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PART ,1 

National Legislation and Jurlsprudenoç, Limiting Freedom 
of Information with regard*tor * ' 

. • •• • •'-Mai4érs''MÍsely'to'injure't̂ ^̂  
nationals of the State" 

.• AlBTRIA • .' • ; . 
Penal Code of 27.May 1852 as amended^.. :. > • • 

Disturbance of Religion 
Art; 122, The crime of dlstürlsónce of religion i s committed by: 
(a) any person who blasphemes against God by word or act or in print or 
dlssemtn^.ted-Mrltinsj -, \ . ' . ' , 

1. 

(b) any persop who disturbs a religious observance carried on In the 
State or who, b/v^^lrreverent trealmient qf jobj^ i n religious 
services, or by "acts, wôi?ds', prlnï or dissemitiáted writing, publicly 

. -exhibits cç̂ ntempt for-reJiigton;-, , • " • 

(d) any person who attempts to spread disbelief. 

Insult to a Legally^recognized Church or Belipious Cocmtnity. , • . 
Art, 20J, Any person who publicly or before a. number of persons> or by 
means of print, disseminated p i c t o r i a l representations or other wr^itings, 
ridicules or attempts to disparage the doctrines, customs or institutions 
of,a church or religious community legally-recognlaed in the State, or who 
Insults a minister thereof i n the exercise of his religiqus office, oi^ 
who, during a religious ceremony conducted in public, conducts himself i n 

•/.I'l;r il»§n unseemly manner l i k e l y to. scandalize others,,--shall, un],ess eiach act 
constitutes the crime of disturbing religion.(ajftlcle 122), be guilty of an 
offence punishable by detention for one to six months. 

i / Freedom of Infovation, A compilation, Vol, I I , Texts Communicated by 
Govemmênts',''lhited Nations Publications, Sales No. XÏV.1, '1950; p. 158, 
to be referred to hereafter as "Freedm of Inforination, Yd., 
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BRAZIL 
Penal Code of BrazU. of 7 Decenber 1 9 k C ^ 

T i t l e V - Offences agalnat reltgloiia eentlaent and ag»inst the reeyeot due to 
the dead - - i 

Chapter I - Offences against, religioiie sentiment 
Art, 208. (Outrage against worship and the prevention or distúrbanos of 

religious services), Publicly ridiculing any person on the igrounds of his 
religious belief or office; preventing or dietuAing any religious ceremony 
or service: 

Penalty: detention for one.month to one year or a fine of 500.ÓÓÓ to 
3.000,000 r e i s . \ 

Sliigie paragraph: I f violence i s used, the penalty i s increased by one-
third, without prejudice to the penaligr for the use,of violence. 

Chapter I I - Offences agaiñat the^ r e s y c t due to the dead 
Art. 209, (Prevention or disturbance of funeral ceremonies). Preventing 

or disturbing any burial or funeral ceremony: 
Penalty: , detention for one month to ooe year or a fine of 500,000 to 

3.000.000 r e l s . 
Single paragraph. I f violence Is used, the penalty Is Increased by one-

thi r d , without prejudice to the penalty for the use of vlolenoe. 
Art. 210, (Violation of graves). Violating or profaning any grave or 

funeral urn: 
Penalty: Imprisonment for one to three years and a fine of 50O.OOO to 

3.000.000 r e l s . 
Art. 211. (Destruction, removal or concealment of a dead body). Usttxçgfogg 

iraaovlng or conceeaing a dead body or part thereof: 
PeniBdty: Inçrisonment for one to three years end a fine of 500.000 to 

3.000,000 r e l s . 

Art, 212. (Desecration of a dead. body). Desecrating the body or ashes of 
a deceased penca: 

Penalty: Detention for one to three years and a fine of 500.OOO to 
2,000.000 r e l s . 

1/ Códigos Penales IberoanerieKMaos, Estudio de Legislación comparada, by 
Luis íiMmm de A s m , v o l * 1 , 2 $ k 6 , p« 605* 

/COLOMBIA 
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COLOIffilA 

Penal Code, of 1 9 3 7 ^ ^ ' 

T i t l e XI - Offences against personal freedom and.other fundamental rights 
Chapter VIII - OffenceErisgáinst t-éllglouá sentiment and against the respect 

'.dtie tp the dead ' . , *" . -
Art. 312, Any person who, hy physical or moral force, compels another 

to perform particular acts of worship or to attend the:cer©mQn.\̂ s of çi 
particular f a i t h , sĥ ll.bè liable to inprlscnment for one,t9-three, months and 
a fine of 200 pesos. ' 

Similarly, any person who ^n.the manner described In the forçgping 
paragraph prevents another from performing particular religious;rites or from 
attending the ceremonies of a particular f a i t h , shall be liable to, the same 
penalties. . , • . ' . : . . , • 

If the offender is a public o f f i c i a l ) these penalties shall suffer an 
increase not exceeding half the tern pr amou:nt stated.' 

Art. 313. Any person who prevents, or disturbs, by .threats, outrages or 
expressions of contempt.or abuse, the conduct, of ' religious : ceremonies or rites 
of any faith tolerated in the country, sha3.1 be liable to .imprisonment for one 
to six months and a fine, of 20 to 200 pesos. 

Art, 3IÜ. Any person who.,destroys, profeses or in any way publicly 
desecrates, by expressions of cwitempt or abuse, objects of worship-or symbols 
of any religion tolerated in the country, or who Injures or molests another 
in his capacity as minister of such a fa i t h , shall be liable to imprisonment 
for two months to one year and a fine of 20 to 50O. pesos. 

Art. 315. Any person who desecrates a corpse or the mortal remains of 
a person, or vrho removes them from-a .grav^ 9 r ..violates the. çrav,e for .offensive , 
or unlawful purposes, shall be liable "to UmpH s ôrajenï;'"for" s i x months to -two 
.years. • • ' . .... 

i / Códigos Pénale.*! IbetK?amerlcanos, Estudio de Legislación" comparada> 'by Luis 
Jimenez do Asua, vol.. I , 1946, p» 6 8 3 . " . , 

/JSGYPT 
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Penal Codei/ 

Chapter XI 
Offénoeà relattpft ;to vo3?shlt) 

A r t , X60, A term of lâ risonmeñt i¿t exoeedttig otoe year or a fine not 
exoeeding pO 2)s]n?titan pounds shall be Imposed on: 

1 . AnyóoBS vho disturbs the poraotlce of a religion or the rellgloas 
oevmaaieB pertainlog thereto,, or Interferes with such religion by deed or 
threat; 

Art» XâL, Ibe sane penalties shall apply to any offence against a publicly 
professed r e l i s i o n ooBialttQd by one of tiie means referred to In A r t i c l e 171 
^ • e , by vordB or Bhoute uttered In pubUo^ by means.of public acts or gestures, 
or by naaas of v r l t i o g s , dravlngs, paintings, photographs, emblems, or any other 
means of representation shown In public, or by any otíxer xaeans o£ p u b l i c i t y . 

The proYlslons of tills Artioie shall apply to:. 
1* The i ^ s t i n g or pubUoatlon of anjr book swarded as holy by one of the 

publicly prof essed rollgloBB I f the test i s a l t e x ^ deliberately v l t h a view to 
dl8tortli« Its meaning; 

2« Tbe Imitation of a religious ceremony or act In a public place or at a 
public aeetlag «itb a view to oastli^g zldloule on such oeremoi^ or act or 
providing antertalnnent for the apeo tatqrs. 

GUATEMALA 
Psfgpeo Wo, ,6^,. ^ S ^ p ^ ^ ;Lgl»̂ , p m e i ^ Pe«a?L Çodeg/ 

Art, 126, OJhe f o l l o w l i ^ persons shall be Hable to Impzlsonment for a texm 
of one year: 

• • • • 

2. Any person publishing or dlssemlnatli^ by any means false or distorted 
news vhloh serlooely disturbs public order or threatens national soverelijnty; 

1/ Benertolro yimsaent de l e g l s ^ t l e n égyptienne. Trt„ 2nd edition, June 1938. 
2/ Yearbook on ̂Etaaan Rights. 19»»9. p. 89. 

/IKDIA 
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IMDIA 
Indian Penal Cod© of 186C¿/ 

Sec. 2 9 7 . WhoeTer, with the intontlon of wounding the feellngô of any 
person, or of liKultl^Tg the religion of any person, or with tiie knowledge that the 
feelings of any person are l i k e l y to be wounded, or that the religion of any 
person i s l i k e l y to be insulted thereby, 

comité any trespass i n any place of worship or on any place of sepulture, 
or any place set apart for the performance of funeral rites or as a depository 
for the remains of the dead, or offers ai^y indignity to any human corpse, or éauses 
disturbance to a:ay pearsons assembled for the performance of funeral ceremonies, 

shall be punished with imprlsoment of either description for a tern whloh 
may extend to one year, or with fino, or with botíi. 

.Uttering,wordBy, et^ fTith deliberate intent to wound religious feelings 
Sec c 2 3 8 , Vihoever, with deliberate intention of wounding the religious 

feelings of any person, utters any word or makes any sound i n the hearing of that 
person or makes any gesture i n the sight of that person or places any object In 
the sight of tihat person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term vhich may extend to one year, or with f i n e , or with botii. 

Sec, 505: Whoever makes, publishes or circulates any statement, rumour or 
report, " 

(b) with Intent to, cause, or which i s l i k e l y to cause, fear or. alarm to thie 
public or to any section of the public whereby any person may be Indweed to 
commit an offence against the State or against the public t r a n i u i l l t y ; 
shall be pvni.shed with imprisonment which may extend to two years, or with flne^, 
or with both.c ' . , ' ' ' 

acception.» I t does nbt amount to an offence, «lüiln the meaning of 
this section, vhen the person mking, publishing or circulating, any such 
statement, rumour or report, has rea,sonable grounds for believing that such 
statement, rumoùr or report i s trxie and makes, publishes or circulates I t 
without any such intent as aforesaid. 

IRAN 
AçVcoacerciïKjthe Press of February 1908?/ 

See,, '3., The authors of articles contrary to the lelemlc f a i t h and rellglott 
published i n a rjewapaper or other publication shall be lia b l e to á fine of not • 
less than 10 or more than 30O tcmans 

1/ Sagru. îhisrlopaedla of General Acts and Codes of India, "Crtolnal Law and 
Procedure", Vol., I I , pp^ 2kl'^k2 and 386, " , . . • 

§y I.':?edom.^of_lHfo^ Vol. n , , p. 60, • /AsJL£fâSS3a34S& 
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Act coneernlng the Su^^ervlBlon of the Preá¿ 6f October 192sSJ 

Sec. !• Whereas unâer article 20 of the Constltutlon-thle pñblleatléa of'; v.̂à 
printed vorlcs with,the exception Of v r l t l i ^ s containing errors and t ^ t s Ulsely to 
be prejudicial to thé Islamic religion Is not pétâilblté̂ ^ of 
nevspaperf and pezlódloalî  and a l l prpprletox« of prlntli«g houses shall be obliged, 
T̂ çneTertlwy'Tiritó ̂  k staten©nt> or a story, or Jokss, 
the prlxidlpál or;dbp<x^^ subjabt Of vhlch Is the Îàlanlc f a i t h or rellgieá, to 
submit them for the approval of the ma^strats responsible fcbr siiperrlslng the 
appl^oatlpç of tto rellglou^^^ 
' - '̂ 9P.* ^» 'Whenever: the imuiá^ms ôdjUtor̂  of a newspaper or pexiodLcal or the' 
pri^Etrlat^, of .a person infringes the provlsioài of ' 
the fo^O^ng képtióî ^ ti»eT;9a«̂  i h a l l be brbught/ on the eàÎGPlainl; of the lühlio 
ProfleOtttoí' oï 6s á jpriraW peáriáoá, blefbr* the naglstra,te re'spon^lble f o r 
supervising the application of the religious lavs or the MuesuJnaá Judge ••• 

, Offences , 

Breaohse of the. peace' 

r t . l»frT. ' i 
es;p.e(̂ ding. )L^O;{lprlns sheCIl .be.Incurred by: 

Art, 1^7, A tè»K of iiiiprisoiú&ent not exceeding three months or a fine not 

In any person publicly making eontea^tuous and blasphemous uttexBhoes 
• -.u pff^nsive to rellglowfeelingS;^. either by vord of maith or i n writing* 

:;,v>s2o ;.aày.3BQi«pn r i W ^ person officiating i n the conduct of a religious 
^ };-..; , •;e'ereip¿y;in,,tĵ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 

3r any person deriding objects cózisecx̂ téd to thé perfomanóé of á religious 
service at the place i ^ r e and at the time when the pezf oxnanoe of that 
servloe i s permitted. 

Arto 1̂ 7&» Any person disseminating,* publicly exhibí ting or dieplaying, or 
holding i n stock for the purpose of being ¿U.ssem̂ }uited ̂ r.publicly.çqchibited.or 
displayed, a piece of writing or picture ocÁtainiíqg-boivbemptû ^ 
s^srdnees.iOf^e^lTe, tQj:ar$?igioi!,s feelljcige,, s j t i ^ , . . 1^ kno^s, pr has serious 

X/ Freedom of Informat;l{». Vol» I I , p, 6^, 
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reason to suppose that the piece of writing or picture contains such refereiices, 
be liable to Imprlsonznent for a term not exceeding two months or a fine not 
exceeding 120 floárlns, ' ^ 

The same penalty shall be incurz>ed by any person who ,with such Imowledge or 
such reason for supposition causes the contents of such a piece of wrltipg to be 
heard i n public. 

If the, offendt̂ ï*.commits one of the offences described i n this article, in-the 
course of his professional a c t i v i t i e s , and i f , at the tixua.'vitL&atíié'.o^^ 
committed, less than two years have elapsed since the confiznatlon*of a previous' 
sentence passed upon him for one of these offences, he may be debarred from,-the 
exercise of his jiirofBSsion, ° ; . ..,r. ;. • 

Arte lUQ, Any person i r l l f u l l y preventing or hindering lawful access to a 
place of burial or the lawful carriage of a body to a place of burial shall be 
liable to ixoprlsonment for a term not exceeding one month or a fine not exceeding 
120 f l o r i n s . 

Art, l k 9 , ..Any person.jiilfuUy defacing a grave or irtlfuUy or unJLavfully ̂  
destroying or daaaging any monument eroct^ed i n a place of' burial shall be l i a b l e 
to imprisonment for a term not exceeding one yeerc 

• I KICARAGUA . ... 

Penal Code of 1891. as amended?-/ . ; , 
Ti t l e I I I ^ * Offences against religion 

Art,'205, Amy person who-commitB..any of the following acts sha^Ll be. 
deemed to have committed an offence against religion,-, that i s to say. If he: 

1. by acts or threats, and without proper authority,: Interferes with the 
exercise of ¿ religious f a i t h i n any of i t s forms; 

2. w i l f u l l y overturns, demolishes, renders useless or destroys consecrated 
objects i n holy places or buildings; 

3. without Just cause, physically maltreats a minister of religion, or 
insults or abuses him i n the exercise of his functions. (Art. 6, Const.) 

Art. 207. ^ offence of intolerance shall be deemed to ,be cominltted by 
any person who: , 

• ^ 

1. forces another to change his religious belief or practice, througli the 
application Of material pressure, threats, reproaches' or other measures l i k e l y to 
annoy the person i n question; 

3-7 Códigos Penables IberoamericanosEstudio de_Ie^islaclon comparada.' by ' 
Luis Jimenez de Asua, v o l . ' ^ , l p ! ^ p T 2 7 0 , '""̂  . . 

/ 2 , disturbs 
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2, disturba anothsí^ln tíie exercise of his religious f a i t h , vhether pubUoIy 
or pxlTately, by any neaas sufficient to cause that person to Intezvupt his 
rellgloua dévêtions^ Or annoy him or distract his attention, (Arts. 6 and 13 
.Const.) 

POLAHD 
Decroa Ho. 33» of 5 August I9»̂ 9 conoemlng protection of the freedom of 
c<«faolenoe and rellftlott 1/ 

' Art; 5 . Any person laxo off ends religious feelings by I n s u l t l i ^ In publlO 
any object of vorship, or the site dedicated f o r pezfonslng religious eerencnies 
i s l i a b l e to a pesa:|.ty of taprisonmsnt f o r a term not eocceedii^ five years* 

SWEDEN -
""""m^HTTril Act Belflting to greed(M of the Presff of 23 Itoch 3^9U^ 

Chapter 7 
Offences against Freedom of the Press 

Art. Having due regard f o r the purpose of freedom of the Press as stated 
In chapter 1, tiie following utterances In print are forbidden when punishable 
by law: 

(5) l i b e l or other defamatory act against the King or other member of the 
royal jTandly, affrosat to a government adminietration acting i n place of the King 
or to the BikBdagj ItjB departments or committees or to the fla g or shield of 
Sweden or aiay other symbol of Swedish sovereignty; 

(11) tixe iBBuiting of exiythi;^ held sacred by the Church or a recognized 
rel i g i o n . 

SWIIZIÏÏLAKD . 
Canto^Tal Legislation 

Canton'Appy^9^ ̂ , Bh. 

, iOffenees against Public Ordsr^ 
.Î Art, l»2. Any person producing printed matter, ^otographs, pictures^ fUms 

1/ Yearbook bn Human Blahts. 1 ^ 9 , p. 173. 
^ f I f f f W t i o n , Toi, I I , p, 69. 
2/ Ibid. p. 81. 

I. 
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or othei" objects l i k e l y to incite or encourage the commission ot* crimes or 
offences^ to exë2»cièe a grossly demoralizing influence, to disturb their religious 
peaoç or ottxerwlse give great offence, and any person publicly e a M b l t l i ^ or 
ci r c u l a t i n g such objects, shall (of this Canton) be punishable by ImpriaooiDe&t 
or fixjà„ 

TOBKEÏ 

^£-.^.,J?P^?^^0-V^S^}^^.,J^^^^-.f^ amended on 20 Sent«aber 1 ^ ^ 

/^rto 30. A l l persons publishing articles \dxlch offend national feelings 
or give false information to this end, shall be fined not less than LT30Û 
/;&ir.kieh pounasj. 

Pejial Codei/ 

Arto l63« Persons vho exploit religion,or rellgleus feelihg to Ixiclte the 
people to acts vhich may Jeopardize the security of the Stats> and persons vho' 
.form associations with such ends, are l i a b l e to a heavy term of imprisonment, 
even vhere such incitemont or association remains without positive result. 

. UÎŒTED KCIKaxai 

a„ §tatute£ 

lo Blasphemy and Profanity Suppression.(l697-8)> 9 W i l l , 3 C, 35̂ 2/ 
. An^Act for the more effectual suppressing of Blasphemy and Profañensse 

Whereas many persons have of late years openly avowed and.published naay 
blasphemous and. impious^ opinions contrary to the doctrines and principles of 
the Christian reUgion greatly tending to the dishonour of Almighty God and 
may prove distructive to tiie peace and welfare of this kingdom Wherefoiie for 
the more effectual suppressicg of the said detestable crimes be i t enacted 
by the lO.ngs most excellent Majesty by and with the ad^ce and consent of 
the lords spi r i t u a l and texiiporal and the commons i n this preseot Parliament 
assembled and by the authority of the same that i f az^ person or persons 
having been educated i n or at any time having made profession of the Christian 
reU.gion within this realm «h«*l by writing printing teaching or advised 
speaking « , . assert or maintain there are more gods than oxie or shal 
deny the Christian religion to be true or the Holy Scriptures, of the Old and 
Kow Testament to be of divine authority and nhal upon ItiUctment or 

•1/ ?.^i,®J3fJi?^i«ati^ Vol. I I , P. 89. • .. . .... 

2 / Ibid, po- 180, 

3/ Jia7.sbury-s Statutes of England, Second Edition, (191^9), Vol, 5y P. 5l*^. 

/infoxnatlon 

file:///dxlch
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4nfonnatlon i n any of Hla Majeatlee courts at Westminster or at the Assizes 
he thereof lawfully convicted hy the oath of two or more credible witnesses 
such person or persons for the f i r s t offence shal be adjudged Incapable and 
disabled i n law to a i l intents.and purposes whatsoever to have or enjoy any 

, o f f Ice or off Ices Intploynient or. Imploym ecclesiastical c i v i l or military or 
any part i n them or any profit or advantage appertaining to them or any of 
them Any i f any person or persons so convicted as aforesaid shal at the 
time of his or their conviction enjoy or possess any office place or 
Imployment such office place or ln;g>loymont shall be voyd and i s hereby 
declared void And i f such person or pei'sons shall be a second time lawfully 
convicted as aforesaid of a l l or any the afoi'esaid crime or crimes that 
then he or tliey shall from thenoefprth be disabled to sue prosecute plead or 
use any action or information i n any"court of law or equity or to be 

: (n̂ ;çdlan, of any child or executor or administrator of any person or capable 
of Any. á'egacie or de.©d of g i f t or to bear any office c i v i l or military or 
benefice ecclesiastical for ever within this realm and shall also suffer 
imprisonment for the space of three years without b a i l or mainprize from' 
the time of such conviction« 

. Notes: ...̂  . 

. . ( i ) .'.po^^ words oialtted ware, repealed by 53 G*?q̂  3. c, 160 ( l 8 l 2 - 3 ) , s, 2 
' T^piôaï^d)^, . ¡This Act do^s ^ot. .alter the Common Law offence of blasphemy 
U;»fto v. 'Pearson ( I 8 l 7 ) 3 Mer. ,353i 15 Digest 733, 79X5; v. Ca r l i l e 
(1:219), 3 B & Aid. 161; 15 Digest 733, 7916), as to which, see 9 Halsbury's 
Laws (2ndEàn) 387. -

(2) Ho prosecutions have in xaodern times been Instituted under the 
provisions of those Acts or of this Act. 

2. The Crlallnal Libel Act, .(I819), 60 Geo. 3 & 1 Geo. k c* 8^/ 
An. Act for the more effectual Prevestlon^nd^_Punljh^ of blasphemous 

•'-"^^^"^Tg^Sït.iou^ 
, After verdict, ètig.^!.against any person for composing, etc.. a blasphemous 

or aëa.l,tious l i b e l , the po^yt maŷ m̂ke ord seTzüre''iof c<^ie's of-,^e ' 
"libel in possession, of,s,uch fi^Bon,^ ^/fi'*'" • « •, .1^ every'case i n which any 
verdict or' Judgment by ' default"s,hall be had against any person for composing, 
printing.. or publishing asi^' blasphemous l i b e l , or any, seditious l i b e l tending to 
bring i'nt6 hatred orlcontempt the person,;0f his Majesty.,.or the government and 
constitution'..of the Ifelted Kingdom ao by "law'established, or either House of 
Parllaaient, or to excite his Majesty'"'s subjects to attempt the alteration of 
any matter l;çî Church or State as by law, established, otherwise than by lawful 
raeana, i t shall be. lavrful for the Judge cr the court before' whom or i n which such 
ySiXLltit shall have been given, or the court i n which such Judgment by default 
Rhall be hadj to make an order for the seizure and carrying away and detaining i n 
safe custody, i n such mamer as shall be directed i n such order, a l l copies of 
the l i b e l which shall be i n the possession of the person against whom such verdict 

1/ HalBbury*s Statutes of Eng3^nd, Sscond Edition, Vol, I 3 , ,1122, 
. •• /or Judgment 
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or Juâgsient shall have been had, or In the poaseséioh of any Other person naaed In 
thé order for his use, evidence upon ojsth having been proviously given to the 
satisfaction of such court or Judge, that a oppy or copies of the said l i b e l i« 
or ar.e.in the possession of such other person f o r the \iee of the person against 
vhom éùchr vejrdlot or Juâgnent shal l have been had as afwesaid; and i n every mxcla^ 
case i t shall be'lavf^ for any justice of the peace, or for any conistable or 

. other peace officer, acting under any such order, or for any person or persons 
acting vital or In aid of any íEQich justice of the peace, constable, or o^er peaoe 
officer, to search for any «o:^es of such l i b e l In any house, building, or other 
place \^tsoevQr belonging, to the person against tduai any such verdict or 
judgment shall have been had, or to any ether person so named i n vhose possession 
any copies of any such l i b e l , belonging to the person against vhom any suoh verdletb 
or judgment s l i a l l have, been had, shall bej and i n case admission Shall be rêïtised 
or not obtained v i thin a reasonable time after I t shall have been f i r s t demanded, 
to enter by force by day into any such house, bulldlx^, or place VhateoeTsr, and 
to carry avay a l l copies of the l i b e l thex« found, and to detain the sane, i n 
safe custody, u n t i l the same :shall be restored under the provisions of tMs Aet, 
or disposed of according to any further order made i n relation thereto. 

Botes: 
Blasphemy and blasphemous 3JL bejL, Blasihemy Is the offence of scoffIngly 

or Irreverently rldlcuúiig or impugning the doctrines Of tha Christian f a i t h . 
Blasphemous l i b e l occurs where blasphemous statements are written ' (see 9 
Hal6bury«s Laws (2nd, Edn,) 388, and, for cases, see 15 Digest. 733-735, 
791^.791^9)0 ' . 

3 . (Che Law of Libel Amendment Act (1888), 51 & 52 V i c t , c. Oil/ 

An_ Act̂ ^ to amend the law of Libel 

• o»» 
3 • Newspaper^ rej^prts^ of prpoeedinf^s^ i n your^ privileged. »«A f a i r and ^ 

accurate report i n anynewspaper of proôeedïngs puhïioly ĥ âzd. before any court 
eocorcislng i^i^Ucial nathosdty s h a l l , i f published oonteapomQeously with suoh 
proceedings, be privileged: Provided that nothing In this section ehaH authorise 
the publication of any blasphemous or indecent matter, 
b. Case 

s y a s E t e w j i b e i • : 
In English common law, blasphemous l i b e l i s a miedeineanour piuriahable v i t h 

fine or Impxlsoiinexit .iàhd consists, generally, i n speaklni;,' writing or publishing 
with Intent to è^:i\ aaa. Insult believers, any scurrlloa» or profano wards 

1/ Halsbury»s Statutes of Ehgland, 2nd, Edn., Vol, 13, P. U h 3 , 
2/ Conraion law cases cited under Üils -heading were taloen f m i Hálbury*8 Statutes 

of Etjglaad, find^ J!nd»,.d9U9) .JB0l^-5,_wd Odgers i n tdbel and Slander, 
6th ed„ (1929)• . " 

/vlUfyli« or 
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T l l l f y i n g or ridloiaing God, Jesus Christ, the Holy Ghost, thé Old or Neir 
Testament, or Christianity In General, ¿/ 

The essence of the crime ooneists In the publication of «ords concerning 
the Christian religion so souzrilous and offensive «s to pass the limits of 
decent, controversy/and to he oaloulated to outrage the feelings of iemy 
suapathlser v l t h Christianity. 

In the c r l o e o f blasphemous l i b e l , the defendant cannot plead a justification: 
nbr can he be permitted at the t r i a l to ax̂ gue that his blas^hesious words are 
true. 3/ 

Blasphemy In Cosaion 
The early Oomoon Law oases show that "disturbance of the peace" or "the 

danger to the existence of the State" were the basis for the prosecution and 
ptmlsbment of the crime of blasphemous l i b e l a . I t was pointed out that 
blasphemous preaching euod writing led to dangerous outbrealcs of fanatism and the 
State faftd, therefore, a direct Interest i n their suppression. The case of B, t« 
Taylor ̂  ruled that blasphemous,words were not only an offence to God and 
religion, but a crime against the lavs. State and Government, and, therefore, 
punishable In this Court. 

The case of B.v* Taylor was not later extended making «frlminal l i a b i l i t y 
dependent upçn "the:heretical oharaoter of the opinions expressed" end that 
"whatever Strikes at the vezy root of Christianity tends manifestly to a ' 
dissolution of the o l v i l government", In 1915, 1& the case of Be Bowman ] / 
It was held that any man may, without subjecting himself to any penal consetuenoes 
soberly and revez^tly'examine and question the truth of those doctrines, and 
would not therefore'be punishable for blasphen^ at ccmoon law. The law therefore 
ceased to Interfere with man*s religious opinions. The basis for the punishment 
for the crime of blasphemous - l i b e l wblofa. In early times, constituted the 
"danger to the State" has thus been substituted with the element of: "Malielous 
Intent to Insult the religious feelings of otiiers by profanely sc<^lng at a l l 
they hold eaored". 2/ 

IJ Bowmott V. Secular Society. Ltd., (191?) A. C. Ho6; 86 L. J , Ch, 565. 
.2/ B. V. Cott (l92gK 16 Or. App. Beg. 8?. 
;/ •R,if \ Davidson (1821), U B. & Aid. 329; Cooke v. Hughes. By. * Moo, 115. 
y See Odgejfs on Libel and Slander, Sixth B i i t i e n , ctt pp. S96^0l^. 
'J 1 Ventr. 893. 
.v/ R. v. Voolston. 1 Bamart'. 162. 266. 
J Be Bowman. ? Ch. p. k<ii. 

See Odgers cn Libel and Slander, Sixth Edition, pp. 396̂ 01»̂ , 
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UNITED STATES 
California PenalCi 

. Section 2580 Slander is malicious defamation orally uttered "by 
radio 0.» or other means teiBiing to blacken the memory of one who i s dead, 
or to impeach thé c.c reputation co* of one who i s l i v i n g , or any educational 
l i t e r a r y , social, fraternal, benevolent or religious corporatioia, association, 
or organization o»» 

Indiana Statute^ 
Section 10-9014-, I t i s the policy of the state to protect the welfare and 

rights of i t s citizens by preventing racketeering i n hatred^ 
Section 10-905c A., I t shall be unlawful to conspire ... for the 

purpose of advocating ... or disseminating malicious hatred by reason of race, 
color, or religion for or against any person, persons, or group of persons, 
inâ.lvidually or collectively ., 

Section 10-906, Violators shall be deemed guilty of racketeering in 
hatred and liable to a magimum penalty of disfranchisement for ten years, 
$10,000 fine, and two years i n Jallo 

Section 10-907. This section provides the equitable remedy discussed below. 
Section 10-908, Corporations cannot be chartered, nor foreign oorporatloiis 

allowed to do business i n the state, for the purpose of violating 10'»905o 

Section 10-r909., Domestic corporations acting i n violation of section 
10-905 shall' f o r f e i t their charters, 

Section 10-912. The term ''hatred" as used I n this act shall mean and 
include malevolent i l l - w i l l , animosity, odium.,.. 

Section IOÍ-9Í3 o Ho provision of any section of idila act shall be 
construed to prohibit any right protected by the federal constitution ... 
including, but not limited to rights of freedraa of speech, freedom of the 
press, and freedom of religion» 

1/ Cal,, Pen* Code, chap, 11, ( l9 l^l). 
2/ Indo Stat^ para, 10-90l̂ -911* (Bums 1933). 

/Mississippi 
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Soctloa 3.» Any person vho Inâlvldually, or as a member of any «?gaaltatlon, 
association, or othcr^dse, shall Intentionally preach, teach, or disseminate 
atîy teaohinss, cs^ed, theory, or set of alleged principles, or a l l y , or by moans 
of "a phonograph or other ciiifflttrivenoô of ûay'fcind or natU3«, or by speech, 
le t t e r , map or picture vhich voxad incite any sort of r a c i a l distrust, dlS(xe>dsr, 
p3:eáudioo3 or hatred , , , 6 l i a l l be guilty of a felony and punished by Imprisonment 
i n the State peitltoîïtiary u n t i l treaty of peace be declared by the United States 
but suoh iis^priaonmerit shall not exoeed ton years, 

Juci4cií%X I>9cíeion 

¿SSMi^JSlsJiéP-S^^í^f'^<• ^1¿* the Mississippi statute Is unconstitutional, 
ïhe pertinent w>râijris of^tiTe ph.ra.Te'̂ 'by epeoch, l e t t e r , Si j or picture which 
would incite ajcy sor-i, Of r&clal ATuStrust, diaorder, prejudices or hatred", i s 
too general and not specific enpû ĥ, îhat statute could be construed as to 
mftko i t a oriali'ial offence for p33-nor.a to camcwnicate to others vicrws and 
opinions riiopeoting govoriEaentai policies, and proj^ecles concerning the 
íMture of our vT/a ciid other nations ee« and that i t would punish them al t h o u ^ 
what they coîimamicatéâ i s not olaimfld or shown to have been done with an e v i l 
or slTiistex» purpose, to have advocated or incited subversive action against the 
nation or state, or to have threatened any clear aaid present danger, to our 
. i n s t i t u t i o n . 

Kev York Statute 
A person 'Ao w i l f u l l y and wrongfully commits any act tóilch seriCMSly 

injures t¿ie persjou or property of another, or which seriously disturbs or 
endangars tlie public peace or health or which openly outrages public decency, 
for whicii ïio other punieiimeat la expressly prescribed by this chapter, i s guilty 
of a aiiBdsmeanor 9». ^ 
Judicial Beclîsiùc. - ' 

zJê.9^XPJÎÈAi^SSSsÉiS^^- ?5M" statute does not, on Its face, 
extend, the protection of tîie 3¿w to groups. The question now to be considered 
i s ^riaether or mat the statute has been or should, be extended by Judicial 
construction so as to sustain iud3.ct£ient for invoctiv© directed against such 
larger groupij, ouch as a l l the Jews, or a l l the Christians, or a l l the Democrats, 
or a l l the Repibllcims,3,,9 In view of the general wording of the phrases 
contained i n the statists, grave doubts exist as to the possibility of i t s 
applicability to casea involving religious, raclaj. or national discrimination . 2 / 

1/ 319 ./«s, 581 

2/ 319 U „ s , 583 
1 / Section 2030, Hew York Penal Code, 188, N,Y, U78, 81 N.E^ k ^ 9 (1907) 

h/ h K.y,S,. 2 d , p. 260 

^ av̂ .MTUvawë, ''Cr<áip Lib e l " , C^rtójajaw^^flrterjj^ v o l , 35, 1950, P. 287. 

ytoaiAY 
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t . 
URUGUAY 

Penal Code (ghapter T). 1» Decenber 1933^ 

Offences agalMt̂ ,freeáocyiitjî ^ sentiment. 
« < 

Art, 30lt r. (Acta offensive to worship through intfeaft=ere»ce with or 
disturbanoo of a religious ceremony). Any person who in any way interferes 
with or disturbs a religious ceremony> a r i t e , or an act of worship of any 
one of the religicns tolerated in the country, whether perfomed in a place 
of worship, in a place open to the public or i n private premises, Ir the 
latter case in the presence of a minister of the f a i t h , shall be l i a o l e , 
to imprisonment for three to eighteen months. 
Art. 305 - (Acts offensive to worship through the desecration of the 
place or objects of worship). Any person who in any way, by word or deed 
(including damage or destruction), gives offence to any of the.religions 

. tolerated i n the country by deseçjtttlng objects venerated by that religion 
or objects used for religious rites in places of worship, shall, i f the 
.offence is ccramitted i n public or owing to i t s scandalous nature becomes 
a' public a f f a i r , be liable to imprisonment for six to twenty-four months. 
Art. 3 0 6 . - (Acts offensive to worship through public abuse of persons 
professing a particular"faith or of the ministers of the f a i t h ) , . Any 
person who in any way gives offence to any of the religious faiths 
tolerated in the country or publicly abuses i t s mlnieters or persons 
professing i t , shall be liable to imprisonment for three to twelve months. 
Art, 3G8, - (Desecration of graves, ums. or objects used for the reverence 
of the dead). Any person who commits any act of desecration upon a grave, 
urn or objects designed for i t s protection or adornment or for the 
reverence of the dead, or i&o disfigures or iB^wirs the beauty of such 
objects or desecrates them by abusive inscriptions shall be liable to 
imprisonment for six months to five years in a penitentiary. 

1/ códigos Penales Iberoamericanos. Estudio de Legislación comparada. 
by Luis Jiménez de Asúa, vol. I I , .19^6, p. .773. 

/PAET I I 
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PART I I 

National Legislation and Jurisprudenèë Liinlting Freedom 
of Information^.wit h regard-tor . .'I 

"False or Distorted Report8 which Undermine ; 
Friendly Relations Between Peoples or -

States" ' - • • 

AUSTRIA 

Penal Code of 27 May 1852 as amended̂ '̂  

Art, 308. Any person who spreads or disseminates false rumours which he 
has no good reason to believe to be, «tr̂ie., and which tend to disturb the publie 
peace or which tend to Influence riuifavourably public opinion abroad with respect 
to conditions In the country; likewise, any person who spreads or disseminates 
an alleged.prediction of l i k e nature, unless such act i s punishable by a mere 
severe penalty; shall be guilty of a misdemeanour and shall accordingly be 
punished by detention for eight days' to three months. An alien found guilty of 
the aforesaid misdemeanour shall be Hable to deportation from the territory 
of the State, 

BELGIUM 

Belgian Congo 

Legl&latlve Order No. 254/Telec, on Telecommunications of 23 August.1940*^ 

Chapter I I , Radio«Commimications 

Art, 27, The following are prohibitedj 
5, The broadcasting of signals and communications which are l i a b l e to 

endanger the security of the State, or which are contrary to public order or 
morality, or which constitute an outrage against the convictions of others or 
an offence against a foreign State; 

1/ Freedom of Information, Vol, I I , p, 158; 
,2/ Ibid, p, 106. 

/CANADA 
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t 
CMADA 

Art, 135. Evoryono l a guilty of an indictghlo oifonco and liablo to ano 
year's imprieoimont vho, without lawful Justification, puhlishoo any l l b o l tending 
to degrado, rovilo or o^oso to hatred arid contempt, i n 'tho estimation of tho 
poopio of any f orolgn Stato, any prlnco or porson oxorclslng sovdroign authority 
ovor such Stato» 

COLOMBIA 
DocyGô .IIo, 1966 of l ^ j r o f f ^ t ^ ^ Rac^p<;cannagiioatioiis^ jSor v l c e ^ 

Chapter lo Genoral Provlaions 
árt= 10, Ko radlocQcmunicatlons' station may transmit anything which might 

"bo prejudicial to public morality, national security or Intomatlonal rolations, 
tho honour, and security of persone and tho rcspoct due to tho lawful authorities 
or which contaljas falso or tondontious reports of any form of incitcsnont to 
dlsrespoct for tho authorltlos, disobcdicnco of tho law or dlsturbanco of public 
ordora - •. ' •• , 

Act^ Np» 29. Cjaaoornlng Press Rogulûtlons of 15 Doccaabor 
Arte. 33o Any porson publishing without the permission of tho Minlstor of 

Porclgxi Affairs Inf otmation on tiio course of diplomatic negotiations being 
conduotod by tho Country shall bo li a b l e to a fine of 500 to 2000 pesos. 

?ho foregoing shall not provont Journalists or writors from discussing tho 
interests of tho country i n i t s relations with f orolgn powers. 

Arte 46, Whore calumny or Insult against tho hoad of a foreign nation or 
his diplomatic roprosontatlvo i s charged, procoodlngs shall bo had cinly on 
compJjalnt by such representativo or at tho Instance of tho Mlidstry of Foreign 
Affaira and on joroduction of ovidonco that, except the Vatican City, rooiprooity 
i n such matters i s afforded by tho mtion to which tho complaJnant belongs. 

i / êd_qm...of Information. Vol, H, P, 16Í5. 
1/ M l ' P«. 
3/ Ibid, Pc 21, • 

/COSTA RICA 
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COSTA mcA 
Police Code of 21 August 19»fX̂ -

, Chapter I I I . Offences against a friendly nation and Its goyemnsnt and 
representatives. 

Art. 87. Any person who, hy word of mouth, to writing or In any other 
form, puhllcly offends the honour or repute of any friendly nation, or slanders 
or Insults i t s Head of State or diplomatic representatives, shall he liable to 
arrest for thirty to I80 days or a fine of 80 to 350 colones, i f the act does 
not otherwise constitute an offence. 

I f a complaint i s lodged, the Public Prosecutor s h a l l , on the x«quest of 
higher authority, institute the relevant prcoeedings. 

CUBA 

Code of Social Defence of 1938^ 
T i t l e I I - Offences against international peace, international law 

and the freedom and security of the seas. 
Chapter I , Offences against International peace and international 

• law. 
Art, 162 (a). Any person yiko, i n the absence of a declaration of war, 

commits within the territory of the Bepubllc, any act directly intended to 
• impair the Independence, t e r r i t o r i a l integrity or s t a b i l i t y of the government 
of a foreign state, shall be liable to Imprisonment for three to six years. 

(b) Any person who, i n the absence of a déclaration of war, commits 
within.the territory of the Bepubllc an offence against the head of a foreign 
state, shall be lia b l e to the penalty applicable to/the offence plus one-third 
to otie-half of the penalty. 

(c) This provision shall apply to offences committed within the 
territory of the Bepubllc against the diplomatic representatives of a foreign 
state while these are performing their duties, 

(d) Any person who violates the personal Immunity or thé domicile of the 
head of another state who is v i s i t i n g the Bepubllc on o f f i c i a l business, or of 
an accredited dlplcanatlc representative of another Power, shall be liable to 
Imprisonment for two to six years. 

1/ C<5digoà Penales Iberamerloanos, Estudio de Legislación conparada, by 
Luis Jimenez de Asúa, Yol. I , 1946, P. 032, 

2/ Ibld. Pe 891. 

/(e) I f the 
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(©) I f the offender can only he prosecuted at the suit of the offended party, 
proceedings shall only ho instituted at the latter* s reçLuest, or on the 
in i t i a t i v e of the Ooveminent of the Republic. 

Art. 163 (a). Any person who publicly incites the Cuban people to à war 
of aggression against a foreign nation shall be liable to Imprisonment for one 
to three years. 
(b) Any person who, during the course of diplomatic negotiations for the 
peaceful settlement of an international dispute, fckents popular feeling for 
the purpose of exerting pressure upon the Government i n favour of war^ shall 
be liable to - imprisonment for six months and a day to two years, -
(c) Any person who spreads false reports by means of the press or the radio, 
for the purpose of disturbing international peace or the good relatione of the 
Republic with any other nation, shall be liable to Imprisoninent for three 
months and a day to one year, or a fine of 90 to 200 pesos. 

Art, 164, Any person who, in time of warj commits any of the following 
offences shall be liable to imprisonment for six months and a day to three 
years, that i s to say i f he: 

(a) f a i l s to respect the i n v i o l a b i l i t y of ambulances, hospitals and 
concentration camps for wounded, sick or prisoners; 
(b) withholds the necessary assistance to wounded, sick, persons 
admitted to hospitals, or prisoners of war'; 
(c) attacks i n any way ships, trains or aircraft used for hospital 
services or the transportation of wounded, shipwrecked persons oj: 
prisoners; 
(d) prevents official'welfare agencies, whether national, foreign or 
international, from carrying out their proper duties. 
Art, 165, Any person who publicly tears' down or destroys the flt-g, coat 

of arms or other emblem of.a foreign state as an act of contempt towards that 
state, or insults them, shall be liable to Imprisonment for thirty-one days to 
aix months, or a fine of 3 I to I 8 0 pesos, or both, . 

•CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
Act Uo. 165 of 20 December 1950 , / 
Ooncemlng the Defence of Peace ^ 

The National Assembly of the Czechoslovak Republic has agreed bn the 
following Act: 

The Czechoslovak people ,,. 
0.. has already given clear expression in i t s new people's democratic laws 

to i t s detenninatlon to preserve the peaceful co-existence of.peoples and to 

1/ Collection of Laws of the Czechoslovak Republic. Issue 68 of 24 December 1950, 
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punish a l l those who threaten the peace. Conscious that the Instigators of a 
new war are redoubling their warlike'threats and their-propaganda for a new war, 
and are now passing to overt acts of aggression, the Czechoslovak people 
promulgates an Act for the defence of peaoe, in order thereby to a f f i m once 
again and to pursue even more actively Its efforts for world peace and 
International solidarity. 

Now therefore, i t is,hereby resolved: 
Art, 1 , - 1 , Any person who attempts to disturb the peaceful co-existence 

of the peoples by any form of instigation to war or war propaganda, or who 
otherwise supports war propaganda, shall be guilty of a crime against peace, 

2« Any person committing such an offence shall be punished by deprivation 
of lilterty for one to ten years. Where the acts referred to in paragraph 1 are 
committed by any person 

(a) as a member of an association 
(b) ca a ccsiBlder^t'io ncale, or 
(c) where there are other aggravating circumstances the punishment shall 
be deprivation of liberty for ten to twenty-five years. 

IWMENICAN HEPUBLIC 
a. Statutes. 
Act Ho, 1^51.of 2 March 1949 for the regulation of public entertainments and 
radio broadcasts 1/ 

Art, 2̂ . The regulations referred to in the foregoing ar t i c l e may ban 
entertainments, cinematographic exhibitions and radio broadcasts, or portions 
thereof, which are offensive to public decency or morality, or prejudicial to 
relations with friendly countries or generally which are l i k e l y to have a 
detrimental effect on the principles and standaj?ds of tho Dominican People, 

Regulations Qovenoing Public Entertainments and Radio Broadcasts^ 
Art, 31c The Hational Public Entertainments and Broadcasting Commission 

shall on no grounds grant permission to'films and theatrical works which 
offend, ridicule or c r i t i c i z e , or which are derogatory to, or hold up to 
international scorn or defame friendly nations or national or foreign heads 
of state, or which tend to distort facts or misplace emphasis or .which tend 
an excessive or misleading manner to misrepresent the habits and customs of 
other countries maintaining good relations with tHe Dominican Republic, 

1/ E/CN,VSub.l/l07/Add.4, page 2. 

2/ Ibid, pp, 5, 6, 

b., Judicial 
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»̂ 4 là̂ lclal̂ Decls Ion ; Case (192-7)^/ 

The Journalists M.A.P. and-M.R.Ô,, were sentenced, the fomier on a charge 
of l i h e l aiid slander, under article 369 of the Penal Code, against the memory 
of the late President of a foreign state, W.G.H,, of the Uhited Ststes of 
Amerj.ca, and the latter on a charge under articles 84 and 85 of the same Code 
for an act disapproved hy the Dominican Government - namely, having published 
in the newspaper La Prensa an article signed by the former containing the 
above-mentioned slander and l i b e l . 

The Court condemned M.A,E, to six months* correctional imprisonment and a 
fine of 50 pesos for the offence of slander against the memory of the said 
deceased and M.Ê O, to the penalty of three years' exile for having 
committed an act disapproved by the Dominican Govertaaent, ''exposing, the Republic 
to a declaration of war, 

Aggeals Whereas article 84 of the Penal Code states that any person who, 
by reason of hostile acts disapproved by the Government, exposes the Republic 
to a declaiïEblon. of war, shall be punished,,,; considering that before ar t i c l e 
84 of the Penal Code may be applied, i t must be established that the accused 
has coinmitted one or more material acts against the rights of a State and 
further, that such acts are of sufficient gravity to give rise to a declaration 
of war; that such conditions are not f u l f i l l e d in the case of offences committed 
against a State by meins of the spoken or writtnn word; that therefore In the 
case of the accused M̂E-̂O,,, publication i n his newspaper of the writings of the 
accused M̂ Â Pc was not a hostile act against the (foreign) State of a nature 
to expose the Republic, etc..,,; and that therefore with regard to the accused 
M..R,0, the Judge also made an eironeous application of the law and Imposed a 
penalty.for an act not punishable by Itw, 

The sentence is q.uaehed<. (As regards the f i r s t accused, sentence was 
also quashed~on the grounds that both article 367 and article 369 of the Penal 
Code refer to l i v i n g persons, and that the words considered by the Judge to be 
slanderous or libellous referred not to the head of a friendly nation but to 
a deceaeea .person who held that position when alive.) 

EGYPT 
Penal Code of-31 July 1 9 ? 7 ^ 

Chapter Xnr 
C/riges and offences committed through the press, etc. 
Article J7 1 , Anyone who, by words or shouts uttered i n public, by means 

of public acts or gestures, or by means of writings, drawings, paintings, 

i / F-^edom of Xnfonnatlon. Vol, I I p» I9I 
'èJ lieP^rtolre peimanent/de legislation ágyptieme. T r i , , 2nd edit/lon, June I 9 3 8 . 

/photographs, 
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photographs, emblems or any other means of representation shovm i n public, 
or by any other means of publicity, directly provokes a, person or persons 
to commit an act acknowledged as a crime or offence, shall be liable to , 
punishment as, aia accomplice in such crime or^ offence, i f the provocation has 
been followed by action. 

A r t i c l e ^ l B l , Anyone who cpnaaits an offence by one bf the above-mentioned 
means agatost the person of a foreign sovereign or head of State shall be 
li a b l e to a term of imprisonment not exceeding two years. 

Article 3.82a Anyone vho insults, by the above-mentioned-means, the 
accredited^representatire of a fox's ign State in Egypt in coniiexion with 
matters pertaining to the exerciBO of his functions, shall be liable to a 

. tern of imprisoonent not exceeding one year and a fine o: 20 to 100 Egyptian 
poui-ids, or til one of these penalties only. 

Article 1̂88a Anyone vrho publishes with malicious intent, by one of the 
ab ove-ment i OTi-ed means, any false news, or infoimation which i s fabricated, 
f a l s i f i e d , oî?i mendaciously attributed to third persons, shall be liable to a 
term bf imprisonment hot exceeding eighteen months and to a fine of 50 to 200 
EgQTptlan pounds, or to one of these penalties only. If sucfh news or Information 
i s liable to disturb tihe peace or Is prejudicial to the public Interest, 

FRANCE 
Act ccmcemlng the Freedprn of the Presfj of 2^ July l 8 8 l ^ 

Offences a^gainst Heads of S-tate^ and JPov&ï^ Diplomatic Agents 
Art. 36. Insults uttered publicly against the heads of Foreign States, 

heads of foreign Governments and Ministers of Foreign Affairs- of foreign 
Governments shall be punishable by imprisonment of not leas than 3 months or 
more than 1 year and a fine of not less than 1.000 or more than 1,000.000 
francs, or by either of these penalties. 

Art, 37o Insults uttered publicly against embassadors and plenlpotentiaty 
ministers, envoys, charges d'affaires cr other diplomatic agents accredited to 
the Gcvoriflcent SÎ the Republic shall be punishable by imprisonment of not less 
than 8 days or more than 1 year and a fino of not less than 1,000 or more than 
1.000,000 francs, or by either of these penalties. 

Art, 27. The malicious publication, dissomlnatlon or reproduction by 
any means of false reports or documents which are fabricated, forged or 
falsely attributed to third persons shall be punishable, i f a disturbance of 
public order results or might resiat frcaa such acts, by Imprisonment of not 
loss than 6 months.or more than.3 years and a fine of not less than 1,000 or 
moi^ then 1,000,000 francs, or by either of these pona3.tiee. 

. i / L^¿S5.££.J3í'£2^,11^i H p , 3^ /The same 
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The eajcie acta shall he jpunishable by laxprisonment of not less than 1 or 
more tiiaii. ? years and a fine of not.lesi than .'̂ C-DO or more than 3,000.000 
francs whenever such malicious publication, dissemination or reproduction i s 
calculated to impair the discipline or morale of the aimed forcea or to Impede 

• tli9 nation^S war effort, 

Art^ 60. Proceedings in correctional and ordinary police tribunals shall 
bs govaysd by the provisions of Book I I , Pax'fc I, Chapter I I . of the Code of 
CriraineJ, Procédurewith the following modifications: , 

1. I'l the event of insult to-heads of States or to foreign diplomatic 
agents, proceedings may be initiated either at their instance or «J^S^fj^lSj. 
cn siibmiBeidn cf a i-sr^uest thi-ough the Minister of Foreign AffairETto^'tne 
Minister of Justice. 

In this svsnt, tho provisione of ar'tlcle k9. on the r l ^ t of seizure and 
preventive arreñt in connexion with the offences provided for in articles 23, 
2h and 25 ghaj.l be applicable, • 

~ . GPEECE 
Gwj^titjxtij^^ 

Arto i . Any person ivisultlng, ridiculing or slandering through the 
preso: . ' 

(íi) a foreign goverriient, or 
(b) an ambassador-accï-edited to tlie Grsek C-overnzaent, or 
(c) a diplomatic representative or envoy of a foreign government 

.shall b!3 punished by imprisonment'of at least 6 months and/er a fine of 200,000 
to 5'-:000 ,.-000 drs. The same applies to any person who expresses disregard or 
\Tho provokes hatred or defamation on behalf of the citizens against the persons 
uridsr (D) and (c) above,^ The court may also order the temporary closing of the 
newspaper involved up to a period of 6 months. Closing is coftpulsoxy in case 
of relap.fie; The prosacutici nay be opened either by feq.usst of the person or 
the goverraac-at concerüed or by r^equest of the Greek Minister for the Press or 
by action of the Public Prosecu-^or,. • 

The protsbt.icri of the persons under (b) aM (c) above begins at the moment 
yhrn the application of the foreigh'government for the nomination Is f i l e d , 

. Art, L-, In the case that the Public Prosecutoji' opens' the prosecution 
cither by ox oftlcio or cn request of the 'Greek Minister of the Press, he shall 
proceed iiûicediabnly to the ccrnfiscation of the newspaper involved. The 
, 0 CP-1 inn at ion o.? the confiscation is decided upon according to the relevant 
>riV;viir;ions of .Article Ik of the Constitution.' 

X/ ?xevl:i of the Greek Gover-.jnont, dated 12 July 19^8., to the Secretary-
Gertora.!"'s clrcu:,.¿'.r letter of 7 May 1948 (Ko. SOA/I/OII/ES) with regard to 

i:;-,'*:-.! .V:r; c-f iíj'j U;;.-.>.t.od Nations Conference on Preoáom of Ir<formation 
(Soou.a>j3nt E/Corú\ó/79) „ ' /law No 



Lav̂  HOa 5060 of 1931 Regarding Prese Matters^ 
Art. 18. Any person Insulting, ridiculing or slandering a foreign 

govemnent or an ambassador accredited to the Greek Government or a diplomatic 
representative or envoy of a foreign Government shall be punished by 
iaçriaorjnsnt up to 6 months and/or a fine of 250O to 25.000 drs. The same 
applies to any person publishing In the press false information insulting a 
foreign government., The prosecution is opened either by reçtuest of the person 
or the government -Insulted or on request of the Greek Minister of Foreign 
A f f a i r s , , , 

IHDIA 
Indian Constitution of 26 Moveaiber 1 9 h ^ 

Right to Freedom 
Art. 19. (1) A l l citizens shall have the right 

(a) To freedom of speech and expression; 
(2) Nothing i n sub-clause (a) of clause (1) shall affect the 

, . operation of any existing law in so far as i t relates to, or 
prevent the State from making any law relating to, l i b e l , slander, 
defamation^ contempt of court of any natter which offends against 
decency ormorallty or which undermines the security of, or tends 
to overthrow, the State. 

Ccgtstitutional amendment as passed by the Indian Parliament on June. 1951^ 
(a) For clause (2) the following clause shall be substituted and said 
clause' shall be deSemed to have been enacted in the following form, namely: 

(2) Nothin<r in sub-clause (a) of Clause ( l ) shall affect the operation 
of any exisljlng law, or prevent the State from maJcing any law, in ,so 
far as such law imposes reasonable, restrictions on the exercises of a 
right conferred by said sub-clause in the interest of security of the 
State, friendly relations with foreign states, public order, decency, 
or morality, including i n particular, any existing or other law 
relating to contempt of court, defamation or incitement to offence. 
Secondly: No law i n force i n the territory of India immediately before 
the conanencement of the Constitution :.7hich i s consistent with the 
provisions of Article 19 of the Constitution as amended by sub-section 
ÍD of this section, shall be deemed to be void, or ever to have become 

1/ Reply of the Greek Government, dated 12 July I9tô, to the Secretary-General» s 
circular l e t t e r of 7 May 19U8 (NO.SOA/I/OII/ES) with regard to the Final . 
Act of the Ifeited Nations Conference on Freedom of Information (Document 
E/CONF.6/79). . 

i?/ Yearbook on Human Eights for l9'<-9, P. 98. 

3/ Information supplied by India Delegation to the United Nations, New York, 
/void 
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void, on the ground only that, "being a law which takes away or abridges 
the right conferred by subj-plause'(a) of clause (l) of said a r t i c l e , 

, i t s ope.ration was not paved, by.'sub-clause (2) of that article as 
originally enacted^ ' 

'•• ' • IBAN • ' • • 

Attacka against the Sovereigns and StatSEgaisi of Foreigi Sountries 

• 3eco Attacks against the Sovereigns of friendly States are s t r i c t l y , 
prohibitclj any offence rendering the culprit liable to a fine of not leas 
than 10 cr more tlian 300 tomans orto^ imprisonment for a tem of not less than' 
on& month or more ,thau one year or, as apprpprlate, to both these penalties. 

Sec, hi. I t i s unlawful to cast slurs on the honour of foreign- o f f i c i a l s 
and members of foreign p o l i t i c a l assemblies whose status corresponds to that 
of dsputies in this country, and persons guilty of this offence shall be 
pr¡nishQd by a fine of nbt less than 5 or more than 200 tomans and imprisonment 
f o r a t e m of not less than one week or more than three months.. 

Sec, 42-, Complaints of foreign nationals may be forwarded eltiherdiroo'^ 
to the policG or to the Ministry of Justice through the Intermediary of.the 
Mi i i i s t r y of Foreign Affairs, or may be taken before the courts. 

UECHTENSTEHÎ 

Dijferce of the Stat,e Act of l4 March, l ^ k ^ 

Art» Yd. I f any person publicly Insults a foreign State i n the person 
of the head of that State or i t s diplomatic representative or i t s Grovemment; 

I f any person maliciously removes,, damages or. is guilty of an insult to 
tho national emblem of a foreign State openly displayed by a recognized 
représentative of that State, in particular i t a coat of arms or i t s flag,he 
aha.Ll be doemed to have committed an offence, and shall be liable to close 
detention for a tem not exceeding three years or a fine not exceeding 15.000 
francs. 

. "MEXICO 
19il Criminal Code of the Federal Di s t r i c t of Mexico^ 

Ch-î-pter I I - Breach of immunity and neutrality 

A r t . 148, A ssiitence of from three days to two years' imprisonment 
(prisión; aj.id a fine of from one hundred to two thousand pesos shall be awarded 
for: • . • ' 

}J Yearbook on Hixman B3̂.':>hts « 19'<-9, P. l^^*-. 
l:'?giglac.loa Penal Me.'Qcana. compiled and arranged by Andrade, 1938, 

/ l , A breach 
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I, A lareaoh of any diplomatie Immunity, areal or pereonal, or a foreign 
subject or representative of another nation, whether residing within the 
Republic or In ttwi s l t through I t j 

\ .. ' ' . 

IVc An attack or Violence of any kind on the escutcheons, emblems or 
flags of a friendly pcw^r. , • 

Art, 360, Proceedings shall be Instituted against a person guilty of 
abuse, defamation or slander only upon complaint by the person attacked, except 
in the following cases : ; 

I I . I f the offence is against the Mexican nation or a foreign nation or 
government, or e^aihst their diplomatic agents i n Mexiôo, In the f i r s t 
case, proceedings shall be Instituted by the Public Prosecutor but in 
other cases, Inforoatioa must be l a i d . ~ 

THE KETHERLANIB ' 
Penal Code of I886 as amended"^ 
Book T^fo, Offences 
Chai)ter I I I • Offencea against heads and representatives' of friendly 

States 
Art, 115. An attempt on the l i f e or li b e r t y of a reigning prince or 

other head of a friendly State shall be punishable with a tena of Impriso^imenl 
not exceeding 15 years. 

Should the attaiiipt on such a person's l i f e result in death or should i t 
be committed with malice aforethought, a. sentence of ImprlsOTment for l i f e 
or for a tena not excoedirg 20 years shall be imposed. 

Art, 116, Any assault upon the person of a reigning prince or other 
head of a friendly State which does not come under a more severe penal 
provî;sion shall be punishable with a term of Imprisonment not exceeding six 
years. 

Art J, 117,, Any w i l f u l Insult to a reigning prince or other head of a 
friendly Stato shall be. punishable with a term of Is^risonment not exceeding 
four years or a fine no'% oxceoding 3^0 f l o r i n s . , 

y Het Wetboek Van Strafrecht. (19^7), 

/Article 118. 
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void, on the ground only that, being a law which takes away or abridges 
. the right conferred by sub-c-lause, (a) of clause (l),of said.article, 
i t s operation was not saved bŷ  sub-clause (2) of that article as 
originally enacted, 

, ' lEAN 
A.ttacks against the Sovereigns and StataEgs^-i of Foreign Countries 

Secc 40. Attacks against the Sovereigns of friendly States are s t r i c t l y , 
prohibited, any offence i-endering the culprit liable to a fine of not less 
than 10 or more than 300 tomans or to imprisonment for a tem of not less than 
one month.or more than one year or, as appropriate, to both these penalties. 

Sec, 41, I t i s unlawful to cast slurs on the honour of foreign o f f i c i a l s 
and mombers of foreign p o l i t i c a l assemblies whose status corresponds to that 
of deputies i n this country, and persons guilty of this offence shall be 
punished by a fine of not less than 5 or more than 200 tomans and Imprisonment 
for a tem of not less than one week or more than three months. 

Sec, 42, Complaints of foreign nationals may be forwarded either diiroo\, 
to the police or to the Ministry of Justice through the intermediary of the 
Miiilstrj' of Foreign Affairs, or may be taken before the courts. 

LIECHTENSTEIN 
Dafence of the State Act of l 4 March i^^kS^ 

A r t e 1̂ ;= I f ariy person publicly insults a foreign State i n the person 
oí' the head of that State or i t s diplomatic representative or Its Government j 

ïf any person maliciously removes, damages or is guilty of an. insult to 
tho national emblem of a foreigpi State openly displayed by a recognized 
roprefiontative of that State, in particular i t a coat of arms or i t s flag,he 
shall be deeiaed to have committed an offence, and shall be liable to close 
detsntion for a tem not exceeding three years or a fine not exceeding 15.000 
friones., 

. MEXICO 
1931 Cr5jilnal Code of the Federal Di s t r i c t of Mexico^ 
Chapter I I Breach of immunity and neutrality 

Art, 143, A sentence of from three days to two years' Imprisonment 
(p.rision) end a fine of from one hundred to two thousand pesos shall be awarded 
for: ' • -

h ' Yearbook on Human Rl^rhts. 1949, p. 1^4. 

L^gialg-c^lon Penal Meyicana. compiled and arranged by Andrade, 1938. 

/ I , A breach 
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I , A breach, of any diplomatic Immunity, real or personal, or a foreign 
subject or representative of another nation, whether residing within the 
Republic or In transit through I t j 

• ' \' 

IV„ An attack or violence of any kind on the escutcheons, emblems or 
flags of a friendly power. , 

Art, 360, Proceedings shall be Instituted against a person guilty of 
abuse, defamation or slander only upon complaint by the person attacked, except 
in the following cases;' 

IT. I f the offence Is against the Mexican nation or a foreign nation or 
V government, or against their diplomatic agents In Mexico. In the f i r s t 
case, proceedings shall be Instituted by the Public Prosecutor but In 
otlier cases, Inf onnatlon must be l a i d , 

THE HETHÉRLAHIB 
Penal Code of l̂886 as ̂ ainended^ 
Book Two, Offences • 
Cliapter I I I - Offences against heads and ropreaentatlves of friendly 

States 
Art, 115. An attempt on the l i f e or liberty of a reigning prince or 

other head of a friendly State shall be punishable with a tena of lmprleo:ifflent 
not exceeding 15 years, 

Should the attempt on such a person's l i f e result in death or should It 
be committed with malice aforethought, a sentence of tmprlsonmsnt for l i f e 
or for a tem not excoedlrig 20 years shall bè Imposed * 

Art, 116, Any assault upon tho parson of a reigning prince or other 
head of a friendly State which does not come under à more severe penal' 
provision shall be punishable with a tena of Imprisonment not exceeding six 
years. 

Arty 117, Any w i l f u l Insult to a reigning prince or other head of a 
frlondly State shall be. punishable with a tem of imprisonment not exceeding 
four yoaro or a fine no-exceeding 3^0 f l o r i n s . 

y Het \i9t\>oék. Yan_.Strafrscht. ( 19^7), 

/Article 118. 
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Article 118, Any wllfui. insult to a representative of a foreign Power 
accredited to the Wetherj-ands Goveraffiont In his capacity as such shall he 
punishable by Imprisonment for a term not exceeding four years or a fine not 
exceeding 3OO fl o r i n s . 

Art, 119, Any person disseminating, publicly exhibiting or displaying 
or .holding in stock for the purpose of being disseminated or publicly exhibited 
or displayed, a piece of writin.g ov picture containing an Insult to the' 
reigning prince or other hoad of a fj'iendly State or to a representative of a 
foreign Power accredited to the Netherlands Government, in his capacity as such, 
i f he knows cr has serious reason to suppose that the. piece of, writing or 
picture contains such en inau.lt, shall be liable to imprisonment for a term 
not exceeding six months or a fine not exceeding 3OÛ f l o r i n s , . 

The same penalty shall be incurred by any person who with such knowledge 
or such reason for eupposition causes the contents of such a piece of writing 
to be heard in public. 

I f the offender coiKTiita one of the offences described in this article in 
the course of his proSeesional a c t i v i t i e s , and i f at the tune when the offence-
i s committed less tlian ts^o years have elapsed since the confirmation of a 
previous sentence passed upon him for one of these offences, he may be 
debarred from the exorclcteof hie profession. 

líEW ZMLAND ' 

The Crimes Act y 1905^ 

Arte 120, Libels on Sovereigns of Foreign States, Everyone i s liable 
to one year's lmprlsorjuen.t vrho, without lawful Justification, publishes any 
l i b e l tending to degrade, revile, or expose to hatred and contempt in the 
estimation of the people of any foreign State any prince or person exercising 
sovereign authority over enj?- auch State, 

• PERU 

Law of International Security - Decree-law No. 11049 of 1 July 1 9 4 ^ 
Art, 1. I f any person commits any of the following acts in the 

furtherance of some p o l i t i c a l or social object, he shall be deemed to have 
committed an offence against public security and order; that is to say i f he: 

b. Disseminates'by word of mouth, writing or any other means, whether 
in the Republic or abroad, any felse or tendentious news or information 
intended to disturb public order or harm the prestige and credit of the 
country, i t s iixsti tut ions, i t s high o f f i c i a l s o:;-* the national treasury; 

i / Freedom of In.fortnatlon, Yolo I I p, 173 

E/ Yearbook on Human Rlp^.hta. 1949, p, 164. 
/SWEIffiN 

http://inau.lt


OcgiatttuHpSifl^^^ Freodon of tho Press of 23 March 19^9^ 
Chapter j;y __OffTOce^^ Freedom of the Press ' 
Arto ho . Havins due regard for the. purpose of freedoa of the Press as 

stated In chapter 1, the followlng utterances l a print are fprbidden when 
punishable by law? . . ' , . / ' ;'. 

.(t) afi'-ront to tho flag or shield of a foreign Pover or. to.any other 
syiEbol of ita aovereifjaty or l i b e l or other defamatory act against .the head 
or repreRentative of a foreign Pover here i n the Kingdom; 

A9) diaeeminatlon of false rumours or other false statements with the 
intention of endangering the security of the Kingdom, public welfare or'public 
order mo. eecittity or of úndesroiainfí respect for authority or other bodies' 
with the ri-sht of decision in public matters; 

^ggl^JC-Actn^aud^R^ 
Act cono©ro.ing .Film Eídiibitions of 22 June 1911^ 
Sece 6, para, 2, lío cinematograph picture shall be approved i f i t s 

showing may appear unsuitable having regard to the relations of the realm with 
f oreiga povyei'Sy or may provide infomation on the strength, conditicax, 
position of movemcïits of the arroy, navy or a i r force, or on. other defence 
measurs^a or arrangements whero such disclosure may be harmfui'-to" the defence 
of the realm» 

.St/nSEKLAND 
Penal Code of ̂ 21 Daoember }.p^J^ 

Art, 295«. I'f a person publicly insults a foreign State i n the person 
of Its' Head, i t s diplomatic ropjfesentative or i t s Government, he shall be 
liable to imprj.socment or a finé, 

(Art, 2 9 7 i f a person publicly insults a representative delegated by 
a Member State of the Leagîie of llations to the Assembly or the Council of the 
League, ' . 

i f a person publicly Insults the Secretary-General of the League of 
Nations or the Director of the Internaticnol Labour Office, ^ 

ha shall be.liable to imprisonment or a fine,) 

i j Fi'eedom of Information. "Vol, I I p, 69, 
2/ Ibid,, p. :i:s5, 

/Art. 298. I f a 
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Art, 298, I f a peiBon maliciously removes, degrades or commits an act 
Insulting the emblems of sovereignty of a foreign State, In particular Its 
arms or Its flag, pvihlicly displayed hy an o f f i c i a l representative of that 
State, he shall he liable to Imprisonment or a fine. 

Art. 302i Proceedings In the case of the crimes and offences referred to 
i n this part shall not be taken except by a decisión of the Federal Council, 

In the cases mentioned i n article 296 and in the f i r s t paragraph of 
article 297, the Federal Council shall not order proceedings to be taken 
except at the request of the Government of the foreign State and provided that 
only reciprocity i s assured. In time of active service, the Council may order 
proceedings to be taken even in the absence of any request by the Government 
of the foreign State arid even If reciprocity is not assured. 

Cantonal Legislation 
1/ ^ Canton Tiolno--^ 

\ Constitutional provision^ 
The freedom of the Press i s guaranteed, provided that i t does not offend 

against good morals, the religion of the Ganton or relations with friendly 
Powers, Abuses are•punishable by law, , 

UNITED STATES • 

Joint Resolution of the United States Congress^ 
It shall be unlawful, within five hundred feet of -an embassy, 
legation, or consulate i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia to display any fl a g , 
banner, placard, or device designed or adapted to intimidate, coerce, 
or bring into public" odium any foreign government, party," or orfanizatloç, 
or to bring into public disrepute i t s p o l i t i c a l , social, or eoonoaio 
acta or views, or to Intimidate, coerce, harass, or bring into public 
dispute any diplomatic or consular representatives, or to congregate 
within five hundred feet of any embaasy, legation, or consulate and 
refuse to disperse after being ordered to do so by the police authorities 
of the D i s t r i c t . 

1/ Freedom of^^InfoMnati^ Vol, I I , p. 8 I . 

2/ Ibid., p. 84. 
2/ 52 Stat. 30, 22 U.S.C.A. , 

/Case Law 
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Çaae Lay 

" -Frend et a l . va, United Stateg.^ Defendants were accused of violating the 
Congressional resolution for having paraded i n the public streets i n front 
of the Austrian or German Embassy with a number of other persons, some of 
whom were carrying banners or placards Inscribed with libelous language 

' intended and calculated to bring into conten^ the German Ooverrment. 
Defendants claimed, inter a l i a , that the Coiîgressional-resolution was 
unconstitutional because i t amounted to a limitation to t h e right of free 
speech and free assenibly guaranteed i n the provisions of the United States 
Constitution. ' 

Held; the resolution was valid and constitutional, That resolution, 
interpreted i n the light, of i t s purpose and according to t h e limitations of 
the Constitution, places no restriction upon speech or assembly except to 
the extent that they may constitute offensive public demonstration calculated 
to arouse passions and resentments i n those governments with which we have 

- o f f i c i a l relatione, and then only when such offensive conduct i s committed 
upon the public streets immediately adjacent to enibasBles, legations, 
consulates, and other buildings used for o f f i c i a l purposes by such 
governments* These are reasonable and proper restrictions* In .them there 
i s no abridgement of the r i g ^ t of the c i t i s e n . I t has never been considered 
that the right i n the public to use the streets i f unlimited or that i t may 
be exercised i n defiance of the laws of the United States or the States. 
On the contrary, i t has always been,considered that a municipality may 
control and regulate the use of the streets, i n -Ùie general good; ••. 

The law of nations requires every ̂ vemment to taloe a l l reasonable 
precautionis to prevent doing of things \rtiich would intimidate, coerce, 
harass, or bring into public disrepute any diplomatic or consular 
representative of a foreign government ••. and that the responsibility of 
United States i n protecting foreign diplomats i n their embassies.:and 
legations from harassment and annoyance includes duty or protecting 
residence of an ambassador or minister against invasitm as well as against 

J, . ainy other act tending to dlstrub lo&ce or dignity of the mission or of 
member,pf.mission. 2/ 

ÙKIOK OP s o r m SOCIALIST HEPÜBIICS 

Peace Defence Law » uaSB Suprjsmê  Soviet^ 12 March l ^ ^ l ^ 

The Supreme Soviet of the Union of Soviet Socialist Hepublics decrees: 

1/ Frona. vs<. UcS», 1933* 100 S'c2d 9̂ 1, 69 App, I>iC, 28l, 
2/ This case, upon Appeal to the Unixett States Court of Apj^als for the D i s t r i c t , 

of Colombia, was uphold, ^ S.CT,U88, 306 U.S. 61*0, 83 L, Sd. 1C40. 
^ Soviet Monitor, Ko. 12,366, Tuesday, 13 March I95I; Morning Bulletin. 

/ l . To consider 
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1. To consider that var propaganda, no natter what form i t may talos, 
undermines the cause of peace. Creates the threat of another var and i s 
therefore à most grave crime against humanity, 
2. To hr'ing to court persons guilty of var propaganda and to try them as 
having committed a most gra,ve driminal offence. , 

' UPOSUAY 

Penal Code of h Pecemhery 1933^^ 
Chapter I I - Offences against foreign States and their heads of Gtovernment 

or jiepresehtàtivés. 
Art, 138»; (Attack on the life> person^ i i h e r l y or honour of the Heads of 

foreign States or their diplomatic representatives). Any person who hy direct 
action makes an attempt, wllahin national territory, on the l i f e , person, li b e r t y 

..^.cri^hosiour o£«.the-Head of a toxelsii*iSi&%e^-*ai(^«£''^a»A^i^lcia&%^ 
shall "be liable to four to ten years' penal servitude (penitenciaria), in the 
case of an attack on l i f e , and l a the other cases to two to six years' penal 
servitude. 

I f the act leads to death, the penalty ahaU be fifteen to th i r t y years' 
penal servitude. • , 

Art, 139i (Desecration of foreign emblems)• Any person who i n a public 
p3.ace, or a plikce open or exposed to the public, v l t h i a national territory> 
desecrates the fMg or other emblem of a foreign State, ediiall be liable to the 
penalties of six months' imprisonment (prisión) to three.years' penal servitude 
(penitenciaria). 

• ¿/- • Codigoa Eenalea^ Iberoam^ a..vEstudÂ â̂ Juegial<̂ ioa>,comparad»., hy, 
Luis Jiî iz°*àe Asua, v o l . I I , ^ h b , p, 773. 

^^ARc n i 



p a g e . , 

. . . V -, -.rpARP-ni- ^ 

National Leglalatiah and J'urleprudence lániltlne 
Freedom of InfonoatLon v l t h ve&ixd. tot 

"Bâclai, National or Bèllglova Dlscrlnlnatlon'* 

g6galjggda_pf ^7 ?tey„;ifi?g aa amended^ 
'|gg.ltgM^t to Hos t i l i t y againert National Groupe, Bell^oua ConaminltleB, 

Art, 302, Any person vho s o l i c i t s , encourages or attempts to incite other 
perecjna tp h o s t i l i t y against- a national group or atteinpts to incite other persons 
tb h o a t i l i t y against a national gio'up or a religious order, ccomunlty or other. 
social group, or against a legaUy-récoaalíed corporation^ or vho generally 
s o l i c i t s , encourages, pr",att«apto' to incite' inhabitants of the State to h o s t i l i t y 
a ^ i h e t the other; shall. Unless the áot^ls pûûlabahle v i t h a more severe penalty, 
he guilty of an offence and shall he punished hy detention for three to six 
months. 

Penal Code Of 31 July, 1937>^ . 
Chapter XIV - Crimes and offences committed through the press etc* 

Artj>_17l* Anyone vho, hy vorda or shouts uttered i n public, by mŝ sut of 
public acts or gestures, or by means of vritings, drawings, paintings, photograi^s, 
etoblema or any other means of representation shown in public, or by any other 
means of publicity, directly provokies a person or persons to commit an act 
acknowledged as a crime or offence, shall be li a b l e to punlâbment as an accomplice 
i n such crime or offence. I f the provocatloh has been followed by action* 

AHŵ ri[̂ « ^^^^^ l3y the abpve«montionod means. Incites to hatred 
againsT or contottpfc for one or moiB cifiBBea of persons shall \¡í l i a b l e to a term 
of Imprisonment not exceeding one year and to ist fine of 20 to 100 Xgy^lan pounds, 
or to one of these penalties only, i f such InolteseRt i s liable to disturb the 
peaceo 

l / Fyeedom of InforBtfttlon. Vol. H, p. 158* 

;2/ Bepertoire permajnent de l l g l s l a t i o n egyittló̂aote:* Tri.¿ 2nd..Qdltion, June 1938. 

1 ^TtANCS 
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FEAMCE 
Aot concerning the Freedom of the Preaa of 29 July 1881^ 
Chapter IV - Section 3 . Offencea against Peraona 

Art. 32, Defamation by the same methods of a group of persons vho are not 
specified i n article 31 ̂ Government o f f i c i a l s _ 7 of the present Act, but who 
belong by origin to a given race or religion, shall be punishable by Inçrisonment. 

Art, 33, If the insxat i s uttered with the intention of inciting to 
hatred among citizens or inhabitanta to a group of persona who belong by origin to 
a given race or religion, the maximum term of imprisonment shall be 6 months and 
the maximum fine 500,000 franca. 

I f the insult i s not uttered i n public, i t shall be punishable only by the 
, penalty prescribed i n ar t i c l e k^l of the Penal Code. 

Art, 60, Proceedings in. correctional and ordLinary police tribunala shall be 
governed by the provisions of ..BDOJCII,; Part. I,. ChfiLpiar I I , of the Code'of 
Criminal Procedure, with the following modifications: 

2, In the cases of defamation of private individuals provided for i n 
article 32 and i n the case of insult provided for in.article 33, paragraph 2 , 
proceed.ings shall be instituted only at the "request of the defamed or insulted 
person,' ' ' 

Proceedings may, however, be ini t i a t e d ex pffioio by the Public Prosecutor 
i n the case of a defamation or insult uttered against a group of persons who 
belong by origin to a given race or religion, with the intention of inciting to 
'hatred among citizens or inhabitants. 

j m i A 

Indian Preaa Act (Act No¿.XXIII of 1 9 U ) ^ 
Control of Printing Presses and Newspapers 
Power to declare Security or Press forfeited i n Certain Cases 
(d) to bring into hatred or contempt the Government established by law i n 

India or the administration of Justice i n India or any class or section i n India, 
or to excite disaffection towards the said Government.,.,. 

l/ Freedcaa of Information. Vol. I I , p. 33. . , 

2 / Ibid, p, 59, /Penal Code. 1868. 



Ssc. 124A, Whoever by words,-either spoken or written, or hy signs, or hy 
visible representation or otherwise, brings or attenpta to bring Into hatred or 
contGS?pt, or excites or attempts to excité̂  disaffection towards the Gtovernment 
estabiished by law i n India shall be punished with transportation for l i f e , for any 
shorter term, to which a fine may be added, or with Imprisonment which may extend 
to three years, to which a fine may be added, or with a fine. 

?:?o9«?ting enmity hetween classsq. . 
Sac, 153A. Whoever by woris, either spoken or written, or by signs, or by 

Yiuibla representations, or otherwise, promotes or attempts to promote feelings of 
enmity or hatred between different classes of Her" Majesty's subjects, shall be 
puiiished with Imprisonment which may extend to two years, or with fine or with 
both« • , • 

Dellberate^^f^^ rellftlpus feeling a of any 
c'lKas^^T^'dn^^ i t s TOlif^lpn or reilglous beliefs ' 

. Sec. 295A, Whoever, with deiibej?até and malicious intention of outraging 
the roiigious feelings of any class of His M&Jesty's subjects, by worda, either 
spoken or written, or by visible représentât ions, insults or attempts to insult 
the religion or the religious belief of that class, shall be punished with 
Impilfsenment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or 
With fine, or with both, 

[Bée, 50$, Whoever makes, publiahes or circulates any statement, rumour or 
reports':.,, • ".' . 
I l l (c) with intent to in c i t e , or which i s l i k e l y to incite, any class or 
coamunlty of persons to commit any offence against any other.class or community 
3ha:a be punished with imprisonment which may extend to two years, or with a fine, 
or with both. 

Exception. I t does not amount to an offence, within t h e msanlng of t h i s 
section, when the person making, publishing or circulating any such statement, 
rumour or report has reasonable grounds for believing that such statement, rumour 
or report i s true and makes, publishes or circulates I t without any such intent 
aü aforesaid. 

2/ 
Code of Criminal Procedure Act, 1923. as amended-* 
USÍ- / •- • - T -Tim r - I I m mMti mt jiiiii —i^iMWim- JTiaiigaiaiiiWalMjMiiijaMi^iii^HBiiMiww.B 

Sec, 99At, (1} (a) Where any newspaper) or book as defined i n thé Press and 
.Béfílírtratlon of Books Act, I867, or 

(b) where any document, wherever printed, appears to the Provincial 
Crovermsnt to contain any seditious matter or any matter idiich promotea or l a 
intended to promate feelii:gs of enmity or hatred between different clasœs 
of Indian subjects or which i s deliberately and maliciously intended to outrage 

1/ SsÊpru, Encyclopaedia of General Acts and Codes of India, "Criminal law & 
Procedure", Vol, n . 

1/ ÏSêË^m^9L^!Ê^^^^ Vol. n , p. 169. /̂ ĵ g religious 
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the religious feelings of a i ^ such class "by Insulting the religion or the 
religious beliefs of that class, that Is to say, any natter the publication of 
which i s punishable under section 12liA or section 153A or section 295A of the 
Indian Penal Code, the Provincial Govemnent nay, by notification in the o f f i c i a l 
gazette stating the grounds of i t s opinion, declare every copy of the issue of 
the newspaper containing such matter, and every copy of such book or other 
document, to be forfeited to the Goveniment «•• 

TBE.HEIHERIANDS. " 

Penal Code of 1886, as amended-^ 

Chapter V « Breaches of the ;̂ |eace 
Art. 137c. Any person who i n public w i l f u l l y expresses himself i n an 

Insulting manner, either by word of-mouth or i n writing or i n pic t o r i a l form, 
about a section of the population or about a group of persons belonging i n part 
to the population shall be liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding <me 
year or a fine not exceeding 300 florins,. 

Art. 137d. Any person who disseminates, publicly* exhibits or di splay s or 
holds i n stock for the purpose of being disseminatedcír publicly exhibited or 
displayed a piece of wr:.ting or picture containing m insulting reference to « 
aectionof the population or concerning a groap of-persons belonging i n part to 
the population ehall, i f he loiowa or has'sez^Lous reason to suppose -Uiat the piece 
of writing or picture contauis such a reference-, be liable to imprieonment for 
a term nbt exceeding six months or a fine not exceeding 300 florins,. 

The same penalty shall be incurred by any person who with .such. knowledge or 
such reason for supposition causes the Contents of such a .piece o.f .writing to be 
heard i n Í)ubllc, .; 

'• ' ' • ' •* • . 

I f the offender commits one of thé offences described i n this article i n the 
course of his professional a c t l v i t i e a , and .If at -the, time when the .offence l a 
committed less than five years have elapsed since the coiiflnnation of a previous 
sentence passed upon him for one of these offences, he may be debarred from the 
exercise of his profession. 

Art, ikj, A term of imprisonment not exceeding three months or a fine not 
exceeding 120 f l o r i n s shall be incurred by: 

1,. any perapn publicay making contemptuoua and blasphemous utterances 
offensive to religious feelings, either T)y. word of mouth or in writing; 

2, any person ridiculing a, person of f i c i a t i n g i n the conduct of a 
religious ceremony i n -the lawful performance of his functionsj 

3o any person deriding objects consecrated to the performance of a 
religious service at the,place where and at the time when the 
performance of that service i a permitted. 

y Hot ¥etboek Van Strafrecht. ( 1 9 ^ 7 ) . ' AJEW ZEALAl© 
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..,. .-HBW.ZEALAMl) • 

The Crimea Act. 1908.^ 
Art* Il8. Seditious Offence#» defined, (1) A seditious intention i s an 

intention; 

...(d) To promote feelings of I X l - w l l l and h o s t i l i t y between different 
classes of /"His Majesty*s^7 auhjects, 

(2) No one shall be deemed to have a seditious intention only because he 
intends i n good f a i t h : 

...(g) To point out, i n order to their removal, matters producing or having 
a tandency to produce feelings of hatred and i l l - A r i l l between diffe"rônt classes of 
His Majesty's subjects. 

ranippiHBS 
Case Lave/ 

••iteltoatoryrrentfurks, directed, at a classor.group of-per sons "in general 
language only, are not actionable by individuáis composing the class or-group 
unless the statements ê re sweeping; and It.:4s very probable, that .ev^n then no 
action would l i e where the.body.is.composetd. of so large a nuoberof rpersons that 
common sense would t e U those-.to whom the, publlcatipn.was ms,d.e that"thei^ vas 
room for. persons connected v i t h the body to ,pur sue an upright'and law-abiding 
course, and that i t vould be unreasonable and absurd to condem a l l because of 
thé actions of á part. So a nsvspaper art.icle which desczibed a Chinese society 
vho se'aim was to induce a boycott by Chinese, of Japanese gboda ao long as the 
Japanese Qóvomment, continued a policy deemed inimical to the Integrity of the 
Republic of China, as having offered ten thousand pesos i n a' secret meeting for 
the- l i f e of the Chinese Consul^Gensral, was held to be absolutely i n ^ r s o n a l on 
i t s face; 60 as not to entitle the memiberŝ  president, and treasurer of the 
society alluded-to bring action against the author and publisher of> the 
article."2/ • 

POLAND', 

Decree No;' 33̂  of 5 Auyst 39̂ 9 coneernlng protection of the freedom of 
'•fĉ Bcieaoè -and reliptpn. 4 / . . " ' V ' . 

Ar?fc. 7, (1) Any person Vho in-public revllss, derides or humiliates a 

1./ Freedom, of Ihfoimation. Vol. I I j 1̂ 501 p. 173» 
2/ ÎMâ» p. 193: 

Uy Tloco et a l v. Yang Shu Wen et a l . . 32 P h i l . Rep., 624. 

hj Yearbook on Human Rights, 19^9, P« ^73. /gro^p 
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group of pereooas or an individual because of their religious t e l i e f or a f f i l i a t i o n 
or non-^^ffiliation "«rifch a religious "body or Ijellef i s l i a b l e to a penalty of 
simple imprisonment or for a term not exceeding five years. 

(3) Any perse» who coimalts any other criminal act against a group of 
persons or an individual because of their or h i s ' a f f i l i a t i o n or non-affiliation 
v i t h a religioua-body or "belief Is l l a i i u to'a penalty of imprisonment. 

aíEDEN 
Constltutl^^^ relatiT3gJ;o Freedom of the Press of 23 March 

Chapter 7. Offencps^ ̂ ^^Rf^r -̂,̂,?g5̂9.?, ^^'^ ^^^B 

Art, k. Having due regai-d for the purpose of freedom of the Press as stated 
i n chapter I, the following utterances in print are forbidden when punishable by 
law: 

(10) threats, calumnies or l i b e l against groups of people because of their 
origin or .veligionr 

Penal Codê '' • - ' •>>.•. : 

Art, 312„ . Farseáis who publicJ^ extol acts which coné̂ ituia anoffeiice in 
law, yhc incite the public to broaches of the. law, or who, foment, i l l - f e e l i n g ̂ tnd 
hatred bet^reen the several classes of society in"'a manner l i k e l y to jeopardize 
public securityj6 ohaU. be liable to imprisonûônt for a'term ïiôt exceeding one 
year and to a fine of not more than, 100 pounds (Turkish),, ' ' . 

UmSSO KIK(SX)M ' , 
CaseJjB^^-^, . - - • 

I t i s a misdemsanour t o - l i b e l any sect, company or class of men, without 
montlonlng aiîy person i n particular, provided, i t be alleged and proved that such 
l i b e l tends to excite the hatred of the peoplç agjainst a l l belonging to such sect 
or class, aijd conduces to a breach of tloe peace* }¡J 

:-J y'reedom of Information. Vol, I I , 69. 

2/ IMd, p. 181. • : • 

3 / A l l Ccmraon Law Cases ci-bed under this heading havf bçen taken from Halebury's 
Statute of Sngland, 2na Ed.> Vol; !/ (19^9) aiiá'-Odéers i s ilibel'and'Slander, 
6th Sd, Í.1929). . • ••• . 

y S j U ^ ^ S S S k C1853), 2 tewln, C,C. 237 : . defendant 
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The defendant puhllfihad a lensatlonal aeoount of a eiiiiel nurder committed hy 
certain Jevs said to have lat e l y arrived from Portugal, and then l i v i n g near 
Broad Street* They vere said to have burnt a voman and a nsw-boni baby, because 
i t s fathar vas a Christian* Certain Jevs, who had arrived from Portugal and who 
then lived In Broad Street^ vere attacked by the mob, bax1>arously treated and their 
lives endajagered. A czlnlnal Infomation was granted, a i t h o u ^ i t vas objected 
that i t did not appear poraclsely vho vere the persons accused of the murder, l / 

I t Is a crime to v r l t e of a Roman Catholic nuxanery that i t i s a "brothel of 
prostitution"; for this i s an asperoion on the oharaeters of the nuns i n general, 
-ttiough n(u» are singled put by name* 2/ 

A pamphlet, reflecting on. the Oovermtent and asserting that i t s officers 
are corrupt, Ignorant and Incapable, i s a libel and punishable as a crime, 
although no particular aenher of the Ctovezssasnt and no individual officer i s 
mentioned: or referred to* ¿/ 

UNITED BÉATES 

Connecticut Bevised Statu 
No person shall by his advertisements, ridicule, or hold up to contempt any 

person or class of persons on account of the creed, religion, color, denomination, 
nationality or race of such person or class of persons ••• 

Indiana Statu-
Section 10-905 B,-.It shaü be unlawful f o r any person or persons actir^g 

v i t h malice *«• to advocate ••* or disseminate ha-̂ -ed for or against a person, 
persons, or group of persaasús,, individually or collectively, by reason of race, 
color, or religion vhich -tihreatena to, trâ&Bto, or causes r i o t ... interference 
v i t h t r a f f i c upon the streets «•• or denial of c i v i l or constitutional r i ^ t s . 
I l l i n o i s S t a t u t e ^ 

I t i s unlawful for any person ... to i/«nufacture, s e l l , or offer for sale, 
advertise or publish, present or exhibit m any public place In this State any 
lithograph, movUig. picture, play, drama or sketch, which publication or 
esdilbltlon î]rtx«¡yl9 depravity, crladnallty, unehastlty or lack of virtue of a 
class of c i t l i e h s of any race, color, creed or religion vhich said publication or 
exhibition exposes the citl2ens of any race, colour, creed or religion to 
contempt, derision, o£ obloquy or vhich i s productivo of breach of the peace cr 
ngbts. 

y Osbom. 2 Barnard, I38, I66. 

2/ i>> v.dca^TttïB íím\. z i m 0.0» 237« 

ll ^» V ' Tutchin. lif Howell's St. Tr. 1095. 

y Chap. U17, para. 8376 (39»*9) 

2/ Ind. Stat. para. 10-90^-91^^ (Butïis 1933). 

6/ Chap. 38, para. U7I (Hurd-Smith 193'*). /judicial Decision 
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"Fox Film Corporation vs. Collína,^ Heldt under the terms of the law, as 
the I l l i n o i s Courts have constinied I t , a professor of * sociology could he punished 
for showing literature "defamatory of raci a l or religious giroups in his graduate 
seminar." The Statute, l a constitutionally valid. Decision of lower court i s ̂  • 
reversed. 

<3 

Seètlon 98c. Anyone puhlishing "any false, written or printed material with 
the intent to maliciously promote hatred of any group of persons in the 
commonwealth because of race, colour or religion shall be guilty of l i b e l ..... 

Note: The Massachusetts statute i s 'said to be the only statute i n the 
United States to have been passed for the purpose of controlling "the dissemination 
of racial and religious hatred".¿/ I t was adopted on A p r i l , 191̂ 3, upon petition 
of the American Jewish Congress, "at a time when hate literature was r i f e 
throughout the United States, and race r i o t s and the deaecration of religious 
property i n the Boston area were causing considerable concern".|¿/ There appears 
to be no rfcord of any successful pirosecution under this statute. 

Nevada Statute^/ 

Section 10110. A l i b e l i s a malicious defamation,.., tending ... to impeach 
... the reputation ... of a l i v i n g person, or persons, or community of persons, 
or association of persons .... 
Tüo'^í Jersey Statute (Rafferty Act or "Anti-Nazi law")-' 

Any ^person who shall. In the presence of two or more persons, i n any 
language, make or utter any speech, atatement or declaration, which i n any way 
incites, counsels, promotes, or advocates hatred, abuse, violence or hoatility 
against any group or groups of persons residing or being in this state by reason 
of race, coloiur, religion, or manner of worship, ehall be guilty of a 
mlsdemeaiiorc 
J^udj^lal^eclsion 

State vs. Klapprott.-^/ geld; the New Jersey statute l a unconstitutional, 
I t i s so vaguê 'and indefinite as to leave, unsettled i n the minds of citizena 
precisely what conduct was i l l e g a l . The tarms "hatred", "abuse", " h o s t i l i t y " , 
are abstract and indefinite ... as to Jeopardize constitutional rights. Fathers 
instructing their children i n a neighbour's religion and teachers of philosophy 
in the schools could be caught i n i t s web. 
inSs 111. App.. 281 (1925) 
2/ Mass. Laws, chap. 272 (19*13) 
3,'' Tanenhaua, "Group Libel" Coniell Law Quarterly, Winter, 1950, vol, 35, no. 

¿ . 286, 
h/ Ibid* ' ' 
2/ Kev. Laws (1929) ctdc Tanenhaua, "Group Libel " , Cornall Law Quarterly, vol. 

35, 1950, p. 286-7. 
6/ n«J, Statute Ann, t i t . 2, chap, 157 B, 
y 127, N.J, L. 395 , 22 A ? â 8 7 7 (39^1). 


