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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO REVIEW THE CONFIDENTIAL LIST OF
COMMUNICATIONS (E/CN.L/Suh.2/61)

The CHAIRMAN opened the meeting, held in closed session, and
. requested Miss Monroe to present the Committee's report (E/Cl. 4 /Sub.2/61).

Miss MONROE felt that the report was sufficiently cleax.

She drew attention, however, to a statement which the representative

of the Secretariat had made to the Committee concerning the decision
taken by the Commission on Humen Rights in connexion with the
examination of communica sicns. It would be well for members of the
Sub-Commission to hear the explanations of the Secretariat; they would
then know what measures had been teken by the Commission on Human Rignts
in order to ensure that communications were reviewed and to overcome

the obatacle raised by resolution 75 (V) of the Economic and Scecial
Council,

At the request of the CHATRMAN, Mr. LAWSON (Secretariat)
read the resolution adopted by the Commission on Human Righta
concerning commmnications (E/CN.4/AC.9/3). The Commission on Human
Rights had seen fit to request the Secretary-Genersl to inform the
authors of the communications of the fact that the Commission Jelt
that it was wnable to take any steps regarding claims made in connexion
with human rights, The Secretary-General had followed those
instructions, Nevertheless, vhen the above-mentioned draft resolution
Lud. been discussed, the members of the Commission on Human Rights
had thought that such a categorical statement would discourage those
who ad set their hopes on thé Commission It haci therefore
decided to amend the wordlng and to 1n:[‘orm the ‘authors of the

comunications that the Sub-Commission did not have such poter
"at 'Lhe moment, "

/The CHATRMAN
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The CEAIFMAN noted that Mr, Borisov had sbstained from

yoting on the recormendaticns contained in the report of the Committee

appointed to review the confidential list of communications, and thet

he had reserved the right to explain his point of visw in the

Sub -‘Ccmmia glon.

The Chairnen called on him to apeak,

Mr., BORISOV stated that the Committee had not had the time
to make a thorbugh gtudy of the gquestion. Ité declesion had been taken
too gquickly; he had therefore reserved his position, He thought that
it would be most desirable to adopt a resolution saying fhat the
‘Sub-Commigeion would review only.communications from Non-Self-Governing
Territories or Trust Territories, because those were the communlcations
whic‘h most often reised the guestions which the Sub-Commission had to

examine,

~ Miss MONROE did not understand how Mr. Borisov could make
guch a proposal in view of the fact that the list of communications
vhich Mr, Borisov had examined showed that the majority did not come
from Non-Self-Governing Territories or Trust Territories. She
Interpreted Mr. Borisov's proposal &s meaning that he was interested
in the Sub-Commisgion omly because he could express there his polnt
of view on the administration of those territories. EIe' apparently

congidered. that the Sub-Commission served no other useful purpose.

Mr, McNAMARA wondered whether Mr. Borisov meent to say that,
while receiving all communications, the Sub-Commission should, for the
moment, give its attention principally to those from Non-Self-Governing

Territories or Trust Territories,

'Mr, BORISOV explained that only communications from those
terrjtories were worth while studying. Their examination would
contribute to the search for solutions which might improve the lot
of millions of human beings, The other communications did not
d.eserve the attention of the Sub-Commisaibn because they did not
have the seme significance and because most of them were anonymous,

/ir, McHAMARA
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Mr. MCNAMARA said that he had not received a spscific
ancver to his quesbion, but, in view of the last oxplarations given

by Mr. Borisov, he would vote Eigaiﬂst‘the latter's proposal anyway.

The CHAIRMAN put to the vote Mr, Borisov’ 8 proposal,

The nropoé&l was rejected by 10 votes to cne, with one abstention.

w, SHAFAGE explained that he had abstained from voting
é.t that time‘because he wendered whether Mr. Borisov?!s proposel did
not mean that, in beginning the review of communications, those
received from Non-Self-Coverning Territories and Trust Territor:!,es

ghould first be examined,leaving the others until latex.

Mr. ROY explained that he had voted against Mr. Borisov's
proposal, not because he was oppbsed to communications from Non-
Self-Governing Territories or Trust Territories being reviewed, but
because, in his opinion, all communications should be taken into
consideration, regardless of their orlgin.

The other members of the Sub-Commission shared hie point of view,

The OHATRMAN declared open the discussion on the Committee!s
report (E/CN.4/Sub.2/61). '

Mr. MCNAMARA obJected to the second paragraph of the report.
Its adoption would be & confession of lack of authority and would dis-
courage thbse of the members who had come in the hope of making a
positive comtribution to the solution of the problem of minorities,
He did not know to what extent the resolution adopted by the Commisaion
on Humen Rights, which the Secretary had Just read, prevented the
Sub-Commission from studying concrete measures for the review of _
commnications, but he thought that there were possibilities of
action which had not yet been considered.

‘Mr, ROY thought that 1t would be advisable to diétinguish
between the/gﬁﬁg%gon and the future. The CQmmiss;ton on Human Rights
ghould be asked to request the Ec”dndmic and Soclal Council to extend

- the powers of the Sub~Commission in order to emable it to gtudy

' corﬁmunica'bions and to subnit = report to the Commission on Human Rights

“on the questions brought to 1ts attention during the consideration of
communications, |

[¥x. DANIELS
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Mr, DANIELS sxplained that, in approving the Committee's
report, he had taken into consideration the fact that the ‘Sub~Commission
eould undertalke no action at the mcment. It was obvious, however,

that it should take action &g soon as it could,

Mr., SEAFAGH agked what was meant by the expression "téke note"

of the communications under discussion,

Miss MONROE recalled that members could request the text
of commmnications which dealt with the violation of the rights of mine
oritlies. A summary of the communicatlons had been distributed to
sach nmewber 5o that they might know the contents of them. As the
Sub«Compigsion could take no action on the measurss which were rec~
ommended to 1t, it must confine iteelf to saying that it had taken
note of the communications. '

The Sub-Commigsion could not request e detailed text of communi-

which contained only criticisms of the existing state of world affairs,
In such cases, also, it could only take note of the summary distributed.

Mr. DANIELS stated that the Sub-Commisaion was already
engaged in a discussion on the procedure to be followed in the
examination of communications. It had been agreed that the proposal
vhich he had submitted on that subJect would be studied as soon &as

the Commlttee had presented its report.

Mr. MASANT suggested taking note of the repcrt without
approving it.

Mr. SHAFAGH supported that suggestion.

Mr. ROY also approved that proposal. He could not vote for
the second paragraph, which amounted to saying that 1t was imposeidle,
at that time, to take effective measures to ensure the review of

communi cations,

Mr, BORISOY indiceted that he would abstain from voting on
the proposal.

Mr. McNAMARA could not approve it either.

JAFLer



E/CN. g/SL1b°2/SR 30
‘Page :

 After a brief discussion, the CHATRMAY ennounced that,
exoept.for the reservations made by Mri Borisov and Mr. McNamara,
the Sub-Commission took note of the report but éid nobt wish to
adopt 1t by taking & vote. ‘

The meeting roce at U+ p.m.






