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to~the problem of statelessness 

The Secretary-General has the honour to circulate the f o l l o v i r g communication 
dated I3 July I 9 5 I vhich he has r̂ íceired from the Minister of External A f f a i r s of 
New Zealand: 

"The Minister of External A f f a i r s presents his compliments to the 
Secretary-General of the ünit̂ íd Nations and, In rrspons*^ to the Secr'-^tary-
Genoral's îîote SOA 325/nl)-.dated 5 A p r i l 1951^ has the honour to ref'ir to the 
roply sent on 23 November • I95O tc the S/^cretary-Goneral»s Note SOA 325/5/02 

of 27 September 19'îO r e l a t i n g t r the naturûllzatlcn of Stateless persons i n 
Nev Zealand, 

"Furthor consideration has he'̂ n̂ given to the questions connected v i t h the 
pretil':m of stateloesness which wore dealt with i n the resolutions of the 
Economic and Social Council of 11 August 195O and I3 March 1951. 

"Although i t i s u n l i k e l y that New Zealaol w i l l he involved In any changes 
of t e r r i t o r i a l sovereignty, the recommendation of the Economic and Soc i a l 
Council with regard to the aveidance of statelessness has heen noted. 

"Under the B r i t i s h Nationality and New Zealand Citizonehip Act, 19^8, the 
New Zealand l e g i s l a t i o n r e l a t i n g to na t i o n a l i t y and c i t i z e n s h i p , a l l persons 
horn i n N'iw Zealand, with unimportant exceptions, automatically "become New 
Zealand c i t i z e n s . I t follows that stat'^l'i^ssnesa does not arise i n the case of 
persons horn i n New Zealand; nor, i n view of the provisions i n the New Zealand 
l e g i s l a t i o n r e l a t i n g to the acqui s i t i o n of New Zealand c i t i z e n s h i p hy descent, 
i s statelessness l i k e l y to arise i n respect of legitimate children horn outside 
New Zealand of a father who i s a New Zealand c i t i z e n . 

"Under the New Zealand l e g i s l a t i o n statelessness cannot arise as a re s u l t 
of marriage or the dissolu t i o n thereof, or even through voluntary renunciation 
of c i t i z e n s h i p . 
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'*ahder c e r t a i n provisions of the B r i t i s h Nationality and New Zealand 
Citizenship Act, 19Í1-8, a Nov Zealand • c i t i z e n may "be deprived of L i s c i t i z e n s h i p , 
fcut such a person would becoiiie state leas only i f ho did not possess a second 
n a t i o n a l i t y or f a i l e d to revert to his fonrer or o r i g i n a l n a t i o n a l i t y . The 
number of cases of deprivation of New Zealand c i t i z e n s i p i s small, and the 
most common ground i s continued rosidenco of a naturalized Nov Zealand 
c i t i z e n In his country of o r i g i n . " 


