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Summary

The Regional Workshop on Economic Policies Supporting the Transition to a Green Economy
(Beirut, 21-22 July 2011) brought together representatives of Arab countries to tackle the reform of
economic policies in order to facilitate the channeling of capital into green areas and to stimulate a fair,
advantageous and timely transition to a green economy in the region.

The workshop aimed at developing concepts of green economy and building consensus regarding
its potential in the Arab region, as well as the policy balance needed to develop such an economy within
the region. It also strived to build the capacity of participants to develop fiscal policies as a means of
transformation to a green economy, and provided a regional platform for representatives of Ministries of
Finance and other relevant participants to share experiences, knowledge and lessons learned among
themselves and with representatives of member countries involved in preparations for Rio+20
Conference.

Participants discussed the basic concepts of a green economy and the role of Finance Ministries
and fiscal policies in the achievement of such an economy. The workshop resulted in a joint statement
that identifies regional priorities from an Arab perspective for moving towards a green economy in the
Arab region. A series of recommendations were made for future consideration in the preparations for
Rio+20 Conference.
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Introduction

1. The Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) convened a regional workshop
under the theme of “Economic Policies Supporting the Transition to a Green Economy”, which took place at
the United Nations House in Beirut on 20 and 21 July 2011. The workshop was organized by ESCWA in
partnership with the League of Arab States, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the
Institut des Finances Basil Fuleihan, Lebanon, as part of regional preparations for the United Nations
Conference on Sustainable Development (UNCSD), known as Rio+20 Conference, to be held in 2012.

2. The workshop came under ESCWA’s mandate to lead regional preparations for Rio+20 Conference,
which includes a series of national and regional workshops and seminars targeting different stakeholders
such as government, civil society and the private sector. This workshop specifically targeted the public
financial sector and sought to advocate for the reform of economic policies in Arab Countries in order to
facilitate the channeling of capital into green areas and to stimulate a fair, advantageous and timely transition
to a green economy.

3. The workshop responded to the above mandate and sought to ensure the Arab region was prepared for
Rio+20 Conference. The theme was identified in view of growing regional interest in developing financial
mechanisms to ensure transformation to a green economy. By discussing the subject of green finance, the
workshop constitutes one of several milestones in the regional consultative process leading to Rio+20
Conference.

4. The objectives of the workshop were to:

(a) Discuss with policy-making staff of Ministries of Finance in the Arab countries the available
options for economic policy reform and financial instruments supporting an advantageous transition to green
economy in the Arab region;

(b) Support Arab countries to position themselves in relation to issues being negotiated at Rio+20
Conference, notably in relation to green economy and the institutional framework for sustainable
development and how to translate them at the national level.

5. The workshop comprised eight sessions, each devoted to a specific topic for discussion. Chapter I of
this report highlights the main conclusions and recommendations of the workshop, while chapter II provides
a summary of the discussions within each session.

I. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

6. The workshop tackled important issues such as sustainable public procurement, environmental
taxation, green investment incentives and green financing. It provided a regional review of the institutional
framework for sustainable development and discussed the experiences and achievements of Arab countries in
the area of sustainable development and the transition to a green economy, as well as regional and
international cooperation within this framework. Discussions led to the following results and
recommendations:

(a) The need to prepare economic and technical feasibility studies for environmental projects to be
submitted to financial, economic or planning authorities, highlighting the financial benefits and advantages
expected from their implementation projects and whether these benefits are expected within the short or
long-term. This process would be included as part of policies that take into account the principles of
environmental accounting;

(b) Follow two main tracks for transition to a green economys:



(1)  First track: Fulfill all environmental obligations before approving new projects;

(i)  Second track: Encourage existing facilities to improve their environmental performance and
provide them with related government assistance in addition to assistance from specialized
institutions, within a set timeframe.

(c) Call on Arab governments to adopt a green economy, encourage public-private partnerships and
establish specialized funds to speed up the process of transition towards a green economy at the national and
regional levels (including activating and supporting the Arab Environment Facility);

(d) Call on Arab governments to develop legal and political systems that encourage the private sector
to shift towards a green economy, with a focus on all sectors having an environmental dimension;

(e) Encourage Arab governments to create an investment climate that attracts projects and
technologies in line with green economy principles;

(f) Create national and regional institutional frameworks to facilitate coordination among all
agencies concerned with the transition to a green economy;

(g) Emphasize the need for industrialized countries (Annex I Parties to the Kyoto Protocol) to meet
their commitments towards developing countries as recommended by the charters of the various international
conferences, as a prelude to the achievement of sustainable development, including the transition to a green
economy and the reduction of carbon emissions. Commitments include the provision of financial and
technical assistance, technology transfer and capacity building, in addition to compensation for previous
periods where no appropriate environmental measures were taken;

(h) Earmark funds for environment-related projects during the preparation of national budgets and
development plans in the Arab countries;

(1) Encourage banks to fund projects that include an environmental dimension in the context of the
transition to a green economy (taking into account the experience of the Central Bank of Lebanon);

(j) Adopt a unified Arab position against any discriminatory taxes on fossil fuels and emphasize the
sovereignty of States in the exploitation of their natural resources, taking into consideration the
circumstances and conditions of countries whose economies depend on fossil fuels;

(k) Promote cleaner use of fossil fuels and renewable energy sources, including needs in terms of the
transfer and development of technology;

(I) Consider any efforts by Arab governments to reduce poverty levels through the adoption of a
range of projects within this framework, as an integral part of the transition to a green economy;

(m) The need for specialized organizations, including relevant United Nations organizations, to
provide technical and capacity building support to concerned ministries and agencies, in the area of assessing
economic, environmental and social impacts that may result from financial measures having an
environmental purpose, prior to their adoption;

(n) Reaffirm the “polluter pays” principle, as well as the common but differentiated historical
responsibility, in environmental legislation;

(o) Encourage Arab governments and concerned organizations to raise awareness, develop human
skills and capabilities, and to conduct studies and research in the field of green technologies;



(p) Affirm the importance of marketing green economy principles and concepts and clarify its
benefits for sustaining development to all segments of society including decision-makers, businessmen and
individuals;

(q) Emphasize the importance of Arab coordination in the field of policies and international
environmental negotiations in order to achieve the desired effect, especially those related to Rio+20
Conference, in view of the convergence between environmental objectives of the different Arab countries
and the clarity of the features of international environmental negotiations, in addition to the importance of
coordinating Arab positions with that of the Group of 77;

(r) Call for raising awareness on the benefits of green public procurement and its importance in
achieving a green economy, and secure the infrastructure and resources needed for its adoption;

(s) Emphasize the principle of gradual transition to a green economy, according to country
specificities and levels of development and through the use of appropriate policies;

(t) Urge Arab governments to build the institutional capacity needed to keep pace with global
changes in dealing with environmental issues, in addition to negotiating capacities in this area and to
introduce the concept of medium-and long-term environmental strategies within the financial and public
management strategy of the state;

(u) Emphasize the importance of involving all concerned national and regional institutions in the
Arab countries in preparation for Rio+20 Conference and the shift towards a green economy, rather than
involving environmental bodies only, with the aim of achieving sustainable development objectives in its
three pillars (economic, social and environmental). This is especially in view of the growing importance
being assigned to the social dimension as a result of repercussions of the so-called Arab spring taking place
across the Arab region;

(v) Develop a system to measure progress made by the Arab countries towards the achievement of
a green economy. The system, to be based on key performance indicators (KPIs), should reflect issues
including, but not limited to, the level of pollution, negative environmental impacts and positive steps taken
by each country to preserve the environment. By allowing comparisons between the Arab countries,
the proposed system will create a competitive environment that would stimulate them to achieve progress in
this area.

II. MAIN TOPICS OF DISCUSSION
A. OPENING STATEMENTS AND INTRODUCTARY SESSION

7. Mr. Fareed Bushehri, Regional Officer, Division of Technology, Industry and Economics (DTIE),
UNEP Regional Office for West Asia (ROWA), welcomed delegates and noted that many people in the
region are living on less than $2 a day. In addition, while environment degradation has been evident over the
past 20 years, only 2 per cent of GDP is currently being spent on the environment. To highlight an example,
when one examines forestry and ecosystems, the movement of finance towards a green economy appears to
be decreasing. It is clear that economic reforms and government support through creative public policies are
needed to address such problems.

8. Ms. Lamia Moubayed, Director of Institut des Finances Basil Fuleihan, outlined the institute’s 15 year
history of strengthening public finance. She highlighted the significant role Governments can play in the
green economy through public procurement. She advised delegates that the Institute is helping to draft a
Lebanese National Strategy for Sustainable Public Procurement and highlighted the positive example of
Tunisia. She reminded delegates that unsustainable practices have a significant long term cost.



9. Mr. Djamel Eddine Djaballah, Director, Department of Environment, Housing and Sustainable
Development, League of Arab States, outlined the important role the League has played in harmonizing
different Arab Government approaches, even before the Rio Earth Summit. He referred to the involvement of
the League in the Arab Declaration on Development and the Environment and the role played by the Council
of Arab Ministers Responsible for the Environment, reminding delegates of the enormous task that lies ahead
and the responsibilities owed in view of the move towards a green economy.

10.  On behalf of ESCWA, Ms. Anhar Hegazi, Deputy Executive Secretary a.i., pointed out the significant
environmental challenges that face the region and the need for a clear vision on how to move to a green
economy. She emphasized that reforms are needed to improve existing economic and institutional structures
and that the workshop presents an opportunity to address the conditions for and benefits of a green economy.
In addition, she mentioned the great value of the workshop due to its high level of attendance and pointed out
the need to specifically address the social implications of a transition to a green economy.

11.  Mr. Alain Bifani, Director General of Finance, on behalf of H.E. Mr. Mohammad A. Safadi, Minister
of Finance, Lebanon, agreed that the challenges faced were both economic and environmental. He stressed
the need for a general framework and further motivation to achieve the goal of a green economy. He
recognized there exists an opportunity for improvement and welcomed the current focus on the public sector.
The importance of effective public-private partnership was highlighted as a main aspect of reform. He
welcomed the workshop as providing a platform to learn from the experiences of others and anticipated a
statement on an agreed, common position.

12.  The introductory session included two presentations by ESCWA. The first presentation introduced the
concept of a green economy, highlighting the reasons why it is currently under consideration at Rio+20
Conference and identifying the different green economy policy tracks, in addition to the roles of different
stakeholders in managing the transition to such an economy. Acknowledging the multitude of challenges
associated with a transition to a green economy, the presentation stressed the importance of having a
homogeneous position by Arab countries at Rio+20 Conference regarding the issues under discussion and of
developing a unified Arab action framework. The presentation gave an overview of the Arab regional
preparations for Rio+20 Conference, including regional reporting, a series of consultative meetings targeting
different stakeholders, Arab ministerial-level actions and participation in global events. In conclusion, the
presentation highlighted the importance of the current workshop within these preparations, listing its
expected outcomes.

13.  The second ESCWA presentation introduced possible options for economic policy reform in order to
stimulate the transition to a green economy, in preparation for their detailed discussion during the workshop.
In particular, issues related to public financing of the green economy, fiscal stimuli for encouraging green
private investments, sustainable public procurement, green incentives and environmental taxation were
discussed. Finally, regional and global cooperation experiences of financing the green economy were
highlighted.

14. In the ensuing discussion, participants agreed on the importance of considering the positions of the
Group of 77 and the different Arab countries in Rio+20 Conference global preparatory meetings in order to
ensure that outcomes of the Arab preparatory meetings are in line with these positions. The cost of financing
the green economy in the Arab region was a significant concern for a number of participants, who
emphasized the importance of studying the relevant economic implications in detail.

B. INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

15. The second session of the workshop focused on the institutional framework for sustainable
development, one of the thematic focus areas of Rio+20 Conference. It comprised presentations by three
invited speakers, with the addition of a case study from Jordan. The Moderator, H.E. Mr. Rafie Al-Issawi,
Minister of Finance, Iraq, introduced all speakers.



16. In his presentation, H.E. Mr. Jihad Azour, former Minister of Finance in Lebanon, highlighted the
changing role of the Ministries of Finance as partners within an institutional framework for sustainable
development. While the Arab countries did not suffer the consequences of the global financial crisis to the
same extent as other more globalized economies, a number of challenges face the region, including recent
political changes and increasing difficulties in managing public institutions. Under such circumstances,
Mr. Azour argued for a shift to programme budgeting and proposed three additional roles for the ministries
of finance: managing assets and liabilities; coordinating economic management; and spearheading
accountability and transparency.

17.  Mr. Atif Kubursi, Professor of Economics at McMaster University in Canada, explored the
foundations of sustainable development, explaining a number of economic myths relating to natural and
produced capital. Only a measure of net savings in gross national income, which takes into account the
depletion of natural resources and damage caused by carbon emissions, can effectively measure true growth.
The speaker concluded with the presentation of a closed-system economic model that takes into account the
interactions between the environment and the economy.

18.  Mr. Clive George, Associate at the Institute for Development Policy and Management, University of
Manchester, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, presented the key findings of the study
carried out for ESCWA on the institutional framework for sustainable development in the Arab region. The
presentation discussed the influence of new and emerging environmental concerns in the region, including
climate change, the global economic crisis, rising food prices, the region’s current political upheavals and the
increasing global relevance of emerging economies. The presentation concluded that the future economic
and social development of the Arab region could benefit considerably from green economy initiatives, but
that such success is dependent on precise economic policies in areas such as economic diversification,
agricultural development, rural-urban linkages and regional economic integration. Notably, the presentation
included a number of positive case examples from the region and other developing countries.

19. The evolution of the Jordanian institutional framework for sustainable development was presented by
Mr. Mutasim Al- Kilani, Head of the Sustainable Development Division at the Ministry of Planning and
International Cooperation in Jordan. Environmental issues remained within the mandate of the Jordanian
municipalities until 2003, following which a Ministry of Environment was established and a new law
concerning the environment was passed. In 2002, a high national committee on sustainable development was
also established, therefore a number of structural modifications and changes should be introduced to its
mandate. The presentation argued that current preparations for Rio+20 Conference necessitate the
reactivation of the committee, and proposed that two sets of tasks be undertaken by the committee, both short
term and long term, and including the development of a national consensus on green economy.

20. Discussions focused on the need for regional cooperation given the similarities in the environmental
challenges faced by all countries in the region irrespective of their economic structure, which opens the door
for cooperation in areas such as energy and water. The importance of government spending aimed to protect
the environment was emphasized, but also the need to invest in the environmental sector as a productive
sector where competitive advantages exist. Finally, Arab countries were advised to develop their capacity to
measure deviations in any of the three poles of sustainable development (economic, social and
environmental).

C. ENVIRONMENTAL ECONOMICS AND FINANCE

21. ESCWA presented a paper outlining the need to introduce climate change and natural resources
constraints into financial policy-making in order to enable the transition to a green economy. The presenter
noted that moving to a green economy requires a shift in consumer preferences by ensuring real pricing and
inciting less demand for carbon-intensive products. She provided examples from the United States of
America and China, where environmental considerations were included in recovery plans. She noted that
environmental accounting provides a good platform to integrate green economy issues into accounting and



other financial practices and stressed the important role of governments, which should ensure that
unsustainable activities are not supported while initiating targets and standards and investing in related
public projects. She also noted that banks and insurance companies should play a more prominent role in
facilitating the transition.

22. A presentation on the Cost of Environmental Degradation in Lebanon was delivered by Mr. Wissam
Kanj, Head of Irrigation Department at the Ministry of Energy and Water in Lebanon. He noted that the
annual cost of degradation amounts to US$655 million per year representing 3.9 per cent of gross domestic
product (GDP) in Lebanon and that the cost of environmental degradation to the water sector amounts to
US$175 million/year representing over one per cent of the Lebanese GDP. The danger posed to
environmental resources is worsened by climate change and urbanization.

23.  Mr. Sergio Margulis, Sustainable MED Program Manager at the World Bank presented a paper on the
Cost of Environmental Degradation on the GDP in the Arab Region. He emphasized that environmental
protection is being integrated within the development framework, concerning economic growth, alleviating
poverty, economic competitiveness and access to markets. He also noted that climate change has become a
mainstream concern but that the question of who should pay for its impact remains. He noted that in the end,
though developed countries should assume some responsibility, developing countries must be prepared to act
as no matter what assistance is given, the problem will worsen without their active involvement. He
highlighted that the World Bank has conducted an assessment of the cost of environmental degradation for a
number of Middle East — North Africa (MENA) region countries and that it is now preparing a Green
Growth study for the MENA region with a focus on water, land and energy.

24,  ESCWA presented a paper on the System of Environmental Economics Accounts (SEEA) for
ESCWA Member Countries in which the speaker noted that much conventional accounting assesses
economic performance without dealing with the issue of sustainable growth. She noted that there is a need to
consider accounts in an integrated manner as the economy is a subset of the environment. She noted that
SEEA involves various steps and requires physical accounts, monetary flow accounts, assets accounts and
environmentally-adjusted accounts and that it is necessary in order to protect the fragile environment. She
stressed that there is still a need to help Arab Countries to enact proper legislation, to ensure enforcement, to
use common concepts, to enhance the quality of data, and to share lessons learnt and best practices.

25. During the discussion it was stressed that environmental degradation has a disproportionate negative
effect upon the poor. However, as developed countries are historically responsible for environmental
degradation they have a moral obligation to help poorer countries improve their environmental performance.
It was further noted that some developing countries emit high levels of pollution and thus should take on
additional responsibilities. In order to support the efforts of developing countries there is a need for
specialized funds that would facilitate the achievement of the millennium development goals (MDGs) and
other internationally agreed targets. There is a need for a new understanding of the value of resources, e.g.
currently the cost of fuel is low whereas its price should reflect its true value in order to promote a less
carbon-intensive economy. An important lesson was noted in that there is scope to review pricing policies
and subsidies to better direct funds towards needed sectors with a view to helping the poor and improving
efficiency, thus improving environmental conditions. As the burden of environmental problems will be felt
by developing countries, there is a need for these countries to pursue solutions themselves and not rely on
other countries to lead the way.

D. ENVIRONMENTAL TAXATION

26. Mr. Walid Marrouch, Professor of Economics at the Lebanese American University, provided the
basic theory behind environmental taxation, which forces polluters to internalize (artificially), i.e. to bear the
costs of environmental externalities. He outlined public welfare losses associated with environmental
externalities and the challenges of the global commons. He pointed out the difference between efficient
taxation (which achieves its financial or other goals), and equitable taxation (which distributes a tax burden



fairly) and the difference between public “goods” and public “bads”, and the rivalry between uses of
a “good”. The pros and cons of price (taxes) versus quantity (standards) policy instruments at the disposal of
the regulator were also explored.

27. Mr. Abdul Kareem Ayed, Senior Economist, Organization of Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OAPEC), addressed environmental taxes related to the petroleum industry. He pointed out that the
environment is now on the global agenda and that the Kyoto Protocol as a means to address the challenges
posed by climate change also faces difficulties, although negotiations are underway to extend it. He felt that
oil revenues are very important for sustainable development in the Arab region, and emphasizes that
developing the infrastructure and building the economy in the region will also draw on fossil fuels reserves.
He reminded participants that there are differences in opinion regarding the concept of what is a green
economy and that there is no consensus regarding benefits and challenges. On carbon taxes he noted that EU
countries and Australia have plans to introduce such taxes in order to limit carbon emissions. Despite this,
lower prices of oil are sought, as well as international stability in the oil market. He predicted that fossil
fuels will remain the primary source of energy for the next two decades.

28.  During the discussion that followed, one participant pointed out that it was clear that the region is in a
difficult socio-economic situation, and that there is a need to address a green economy only within the
context of sustainable development and poverty eradication, warning that raising environment-related taxes
and increasing prices will create social injustice.

29.  Another participant was skeptical about the effectiveness of environmental taxes citing the example of
taxes on quarries, which did not impact the level of quarrying activities. In such a situation, environmental
regulations are also necessary to stop pollution. He further noted the inability of taxes to address trans-
boundary pollution.

30. The importance of incentives as complementary measures to environmental enforcement was pointed
out by one participant, who also called for raising awareness regarding the financial and other types of
benefits that producers can achieve by improving their environmental performance.

31. Finally, a participant stressed the importance of ensuring that a green economy contributes to greater
equity in wealth distribution, highlighting the need for targeted financing to support development in
impoverished areas, especially in light of the current political upheavals in the Arab region.

E. NATIONAL EXPERIENCES ON GREEN ECONOMY

32.  The presentation on the Global Food Crisis and the Role of Food Security to Achieve Green Economy
was presented by Ms. Reem M. 1 Al-Shamsi, FTA Negotiator, GCC Section, Ministry of Finance, United
Arab Emirates. In her presentation, Ms. Al-Shamsi discussed the national environmental strategy and action
plan, which focuses on five themes: fresh water, pollution, urban environment, marine environment and
biodiversity. Within the urban environment, importance is being given to green buildings and the
development of e-government. In 2011, 165 million dirhams were earmarked for environmental projects,
including food security-related projects. On this last issue, the presentation stressed the importance of
building national capacities, improving regional and global cooperation and a greater role for Arab regional
organizations.

33. A presentation on Palestine’s Achievements in Transition to Green Economy was delivered by
Mr. Anwar Muala, Director of Sustainable Development, Environment Quality Authority, Palestine. The
presentation highlighted the integration of environmental concerns in various sectoral strategies, in addition
to the development of a strategy on desertification and another on biodiversity, with dedicated budgets. Mr.
Muala gave examples of specific green projects, including solar energy for street lighting, and a wastewater
treatment bill that accompanies the standard water bill.



34. The Sudan’s Experience in Supporting the Transition to Green Economy in Different Productive
Sectors was presented by Mr. Ahmed Abdelkrim Atta Elfadeel Mohamed, Director of Regional and
International Economic Blocs, General Directorate of Financial International Cooperation, Ministry of
Finance and National Economy, the Sudan. The presentation stressed the need to properly direct agricultural
investments so as to resolve challenges currently facing the development of the agriculture sector in the
Sudan, including desertification and overgrazing, in addition to the importance of establishing microfinance
programmes in agriculture.

35.  Government Policies and Programmes in the Syrian Arab Republic for the Implementation of a Green
Economy were outlined by Ms. Rouida Nahar, Director of Clean Production and Renewable Energy
Directorate and National Clean Production Center, Ministry of State for Environment Affairs, Syrian Arab
Republic. The presentation highlighted the mainstreaming of environmental aspects into the 10™ and 11"
five-year development plans, and gave many examples of green measures taken, such as the new electricity
law which allows private investments in production and distribution of electricity, a programme supporting
water use efficiency in irrigation and organic agriculture, sustainable transport projects (hybrid busses and
clean fuel), and public-private partnerships in the production of photovoltaic and solar water heater systems.

36.  Mr. Sami Mati Polous, Deputy Minister of Planning in Iraq, gave an overview of Iraq’s experiences in
the transition to a green economy. He specifically highlighted the government policy in the area of poverty
eradication, sustainable agriculture and rural development, including policies for land reclamation,
rationalization of water consumption and improving crop structure. In addition, efforts are being exerted to
increase the competitiveness of the industrial sector by reducing production costs, notably through energy
efficiency measures.

37. In the discussion that followed, participants stressed the importance of private sector involvement in
the transition to a green economy, in addition to the need for coordination within each country and between
Arab countries in order to benefit from the different competitive advantages available. Participants raised
the need to study the effect of environmental taxes before their enactment to identify any possible drawbacks
for disadvantaged populations. In addition, the use of collected taxes needs to be transparent and linked to
the purpose they were collected for, to ensure citizens feel that these taxes are being put to good use.

F. GREEN INVESTMENT INCENTIVES

38.  Mr. Mohammed Taha Rafi, Operations Officer, International Finance Corporation (IFC) Middle East
and North Africa, Pakistan, outlined how investments in climate change can provide good business
opportunities. He pointed out that there are some countries that need more investments in water or other
sectors, and the availability of banking instruments to encourage financing in these sectors. He also noted
that there is a gap in the dialogue between the private sector and the public financial institutions to support
green financing. The IFC aims to foster that dialogue and market financing solutions that target and support
private sector market interests. He referred to the IFC Technology overview study regarding what green
sectors could be targeted in various MENA countries.

39.  Mr. Atif Kubursi, Professor of Economics, McMaster University, Canada examined the subject of
green economy investments, outlining the importance of such an economy for employment creation and
economic diversification, and potentially balancing and creating new synergies between engineering and
economic sectors. He stated that it is important to note that a project can be bankable (in the long-run) but
not able to access financing (in the short-run). He felt that Governments should proactively support research,
development and green economy investments, thus reducing uncertainty regarding cost and other risks for
the investors. Green economy investments are seen as a good way to generate employment through
investment in local infrastructure or industry development.

40. Environmental loans as green incentives were examined by Mr. Mazen Halawi, Head of Section at the
Financing Unit, Central Bank of Lebanon (BDL). He pointed out that the Lebanese subsidized interest
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environmental loans programme differentiates between energy related and non-energy related projects and
provides different conditions depending on the nature of a project (e.g. new versus existing project, rated
versus non-rated project, etc.).

41. He explained that the economic sectors that can benefit from the Lebanese Government interest
subsidy are industry, tourism, agriculture, information technology development, and artisanal projects
undertaken by any private sector institution, with subsidized interest loans offered for certain sectors in
addition to green loans. BDL incentives for green investments include the following:

(a) Low interest rates to entrepreneurs;
(b) Long loan maturity (payback periods) to entrepreneurs;

(c) Commercial banks get an incentive for offering green loans by benefiting from an exemption
from their required reserves at a rate beyond the value of the green loan (150 per cent).

42. Mr. Tansel Kilicarslan, Booz & Company, United Arab Emirates, outlined the “Green Sharm
Initiative”, a green tourism concept for Sharm EI Sheik city in Egypt. The idea for the project arose because
the loss of Sharm’s biodiversity was owing to ineffective waste management practices that threatened scuba
diving tourism, an important source of revenue for the city. The initiative includes four greening areas
(emissions, water supply, solid and liquid waste, and biodiversity) with 33 projects divided between
“realistic green” projects that can be implemented in the short term, and “radical green” projects possible in
the long term. The presentation highlighted the importance of having enabling programs that support the
implementation of the whole initiative, including the following components: legislation and governance,
funding and financing, marketing and branding, and awareness and community education.

43. In the ensuing discussion, participants stressed the importance of performing environmental impact
assessments for all projects prior to funding, and of using marketing tools for the success of green economy
projects, as they contribute to stakeholder engagement. Finally, the importance of a gradual, programmed
and participatory transition to a green economy was highlighted.

G. SUSTAINABLE PUBLIC PROCUREMENT

44. UNEP presented a paper on Sustainable Public Procurement in which the presenter focused on social
issues such as unemployment, high population growth, rapid urbanization, rising incomes of the middle
classes and associated impacts on the environment. He noted that seemingly simple things can have major
environmental implications, such as the huge carbon footprint that arises from the use of plastic cups,
fertilizers, transport, processing, etc. He noted that public procurement ranges between 8 and 30 per cent of
countries GDP and that through making it more sustainable the buying power of the state and other major
actors (big corporations, supermarkets, etc.) could quickly be harnessed to achieve sustainable development
objectives. For example, it was through public procurement that computers started to be energy efficient.
However, sustainable public procurement still faces many obstacles, such as the need for increased budgets
as green products are often expensive while also do not cover the whole range of products. The challenge to
promote sustainable public procurement in the region includes political willingness, institutional constraints,
profitability and impact on Arab SMEs who may not be able to compete.

45. UNDP presented a paper on Green Public Procurement (GPP) in which it was noted that GPP consists
in procuring goods with an emphasis on products which have been produced in a sustainable manner. He
noted that GPP started as voluntary instrument but has increasingly become mandatory in the European
Union (energy efficiency, green public transport, eco-labels on most appliances, etc.), with the objective of
reaching near 50 per cent GPP by 2012. He also noted that a GPP training tool kit has been produced in order
to improve its adoption and make it appear more rational. The toolkit provides guidance and allows an
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orderly entrance into the GPP field. In one example, a European town saved Euro 1.5 million on a 6 million
Euro contract by insisting on GPP.

46. Ms. Rana Rizkallah, Procurement Officer at the Institut des Finances Basil Fuleihan, Lebanon,
presented a paper on implementing the Marrakech Task Force (MTF) Approach to SPP in Lebanon. She
stressed that through public procurement the public sector can establish new trends. She highlighted the role
played by the Institut des Finance in promoting sustainability through training and capacity building and
provision of advisory services to public entities. The aim is to implement an assessment, a legal review and a
market analysis to test responsiveness to sustainable products in order to develop a strategic plan and
capacity building programme. Products being promoted were subject to stringent selection based on a set of
selection criteria, which covered various aspects. A draft national SPP plan is currently underway and will
follow with appropriate capacity building programs.

47. During the discussion it was noted that procurement laws need to be harmonized in the Arab region as
currently all countries have different laws. There is also a need to reinforce controls as the region is receiving
products from various sources, some of which are of dubious quality. This should work in parallel with
combating corruption so that SPP could really be enforced. It was also noted that there is a need to examine
if GPP is in agreement with WTO rules and regulations. Moreover, it was noted that adopting GPP or SPP
could be a complex exercise in the Arab world due to the multiplicity of sources of products and the
competition faced by local products with those imported from other countries, such as China. Public
procurement is already a difficult exercise in all countries and shifting to SPP is expected to exacerbate the
problem. It was understood that public procurement has always been burdened by corruption problems but
these could be minimized or managed through more efficient oversight and the application of the rule of law.
In any case, corruption should not be an excuse to avoid SPP. Usually it is demand which drives supply, so if
the government asks for green goods and services then green supplies will be provided.

H. REGIONAL AND GLOBAL COOPERATION

48. UNEP outlined details of its Green Economy Initiative and the Green Economy Report which
addresses 12 global green sectors, some of which are key sectors for the region. The UNEP/ILO Green Jobs
Report makes case for socio-economic green investment for job creation, while the UNEP/WTO Trade and
Climate Change Report was also referred to. The point was made that a green economy goes beyond
mitigating climate change or adapting to it, but encompasses a range of other environmental issues.

49. Mr. Najib Saab, Secretary General of the Arab Forum for Environment and Development (AFED)
gave a presentation on A Green Economy in a Changing Arab World. He hoped that the Arab Spring will
open the road for a sustainable economy, albeit prospects are not very promising at present. The current
situation illustrates that it is difficult to instate change in countries in the absence of political will at the
highest level. He hoped that the reforms sought or underway will combat corruption and improve the
management of natural resources. AFED has prepared a handbook for companies that illustrates green
purchasing and other issues, and launched the Arab Green Economy Initiative which quantifies the costs of a
transition to the Green Economy, offering a number of case studies. The need to consider Arab demographic
trends when considering green economy in the region, especially the youth population, was also highlighted.

50. Mr. Sergio Margulis, Program Manager at the World Bank, noted that UNFCCC and GEF
International Financing Schemes provide opportunities for financing a green economy. He gave the example
of Maldova, which has an 85 per cent recovery on user charges to support water supply and sanitation. In
comparison, an Arab country example only recovers water supply and sanitation charges at a 10 per cent
level. There remains a need to counter the argument that free or subsidized water is a policy favourable to the
poor. Such subsidies result in a lack of cost recovery, which limits financial resources available for
investment and the extension of services, and thus ultimately reduces access to services for the poor. In
addition, subsidies encourage waste of resources, resulting in inefficiency. He suggested that if fossil fuel
subsidies could be eliminated, emissions could be reduced.
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51.  Inan intervention on the international framework for financing, Mr. Clive George pointed to a conflict
of interest regarding how the World Bank is managing the green climate change funds, suggesting that the
United Nations would be in a better position to manage such funds. Debate is ongoing as to how funds
should be managed. Furthermore, he stressed that there are huge opportunities for the green economy but
there is a need for caution concerning the international funds that might be offered and what conditionalities
may be attached to their disbursement.

ITII. ORGANIZATION OF WORK
A. VENUE AND DATE

52. The Regional Workshop on Economic Policies Supporting the Transition to a Green Economy was
held at the UN House in Beirut during 20 and 21 July 2011.

B. OPENING

53. The Workshop was formally opened by Mr. Fareed Bushehri, Regional Officer, Division of
Technology, Industry and Economics (DTIE), UNEP Regional Office for West Asia (ROWA), Ms. Lamia
Moubayed, Head, Institut des Finances Basil Fuleihan, Mr. Djamel Eddine Djaballah, Director, Department
of Environment, Housing and Sustainable Development, League of Arab States, Ms. Anhar Hegazi, Deputy
Executive Secretary, a.i., ESCWA and Mr. Alain Bifani, Director General of Finance, on behalf of H.E. Mr.
Mohammad A. Safadi, Minister of Finance, Lebanon.

C. PARTICIPANTS

54. The workshop was attended by 53 participants, including 28 government representatives from the
Ministries of Finance, Economy, Planning and Environment, and Sustainable Development Departments in
Arab countries, in addition to experts from the World Bank, the IFC, OAPEC, AFED, McMaster University,
the University of Manchester, the Lebanese American University, the Chamber of Commerce, Industry and
Agriculture of Beirut and Mount Lebanon, and the Central Bank of Lebanon, as well as activists in the field
of economic development policies. The list of participants is contained in the annex to this report.

D. AGENDA
55. Presentations and discussions were made over the following eight sessions:

(a) Introductory session;

(b) Institutional framework for sustainable development;
(c) Environmental economics and finance;

(d) Environmental taxation;

(e) National experiences on green economy;

(f) Green investment incentives;

(g) Sustainable public procurement;

(h) Regional and global cooperation.

E. EVALUATION

56.  An evaluation questionnaire was distributed in order to assess the relevance, effectiveness and impact
of the workshop. Twenty-eight participants responded to the questionnaire. In general, the majority (93
per cent) indicated that the overall quality of the workshop was rated as good to excellent. Fifty-three
per cent of respondents noted that the workshop had achieved its intended objectives and met their
expectations. Participants were unanimous regarding a need for follow-up activities. Proposed activities
included the following: meetings aimed at addressing obstacles to sustainable development and building a
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unified Arab position on Rio+20 Conference issues; forum for green economy information exchange
(including success stories) between participants; awareness raising activities on green economy implicating
also the private sector; capacity-building activities for government personnel on green economy issues; and
specialized activities on sustainable public procurement and environmental taxes.

F. DOCUMENTS

57. The list of documents submitted to the workshop is available on the ESCWA website at:
http://www.escwa.un.org/information/meetingdetails.asp?referenceNum=1610E.
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Annex

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Egypt

Mr. Amgad Moneir Guirguis Azer

Under Secretary

Head of a central department

Finance Sector

Tel.: 202-23428591

Fax: 202-23428096

Mobile: 2010-6015800

E-mail: a-moneir@mof.gov.eg
amgadmoneir@yahoo.com

Mr. Mohamed Mamdouh

Egyptian Embassy in Lebanon

Tel.: 961-1-825566

Fax: 961-1-859977

Mobile: 961-71-952238

E-mail: mamdouhl8@live.com
m.mamdouh@mfa.gov.eg

Iraq

H.E.Mr. Rafie al-Issawi
Minister of Finance
Mobile: 964-7901922278

Mr. Shaker Salman Fayyad
Advisor to the Minister of Finance
Tel.: 964-78-04299755

Fax: 964-79-01830803

E-mail: Shakir_ecoplan@yahoo.com

Mr. Kadhim Ali Abdulla

Director General of Tax Commission
Ministry of Finance

Mobile: 964-7901918058

E-mail: kadhimalil952@yahoo.com

Mr. Murad Khalid Salahuddin

Deputy Director General of the Department
Economic

Ministry of Finance

Mobile: 964-7901348369

E-mail: khalidmurad@yahoo.com

* Issued as submitted.

A. ARAB COUNTRIES

Ms. Taif Sami Mohammed
General Manager, Budget
Ministry of Finance

Mobile: 964-7901919078
E-mail: taifsame@yahoo.com

Ms. Noor Al Hashemi

Attache

Iraqi Embassy in Lebanon

Tel.: 961-5-459940

E-mail: nooralhashemi@yahoo.com

Mr. Mustafa Al Imam
First Secretary

Iraqi Embassy in Lebanon
Tel.: 961-5-459940

Mr. Baha Hamad

Secretary

Ministry of Finance

Mobile: 964-7801612222
E-mail: bahaisawy@yahoo.com

Mr. Sami Mati Polous

Deputy Minister

Ministry of Planning

Mobile: 964-79-01911244
E-mail: Smpp_66@yahoo.com

Jordan

Mr. Omar Samara

Advisor

Office of the Secretary General
Ministry of Finance

Tel.: 962-64656196

Fax: 962-64656196

Mobile: 962-776701810
E-mail: omar.s@mof.gov.jo

Web: www.mof. gov.jo
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Jordan (continued)

Mr. Mutasim M.D. Zaid Al-Kilani

Head

Sustainable Development Section

Ministry of Planning and International

Cooperation

Tel.: 962-6-4644466, Ext.: 519

Fax: 962-6-4649341

Mobile: 962-796743883

E-mail: mutasim.k@mop.gov.jo
mutasimk(@yahoo.com

Kuwait

Mr. Meshal AlArdhi

Controller International Organizations
International Economic Cooperation Department
Ministry of Finance

Fax: 965-22404025/22417586

Mobile: 965-99603024

E-mail: mardhi@mof.gov.kw

Web: www.mof. gov.kw

Ms. Shorouq Al Khalil

Foreign Affairs Researcher

International Economic Cooperation Department
Ministry of Finance

Tel.: 965-22482658

Mobile: 965-97377310

E-mail: skhalil@mof.gov.kw

sh-alkhalil@hotmail.com

Ms. Huda AlOtaibi

Executive Coordinator — Transactions
International Economic Cooperation Department
Ministry of Finance

Tel.: 965-22482658

Mobile: 965-9919925

E-mail: H-Alotaibi88@hotmail.com

Mr. Abdul Kareem Ayed

Senior Economist

Economy Directorate

Organization of Arab Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OAPEC)

Mobile: 965-9797322

E-mail: Aayed60@yahoo.com
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Lebanon

Mr. Alain Bifani

Director General of Finance

Ministry of Finance

Tel.: 961-1-642722

Fax: 961-1-981019

E-mail: abifani@finance.gov.lb
alainb@finance.gov.lb

Web: www.finance.gov.lb

Mr. Razi ElHage

Economic Expert

Ministry of Economy and Trade
Tel.: 961-1-340504/982378

Fax: 961-1-981941

Mobile: 961-3-417416

E-mail: relhage@economy.gov.lb
Web: www.economy.gov.lb

Mr. Wissam Kanj

Head of Irrigation Department
Hydraulic and Electric Resources
Ministry of Energy & Water

Tel.: 961-1-565088

Fax: 961-1-564880

Mobile: 961-3-752779

E-mail: wisamkang@hotmail.com

Mr. Ali Yaacoub

Director

Lebanese Cleaner Production Center

United Nations Industrial Development
Organization

Tel.: 961-5-467831-7, Ext.: 211

Fax: 961-5-467831-7, Ext.: 241

Mobile: 961-3-398023

E-mail: ali.yaacoub@lebanese-cpc.net

Web: www.lebanese-cpc.net

Mr. Mohanad El Assaad

Belgian Business Council in Lebanon

President

Transtec S.A

Executive Director

Tel.:961-1-424080 (Lebanon)
32-2-2664950 (Belgium)

Fax: 961-1-424081 (Lebanon)
32-2-2664965/77 (Belgium)

Mobile:961-3-710475 (Lebanon)

32-474911449 (Belgium)
E-mail: meassaad@transtec.be
Web: http://www.transtec.be




Lebanon (continued)

Mr. Mazen Halawi

Head of Section

Financing Unit

Central Bank of Lebanon

Tel.: 961-1-750000, Ext.: 6568
Mobile: 961-3-786898

E-mail: mahalawi@bdl.gov.lb

Web: www. bdl.gov.lb

Ms. Helena Haddad

External Affairs Directorate

Central Bank of Lebanon

Tel.: 961-1-343249

Fax: 961-1-343249

Mobile: 961-70-993916

E-mail: haddadhelena@hotmail.com
haddadhelena@yahoo.com

Web: www.bdl.gov.lb

Oman

Mr. Yousuf Hamad Al Bulushi

Statistical Expert

General Directorate of Development Planning
Ministry of National Economy

Tel.: 968-24698910

Fax: 968-24698477

Mobile: 968-99313714

E-mail: yosuflO@hotmail.com

Web: www.moneoman.gov.om

Palestine

Mr. Anwar Muala

Director of Sustainable Development
Environment Quality Authority

Tel.: 970-22403495

Fax: 970-22403494

Mobile: 970-598450446

E-mail: Muala-a@hotmail.com

g zatar

Mr. Saleh Al-Mulla

Head of Policy Revenues and Taxes Section
Public Revenues and Taxes Department
Ministry of Economy and Finance

Tel.: 974-44461833

Fax: 974-44435370

Mobile: 974-55517175

E-mail: salmulla@mof.gov.qa

Web: www. mof.gov.qa
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Saudi Arabia

Mr. Abadi Falemban

General manager

Sustainable Development Agency
Presidency of Meteorology and Environment
Tel.: 966-26536410

Fax: 966-26536153

Mobile: 966-505620939

E-mail: Abadi_fl@yahoo.com

Mr. Bandar Ben Aabed Al-Aziz AlWaily
Deputy Minister for Planning Affairs
Ministry of Economy and Planning

Tel.: 966-14049301

Fax: 966-1449323

Mobile: 966-555429028

E-mail: wayly@yahoo.com

The Sudan

Mr. Ahmed Abdelkrim Atta Elfadeel Mohamed

Director of Regional and International Economic
Blocs

General Directorate of Financial International
Cooperation

Ministry of Finance and National Economy

Tel.: 249-183-776794

Fax: 249-183-780351

Mobile: 249-912912070

E-mail: attaa52(@yahoo.com

Web: www.mof. gov.sd

Ms. Magda Elmahdi

Senior Inspector

Ministry of Foreign Trade

Tel.: 249-183-776359

Fax: 249-183-776359

Mobile: 249-925442219

E-mail: magda.mahdi@yahoo.com

Syrian Arab Republic

Ms. Rouida Nahar

Director of Clean Production and Renewable
Energy Directorate and National Clean
Production Center

Ministry of State for Environment Affairs

Tel.: 963-11-2320564

Fax: 963-11-2320562

Mobile: 963-933541207

E-mail: rouidanahar@gmail.com



United Arab Emirates

Ms. Reem M. I Al-Shamsi

FTA Negotiator

GCC Section

Ministry of Finance

Tel.: 971-4-3110623

Fax: 971-4-3939724

Mobile: 971-501193339

E-mail: rmalshamsi@mof. gov.ae

Yemen

Ms. Amani Zabara

Director of International Economic Studies

Economic Studies and Forecasting Sector

Ministry of Planning and International
Cooperation

Tel.: 967-1-250106

Fax: 967-1-239706

Mobile: 967-736300090

E-mail: azabara.zabara@gmail.com

B. UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATIONS

The World Bank

Mr. Sergio Margulis

Marseille, France

Tel.: 33-491-992459

Mobile: 33-673-094731

E-mail: smargulis@worldbank.org

International Finance Corporation

Mr. Mohammed Taha Rafi
Karachi, Pakistan

Tel.: 92-21-35610065

Fax: 92-21-35610153
Mobile: 92-302-8296723
E-mail: mrafi@ifc.org
Web: www.ifc.org

United Nations Environment Programme

Mr. Farid Yaker

Programme Officer

Division of Technology, Industry and Economics
Sustainable Consumption and Production Branch
Tel.: 33-0-1-44377634

Fax: 33-0-1-44371474

E-mail: Farid. Yaker@unep.org

Web: www.unep.fi/scp/procurement/

United Nations Environment Programme,
Regional Office for West Asia

Mr. Fareed 1. Bushehri

Regional DTIE Officer,

Manama, Bahrain

Tel.: 973-17812770/17812777, Ext.: 770
Fax: 973-17825110/1

Mobile: 973-36044855/39661161
E-mail: fareed.bushehri@unep.org

Web: www.unep.org.bh

United Nations Development Programme

Mr. Francesco Bicciato

Chief Technical Advisor

Lebanon

Tel/Fax: 961-1-981935

Mobile: 961-3-193049

E-mail: francesco.bicciato@undp.org

C. REGIONAL AND NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

Mr. Clive George

Senior Fellow

Institute for Development Policy and
Management

University of Manchester

United Kingdom

Tel.: 44-1606-882183

E-mail: clivegeorge@btinternet.com

Mr. Najib Saab
Secretary General

Arab Forum for Environment and Development

(AFED)
Lebanon
Tel.: 961-1-321800
Fax: 961-1-321900
E-mail: nsaab@afedonline.org
Web: www.afedonline.org




Mr. Walid Marrouch

Assistant Professor

Department of Economics and Finance
School of Business

Lebanese American University
Lebanon

Tel.: 961-1-786456, Ext.: 1517

Fax: 961-1-786456, Ext.: 1627
Mobile: 961-3-493919

E-mail: walid.marrouch@lau.edu.lb
Web: www.lau.edu.lb

Mr. Atif A. Kubursi

Professor of Economics
McMaster University

Ontario, Canada

Tel.: 905-525-9140, Ext.: 23809
Fax: 905-521-8232

E-mail: kubursi@mcmaster.ca

Mr. Jihad Azour

Former Minister of Finance
Lebanon

Mobile: 961-3-679777

E-mail: Jihad.Azour@booz.com
Web: www.booz.com

Mr. Tansel Kilicarslan
Booz & Company
Dubai Internet City
United Arab Emirates
Tel.: 971-4-3900260
Mobile: 971-506679225

E-mail: Tansel.kilicarslan@booz.com
Web: www.booz.com

Ms. Lamia Moubayed

Head

Institut des Finances- Basil Fuleihan
Lebanon

Tel.: 961-1-425147/9, Ext.: 340
Fax: 961-1-426860

Mobile: 961-3-377499

E-mail: LamiaM@finance.gov.lb

Web: www.if.org.lb

Ms. Rola Darwish

Manager of External Relations
Institut des Finances- Basil Fuleihan
Lebanon

Tel.: 961-1-425147/9, Ext.: 521

Fax: 961-1-426860

Mobile: 961-3-644165

E-mail: r.darwish@if.org.1b

Web: www.if.org.lb
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Ms. Rana Rizkallah

Procurement officer

Institut des Finances - Basil Fuleihan
Lebanon

Tel.: 961-1-425147/9, Ext.: 311

Fax: 961-1-426860

E-mail: ranarizkal@finance.gov.lb

Web: www.if.org.lb

Ms. Basma Abdel Khalek
Programme coordinator

Institut des Finances - Basil Fuleihan
Lebanon

Tel.: 961-1-425147/9, Ext.: 505

Fax: 961-1-426860

Mobile: 961-3-431464

E-mail: basmaabk@ finance.gov.lb

Web: www.if.org.lb

Ms. Jessika Wakim
Coordinator of the Committee for Trade
Agreements

Chamber of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture
of Beirut and Mount Lebanon (CCIABML)

Tel.: 961-1-353390/1, Ext.: 266
E-mail: relex@ccib.org.lb

Web: www.ccib.org.lb

Mr. Djamel Eddine Djaballah
Director

Department of Environment, Housing and

Sustainable Development
League of Arab States
Egypt
Tel.: 202-5750511, Ext.: 3613
Fax: 202-5743023
Mobile: 20-106049566
E-mail: Envsusdev.dept@]las.int
Web: www.arableagueonline.org

Ms. Yasmin Teima

Department of Environment

Housing and Sustainable Development
League of Arab States

Egypt

Tel.: 202-25750511, Ext.: 3667

Fax: 202-25743023

Mobile: 20-101677610

E-mail: yasmin.teima@hotmail.com
Web: www.lasportal.org




Mr. Ali Awdeh

Director-Research & DIC

Union of Arab Banks

Lebanon

Tel.: 961-1-377800 (Office), 961-1-364881/5/7
961-1-364957, 961-1-785711/2/3

E-mail: ali.awdeh@uabonline.org

Web: www.uabonline.org

D. ESCWA SECRETARIAT

Ms. Anhar Hegazi
Deputy Executive Secretary
Tel.: 961-1-978805

E-mail: hegazi@un.org

Ms. Roula Majdalani

Director

Sustainable Development and Productivity
Division (SDPD)

Tel.: 961-1-978502

E-mail: majdalani@un.org

Ms. Ramla Khalidi

Chief, Technical Cooperation Section (TCS)

Programme Planning and Technical Cooperation
Division (PPTCD)

Tel.: 961-1-978419

E-mail: khalidir@un.org

Ms. Carol Chouchani Cherfane

Chief

Water Resources Section (WRS)

Sustainable Development and Productivity
Division (SDPD)

Tel.: 961-1-978518

E-mail: chouchanicherfane@un.org

Ms. Wafaa AboulHosn

Team Leader, Energy and Environment Statistics
Statistics Division (SD)

Tel.: 961-1-978353

E-mail: aboulhosn@un.org

Mr. Riccardo Mesiano

First Economic Affairs Officer

Productive Sectors Section (PSS)

Sustainable Development and Productivity
Division (SDPD)

Tel.: 961-1-978568

E-mail: mesiano@un.org
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Mr. Fidéle Byiringiro

First Economic Affairs Officer

Productive Sectors Section (PSS)

Sustainable Development and Productivity
Division (SDPD)

Tel.: 961-1-978519

E-mail: byiringiro@un.org

Mr. Robert Travers

Senior Economic Affairs Officer

Productive Sectors Section (PSS)

Sustainable Development and Productivity
Division (SDPD)

Tel.: 961-1-978560

E-mail: traversr@un.org

Ms. Rima Ariss

First Economic Affairs Officer

Economic Development and Globalization
Division (EDGD)

Tel.: 961-1-978480

E-mail: ariss@un.org

Ms. Micheline Matta

Associate Economics Affairs Officer

Productive Sectors Section (PSS)

Sustainable Development and Productivity
Division (SDPD)

Tel.: 961-1-978521

E-mail: matta@un.org

Ms. Jana El Baba

Research Assistant

Productive Sectors Section (PSS)

Sustainable Development and Productivity
Division (SDPD)

Tel.: 961-1-978505

E-mail: elbaba@un.org

Ms. Rita Wehbe
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Productive Sectors Section (PSS)

Sustainable Development and Productivity
Division (SDPD)

Tel.: 961-1-978513

E-mail: wehbe@un.org
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