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1. When considering the Report of the Kconoaile Commission
for Rwrope, the Eeonomic and Social Council adepted on :
Lth August, 1543, a resolution which "... notes with satis~ -
‘faction thet the Economic Comaission for Zurope &b ibs |
Third Session adopted unanimously a Resolution on the setting
up of ‘an ad Qg$ Cbnmittee on Industrial Development and
Foreign Trade.

he Economic and Sacial(ﬁnuuﬂj_fUrther inVited the
Keonomic Commission for Europe ",.. to submit to the next
Session of the Council a Progress Report on its activities
in tte field of 1n&ustrial development and trade including
a'description of any technical means contemplated to foster
the development of intra-European trade". . As the Zconomic
Commission for Burope has not held a meeting since Augzust
1948, the present Progress Report is submitted by the
Executive Secretary on behalf of the Commission.

2. T":e ad hoc Committee on Industrial Development and
Trade met at the end of September 1948, Its meeting was
essentially devoted to a discussion of the hest structural
‘organization which could, within the framework of the :
neonomic Cormmission for Europe, »romote the devzlopment of-
industry and foreign trade. Twe ad hoc Committee decided
to reconmend to the Commission the establishment of a
Committee on the Development of Trade, with terms of -
reference ag shown in the attached Apwendix to this report.
An account of the meeting of the ad ho¢ Committee is con-
tained in the I-terim Report of the Economic Commission for
Surope to the Eighth Session of the jiconomic and Sccial
Council. ‘

3. " After the me=zting of the ad hoc¢ Cormittee, the
Executive Secretary consulted the Governments on two
alternative courses of action: (=) to start ae work of .
the Committee on the Development of Tecade.on , provisional
pasis, before the Terms of Reference recommended by the ad
hoc Committee had been formally a»»roved by the Economic
Commission for Europe, (the discussion of these Terms of
Reference beéing thus postponed until the Fourth Regular
Session of the Commission, to be held in May 1949), or
éb% to hold a Special Session of the Commission at an earlier
a e L] .

Early in December, when the replies from the Govern-
ments had come in, it was decided that no Speclal Session
of the Commission was necessary as the Governments had
notified their agreement to start directly the work of the
Comnittee on the Development of Trade; on a provisional
basis. The date of the first meeting of the Committee was
subsequently fixed for 14th February. Its Tlsrms of

« Thig ig the document referred to on Page 23 of E/1074



E/1086
page 2

Reference will be considered at the Fourth Regular Session
of the Commrission in May. .

L, The ad hoc Cormittee had further invited the Executive
Secretary to prepare "... on the basis of the Resolution
adopted by the ad hoc Committee, suggestions as o the :
~activities of the Committee now being nreated, taking into
account the exchange of views which %ook place in the course
of the meeting of the ad hoc Coumittce and thie proposals put
hefore 1t by the di fferent delegations". Aeting upon these
instructions the ixecutive Sscretary issued, on 22nd -December,
suggestions for a work programme of the Committee on the

- Development of Trade (Document IDT/23).

5 The discussions of the ad hoc Committee were concerned
essentially with organizational matters. Therefore, pending
the meeting of the Committee on the Development of Trade,

it is impossible to present "a deseription of any technical
-means contemplated to foster the develcpment of intra-

European trado", as requested by the Resolution. o; the Economic
and Social Council.

6. & description of the activitizs of othar Committees

of the Economic Commission for Europe in the.field of
industrial development and trade will be found in the Intepim
Report of the Economic Commissicn for Europe to the Elghth
59531on of the Economic and Social Council (Document B/I074).




E/1086
page 3

Termgs of Reference for a Conmitteo on Development
of Trade.  (Documont i/ECe/IDT/5)

The ad hoc Committee on Industrial Pevelopment and Trade

RECOGNIZING that the increasce of preduction and trade

" both through the full utilization of national resources and
through the more rapid development of the economies of the
BEuropean countriecs, is a prerequisite for the achievement and
maéntenance of a high level of economic activity in Europe,
an

RECOGNIZING that it is the task of the: Economic .
Commission for Burope to contribute to the fulfilment of these
aims:

CONSIDERING the existence since the war in the countriecs
of Europe of the shortage of a number of industrial products
necagssary for the speedy rehabilitation and development of
the economy of European countries, and also the desirce of many
European countrics, devastated by the war and 1ndustr1ally
backward, to develop their national industry,

CONSIDERING the authority given to the Commission by the
Econonic and Social Courcil at its Seventh Session

RESOLVES:

To reccommend to the Economic Commission for Europe
that a Conmittee on the Development of Trade be
established, with the following terms of refercnce:

I. The Committee, acting as a consultative body, shall
serve as a forum for discussion of and exchange of
views on questions which fall within its competences.

II. The Committee shall study, consult on and subnit

. recomniendations on measures that will result in an
expansion of trade between the European countries and
also betwecn those countries and countries outside
Europes

ITI. The Committee shall draw the attention of the appropriate
committecs of ECE to problems of agricultural and in- -
dustrial development which are of importance to intra-
European trade and shall collaborate as may be necessary

- with these committees in expanding production and trade;

IV. The Committee shall, whencver necessary, approach the
various Specialized Agencies of the United Nations with
requests for assistance in achieving its task; in accor-
dance with the agreements between the nited Nations
and the Agencies;

V. The Cormittec shall not make recommendations leading to
an infringement of the sovercign rights of any govern-
went, 1ts task being to facilitatc economic agrcements
between countrics on the basis of equal rights and.
nutual advantares of the contracting parties.



