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Ac¢dendun

. .The cgmments_reCeived from the Govermnments of Burma, Czechoslovekia, Libya

and lligeria are a&s follows:

TURMA
[Original: English]

Burma. agrees in princivle to the draft arﬁicles as prepared by the Working .
CGroup for it is the policy of the Revolutionaery Council to récognize the right of.
everyone rIreely fo,pfofess end pra~tice his religion. Bwrma, however, reserves
her position &s to the actual contenss of the draft articles. The said articles are
six in nurkber and deal with the freedom of thought, conscierce and religion and
being mere draft articlas rrepared b? the Werkirg Group, Burma would not commit

herself to ithe actusl wordings in these draft erticles..

CZECEISLOVAKIA |
[Criginal: English/
The competent auihorities of the Czechoslovak Socialist“RepuBlic have
carefully studied the preliminary draft declaration on the Elimination of All
Forms of Religicus Intolerance, worked out by the Sub-Commission on the Prevention
of Discrimination and Frotection of Minorities, as well as the report of the

Proceedings in the Coamission for Human Rights with regard to this question.
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_ The problemsldealt with in the proposed Declaration are certainly very

v'bompiicated; nbt only with regard to the great number of religious creeds,
denominetions and confessions‘presenfly existing in the world but also because due
o the rapid development of science and technology in cur epoch, there are living
in the world millions of:-'people vho do not adhexr %a any réligiohlaﬁd sﬁpport

the ideas of atheism. .

Any 1nterna*ional revulaflon o? Lhe problem of religious intolerance must
therefore take this serious fact into aqpvuat, if such regulation is expected
to fulfil its mission. This applies with equgl force to the prepared Declaration
on the eliminetion of all forms of religicus ihtolerance. The preliuinary draft
Declaration, however, does not take due regard to these facts and unjustly proceeds
purely from the standpoint of thos® persons vho are members of some religion or
creed arnd fails to take into proper account. the egual rights and equal status of
atheists. Therefg:e, it will be necessary to alter the one-sided conception of the
draft Declaration in the course of future negotiations on this subject in such a
way'as to afford the necessary protection not oniy to believing'perSOns butbglso :
to atheists because only in such a way can +h1v Declaration benome a just N
imternatﬂonal document which would cun5u1tute a uontvlbutlon in the sphere of
 international pr otection of human rlghto and ‘fundemental freedoms. Cvechcslovakia
expects that it will be poseible in “the inJercbt of a fruitful 1nternaLlonul
‘co—opération in the sphere of human righuq to reach e universally acceptab;e
agreement in this respect. j ‘ . -

In her nabionsl regulation of the fundgmental human rights,‘including the
freedom of religion and confession, Czéchosiovékia proceeds from & ccmplete
equality between believers in whatever crasd, and hon-believers.u The basic lew
or the land - the Constitution of 1260 - expressiy stipulates in its Article 20
thet ill c1thona anll have equal rightc nnd equel duﬁies; als” the freedom of
rellglon is 61arant°ca under tre (o n“tLLution and everyone is free to adhere to
any rellbion or bec an at FeLst and evpry bel iever is free to worship or prectice
rnliglﬂq in anj Wwey. as far a8 1t is not in confllct with the law. Under Section 198
of the Czechoblovak Penal Law any vituperation of groups of people because of

their religion or because they are atheists is punlshgble under the Law.
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In Czechoslovakia, there exilst seventeen churches and religious groups. All
these churches and religious groups have their own property (churcn buildings,
pariches and other housing or movable propefty) znd are.entifled to ecquire income
through ways and neans customary in the given church. If the income of some
churches is not large enough tovcover_their.meterial expenses, the State grants
then, pursuanﬁ to Act No. 218/1949 of the Colleziion of laws, concerning Economic
Maintenance of Churches and Raligious Groups Ly the State, subsidies for the
payment 6f such erpenditures. &part from vhab, the State pays salaries to the
priests of all churches. , _i _

Education of the divines is off red in Czechoslovakia at six Faculties of
Divinity: at the Roman Catholic TFaculty of’Divinity of Cyril and Methodius at
Litoméyice, “he Comenius Evangeiical Taculty of Divinity in Prague; at the
Czechoslovak Church Feculty of Divinity of Jan Hus in Prague; at the Roman
Catholic Faculty of Divinity in Brahislava, at the Slovak Evangelic Faculty of
Divinity in Bratislava cnd at the Russiarn Orthcedox Faculty of Divinity at Presov.

Religious instruction is accessible to the second grade end up to the
sevenfh grade pvpils directly in schools upon explicit.request wade *y the pupils?
pareants before thé sterc of every respective school year.

4 A1l chirches and religious groups have the right of publishing their own
newspapers and magazines, prayer tooks end other religicus literature. At the
present tine, there appear seventcen Chtrcﬁ jorrnals end ncwspapers in
Czechosloizkia.

The Czech Catholic‘Charity tokes cara of_cld divines. and cthar religious
persons o longer cepable of work, provides for them in its social institutions,
and also runs & manufacture cf devobicazl end religious articles. The Catholic
Charity also owns shops where the Fucharist for the cblation and robes for the
priests as well as church furnitures arz velng preduced, occording to Church
prescriptions.

There are &lso several pllgrimege pleces in Czechoslovaekia where believers
travel regularly or for spéciél festivals. For Instance, in 1963, some 60,000
pilgrims visited the pilgrimage place of Velehrad. '

Jewish believers strictly ouserve kosher of_méat and wine. There exist

special ritual restaurants and ritual baths in mazny towns.
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The ecumenical activities:of the;churches-arelconcentrated‘in'theiEcuméhical
Courcil of Churches which publishes its. .own paper, the "Kostrické jickry". There
also exists en ecumenical sssociation: called "Kostnickéd jednote” end various other
asscciations, such as the Union of the Clergy of the Evangelical Church of Czéch
Brethfen_ahd,similar groups of the Czechicslovak, Tutheren end-Reformish churches:

- - Czechoslovek churches maixn ‘tain extens: ve coibacts with churches~in other
countries and all of. them have reguler coantdcts with their headquarters abroad.
Mary members.of Czechoslovak churches are elected representatives of world church
centres. They are first of all the World Council of Churches, the :World ILutheran
Association, Wbrld’Présbyuerian Alliance, Worid Eaptist Union, World Conference of
the Methedist Church, The World Reformist Unicn, Internationgl Couneil of
Congregationsl Churches, World Associaiion of the Free Confession atc. '
.Repreéentat*veq of the Czechoslovak Churches elso participéte in'the work of the*j‘
~ European sectLons of the said World Church centres and further Europoan church

orgaplzutlons.

LIBYA
[Origiral: English/

The Constitution of Libya, a State in whick Islam is the official-religion;
ensures full freedom-of religion-and belief., Airbiele 21 cf the Constitution,
states: '"Treedom of conscience shell ensure to Libyans snd foreignsrs .residing
. - o . 7 N
in 1tsnﬁerr1tory freedom of coascience :and the right freely to practice religion
so long as it is not a breach of publiic order arni is not contrary to morality."

The Goverament of Tibtya belleves that the draft Declaration proposed by the-.
Sub- Cnmm1b¢1on on Prevention of Diceriminavion and Protection of Minorities, was

more specific. end more accurate, thus, it goes in line with the drinciplies of. the

United Nations Charter and the Universal Teclaration of Fuman Fights.
In reSyeCL with the report and the texts of the six articles as prepared by

o~

the woxking group, the Covernmert of ILibya feels that it
and "belief", since they were terms that were well understood

was unnecessary to define

the terus "religion”

in United. Nations usage. R o S N T,
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However, the Govermment of Libya suggects the following paragraph to be
included seperately or under Article VI of the texts prepared by the working
group: "Bveryore has the right to make pilgrimage “o sites held in veneration,

whether inside or outside his country, end every State shall grant freedom of

accese to these places."
Fxcept for the word “sbtroad" in the square brackets mentioned in paragraph B

of Article VI, which the Govermment of Libya suggests to be expelled, there is
no objection for the use of the rest of tie werds in square brackets on which
no agreemznt was reached by the woriking group. Furthermore, it is Suggestéd that
the fbliowing paregraph be included'in'any draft declaration proposed on this

subject: S ,
"No stipulation in these texts shall préjudice the right of countries
embracing ecclesiastical faitiis in pronibiting atheistic publicetions in
their territories.” ,

NIGERTA
Zﬁfiginal: Englis§7

The IMigerian Government has no objection to the &reft Declaration.
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