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Special Report of the Commission on Human
Rights on Item 3: 'Freedom of Informatlon
of its fifteenth ses31on '

Rapporteur: Mr. Ismat T. Kittani (Iraq)

Introduction

1. In its resolution 6 (XIV) the Commission on Human Rights requested the
Economic and Social Council, and, through 1t UNESCO and other specialized

agencies concerned to initiate action to cons;der .and implement the suggestions
of .the Committee on Freedom of«Information.(E/CN.h/762) concerning the development
of media of information in under-defelopedbEOuntriee and decided to consider the
' other suggestlons of the Committee at -its fifteenth session in compliance with
such’ dec151ons as the Gemeral Assembly might take. In,resolutidn 7 (XIV), the
Comm1551on, Having considered General Assembly resolution-1189 B (XII), decided to
consider at its fifteenth session, in the ligh£ of discussione_and such decisions
as the General Assembly'might take during its thirteenth sesSion, such.procedures
as might be expedient to ensure constant review of problems of freedom of
information. : | . ) .

2. The Economic and Social Council, in resolution 683 C (XXVI), requested the
Secretary-General to seek the observaticns of Member Statés the specialized
agencies and non-govermmental organizations on the report of the Committee on
Freedom of Information, and requested the Commission to complete its
recommendations on freedem of information in the light of -the report of its
Committee and the commentsvreceived, for review by the Council,

3. The General Assembly, in resolution 1313 A'(XIII), expressed the hope that the
Counecil, taking into accouﬁt recommendations of the Commission to be submitted in

m
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.ase to-Council resolution 683 C :(XXVI), would at its twenty-eighth session -
-- -Alate a programme of concrete:action for theidevelopmentnOf'information
%nterprises in under~developed countries, and,invlted the Council to reguest the
QOmmission.to give particuler attention to procedures by which constant review of
problems of providing technical assistance to under-developed countries might be
assured and'tovreport.regularly to the Council on progress in this field. . In
accordance with a decision taken by the Council at its resumed twenty~-sizxth session,
the resolution of the General Assembly'waS'transmitted to the Commission with. the N |
request that it consider it suff1c1ently’early at its flfteenth session to enable
it to report to the Council at its twenty-seventh session (E/CN. h/77h)

u;, Having before it the sbove~mentioned resolutions, the report of its Committee .
on Freedom of Infermation (E/CN. h/762 and Corr.l) and the comments by Member States
(E/CN 4/771 and Add. 1-5), specialized agencies (E/CN.4/TT72 and Add.l) and non-
gevernmental organizations. (E/CN 4/773), the’ Commlssion discussed the item at its
6llth te 617th meetlngs. i '

-Preposals submitted to the Commission

2+ Two draft resolutlons and several ‘amendments were submitted to the Commi351on.'
6. The flrst proposal, by the representatlves of Ceylon, Indla, Iran, Italy, a
Mexico, the Philippines and the Unlted States (E/CN. h/L 511), was revised |

' (E/CN L/L, 5ll/Rev.l) and undervent changes to incorporate certain oral suggestions.

The Secretary-General submltted a statement of the financlal and other. impllcations
of that proposal (E/CN L/L. 511/Add 1). The Secretary-General's statement w1ll be
found in the annex to this special report. B B A
7; The preamble of the seven~Power draft resolution (E/CN.L /L. Sll/Rev 1, as orally
revised) contalned two paragraphs, under which the Comm1531on on Human nghts
would note (l) the suggestlons and observations of the Committee on Freedom of
Informatlon concernlng the development of infermatlon medla in under-developed
countries, and (2) the action already undertaken by UNESCO in this field. The
'second paragraph was added upon the proposal of the representatlve of France

(E/CN L/L. 513) o C '

8. In the flrst paragraph of the operatlve part, the Comm1551on would decide to

revlew "developments affectlng freedom of information includlng the problems of

/e
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providing technical ‘assistance ‘to under-developed ‘countries -in-the field of
‘ information as -a regular item on its agendes Pho :
9. .In the second paragraph of .the-operative. part,-it was recommended that: the

Economic and Social Council, having-recalled inter alia its resolution 683 C (XXVI)

{proposal by France, E/CN.4/L.513),. General‘Assembly'resolution 1189 B (XII).. -~
(suggestion by Iraq) and General Assembly resolutioft 1313 (XIIIL}, should adopt a
resolution in:two parts, A and B, as follows: e e T
10+ -.Under part-A, paragraph 1, the. Council would. "note with approval" the
suggestions. contained in paragraph 9 and.the.conclusions in. paragraph 12~ of'the
report of the. Committee: on. Freedom of. Information concerning- the development of .

Ty

1nformation-media;in'under-developed countries. -The reference to paragraph 12 of -~

'the'Committee’s3report‘was included'uponlthe‘suggestionlof the representative of .
Polanda: e T SO : ’ N T e
11, -The -second paragraph of part A would request UNESCO to undertake. a survey of -

the problems of providing technical assistance to under-developed countries in - .

the field of iaformat ion, and to forward its report and recommendations to the
Commission on Human Rights and to the Economic and Soc1al Council before the
summer of 1961 so as to enable the Council to evaluate the reqpirements Tfor

implementation of such programme. The recommendation that UNESCO should report to :

the Commiss1on on Human Rights as well as to the COUhCll was 1ncluded upon the
proposal of the representative of France (E/CN h/L.Blﬁ) Changes sugg,sted orally
were made to spe01fy that UNESCO would undertake a survey within the scope of its..
programme", and that the Council should evaluate the reqniiements of "the programme
envissged in resolttion [TBl} (XIII) of the General Assembl;f '

12,: In part B, paragraph 1, of the draft, the Council would note with approval
the Comm1551on's decision to review "developments affecting Freedom of Information,
including the problems of providing technical a551stance to under-developed )
countries in the field of information", as a regular 1tem on its. agenda. The mjf,
original draft (E/CN h/L Sll) contained the formula "new developments affecting |
freedom of information without specific reference to technical assistance. '
13, Under paragraph 2 of part B, the Secretary-General would be requested (a) to :
submit to the Commission annual reports on "developments affecting freedom of

1nformation, including the problem of providing technical assistance to ; .
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under-developed countries in the field of information" on the basis of material
furnished by UNESCO and other interested speciallzed agenc1es ~as well as any other
information available", and (b) to prepare a substantive report for submlsslon to
the Coun01l in. 1961 on "developments in. the field of freedom of informatlon ‘since
l95h" "including", inter alia, "developments in the fac1llt1es for the free flow of
information .into and out of under-developed countries"; such report was to be made_
in co-operation with "the member governments, the speclalized agencies,

| particularly UNESCO, non-governmental organizations in consultatlve status and
the professional organlzatlons concerned, ‘both national and 1nternatlonal"

14, The representative of France withdrew his amendments (E/CN.4/L. 513) all of
_ which had been accepted by the authors of the draft resolution.
15. The representative of the United Klngdom submitted amendments (E/CN.l4/L. 515)‘
to replace paragraph 1 of part A of the draft resolution for the Economic and ,
Social Council by .two paragraphs under which the Council would (1) "express .
appreciation ofAthe work done by the Committee on Freedom ofAIoformation", and
(2) invite UNESCO and other specialized agencies concerned "... to consider and
implement, wherever possible and as expeditiously as possible (taking due account
of the observations which have been made by governments, specialized agencies and.
non-go&ernmental organizations) the suggestions in paragraph 9 of the Report
>concern1ng the development of media of information in under=developed countrles
16. The representative of the Ukrainian SSR submitted amendments
(E/CN.U4/L.51k/Rev.1) as follows: , e
(a) ‘The first amendment was to delete the words "freedom of information,
ineluding" from the first operative paragraph of the joint draft resolution,
s0 that the Commission would decide to review only developments affecting
"the problem of providing technical assistance to under-developed countries in
the fleld of 1nformat10n , as a regular 1tem on its agenda;
(b) The same changes were proposed in paragraphs 1 and 2 (a) of part B, thus
limiting the scope of the proposed annual reports by the Secretary-General
to "developments affectlng ‘the problem of providing technical a351stance to
under-developed countrles in the field of 1nformat10n H
(c) The last amendment by the Ukralnlan SSR, relating to paragraph 2 (b) of
" rart B, called upon the Se»retary-General to submlt to the Council a

Jeue
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substantive report , -not ‘on ""dévélopiiients*in— theé field of freedom of information”
- as a whole, but on "the provision of tecﬁﬁicalfé8sistance'to under<developed . -
countries in the field of ‘freedoni of information” since 1954, - The-latter:part
‘of the paragraph, beginning with thé word "including" was to be deleted.

17. At“the 617tk meeting of the Commission, ‘thé representative of the USSR crally -
proposéd that the words Maccurate and undistorted” be inserted between the words
"free flow of" ‘and the word "information in the last phrase of paragraph 2 (b) of ,
part B. ' ’ ‘ | ‘ a
18. The second draft - resolution was submitted by the représentatives of Ceylon,
India, Tran and Iraq (E/CN.4/L.512); ‘later joined by the representative of Poland
(E/CN.4/L.512/Rev.1). Tt proposed that the Commission, taking note with approval
of the suggestlons ¢oncérning international ‘press cable rates contalned in ©
paragraph’ 9 (c) ‘of ‘the report of the Commitiee on Freedom of Information, should
'submlt the follow1ng draft resolution to the Economic and Social- Council for: -
adoptlon ' The Council, considering that high and divergent rates for internatlonal
press cables wer'e an impediment to the free flow of undistorted and accurate
information and to the development of international understandlng, and noting with .
commendation the efforts of the ITU, UNESCO end-other bodies towards reduction of
those rates, would express thé hope, in particular; that agrecments vould"be
reached-at the 1959 Conference of Plenipotentiaries of the ITU to bring into effect
reduced international press cable:rates; The words "undistorted and- accurate , to
qualify the word ' 1nformation 1n the preamble of the draft resolution for the
Economic and Social Council; were added in the revised draft. (E/CN h/L 512/Rev.l

which otherW1se was 1dentlcal with the original text.

Issues Discussed -

19. The Comm1ss1on, flrst, xamined the task 1t was to undertake at the current
session by v1rtue of the resolutlons concern ng Freedom of Informatlon recently
adopted by the Comm1s51on 1tself the Economlc and Soc1al Coun01l and the General
Assembly. In the oplnlon of some representatives, General Assembly ‘

resolution 1513 A (XIII), the authorlty of whlch was supreme, limlted the mandate :
| of the Comm1ss1on at 1ts fifteenth sesszon to the follow1ng tasks making

recommendatlons to the Counc1l on the development of information medla in

fees
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under-developed countries, andﬂespehl;shingfprqeedpres4by.gh;ch'egnstantareyieyQQQ‘:
problems of . providing technical assistance.to under-developed countries in the‘field
of information might be assured. All other aspects of Freedom of Information were
to be dealt with by the Assembly itself at its next session,_;p"eonnex1on with L
the draft Convention on Freedom of Informatlon. ' . ' .

20. By proposing that annual revievws be made of. developments affecting the whole
field of:Freedom of Information, the seven=Power draft resolution (B/cn. h/L 511/Rev.
operative paragraph l, - &and part B.of the draft: resolution -for the. Council) o
disregarded, in the view of those representatives, the Assembly's instructlons. e
The representetives who supported thie view stated that such a proposal was "'
designed to divert attentidn from the;wbrk;en-the draft Convention, The purposef_‘
of the Ukrainian,emendment (E/CN.4/L.514/Rev.l), as stated by its author, ‘wa.s to
bring the seven-Paower proposal into hap@onyAwith,Assembly'resolution 1313 A (XI;I).
21. The authors of the draft resolution.(E/CN.4/L.511/Rev.l) did not accept
those views. Their opinion, which was shared by the majority of the Commissiop,,
was that General Assembl& resolution 1313 A (XIII), while Placing the emphasis on
technical assistance, did not restrict the broad terms of reference contained

in Assembly resolution 1189 B (XII), Commission resolution 6 (XIV) and Council
resolution 683 C (XXVI),“.It:was_redelled,xfurthermore, that the Commission hadee
the right, and jindeed.the.duty to. concern iteelf with all aspects of Freedom of
Information;,as a part of its general:competence‘in theAf;elg_of Human‘Rights_set‘h
forth irn the Charter and in its terms of reference.. . ... .' ’ _ .

22, The COmm1551on considered, next, what course of action it should take at 1ts_,t
present. and future sessions. The consensue of oplnlon was., that the Commlssion
should .consider as a matter of priority, both at its present session and in the
_future, problems of. providing technlcal assistance to under=developed countrles in .
the field of 1nformat10n. A1l representatives agreed that the provision of adequate
media in that field wae a very .important prerequisite for the exercise of,the right
to freedom'of informatioh,'and would greatly.contribute,to the.maintenance of peace
and internationral- understanding, - _ ‘ _ o

.23. Some representatives, expressed their. readlness to con61der also, at the present
. session, the other ‘suggestions made by the: Committee on.Freedom of Information;

this procedure, accordlng~tp,them,,was,contemplateq.byﬁthe_Cqmmlsslon“itself in its

B . FAEI . B s . . . ’ Lo - . - .
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‘regolution 6 (XIV), Other representatives would restrict such-& debate to new
'questions ralsed in the observations recelved from Governments and specialized
agenc1es, they advised caution before undertaklng, at this- juncture, a dlscu551on-
of the political aspects of Freedom of Information which were to be considered by -~
the General Assembly in connexion with'the draft Convention. =~ o ‘
2L, Several representatlves expressed the- v1ew however that various matters
’directly connected with freedom of expression @nd the free flow of information -
-should never be neglected and might well deserve examination regularly at future ;
sessions. o ' 0 ' ' '
25. The Seven-Power draft resolution'reflected'those views by providing for an
annual- review of developments affecting freedom of information, including the
problems of prov1d1ng technical assistance to under-developed countries in the .-
1eld of informetion (E/CN.4/L. 511/Rev.1, operative paragraph 1), and by requesting
the Secretary-General to submit annual reports and a substantive report on the
entire field ¢f freedom of informatiod since 1954 (E/CN.4/L. Sll/Rev 1, part B,
- paragraphs 2 (a) and (b)). g
26. Against the proposed inclusion of the words "accurate and undistorted" to’
qualify the words "free flow 'of information" in part B, paragraph 2 (b) of the
draftl‘some representatives pointed out that the Secretary-General 's’ réeport would -
deal in any case with "the news sources ‘to whlch people have access"”. ‘Furthermore,
the text, if S0 amended might imply that the Commission would nét obJect to the °
transm1351on of distorted 1nformatlon into and out’ of technically developed
countries. The maJority of the Commi331on however agreed with that amendment
which, they felt vas in’ conformity with the wording of previous resolutions. -
27. Some representatlves drew attention to the statement of financiel and other -
implicetions by the Secretary-General (E/CN. h/L Sll/Add 1, reproduced in the Annex
to this. report) ' o ' :
28. 'The procedures best suited for promoting technical assistence to under-
developed countries in ‘the field of information were discussed- in-some detail. It
was proposed. (E/CN.M/L.Sll/Rev.l, part A, 1) that the'Council, in order to express
1ts concern for the development of information media‘ in under-developed countries,
should first note with approval the specific’suggestions and‘ conclusions on this
subject contalned in“the report” of the Cormittee on- Freedom of Information
(E/CN.A/L.sll/Rev.l, part A, paragraph 1). On the other ‘band, it wes sald in
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support of the United. Kingdom amendments (E/CN. h/L 515, paragraphs 1 and 2), that~the
Council would not be 1n a position to approve. all ‘the detailed suggestions of the .

Committee, and that the most adVisable procedure would -be to leave a broad ;p;;,~:~:
discretion to the spec1alized agencies for carrying those suggestions into: effect.. .

The majority of the Commiss1on, however, preferred the formula contained.-in. the

seven-Power proposal. ﬁ<'

29. In part A, paragraph 2 of the draft resolutlon, the Council would request
UNESCO. to undertake a’ survey of the problems of providing, technical aSSistance

to. under-developed countries in the field of information 0, as. to enable the',
'Council in 1961 to make an evaluation of the various requirements for implementation
of = programme of concrete action in that field. According to one representative,
asuch a proposal was not 1n harmony with operative paragraph 1 of General Assembly
resolution 1513 A (XIII) under Wthh the Commission 1tself was. -expected :to make
concrete recommendations to the Counc1l with regard to technical assistance.‘ The .
.ma1or1ty of the representatives, however, agreed w1th the ‘procedure. outlined in
the draft resolutlon.i They,stressed that the Commiss1on on Human. Rights, being .-
selzed of the reports by UNESCO, would be in a p051t10n to make its own
recommendations thereon. ' iy P

30. Commending the action already undertaken by UNESCO, several representatives
referred to various aspects of technical assistance to under-developed countries,
including professional training for information personnel provislon of sudio- =
visual equipment ‘and Low-cost radio receivers,»and efforts made to negotiate low
internationdl’ press cable rates.—/ Séme representatives expressed the view that
. the Commission should not overlook the ex1stence of under-developed areas within the
territories of States which, as a whole, were conSidered as technically developed.
_jl. The representative of UNESCO stated ‘that his organization would be ina
position, w1thin the scope of 1ts programme, to meet the request contained in the
seven-Power prop05al. The programme of UNESCo in that field contemplated a series'
of regional meetlngs and surveys over a period of years." .

32, It was suggested that the Economic and Social Counc1l should establish a study
group; including representatiVes ‘of the Secretariat the Technical A551stance Board
and ‘of - the/speCialized agencies, to consider the relevant surveys and reports, and

to recommend concrete measures for the development of information: media in

1/ Sée Infra, paras, 33 eand 34, . ‘ : o , feos
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\underedeVeloped cduntriés. The representative of UNESCO expressed the wish that
the Council give particular attention to the means of finan01ng any programme of
'technical a551stance in ‘the field of 1nformation which might evolve as. a result of
those surveys.v - ' o ’ ' - '
33. The authors of the’ five-Power draft resolutlon concerning press cable rates
(E/CN. h/L 512/Rev.l) stressed that, in order to promote an understanding of problems
ar151ng in' under-developed countrles, which was of particular 1mportance for the -
maintenance of peace, and-with a view to promoting the free flow of information for
Call peoples, measures should be taken to negotiate a low and, if p0551ble, a uniform
international press cable rate: _ _ o S
3k, Some doubts were expressed concerning the suggestion made by the Committee on
_Freedom of Information, that a uniform press rate might be established at the
United Nations Headquarters for messages sent by 1nformation personnel accredited |
to the United Nations and the spe01alized agenc1es,'a suggestion which would seem to
diccriminate against other information personnel. ‘The advisability of using the
formula "freé flow of undistorted and accurate information" in relation to press
cable rates was guestioned. Nevertheless, the substance of the draft resolution :

met with general agreement.
‘Voting
35. The‘voting took'place at the 61Tth meeting; Its. results concerning the

seven-Power draft resolution (E/CN h/L Sll/Rev 1) and amendments thereto were as
follows:
(a) the first amendment by the Ukrainian SSR (E/CN h/L slh/aev 1,
paragraph l relating to ‘the first paragraph of the operative part was
reJected by 3 votes to 10 with 5 abstentions, '
(b) the emendments by the United Kingdom (E/CN. L/L. 515, paras. ‘1 and 2),
xelatlng to. part A, paragraph l, of the proposal, were rejected by 5 votes to 9 -
w1th L abstentions, and 4 votes to 1l. w1th 5 abstentlons, respectively,
(c) the second amendment by the. Ukrainian SSR (E/CN. h/L Slh/Rev 1, para. 2),
relating to part B, paragraph l, of the. proposal was . reJected by 3 votes to 1l1-
vith 4 abstentions, N

[ees
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(d) : the third ‘amendment- by the Ukrainian'SSR (E/CN u/L 51k [Rev. 1, para. 3),
©. ‘rélating to. psrt-B, para: 2 (a) ‘6f the proposal was reJected by 3 votes to 1k
with 1+ abstention, : CEane I : o . '
- {e) ‘the. fourth -Emendment by’ the Ukrainian SSR (E/CN b/L. Slh/Rev.l, para. h), (
relating to part B, para, 2 (b) of the proposal, ‘was reaected by '3 votes to 12
"with 3 abstentions, R IR o C '
. . (£). the representatiVe of" the USSR+ reqpested a roll—call on hlS amendment
. (E/CN.4/SR.617) to insért-the words "accurate“and undistorted" between the’
words "free flow of" and "information" in part B, paragraph 2 (b) of the
+ proposal. ' The amendment was ‘adopted By 11 votes to 2 with 5-abstentions as

,

+ - follows:. L T P NS [ NRR I

In favour: -Argentinaj Ceylon, India, Iran, 'Iraq; Lebanon, Mexico, Phllippines,
~ -Poland; Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Unicn of Soviet

, - . Socialist Republics,’*ffvv"'* S T a
‘Against: - Chlna, Unlted Kingdom; , K .
Abstaining Belgium, France, Israel, Italy, United States ‘of America,
(g).. the representative: of Iraq requested a separate vote on paragraph 2 of
- part B of ‘the draft. resolution for the Council; ’ - .
(h) at the request of the representatlve of. the USSR, the vote was taken by
division on the seven-Power proposal (E/CN.4/L. Sll/Rev l as orally revised)
as amended. The voting was as follows: o o
‘ (1) the first paragraph of the preamble was unanimously adopted
"(J) the second paragraph of ‘the preamble was- unanimously adopted
(k) the first paragraph of the operative part, beginning with the word
"decides...", was adopted by 15 votes to ~none w1th 3 abstention; )
(1) the whole preamble of the draft resolution for the Economic and Soclal
Council was unanimously adopted; ' A ,’, e ‘
(m)-'Part_A, paragraph 1; was adopted by 16 votes to none with 2 abstentions;
_ (n)_*Part-A,,paragraph 2, 'asorally wrevised, was unanimously adopted;.’ .
(o) :Part.B,tparagraph‘l‘ﬁwas”adopted by 15 votes to nohe with 3 abstentions; |
(p) Part B, paragraph 2, as amended, was adopted'by-leavotes £6 2 with -
L abstehtions;- ' AU O R bt a - soee SR
(q) Part A as_a whole was- adopted by 17 votes to-none” with 1: abstention,
(r) Part.B.as a whole, as-amended-was adcopted by 12 votes to 2 with
L abstentions, R S S A PR T "i "‘f“'y;..
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(e) The draft resolution by Ceylon, India, Iran, Itely,'Mexico,Athe
Philippines and the United States (E/CN;h/L.Sll/Rev.loes,orally.revised),'as
a'whole, as amended, was adopted by 1k votes toAnone'with'h abstentions.

36. The voting on the draft resolution by Ceylon, India, Iran, Iraq and Poland

(E/CN:L/L. 512/Rev 1) was as follows:. . ‘ :

(a) At the request of the representatlve of the Uhlted Kingdom, a separate
vote was taken on the words - "with approval" oontalned in the. second paragraph
of the preamble. These words were retained, by 14 votes to 2-with
2 abstentions. _ _ o '
(v) - At{the request of the representative of China, a eepafateAvote was_taken
on‘the seeond sentence quoted in the second paragraph of tﬁe preamble. By
12 votes to none with 6 abstentions, it was decided to retain this sentence.
(c) At the ‘request of the representatlve of China, a separate vote was taken
on the words "undistorted and accurate"” in the first paragraph of the preamble
of the draft: resolution for the Economic and Social Council."By 10 votes to
2 with 6 abstentlons it was decided to retain those ‘words., o
(d) At the request of the representatlve of the United Kingdom, a separate
. vote was taken on the draft resolution for the Economlc and 5001al Council,
It was unanimously adopted.
(e) The draft resolution as & whole (E/CN L/L. 512/Rev l) was adopted by

17 votes to none with 1 abstention. .

Texts of the resolutions as adopted

Resolution 1 (XV)

'Freedom of Information.

The Commission on Human Rights,

. Egtigg the suggestlons and observatlons made by members of the Committee on
Freedom of Informatlon app01nted by the Commission at its _thirteenth session on
the development ‘of media of information in under developed countries as embodied
in their report (E/CN. h/762), . -
Noting the action already undertaken by UNESCO in this field E/5206),
Decides to review developments affectlng freedom of. 1nformatlon~including the
problems of providing technicael assistance to under-developed countrles in the

[ooo

field of 1nformation, as'a regular 1tem on its agenda"
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Recommends that the Economic and ‘Social Council adopt the following resohrmon
' The Economic and Social’ Council, 1

Recalling General Assembly resolutlons 1189 B (XII) and 1313 (XIII) and:
1ts resolution 683 C (XXVI) and the desire manifested in the United Nations

to ensure greater freedom of 1nformatlon, particularly in under-ﬂeveloped

countries,
Notlng the recommendateons of the Commission on Human Rights w1th

regard-to freedomvof-lnformatlon

.

1. Notes with approval the suggesticns contained in paraﬁraph 9 and

the conclu51ons in paragraph 12 of the report of the Committee on Freedom of
" Information (E/CN.4/762) concerning the development of media of information °
in under-developed countries. S S

C 2 » Requests UNESCO, in consultation with other specialized agencies
concerned, member_Governments and organlzations actlvelyoengaged in the field
of informafion to undertake, withio the scope of its pfogramme, a survey of
thelproblems of‘providing technical assistance to under-developed countrieé
in thaﬁ field, bearing in mind the cooclueions and suggestions in the report
_of the Committee on Freedom of Information concerning the development of medie
of information‘in under- deveioped'oountries,'and General Assembly : N
resolution 1313 (XIII), and forward its report and recommendatlons to the
Commission on Human Rights and to. the Economic and. Social Council befOre thef
summer of 1961 to enable the Council. to make an evalustion of the materlal,
financial and professional requlrements and resources for 1mplementat10n of
V the programme envisaged in.that resolution, including expert advice,_
fellowship awards, seminars and the provision of equipment and other

.facilities. -
"B

1. Notes with approval the decision of the Commlssion to review

developments affecting freedom of 1nformation, 1nclud1ng the problems of
.providing technical assistance to under-developed countries in the field of

information, as & regular'ited on its agenda.,
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2. Reguest "the - Secretary-General. R Lo
(a) To facilitate the Commission 8 regular reviews of thls subJect
by the provision.of an annual .report on developments affecting Freedom of
Information;;including‘thezproblems.ofiproviding_technicsl assistanceato
under-developed countries in'the field. of information, on the bacis of
meterial furnished by UNESCO and other 1nterested spec1allzed agen01es as’
well as any other: information available,: L
(b) To prepare in co-operation with the member Governments, the .
specialized agencies, particularly UNESCO, non-governmental organizations in
consultative status and the professional organizations concerned, both -
- natiorial and intérnational, a substantive report for submission to the
Z"Counoil in 1961 on developments in the field of freedom of ‘information since
o 'l95h;“includihg'in partioulsr-(i)*the?ﬁews-sources touwhich,yeoples'have
access, (ii) the extent to which they'receive news of the United Nations and
" its specialized agencies and their'work~for.peace,7andnﬁiii)}developments '
inithe’facilities for the free flow of accurate and undistorted information

into ‘and odt”ofiunder-aeveloped countries. -

Resolution 2 (XV)

~.Freedom of information

~The-Commission'Onlﬂuman‘Rights;' )
Having considered the report of the Committee on Freedom of Information.

(E/CN 4/762), - _
' Taslng note with approval of the suggestlon in paragraph 9: (c) .0f the report

_ vhich reads as follows~.-~f'

Expeditlous measures should be taken to negotiate a low and if possible a
uniform international press cable rate. A begiunning could be made at the
United Nations Headquarters by negotiatlng a uniform press rate for all
countries for press messages sent by information media personnel accredited
to’ the United Nations and its. specialized agencies.”

Recommends that the Economlc and Social Council adopt the following
resolution: '

“ e
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The Economic and Sociqleouagil,A
Consi dering that the exiatence of generally high and divergent rates

of undlstorted and accurate informatian gnd to the development of international
understanding,

Notlng with commendation the effortg§ of the International
Telecommunications Union, UNESCO apd other bodies towards reduction of
international press cable ratn@@

Eggresses the hope that guch effortes will be continued and that in
particuler at the forthcoming Conference of Plenipotentiaries of the
International Telecommunications Upion to be held in October 1959,
agreements will be reached %o tring into effect reduced international

press cable rates.

/f"
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. Statement of Financial’ Implications submitted by the |
. Secretary-General to the draft resolution submitted

by Ceylon, India, Iran, Italy, Mexico, Philippines
and the United States (E/CN.L4/L.511) 1/

(1) Draft resolution B 2(a) would"request the Secretary-General "to
facilitate thé&' Commission*s regular reviews of [freedom of informatiog7'by the
provision of ‘an dannual report on ‘new developments affecting freedom of informatlon,
on the basis of material furnished, by UNESCO end other interested spec;alized |
agenc1es as well as any other infoxmation available'. ' o
’ '. The Secretary-&eneral assumes that the annual reports will be limited to a o
descrlption of developments of a legal character and that they will be based on
official documents emanating from Governments, If, however, the term "new
, developnents"‘is~meant to include deveIOpments other thsn of a legal'charecter‘”
and if "any other information" is to 1nclude unverified infcrmation from private
and nther non-govermmental sources then in conformity w1th his statement made
et the 788th meeting of the Economic and’ Soclal Council in 1953 (E/SR, 788) the
Secretary-General is ‘of the opinion that the task should not be given t0 the”
Secretariat. o .

(2) Under paragraph’ 2(b) of resolution B, the Secretary-General would also f
_be request ed in co-operation, ‘not only with Member Governments and specialized
" agencies, but also with non-governmental organizations in consultative status and.
even with professionel organlzations Yoth national and 1nternational not having
consultatlve status W1th the Economic and Soclal Council to’ prepare ‘a substantive
rePort ‘on developments in the field of freedom of 1nformation since l95h The
report would have to’ deal with the news sources to’ which peoples have access the
extent to which they. receive news of the United Nations and its specialized |
egencies, and with developments in the facilities for the free flow of infermation
into and out of under-developed countries, Here, the language“of the draft

1/ This statement was d;stributed during the Commission's session as
docunment, B/CN.L/L.511/Add.1. _

/oo,
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resolution leaves no doubt that the Secretary-General would be requested to
prepare a report based, to a very large -extent, on non-official sources and on
unverified 1nformation coming from private organizations. It would be difficult
for the Secretary—General to avoid evaluating this material. Indeed the mere
~choice of the,material to.be 1ncluded in the report-would itself constitute an
element of evaluation. The Secretary;General is therefore of the opinion that
this task should not be glven to the Secretariat. A | | _ '

| (3) The Commission will remember that in the course of the reorganizatlon
of the Secretariat in l953-l95h the special Section on Freedom of Information
‘which then ex1sted in the Division of Human Rights was ‘abolished. This was
Justifled at that time because of the con51derable decregse in United Nations
activities 1n thls field. As a consequence, however, the Secretary-General could
not. _now absorb the tasks contemplated in draft resolution B 2(a) -and stlll less the
task env1saged in resolutlon B.2(v) w1th1n the present establishment. Tb be

~

.able to comply with these requests it would be necessary to strengthen the staff
. of the DlVlSlon of Human Rights as follows'
(a) On a permanent and continuing basis one professional Officer (senior
) officer P-5) and one General Serv1ce secretary, -5, '
(b) On a temporary basis through 1961 one additional profeSS1onal officer
second officer P-3, '
The costs of this additional staff, including ccommon staff cost would be '
approx1mately $31 500 in 1960 and 1961 and approx1mately $21 000 in subsequent
years. . | '
() The translation and typing costs for both reports would be about
$2 OOO (assuming use of working languages only) and there would be an extra
cost for printing the report called for under B 2(b) in the OfflClal records
series. The Secretary-General would taPe all of such costs into account in

appropriate budget submissions._
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