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COMMENTS RECEIVED fROU GOVERÜMEJÍTS OS THE SUBJECT OP THE IRAFT PROTOCOL 
RELATING TO THE STATUS OP STATELESS PERSONS 

The Secretary-General has tlie bonour to transmit herewith the 
coBBBunication received from the Belgian Govermnent i n reply to the letter 
adâressed by the Secretary-General i n accordance v i t h General Asseuibly 
resolution 629 (VII) of 6 Hovember 1952, to a l l the govermaents invited to 
tte United Nations Gouf^:rr!tc.e of plenipotentiaries on the Status of Refugees 
and Stateless Persons (/'.eld at Geneva in July 1951) with a view to obtaining 
their ccmaaents on the draft protocol relating to the status of stateless 
persons. 

BSWIOM 

LettCT of 17 Deceg^er 1952 to the SecretaryrGeneral from the 
"Ministry ot J^oreign Affairs and External f^iacte of Beigívaí 

•»Tbe Belgian Government considers that the problem of statelessness 
i s essentially different from that of refugees. While refugees are the 
victims of p o l i t i c a l regimes which violate freedcai and human dignity, 
the fact that non-refugee stateless persons have no nationality i s i n 
most cases the result either of their own express wishes or of their 
negligence* 

**In these circumstances, the Belgian Govensaent does not consider 
that there are grounds for granting such stateless persons the privileged 
treatment established on behalf of refugees by the Geneva Convention of 
^ Jvily 1951» I t would, however, be prepared to guarantee them the 
treatment enjoyed i n Belgian territory by aliens i n general. 

"The problem to which, i n the opinion of the Belgiwa Government, 
attention should be directed and which has already been considered by 
the InteimatiotMa Law Cotmaission of the United Nations i s that of 
reducing the causes of stuiteleseaess by makisg appropriate changes i n 
existing legislation." 
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