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THE PRCBLEM OF STATELESSNISS

Information treansmitted by States in pursuance of
Fconomic and Social Council resolution 352 (XII)
relating to_the problem of statelessness

The Secretary-Gensral has the honour to clrculate the follcwing
cormunication dated 6 November 139%1 which he has received from the Permanent

Delegation of Czechoslovakia to the United Nations:

"The Permanent Delcsation of Czechoslovakia to the United Nations presents
1te compliments to the Secretariat nof the United Nations and in reference to its
note SOA 325/Oh of 5 April 1951 has the honour to submit the following
information as instructed:

" The Government of Czechoslovdkia solved the question of reducing
statelessness by Law No, 19% of the Collection of Iaws of 13 July 1949
relating to obtalning and losg of Czachoslovak cltizenship,

The following is the application of the above law:

1, - A child born in the territory of the Czechoslovak Republic 1is

a Czechoslovak citizen even if cne parent only is a Czechoslovak
citizen and the other parent is a foreigner.

2. A small child found in the térritory nf the Czechoslovak Republic
18 a Czechoslovak citizen unless sufficlent evidence is adduced that

he or she 15 a citizen of another state,

3. The Ministry-of the Interior of Czechoslovakia is empowered o
grant Czechoslovak citizenship to applicants provided that they hawe not
comnl tted any act which ishaxmwful to the Czechoslovak Republic or its
People!s democratic rezime and have resided in Czechoslovak territory
&t least flve yeare and that they do not retain thelr old citizenship
if they are not s:tzteless persons, In special cases the cendition of a

Tive year residence may be walved, /

. _ e A woman who
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h, A woman who 15 a Czechoﬁlbv&k citizen loses her citlzenship by
merriage to a foreigner providéd that she acquires her husband's J
citizenship in accordance with the law of his country. Wcmen of 1

Czechoslovak citizenship are not deprived of thelr cltizenship by
marriage to a foreigner provided that they do not acquire thelr
husbands! citizenship by marriage. If a Ozechoélovak citizen enters
into matrimony with a sﬁateless verson or with a cltizen of a country,
according to the laws of which the wife does not automatically acquire
+ her husband's citizenshlp, she remains a Czechoglovak citizen., Thus
& Czechoslovak woman loses her cltlizenship by marriage to e foreigner
whose cltlzenship she acquires by this marriags, or If she doss not
wish to retaln her Czechoslovak clitizenship, or if hcr application to
this effect is rejected, Thus the law enables a Czechoslovalr woman
to retain, even aftef marriage to a foreigner; her Czechoslovak
citizenship and protects her from becoming stateless,

5. Loss of cltizenship of omna spouée does not effect the cltizenshlp.

of the second spouss or of the children,

Tao Minlstry of the Interior has in addition issusd a numbsr of
provisions to facillitate proof of citlzenship of all perscns borm,
residing and working in the terrltory of the Czechcslovak Republic if
there 18 no doubt that they are Czechoslovak citizens,

These regulations which are strictly adhered to ensure a
substantial reduction in the number of stateless perscns,

Stateless persons in Czechoslovakia are entitled to all civil and
perconal rights, the granting of which is not bound by reciprocity.
This applies also to rights arising out of the Czechoslovak Great
Codlces, i.e; Law No, 265/1950 relating to famlly law, Law No, lhl/l950
of the Clvil Code Collection, Law No, lh2/l950 of the Collectlion of
Lews relating to legal civil matters, and finelly Law No, 41/1948 of
the Collection of Laws reldtlng to international civil law,

In principle, a stateless person in Czechoslovakia esnjoys equal
rights as a Czechoslovak citizen; he or she 1s entitled to enter into
rmatrimony and to obtain its annulment, settle his or her persornal end

family matters with the assistance of courts, has right of personal

/property, and
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property, and of admlasion to Gzeghoélovak,courts. In general, the
entire status of a stateless persd'n residing and working in Czechoslovaki
is more favourable than, for exempls, wes the posiltion of refugoes
according to egreement of 1328, Law Ncc'179/1935 of the Collectlion of
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