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relatln?< to the pr o b l e a of _ s t a t e l e s s n e s s 

Tho Secretary-General has the honour to c i r c u l a t e the f o l l c v l n g 
c o c m i n i c a t i o n dated 6 November 19!;1 which he has r e c e i v e d from the Permanent 
De l e g a t i o n of GzechoBlovakia to the U n i t e d U a t i o n s : 

"The Periranent Dele.r^atlon of CzechoBlovakia to the U n i t e d Nations presenta 
i t s coBipllFients to the S e c r e t a r i a t of the U n i t e d Nations and In reference to I t s 
,-.ote SOA 32'^/Ok of 5 A p r i l 1951 iia-s the honour to submit the following-
Information as i n s t r u c t e d : 

The Government of Czechoslovakia s o l v e d the q.uestlon of reducing 
s t a t e l e s s n e s s by Law No. 19̂ + of the C o l l e c t i o n of laws of 13 J u l y 19̂ 1-9 

r e l a t i n g to o b t a i n i n g and l o s s of Czechoslovak c i t i z e n s h i p . 
The f o l l o w i n g Is the a p p l i c a t i o n of the above law: 
1, - A c h i l d born i n the t e r r i t o r y of the Czechoslovak Republic Is 
a Czechoslovak c i t i z e n even I f one parent only Is a Czechoslovak 
c i t i z e n and the other parent l a a f o r e i g n e r . 
2, A sm a l l c h i l d found I n the t e r r i t o r y of the Czechoslovak Republic 
i s a Czechoslovak c i t i z e n unless s u f f i c i e n t evidence Is adduced that 
he or she i s a c i t i z e n of another s t a t e . 
3, The M i n i s t r y of the I n t e r i o r of Czechoslovakia I s empowered to 
grant Czechoslovak c i t i z e n s h i p to a p p l i c a n t s provided t i iat they haire not . 
conuultted any a c t which IshaxTisful to the Czechoslovak Republic or I t s 
People's démocratie regime a,nd have r e s i d e d I n Czechoslovak t e r r i t o r y 
a t l e a s t f i v e years and that they do not r e t a i n t h e i r o l d c i t i z e n s h i p 
i f t h e y are not s t a t e l e s s persons. I n s p e c i a l cases the c o n d i t i o n of a 
f i v e year residence may be waived. 
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k , A woman who i s a Czechoslóvafc c i t i z e n l o s e s her c i t i z e n s h i p by 
marriage to a f o r e i g n e r p r ovided that she acg.ulre3 her husband's 
c i t i z e n s h i p In accordance w i t h the law of h i s country. Women of 
Czechoslovak: c i t i z e n s h i p are not deprived of t h e i r c i t i z e n s h i p by 
marriage to a f o r e i g n e r provided that they do not acq.ulre t h e i r 
husbands' c i t i z e n s h i p by marriage. I f a Czechoslovak c i t i z e n enters 
Into matrimony w i t h a s t a t e l e s s person o r w i t h a c i t i z e n of a country, 
according to the laws of which the wife does not a u t o m a t I c a l l y acquire 

. her husband's c i t i z e n s h i p , she remains a Czechoslovak c i t i z e n . Thus 
a Czechoslovak woman los e s her c i t i z e n s h i p by marriage to e f o r e i g n e r 
whose c i t i z e n s h i p she acq.ulreB by t h i s marriage, or I f she does not 
wish to r e t a i n her Czechoslovak c i t i z e n s h i p , or I f her a p p l i c a t i o n to 
t h i s e f f e c t i s r e j e c t e d . Thus the law enables a Czechoslovak woman 
to r e t a i n , even a f t e r marriage to a f o r e i g n e r , her Czechoslovak 
c i t i z s n s h i p and p r o t e c t s her from becoming s t a t e l e s s , 
5, Loss of c i t i z e n s h i p of one spouse does not e f f e c t the c i t i z e n s h i p , 
of the second spouse or of the c h i l d r e n , 

ThD M i n i s t r y of the I n t e r i o r has i n a d d i t i o n Issued a number of 
p r o v i s i o n s to f a c i l i t a t e proof of c i t i z e n s h i p of a l l persons born, 
r e s i d i n g and working In the t e r r i t o r y of the Czechoslovak Republic I f 
there Is no doubt that they are Czechoslovak c i t i z e n s . 

These r e g u l a t i o n s which are s t r i c t l y adhered to ensure a 
s u b s t a n t i a l r e d u c t i o n i n the number of s t a t e l e s s persona. 

S t a t e l e s s persons i n Czechoslovakia are e n t i t l e d to a l l c i v i l and 
percor^al r i g h t s , the g r a n t i n g of which i s not bound by r e c i p r o c i t y . 
This a p p l i e s a l s o to r i g h t s a r i s i n g out of the Czechoslovak G-reat 
Codices, I.e. Law No, 26 /̂1950 r e l a t i n g to f a m i l y law. Law No„ lli-l/l950 
of the C i v i l Code C o l l e c t i o n , Law Mo. II+2/195O of the C o l l e c t i o n of 
•Laws r e l a t i n g to l e g a l c i v i l matters, and f i n a l l y Law No. li-l/l9U8 of 
tho C o l l e c t i o n of Laws r e l a t i n g to i n t e r n a t i o n a l c i v i l law. 

I n p r i n c i p l e , a s t a t e l e s s person i n Czechoslovakia enjoys eq.ual 
r i g h t s as a Czecho3lov8,k c i t i z e n ; he or she i s e n t i t l e d to enter i n t o 
matrimony and to o b t a i n i t s annulment, s e t t l e h i s o r her personal and 
f a m i l y matters w i t h the a s s i s t a n c e of c o u r t s , has r i g h t of personal 
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property, and cf admission to Czeoboelovafc.courts. I n ge n e r a l , the 
e n t i r e s t atus of a s t a t e l e s s person r e s i d i n g and vorîcing i n Czechoslovaki 
i s more f a r o u r a b l e t-Hanj f o r exars.pl-3, ves the p o s i t i o n of refugoes 
according to agreement of 1928, Law Kc. 179/1935 of the C o l l e c t i o n of 
Laws," 


