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Introduction

1. Since the issuance of Addendum no. 1 to document A/AC.96/553 the
requirements in connection with the new refugee situation in Northern Latin
America have been identified in more detail.

2. In the following table the revised needs within the General Programmes sre
summarized for approval by the Executive Committee; they amount to a total
increase of & 600,000 in 1978 and § 380,000 in 1979. Taking into account the
targets submitted to the Committee in the Table Tollowing paragraph 5 of
document A/AC.96/553/4dd.1 the revised target for 1978 would be § 41,750.000 and
the target for 1979 would be  67,880.000., These figures include & 2 million
for the Imergency Fund.

. Revised 1976 1979

Targets/Countries (in thousands (in thousends
of US dollars) of US dollars)

Tergets of General Programmes as

per document A/AC.96/553/Add.1 41,150.0 87,500.0
Acditional allocetions nroposed: 600.0 350.0
Northern Latin America

Reserve - 30.0
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New targets of General Programmes 41,7500 87,880.0
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3. BSince the issuence of the report on UNHCR assistance activities in 1977-7C,
recent developments in Nicarazua hove crested neu refugee problems in Centrel
imerica. In the izake of these events,; the Internctional Committee of the Red
Gross and. the League of the - Red Cross Societies jointIy loumched zn awneal for
assistance to the persons affected in Costa Rica, Honduras and Hicarcgua. :
Hoirever, the proceceds of this enneal are 1nteacca mainly for zssistence- -
within Wicaraguz, and only limited funds were maCe availeble for emergency
neasures of assistance to refugees in the neighbouring countries. The ULHCR
Regional Representative for this ares closely follovec, since its inception,
the evolvtlon of the situation in the region, ia »orticular the inflwz of
Hiceragufns in the nelg,haou’rmf‘ countries.sRisg 157,11 v UNHCR having received appeals
from the Governments, and in close consultetion with the ICRC, the Lecgue of
Red Cross Socieities,; as well as rith other locel and 1nternctlonul voluntary
agencies, has eleborcted a tentetive nrogromme for assistance to these nersons.

Smergency Relief

Ao, Following the influx of about 10,000 nersons in Hondures, in nerticular
in the southern districts of Choluteca and Triunfo, the Goverament .of '
Hondures has recussted immediate cssistonce from UNHCR in order to heln the
Honduran Red Cross which at the request of the Government co-ordinates the
immediate relief. A nrogramme has been elaborated, estimated at about { 240,000,
consisting meinly of basic food recuirement (in cdcition to the food aid given
by the Horld Food Programme), medicines, clothing, cooling utonsils encd sleening
matr . Towuros this Programme, tne High Comm1ss1onur allocated immecdictely from
his Emergericy Funa:un enount of 150,000 to the Honcuran Government. It is
zpected that the balence will be financed to the extent necessary, by ICRC
end the League of the Iled Cross Societies.

5. In Peneme, the Government, follouring the influx of sbout 220 refugees,

had already snent % 75,000 for care and mcintenance, end requested a UIHCR
~ contribution of v 50,000 touerds the needs of this groun during the next three
-months., ‘

Temoorary shelter

6. In adcition to the above-mentioned emergency measures, .the Honcuran
Government hes requestec the assistance of UITHCR for the building of

temporary shelter vhich would be located in three different »nloces and

coulc accommodate = total of annroximately 10,000 persons. A mission from
UNHCR Heaccuarters sent to Hondurecs in Sentember, hos estimeted in co-operation
uith the local authorities and the representatives of ICRC end the Lezgue of
Red Cross Societies, that an amownt of apvroximetely [ 800,000 would be needed
for the erection of economical temporary accommodetion toerds :hich, for the
time being, no other gources are available. The Honduren Red Cross is expected
to act -as implementing agency irith the technicel supnort of the League of the
Red Cross Societics, The first phase of this nroject, for the accommodation of
5,000 persons will start in October 1978. : '
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T« Llthough the influx of refugees from Ficerzgue in Costa Rice is of less
negnitude, & number of refugees heve crossed the border in the north-western
region, especially in the vicinity of Penas Blances anc Le Cruz, =nd they are
in need of assistonce. Therefore, the Govermment of Stn José has reiuvested
o UMHCR contribution for the finencing of three temporarr centres, one near
the border end the other two iun the south of the cowntrv. The assistaonce
referred is estimeted ot about & 100,000,

Conolusions

Se In view of the above, it is nronosed that en allocation of i 600,000 be
incluced in the 1970 Generel Programme for Horthern Lotin America. Tolking
into accownt the uncertcinties of the situation, the above-mentioned »rogramme
mezsures mey not be fully comzleted before the end of 1970. It is therefore
suggested that the Sxecutive Commititee authorize the High Commissioner to use
any wncommitted balence of this allocstion, if nsed be, in 1979. To coatinue

his agsistence in 1979, en ellocation of i 350,000 is requested.

Ce The above allocations include provisions for the nrogramme supnori
emounting to ¢ 20,000 in 107G end I 45,000 in 1979 to temporerily strengthen
the Regionel Office Tor Horthern Letin Americe by a progromme officer
(P.3 from November 1973 to Sepntember 1979) as well as to cover cdditional
cost such as travel, communications, and other generzl office exphenses.
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