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Information transmitted by States in pursuance of Economic
anc Social Council resolution 352 (XII)
” velating to the probiem of
statelessness

The Secretary-General has the honour to circulate the following
commhﬁication dated 25 September 1951 which he has received fr&m the Minister
for Foreign Affairs of Finland: .

- "The Minister for Foreign Affairs of Finland presents his compliments to
the Secretary-General of the United Nations and, with reference to the
Secretary-General's notes of 10 October 1950,.No. SOA/325/5/02, and of
5 April 1951, No. 325/04, regarding the resolutions of the Economic and Social
Council concerning the problem of stateiessness, has‘the honour to transmit
herewith the report of the campetent Authorities on the Finnish laws and
regulations relating to statelessness and on the actual application of theee

laws and reguiations.

Ministry of Interior . Helsinki, 11 September 1951
Traduction : _
With reference to the United Nationse! note No. SOA/325/5/02, dated

10 October 1950, in which States are invited to re-examine their Nationality ..

Laws with a view to reducing or eliminating statelessness,'we beg to point out

that the enactment of new laws to this effect has been, in Finland, practically
_ unnecessary. In future legislation, however, the recomnendation in question

will be taken into consideration within the bounds of possibility.

| We enclose the following information on the subjects mentioned in the
United Nations' note No, SOA/325/0k, dated 5 April 1951."
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"I. Legislation concerning persons without Finnish nationality.

A,

The Law on Nationality of 9 May 1941 (No, 325/hi) contains the
following provisions for the avoidance of new csses,of statelessness:

(2)

(v)

(o}

(d)

paragraph 1 itom 2,. Finnish nationality 1s granted to a
legitimate child whose mother ig & citizen of Finland and whose
fether is without nationality, if the child, on account of its

birth, dces not oecome a citizen of soms other state;

paragraph 2 A foundling met with in Finland is congidered a
Finnish citizen until it has been established that the same

_possesses the naticnality of some other state;

'paragrsph 3 item 2. TIf husband and wife have'a child born before

their marriage, it also becomss citizen of Finland if it is
wmarried and under 21 years of age; P

ioarégraph 13, Finnieh nationality is granted, on account of
‘birth, to a legitimate child born in Finland, whose parents are

Ingermanlandian or East-Carelian refugees of’ Finnish origin and
at the date of the-entry-into force of this law (1 July 1941)
reside in Finland; also to the illegitimate child of an
Ingermanlandian or East-Carelian woman, if- the child 1s born in

" Finland'

The Law on Nationality contains the followin provisibhs f'or the

.J('b)_

"elimination of statelessness::

(e)

paragraph 18 item .2, Finnish nationalify is retroactively and
automatically granted to stateless persons referred to above

" under items A(a) and A(d), if they, at the date of the entry

into force of this law, are unmarried and under 21 years of age,
and if their actual demicile, at that date is Finland,

Facilities are ag far as possible, ‘granted to stateless persons
applying for Finnish citizenship. According tc paragraph 14 the
applications. of Ingermenlendian or East- Carelian refugees can be

_complied with even if it 1s no+ certain that they are able to

earn their living.

IT. 'Legislation.concerning the status of refugees'in Finland.

The ‘right of asylum‘is regulaied in aseordanee with raraéfaph 16 of
_ the Law concerning ‘the Arrival apd Sojourn of Foreigners in Finland
of 30 Janwary l9kc (No 97/&2) If a ioreigner for good reasons,
desires to enter into-Finland in opder there to enjJoy the right of
~ asylum, he shall not be prevented from arriving, even-if-he.is not

/in possession of -
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in poésession of necessary documents and permits, The question of
his return shall be submittéd to the Ministry of Interior whith,
before coming to a decision, shall obtain the opinion of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs,

Refugees and stateless persons can, when necessary, be furnished
with a "stranger's passport" enabling them to travel abroad,

Refugeeg - that is, persons enjoying the right of asylum in Finland -
are, with regard to social legislation, generally placed on a level

with the nationals, This principle asserts 1ltself in different

) welfare and relief laws (which belong to the sphere of action of the

Ministry for Social Affairs).

to the application, in practice, of the above laws and provisions, we

that they have arisen out of practical needs and been applied with the
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