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and S o c i a l Couno3j"re3olutlon 3^2 (XII J 

r e l a t i n g to the problem of 
statelessness 

Che Secretary-General has the honour to c i r c u l a t e the fo l lowing 
communication dated 25 September I95I which he has received from the M i n i s t e r 
for Foreign A f f a i r s of F i n l a n d : 

"The Min i s ter for Foreign A f f a i r s of F in land presents h i s compliments to 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations and, with reference to the 
Secretary-General 's notes of 10 October I95O, .Ko, SOA/325/5/02, and of 
5 A p r i l 1951> No. 325/014-, regarding the resolut ions of the Economic and S o c i a l 
Counci l concerning the problem of statelessness, has the honour to transmit 
herewith the report of the competent Author i t i e s on the Finn^ish laws and 
regulations r e l a t i n g to statelessness and on the ac tua l app l i ca t i on of these 
laws and regulat ions , 

M i n i s t r y of I n t e r i o r H e l s i n k i , 11 September I95I 

Traduction 
With reference to the United Nations» note No. SOA/325/5/02, dated 

10 October I95O, i n which States are Invited to re-examine the'ir N a t i o n a l i t y . 
Laws with a view to reducing or e l iminat ing statelessness , ' we beg to point out 
that the enactment of new laws tb t h i s e f fect has been, i n F i n l a n d , p r a c t i c a l l y 
unnecessary. In future l e g i s l a t i o n , however, the recommendation i n question 
w i l l be taken into consideration wi th in the bounds of p o s s i b i l i t y , 

V/e enclose the fo l lowing information on the subjects mentioned i n the 
United Nations ' note No, SOA/325/Olf, dated 5 A p r i l 1951." 
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" I , L e g i s l a t i o n concerning.persons without F i n n i s h n a t i o n a l i t y . 

A . The Law on N a t i o n a l i t y of 9 Kay 19̂ 1-1 (No. 325/̂ 1) contains the 
fo l lowing provisions for the avoidance of new cases of statelessness: 

(a) paragraph 1 item 2.. F i n n i s h n a t i o n a l i t y i s ' granted to a 
legit imate c h i l d whose mother i s a c i t i z e n of F in land and whose 

, ~ • father i s without n a t i o n a l i t y , i f the c h i l d , on account of i t s 
. b i r t h , does not become a c i t i z e n of some other -state; 

(b) paragraph 2. A, foundling met with i n F in land Is considered a 
F i n n i s h c i t i z e n i m t l l i t has been establ ished that the same 
possesses the n a t i o n a l i t y of some other s ta te ; 

• (c) paragraph 3 item 2. I f husband and wife have a c h i l d born before 
the i r marriage, i t a lso becomes c i t i z e n qf F i n l a n d i f , i t Is 
unmarried and under 21 years of age; 

(d) parJagraph 13'. F inn i sh n a t i o n a l i t y i s granted, on account of 
' b i r t h , to a,legitiiEate c h i l d born i n F i n l a n d , whose parents are 
Ingermanlandian or Eaet -Care l ian refugees of F i n n i s h - o r i g i n and 
at the date of the entry - in to force of t h i s law ( l July 19la) 
reside i n F i n l a n d ; a lso to the i l l e g i t i m a t e c h i l d of an 
Ingermanlandian or East -Care l ian woman^ I f ' t h e c h i l d Is born i n 

.. ' ' • F i n l a n d ; 

B . • The Law on N a t i o n a l i t y contains the fo l lowing provisions for the 
e l iminat ion of statelessness: 

(a) paragraph l8 item-2. F i n n i s h n a t i o n a l i t y i s r e t r o a c t i v e l y and 
; .' automatical ly granted to state less persons re ferred to above 

under Items A(a) and A(d ) , i f they, a t the date of the entry 
into force of t h i s law, are unmarried' and under 21 years of age, 
and i f t h e i r ac tual domici le , a t that date'^is F i n l a n d . 

. (b) F a c i l i t i e s are , as f a r as poss ib le , granted to s tate less persons 
, ' applying for F inn ish c i t i z e n s h i p . According to paragraph I k the 

' . app l i cat ions .o f Ingermanlandian or East -Care l ian refugees can be 
complied with even i f i t i s not c e r t a i n that they -are able to 
earn t h e i r l i v i n g . . . 

I I . L e g i s l a t i o n concerning the status of refugees i n F i n l a n d . 

A . ' The r i g h t of asyliim la regulated i n accordance with paragraph l6 of 
_ _ the "Law concerning the A r r i v a l ap.d Sojourn of Foreigners' i n F in land 

of'30 January ±2^2 (No, 97/U2). I f a fore igner , for good reasons, 
desires to enter. i n t a ' F i n l a j i d i n order .there to ejajoy the r i g h t of 
asylum, he s h a l l not be prevented from a r r i v i n g , even-if-.iie-.is not 

/ i n possession of -
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i n possession of necessary documents and permits . The question of 
h i s return s h a l l be submitted to the M i n i s t r y of I n t e r i o r vhibh, 
before coming to a dec is ion , s h a l l obtain the opinion of the M i n i s t r y 
of Foreign A f f a i r s . 

B , Eefugees and stateless persons can, when necessary, be furnished 
with a "stranger ' s passport" enabling them to t r a v e l abroad. 

C . Refugees - that i s , persons enjoying the r i g h t of asylum i n Fin land -
are, with regard to s o c i a l l e g i s l a t i o n , generally placed on a l e v e l 
with the n a t i o n a l s , This p r inc ip l e asserts I t s e l f i n d i f f erent 
welfare and r e l i e f laws (which belong to the sphere of act ion of the 
M i n i s t r y for S o c i a l A f f a i r s ) . 

As to the app l i ca t i on , i n pract i ce , of the above laws and provis ions , \je 
can say that they have ar isen out of p r a c t i c a l needs and been applied with the 
greatest possible goodwi l l . " 


