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The comments received from the Governments of Burma, Caechoslovakia, Libya 
and Nigeria are as foLlows: 

BJRL'IA 

/Original: E n g l i s h / 

Burma agrees i n pr i n c i p l e to the draft a r t i c l e s as prepared by the Working 
Group for i t i s the policy of the Revolutionary Council to recognize the right of 
everyone f r e e l y to,profess end pra?t i c e h i s r e l i g i o n . Burma, however, reserves 
her position as to the. actual contents of the 'iraft a r t i c l e s . The said a r t i c l e s are 
s i x i n number and deal with the freedom of thoijght, conE.cier.ee and r e l i g i o n and 
being mere draft a r t l e i s s prepared by the ¥ork-.r.g Grofip, Biirma would not commit 
herself to the act'oe-l wordings i n these draft a r t i c l e s . . 

CZEGEOSLOVAKIA 

/^Original: E n g l i s h / 

The competent authorities of the Czechoslovak S o c i a l i s t Republic have 
ca r e f u l l y studied the preliminary draft declaration cn the Elimination of A l l 
Forms of Religious Intolerance, worked out'by the Sub-Commission on the Prevention 
of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, as we l l as the report of the 
Proceedings i n the GonHnission for Human Rights with regard to t h i s question. 
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The problems dealt with i n the proposed Declaration eire c e r t a i n l y veiy 
complicated; not only with regard to the gi'eat number of a-eligious creeds, 
denojninations and confessions presently e x i s t i n g i n the world but also because due 
to the rapid development of science and technology i n cur epoch, there are l i v i n g 
i n the world millions of. people who do not adhere to any r e l i g i o n and support 
the ideas of atheism. 

Any international regulation of the proniara of r e l i g i o u s intolerance must 
therefore take t h i s serious fa c t into account, i f such regulation i s expected 
to f u l f i l i t s mission. OJhis applies with eg-aal force to the prepared Declaration 
on the elimination of a l l forms of reli g i o u s intolerance. The preliminary draft 
Declaration, however, does ,not take due regard to these f a c t s and unjustly proceeds 
purely fron the standpoint of thosfe persons vrho are members of some r e l i g i o n or 
creed and f a l l s to take into proper account.the equal rights and equal status of 
at h e i s t s . Therefore, i t w i l l be necessary to a l t e r the one-sided conception of the 
draft Declaration i n the course of future negotiations on t h i s subject i n such a 
way as to afford the necessai-y protection not only to believing persons but also 
to a t h e i s t s because only i n such a way can t h i s Declaration become a j u s t 
International dociiment which would constitute a contribution i n the sphere of 
international protection of htiiaan rights and fundamental freedoms. Csechcslovakia 
expects that i t w i l l be possible i n the i n t e r e s t of a fr u l t f ' a l international 
co-operation i n the sphere of human rights to leach a uiJ.versally acceptable 
agreement i n t h i s respect. 

In her national regiJ-atlon of the fundamental human r i g h t s , including the 
freedom of r e l i g i o n and confession, CzechOvSlovakia proceeds from a complete 
equality between believers i n whatev^er craed, and non-believers. The basic Lew 
of the land - the Constitution of 19^0 -.expressly stipulates i n I t s A r t i c l e 20 
that a l l c i t i z e n s s h a l l have equal rights and equal duties; also, the freedom of 
r e l i g i o n i s guaranteed under .the Constitution and everyone i s free to adhere to 
any r e l i g i o n or be an atheist and every believer i s free to worship or pr a c t i c e 
r e l i g i o n i n any way, as f a r as i t i s not i n c o n f l i c t with the law. Under Section I98 
of the Czechoslovak Penal Law, any vituperation of groups of people because of 
t h e i r .religion or because they are atheists i s punishable under the law. 
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In Czechoslova.kia, there e x i s t . seventeen chiurches and reli g i o u s groups. A l l 
these churches and reli g i o u s groups .have t h e i r own property (church buildings, 
parishes and other housing or mov-able property) and are en t i t l e d tp acquire income 
thro?ugh vays and ceans customary i n the given church. I f the incoiiie of some 
churches i s not large eno-ogh to cover, t h s l r meteria], expenses, the State grants 
them., pursuant to Act No. 2l8/igh9 of the CollecLiou of Laws, concerning Economic 
Maintenance of Chi;rches and Religious. Gioups by the State, subsidies for the 
payment of such expendit"ures. Apart from that, the State pays s a l a r i e s to the 
p r i e s t s of a l l churches. 

Education of the divines i s offered i n Czechoslovakia at s i x f a c u l t i e s of 
Divi n i t y : at the Roman Catholic Faculty of Di v i n i t y of Q y r i l and Methodius a t 
Litomerlce, the Comenlus Evangelical Facility,of D i v i n i t y i n Prague, at the 
Czechoslo\';ak Ciaurch Faculty of Divi n i t y of Jan Hus i n Prague, at the Roman 
Catholic Facultj'- of Divinity i n Br a t i s l a v a , at the Slovak Evangelic Faculty of 
Divin i t y i n Eratisla^'B, and at the Russian Orthodox Faculty of Di v i n i t y at Presov. • 

Religious instruction i s accessible to the second grade and up to the 
seventh grade pupils d i r e c t l y i n schools upon e x p l i c i t request made t y the pupils' 
parents before the s t a r t of every respective school year. 

A l l ch-i.;rch,es and reli g i o u s groups have the right of puhlishing t h e i r own 
newspspei'S and magazines, pi-ayer 'books end other re l i g i o u s l i t e r a t u r e . At the 
present time, there appear seventeen CliiTch jo-arnals and newspapers i n 
CzechoElo-i^ikia. 

The Czech Catholic Charity takes care of old divines, and other re l i g i o u s 
persons no longer capable of work, prc/ides fo}-- them i n i t s socia,l i n s t i t u t i o n s , 
and also rur.s a manufactixre c f devotional and re l i g i o u s a r t i c l e s . The Catholic 
Charity also owr.s shops where the Eucharist for the oblation and robes for the 
p r i e s t s as v/ell as cniirch fiurniturcs are being produced, o.ccording to Qiurch 
prescriptions. 

There are also several pilgrimage places i n Czechoslovakia where believers 
t r a v e l regularly or for s p e c i a l f e s t i v a l s . For instance, in' 1965̂  some 6o,000 
pilgrims visited, the pilgrimage place of Velehrad. 

Jewish believers s t r i c t l y ot-serve kosher c f meat and wine. There e x i s t 
s p e c i a l r i t u a l restaurants and r i t u a l baths i n many tovms. 
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The ecianenical.activities-of the chm-ches are concentrated i n the Ecjmienical 
Coxmcil of Churches which publishes i t s oira paper, the "'Kos'tiiick4 j i t k r y " . Tiiere 
also exists, an ectunenical association' c a l l e d "Kostnicka jednots" and various other 
associations, such as the Union of the Clergy of the E^mngelical Church of Czech 
Brethren and s i m i l a r groups of the Caechcslovak, I.-uther£.n end• Reformist churches; 

CzechoslovB-k churches maintain extensive contacts with churches i n other 
countries and aJ.l of. them have reguip.r contacts '.'ith, t h e i r headquarters ahroad. 
Many members ..of Czechoslovak churches are elected representatives of world churcli 
centres. They are f i r s t of a l l the World Council of Churches,, the World Lutheran 
Association, World Presbyterian Alliance,- World Baptist Union, World Conference of 
the Methodist. Church, Tne World Reformist. Union, International Council- of 
Congregational Churches, World Association of the Free Coxifession ?2tc'. 
Representatives of the Czechoslovak Cliurches also participate i n the vork of the • 
European sections of the said World Church centres and further European church' 
organizations. - •• ' • • ' •' -

/^Original: E n g l i s h / 

The Con.stitution of Libya, a Stat? i n which Icla^r. i s the o f f i c i a l - r e l i g i o n > . 
ensures f u l l freedom of religion-and "belief. Ar'i.-iole 21 c f the Constitution, 
states; "Freedom of conscience s h a l l ensure to Libyans and foreigner's..residing 
i n i t s ..territory freedom of oonRcience '-and t?ie r i ^ L t f r e e l y to practice r e l i g i o n 
so long as i t i s not a breach of - public order and i s not contrary to morality."• 

The .Government of Libya believes that the d.raft Declaration proposed by the-. 
Sub-Commission on Preyention of Die crimination and. Protection, of;. Minorities, was. .. 
more specific, and more accurate, thus, ib: goes i n l i n e with- the pr.tnciples of. the 
United Nations Charter and the Universal Eeclaration of Euman F;ights. 

In. respect -with the report and the tenets of the s i x a r t i c l e s ' as prepared by 
the working group, the- Goverxaient of Libya f e e l s that i t was unnecessary to define 
the terms "religion'' and " b e l i e f " , since, they were .terms that were w e l l understood 
i n United. Nations .usage. . . . - . . ' - • 

/... 
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Howsver, the Government of L i t y a siiggeffts the follcwlng paragraph to he 
included separately or under ArticJ..e VI of the texts prepared by the vorking 
group: "Everyone has the r i g h t to make pilgr5jr§ge to s i t e s held i n vertei-stlon, 
whether inside or outside h i s country, and every State s h a l l grant freedoin of 
access to these places." 

Except for the word "abroad" i n the Bqmre brackets mentioned i n pBragrBph B 
of A r t i c l e VI, which the Government of Libya suggests to be expelled, there i s 
no objection for the use of the r e s t of the words i n sqv&re brackets on ifhich 
no agreement was reached by the worla'.ng group. Furthermore, i t i s suggested that 
the following paragraph be included i n en̂ >̂  draft declaration proposed on t h i s 
subject: 

"No stipuJLation i n these texts s h a l l prejudice the rig.ht of countries 
embracing e c c l e s i a s t i c a l f a i t h s i n prohibiting a t h e i s t i c publications i n 
t h e i r t e r r i t o r i e s . " 

NIGERIA 

/Orig i n a l : English/ 

The Nigerian Government has no objection to the flraft Eeclaration. 


