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to the problem of etatelessnege 

Slie Secretary-General has the honour to c i r c u l a t e the f o l l o w i n g communicat-? 
k October I 9 5 I wlilch he has r e c e i v e d f r r m the Permanent Sepresentative of lior^ray 
to the United n a t i o n s : 

"The Perr?anent Representative of Norway to the United Nations has the hcnouj 
to r e f e r to the Secretary-General's note of 5 A p r i l 1951 ( r e f , SOA/325/0!+) i n 
regard to the Economie and S o c i a l COI^ÍQCÍI'S r e s o l u t i o n of 13 March 1951 concernir 
the problem of s t a t e l e s s n e s s , and vould l i k e to submit the f o l l o v i n g observation: 
regarding the points r a i s e d i n the s a i d r e s o l u t i o n : 

"The question d e a l t w i t h i n the 6th paragraph of r e s o l u t i o n 319 B i i i (XI) 
d.-̂ es not a f f e c t Norway, 

"As regards the 7th paragraph of the r e s o l u t i o n , i t may be pointed out that 
Norwegian n a t i o n a l i t y l e g i s l a t i o n was r e c e n t l y made the 55'¿táect of a thorough 
r e v i s i o n . The new A c t , the N a t i o n a l i t y A c t of 8 P.^cember 1950, a copy of which 
w i l l bo found enclosed, came i n t o force' on the f i r s t of January of t h i s year. 
This A c t , which, l i k e t h e - e a r l i e r A c t of 8 August 1924, i s i n conformity w i t h the 
Eague Convention of 12 A p r i l 1930, w i l l i n c e r t a i n r e s p e c t s have the e f f e c t of 
n i t i g a t i n g the problem of s t a t e l e s s n e s s i n a greater degree than was the case 
under the Aot p r e v i o u s l y i n f o r c e . 

"The new A c t , l i k e the previous one, i s based on the p r i n c i p l e of ¿ua 
s a n g u i n i s . Ccianon t n both A c t s i s , thus, the p r o v i s i o n t h a t Norwegian rational:'-' 
i s a c quired a t b i r t h by ohlldi'en born i n wedlcck when the f a t h e r i s a Norwegian 
n a t i o n a l , and by c h i l d r e n born out of wedlock when the mother i s a Norwegian 
n a t i o n a l . The new A c t c o n t a i n s , hovrever, i n s e c t i o n 1 (2) the f u r t h e r p r o v i s i o n 
that Norwegian n a t i o n a l i t y Is acquired by l e g i t i m a t e c h i l d r e n born I n Nor-\iay of a 
Norwegian mo.ther when the f a t h e r i s s t a t e l e s s or the c h i l d does not a t b i r t h 
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acquire the m t i o n a l i t y of the f a t h e r . • The l a s t - r i e n t i o n e d p r o v i s i o n has been 
included to cover cases where the f a t h e r i s a n a t i o n a l of a coimtry where the 
p r i n c i p l e of _¿U3 s o l i i s s t r i c t l y enforced. I t should be noted that,the new A c t 
empowers the K i n g to conclude agreements w i t h the other Northern c o u n t r i e s -
Denmark, F i n l a n d , I c e l a n d and Sweden - embodying'inter a l i a the p r o v i s i o n t h a t Ir 
t h i s r e s p e c t b i r t h j n a country p a r t y to the agir-eement s h a l l be considered as 
equal t o having been born i n Norway. By convention of 21 December I95O agreement 
to t h i s e f f e c t ' h a s been concluded w i t h Denmark and S-veden. I t may be observed 
t h a t the p r o v i s i o n of s e c t i o n 1 (2) i s s i m i l a r l y a p p l i c a b l e i n r e s p e c t of c h i l d r e 
who had not a t t a i n e d the age of 18 years when the A c t came i n t o f o r c e , provided 
they n e i t h e r a t b i r t h nor l a t e r a cquired the n a t i o n a l i t y of another country. 
S e c t i o n 11 provides that such c h i l d r e n , acquire Norwegian n a t i o n a l i t y a t the time 
the A c t cones i n t o f o r c e . 

"Amnng other p r o v i s i o n s of importance t o s t a t e l e s s persons may be mentioned 
those of s e c t i o n 3, according to which a s t a t e l e s s person born i n Norway and 
having been i n c o n t i n u a l residence t h e r e , acquires Norwegian n a t i o n a l i t y when 
he, a f t e r a t t a i n i n g the age of I8 and before r e a c h i n g the age of 23, declares h i ; 
i n t e n t i o n to became a Norwegian n a t i o n a l . Under the convention above r e f e r r e d 
t o , b i r t h i n Denmark and Sweden i s i n t h i s r e spect considered as equal t o having 
been born In Wor^reiy, and a l s o residence i n those c o u n t r i e s up to the age of 12 1" 

considered as equal t o having r e s i d e d i n Norway, 
"The new A c t contains a p r o v i s i o n c a l c u l a t e d to m i t i g a t e the problem of 

s t a t e l e s s n e s s a l s o i n so f a r as the r e g a i n i n g of Norwegian n a t i o n a l i t y i s 
concerned. S e c t i o n h provides t h a t a person having acquired Norweglar. n a t i o n a l : ' 
a t b i r t h and who has r e s i d e d i n the co " J n t r y u n t i l the age of l8,- may r e g a i n 
Norwegian n a t i o n a l i t y by making a d e c l a r a t i o n to t h a t e f f e c t , provided he has 
again r e s i d e d i n the country f o r two years and i s e i t h e r s t a t e l e s s , or proves thr 
he w i l l l o s e h i s f o r e i g n n a t i o n a l i t y on resuming Norwegian n a t i o n a l ! t / . A l s o , i n 
so f a r as t h i s r u l e i s concerned, i t i s provided i n the above-m'-TKc..v;d cor.ventic 
t h a t re3ldsnc3 i n e i t h e r Sweden or Demaerk u n t i l the age of 12 G'-.f,j.i '-̂e deemed 
equal to residence i n Norway. , , 

" i t may- a l s o be worth mentlcnlng t h a t a woman who i s a Ivor-ve¿ian n a c i o n a l 
•in no circumstances l o s e s her Norwegian n a t i o n a l i t y by reason of her marriage to 
an a l i e n . . ' , •. 

/ " S t a t e l e s s persons 
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" s t a t e l e s s persons are In p r i n c i p l e o f f e r e d the same f a c i l i t i e s f o r 
a c q u i r i n g Norwegian n a t i o n a l i t y (becoming n a t u r a l i z e d ) as other a l i e n s , The 
c o n d i t i o n s f o r g r a n t i n g a c e r t i f i c a t e of c i t i z e n s h i p are t h a t the a p p l i c a n t i s 
not l e s s than l 8 years o l d , that he has r e s i d e d i n the country f o r a t l e a s t 7 

years, has shown good conduct and i s able to support h i m s e l f and h i s f a m i l y . 
Dispensation from these c o n d i t i o n s may, however, be granted when s p e c i a l 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s make I t appear reasonable to do so. Tlié A c t mentions i n t e r a l i a 
the case of an a p p l i c a n t who i s married to a Norwegian n a t i o n a l and l i v e s with 
the spouse. Howover, the f a c t t h a t the a p p l i c a n t i s s t a t e l e s s w i l l h a r d l y by 
i t s e l f be considered as s u f f i c i e n t reason t o dispense from the requirement of a 
seven-year's uninterrupted residence i n the country. 

New York, ik May I 9 5 I . " 

/The Nor-vreglan 
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The Nom-regian N a t i o n a l i t y Aot of the 8 Décemher 1950. 

Chapter 1, 'How Norwegian n a t i o n a l i t y i s a c q u i r e d . 

S e c t i o n 1, 

A c h i l d a c q u ires Norwegian n a t i o n a l i t y a t b i r t h , when: 
1. I t i s l e g i t l E i a t e , and the f a t h e r i s a Norwegian n a t i o n a l , 
2. I t i s l e g i t l n a t e and born w i t h i n the country of a Norwegian woman, 

provided the f a t h e r i s not a n a t i o n a l of any country, or the c h i l d 
does not acquire the n a t i o n a l i t y of the f a t h e r a t b i r t h , 

3. i t i s l l l e g l t i j n a t e and born of a woman who i s a Norwegian n a t i o n a l , 
Foimdlinga who are found w i t h i n the country are considered Norwegian 

n a t i o n a l s u n t i l i n f o r m a t i o n to the c o n t r a r y i s forthcoming. 

S e c t i o n 2, 

I f a Norwegian man and an a l i e n wcman have a c h i l d together p r i o r t o t h e i r 
marriage, the c h i l d a c q u ires Nor^v-eglan n a t i o n a l i t y when they marry, provided i t 
i s lAnmarried and under l 8 years of age. 

S e c t i o n 3. 

An a l i e n , who i s born w i t h i n the country and has r e s i d e d there a l l h i s l i f e , 
a c quires Norwegian n a t i o n a l i t y when he, a f t e r a t t a i n i n g the age of 21 years but 
before r e a c h i n g the age of 23 years, makes a v r r i t t e n d e c l a r a t i o n before the 
County S h e r i f f (Fylkesmann) of h i s i n t e n t i o n to become a Norwegian n a t i o n a l . 
I f he Is not a n a t i o n a l of any country, he may make such d e c l a r a t i o n when he has 
a t t a i n e d the age of l8 years; the same a p p l i e s i f he proves t h a t he l o s e s h i s 
f o r e i g n n a t i o n a l i t y by a c q u i r i n g Kor-vregian n a t i o n a l i t y . 

When Norway i s a t war, no n a t l o r j a l of an enemy s t a t e may acquire Norwegian 
n a t i o n a l i t y uiider the p r o v i s i o n s of t h i s s e c t i o n . The same a p p l i e s to a person 
who i s not a n a t i o n a l of any s t a t e , but whose l a t e s t n a t i o n a l i t y was t h a t of an 
enemy s t a t e . 

S e c t i o n k . 

I f a person who acquired Norwegiaxu r a t i o n a l i t y a t b i r t h and has r e s i d e d i n 
t h i s coimtry t i l l the age of l 8 , has l o s t such n a t i o r a l l t y , he may r e g a i n 
Norwegian n a t l c - n a l i t y by making a -çiritten d e c l a r a t i o n before the County S h e r i f f 
of h i s - i n t e n t i o n t o resume Nor^regian n a t i o n a l i t y , provided he has l i v e d i n t h i s 
country during the l a s t two years. I f he i s a n a t i o n a l of another s t a t e , he may 

/not make such 
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not. make such d e c l a r a t i o n unless he can prove that he l o s e s the f o r e i g n ' 
n a t i o n a l i t y upon a c q u i r i n g Worwegi-ân n a t i o n a l i t y . 

S e c t i o n 5. . 

I f a man acquires'Norwegian n a t i o n a l i t y under s e c t i o n 3 or s e c t i o n k, h i s , 
unmarried c h i l d r e n s i m i l a r l y acquire Norwegian n a t i o n a l i t y , provided they are 
l e g i t i m a t e , r e s i d e i n the country, and are under l 8 years of age. However, t h i s 
does not apply t o c h i l d r e n who have remained i n the care of the mother a f t e r the 
marriage has heon decl a r e d i n v a l i d or a n n u l l e d or the parents have heen di v o r c e d 
or separated according to a J u d i c i a l d e c l a i c n or an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e o r d e r . 

I f a woman acquires Nor^regian n a t i o n a l i t y as mentioned above, the p r o v l s i o n e 
of the f i r s t paragraph are r ; J i a i l a r l y a p p l i c a b l e i n respect of: 

1, c h i l d bom out of wedlock-^excpet i f ti:ie f a t h e r i s an a l i e n and has the 
custody of the c h i l d , 

2, c h i l d bom i n wedlock, provided she i s a widow, 
3, c h i l d born i n wedlock, provided ohe has the custody of i t and the 

marriage has been decl a r e d i n v a l i d or has been annu l l e d , or the parente 
have been divorced or have been separated by a J u d i c i a l d e c i s i o n or an 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e o r d e r , 

S e c t i o n 6, 

The K i n g , or the a u t h o r i t y the K i n g empowers the r e t o , may upon a p p l i c a t i o n 
issue a c e r t i f i c a t e of c i t i z e n s h i p t o an a l i e n , provided the a p p l i c a n t : 

1. i s not l e s s than l 8 years o l d , 
2. has r e s i d e d i n t h i s country during the l a s t seven years, 
3. has shoTin good conduct, 
k . i s able to suTJport h i m s e l f and h i s f a m i l y . 
An a p p l i c a n t who has p r e v i o u s l y been a Norv;egian n a t i o n a l may be granted 

n a t i o n a l i t y even thougïi he does r.ot f u l f i l the s a i d c o n d i t i o n s . The same a p p l i e s 
to an a p p l i c a n t who i s , m a r r i e d to a- Norwegian n a t i o n a l and l i v e s with the spouse, 
or i n case other s p e c i a l reasons make it,appear reasonable t o grant n a t i o n a l i t y . 
The c o n d i t i o n mentioned j j i the f i r s t paragraph under,2 may, be dispensed w i t h a l s o 
i n other r e s p e c t s , when the a p p l i c a n t l a a n a t i o n a l of e i t h e r Denmark,.Finland, 
Iceland-or Sweden,' . 

I f thé a p p r i c a t i o n • i s granted, the a p p l i c a n t s h a l l - b e n o t i f i e d .that a 

/ c e r t i f i c a t e of 
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c e r t i f i c a t e of c i t i z e n s h i p w i l l he issued to him, provided he w i t h i n a year has 
declared h i s a l l e g i a n c e to the C o n s t i t u t i o n . Such d e c l a r a t i o n s h a l l be made 
before a d i s t r i c t judge or a tovm. ¿udge or before a Norwegian a u t h o r i t y abroad. 
I f the a p p l i c a n t i s under l 8 years of age or i f he i s insane, no such 
d e c l a r a t i o n i s r e q u i r e d . 

I f the a p p l i c a n t under the laws of h i s home country car j i o t surrender h i s 
previous n a t i o n a l i t y unless he i s r e l e a s e d from same, i t i s u s u a l l y a l s o required 
t h a t he s h a l l prove w i t h i n a year that he has been so r e l e a s e d . 

I f the a p p l i c a i i t has uiimarried c h i l d r e n ruder l 8 years of age, the a u t h o r i t : 
I s s u i n g the c e r t i f i c a t e of c i t i z e n s h i p s h a l l decide whether i t a l s o Includes the 
childreiî.. > ' • • 

Chapter 2 . How Norvregian n a t i o n a l i t y i s l o s t . 

S e c t i o n 7. 

Norwegian n a t i o n a l i t y i s l o s t by: 
1. a person who acquires the n a t i o n a l i t y of another country upon 

a p p l i c a t i o n or by express consent, 
2 . a person who acquires f o r e i g n n a t i o n a l i t y by a c c e p t i n g p u b l i c s e r v i c e 

i n another country, 
3 . an unmarried c h i l d under l 8 years of age vho acquires the n a t i o n a l i t y ' 

of another country because e i t h e r of i t s parents acquires f o r e i g n 
n a t i o n a l i t y as mentioned iinô.er 1 and 2, when the parent has the custody 
of the c h i l d alone or together w i t h the other parent and the l a t t e r i s 
not a Norwegian n a t i o n a l , 

k . an unmarried c h i l d under l 8 years of age who acquires the n a t i o n a l i t y 
of another co^ontry as a r e s u l t of the parents marrying each o t h e r . 
•However, i f the c h i l d r e s i d e s i n t h i s country, i t does not l o s e i t s 
Norwegian n a t i o n a l i t y unless i t leaves the country before reach ing the 
age of l 8 and a t that time possesses the n a t i o n a l i t y of another country 

S e c t i o n 8 . 

A Norwegian'national bom abroad l o s e s h i s Norwegian n a t i o n a l i t y on ' 
a t t a i n i n g tlie age of 22, provided he has never previous to t h a t time r e s i d e d 
i n t h i s country nor has stayed there i n circumstances a f f o r d i n g evidence of 
s o l i d a r i t y w i t h Norway. However, i f such person a p p l i e s f o r permission to r e t a i n 

/ h i s n a t i o n a l i t y 
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h i s n a t i o n a l i t y t e f o r e he' has reached the age of 22, the K i n g , or the a u t h o r i t y 
the King,empowers the r e t o , may grant' the a p p l i c a n t a c e r t i f i c a t e of c i t i z e n s h i p . 

• I f a person l o s e s Wor-vregian n a t i o n a l i t y under t h i s s e c t i o n , h i s c h i l d r e n 
s i m i l a r l y l o s e t h e i r n a t i o n a l i t y acquired through him. 

S e c t i o n 9 . 

A Norwegian n a t i o n a l may upon a p p l i c a t i o n be r e l e a s e d from h i s Worveglan 
n a t i o n a l i t y by the King, or by the authoritj-- the K i n g empowers th e r e t o , providet 
the a p p l i c a n t i s a n a t i o n a l of another country or intends to become one. I f 
the a p p l i c a n t does not possess any f o r e i g n n a t i o n a l i t y , h i s r e l e a s e s h a l l be 
subject to the c o n d i t i o n that he acquires such f o r e i g n n a t i o n a l i t y w i t h i n a 
s t i p u l a t e d p e r i o d of time, 

Chapter 3 . S p e c i a l p r o v i s i o n s under agreements with 
other S t a t e s , 

S e c t i o n 10, 

The K i n g may enter i n t o agreements with Denmark, F i n l a n d , I c e l a n d and 
Sweden w i t h a view to a p p l y i n g one or more of the p r o v i s i o n s ijnder A, B and C 
below. By the term " c o n t r a c t i n g s t a t e " as used i n t h i s s e c t i o n i s understood 
a s t a t e w i t h which such agreement has been concluded. 
A. To have been born i n a c o n t r a c t i n g s t a t e s h a l l w i t h r e s p e c t to the 

p r o v i s i o n s of s e c t i o n 1, f i r s t paragraph, 2, and s e c t i o n 3 be considered 
eq.ual to having been bo3m i n t h i s country. 

Résidence In a c o n t r a c t i n g s t a t e up to the age of 12 years s h a l l w i t h 
respect to the p r o v i s i o n s of s e c t i o n s 3 and k be considered equal t o 
residence i n t h i s country. 

B. A n a t i o n a l of a c o n t r a c t i n g s t a t e who: 
1. has not acquired h i s n a t i o n a l i t y there by n a t u r a l i z a t i o n , 
2. has a t t a i n e d the age of 21 but not the age of 60, 

3 . has r e s i d e d i n t h i s country during the l a s t ' 10 years, and-
k , during t h i s p e r i o d has not been sentenced to imprisonment or 

detainment under the p r o v i s i o n s of s e c t i o n 39 or s e c t i o n 39a of 
. . the penal code, 

acquires Norwegian n a t l o n a l l t y ' b y . recording.before'the-County S h e r i f f h i e 
i n t e n t i o n to become a Norwegian n a t i o n a l , - The p r o v i s i o n s of s e c t i o n 5 are 
s I m i l a r l y a p p l i c a b l e , , 

/C . I f a person 
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C . I f a person has l o s t h i s Norwegian n a t i o n a l i t y and t h e r e a f t e r o n l y been a 
n a t i o n a l of a c o n t r a c t i n g s t a t e , he ac q u i r e s Norwegian n a t i o n a l i t y provided 
he takes up residence i n t h i s country and t h e r e a f t e r records before the 
County S h e r i f f h i s I n t e n t i o n to become a Norwegian n a t i o n a l . The p r o v i s i r : 
of s e c t i o n 5 are s i m i l a r l y a p p l i c a b l e . 

Chapter h . Miscellaneous P r o v i s i o n s 

S e c t i o n 11. 

C h i l d mentioned under s e c t i o n 1, f i r s t paragraph, 2, b e i n g under l 8 years 
of age a t the time t h i s A c t comes i n t o f o r c e , acquires as from t h a t time 
Norwegian n a t i o n a l i t y provided i t i s not and has not been a n a t i o n a l of any 
other country. 

Section. 12. 

A person a t t a i n i n g the age of 22 w i t h i n one year a f t e r t h i s A c t has come 
i n t o f o r c e , may make a d e c l a r a t i o n es provided i n s e c t i o n 3 u n t i l he has reached 
the age of 2 k . 

S e c t i o n 13. . 

A woman who has l o s t Non-regian n a t i o n a l i t y .under the A c t of 
21 A p r i l l888, or the A c t of 8 August 192k, by reaocn of her marriage to a 
man who at the time was a n a t i o n a l of another country or has subsequently 
acq u i r e d f o r e i g n n a t i o n a l i t y , r e a c q u i r e s Norwegian n a t i o n a l i t y , provided she 
would not have l o s t i t under t h i s A c t , by making, a t the l a t e s t w i t h i n 5 years 
from the ccming i n t o f o r c e of t h i s A c t , a ^ c l t t e n d e c l a r a t i o n before such 
a u t h o r i t y as the K i n g determines s t a t i n g her I n t e n t i o n t o become a Norwegian 
n a t i o n a l . However, i f she l o s t her Norwegian n a t i o n a l i t y because she married 
a n a t i o n a l of an enemy country d u r i n g the p e r i o d 9 A p r i l 19^0 - 31 December. 19Í+C 

t h i s p r o v i s i o n does not apply unless she r e s i d e s i n Nor'-ray when t h i s A c t comes 
i n t o f o r c e or takes up residence i n t h i s country before e x p i r y of the s t i p u l a t e d 
f i v e - y e a r p e r i o d . 

S e c t i o n I k , 

A person who has l o s t Norwegian n a t i o n a l i t y under s e c t i o n 6b of the A c t of 
21 A p r i l 1888 because he has l e f t the country w i t h tlio i n t e n t i o n not t o 
r e t u r n , but \iho would not have l o s t i t under s e c t i o n 8 of t h i s A c t , r e q u i r e s 

/Norwegian 
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Norwegian n a t i o n a l i t y by making a w i t t e n d e c l a r a t i o n before such a u t h o r i t y as 
the K i n g determines, statrlng h i s i n t e n t i o n to becom.e a Norwegian n a t i o n a l . A 
person who has become a n a t i o n a l of another country caniiot make such d e c l a r a t i o n 

Tîie p r o v i s i o n s of s e c t i o n 5 are s i m i l a r l y a p p l i c a b l e , though i t i s not 
re q u i r e d t h a t the c h i l d should r e s i d e i n t h i s country. 

Section' 15. 

A woman, who i s m . a r r i 6 d or has been married and who a t t a i n s the age of 22 

w i t h i n the f i r s t three years a f t e r t h i s A c t has come i n t o f o r c e , does not lose 
her rriti-^nàlity under s e c t i o n 8 before e x p i r y of the three-year p e r i o d . , 

S e c t i o n 16. 

The guardian makes the a p p l i c a t i o n under s e c t i o n s 6, 8 and 9 when the 
person concerned i s l e s s than I8 years o l d , or when he cannot a c t f o r h i m s e l f 
because he i s Insane. Otherwise i t l a the person concerned who make the 
a p p l i c a t i o n . 

Such d e c l a r a t i o n as mentioned i n s e c t i o n 3 (cp. s e c t i o n 12), s e c t i o n h, 
s e c t i o n 10 B and C, s e c t i o n 13 and s e c t i o n 1̂+ cannot be made by a guardian, 

' S e c t i o n 17. 

The K i n g or the a u t l i o r l t y the K i n g empoirers t h e r e t o , makes such r e g u l a t i o n ^ 
as are r e q u i r e d i n order t o enforce t h i s A c t . 

Se c t i o n 18. 

This a c t s h a l l come i n t o f o r c e ori 1 January 1951. I f any of i t s provisions 
i s at. variance w i t h a provlsj.on i n a t r e a t y , I t i s the t r e a t y p r o v i s i o n which 
s h a l l apply. 

. This A c t a l s o a p p l i e s to Svalbard and Jan Mayen, thougii as regards 
se c t i o n s 3 and k only to the extent determined by the K i n g . 

'The Norwegian N a t i o n a l i t y A c t of 8 August lS2k- and the supplementary A c t 
to the N a t i o n a l i t y A c t of 13 lecember I9Í16 are repealed when t h i s A c t co^.es i n t o 
f o r c 3 . " 


