hope that rap1d progress could be made.

The International Labour Office had also submitted .80' very interesting report

dealing with employment and conditions of work. The World Employment Programme

inspired hopes that the ILO and Governments would develo.p a better policy witb

regard to employment. She noted 1rith satisfaction the efforts being made by
. '

the ILO to promote the employment of women. Unfortunately, the progress ~chieved

was not yet sufficient, since it could still be. said that female labour was

among the most under-utilized human resources of the world.

Miss GELBER (Canada) congratulated. the International Labour Office and

UNESCO 9n their reports. Referring to the report of the former, she drew

'particular ,attention to the comments of the Committee of Experts on the

Appl~cation of Conventions an~ Recommendations, on the relationship between

certain protective measures for female workers and equality in employment

(see E/CN.6/556, para. 24). She wondered whether the Commissiqnshould not, in

a resolution, request the ILO to carry out a comprehensive review of the

conventions relating to the protection of women workers, unless of course such

a review was already in progress.

Mrs. KANE (Mauritania) drew UNESCO'S attention to her country's need'

for female cadres.

Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) considered that the

Qommissionwas examining the various aspects of 'women's work too superficially.

It was not taking sufficient account, for instance, of different conditions,

which varied according to the social and politica.l systeIll; of the country and its

degree of development. Although the report by the International Labour Office

was comprehensive ,it did not, in ~er view" provide a. truly objective appraisal

of the, position. She regretted, in particular, that it failed ,to indicate 'what

measures had been t~en to implement the specific recommendations on the subject

of employment that her delegation had made at the twenty-third sessdon, The

Commission should; at the present session, stress the importance 'of the employment

of women and. of efforts to eliminate unemployment" and should request the ILO to

take up the problem in depth and to SUbmit a more detailed report that wbuld

enable the Commission to make recommendations.

I. o •
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Miss DEHARENG (International Confederation of Free Trade Unions) ,

speaking 801' the invitation of the Chairman, said that in connexion with UNESCO's

study on the access o"f women to education in rural areas, the Confederation had

consulted the Int~rnational Federation of Plantation, Agricultural and Allied

Workers. The representatives of that Federation had stressed the importance

of educ~tioIl:as.a means of improving the status of women, but also the need to
. ."

create employment opportunities at the same time - in other words to improve

~tandardsQf living.

The lLO's activities had the whole-hearted support' of the Confederatio~,

which continued to attach greater importance to the participation of women in

those activities, particularly those undertaken as part of the World Employment

Programme. With regard to the review of interna.tional labour st-andards which

had been suggested by some deieg~;~ions, she agreed that there was a need to

revise some of those standards, in order to take account of technological

developments. Howevez , technology' and working conditions had not changed in the

saI!!~way 'everywhere and the repeal of legislation for th~ protection of women

workers would not resolve the problem of women's employment. Any revision of

the standards should contribute to the protection of workers and the

~mpr6vemeri.t of levels of living.

·Miss ZAHRAN (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural

Organization) .thanked the members of the Cornm:ission for their kind remarks.

Rep~yingbri$fly to some of the questions that had been asked, she confirmed

that UNESCO inte~ded to make greater use of mass' communication media with a view

j
i
\
.J

Mrs. JONES (Internationa+Federation of Univ~rsity Women), speaking at

the invitation of' the Chairman, 'said that the non-governmental organizations
!I , '

could contribute to the advancement of women by mobilizing public opinion and

by encouraging the establislt.ment of a comprehensave educational system that would
~;

iassistdevelopment. A badly planned educational system was in fact often the

r root cause of unemployment in the developing counbrdes .' With regard to
J

assistance for education and training programmes, the Federation wished to

stress the i:inportanceof international as opposed to bilateral assistance and the
i!i;f need to ensure that education and training ,ras provided locally.

n
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to contributing to the -expansion and improvement of education for women. The

number of fellowships granted had bee~ reduced in 1972 for budgetary reasons;

in 1973~1974 there would still be few individu,al fellowships, but an experiment

was to be made with collective training. In reply to a question asked by the

Philippine delegation, she announced that UNESCO would submit at the,Commission's

twenty-fifth session a report, on the education of women in rural areas. UNESCO

would bear in mind the fact that the rate of illiteracy among women had, as the

representative of the United States had said, shown an increase. It was doing

all it could to arrest that trend. She welcomed the French delegation's

suggestion that the Commission should adopt a resolution recommending that

UNESCO increase the number of women in its secretariat. In connexion with the

Mauritanian delegation's reference to the shortage of female cadres, she said

that a co-educational training i'nstitute had just been set up in Mauritania

and a preliminary evaluation of the results might be submitted at the twenty­

fifth session.

Miss ARINIBAR (Inter-American Commission of Women), speaking at the

invitation of the Chairman, introduced the report of her organization

(E/CN.6/558).

Mrs•.. MARTE de BARRIOS (Dominican Republic) congratulated the

Inter-American Commission of Women on its work, which was of concern to

130 million women living in the Americas. She said that the Dominican Republic

had acted as host to the seventh training course fo~ community leaders and that

other courses for women in rural areas and for young women would be held there.

The meeting rose at 6.35 p.m.

I ...
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~ OBA (Japan) endorsed the comments of the representatives of, Canada

and of the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (590thmeeting) on

the possible. conflict between the right to equality and the protection of

women workers. The matter had been widely disGussed inJapan,where women with

a higher education who wanted equal access tohigh-grE',;de professional occupations.

were critical of the provisions for ~heprotection'ofwomenin the Labour

Standards Law of 1947, which prol;J.ibited the employment of women on night. work

and in various jobs that were dangerous or injurious to the health,andwelfare

of women workers, on the ground that they might hamper equal opportunity of,:. . '.." ' ."

employment, especially in professional occupations which hadf'ormerlybeen
. , .

reserved for men but had recently been opened to women. On the otherhand~

employers I organizations were complaining that the legislation hi question made

it difficult for them to employ women in higher-grade occupations 'Which might

be suitable for them. The provisions of the 1947 Law were being re-examined

in the light of recent technical advances in industry bytlie Ministry of Labollr,

with the assistance of a specia:l expert group, and the results of the group.'s

preliminary st~dies would be examined by the Commissi.on on La:bour Standards,

composed of representatives of the public, labour and e~ployers.· A new bill .err

the safety and health .of workers was to be introduced shortly 0

,As the repr.esentative of the International Confederation .of Free Trade

Unions had observed" men and women were exposed to the same risks to health and

safety and should be protected equally through adequate. working .conditions ,

safety facilities and services. The old legislation on maternity prote~tionwas

PROGRAMME OF CONCERTED INTERNATIONAL ACTION TO PROM01E THE ADVANCEMENT 'OF WOMEN
AND TO INCREASE THEIR CONTRIBUTION TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THEIR COUNTRIES
(agenda item 6) (continued):'

(c) ACTIVITIES OF THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES TO PROMOTE THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN
(continued) (E/CN.61556, E/CN.6/557, E/CNo6/566) . . .

(d) CO·..OPERAT!ON WITH INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS OUTSIDE THE UNITED NATIONS
SYSTEM (continued) 1/ (E/CN.6/558) . .
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Mrs.MACHADO BON!! (Urugua.y), referring to the report on the study on

UNESCO activities of'special interest to women (E/CN.6/557), stressed the

importance of the two priority areas mentioned in par~graph 2, na:mely, education

and literacy work for adult women and access of girls to scientific courses and

career~, and of the problem mentioned in paragraph 3, namely equal access of

girls and women to education in'the'context of rural development.

Dis,crimination in education, which was dealt with in chapbez 11 of the

report, had never been a problem in Uruguay, because no doors were closed to
..

women, even at the university level; rather, it was the women who, until 1897,

had neglected their opportunities of obtaining a university education. They

had first taken advantage of university education in 1897 and the first women

had graduated in medicine - in 1908. Education in Uruguay was free of charge

at all levels and.furthermore· compulsory for both girls and boys not only at the

primary but also a.t the secondary level. Secondary educational qualifications

were required even for lower-grade jobs, such as that of a lift operator in

a department' store. Uruguay, might be ,backward in the matter 0'1' discrimination

in hig:n~level w~rk and it had unfortunately not ratified the UNESCO Convention

and Recommendation against Discrimination in Education, but in the matter of

educa.'tional and culturalopportunities for women it was far in advance of some

countries :th-at had ra.tified those instruments. As far as legal sta.tus and.

economic and social conditions were concerned, there was no discrimination

against women in the teaching prOfession.,
'Referring to chapter III on research and information, she said that studies

were being conducted in Uruguay by universities and by the Department of

Statistics and the Census. A 1968 census of students at the University of the

/ ...

jii,
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Republic had shown' not only an increase in the number of women stude:nts, but

also changes

graduation.

study in the

in choice of courses, results achaeved , 'and age of entrance and

Women had shown a tendency to move awaY,from shorter'courses,of

humanities to longer courses in scientific:'!3-nd tech:nical subjects.

,f('

,ii,

'"

r

Co-education, which was mentioned in paragraph, 17 of the report, existed in

Uruguay at all levels, although a secondary educational institute exclusiy~ly

for women, with some 4,500 students, existed in the capital. In: connexionwith '

the case ·studies in a number of countries referred,to in paragraph 18, she'

regretted that.a study had not'been ma.de iniJru~ay,wher~ the only obstacle,to

womenis education in rural areas was the lack of specia,lized agricUltural schgols.

, With regard to chapter IV on eXperimental projects, the experime~tin

Upper Volta (ibid. , para. 36), under which womeJ.l had been allowed to farm

collective fields and to decide how the proceeds from harvests would be used,

provided it was for the general good, 9f the village, would be worth conducilng

in a broader framework. Regarding the participation of villagers in the

construction of classrooms and village maternity units (ibid. ,para. 40), she

said that in Uruguay women were working yoluntarily a.s builders in projects in

the interior'of the country.

In connexion with chapter V" dea;Ling Vith the priority areas in UNESCO

activities' concerning women and education, she said that, contrary 'to the

statement in paragraph 60 that female illiteracy, wa:s increa::;ing, -in Uruguay

illiteracy among women had decreased and was lower'thanamong me~; accord:ingto

a 1963 census, the over-all illiteracy ratew?-s 8. 55 per cent.Sheregte1:;ted,

however, that .tihe problem was, incre,asing<in other countries. She believed, that

it was closely linked with the problem of the family responsibilities of

working women, which was dealt with in Comm,ission resolution 2 (XXIIi), ~i~ce

the dual task of work in and away' from the home left women ne,ithert:imE? ' nor

energy for education. The reference in paragraph 61 tothehost:i.lityo.ffamily",

envfronmerrt and husband to women I S efforts to overcome illiteracYbrou~ht out
...~

the need for efforts to change the attitudes of members of'thefamily ,?-I,ld of

society asa whole. ' In that co:nnexion, she drew attention to paragraph '$Lof

the Secret'ary-General's report on the, further elaboration of a programme of'

concerted action (E/cN. 61553).

I'. -..
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As far as the report by the International Labour Office on ILO activities

of special interest ,in relation'to the emplo~ent of women (E/CN.6/556) was

concerned, she wished to stress that there was a need for more, 'and more
. , ... / .

effectiv:e international instruments dealing specifically with women and their

probl.ems.Although it appeared from paragraph 7 of that report that poverty

~as regarded as' an obs.tacleto women's advancement , ill; a survey' carried out in

Urugu~y, womenthe~selves had listed the main obstacles in the following order

o:f'priority: distance between: home and work (84.63 per cent), lack of male

co-opera.tion in the home (61.5 per cent) and economic problems - Le., poverty

(32 per cent). In connexion wfthchapter VII of the report, dealing with

discriminatioh, she suggested that the Commisson should bear in mind that many

women feared that discrimination in respect of dangerous or night work might

close empl.oyment opportunities to them.

,Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), referring to

the note by the Secretary-General containing the comment- s of Governments on draft

resolution VIII adopted by the Commission at its twenty-third session entitled

"Increased,'activ'ities at the regional level relating to the status of women"

(E/cN.61559), stressed'the importance of government measUres to promote women's

rol.ein society and in the development of the national economy and to encourage

women to fulfil their family and civic responsibilities. Her delegation,

considered that the work of the United Nations in those fields should be

continued and. it'had accordingly proposed the preparation of an international

convention on the elimina.tion of discrimination ag,ainst women.

Sl}e'h~d,'however,serious doubts about the advisability of the Commission

recomm.endingthe estabJ,ishmeht of regional intergovernmental commissions, on the
::', _ _,,;-~/ _ _ ,',"'. ': _ _ _/l. _- _ '_ '" " __ '''' _ _. ',' _' .

. status of women and considered that that was a matter which should be left to

the, regionl?themsel.ves; the League of Arab States ,forex~:ple, had 'already taken

the in:itiativeof set'ting up a commission on the status of women without any

:recOJJllI1enda.tion by the Commission. Draft resolution VIII had ~ad a mixed reception
.~'

and the arguments supporting itha.d not been convi.ncfng ; She saw no reason fo!

con~icieringi.t,at the present session, particularly in vi~w of the'Secretary..;.

Ge~era;l.'scall'fora reduction in documentation. Moreover, Government comments

-188..;,,~/CN. 61l4in.59l
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didn?treveal any widespread support' for the idea of regional int~rgovernmental

commissions. Her delegation considered that it would be better to make use
iL,

of existing 'organizations and it would not support any draft~esolution

seeking to impose the idea. «
.. . ~ ,.. ' ,'.. ','.," ,'. ,.:: -,\)

Mrs. SIPlLA .(FinlandL referring tC::,jthe report by the Internat~/6nal
{J", ,'-':'" •

Labour Office (E/CN.6/556), said that while, generally speaking, the ILO's~
-<;

practice of dealing with labour questions without emphasizing the distinction
/ -~

between the sexes was desirable, it also had disadvantages, in that special

attention was still needed for the' particular problems of women and~girls, who

still to some extent lacked equal opportunities and who had to be granted

different treatment in cases of maternity. There l<TaS, however, a dang~r of. , ' .~~

women being given unnecessary protection and of men and women with fami.lY

responsibilities being treated differently, although, apart irom 'maternity~, their

treatment should be the same. She agreed with representatives wh6 had said that

an urgent review was needed to amend discriminatory provisions in the ILO.

instruments and she also believed that obsolete provisions should be brought into

line w~th modern· requirements. But unless women themselves took action to· ensure
,

that qualified women were included in their country's dele~ations.to ILO

meetings, they could not reasonably complain of the present situation.

Encouraging items in the ILO report were the international Seminar ,held in Turin

on the training of girls and women in relation to employment oppprtunitiesin
, .

Europe, the seminars and courses for women trade unionists and the regional

and national seminars for trade union leaders, labo"ar educators and others.

She welcomed the activities of UNESClfand the ILO ineaucating and training

women for ne~;careers and in trying to eliminate distinctions 1etween men's and
> . - ,--

women's occupations. The situation in Finland had. greatly improved in that

respect. since 1967. The Finnish State Committee on the Status of Women had paid.~

great attention to men's and women 'ssex r0le in education and their presentation '
..}, ;" ':

in textbooks and had recommended in its report to the Nati6nai Board of

Education that all discussion on such mattersshotQ;c1be based on equa.lity brthe
\,,-"7'--";, ",","'0,: .-,--,,",

sexes. The Committee had also noted that the mass media and advertising.

generaliy presented a stereotyped picture of women as passive and dependent which

was unfavourable to women's advancement.

(I
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Referring ~to the report by UNESCO on its activities of special interest to

women, she said that further $tudies were needed on the reasons for the increase

in female illiteracy and the high drop-out and wastage rate among women attending

literacy courses and possibly on the hitherto untouched problems mentioned in

paragraph 133 of the report, namely, women's leisure and free time, the role of

the family, and particularly the mother, in children's educatiLon , and the

education of working women and married women. Although the reasons for the

lack of study of women's special problems included inadequate participation of., )

wom('u in decision-making at all levels, local, national and international, and,

as mentioned in paragraph 135 of the report, their lack of participation in

meetings and conferences, she had been impressed by the almost equal

particip~tion of. men and women in the, meeting of experts on the equality of access

of girls .and women in technical and vocationaJ:, education in Arab States,. held

in Kuwait '.in 1968 (siee E/CN.6;'557, par~. 73). She had noted with satisfaction

UNESCO's comments on the increasing. interest of non-governmental organizations
"I .

in "practica.l progr~es'ifor the advancement ofwom~n in the developing

" world' (ibid. , chap., VII).

Regardingthe report of the Inter-American Commission of Women (E/CN.6/558),

she said. that that Commission appeared toco";'ordinate efforts for the
. ~~

advancement,bfwomen in a large area comprising over 20 countries. Since,

howe,yer~..the impi~mentation.ofdecisions and recommendations was the
. _ , ~..- ," .' 9 ,'_ , . '. . _. _ _ _ - . < - _ ,_, ,~, -,' -. • • ,', •

cresp,onsibility of each country ,she wondered how much influence women had at the
', ;:j -: ,-~, . ", ... . ' t.-

decision-making level. '~eferring to the statistics cntE) n'um'berof women
. " .....

hOl~~ing highpQlitiGeilQand 'Offic:i..alpost·~,given~inparagraphs 46-48 of the

:rep~~t.,s:hesaidi:t{::;~U1d 'i:fe usetulif, in future, i~formationcouldbe provided

',P OIJ ,'th~},\ratto~/WOn,I3nDto meninS~Ch'p2sts.:· Anothetque~tionOfinte~estw,~s '
':--: '. - - : ~ , '. • ' --,g. , . >'-'- ...... •

wOIJlenisparticii?"ationlas:tiati,pnal delegates to the General cAsseinbly of'OAS. She
,,' ,;'::>_.):--":",::."". '; <'"."'\':, ,:._;~' :,'" r. ".:: .. "n.•,"',' ,. _'::, ",' ,,~.~J~'i"' _ .'. -. ',. c ",. , .', ',' ',,> '.' . ,:' :,

ielcomeqUtheprogrfmlIll.efor training :in'~leadership;'·thebe:;;;J;' practi~al training
.;,",'<'·\~i:<:: '::__~~,<:';.':;,,\" """':'. ", :.":'.-',. ", ....~.o . '.': ", "'".', ",,::':, '," ,-,,:":,:, ,'.,>:~;,::: .:.. "',:'~<"'" , :~".".~~.: .. ,:,:'" >':, ;"', .: t.. .
wEl.s/agtiveparticipfl,tionin community~ffair$ at all levels.,;"

'.' .'. '.•.... '. ': . .;'i",,: ..'". ' "'.' .,." ''', .. !, • . . . . .•. ,. . • ,,, ".' :": .' . . . '. .... ' .; .. '. (7
">'>;~I~V'ie:W.of.the possiblec;oe tion, of, mQreregiohalcomm~ssions·forworne1,1,it.,;

:'}~~~'.:'~""""':'~"~'.:',:.,,';'::.;.~~, ..:,"i::'~':.':','.,,~/'.,~,." ,~'<, ... ,,<.'·jJi,;':·,' ;,.', ..':__,;~: "-,' 1,':.~~ ,~,:'_', ".: " ::':" ""'" ,', :,~., ,C'- ",,".:,.,,',',. ":,.',,' ,.:/::"'"

»wasitnportanttokeep"i:nmind' . .':'th·e,main'opj~ctof .such comrniss.ions·:shotdd"be
~.,::_',_:,:.:',:',-':,>:'<.,:.,'.,:""':',',,,".,"""':'-..:'>,':<-">':<::,:,:,~~;.-.:.:, ..,~,,;,,':,::.,, ",,~:,::"",;'-~ ..,,~:',:,:,,' '.:":';,'>:,,-<::"', ."1l:~:;':-,,.~(,: '. :".-, ,,~,'- " ... '~''<'':;<~'" ;,,~,"::,:,':' . ',':;,r.- '... :,~, -:,':~'::,'.' "'.;"'" ," i\ ''-,'.;~.:''" ':"; "'-:::,

P;;tq·mak~·tli~mselveS·~unnecessalty'. onc: they had .a.chievedtheir .aim ofequEl.li.ty

·}'b~'b~~e~th~'se~~~·andtlQn-d~sci'i.~ina.t~on··'the :ground' o~:se~~' " .
,:-1· , -" ''::'~:;~~''-;;;:'~'i''':'' .' ,; .;. ."i,.',,:~~!::.,':,,;,:'. .'
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Mrs. JOHNSTONE (InteJ::national Labour Organisation), replying to

questions raised during the discussion, said that, as far as the Lnc.lusdon of

qualified women in delegations to ILO meetings was .concerned, the memorandum sent

to Governments in connexion with each session of the Int~rnational Labour

Conference specifically stated that women were eligible equally with men for

appointment as representatives and technical advisers.

With regard to protective legislation applying to women only, there Was

some conflict of opinion on the matter and some indication of changing views in

recent years. The process of revis~on on ILO Conventions was at present under

serious review by the Governing Body as a result of a proposal by the Canadian

Government. The fact that there were very few instruments for women r S

protection was the result of a ,deliberate policy to single out women for special

protection only when necessary becau~e of their biological function of

reproduction. The question of the revision of the maternity protection

conventions had been taken up six years ear,lier and, on the basis of an

international sUrvey, the Governing Body had concluded that their revision was

unnecessary at that time. The Standing Orders and Applications Committee of the

Governing Body had recently discussed the. possible revi'sion pf the nightwQ:rk

instruments and, on the basis of it~ decisions, the Governi~g Bodyhad,asked the
. .

International Labour Office to prepare a: report on national law and practice

which would be circtiiated to all'member States .for comment; a decisionwouid

betSkenby the Governing Body at its Novemb~r'1973 session.. .. - . . "

On balance, a Comrilissionresolution.would·nei'therhelpnor·hind~r

process of' revising the protective legislation applyingto w~menonlY.r.:tuchof

what the Canadian; .~ndpos·siblythe USSR, representa.tive hadi~Illina;~etinfa;ct
>-.' , •

alre~dy.being done.' In any. 'case, she.though~j.there weredangersin?nqua.lif'ied.
v ", _ ""', ._' ,,-, _ ':. ,.:' . ,,' .1~,> ','." ,'.' '.:,: _,' ",:,. '_, , .~, <""';"'" ":"":':',.-,:',,'

oppos i;t;orrtothe .c.oncept, ,of ,protective legislation forwomt:monly.,s'incewolllen'·

wOuld.alW~YS,,~ee(l.sP~Cial.•. protectioll'.in.the ·sPhere ..·Cf materni.ty" .•Which·was•.·.()~e~··i
ah~a.~;burJ~h· oIk.eIllployersand bn·t~e State." ·Therj;()'wO'uld··alwl~~be~ma;nY;who~Ould
be anxious, ',';for."non~SbC~l:l.1.··r~ascms.,· -to ..r.:duce 'theprote~tidnwoIllenr'eaJ;lyne~cied

, - - . ,,;'. . '_. ,-:' - .,' 1,:" . ," -:' '":., .'".-"', '.'

the.t.·;conn~xi.oIl••. a.nd•••.~.erhaP:s":· ..iP.··•• the.·..•,rel~t~d ••··t:iel(tS···Of·.·'OcctiP.e.tidnal.·.•QS~f.:tY •.··~(r.z."· •.·•••
h~~J.th.. .•. FU.rthermore·~;J.·as .... the\'repre,~eiitat 1ve· ot:.· •. the·lnterriatione.i· .CoIl~ederatioJJ~c,;',' .,....

of'Fr.eeTrad,e union/hadPointea~)out~<w,omen's.needf? aIi.d~~oblemS';a.riei;l<.;widely'.
'in'different countries'and.. regions. . ,······.>.·cc.·,······.<.>.·~'·F·'
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Miss SANCHEZ-TORRES (Colombia) said that the Inter-American Commission

of Women had made a dYnamic contribution to the solution of the problems of Latin

American womdn and was to be congratulated on its excellent report • That

Commission had not only been ~f great assistance to the countries of the region,

but was prepared to play an actdve part in the promotion of women's role in

'society at the int~rnational,level. Accordingly, it would be desirable to

strengthen co-ordination between the Commission on the Status of ~;omen and the

Inter-American Commission of Women.

:\

~ .'dERBER' (Int6rnational Student Movement for the United Nations),

~peaking at the invitation of the Chairman, said that his organization also
,":--\( jl

;'appre'ciated the report of the Inter-American Commission of Women. He drew

particular atte~tion to th~ section dealing with the political rights of women

(ibid. paras. ,44-48) and pointed out that, without the participation of women in
,} ~

government, the hundreds of existing legal instruments designed to improve the
", ," '

'status of women would
J

never be. implemented. The USSR proposal for the holding
• '; 'l , ' I,"

ofa conference to narrow the gap between theory and 'practice was therefor~ most
, . ,

intere~ting. Moreover" the fact that the representativ~s in the Commission on

the status of Women were ~ll women also served, to keep open the gap between

,ideals arid realitY):"~Hi~\;organization' would therefore' suggest,' not only that

G9ver~entssh9uldb~E;!ns;ouraged to send mix~d ,1ielegations, but that women

,,'i'~pres~ntatives should refuse to attend without men. Unless men were

represented, theComriJ.ission's recommendations would fall on deaf ears; the

:problem,w~s''one" ,ot mutual ,involvement. I .

"

•

i!;

"
}1rs.SIPILA(Finland) said she' cou,ld onlypart:1y agJ;"ee with the views

just,· expressed bytherepresentl:i;tive of the International Studen.t Movement ·for·
.'::' ".'_,:~,>",:'-_>,'_':'."::": ,,,,,~.""_~"!_,,,_'_ ,," _ ." :._' e,. ',' " ",",'~

·~the,O:Ili;t~1if.'l'ati oIls.Som~ ,t,enyearspreviously ,practicfllly everY,o.elegation to
. ' ~1' ,;.,:" :,';, "-.~. -' _' -' '.. '," . ,.' < -", '. - -' _. " - , -'

th,e.;q<:):mItI.issio~; had ~ontained,a:tlea.13t:one, man~'Pllttha~ b,ad'Peenb~cl3.use there
'>'"""",.;",',~::':'::.",""'(":",,:,,,.:,:.)..:-,' :"""", "'-, ,., ~::,'..' '" ," . ',~~' ", ",' ''-,''''
,.had,;b~eJ:lp.ot,'en.oughqua:Li:t'i,ed:'Wo~en"and'beca'j,lse Goverful1ents :did n~t'trust women

':-'~'~""'::'~_:>~"';"",""~::"":"':':'.'.":,, __:':''':~'::'.'~",''';''''~,, __.', "',:",'_;',', ",:,',' .'1 ' ~', -. __ "", ,',....,' ":)"/'> ~

','.tCta,t"ten.d!iil'~e:rnl:i;ti,()Jll.tl.' mEletings ,bY~, themselves .'1'h~ ',fflGt th~t ,'all \ "~~~ t '
'.',',:,',~-"',',:-,:":,/":'j"::': "~ ..-"",,,.I",: ,:':, -. ...,:":",':""',.':,:-':' ,,':"', ',',<' -: ,'" .. ,,:' .. ".",' '''' .,::,1::", ',' " ' -",:'-

:~epr~,sen~a,t;iY:'e~an.d.ni.o13to'tt:heir ,advisers were no~iJiiolll~n"proved"tha,t' Goverrnnents'
>'>"":"':":,;',~''-.'~''':',.::~ ,\:1.:~ "",:"';:,,:";',:~:'<, ::..',::,"':-".>':":~:".r:>;,', ,.- ",':,',, "',:' ' .."'.,, '" '; , ,,', ~",', ',", ,'.. ' " "
,"placed::niorecontJ:dence .i~ them: and that there·'tiTere· more'women-..', "' ,>' ',',' ,: \' :'~; ,"'-;~' '~. ,.. ,~ , .;; • , , ,', ',',' ' ,-, ' "','.- -:', ' ' ", .-
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On the other hand, it was regrettable that the point of view·of men was never

expressed, since it might well stimulate the Commission's thinking; furthermore;

the co-operation of ~en was necessary for governmental acceptance of many of

the Commission's recommendations.

(a) FURTHER ELABORATION OF A PROGRAMME OF CONCERTED INTERNATIONAL ACTION
(continued)* (E/CN.6/L.612)

.1 ..

'.

'Mrs.' CRATER (Tunisia) said she could not.

the proposed centres.

. \\for women.

Mrs. NAZANJO (Costa'"Ri~a)~aid thatth~ obje~tives;():f"the 6ehtres'were,
. ,,-:- - ." ..», _', ..': _ (""'_~ ': .. _"'_: .. ,.:- .. _ ',-:-: ':: , :',,:",,' _./':,.:, .. ,,,>. .. .:",': :,.'_:>-"_,:._:,,c:""':"}'(:"':-~- :', ;-',:;- _'i-::':-':.'.:~-":;"'~-;""

first of alJ~,to 'develop the 'personality ofwomen,.yJ.tlf6utfOrgettin~.~h~ip.rOle,

6fwifeand,motli:e:r; '·fleC()ndly,.t()enSuIie'that ..,women's~ctivd)t'i.e~'W'e;J:'e<~s:·
. '_'\~" :,"_,'-.. _ ',' ".' _, .'_ ,':,. ' .. ,.. ." ........ _: 'r~. ',:, _ .'. '.,',~_. ",,:'.<:,-,- "i.',,:'-.::,-',~"- :",,-:-~_>~,~'_'_';:-': __~,:,':.".,'>

~ompr~hensive' as p()s~ible;th:irdJ.Y,."to,~ee,'l1oittlJ,~t J~o<group, ot'wo%enwas'o
----,;....---...........;!).. ,. .:

Mrs. NAZANJO (Costa Rica) , introducing her delegation's draft resolution

on.the establishment of regional and national centres for the development of

women and the family (E/CN.6/L.612), said that the purpose of the proposal was

simply to enlist moral support for regional and national centres designed to

eliminate t~e var~ous aspects of discril1l:,ination against women. In Latin '

America, women had particularly few opportunities to exercd.se their civic rights;

they were prevented from standing for election, did not have equal opportunities

with men in employment and did not receive equal pay for equal work. The,

key to the solution of that problem was eeiucation, but in practice it was \\ '

extremely difficult to obtain educational\opportunities for women; in most lli~in
. ,

American countries, only women ?f -She elite went to universities or even to

secondary schools. Although many of those 'countries, like her own, had a system

.01' free and ,comPJllsory educatifon , poverty-often forced children to leave school ,

early and left large groups' of. people uneducated. For the economically

integrated Central American area, the Centre referre'd to in the operative

paragraph of the draft had been 'found to be the best way of obtairiing.training

•
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excluded from opportunities for study and training; fourthly, to achieve a

co -ozddnatied approach to the problem of women i s education; fifthly, to seek a

pragmatic way of enhancing women's rights; sixthly, to provide for an exchange

of information on similar programmes in other areas; and lastly, to stimulate .

activities for improving women's integration in society. It must be emphasized
. .

that the movement was completely apolitical and would not overlap with the

activities of the specialized agencies and other organizations.

The functions of the existing Centre included a programme of basic education

for the benefit of women themselves and of their families, training for activities

outside the home, a programme of family development, with a view to eliminating

obstacles to the advancement of women, a programme enabling women, to reach an

, adequate, educational level so that they could undertake community activities at

times when employment was scarce, and cultural programmes to make women aware of

regional, national and local values, care being taken to ensure that the Centre's

programmes wer~not confined to women in urban areas.

Mrs. KOLSTAD (Norway) said that ~ although she was in favour of the idea

underlying the draft resolution, she wished to suggest three amendments. The last

phrase of the third preambular paragraph, referring to the "generally passive

attitude of women" should be deleted, since the inclusion of such a statement

sugge~tedthat it was an eternal truth. Similarly, the phras~ "Which is

structuredaroUndwoDlen" in the f01lrth preambular,paragraph should be changed to

"which has traditionally pee~,stI'uctured.aroundwomen".' Finally, in ordE!r not to

··oID.itall.ref~renceto men in the draft resolution, the wor'ds "women and the
\'" ,,' ~ . "'. . .

family'~inthe second line of the oper.ativeparagraph might be changed to "equal

status

supported.those :3uggest~ons.

Mrs~ NAZANJO:" Costa Rica) ,accepted the Norwegiau" amendments.
" , ',.' " . ..,' • '-:',' ~ , "" ':"" - ' " :,'.' --, ".' f) ,',' " . " ".' .

.... .....MrS •. ICOOlmftidited :;Jta;ees ofAmerica)'s~idthat , although', she did. not

...tp}make ... aIlY·'fo·rmal·.amemllneIlt ....to ..•. thedraft'. r~~olut:iOri, ··it·· Would: pe. wise

~i.Ilmindthe .....opportU1ll.ty-'prOvided. '~Y.'the .·centres'for utilizing the ·'reso,urces

..'hozi.:.g~yerI1nl~ntaio~ganizat·ions.·· to· c~eate a'climate .'"of new .
, '" -.': .. ':.',."', ,,',:..' :" t) , ,', ,',"/ ." :"

ideaswhJ.chwoinenthemselves

\)
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Mrs. Nomi (Indones~a) asked to whom the draft' resolution was addressed.

It might be advisable to specifY whether Governments or non-governmental

organizations were supposed to take action.

Mrs. NAZANJO :Costa Rica) said that the purpose of the draft resolution

was not to address Governments or other bodies, but merely to enlist moral support.

In Latin America, the sociological phenomenon of machismo, or male

superiority ~ prevailed in "the relations between men and women. Women were

imprisoned in a situation from which they should have emerged long ago; they were

subject to every whim of men and were regarded as inferior human beings.

Accordingly, it was not enough merely to raise the educational level of women;'

efforts should also be made to change the attitude of men.

Mrs. MACHADO BONET (Uruguay) said she agreed with the Costa Rican

.representative that the draft resolution should not be addressed to any

particular' body, but was designed to enlist moral 'support on .a broad basis.

~~s. MARINKEVITCH (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic) suggested

that the words "interest in promoting" in the operative paragraph should be

replaced by "moral support for", in order to show that the resoUrces of the

Governments concernedwo~dbe used and that there would be no financial

implications for the United Nations.

'.
Miss CHATON (France) suggestedthatth~words "wome;n and the family"

in the second line o,f the operative 'paragraph shouhd .be replaced by "balanced -:

participation of the spc)Uses in ;responsibility ,for and,welfareof, the family" •
.- . .'- ;, ... ,' ,.." , ',;

STJ\.TUSOF WOMEN IN TRUST AND!i10N- SELF-GOVERN:J:NG TERRITORIES' Cagendti item 7J'
(E/cN .6/560)

Mrs. BRUCE '(Representative..ofth~SecretarY-GeperaJ.T,saidthat;the

report by the SecretarY~Generalentitled,."Info~a.tion·'coricerning·'the .;' statl.ls ··Of:.' "",," ,'-.- :-": " '," " :', ," ,.},'" ":-,-,_.:, :.:' "'.' .:'

wom~ri iriTrustand Non-Se:tf-Governing. Territories" (EZCN •.6/560)"had,'l?een. yrepared, - , " :_' ." '-:~;"",_ - :",. - r. .",--, -,"':,""- '\''-",'':.'.-.--.,'.'~~.->-_:_, ""'",;",."':,:"".- ..:'.:,,-::,.",'

in pursuance 0 :fCommi s sionresolution 1 (XXI); 'I.ID(lel'Wh~ch theSecretary~~ne:r,al
<,"",,:' -',... " ',,: '. ,'.' , .: __ "'--",_,,,"'-""_ ".": .:'~ __ "'_'> _:'.,·':i-,.'\,~:'··::,,:_'-·-"',:':."_'_·'_.':" ' "~--' '_',,"'_ .. ,:., "

wasr~.quested tosubniitto ,the COlIlIllis.sion biennially ,beginningwitl1the.
<,' '-'_>',,::-'_:J~)~:,,:,,'-:_ ," :~, :,' -. '.'__ " " . ,,:- .. :",""':,:>,,'._', ".'" ",... "-'.--'" .., -.'...::;':: .... :' ..><:,'>-:.;>:.,'-'.' ....:'-. ",',"'",.'"':",,.."-..,
t'W~n~y-second s~ssi"on,areport containing iriforni~tionr~lati~gtothe",+:',,,+:',,,,,,



women in both Non-Self-Governing and Trust Territories, based on information

received from the Governments concerned and on any relevant reports and records

of the Trusteeship Council and of the Special Committee on the Situation with

regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence

to Co~onial Countries and Peoples. Each of the five chapters of the report was

accompanied by notes on the extremely voluminous documentation which had had to

be examined. The report contained information up to 1 December 1971, most of

it taken from the reports of the administering Powers; very little information

had been found in the many other documents consulted, including petitions and

discussions of the reports of' administering Powers in the Trusteeship Council.

E/CN.6/Min.591 -196-

Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said she was unable

to comment on the report because she had not yet received it in Russian.

~. ALAMI(Women's International Democratic Federation), speaking at the

invitation of :t.he Chairman, said that her organization appreciated the report,

which showed that women in dep~ndent territories suffered doubly under the

oppression of colonialism and of feudal and retrograde prejudice. It had been

rightly pointed out that the status of women was enhanced by national

independence and that countries which had won the struggle for national liberation

and were free from colonial exploit.ation were ensuring equal rights for men

and women. Her organization.had provided the Commission on Human Rights with

authentic evidence of the way in which women were oppressed in Angola and

Mozambique.

Th.eFederation was certain that the Commission could help to cast light on

the appalling conditions of women in Non.;..Self-Governing and .Tru~t Territories and

waspl:'eparedtc> collaborate in every way with the United Nations bodies concerned.

The meeting rose at 1.10 p.m.

t, 0 •

",

, .
"!
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MINUTES OF THE FIVE HUNDRED AND. NINETY-SECOND MEETING

held on Monday, 28 February 1972, at 3.25 p.m.

PROGRAMME OF CONCERTED INTERNATIONAL ACTION TO ,PROMOTE THE ADVANCEMENT OF vWMEN
AND TO INCREASE THEIR CONTRIBUTION TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THEIR COUNTRIES
(agenda item 6) (continued):

(a) FURTHER ELABORATION OF A PROGRAMME OF CONCERTED INTERNATIONAL ACTION
(continued) (E/CN.6/L.612)

(l'

Mrs. NAZANJO (Costa Rica) read out the new version of the operative

paragraph of the 'draft resolution on the establishment of regional and national

centres for the development pf women and the family (E/CN.6/L.612), as suggested

by the representative. of the B,yelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic at the

59lst meeting:

"Expresses ~ts moral support for the promotion of the establishIllent

of regional and national centresf'or the balanced participation of men and

women in the well..being of the family in the various areas of the world,

and its interest in observing the experience to be gained through the

Centre for the Balanced Participation of Men and Women, in the Well-Being

of the Family in the Central American Area, p.lanned by Costa Rica. n

Mrs. AKRAWI (Iraq) found it surpri'pingthat the first part 'of th:)

paragr-aph was not addre,ssed to anyone in particular. ,

Mrs. KOLSTAD (Norway) proposed that the'regional and national centres

should be described as "centres for the development of identical status for men
and women and their balanced participa.tion in thewell-beingofthef'amily",so "

as not to limit their activities'e:K:clUsivelytoCluestions>coIlce:rning,~h~:t'8J;qi.1.Y:.'

Mrs•. SIPILA (rinlarid)' thought that delegations CPul(tsc,arCelY'~e;.~'skea.
to support the ~stablishment of a centre about which;theyknew very iittle'a~&,,,i

:- " '_"" , ,', _:,:, ,,_,,',_ ,',.,.' , ... " .. .",.'",: '" ,:',"::;:',i't' '

whichm;i.ght not.correspond tQthetyPe.ofc~ntreaav:ocatedat.the.beg~riningof

the paragraph. Her delegation urged Costa Rica toagreethat'"pl.1e CoIlmlission~s
, . ,

supportfor'itl?,project sho111dmerel~,be ref'~ectediIlthe'-Illinlltese,ridriotto

'press, fOr its expression in a resolution.

~.
, .
1
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Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (~nion of Soviet Socialist Republics) thought that the

Mrs. NOOR (Indonesia) inquired whether it was in accordance with normal

procedure to address such a resolution to a single Government.

words "to the Costa Rican Government" .should be inserted after the words

Miss GELBER (Canada) suggested that a passage should be included in the

Commission's report indicating that it had been informed of the Costa Rica

project to establish a centre to ensure the equitable distributIon of

responsibilities between men and women in family life and expressing the

Commission's moral support for that project.

..···.Mrs.CHATER(Tunisia)also supported the request for the postponement

of'the vote ,~nd p;roposed that the word "centres'" in the Second line of the

operative<paragraphs~ouldbereplaced.by the words "socio-educational facilities"

or "socio-educational institutions''..

Mrs. MACHADO BONET (Uruguay) proposed that, in the Spanish version,

the Norwegian amendment sho'Uld be re~dered by the words "para la'formacion de

1acondicionidentica" and requested that the 'Commission should tak~ a decision
~-....-........-, , ":",.,;--,,, ':

on the drat'tresolution without further delay •

. Mrs. SHAHANI (Philippines) ,MissSANCHEZ-TORRES (Colombia),

. Mrs. SIPILA (Einland) and Mrs. NOOR (Indonesia) supported the proposal that no

vote should be takenun~il the revised text of the draft resolution was available

to members of <the Commission~

Canada.

Mrs.NAZANJO (Costa'Rica) requested that the Commission should vote on

the new text and on.the Norwegian amendment.

Mrs.. MARTE de BARRIOS (Dominican Repuhf.Lc ) said it would be preferable

not to take a vote until a text taking account of all the amendments was before

the Commission.

Mrs. PROBST (Austria) supported the suggestions made by Finland and

r~ J,:_ a2l2U~ __ .. _ ItiJ!

1

:< .

!i
~.

"
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I "moral support".

I
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The CHAIRMAN said that~ if there were no objections, the Committee

would vote on the revised ~raft resolutionl/ on the following day.

THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN THE FAMILY (agenda item 5) (concluded):*

(a) STATUS OF THE Um~IED MOTHER (concluded)*~ (E/CN.6/L.6l3/Rev.l,
E/CN.6/L.6l8, E/CN.6/L.6l9, E/CN.6/L.623, E/CN.6/L.63l)

Mrs. KOLSTAD (Norway) introduced the revised version of the draft

resolution on the status of the unmarried mother (E/CN.6/L.6l3/Rev.l). The

sponsors had accepted the amendments submitted at the 589th meeting and in

documents E/CN.6/L.6l8, E/CN.6/L.6l9, E/CN.6/L.623 and E/CN.6/L.63l, which did

not weaken the recommendations contained in the draft resolution, and had

rejected those which described existing legislative provisions. The intention

of'the sponsors was to establish standards to be attained and to formulate

general principles to be followed, with a view to eliminating any l~gislative

discrimination against the unmarried mother.

~. PROBST (Austria) noted that most of the amendments to draft

resolution E/CN.6/L.6l3 she had proposed in clocumentE/CN.6IL.63l hadb~en

incorporated in the revised text of the draft resolution. She wished~however,

to· maintain paragraphs (3), (6) (c) and (7) of her amendments•

Miss GELBER (Canada) urged the Austrian delegation to withdraw tho~le,

amendments, since it Was impossible to take account of existing legislative

provisions, given the variety, of legal systems in force in the various countries.

The intention of the sponsors of the draft resol'utionwas to lay thepases·for a

future charter for the unmarried mother.

Mrs: SIPILA (Finland), supported by Mrs•. BOKOR (Hungary) ; put forWard. ,

a nuInber of objections to paragraphs (3) and (6 r (c) of the Austrian aIIleIldments':
\,

*. . Resumed from the 590th meeting.

** Resumed from the 589th meeting.

1/ Subsequently circulated under the symbol E/CN.6/L.6l2!Rev.1.
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Mrs. PROBST (Austria) proposed-that, in order ,to meet the objections

raised by various delegations, the phrase "without taking into account le::gal
I

considerations It should be added at the end of the introductory sentence of

operative paragraph 2 of the draft resolution for adoption by ,the Economic and

Social Council; that amendmt::nt would replace the previous amendments proposed by

her delegation.

Mrs •.TILNEY (United Kingdom), referring to her delegation's amendments

(E/CN.,6/L.6l9), said that the only amendment which remained to be considered ,was

the One tosubparagraph (b) (ii) of operative paragraph 2, since the other

amendments had been tak~n irrco consideration in the revised text of the draft

resolution.

Mrs. HISLAIRE-GUISLAIN (Belgium), referring to the amendments proposed

by Belgium atidFrance (E/CN.6/L.6l8L said that, in the int'erests of compromise,

the sponsors were prepared to withdraw the first two amendments to operative

paragraph 2. (one relating to subparagraph (a) and the other to the first sentience

of subparagraph <f/), but w.ished to maintain the two other amendments, relating

tosubpa~agr~ph. (b) (iii) and (v},

, Miss SANCHEZ.=~ORRES (Colombia) said that the delegations of Argentina

and G'olombia Withd~ew their amendment (E/CN.6/L.62?) to operative paragraph 1

of· the ,'draft resolution, 's~nce it had, been taken into consideration in, the

revised text of that proposal. ,

, Miss GELBER (Canada), r~ferring to the oral amendment by the,

representative of Austria, observed that the draft resolution under discussion

was,conce,rnedwith general principles, as was made clear in the introductory .

sentenc.e of operative paragraph 2, a.nd not with existing legislation in the various

'countries.

Mrs. PROBS!. (Austria) said that her oral amendment could be worded

"'without prejudice to' national legislation". I She asked fora eeparatie vote on

that .. amendment.

I .. ;

,:::nu' '1 f . t ! "; , 'TT
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~ BOKOR (Hungary) said that she too was opposed ~o the Austrian

amendment. The draft resolution under consideration was a recommendation, which

had no legal or binding force; its application in the national legislation of

countries adopting the recommendation was a completely different question.,

Mrs. KOONTZ (United States of America) moved the closure of the debate.

The motion for closure of the debate was adopted.

The oral amendment by Austria to the introd.uctory sentence of operative

pa!agr~h 2 was rejected by 19 votes to l~ with 7 abstentions.

The first sentence of operative paragraph 2 was adopted. by 19 votes to 1,

with 7 abstentions.

The amendment by the United Kingdom to sUbpa~agraph(b) (ii) of operative

paragraph 2 (E/CN.6/L.6l5?..2_p~ra. 2) was re:_jected,' by 17 votes tol, with

~bstentions•

The amendment by Belgium and France to subparagraph (b) (iii) of operative

paragraph 2 (E/CN.6/L.6l8) was rejected'by'12 votes to 3, with 13 abstentions.

The amendment ~Y Belgium and France to subparagraph (b) (v) of operative

'paragraph 2 (E/CN.6/L.6l8) was rejec~ed by l7'votes to2, with 10 abstentions~

Draft resolution E/CN.6/L.6l3/Rev.l was adopted by 22 votes to none,

with 6 abstentions.~/ '

" ,

PROGRAMME OF CONCERTED INTERNATIONAL ACTION TO PROMOTE THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN
AND TO INCREASE THEIR CONTRIBUTION TO THE DEVELOPMENT' OF THEIR COUNTRIES
(agenda item 6) (continued):

(a,) FURTHER ELABORATIONOFA PROGRAMME OF' CONCERTED INTERNATIO:NAL,ACTION
(continued) (E/CN.6/L.627)

\,

Mrs. NOOR (Indonesia,) introduced the draft resol1;1tion on the t'llrther

elaboration of a programme of .concerted international 'action, submitted by"

Canada ,Colombia, Costa Rica, DOIj1j.n:l.can:Republi<?, 'Finland" Indonesia, !ran,

Japan, Liberia, Nigeria, NorYTaY'\~fh~li;pines,Urugua~ and,Zaire (E/CN.6/L.6~7);
Argentina had, also asked to be included among the sponsors. Inoperative

-.! _.

'paragraph '2, thewor,dslimoretechnical,assistanceltshouldbe r~placed 1JytheworCis

"more of their technical ass,;i.stance fimds i f
. ,

2/ The ,text ofthe)resoI~ti~nadopted was subsequently circulated a~
docum~n€ E/CN. 6/L., 640. !

r...
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\\ MissCHATON (France) proposed that th~ following phrase should be added

at the end Of operative paragraph 2: "in so far as such assistance could be

incl-qded in the progra.mIl\eof technical assistance of the "beneficiary countries if •
to

The amendment proposed by, the French representative.was adopted.
-.

L\ ,'" ,:Miss.GELEER(danada) suggested that, in operative paragraph 2, it;-r;hould
, t-:»

bespeci'f±ed'that theprogra.mIneS,Wef~ "for women", so tha.tthe Commission could

not ,be reproached for going 'beyond its terms of reference.
p-"", :' " -.' ,

The amendJIiE?nt ,;proposed by the Canadian representative was adoptiedv,

Dr~ft .resolutionE/CN.6/1.627, as amended, was..;:;adopted una'nimously.31
''''0\: ..

The meeting rose at 5.35 p .m,

r(

-'-.; . ..
'3

,,' ~
,~

• li

i,,~I~Thetextotthe resolU:tion adopted waS sUbsequentiy circulated as
'a:6cum:~ntE/CN.6/L. 641.

If'
t/ '.~ .., Q"
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The CHAIRMAN welcomed the Secretary-General of the United Nations;

~ pointing out that the Commission had never before been honoured"by a visit from a
r

Secretary-General. The Commission had noted with great pleasure the~S~cretary-

General's expressed opinion that more of the highest posts in the United Nations

Secretariat should be held by 'Women.

* ResUmed from the 588th meet~Ilg.

Miss GELBER (Canada) supportedthe,;:>p.r~ft
~d

fe;l.lowships.
" '

STATm~NT BY· THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS

'held on Tuesday ~ 29 FebruaI-y 1972~ at 10,.35 a an,

The SECRETARY-GENERAL said he was fully aware of' the importance of the

Commission's .functdons and of its efforts to further the reali,zation of the

purposes and pJ;'inciples of the Charter. He was theref'ore following ,itswp!'ltvery
. _ 0· ,~.

closely; asa token of his understanding and sympathy, he proposed shortly to

create a precedent h~rappointingawoman to a top-level post. Finally, he

expressed his best wishes for the success of the Commission's deliberatiop.s.

,- j,

IvlINUTES OF THE FIVE HUNDRED AND NINETY-THIRD MEETING

PROGRAMME OF CONCERTED INTERNATIONAL ACTION TO PROMOTE THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN
AND TO INCREASE THEIR CONTRIBUTION TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THEIR COUNTRIES
(agenda';item 6) (continued) (E/CN.6/L.636, E/CN.6/~.637): ' c

(b)ADV:tSORY SERVICES IN THE FIELD OFIIU:MAN RIGHTS (c'ontinued.)* (E:/cN.6/L.632)

Mrs. TILNEY (United Kingdom), introducing the draftresolU"tion ~n'the
. " ' -" . ' -'. . ~, ' ,!.! _:, - '" ,.I,',., -, _ .u ' ';:~_

programme Of' advi.$ory services in the field .'of' human rights (E/CN.6/L.632}· on· "

behalf ofthespoIlsors, said that Canada. 's name 'had been substituted in "errorfa'r Cl

that oftheD~minicanRepublic. The purpose of the .;roposalwas . . .

outstanding point's and to ensure tha.t twosemina~s o~th~ st~tus of~b~eti
"

be held annually ,e~~eciallyinyears when the Commissibnlre,Snotmeeting.

United K,:ingdom had issued an invitation for such a seminar in 1972. An import~nt
, ' . , .-' , \-',-" ,::-' .'-:' - ': i ,_ ',~ ._, ,- , ,': '. :,',:: •

provision o:f the draft resolution for adoption by the Eco;lomic.and Social Council

was;ithe one'in sUbparagraph (a)ofpat~graph2, namelythe'imd£~tiont(r,
Governments ·~:t··Member:Stat.es to nominate morewomenand.morepe:rs<>.risinvol,redi~
acti~ities toeli~iriate;discriminatipriOn g~ounds of;~ex f6fhufuahrights. ., . ,',' '<; . ....:'.'. _. ".

....
'"

'!l.
,~
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·'·-Tll~,text():tthe resolution adopted was sUbsequently'circul~ted as
._f;/C~.61~.643.

ElcN. 6!Min. 593

In response to criticisms of subparagraph (a) of paragraph 2 by

Mrs •. zAEFFERER de 'GEYENECHE (Argentina)t Mrs. ~KOLSTAD(Norway) and Mrs. AKRAWI

(haql,Mrs.TILNEY ,(United KingdoJ:!l) ,suggested, that the words "and of more persons
\.'j , .' ,

invol;ved 'in eliminating" should be Iieplaced by the words "and of those invoJ.ved
0' •

inthe,workofel1mina~ing" • Slie accepted the Philippine amendment.

Di!aft resolution E/CN~61L.632, as amended, was adopted unanimously.l/ ,

!1;i.'s. SHAHAi:i! (Philippines) suggested that the' words "more fully" should

obe inserted after "to avail themselves" in subparagraph (c) of paragraph 2 .
. ~, ' ~ /) ." .

,c Mrs. ANDREI (R9mania), introducHng a draft resolution on the progr~e

of concerted int,ernational action to promote the advancement of women and to. ' . ' ..
increase their contribution to the development of'their countries' (E/cN.61L.637)

~c,on~J:)ehal:t;..;ofber"~delegl3.tion,,and.thoseofE~t',Fi~:J.and, France, Hun~ary, the

Philippinef3andTl.1Il~sia,said that the development of action to promote the

,advancement of woJIiep during the past 25 years showed the necessity of 'bri.nging

'about a ne~ intern~;tionaJ.,awareness of women's p!oblems, especially of the

,i economi,cand social discrimina.tion that was being practised against women in many

deve.lopingco'rintries. 'That was why the sponsors l'Tereproposing the proclamation
" • I ", , <

o1',all "International Women 's Year" ,which Wbu1d 'provide an excellent opportunity
, '-: "",' , : ',' '. '

1'or>world-ilide, action j,n depth to promote thea,dvancement of,women and help

to~increas~ their contribution to national development. ,

SOni~~$~:n-ati~ns had been expresse4 ,;,about' using such abroad title as
"','~:","',;""\".'>':' ))", .. ,<.~,~' "',,: (I,.:, _.' ;, ,,', "~'"'/~~/''' ..'.,,> ,

'~'~Iltei'nationaIWomeIl's Year", and it had beerJ:" suggested that there should be a

rEirer~ric~t()\lomEm'~rights in the title. She'did not think that that would be
.:::,,~.,· .. .: ,.,..-."<.~> '::.','. ':?? ''-,' ".: ..,',.".' ."_"'. .':, -' , " .'.
'desh~a.b~le,since 'women's rightswereoniy a distant goal in many countries.. On

,'q" ", ...,,' ."

theo~herhand,she'WoUld not object ,strongly to changing the title to
:,,:', ,,,,,;.. >:,.,,.::','.-.' .',:,::'. " "', .::..~:, ' "" { 'v; " .... : " - " ' .' ,

-"it+~terna.iional· Year for tbe Status of wdm-etl" or "Internati.onal Yea.r for

i;2/N()ii"']):i.~~I'i~fnat:Lonagainst ~em:e~Ii.
. ", ~ . ..

;, 0 ' (' ,)

;~'::::~~~~~~_.'---,~~~...., ,-~,::::"..,:::::=.:::~::.-:::::::~ ,<t .~:___
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Mrs. ANDREI(R6mania) accepted that amendment.

.~

"Mrs. JeOONTZ (Uniteq; States of America) proposed thatthe:words,llwitl1J.n

existing resources" should be inserted after ,jtion-governmental.~rganizationsn

in operative paragraph 3• '.'

' ..
. Mrs.SIPILA (Finland) said that she too had found the title

unsatisfactory, but had fa~lea in her efforts to find a better one. The aims' of

the Year would have to be made clear in, other ways ..

Mrs. KOLSTAD (Norway) said she shared. the Canadian representative's

misgivings concEK::ni~g the title of'th~ Year and formally proposed that it shoulg.

be changed to "International Year f~r the Status of Women".

seriously than it should be. The title should cl~arly show that the purpose of.

the Yeal;' was ~o, promote action for the elimination of dis,cr.imination on grounds

of ·sex.

In reply to Mrs. KOONTZ (United States of America), Mrs. ',BRUGE

(Representative of the Secretary~Gener~l) said that the action called for in

operative paragraph 3 of the draft resolution for submission by the Economic and

'Social Council to th~ General Assembly had no financialimplicat:i.6ns, although
, • ' r

the exe~ution of the programme drafted on the basis of replies might have such

implications.

Mrs. ZAEFFERER de GOYENECHE (Argentina) said she could not agree with
~:-

the Canadian representative that the title should beJ~based,·on theelimiJ.latioll of

discrimination, since that seemed to be a negative ,approach. Sheproposed·the

title "International Women's Year as an Instrument for promoting National
".. . : '" .

Development", which would be more positi'v~.

·Mrs. SIPILA (Finland) said ,she could not 'agree that 'the

refer to women'srights, si71cethat:implied a disregard ·of. women~13
• - -' " , " r C'.

responsibilities. NOI.'cou~dshe sU:pportthe Norwegian proposal, bec/3;use no one

'really knew what the .term "status of women" meant and,m.oreover,the~6rd;llstat~s"

carried: a ,connotation 'of stagnation.. ,Thet~rmnadvancemeIltofwomennwasequally

unsatisfactory, for it disreg~rded.th~ esse~tial,conceptofWClJllen'spartici~ati0n
'. "'. .' ".> .' ". ..' .', < .,."",.)).

in society. She could, however, '~upport the Argentine, proposai. < •

'f

...
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" Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) supported the.

i\rg!=ntiIle proposal. The title of the Year could not be limited to women's rights,

since that would make it one-sided. The. real purpose of the y:ear was to promote

women '.s ,Iltultilateral participation in the economic, social, political and

cultural deV'e~opment of their countries.

,

/ ...

Miss SANCHEZ-TORRES (Colombia) said .that, in Spanish at le,:"3t, the title

"International Year for Women's Rights" was not negative , since the need to

promote those rights was so cle~r.

Mrs. NOOR (Indonesia) said that the title must be short and striking

rather tha!l explanatory. She would have hesitated to recommend the use of the

'titl,e .a.:ppearing in. p~agraph 3 of the draft resolution for an event sponsored by

a non-governmental. organization, for example, but in the 'case of an international
~

year promoted by the United Nations, it would be obvious to everyone that the

specific purposes of the Year would be set out in its programme and related

publications.

Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt) s~id·she agreed with the Finnish representative's

views on the term ."status of women'", but could see no objec,::tion to the title
>,,'. >,

"International Women's Year l1 used in the draft resolution. Women's Day was

celebrated in ~any partp of the world and c~rried nO derogatory connotations. The

Argerit.ine'representative's a.dditionmight streIlgthen the title, but was not

suitable, from the point of view of form, and might perhaps be used as a

. 'subtitle .

Mrs. MACHADo BONET (Uru~uay) agreed with the Indonesian representative's

view:s on the title of the International Year. She proposed 12hat the fifth

.preambular paragraph should be moved 'bo become the first preambular paragraph of

thedraf'tresolution recommended for adoption by the General AssemblY.and that the

sixthpreanlbular1paragraph should be deleted. Shefutther proposed that the word

"scientific" in·.thelast·lineOf the first pream"bular' paragraph should be deleted

an.Cl:th~tthe word "rea.lization".in operative paragraph 2 of the draft resolution
~ - . " .. .

ad,'optiori by the Generi:1lAssembly sh6uldbe replaced by the word "recognition".

Mrs.A1IDREt (Romania) said that she woUld aGcept those amendme'"1,'ts if

agreeable to the "'other sponsors of the draft resolution.



Mrs. KOLSTAD (Norway) withdrewher proposal. The United States

representative's proposal was a good one, although she felt that the meaning of

the~words "equal rights il was not clear unless they-we:t:e qualified.
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Mrs. SIPIrA (Finland) opposed the Uruguyan representative's proposal

for the dele,tion of the sixth preambular paragraph, since that <'~aragraph expressed
. ~:.f .

the whole reason for an international women's y'ear. With r~gardto that

representative's amendment to operative paragraph 2, she ,thought that the word

"realization" might 'be more satisfactory in English. She supported the

Argentine representative's proposal concernin~ the title of 'the Year. She cou.ld

accept the other amendments proposed.
-r-

Mrs. MOHAMMED (Nigeria) proposed that the~Citle should read

"International Year for Action to Eliminate Discrimin~t:ron againstWomen ll
• She

also proposed'that the yords "and In.ternational Women's DaY"!3hould be inserted

after the title in the third line of paragraph 3.

Mrs. KOONTZ (United States of America) said'that what was wanted was a

title expressing the n~ecr to eliminatediscriminati()ninbrder~'Oitnprovewomen's

status in countries which needed the contribution ofhheir women. In order to

cover that point and to allow for' the adaptation of programmes to the needs of

individual countries, she suggested the following title: "International Year for

Equal Rights and Responsibilities of Women';.

Mrs. SHAHANI (P~ilippines) proposed that the title 11Internat:i:01!al Women's
,

Year" should be retained but- that the meaning should be clarified bY-adding the

following "\'T0rds to paragraph 1: 11 0 DO for intensified action to increase women's' '

contribution to national and international life".

Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt), speaking as a sponsor of the, draft resolution,
.' ,

supported the ,Finnish repre~entative 's.v~ewson the proposeda,mendmentstothe .\~

preambular parag:r:aphs. With regardtothetitIe, the Philippine proposalwas'ffl\e

most acceptable .As an alternative, she would suggest that the wordSllfOrequa.l,,.'~,
, . , "", ' c' ',' ' /;/'

rights and responsibilities. withm~m" migh~ be addedtc> paragraph 1-

Mrs. SIPILA (Finland) agreed with the Norwegian representative's

on the United States proposal. She supported the ,Philippinepr0po~alrelatingto

. If,

'';
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paragr$.pb,l~b:ut

:f'ollowin~lines:

Mrs. CURLING (Cost!3- Rica) wa,s J.n favour of retaining the title asset

()Y.t~p. pa7ragraph ·'l.~since. i.ts mea.ni,ng was Clarified in paragraph 2. She

proposed that the' words "and for tneir application for national and international
".' ., . .

development" should be inserted arle~theword "women". in the second-line of

. 6

,,< ..•.• MrS.SIPIr.A{Finland) pr'oposed ,that a new operative paragraph should be
~,:. '-"'-~-- ,')., -". ", .". ,',. ,.. .".. " . " . -'. ' "~'" ".,' .

in13ertEldbetwe~n ope:{:l.t:i.veparagraph~ 1 and. 2 on the following lines: llDecides.to

deV;Qt.e.~h~sYea:r-to,intel1$if:i.eda~tioJ:itopromot~ equality between women and.men

and to. increase wql!len's.contributionto national and international. development ll
•

'I',,
)~ ElCN.6IMin .. 593

paragra,ph2.

o Mrs. BOKOR (Hungary) said she preferred paragraph 2asit stood. She

proposed as the' title: "International Women's Year to Contribute to National

and InternatfonalDevel:0pmeni?ll.
,',. ~

, " ,I:n.resPC>Il;3etoasugg~stion byMrs.NIKOLAEVA {Union of' ,SovietS,?cialist '

R~p~blfcs)"t:heCHAIRMANproPosed·that the meeting shouldbe'suspended to enable
." ",' ','.,- .,,' ,,' " ' .' - ., .. - ,.,' '-. i \-

the spoIlsors, to prepare a final text.

meetin.gwas suspended at 12.15 p.m. and resumed at 12.35 p.m.

'jvi;ts:' AGUAYO'(Chile) proposed the wording "InternatioFa.1 Year for Full

!nteg:ration.of Woml;!nin National and International Life".~ so that the purpose

would be cleEJ.rlyunderstood at all levels.

Mrs. HU\TANANDANA (Thailand) said'she supported. the Finnish

representative i s proposal concerning theaddition to paragraph 1"

Miss CHATON (France)? speaking a~r'a sponsor of the draft resolution ~

"saidsh,ef'av6ured ithetitle "triternational Women's Year". In all past

I:ntJrnat:i.onalYearS~ the United, Nations and the specialized agencies had tried
, ,

to:t'~:n.d a cipher of'not .mone than three letters. Moreoyer ~ the ti,tle was close

to'thatof IJ:iterftational Year for Human Rights ~ with which the Commission's
,

aqtiv;i,t.feswere direc'ply related. A neat title would also be more suitable for

, p~~iic:i.ty purposes. She supported .bhe Hungarian proposal as a subtitle. She wa§?

ifif~vollrofreta~ning the sixth preambUlal!'P~ragraph.

I~.· suggested -that t!>.e addit;'onal phrase s!>.ould be expanded, on rthe

\.1. . lIfor'. intensified ~ction to promote equality between. men and

:!' ~ome:n and to incre.ase women's contribution to nati~nal and internat~,onal

] development,"."
I
J
\

i{
I
I
;
1
J
"{,
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l~s. ANDREI (Romania) announced that the sponsors had agreed to the

following amendments: the .word"scientific" was to be deleted in the last line

of the first preambular paragraph and the fifth preakbularparagraph was to be

,transferred to the beginning of the draft resolution proposed for adoption by

the General Assembly; the new op~r-ativ~ paragraph proposed by the Finnish

representative was to be inserted after paragraph l~ the remaining paragraphs

of the operative part being renumbered accordingly, and the wO:rds ','within ,the

limits of existing resources" were to be added after the wordS "non-gover'nmental
• .. .. . .. ' 'C'-', 0

organizations" in paragraph 3" which would become paragraph 4. The sponsors

had decided to retain the sixth preambular paragraph.

Draft resolution E/CN.6/L.6379 as amended, 'Was adopted unanimouSly.2/
---- • ,,' ¥

Mrs. KOONTZ (United states of Am~rica) int~oduced the draft resq~ution

on increased activities at the regional level relating to the status of women

(E/CN .6/L.636) on behalf of the sponsors. As indic'ated in the firstpreambular

paragraph~ draft resolution VIII had been approved by the Commission by an

overwhelming majority at its twenty-third session but had been re1erred back to it

by the Economic and Social Council for' further consideration. The sponsors had..
'"

reviewed the draft resolution in the light of the comments of Governments

reproduced in document E/CN.6/559 and also of a nlunber of comments in documents

E/CN:6/532 9E/CN.6/533 arid E/CN.6/554.

',9(

I/!. ,

Mrs. NOOR (Indonesia) expressed her full support for the id.eas embo.died

in the draft resolution. She suggested that the words "the social, economic and

cultural" at tpe end of paragraph 1 of the draft resolution for adoption by the

Economic and Social Council should be replaced by the word:;'! "·all sectors of the".

Mrs. KOONTZ (United ,States of America) accepted that amendment.

Draft resolution E/CN.6/L.636, as a.mended, was adopted by 23 votes to none;,

with 5 abstentions}/ .'

The meeting rose at 1 p.m.

2/ The text of the resolution adopted was subsequently circulated as
document E/cN.6/L.644.

3/ The text of the resolution adopted 'Was subsequently circulated as
document E/CN.6/L.647 •

.-
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resolution and would have

said,that she had

resolution ~/CN.6/L.§32
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ldXs. I~TE de BARRIOS (Dominican Republic)

unfortunately not been presept for the vote on draft

(593rd meeting). She whole-heartedly supported'that

voted in favoUr of it had she been present.

Mrs. HISLAIRE-GUISLAIN (Belgium) introduced~ onbe,half of her delega.tion

and that of France~ a draft reso'lutionon activities of agencies in th.eUnited

Nations system which are of special concern to women (:!!:!CN.6/L.633 ) and "announced

that Uruguay: and Colombia had become sponsors of the draft •. ,She,)drew attention

to the fact that the. beginning of operative Paragraph 2 should be CQrrectedto

read: "Expresses also the hope that.the Secretary-General of the United Nations

will invite the executive heads of' UNESCO, .the ILO ~ FAO, WHO ,UNICEF andUNDP

to continue to recommen4 ..• ".

PROGRAMME OF CONCERTED INTERNATIONAL ACTION ~O PROMOTE THE ADVANC~mNT OF WOMEN
AND TO INCREASE THEIR CONTRIBUTION TO THE DEVELOPMENT~OFTHEIR COUNTRIES
(agenda item 6) (continued) (E/CN.6/L.638): " .

(0) l\.DVISORY SERVICES IN THE FIELD OF HUMAN RIGHTS (concluded) (E/CN,.6/L.632)

heid on Tuesday~ 29 February 1972, at 3.40cp.~.

MINUTES OF THE FIVE HUNDRED AND NINETY-FOy,RTHMEETING

(c ) ACTIVITIES OF THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES TO PROMOTE THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN'
(continued) (E/CN.6/L.633) ,

If

Mrs. ZAEFFERER de· GOYENECHE (Argentina.) said that

to be included among the sponsors of·the draft resolution.

Mrs. BRUCE (Represe'ntative Of the Secretary--GeIleral) said operative

paragraph 3 should be-mod'i f'Led, since the Commission :couldnot directlytequest

C. the executive heads of the ,specializeq. agencies to keep the Commlssioninformed;, . .

of the extent of the participation of women. Therequest~ouldhave.'to .be

transmitted through the Economic'andSocial Council.

The paragraph was perhaps ~ however ~ superfluous, since it seemedt.toduplica.te

the provisions of draft resolution E/CN .6/L".602/Rev .1 already t3.doptedby: the

Commission at the .583rd meeting, forsubmissi<?n to the. Council,ontheerhl?:l::oYJl1ent

of women in senior and other Professional positions by the secretariats of

organizations in the United Nations system.
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Mrs. SIPILA (Finland) ,pointed out that paragraph' 3 referred back to
.. . ~ . . . .. '. I

paragraphs 1 and 2, implY:ing that :the Commission should be kept i,nformed not
d

oply of t.he participation of women in the specialized agencies' secretariats, but

also in national delegations, general conferences, national commissions and other

nationalliaisonbod:tes. In her view, therefore, the .paragraph should be

maintained.

Mrs. 'HISLAIRE':OUISLAIN (Belgium) said that she was in favour of

~a.intaining paragraph 3 and deleting paragraphs 1 and 2, but she would have no

objection to the text being altered so as to constitute a draft resolution for

submission to the Economic 'and Social·Council.

It was so decided.

Draft resolution E/CN.6/L~633, gS thus amended, was a40pted unanimouSly.l/

Mrs'..HUSSEIN(Egypt) introduced, on behalf of her delegation and those

of the· Dominican Republic,. Finland., France and the Philippines, d,raft resolution

E/CN.6/L.638,!,hich was submitted under agenda item 6 and not agenda item 4, as

was etroneously indicatedih the document itself.

Mrs'. AGUAYO (Chile) said that her country wished to be included among

the. sponsors' of the draft resolution.

t, Mrs. sHAHANI (Philippines) proposed that the following text should be
" '. ,'"-

added at. the end of operative paragraph 2:

"as well as to other appropriate resolutions recommended by the Commission

on the status>of Women at its twenty-fourth session under agenda item 6
concerning the further elaboration Of a programme of conce.rted.international;

action for the advancement of .women and the increased activities at the

regiqna,llevel related .tothe status or women".

Tlfe. Commis.sion had, in fact, already adopted a .resolution on .thefurther
1\ . " .•... . . .'

el8,boratioIl,ofa progI'amme of concerted international action and. would. ,probably

a.dopt others; it was therefore necessary . that the meeting of. experts should take

them into consideration.

s, , 1/· The ·text of the resol1,ltion adopted was subsequently circulated as
document E/cN.6/L.654.

/ ...
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..
Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt) and Mrs. SIPILA (Finland ) supported. that" \\

amendment.

Dra:ft resolution. E/CN.6/L.638, as thus amend'ed, was adoptedunanimously.2!
"

PROGRAMME OF HORK AND ESTABLISHMENT OF PRIORITIES•. CONTROL AND LIMITATION OF
DOCUMENTATION (agenda item 4) (continued)** (E/CN.6/L.b35) ,

Mrs. SHAHANI (Philippines) introduced draft re,solutionE)CN.6IL:63~~

on agenda item 4, onb~hftlf of her delegation and those of the Dominican
,;,:,: . ~-)

Republic and Liberia.

Miss SANCHEZ-TORRES (Colombia) said that her couhtry wished to be"

included among the sponsors, of the draft resolution. ,

Mrs .MARTE de BARRIOS, (Dominican Republic )prppds~9-that,the' beginni~g

of operative paragraph 2 should.,,-;be amended to read: "Requests the Secreta,E'y­

Gen~ral, Member State's ,an.dspecializedagencies,concerned., •• ".

Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Repu'blics)'drew attentioIl to'

the fact that theCommissl.6n had set up at its 580th meeting a Wbrkl.ng Gr ol1P toO,
",.,

draw up its programme of work. The Commission had, however,' adopted a large

number of. resolutions ondiff'erent subjects, stresslng,eaplitime, their

importance and urgency. It· should be'borne irimind. that the S~cret~ry-GeneI'al

had requeste~ the Commis sionto confine its work to the' most iIllporta.ntquestiprl,s.

The involvement of women in all facets of agricultural development dertairiijt~,

required. more, thorough. study, but, in YieW,Of',the, Secretary-General'sd.i!?ectiye~. ­

she wondered .whether it was essential to, include that'fl1+estionin,theagendafor

the twenty-fifth session. It might perhaps be wisertoa,;ait therecommeIldat'i'o~s

of the W"orking Group before taking a d.ecisionon draftresoluti6nE/CN.6/L.635"))
.J,

Res~ed from the 583rdmeeting!

The text of the resolution adopted was SUbsequentlY-circulated as
E/CN.6/L.648.

**

2/
docmneht

o

Miss CHATON (France), referri.ng to operative paragraph 2 , po~nted out

that UNESCO had a,lreadY, at the Commission's re9.llest, submittE7d a r~por.r on th~ "

status of women in rural areas (ElcN .6/566), and itsrElpresentat~ve.,b,ad. '

announced, at the,590th meeting, ,that the: report w9uldbe revised fortJ:1,e

twenty-fifth session. The Commission had not had time to (ijonsider that report
\ • 1/ ' .

it should not~therefore,make ~ifficulties' forUl\lESCQby asking it to submit

another docUment.

s:
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Mrs.' SHAHAIU (PhiJ,..ippines)' proposed that the qommission 1 s consideration

,of the dr;ft.;resolution should be po,stpdh~d unt.il the Working Group had submitted

. its';reCooDmlen~ations'?~the"progr.amme of york • ()

,Itw:assodec,ided.· , '
o .,

, .;"_:.~~'JQ'p.'~, '\'6 \ -, \ '0

;; '. .··P~OTECT:[O!'t or We:~N,J\ND CHILDREN' IN EME:RGENCY AND ARMED CONFLICT IN THE STRUGGLE
(0 FO~t,'flE.A.C~f,SEL~~I?E~Ef{M:rNATION/NATIONALLIBERATION AND INDEPENDENCE (agenda item 8)
'~9 (E/CN~6156J,..~anett:AdiLland,2,E/CN.6!NGO!243)· . c

i . ~s~gtRti6E(tRepresent'ativeOf the (~eDcretary-Genet:al) introduced the

r'sec~etoiry.;a.,ne~al"s report. on the protection of women end children in emergency

j
.~...ElJJ,d,s'rmed:con.fiict in :tl1; ,strugg1efo;rlipeace ,se,lf-.determination , national

\,' ,'li~e~t±on=:-,.:::::.d;~:~~~:::/:::t~:e A::~:r~:h~~dthat the 1949 Geneva

"
' :6 . ; ~ ~c~_nventi()rtS3 I were 'not fUlly applied in the occupied tel'ritories .'Itwas '

'::;',l;~~:~~;i::::::~;:1::,::~::S~~:;:ne;:c::::d:h:ra::~:a:~::::t,~d::uate
1; ,',' ; ,>?,~,:_~:_,,- " - -:C' .'c',,'" ",.:" ::<, ,-.',__ _ _. - ,. _ "=,".:• "'.• " , ' . • . _,' .,'. _. -".' , - •

>en9:~a.vqu~:P;tgto()1:>taJ.I~ ~nformat~onon tlte s~tuat~on,of wome:n and ch~ldr~,n an

" ....bsimil~r~c'a:s~s'e.rj(r'byObtaini~g.the.'.;s~pp()rt of. ~ublic opinion. .All the examples

'C;,;q'l+9t.e,dJ.~c,the°s~~~eta;i:'Y~General's'report tende~ to prove that wo~en and children
.,_'.'_~ __ '" ':.. ::> ;'," ..' _" :,':: ,:': .". .'" :-:" --'_',' ',_;" ,::..1, " _ :':,,; - ,:._ "":" -.~-, _" , _, ' ' " .. ' ,,-,: _ _ _ - , , • '.l .. ~;w«ar~,'p~~ticlfL~r+y '\rUl~e~a~le,inpe.riods, of armed conflict. Unfort~n~tely, their

iqf:f'~Jrin~$:t\idn()tneces~arilY,~ndwith th~ cessation, of hostilities. In that
"':"::"\'>,J' ~<','" -, -'-,:""":",-:"\ '< "J)"" " .:0- '. :.' ,,~J ,,_ -.',: '-"" ',,'~' _ -' '.

;~. .connexion,she dreJT: attention to the. position of women ,in the occupied territories
:, .. _'-"',:-~'::~\_.<:-.",,_,-.:~~"~-~":~:':":';"_:,',:':',. __ J1 ',>' ',-. " ," "',,' '.' _:..~:' _",';,,' - _,,'

,··'~Il;1;heJII~dale,Ea~t "Which were subjected to .foreign domination and incessant

Vi:RJ-a7:~?~~,;p;f.Ji~an,r~g~ltws;_j~TheSpecial(;jComm~ttee toln~estigate Israel~

J?r~ct:tc,~!?)~:f;t,;~~tingthe(H,¥Vah~lJUghts.of the Population of the Occupied Territories
:,-'.>':': ..,;":';':'.:~ "'/'_,>':,;-,<',,'>, -,',:-::..;-.:-.:, '< ,-: :',:. , _" '-,."' >,.n, " :,: .. ," "'''-'- ,', ,'.:', ,", ':.. .' " .

Fha.:c1<,<;quc>'Ped.',e:Xl:Wlplesqf womeIl_r,ii~f~c'qhildren being he:1d.as hostages, of heads of
': 'P:>.~' :,J,-', .' . ,j}/fi, .\",;'~\}~;_' .. .....',.. . . . . ..,.

·':f'aD1~7?;~;.~.f~~hfexpelle&.and -9tf~th\tjdep'Qrtati~n,9fwholefamilies. The c~lildren

whos'e,,,,i't'mes;appearedon the 1fsts\~~ UNRWA were .also living in distressing
t~~""j:/t~~)-,,~:,:,~:y,.:".:::,,'Q-:~,"" ,','.. '-\".,' ":,::.:,_" ;:,' r ' , ,~, ". ',<_, ,",

,~0I!~~:t,~9n~"since\\~~ccordingtothatAgency's report covering fhe period from

l\runeJ197Pr;,to30JJne197l,4/there were more th~n 300 ,000 childr'en over one year

Ofag;~'}Yh()~;'Ori"30June'197l, were not' re~eiving rations on a per~anent basis.
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The Egyptian delegation also wished to refer to the c:ase of women subjected

to the contemptible apartheid system in southern Africa and, in particular, to

that of Afr£can women in South Africa ~ where as many African women andchil~J:'en

as possible were being expelledfrom'the'Johannesburg area. The Egyptian'

delegation appealed to the Commission to spare no effort to secure theapplicati~n

of humanitarian measures for protecting women and children within the framework

of the internatiqnal instruments which were being prepared to ensure the
.. i " ','

safeguarding of human ~igh~s in periods of armed conflict.

, Mrs.MARINKEVITCH (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic) said that

the q~estion of the. protection of women and children in, emergency was of

particular topical interest, since war was raging in several parts of the world

and in others tension was very high. The General Assembly, in its resolution, ,'"

2675 (XXV), had approved the basic principles for; the protection of,dvilian

populations in armed conflicts and her. delegation wished to drawattimtion 'to, the

third of those principles, which stated that "in'the conduct'ofmilitary

operations, every effort should be made to sparecivili'an pQpulations the r avages

of war, and all necessary precautions should be taken to avoid injury , loss .,or

.-' damage to civilian populations". In tb,atconnexir;m, there were tW'o~ountrHi~';~

the United States of America,and J;srael~ which,a1though they had ratified ,the
,

Geneva Convention re1ativ,e to the Protection Of Ci,vi1iahPersons in Time ofWat
" ,

of 12 August 1949, did notr'espect i t~·, The United States arIn¥W'as subjecting

the civil population 017 South Viet.~Nam to air raids which were destroy~ng

villages, forests and crops. It was using chemical, sUbstances' (defoliants) to

destroy all vegetable life, ",ithouttaking account of the consequencesfo!'

future generations, and was thus ,conlmitting veritable genocide in' Viet,'...Nam,

Her delegation considered that all inhuman acts suffered by women and

children should be condemned, whether it was .a question of the privations

suffered by mothers and children in ~ast Pakistan or of the treatment inflicted

on~he popu1ations under the domination of Portugal and South At:ric$.. More

specifically, the .Commission should devise effective measur,es, forJthe protection

of women and children in the event of war and, in that regarq" her delegatiOn

thought that the aim shoUld be to prepare a draft convention or declaration

-I'. ,•.•
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suppleme~ting existing instruments for the international protection of c;ivil

populations.' ,The Commission in so doing would not be duplicating the work of

other bodies; such as.the CQmmission on Human Rights, for example, since its

, work would relate specifically, to the protection of women and children .
. ' . .. .

~ Mrs. S'IPILA (Finlarid) said that, if the Commission thought it

:hecessary that special mea.sures'should be devised for the protection of women

and children in 'armed conflicts, it had an opportunity to make suggestions in

that :J':'egard, since'the whole question of' international humanitarian law in armed

conflicts was under review and dra.ft additional protocols t~the Geneva

Co.Iiventionswerebeingprepared~ The drafts that had been submitted to

Governments for comment, already contained provisions .concerning children, mothers
; .. ' " ..

of very yOung children and expectant mothers'; it might be appropriate to add

provisions similar to those of article 21 of the Fourth Geneva Convention

(concerning the treatment of women ) which would 'be applicable in armed conflicts

other than international armed conflicts. TheComInission should therefore

fo::J..lot.rcl0gely the work of the second session of the Conference of Government

~pertsoIltheReaffirmationand Development of International Humanitarian Law,

·wliich.wa;st<>Il1eet from 3 May to 3 June 1972 under the auspices of ICRe and would
Cl \

e~ami-nethe'draft,additiorla.l protoco'ls to the four Geneva Conventions and the

'Yfork of'the ThirdComni.ittee of the General.Assembly, which was also going to

stl1dythequestion in 1972 (see Genere,l Assembly resolutions 2$52 (XXVI) and

2853 (XXVI)).'

Thelack<Oi'fnterest shown by women inthe,qu~stion was 'to some extent

respohsfblefor the" scantdneas of the information on the condition of women

arid children iriparticula.r situations (see EICN. 6/561 ,chap. 11) ; that state er

a~fairscouldbe rem.edied'only by more active participation by women themselves.

Mrs. BOKOR (Hungary) said it was essential that the new international
If

instruments to be examined at the second session of the Conference of Government

Experts in 1~h2 should contain provisions ensuring the effective protection of

~om.en.andchildren;members of the Commission should therefore follow closely

the workbfthat conference and s.eek to persuade their respective Governments to
. , \

10 ••

/,

"~
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"!"

send to the Conference representatives who had the interests of women and,children
"

at heart. It would also be desirable for the Commission itself to be

represented at the Conference. (!.
Lastly, the Commission should in t~e future base its consideration of the

question on the conclusions of the Conference of Government Experts and on more

detailed reports by the Secretary-General~

Mi~~_GELBER (Canada) urged the members of the Commission' not tobeg~n

a discussion of particular situations, since no cQUrrbr;y: in the world Was gu'iltless

with regard to those situatj.ons, whether by action or by omission. A heavy

responsibility lay on the 'whole international community-with respect to the

acts committed against women in many regions of the world.

She fervently hoped that the Commission would have the courage to rise

above political and geographical considerations in order to set forth, if not at

the present session at least at some future session, general principles. which

would be in the interest of all women and which could be taken int0 account' in

the preparation of new prot.oco.l.s to the Geneva Conventions .•

Mrs. KOONTZ (United States of .AmericaLreferring tothestatemep.tby

-the Byelorussian representative, observed that all alleged cases. ofgenocid~

should be brought before the International Court of Justice and not, before the

Commission.

She too thought that the Commission should strive to isolate br,Oad'g~neral

principles and refrain from treating the question from a political standpoint.

In order that the que'stio~ might be treated in a more direct. manner and within

the Commission's terms of reference, it w6uld perhaps'-G~ better tochanget.he

wording of the item.

. '

PROGRAMME OF CONCERTED INTERNATIONAL ACTION TO, PROMOTE.THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN
AND TO INCREASE THEIR CONTRIBUTION TO THE'DEVELOPr,lENT OF THEIR COUNTRIES
(agenda item 6) '(continued):

(a) FURTHER ELABORATION OF A PROGRAMME OF CONCERTED INTERNATIONAL" ACTION
(continued)* (E/CN.6/L.612!Rev.l, E!CN.6/L.634)

Mrg. SHAHANI (Philippines) introduced draft resolution E!CN.6/L.634

on the further elaboration of a programme of concerted internationa;Laction

* , Resumed .from the 592nd meeting.

/'0." •
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Miss CHATON (France) suggested that, in the fourth preambular

paragraph the words "women at low levels of development il shoula be replaced by

"least favoured women".

on behalf of the sponsors. She proposed the following draft~ng amendments: in

the fifth preambular paragraph, the words "such a programme'" should be replaced

by. the words "the programme of concerted international actio::::'. for the

advancement of women", and in the sixth preambular paragraph the wordS "a

programme of concerted international action for the advancement of women" should

be. replaced by the words "such a programme"; la.stly, operative paragraph 5 should

begin with the words "~rges UNDP to consider the full integration of women... ".

Those amendments were adopted.

The amendment was adopted.

Draft resolution E/CN.6/L.634, as amended, was ad~pted by_28 votes to none,

with 1 abstention. 21

Mrs. NAZANJO (Costa Rica) introducing draft resolution E/CN.6/L.6l2/~ev.l

on the establishment of region!:tl and national centres for the development of

identical status fo~ men and women and their balanced participation in the

w~ll-being of the family, on behalf of the' sponsors, said,that if that text was

not adopted by the Commission, she would request that it should'be included in

the Commission1s rep<?rt, as had' 'been suggestied by the Canadian representative

at the 592nd meeting.

Mrs. TILNEY (United Kingdom) r-equest.ed that, in accor-dance with rule 51

of the rules of procedure,' consi.der-atrion of the draft resolution should be

deferred until the following day, since delegations had not had time to study

the text, which had only just been circulated.

Mrs. MARTE tie BARRIOS (Domin~can Republic)'proposed, a ~ewversion of

the draft resolution, which she felt should enable the Commission to break the

present deadtock:

5/ The text of the resolution adopted was subsequently circulated as
document E/CN.6/L.649.

(I •



-219-

.,.-;

E/CN.6/Min.594

-.

"Having been informed of the plan to establis'.h in the Central American

area a regional body for women and the family an~ of the offer by Costa Rica

to act as host to that body,

"Expresses i~s appreciation of this regional initiative and encourages

other regions to undertake similar studies in the light of the. .
Declaration on the Elimimtion of Discrimination against Women."

Miss GELBER (Canada) and Miss SANCHEZ-TORRES (Colombia) supported that

proposal .

. The ~HAI~ invited the representative of the Dominican Republic to

submit her draft resolution in writing to the Secretariat and said that further

consideration of draft resolution E/CN.6/L.6l2/Rev.l would be deferred until the \

following day at the request of the United Kingdom representative, in accordance. .
with rule 51 of the rules of procedure.

The meeting rose at 6 p.m.

I ..'.

t)
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The CHAIRMAN said that ·the Rapporteur would take note of the text.

Mrs z.;ANDREI (Romania), introducing her delegation is dtaftresolu'ti6p.

on UNESCO activities of special interest to women (E!CN.6/L.639Lsaid'it was

prompted by the conclusions in paragraphs 133 and 134 of the report on UNESCO

activities of special interest to women'(E/CN.6/557) concerning areas in the

application of the principle of equal access of girls and women to education~

Mrs. CURLING (Costa Rica) said tha.t the sponsors of the"draft

resolution on the establishment of regional and national centres' for the

development of identical status for men and women and their balanced

participation in the well-being of the family (E/CN.6/L.6l2/Rev.l) wished to

withdraw it, in response to the suggestion made at the 592nd meeting by the

Canadian representative in the light of her long experience. She thanked the

representative of the Dominican Republic for the solution she had' suggested at'

the 594th meeting.

She wished to place it on record that, far from feeling criticized, her

delegation had greatly appreciated the Commission's sympathetic attitUde. As

the representative of a country which, though small, had a strong'belief in the

equality of men and women, she had come to the Commission to .Lear'n..

She then read out a proposed paragraph for inclusion in the Commission's

report.

PROGRAMME OF CONCERTED INTERNATIONAL ACTION TO PROMOTE ';rHE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN
AND TO INCREASE THEIR CONTRIBUTION TO THE DEVELOPr1ENT OF THEIR COUNTRIES
(agenda item 6) (continued):

(a) FURTHER ELABORATION OF A PROG~~ OF CONCERTED INTERNATIONAL ACTION
(.£9!?:cluded) (E/CN.6/L.6l2/Rev.l)

(c) ACTIVITIES OF THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES TO PROMOTE THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN
(£9~luded) (E/CN.6/L.639)

In the absence of the Chairman, Mrs. Kolstad (Norway) , Vice-Chairman, took

. the Chair.



science and culture which, for practical reasons, i.e., financial and technical

difficulties, had been left untouched~ Girls had special ~roblems, which were

distinct from those of women, an~ she felt that greater attention should be

given to educating them so as'to inculcate a sense of civic responsibility and

an awareness of the need to devote their energies and abilities to the public

well-being and the general',interest of the nation. Higher priority should indeed
, ,

be given to the moral and civic education of all young people~ in order to

create the conditions for their participation in the social and political life

of their countries; the first step Was to make them aware of the need for such

participation.

,
J:

I
~l
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!
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Mrs. PROBST (Austria), Mrs. HISLAIRE·-GUISLAIN (Belgium),

Miss SANCHEZ-TORRES (Colomb~a), Mrs. NOOR (Indonesia) and Mrs. KOONTZ (United

States of America) said that their delegations strongly supported the draft

resolution and wished to become sponsors.

Draft resolution E/CN.6/L.639 was adopted by 29 votes to none, with

1 abstention .1/

PROGRAMME OF WORK AND ESTABLISHMENT OF PRIORITIES. CONTROL AND LIMITATION OF
DOCUMENTATION (agenda'item 4) (continued) (E/CN.6/L.635)

Mrs. SHAHANI (Philippines), referring to draft resolution E/CN.6/L.635

on agenda item '4 ~ which she had introduced at the 594th meeting, said that the

sponsors had been joined by.Colombia, Mauritania and Thailand. She also pointed

out that the'words "The Commission on the Status ~f Women," had been omitted from

the beginning of the draft resolution. She proposed that the last four words'

in paragraph, 2 should be replaced by the words lIin 1974"3 since the specialized

agencies merrtLoned , in particular FAO, had indicated that they would be able

to submit reports to the Commission in that year, when the revised report by

UNESCO on access to education for women in rural areas wa9 alSO expected to be

received.

1/ The text of the resolution adopted was subsequently circulated as
.document E/CN.?/L.652.

/ ...

"
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,
Mr~HUSSEIN (Egypt) said that her delegation also wished to join the

sponsors of the draft resolution.

!?raft resolution E/CN.6/L.635, as amended, ~l7Ls adopted unanimously.2/

PROTECTION OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN EMERGENCY AND ARMED CONFLICT IN THE STRUGGLE
FOR PEACE, SELF-DETERMINATION, NATIONAL LIBERATION AND INDEPENDENCE (agenda
item 8) (continued) (E/CN.6/561 and Add.l and 2, E/CN.6/L.642, E/CN.6/NGO/2,43)

Mrs. CHA'rER (T'unisia) drew attention to some points which hadnbt

rai sed in the Secretary-"General' s report. The problem was an urgent one , but,"

Mrs.AKRAHI (Iraq) welcomed the Secretary-General's report on the

question covered by agenda item 8 (E/CN~6/561 and Add.l and 2) and drew
I

attention to the references to the shortage of information (se~ E/CN.6/561;

paras. 5 and 50). One of the possible causes of that shortag~ of information

was that women and children were not treated aepar'abeLy from the civilian

population. Her delega~ion would support any draft re~olution calling for the

use of all ways and means of obtaining more detailed information.

Her delegation was concerned - from a humanitarian point of view, since the

political aspects were a matter for other bodies - over the conditions reported

in chapter II, especially in the Middle East where the problem was, acoritinuing., '

one owing to the determined policy of occupation and expansion pursued by the

Government concerned. Sher~ferred in particular to the statistics reported

by UNRWA (ibid. , para.' 20.). It would be u~eful if \WHO or UNRWAcouldsupply

information on the death and sickness rates resulting from those conditions.

In connexd on with paragraph 36 of the report, she said that everyindivid:ual

had the right to know the facts of his origin; historical reality should not'

be distorted.

, She welcomed the reference in,paragraph 51 to the possibility of the

Commission recommending guidelines and principles for consideration in
, .'. . .

formulating safeguards for women and children in situations ofa:tmed qon:flic't '\

or emergency and said that the excellept stUdY' by ICRC (ibid., annex)

useful in that connexion.

0,

2/ The text of the resolution adopted was subsequently circulated as
document E/CN.6/L.653.
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Mrs. SHAHANI (Philippines) said that even if the Commission was not

concerned with politics, it should,not overlook the fact that politics affected

the'cdndition of women and children, for example, in the struggle for

independence and self-determination in the developing countries. She agreed that

the Commission should concentrate on guidelines and principles for international

bodies. such as; ICRe. Such guidelines would necessarily involve other matters

besides the protection of women and children, such as legal questions relating

to national sovereignty, particularly in connexion with non:"international

conflicts such as guerilla warfare. It 8hould also be remembered that women

were not always civilians: they were often combatants involved in m~litary and

para-military operations.. All tho~e aspects should be taken into account in the
.~ • c

guidelines. She hoped that the Commission would express. its concern to the

forthcoming ICRCConference.

'Mrs.NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist· Republics) said it was clear

from all decisions of United Nations bodies which had led up to the discussion

of the item, and particularly from Econo~ic and Social Council resolution

1515 (XLVIII) entitled "Protection of women and children in emergency or

wartime, fighting for peace, national liberation and independence il
, that the

protection of. women and children in\certain situations had to be given special

desirable though it would be for the Commission to draw up the guidelines and

principles referred to in paragraph 51~ it had no time to do so at the present

session. It was therefore essential to assign a high priority to the question

at the end of the session., She agreed with the previous speaker that there was

no question of injecting politics into the Commission i s, deliberations; the

political aspect-s of the matter were being dealt with by other bodies.

In connexion with the second session of the Conference of Government Experts

on the Reaffirmation and Development of International Humanitarian Law Applicable

. in Armed C~:mflicts, to be held in May/June 1972 under the auspices of ICRC, she

stressed the need for women to t~e part in the review of the relevant

international instruments. She accordingly proposed that, if no such

arrangement had been made, the Co~ission should press for the participation of

quatified women in that Conference.
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consideration. It was stated in the concluding remarks of the Secretary-Generalis

report that information on the specific condition of women and children in

particular situations was scarce (ibid., para. 50); that was , of course, true

if the only sources drawn upon were documents of United Nations ag~ncies and

ICRC, since none of those bodies had conce~ned themselves directly with the

specific situation of women and children. Nevertheless, there was abundant

information from other sources which proved that women and children, who

constituted the majority of the civilian population,we:re the first to suffer

from bombing, occupation and so-called liberation. The Secretary-General could

have used the information provided by the press and by various conferences and

commissions set up to study the crimes committed by the United States in

Vi.et-Nam, the cruelty of certain occupational authorities to the civUian

population, including women a.ndchildren, and the situation of the women in South

Africa. who were participating in the struggle against racism and imperialism -.

The two resolutions adopted by the General Assembly on respect for human rights
. 'l

in armed conflicts (resolutions 2852' (XXVI) and 2853 (XXVI» did not

specifically mention women and children and, although the fourth Geneva Convention

relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of

~2 August 1949, contained a few provipions on the subject, those were inadequate

and did not cover all the situations envdsaged in the item on the Commission's

agenda. However, the suggestion in paragraph 17 of the report ,that children

under 15 were to be among those given priority in a system'oi safety zones

implied that they, would be separated from their mothers, which was inadm,issi,ble.
to ..... ",'\ ',_', " •

A discussion of the specific problem of the protection of women and

children could well be, conducted side by side with that of'thegeneralproblem

. of respect for human rights in armed conflicts. That was borne ou.t both by

Council resolution 1515 (XLVIII) and by the conclusions" in paragraph 51 of the

Secretary-General's report. She believed that the COIllIl1is sion should proceed to '"

prepare a declaration on the subject and that the proposalm€\.dea.tthe

594th meeting that it should draw up a set ofprin~iples f'orincol:'POraticnina

new additional protocol tP the.Geneva (Jonventions was impracticable, owing tOe
~" . '. , '.. . -.

lack of time.
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Mrs. KANE (Mauritania), introducing draft resolution E/CNo6/Lo642 on

behalf of the sponsors, said that it concerned a problem of vital importance

which had widespread implications. She \velcomed the action tio be taken at the

forthcoming ICRC-sponsored Co?ference of Government Experts to be held in

May/June 1972 at Geneva but said that it was essential for the Commission to

fulfil its responsibilities on the lines indicated in the draft resolution

recommended for adoption by the Economic and Social Council.

/ ...

Mrs. AGUAYO (Chile) stressed the need for a global approach to a

subject of such far-reaching importance. Member States were united by their

desire fo~ peace ,but at the same time all had to bear some responsibili~y,

through'sin!s of commission or omission, for the conflicts which broke out in

the world. No individual Government should be singled out for criticism, but

the Commission could not remain passive in the face of the appalling plight of

women and children in many parts of the world.
"

Mis~~HA~ENG (International I Confederation of Free Trade Unions),

speaking at the invitation of the Chairman, said that she wished to appeal to the

Commission to concern itself with the tragic situation of large numbers of girls

and women , particularly in parts of the Indian subcontinent, in the aftermath

of war-, She supported the statement by a number of non-governmental

organizations in document E/CN.6/NGO/243 , entitled "Protection of women and

children in emergency and armed conflictil,and expressed the hope that the

Commission would make an urgent appeal to all competent bodies , in particular

to UNICEF, for immediate aid and rehabilitation.

Mr~~QR (Indone~ia) said that he~ country was concerned with the

protect10~ of the entire civilian pop~ation in armed conflicts and pointed out

that the Fourth Geneva Convention contained!articles on ~he specific situation

of women and children. Nevertheless, it was a fact that the Convention was not

yet being fully implemented. In view of the need for the better application

of existing instruments, her delegation welcomed the forthcoming second session

of the lCRC Conference of Government Experts, at which special measures for the!

protection of women and children could be considered.

b &
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Mrs. ALAMI (Women I s International Democratic Federation), speaking at

the invitation of the Chairman, said that her organization was convinced of the

need to study the specific problem of the protection of women and children,

in view of the re;)orts received from its affiliates cortcerning the horrible

sUffering of women and children, especially in Indo-China. The Federation ivould

suggest that the Commission should recommend the General Assembly to prep8re a

declaration on the subject and to request the Secretary-General to take steps to

encourage Governments of Member States to assume responsibility for implementing

the existing conventions and for drawing up new instruments.' It also hoped

that the Conference of Government Experts would succeed in drafting an

additional protocol and would be ~ttended by experts on the particular problems

undGr discussion. The Federation was prepared to contribute to the work of the. .
Conference by providing information from its affiliates in all continents.

Mrs. HARELI {Observer- for Israel), speaking at the invitation of the

Chairman, said that her delegation was greatly concerned by the general

humanitarian problem of the protection of the civilian population, since the

Jewish people had endured unparalleled suffering during the Second World War.

Nevertheless, it did not believe that women and children should be singled out;

for instanc~, old and sick men were no less in need of protection. It had'

been clear from the outset that the inclusion of the item in the Commission's

agenda had been an undisguised. attempt to slander Israel and to use a

humanitarian subject;for political ends.

The over-all situation of women and children in the areas administered by

Israel was one of quiet and consbructdve development. Autonomous l'ocal .

authorities administered most sectors; the pre·-existingeducatipnal system

remained unchanged except; for the addition of further facilities ; the same

applied to social and health services; Arab students werefreeto·choosewhe.ther

they wished to attend Israeli or Arab univer-sities; an Ara7b university was being

'set up on the West Bank , and large' sums were being spent on training wO!llenaricl

on creches for their children. Since UNRWA rations were insufficient, they were'

supplemented by the Israeli authorities. The residents of th~ areaik in question '
,

were visited by ever-increasing numbers of their friends and>relatives from 'the

surrounding Arab countries.
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All those facts had been witnessed by large numbers of foreign tourists and

representatives of diplomatic missions and national organizations. Indeed,.the

President of ICRC had recently referred to the close co-operation between his

organization and the Israeli ?-uthoritie,~. An objective perusal of paragraphs 11

and 28 of the Secretary-General' s' report would show that the Commission had

singled out for adverse comment a local situation where the conditions

enumerated in the title of the item did not exist.

Mrs. TALLAWY (Egypt) said it was difficult to understand why the right

of free speech had been extended to an observer for a country 'which was denying

the enjoyment of that and other fundamental human rights to Arab populations.

~oreover, many of the statements made by that observer were unt.rue , The item

had been included in the agenda, not with a view to slandering Israel, but

because respect for human rights in armed conflicts had become one of the most

important issues .~n the Unit.ed Nations in r-ecent years; ICRC had reported in

one of its bulletins that Israel had refused to comply with the Geneva

1/ A/8413.

Conventions in respect of the occupied territories; the world press, and even the

Israeli press, reported inhuman treatment of women and children in those areas;

the latest report of the Commissioner-General of UNRWA to the General Assembly3/
. .

contained alarming reports of the demolition of shelters and other structures

in the occupied territories; as far as education was concerned, recent

resolutions of the UNESCO Executive Board expressed concern at Israel's failure

tog:rant import permits for UNRWA/UNESCO textbooks; and the 1971 $orldHealth

Assembly had adopted a resolution noting that ICRC had drawn attention to the

viOlation of.a basic human right by Israeli occupying authorities in ccnnexion

with the distribution .of' medicaments.

The Arab peoples were not responsible for th,e sufferingsof the Jews

dur-ing the Second. World War and, indeed, had opeIled·their countries to many

Jewi.sh refugees ,yet Israel was pursuing a policy of expelling Arabs from their

homes and calling upon Jews outside Israel to supplant them. Thus, the

documentation of a number of international organ~zations proved that it was Israel,

bott.ne Arab countries, that was injecting politics into a debate on

humanitarian subjects.
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Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said she was sure

that no member of the Commission would be misled by the hypocritical demag~gery

of the observer for Israel.

Mi's. AKRAWI (Iraq) said that the Commission could judge for itself the

truth of the allegation that the item had been included in the agenda with the

express purpose of slandering Israel. Furthermore, if conditions in the

occupied territories were as idyllic as those described by the observer for

Israel, why had that escaped the notice of United Nations agencies and why had

the Secretary-General seen fit to issue a report on the situation?

The meeting rose at 1 p.m.

.".
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held on Wednesday, 1 March 1972~ at 3.40 p.m.

MINUTES OF THE li'IVE HUNDRED AND l'ifINETY-SIXTH MEETING

,
\

1I1iss S.A!!C~.~:-TqRRES (Colombia) introduced draft resolution E/CN .6/L.645

on co-oper-at.Lon with intergovernmental organizations outside the United Nations

system, on behalf of its sponsors and indicated ~ number of drafting changes to

be made. in the text.

Mrs. NIKOLAEVA, (Union of Soviet Socialist .Republics ) suggested that ,the

regional intergovernmental organizations referred to in operati'\~e pata..graphs 3

and 4 should be named.

* Resumed from the 591st meeting.

Mrs. ~HA.HANI (Philippines) proposed "a number of amendments to

strengtben the draft resolution, namely: the insertion of a new paragraph after

the first preambular paragraph, reading: "~ecalling further'General Assembly

resolution 2716 (XXV) on the programme of concerted international action for the

advancement of womenil~ the redrafting of operative paragraph 3 to read:

IlExpresses the hope that other appropriate regional intergovernmental organizations

will implement to the fullest degree possible the United Nations programme of

concerted international action for the advancement of women as outlined in

General Assembly resolution 2716 (XXV) .and will be represented at future sessions

of the Commission on the. Status of Women11
; and the redrafting of operative

paragraph 4 to read: "Req~ests the Secretary-General to transmit the present

resolution to Member States and tro the secretariats of intergovernmental

organizations, including copies of the Declaration on the Elimination of

Discrimination against 'women and General Assembly reso1ution 2716 (XXV), wii:;h a.
view tc encouraging co-operation between Member states and intergovernmental

organizations outside the United Nations system--in the implementation of

programmes for the advancement of womeri."

PROGRM~ OF CONCERTED INTERNATIONAL ACTION TO PROMOTE THE ADVANCEMENT OF WO~mN

AND TO INCREASE THEIR CONTRIBUTION TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THEIR COUNTRIES
(agenda item 6) (continued): '

(d) CO~OPERATION WITH INTERGOVERm~NTAL ORGANIZATIONS OUTSIDE THE UNITED NATIONS
SYSTEM (continued)* (E/CN.6/L.645)
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The CHAIRMAN ~uggested that delegations which had proposed amendments

should consult with the sponsors of the draft resolution, in order to prepare

an agreed text.
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M!'.§...LMARIN~VITCH'(Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic) requested

that the cons i.der'atdon of the draft resolution, the text of which had only just,

been circulated, should be postponed until the next day.

It was so decided.

,
in ce1'tain.areas.

Referring to ope!'ative paragraph 2, she questioned wbether, in view of

recent developments andinpart:i.cular the work being done on the preparation of

,additionalprotocols to tlie>J..949 'Geneva Conventions, it was 'still really

~-

I is 0 •

Mrs.HUSSE;IN (Egypt) introduced draft resolution E/CN.6/L.642 on the

PROTECTION OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN EMERGENCY AND ARMED CONFLICT IN THE STRUGGLE
F'ORPEACE, .sELF-DETERMINATION ,NATIONAL LIBERATION AND INDEPENDENCE (agenda
item 8) (continued) (E/CN.6/L.642)

at the;endofopel:'ative paragraph 6.

Mrs.. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet, Socialist Republics) supported that

amendment.

,Mrs. AKRAWI (Iraq) proposed that the words n ••• or any other objective

source of fnformation found relevant by,the Secretary-General ll should be added

Miss GELBER (Canada) urged the sponsors of the draf:t resolution t,o

delete any ,specific geographical reference; there were many parts of the 'world

where'the situation of women and child~en left much to be desired and the
i>.

Com~ission should defend the interests of women all over the world and not only

,
necessary to draft', a declaration on the protectdon of women and children in

emergency and arIiLed conflict.

-1

~
1
i
'1 question covered by agenda item 8, 9n behalf of .the sponsors. She said that the

cC '

,] word ilself-:-determ.ination il in the fi!'st, preambular paragraph should be deleted

J and she proposed that a new paragraph should, be inserted between pperative

J paragraphs 3 and 4 reading: IIReqll~ the Secretary-General to transmit the views

I of theCommissiori on the Status of Women on the question of th~ protection of

J women and children in periods of armed conflict to the aforementioned Conference. 11

I
I.
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Mrs. KOONTZ (United States of America) said that, in her delegation's

view, the Commission should make it.clear that·what the draft resolution ref~rred

to was the protection of non~combatant women and children. Account should also

be taken of the distress of women and chfLdr-en jrho did not knc.r whether their

husbands, sons or fathers who had been taken prisoner were alive or dead. She

therefore proposed the following amendment.s : (a) to cl1angethe title of the

draft resolution to read flSpecial problems of non-combat.ant women and children

in emergency or war-time 1i
; (b) to change the second preambular paragraph to

read: IlNoting that the Geneva Conventions relative to the Protection of Civilian--'--'
Persons in Time of War and to the Treatment of Prisoners of War are not being fully

implemented .Ln armed conflicts and that women-and children are as a consequence

SUffering angUish because of their inability over a long periodqt~ime to
'" ,(

obtain information on such basic facts as whether their husbands,sbnsor

fatherF$ are alive or-dead , contrary to the provisions of the Geneva Convention

of 12 August 1949"; (c) to add a new preambular paragraph, reading 'J.Awafe

that if women are acting either openly or covertly ine. combatant role, they

cannot expect to be accorded special protect'i'onas non--combatan.t civilians'~;

(d) to' delete the words "the International ..Committee o.f the Red Cr06E\1, in tlle

first line of operative paragraph 4 and insert th,e words IItogether with the

International Committee of the Red Crc/ss" in the second line after the" word
<'(

"non-governmental, organizations";. (e) to insert a. new operatiyepa;ragraph6,

reading: "ReCluests the Secretary-G~neraland Governments of'Member'§tatesto

mobilize world opinion in support of women who are'suffering because, of tpe

failure of some of the parties to c(;mflict-;--;to implement the provisions of the

Geneva Convention relative totl1e .Treatmen~o:f' prisone~s 'of War'; ;(1)1;0 insert

the words "who do not take part in conflicts as bellige:t;'entsor combatants"

after the wordsPwomen and chd.Ldr-en" ~n,operativeparagraph 7 and add the word

"non-combatiant; ;r before the words"women andcl1ildren" in all the other operative.

paragraphs wh~re those words occurred.

Mrs. BRUCE (Representative of the Secretary~General), referring to the

amendment to operativ'e paragraph 6 proposeq.bytherepresenta:tive, of Iraq, said

that it would be diff~cult for the Secretary-General to determine which sources

\ of information could be regarded as "objective fl •

/')
••111,-- _- _--_ ~_•..~, __.-m \''', '.

(.y'"



E/QN.6/Min.596 ,-234-

Mrs~ NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that the

Iraqi amendment.might be altered to read: 11••• or any other objective

information f,:r.om governmental or non..governmental sources ll
•

iI '

Mrs. B:RG,CE (~epre~entative of the Secretary-General) asked the

representativeofI"f'a:q)}if, having regard to the suggestion made by the USSR

reIlresentative, she would accept the wording: 11••• and- otg,er. objective
., , , ' y ~

information received from Governm§\nts or non-governmental 'organizations in

cons~ltative st~tu~"with' the ECd~~m.ic and Social Council 11 •

"

Mrs. AKRAWI{Iraq) accepted thatsuggestioll.

", ' .....'.,

' ..

Mrs• NlImLAEVA (Union of' Soviet Socialist Republics) said that she

saw no need 'to specify in the draft resolution that it referred to lInon-combatant"

women and children, since it was Obvious,in'vieiv of the discussion on item 8,

tha~the Commission was. concerned with the lot of women and children belonging

to the civilian' population. ' The text of the draft resolution should not be
11

rendered unnecessarily cumber-some ;

l'1rs. KOONTZ (Uriiie<l States of America) .said that it had to be

recognized that in periods of emergency or armed conflict there ·were women and
\

,children who, in one way or another, took part in the fighting. Several

delegations hadpointedbui that a distinction should be made between such

persons and-true civilians.

Mrs. NAHAS (Egypt) said that the title of the draft resolution was

that ot agenda item 8; it was therefore too late to alter it. The adoption of

the.: title. proposed by the United States -r-epreaerrtatdve would, moreover, tend. to

make the question a political issue.

Mrs .AIqlA1-TT (Iraq) said that the study by ICRC included Ln the report

by the Eecretary-.General (see E/CN.6/56l,annex) clearly indicated that the

question involved was that of protecting the non-combatant civil population.

There was IJ,o need, therefore, so to specify in the draft resolution.

Mrs. ,IUKOLAEVA (Uuionof Soviet Socialist Republics) said that there

was a contradiction in the amendrilents submitted by the United States

representative. The latter wished on the one hand to stress that protection was
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accorded only to persons who were not engaged in military activities, yet on

the other, she proposed to refer to prisoners of war. The Commission did not

have to concern itself with prisoners of war.

Mrs. KOONTZ (United States of America) said that what she wished to
"stress was the suffering of women and children whose husbands, sons or fathers

were prisoners of war. That was surely 'a problem of direct concern to women

and children. It was mentioned in one of the 1949 Geneva Conventions, and

attention should be drawn to it, since the provisions of those Conventions

were not being applied.

Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt) said there was no doubt that the Fourth Geneva

Convention applied to nOh-combatants. She therefore hoped that the United

States representative would withdraw her proposal to add the words "non-combatant tl

in various paragraphs of the draft resolution. She also asked the United States

representative not to press her proposal to add a new paragraph ,6 dealing with

prisoners of war. The resolution should be as concise as possible.

With regard to the Canadian proposal not to refer to any particular area

in the last preambular paragraph, she pointed out that the report by the

Secretary-General had given the Commission very comprehensive information on

the Middle East. It was logical, therefore, for the Commission a,t its present

session to deal specially 'with women and children who were suffering as a

result of the armed conflict in the Middle East. At a future session, the

Commission might concern itself with another region.

Mrs. MARINKEVITCH (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic) said that

the diEcussion of agenda item 8 was concerned only with the civil population

and it was obvious that it was to non-combatants that the draft resolution

referred. The position of prisoners of war had nothing whatsoever to dQ with the

item under discussion. The amendments proposed by the re~resentative of the

United States were therefore unacceptable.

Mrs. KOONTZ (United States of America) explained that the amendment

to move the reference to ICRC in operative paragraph 4 was intended clear~y to

indicate ICRC's independence. The wording relating to non-combatant women'would

I. " .
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.~;1 be useful ~ because, as she had previously merrti.onedz, there was no assurance that
".

,in the event of a conflict, civilians would~ecessarilybe non-combatant.

Mrs. MARTE de ~RIOS (DominicanR~public) supported the Canadian

proposal to omit any ~eference in the last preambular paragraph to any_:i

particular area.

Mrs. BOKOR (Hungary) urged the United States delegation not to

. introduce into the draft resolution all. issue that was not on the agenda by adding

a paragraph relating to prisoners of war, but rather to concentrate on the

protection of the civil population, which was precisely the matter which was to

be taken up by the ICRC Conference of Government Experts.

Mrs. SIPlLA (Finland) said that, by referring only to one area where

children were being deprived of the basic necessities of life~ the Commission

appeared to be showing a lack of interest in other areas in which children were

also sUffering, particularly in Asia, where recent events had wrecked the lives

of a very large civil population. Consequently~ she proposed that the last

preambular paragraph should be deleted~ to keep the draft resolution in general

terms.

Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt) suggested to the United states delegation that

non-combatant women and children should be mentioned only in the third

preambular paragraph.

The CHAIRNUUJ proposed that the meeting should be suspended to enable

the sponsors of the draft resolution to reach agreement with the sponsors of

amendments on a compromise text.

The meeting was suspended at 5.10 p.m. and resumed at 5;55 p.m.

lftrs.HUSSEIN (Egypt) read out some changes which had been made in draft

resolution E/CN.6/L.642. The sponsors had agreed to place ·the reference to ICRC

in llew operative paragraph 5 and they proposed the following text for the last

preambular paragraph: "~ealizing that children are suffering from the lack of

basic needs of life in many areas of the world, especiall,y in those areas

referred to in the report by the Secretary-General (E/CN.6/56l and Add.2), namely

the Middle East and Africa." She drew attention to the fact that the reference

to occupied territories was now deleted.

/ ...

~-
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Mrs. KOONTZ (United States of America) read out a new wording which

she proposed for the second preambular paragraph):..I "Noting that the Geneva

Convention!? relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War and

to the Treatment of Prisoners of War of 12 August 1949 are not ••. ", She also

proposed that there should be inserted" after the third preambular paragraph~

a new paragraph l:eading,: "Aware of the psychological effects suffered by women

and children as a result of the iack of information as to the' fate of their

relatives who are victims of armed conflict.'" Lastly, she proposed the addition,
, , '

at the end of the preamble, of a new paragraph re,ading: "Aware that if women

are acting openly or covertly ill a combatant role , they cannot expect to be

accorded the special protection as non-combatG.nt civilians. 1l In the view: of

her delegation, the question of women as members of the 'noIl"':combataIlt civil"
;1:;d

population. had not been examined thoroughly enough for there to bello need to

draw a ,distinction be tween combatant and non-combatant women.

~~s. SIPILA (Finland), referring to the new wording 'for the last

preambular paragraph as read out by the nepreserrbatdveof Eg:"pt, :proposed that

the word "especially" should be replaced by the word ilincluding ll
•

Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt) accepted that amendment.

Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that, if

reference was to be made to territories where children lacked the basic needs

of life, all such territories should be mentioned,_ including Indo-China.

Othe rwi se , a general formula such as that proposed by the Canadian delegation

should'be used.

Mrs. AKRAWI (Ira~) proposed that the phrase in the last preambular

paragraph under discussi.on should read " ... , including the Middle East and Africa

and any other area of the world for which ,relevant data are available" •
..

Mrs. SIPILA (Finland), noting 'th~t, in his report the Secretary-

General referred to the plight of those persons, the majority of whom were 'women
" . .'. , .. 'l.

and children, who, owing to the recent hostilities on the Indian SUbcontinent

and also to the cyclone that had hit the area some months before (see

E/CN.6/561/Add.2) , had had to leave their homes, proposed -that Asia should be

added to the areas mentioned.

1/ The United States amendments to draft resolution E/CN.6/L.642 were
circulated later under the symbol E/CN.6/L.651.

/ ...
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Miss GELBER (Canada), suggested that the Commission shoul~ adopt

the following formula: li ••• , including those mentioned in the two reports of

the Secretary-General (E/CN.6/561 and E/cN.6/561/Add.2)i1.

Miss S~NCHEZ~TORRES (Colombia) supported the formula proposed by the

Oanadfan delegation, which had the advantage of providing for situations that

might arise in the future.

Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt) accepted the Finnish 'delegation's proposal to

add a reference io Asia;and said that she had no objection to the inclusion

of a reference also to the two reports of tp~ Secretary-General.

Mrs,. BOKOR (Huhgary) asked the United States delegation not to make,

in itsameIidments, a distinction between women who were participating

"open;Ly §r.lcovertly" in combat, since such a distinction might have the effect

of depriving ~a person of the protection,'to which he would normally be
I ,

entitled. There was , moreover, in the Geneva Conventions , a very clear

formul~to designate combatants. I

Mrs. 'KOONTZ (United States of .America) agreed to the deletion of the

words ilopenly or covertlyil.

Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that, in

her view, the paragraph proposed by the United States concerning 'women who
I

lacked information as to the fate of their relatives who were victims of armed

conflict was unacceptable, since it was clearly a reference to those who,

in Viet~N~, were slaughtering women and children, and it was precisely the

latter that the draft resolution aimed to protect.

Mrs. KOONTZ (United States of America) said it was a well-known fact

that the victims o,f an armed conflict were just as likely to be civilians who

happened to be in the area, as military personnel.
\, . .

The CHAIRMAN sa~d that she proposed to adjourn the debate until the

following day, when the Commissionwo~ldhave before it the revised version of

draft resolutionE/CN.6/L.642.

The meeting rose at 6.35 p.m.

I . . .
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MIl~TES OF THE FIVE HUNDRED ANDNINETY-SKvENTH MEETING

held on Thursday~ 2 Maroh 1972, at 10.30 a.m.

PROTECTION OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN EMERGENCY AND ARMED CONFLICT IN THE STRUGQLE
FOR PEACE, SELF-DETERMINATION, NATIONALLTI3ERATION AND INDEPENDENCE (agEmda
item 8) (oonoluded) (E/CN.6/L.642/Rev.l, E/CN.6/L.651)

Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt)', introducing the.revised text of the draft

resolution relating to agenda, item 8 (E/CN.6/L.642/Rev.l) ,on behalf. Of. the

. sponsors ~ .said that, for the s$eof iCompJ,.ete accuracy~, thE;iword· i1$elf~;;.·

determination') should ):~e deleted from the first preambular paretgraph,since it

had not appeared in Commission resolution 4 (XXII), but· had been intrOduced

into the text submitted to the Economic and Social Council. In operative

paragraph '5, the reference to ICRC should be transferred to the last part pfth,e

paragraph , the wordsiitogether with ICRCiibeing inserted after the words "support

to tihem", The sponsors had taken into account a number of points made•during

the debate and had amended the seventh preambular pa.ragraphsoas to ensure a

general approach to the question and, at the same time, to avoid ~a.glleness.

The problems were now placed in their geographical context, but there was no

condemnation ofal'I}Y Government. They had also added an eif:hth ;preambular

"paragraph stressing seme aspects of the SUffering of women in, war-tiIlle

situations.

Finally, she appealed to ,the United States representative not to press the

first two of her proposed amendments (see E!CN.6/L.651, paras. land 2)~ since

. the treatment of prisoners of Vlar was not in the title of the draft resolution

and, even if it were decided that it camemthin the Commission's sphere of

competence~ it should be dealt with in a separate draft resolution. "Finally,

the third'United States amendment seemed to be superfluous~ sinc;etheithi:r:d

preambular paragraph specifically referred to bhe fate of women and children of

the civil population.

Mrs. KOONTZ (United States cif America) said that the required
\

pro'cection went much further than fhe protection of t.he physical .person ; the
t

rights of women and. ch.iLdr-en , as well as their psychological well-being, should
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also be taken into account. Her delegation did not wish to withdraw any of its

'amendments ~ boeing convinced that women were not entitled to special protection
"-

when they were acting in a combatant role. With regard to operative paragraph 5,

she suggested that, the words "the International Committee of the Red Cross ll
\ '," . . .' . ,- , . ' .,

shoUld be deleted from 'the first li'ne ancl thatthewordsllrequests these bodies

~d the International Committee of' the Red Cr6ss" should be inserted before

the words "to developli in the fourth line.

Mrs. BRUCE (Representative of the Secretary-General) asked the sponsors

whether they would agree to change the words "any other objective information

from li in operative paragraph 7 to "any other information furnished 'by", in

brder to avoid difficulties for the Secretary-G~neral.

MrS. HUSSEIN (Egypt) acce~ted that amendment and the change suggested

by the United states representative in operative, paragraph 5.'

MrS. MAClIADO,iBONET (Uruguay) Proposed that all references to specific

areas shoul'dbedeleted from the draft resolution; that would affect the sixth

and seventh -preambu.Iar; ,paragraphs, on which she requested a .separate vote.
, , .. ....

I-t.wotildbe Irlost undesirable to refer to the protection of women and children

in some areas and not in others , particularly since the Secretary-General stated
••_. c. ", . . '" '... •

inhis.report.(E!CN.6/561) that information on the subject was scarce. The

CoIIlIfiission shouldhav'e the moral strength to condemn ill-treatment of women

and children wherever it occurred. She a.Lso isuppor-t.ed the third United States

amendment; it must be specified that the women and children involved were

cbrilians, since otherwise women and children engaging in terrorist activities

might be able to claim protection.

M!'s. MARI1~VITCH (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic) pointed out

that the Commission was not competent to decide tzho was a combatant and who was

not , for that complex legal question was being studied by experts. Adopt.Lon of

the United States amendment would enable aggressors arbitrarily to include

women and children among combatants and to invoke self-defence as a pretext for

ill-treatment.

f

''<l..
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Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Unaon of Soviet Socil:tlistRepublics.) said it, was

perfectly clear from the draft resolution that the persons involved were women'
. ,

and children of the civilian population.

Miss CHATON (France) proposed that 'the following phrase should be

added at the end of operative paragraph 3: "and expresses the wish that among

the government experts participating in the Conference which ICRCwillconvene

at Geneva in May 1972, the Governments of, Member States will appoint women who

are mak~ng a fundamental contribution to the development of humanitaria~law~

for the protection of women and children ii
• The reason for her' proposal was that,

of the 178 participants in the first session of the Conference of Government

Experts. in March 1971, only 7 had been women.

She could not support'tlie United States amendments, because the first two

were not' germane to the subject under ·discussion and the· third-raised the
. ,

difficult problem of defining a combatant role.

Mrs. Al~DREI (Romania) said that she too could not support the United

States amendments, since the Commission's terms of reference in the matter did­

not include treatment of prisoners of war, the psychological effects of the

results of armed conflicts on women and ,children outside the areas of combat or

the cefinition of 'la combatant rof,e ".

She suggested that the role of ICRC woUld be'more accurately described in
. .

operative paragraph 3by deleting ilICRCiI from the first line and inserting

"convened by ICRC" after liConference of Government Experts" and replacing th~

words "development of' humanitarian laws il in the fourthlinehy ildevelopmen.t of

international humanitarian law applicable ~n armed conflictsl?

Mrs.HUSSEIN (Egypt) accepted the French .amezidmerrt-, but said she~ould

~ not agree to the Uruguayan representative's suggestions. The references to

specific areas were made, in connexion with a Special Committee of the United'

Nations and with a report by the Secretary-General which had been requested by

the Commission itself; it would be discriminatory to omit all reference to the

Special Committee and to the report.
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,Mrs~' NAHAS (Egypt) accepted the Romanian amendments and said that her

delegation would vote against the United States amendments.

She moved' the closure of 'the debate.

The motion was carried·by21.vo~~s to none. with 6 abstentions.

Mrs: i:rISLAIRE-GUISLAIN (Belgium) asked for a separate vote ori the last

~hrase of operative paragraph 2: "and, if neces~ary, to draft a declaration

on the sUbjectll~,

At the request of the representative of the United States of America,

theChai:rinanput dt'aft resolution E/CN.6/L.642!Rev.l to thy vote paragraph by

,paragraph.

The first preambular paragraph was adopted. by 25 votes to non~, with

3, abstentions •.
--=~=~.;..

The United States amendment to the second preambular paragraph (E/CN.6/L.65l,

para..:, 1) was rejected ..by .12' votes to 4, with 11 abstentions.

Thes~condpr~ambularparagraph was adopted by 26 votes to none, with

2 abstentions •....--....-'~-.-.-:,';

,',.

The. fourth preambular paragraph was adopted by 24 votes to 1, ,with

/ ...

·The Seventh preambular paragraph was adopted by 15 votes to 2, \Vith

12_abstentions. . .

'A1,

with

The fifth preambular paragraph wasa~opted u~animously.

The sixth pre~bularparagraphwas adopted by 17 votes to 4,

8 abstentions.

4 abstentions.

The thirdpreambular paragraph was adopted unanimously.

,The United Stat.es· .amendment to insert a new preambular paragraRh after the

thirdp:eambularparagraph (E/CN.6/L.651, para. 2) was rejected by 11 votes to 6,

with 12 abstentions •

. The United States amendment to insert ;a new preambular paragraph before

, theeighthpreambularparagraph (E/CN.6/L.651,para. 3).was rejected by

13 votes to 7, with 9 abstentions.

Tp~ eighth preamb~ar paragraph ,was adopted unanimously.

,Operative paragraph 1 was adopted unanimously.



1/ The text of the resolution adopted was subsequently circulated 'as
document E/CN.6/L.657.

The ~ast phrase o~_operative paragraph 2 was adop~~b~~O votes to 6,

with 3 abstentionS.
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Mrs. SHAHANI (Philippines) said that her delegation had y-ote,d in

favcur of the resolution but was not entirely satisfied with, the way-in which,

it t~eated the subject. Neither the resolution nor the Secretary-Generalis

report fully reflected, the importance and complexity. of the situation. Many

experts considered that the Hague and Geneva Conventions were outdated and that

Operative paragraph 2 as a whole was adopted by 21 votes'tc 4, ,with

4 abstentions .

.Q.E.~~ati,:~ paragraph 3 was adopted unanimously •

.Q~~rative paragraph 4 was adopted unanimously.

Oppera~ive paragra~h 5 was adopted by 26 votes to none, with 3 abstentions •

Op~ative p~ragraph..B..was ~dopted by 24. votes to 1, with 4 abstentions.

0:eerative par~graph7 was adopted by 23 votes to 3 , with 3 abst.entions.

Operative paragraph 8 was. adopted by 22 votes to 3, with 4 abstentions.
" I

Draft resolution E/CN.6/L.642/Rev.l as a whole, as amended, was adopted

P"y 18~es to' none, with 11 abst€:ntions .1/

MissEDELSTEIN (Canada) said that she had voted in favour of the

resolution asa whole because, although it did not fully represent .tb,e strong

.moral statement that her delegation would have wished. for, it did represent

some measure of progress. She had supported the first tw~ United States

amendments, interpreting them as'being of a purely humanitarian char~cter and.

not as applying to particular areas of the world, but had abstained. on the third
, -

United States amendment since the meaning of "combatant r-o.Le" .was not .e~tirely

clear. She had abstained on the seventh preambular paragraph, because, although

she had no objection to its substance, she would have preferred a~br'oa~generl:Ll

statement. She had reservations concerning the wording of the last two operative

paragraphs and, in particular ,had doubts on the advisability o~tthe 'Commission

discussing the subject every two years, in view of the numerouS other items

on its agenda.

.J

,~ , .....:...... ~.";
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the rules of conventional warfare were not appropriate for nuclear warfare,

urbanand.rural guerilla warfare, or for the new intensive and sophisticated

"weapons of war. A clearer distinction should be drawn between international and

non-international conflicts.', ICRC had not even rr;ached agreement on national

armed conflicts and whether the rules of war should e~tend to guerilla warfare,

or on thequestioh 1'1'ho were civilians and who were combatants. Her delegation

therefore hoped that in future discussions the Commission would consider the

subject more. in terms of general principles than of specific cases. She hoped

that her comments would, be taken into account in the Commission's report.

Mrs• KOLSTAD (Norway) said that she' had voted in favour of the

resolution as a;whole solely on humanitarian grounds. For the same reason, she

had voted ,for the United States' amendments as being applicable to armed conflict

in general"andnot. to particular conflicts in' any part of 'the world.

Mrs. KOONTZ (United States of America) said that she had'voted

against operative paragraphs' 2 and 6 in view of :tiheir financial implications,

With regard to her delegation's amendments, she felt that iihe debate on

them'ha'dat least indicated an interest in exploring the issues they raised.
. '

She hoped that the COInmission would ;recognizethe need to change the title of

agenda item 8 b~cauSe it was outdated and its scope should be extended to cover
,

those exposed tQsuf~erings which were the by-:-products of emergencies and wars.

."

"

Mrs. ZAEFFERER de GOYENECHE (Argentina) said that she had abstained
,

from voting on the resolution as a whole because of her opposition to the

sixth and seventh preambular paragraphs on the ground that regions or places

should not be singled out for special attention. Her delegation had supported

the third. United States am.endm~nt,because it concerned a new situation which

Olight <tob'e taken Irrto account. It had "al:1lo supported operative paragraphs 5,

6 and 7 on humanitarian. grounds, despite their financial impli\~ations.

(
"

Miss CHATON (France) said she ha~abstained in the vote on the..
resolution as a whole, because she did ,not consider the subject appropriate to

the Commission and because· her delegation had voted against some of the
t" . .. ',' . ,

resolutions mentioned in it. Economic and Social Council resolution 1515 (XLVIII.),

t.J"

I 0 0 Cl

",- -......~..;;+:
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in particular, referred to the draftirig of a declaration which her ,delegation

co~sidered unnecessary in view of the very precise provisions contained. in the

Geneva Conventions. Moreover, her delegation believed thatth~ Commission

should deal with the problem in its 'Universal aspects andnot((~n relation to

particular cases of the t.ype mentioned in operative paragr~phs7 and 8, which
~;'">; , .: :' -, '.' "" '," ,,\j

were the responsibility of other ~odies. Her delegation had also been.' ' '- '.-. ",-,-- , ,,', ',' ,\ "\

concerned about the financial implications ofsolile of the paragraphs. Ithad

not voted against the draft resolut'ion, in view of its'humanitarian aspec.t s.,

Mr.ELLISON (United Kingdom) said that, not having participated 'in

the debate because .it considered the subject inappropriate for the Commission,
" ' , . . , ,,'. '} ,"

his delegation had been unable to express its conoern at the plight of_the,.' " ", ...... '....,'.,

persons mentioned in the Secretary-General'sreport. His delegation had~v~ted

in favour of the United States amendments, which would have broadened the Ei,COpe

of the draft resolutim{ and rf}duced the degree towhich
c

it applied' to particular

situations. It had voted against the preambularparagraphs;'referring .to

specific areas and countries. It had voted against operative paragraph 2.

because, for the reasons expressed by other representatives ,the United "Kingdom

Gover-nment was opposed to the idea of a separate declaration. It had' abstain,ed
,
on paragraphs 5 and 6. It had.voted against paragraphs 7 and 8. because they

incorporated the unacceptable propositi?!! that participants inind;vidual'

armed conflicts should be given different treatment according to,(:the perceived

justice of their cause. In his Government's view, all victims of armed c.onflict

should receive the same treatment. Protection of the victims of armed. conflict

should be based on Objective, notsubjecti;.f§·~criteria. Ri'i"delegation had
~

abstained on tUe resolution as a whole.

Mrs. CURLING (Costa,Ri9a) saidthat her delegation had abstained on

the resolution as a Whole, because it didnot'agree with the mention of

specific areas and because it did not consider the subject an apprbp:riate one

for the Commission.

Mrs. HISLAIRE-GUISLAIN (Belgium) saidth~t her delegation attached

.great importance to humanitarian principles; i.t had therefore voted for all" the

. paragraphs which reflected the humanitarian aspect of the sUbject and abstained

I.
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on the paragraphs that did not. Because of certain paragraphs which were not in

keeping with a general and non-political approach to the problem, her delegation

had' abstained on the resolution as a whole.

Mrs. PROBST. (Austria) said that~ as representative of a neutral

country~ she had abstained on the resolution. Her delegation fully sympathized

with the victims of emergencies and wars but could not accept the political

aspects of the resolution.

~~s. HUVAl~A~IDANA (Thailand) said thet she had, abstained on the

resolution because she believed that~ if women wanted complete equalit~ wi~h

men, they should be prepared to suffer equally with men as part of the

civilian population.

PROGRAMME OF 'CONCERTED INTERNATIONAL ACTION TO ,PROMOTE THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN
AND TO INCREASETEEIR CONTRIBUTION TO TEE DEVELOPMENT OF THEIR COUNTRIES
(agenda item 6) (concluded):

(d) CO-OPERATION WITH INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS OUTSIDE THE UNITED
NATIONS SYSTEM (concluded) (E/CN.6/L.645/Rev.l)

Miss SP.NCHEZ--TORRES (Colombia) ~introducing the revised ,draft

resolution rela.tfng to agenda item 6 Ca) (E/CN.6/Lo645/Rev.l)~ which ~ncluded the

amendments sUbrrdt'ceq by the Philippine representatIve at the 596th meeting,

said that the word "usefu'L" should be inserted in the third preamblilar paragraph

before,)the'word "repor-t." and that the words liof Women!! should be' inserted in
~ /!

the 'first line in. operative paragraph 1 after the word llCommissionil •

','..,"\
1;;".

f'

;;':~.:~;1~~;.··::,;,·{~·,·-;:,:--;~:;.,~~\:~L;:-.~~-·~ _.-
,,;

;',L';

Mrs...YlARINKEVrnCH (Byeld:t;ussian Soviet Socialist Republi~) asked whether
~;_~; <- _ __ " ".:: _ ,,)f~;_.'.~<, "--J;._~r'. -.~-_ - _: _, ,.' ',' _ _ '" ._- '

<the CqmmJ.ssionwa~ entitled"tio taketh~ action proposed inoperative

paragraph 1. , She knew of no; precedent for submitting questions to an
.~:_:';:,_,:._>:_:_-_,_,,>~~:.l-<,,:,_'.>~,\. .<.7. ',. ,.-'<. :',."," '.,.--,:,~ "1>.,' ,.'~

organ~zationwhich Was I10t in',consultati3ye status with the Economic and Social
·c()Jh~1:c." ."~ '.;10, , "'~', .

. '. ",'D: ',. "0 J "'<
t:- or "," ~.. , ;'::;',. r~ ~

.~s.BRUCE (Repres~ntative of the Secre,tary-Generalr~ replying to the

,oDrepresenta~ive~f'tlleB~elorussia~. ;oviet socf~list Republic, saift ' that the

, c'o~issi'Q#:wa~'U1ri~tei' of :itsowr{ c~cfur~·,·ariathat~ generally'~pealdng,~was

'?o~>·'b~4habY""ip~edec1eri-e. InthJ·d~i-~~'entcase,~ith~in"£tatioIl'mighth~ve to be' '
"'..::::,:.;>.:'~.:,:,..:,.:<..,':. ~.':: i:·>,.. :": ::::, ":"_ ..,"",:':~.-. '»,,':,,: '" :;",:;: ':::" /;;, ..". ,,;·i.:;, ',''.~','. :<',:;~,.<':"; ': :'''.' ,::, ":, ,',:,.:- :, .. ',; .,:-' .;. ,.,·:<::-t.:, ":"':,:": .;.::.,""'~<),' ' ' •

, ,', 'tr~S1n~ttedthrougn~he Economic" and ' Soc~al ':CoUnciL
c:i'
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Mrs. NIKOJ.JAEVA (Union of Soviet· Socialist Republics) inquired what

organizations were implied by the words "other appropriate regional

intergovernmental organizations" in operative paragraph 3 and suggested that

~. they should be named.

Mrs. SHAHANI (Philippines) thought that the inclusion of the names

of organizations would make the draft resolution 'unduly long and would lead

to complications. It was merely a question of appealing for co-operation by

appropriate oTganizations in the regions.

Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of' Soviet Socialist Republics)~ speaking in

explanation of her vote, said that she had,no objection to the substance of'

the resolution just adopted, but slle,c:onsidered. that the procedure proposed' in

operative paragraphs land 3 was incdrrect.

. , ,

PROGRAMME OF WORK AND ESTABLISHMENT OFPRIORITIES~ . "CONTROL AND LIMITATIONOE
DOCUMENTATlpN (agerldaitem4 l(continued)* (E/CN'.6/L.650)

Mrs .. SIPILA (Finland) int:roduced'draft·.resoluti6nE/c~.'6/n~·650
'i: '. _ _ _ ", ,_ , ' ___ _ _ ",", _ , _',' . -' " " _,', - ~_._-' ~". -:', '_ I-c, '.- <", ',: : , ' ,_ , lJ.',' :,,:,' :', , ":

the implementation 'otthe.prbgramme ·6'fwdrR; In. viewof.the'increasedq',burden
. - »r: ,- -' ,." -, .. ,',' . " , .'. ". "< '. '.-",: " . -:', " .-" ..-':" "
ofworkthati)th~ .CdinInis3ion'"was placing on· the,secretarl.a.ts/iriV:o:lved jr

"', .- , . ". -'. ',.:. ,< ", .' \:',"- .

,.,'", ,.~;,_,.:.;-, ,.,' , . ',: ..,,,-. __ ~ -, '-"'-'" .' ,,-,,_,.,.' _ ,''''''", ". '.. ",-' _'<-,':':~':"" ,":","':"-'"-,,,6; "",.:,~":

onlyreaS9pableTto,ask .that,adequate .'sta.i'f',shou:ld,be.made',13.va.:i1ab t e' t p>,: >
'" , , , :,,-"j'" , :, " ,"-1' o " .
impleme~t';pr()gr$lIIle.sj '0

*
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~~s. MARTE de BARRIOS (Dominican Republic) said that she wished to

join the~onsors of the draft resolution.

Draft ;resolution E/CN.6/L.650 was adopted unanimouSly.3/

Report of the Working Group (E/CN.6/L.646)

Mrs. ~I (Philippines)~ Chairman of the Working Group established

by the; Commission at its 580th meeting~ introduced the Group~s repor~ and

the draft programme of wo~k (E/CN.6/L.646).

Mrs. HUSSEIN (Egypt) asked whether projects 'resulting from the

decisions taken at the present meeting would be included in the programme.

,"' .,
of

r >~,l

Mrs. BRUCE (Representative of the Secretary-General) said that the

only item concerned was agenda item 8. A project relating to that item would

be included~ in view of the last operative paragraph of resolution

E/CN.6/L.642/Rev.l~which the Commission had just adopted on the protection

women and children in emergency or war-time; fighting for peace~ self­

determination~ national liberation and independence.

Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) considered that

that project should be given first priority.

Mrs. KOONTZ (United States of America) proposed that the following

~'u.btitlE:! should, be given to the project referred to in paragraph 8 of the

resolution: "Special problems of women and, children in emergency or war-time".

Mrs. BRUCE (Representative of the Secretary-General) pointed out that

'that proposal really concerned the wording of the Commission's agenda, which was
: -' " " - , - "'. ' ..'

a separate issue to be 51ecided at the twentY-fifth sesSiQI)..

atThe'm.eeting

Mrs_,< .KOONTZ (United,Stl3.tes ,ofAme:r~ca),said that she woulQ; not pJ;'ess

n'hel'<,proPOSal~Qllthe'understanding that the, COmmissiOllwollldnot .decide .atthe,

O'twe~tY-'fiftl1,Sessio~)thata SUb~itlElCOUld n,Otbeadded;to the item. ..... . ",

. . The report of the W6rkin~ Group {E/CN.6/L.646fwasadoPtedun=4;~ouSiY.'
'd'C<cP':(!

""-",,'

R;f'.,

'-',i

.'. .", ""'.,..... . .

~··-~-=~_·:,:~·3/b~e text "o0 f the 'resolution
" .,dbcume~t'\E/CN. 6/~. 656.
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I~

MINUTES OF THE FIVE HUNDRED AND NINETY-EIGHTH (CLOSING) ~mETING

held on Friday, 3 March 1972, at 3.30 p .m,

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WO~~N TO THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL
ON ITS TWENTY-FOURTH SESSION (agenda item 9) (E/CN.6/L.614 and Add.1-9)

Miss SANCHEZ-TORRES (Colombia), Rapporteur, presented the 'draft report

of the Commission on the Status of Women to the Economic and $ocial Council on

its twenty-fourth session (E/CN.6/L.614 and Add.1-9) and said that a number of

amendments to the text had already been proposed; she had accepted them and

they would be read out to the Commission during its consideration of the report.

Or15anization of the session (E/.9N.6/L.614)

Chapter I (E/CN.6/L.614) was adopted.

Im lementation of international instruments and national standards relating to
the status of women (E/CN.6/L.61 /Add.l)

,

Mrs. l\lAHON (Secretary of the Commission) read out the amendments

accepted. by the Rapporteur. In paragraph 13" the words "Ref'ez'ence was also made

to" at the beginning of the third sentence should be replaced 'b~{. the words

"Widespread criticism was directed at"; the words, "as at November 197111 should

be inserted after the words ~ltha.treportH in the ~ourth sentence; at the end

of that sentence, the words "and only' one woman at the D-l Leve'L" should be

added; and the following sentence should be added at 'the end of the paragraph:

"In thisconnexion, it was further noted. that women should urge their'Govermnents

not only to appoint mor~ women to the General Assembly but' to consider 'them :f'~r"
. assignments that represent a'b~~ad cross-se'ctionof GeneralASS~mbly'"act~v:lties'''

, ' - - , -" ' , _.', ' - , ". ' ' : ~, '" ' - ..""

The last. sentence of paragraph 22 ShOl,ud be re,drafted to re~d: "It' was also

said that' the prin.ciple of equit~b.1.e geographicl3.l'd~str:i.butibnshould be observea; .
. _,," "_..,, ,,' , _ , ' ,'"",, _" "-,, '.' ':" ",,;' _",," i .' .; . .. _:" .: ..'.... _ ". _~ _ """" _ _~"_ l,~._:'

along with the right 'of individual's persoriallyto a.pplY.:~ 'i • The reference, to

"Belgi'Um,i; in'parag;aph"'39 shollldbe 'd.eleted. Inparagrap:h49, the.,word~'·"arid,
others qriest~p~edWheiher'aconverition .we;~rieededo~:a.eXi.rableh:sh6uldCbe 'add~'d:'

. , - : -" ' ":~ _... ,-" ,"~'- - ,," "" : - ,".'.: ,. " "- "" . ~ , ':. ' '::

to the secondsEmtence 'and the words
~ - ,,- - --' ' , ", .

the report" to

Chapter I (E/CN. 61L.614/Add.l),~.
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Mrs. NAHQ! (Secretary of the CommissiorJ said there was a proposal that

the words "daughters and sons aiikeil in the English text of paragraph 6 should be

replaced by the words "sons as well as daughters".

Doc,ument E/CN.6/L,.6l4/Add.2 .was adopted.

The role of women in the family (E/CN.6/L.6l4/Add.3)

Control and limitation of
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,\1

.~J'"',",:I Prograrinne of work and establishment 0:1: priorities.
~ documentation (E/CN.6/L.6l4/Add.2)"

1
:1'
!

I
',I

I

Miss SANCHEZ-TORRES (Colombia), Rapporteur ~ accepted that amendment.

Document E/CN.6/L.614/Add.3.as amended, was adopted.

The role of ,vo.f!1en in the family (E/CN.6/L.6l4/Add.4) .

Mrs.NAHON (Secretary of the Commission) said that the Rapporteur had

accepted an amendment to redraft the beginning of the penultimate sentence of

paragraph 3 as follows: "Through's.uch legal" practices as a newspaper notice, it

was conmoii to find a wife ... 11.

. \~

(J

Document ~/cN.6/L.6l4/Add.4, as amend~d,wasadopted.

Programme of concerted 'international action to promote the advancement of women
and to increase their contribution to the development of their countries
(E/CN.6/L.6l4/Add.,5 )

Mrs.' NAHO~ (Secretary of the Commission) read out the amendments

accept~abytheRap:porteur: in paragraph 8, the words "and in, formulating relevant

projects" sh9U1dbe added to the penultimate sentence, and the following new

sentencesllbuld'beaddedto part:l,g'raph 12: '.liThe 'absenCe of rep~esentatives from

spec'ializeCi ,a.gellciessu~has FAO and WHO and of that of UNICEF during this session
° ":'" ,',' ," 0_., , ':", , 0 , ,1.,,' ,:' ',_:- ,~ ': "~,' .: , _

Of'theColIll1Lission,,'; which ;was concerned'specifically with the problems of women.

,was' not~dby"several',representativest!: ..,
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.and~dupl,icate the tasks of other organi21ations.~ In

\

liSoIlle members of the Commission believed that

. ,
representatives, on the contrary"regional com.missions- , - ,: - ~,.. -.' -: . - . '., :

the work .of e2!:istin~pnite-c;'l 'Nations' 'BUt

last sentence of the paragraph:

the creation of regional intergovernmental women's organizations depended

initiative of the regions themselves. rr Thethirdamer).dnJ.ent was to replace . the

whole of paragraph 14 ofddc~ent E/CN.6/L.6l4/Add.5 i~ thef'pl19wing tex-t~
"In the course of the discussion, despite some divergent views, tne

need for a greater eo ....ordination ofactbrities·'relatingto.womenat the
(': ,,'

regional level, as referred to in the Sec:retary-General'lS

expre'ssed. In the view, of some representatiyes,nowe-y-er,

would be, an obstacle between. the United Nations and
"~.' " -', '. ". -,' . _. : . " , -, - ," - '. '

Mi~s SANCHEZ-TORRES (Colombia), Rapporteur, thought that a text could

be prepared combining the amendments of Egypt and France .

Miss SANCHEZ-:TORRES (Colombia)., Rapporteur, accepted that text and

proposed that' it should be included in tIle report.

It w~o deciC!..ed.

Mr~ NAHON (Secretary of the Commission) 're'ad out three amendments that

had been proposed to paragraph 14. The first was to insert the following sentence

after the third sentence of the paragraph: HOne representative informed the

Commission of the recent formation ,of an Arab Women's Commissio~withinthe

League of Arab States. il The second was to 'insert the following text before the

Miss CHATON (France) proposed the following text: "The absence of

representatives of FAO, WHO and UNICEF during this session, which dealt especially

with women's problems that come under the programme of these bodies, was noted by

several representatives. ii

~. NAHON (Secretary of the Commission) saicl that the following

sentence might be added: "Note was tak~n of the absence of representatives from

specialized agencies such as FAO ~nd HHO, as well as of a representative of

UNICEF, during this session, whi.ch dealt especially vlith women's problems that

come under the programme of these bodies. H

•



"
.....

( ~
J

)~

j

/ ...

-252-E/CN.6/Min.598

channels of communication and action for the Commission in the implementation

of its progr~es. It was furth~r felt that this channel would reinforce

the implementation of the Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination

against Women and the long-term programme for the advancem~n~ of women.·

A resolution was approved for adoption by the Economic and Social Uuuncil,

recommending the establishment of commissions on the status of women at

the regional level."

Miss CHATON (France) said that, in the last sentence of paragraph 14,

it should be made clear that the reference was to United Nations regional

ileconomfc". commissions, if that was indeed the case.

Mrs. NIKOLAEVA (Union of S.oviet Socialist RepUblics) said she would

prefer the wording of paragraph 14 as it appeared in document E/CN.6/L.6l4/Add.5,

with the first two amendments read out by the Secretary of the Commission, to

be retained.

SANCHEZ-TORRES (Colombia), Rapporteur, proposed that the text of
,

pa,l"agr'aph 14 in the draft report should be retained as it stood, with the first. ,

the Secretary' of the COIilmission" and taking into

French amendments and' the comments made by the

~NOOR (Indonesia), supported by Mrs. SHAHANI (Phiiippines), said

she shared the USSR representative's views. She would, however, like the words

"regi.onal intergovernmental women's organizations 11 in the second amendment read

out by the Secretary of the Commission to be replaced, by the words "regional

cOIIlIrlissions on the status of women",

,~s. HUSS~IN (Egypt) said. that she too preferred the wording of

paragraph 14 as it appeared in the draft report/If any delegation considered

that the or~aniz~tions in question were likely to duplicate the work of other

,United Nations organs, it CQuld ask for the addition of a sentence to cover that



Mis.§._SANCHEZ-Tq~RES (Colombia), Rapporteur, accepted those amendments.

Document E/CN.6/L.6l4/Add.5, as amended, was ad~pted.

, E/CN.6/Min.598-253-
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~he CHAIRMAN said that the Rapporteur wou1dtake the Indonesiap

delegation's comments into 'account.

Document ,E/CN.6/L.6l4/Add.T was adopted.

Consideration of draft resolutions.and.decisions ..(E/CN.6/L.6l4/Add.7)

Mrs. NOOR (Indonesia) suggested thatment:~on should be made in the

report of the contribution of non-governmental orgahi.zations~to:which several

delegations ,including those of Finland ~ Indpnesia, the United Kingdom andtl1e

Philippines ~ had paid tribute.

Mrs. NAHON (Secretary of the Commission) said that the preamble to the
---'-- I •

draft resolution in paragraph 24 of document E/CN.6/L.6i4/Add.6 had been omitted

by mistake from the English and Spanish versions . The c.omplete text would of

course appear in the final report.

Document E/CN.6/L.6l4/Ad~.6 was adopted.

~gramme of concerted_ i~~rnati(:mal actj.0I?-_to pr~:te the advancement of women
and to increase their contribution to the development of' their countries
TCQIitfn:ued) (E/CN.6/L.6JF7Add-.6) .

Mr~. NA..'9:0N (Secretary of' the Comnri.s eLon) read out some amendments

proposed to paragraphs 15 and 17: the words "more active participation ll in the

second sentence of paragraph 15 should be replaced by the words IIgr eat er

contribution ii and the, words lithe legal iI in the third sentence of paragraph 17 by

the words iiother related".

The CHAIRMAN proposed that the meeting should be suspended until the

remaining addenda to the draft report had been circulated in all the working

languages.

The meeting .w~~_..suspended at 4.55 p.m. and resumed at 6.05 p.m.

")~
,;%/
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Protection of women and children in emergency and armed conflict in the struggle
f9r~ac::~- self-dete..rmination, national liberati~and·independence'"
(E!CN.6!L.614!Add.8) . .--_._...---

>~_§~CHE.Z-TORRES (Colombia), Rapporteur, read out amendments which

certain delegations had proposed to document E/CN.6/L.614/Add.8. The following

sentence should be added to the end of paragraph 4: "Some representatives stated.

that'reference to special situations of armed conflicts were needed to illustrate

the scope and nature of the problem in certain areas, in order to enable the

Commission and other competent organs to develop ways and means of more effective

protection.!' .The second sentence of paragraph 9 should also be amended to read

as follows: liThe view was expressed that the Fourth Geneva Convention was not

f~lly implemented. Moredver, it did not cover all aspects of protection measures

needed to meet present-day requirements and consequently there was a need to

redefine the rules of war."

Document E/CN.6/L.614/Add.8, as amended, was adopted.
..~

.,
\•

""it

CLOSURE.OF THE SESSION,"" ' .. -' ','" . '._.' ,. -"

Resolutions adopted by the Commission on the Status of Women at its twenty-fourth
sessioif(E!CN.6/L.6l4/Add.9) ..,

M~.~ SMICHEZ-:TORRES (Colombia), Rapporteur, pofrrted out that the

resolution appearing on page 15 of the English text had not been numbered and that. .

the figure "IIIllshould be inserted above the title. The same applied to the'

resolution on page 23, where the figure "IX Ii had been omitted in the middle of the

page, after paragraph 4 of the preceding resolution .

.Document E/CN.6/L.614/Add.9,. as ainended,was .adoptied.

lliedraft.report (E/CN.6/L.614 and Add.1-9)· as a whole, as ~ended, was

adoptedurianimcmsly.
it
l
tl 'r . ' • <.. . .

!{<' .'. ..••.••.... .•.•.. •..•. .-: Mrs.ZAEFJrEREHde GOYENECHE (Argentina ) emphasized theimpor.tance of the

, .:{'£R"'~~~~£!{~'~!l~~~:~:4~$~.::p~~::t:~ :~:i~:;$t:;~:a{:::::!I:~:e::~nlanq
i~ ...." .. ,~/< i." «;"" .,' . ., . ....

~;..~;;Z::~ the linited Nation" ~ecretari!lt; that prb:pb~al was an,\onbllr, to

f~ i ·i.·.

.'
. ' ~,

"

'~II ;--;'"
.~
\
s,

j
'1
I
.1

I
I
1
\

1

I



-255,:" E/CN.6/Min.598

~l. ,'l5

./ ,
\
h

/

~_qELBER (Canada) read out a press release relating to that proposal

and to the work done by the Commission on the Status of Women.

After the customary exchange of courtesies, the CHAIRMAN declared the

twenty-fourth session of the Commission closed.

The meeting rose at 6.55 p.m.
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