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The meeting was talled to order at 10,15 a.m.
GENERAL DEBATE (continued)

1. Mr, LY Luge (China) said that, although some progreas had been made during
the past year in the resettlement and voluntary repatriation of refugees, the
‘exodus of Indo-Chinese and Afshan refugees to nelghbourlng countries had
continued, The prospects for a durable solution for the 160,000 Indo-Chinese
refugees in South East Aaia and for the nearly 3 million Afghan refugees in
Pakistan remained as remote as ever. At the same time, frequent military
attacks had been made on refugee camps, and there had been no easing of the
crippling burden borne by the host countries of the third world.

2. As yet, none of the root causes of the ocutflows of refugees had been
eliminated. In Afghanistan and Kampuchea, for example, foreign military
aggression and occupaticn continued as before.”  In South Africa, the authorities
were still practising apartheid, and Israel was pressing on with its policy of
expansion., Humanitarian assistance to refugeess and the elimination of the root
causes were both indispensable, but the latter was fundamental. In 1983, there
had been an outflow of 60,000 refugees from Viet Nam; if the root cause of the
exodus was not eliminated, there could be a second or third outflow in 1984 and
in the coming years. S

3. The resettlement of 80,000 refugees from the South East Asian region during
the past year had undoubt edly been a step forward, but more than 160,000 Indo-
Chinese refugees werce still awaiting a durable soclution. What was their
future? In the absence of suitable conditions for large-scale voluntary
repatriation at the present time, resettlement was the only practical long-term
solution. It was a matter of extreme urgency to resettle persons who were
uriable to integrate intoc the country of asylum, as well as those who had nho
particular skills and no relatives in the country of resettlement, . He hoped
that the developed countries wculd see their way to providing more opportunities
of resettlement for those refugees. Pakistan and Thailand had received the
largest inflows of refugees in Asia, with the consequence that a disproportionate
burden had been placed on their economies and societies. It was clearly
impoassible for them to overcome their difficulties by their own efforts and his
delegation hopad that the international community would provide them with the
necesasary refugee assistance and development aid.

4. ICARA II had called for international burden~-sharing and, more particularly,
a combination of refugee assistance and development aid, but it bhad been noted
that a . number.of countries had .not yet made any . .positive.commitments, while.
commitments actually made had nol yet been fulfilled. At the same time, the
economic asituation in Africs was critical and most of the refugee-receiving
countries of that drought-stricken continent were in dire economic straits.

His deslegation hoped that the devéloped countries, keeping the stability of the
world political and ‘economic situation in mind, would provide more humanitarian
asslstarice and developitent aid to the refugee-asylum countries. and refugee-
receiving countries of Africa. :

5. In the light of repeated military attacks on refugee camps {in some regions
of the world, even involving the use of bombers and artillery, his delegation
concurred with the Executive Committee's decision to prepare a draft document on
the subject. The document should unequivocally condemn the attacking States.

It should prohibilt attacks against refugee camps wherever they were located and
on whatever pretext and should stipulate that the sovereignty of the host country
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should be strictly respected s0 as to safeguard its security. The document
should contain general princlples suitable_for wide application and should not
differentiate between camps. It was also essential that full consultations
should be. held and that the views of host States of refugee camps should be
given particular importance, in order to obtain a document acceptable to all
parties.

6. As a result of the joint efforts of his Government and the UNHCR over the
past few years, production was developing steadily in certain settlements for
Indo-Chinese refugees, thus raising their living standards and increasing their
self-sufficiency. However, since about half of the 270,000 refugees were still
unable to support themselves, his Government was compelled to allocate large
amounts of financizl resources and relief supplies. Many refugee settlements
were still confronting practical difficulties, such as providing drinking water,
education for children and medical care. The Chinegse Government looked forward
to continued co-operation from the international cddimunity and UNHCR in assisting
the refugees in China and it would work together with other members of the .
international community and contribute to alleviating the sufferings of - refugees
in various parts of the world.

7. Mr. THABANE (Lesotho) emphasized that no sclution could be found to the
refugee problem without first identifying its root cause. In southern Afrieca,
the cause of refugee flows was the institutionalization of apartheid policies
which adversely affected all aspects of life, resulting in a spill over into all
the neighbouring countries which were hosting the victims of those inhuman
policies. A cosmetic institutional change had recently been made in South Africa
which tended to suggest that only 4 miilIion out of the 24 million inhabitanta of
that country mattered, the remaining 20 million being dec¢lared citizens of
Bantustans o Homclands created and administered on ethnic lines. The refugee
population in Lesotho, and indeed in all of southern Africa, was made up of people
who weré not preparced to accept that state of affairs. The recent moves by the
South African Government intensify the problem for Lesotho and other southern
African States as more reéfugees would inevitably leave South Africa,

8. His small couniry was a signatory to the 1951 United Nations Convention on
Refugees and had at all times been prepared to live by the letter and spirit of
that humanitarian document, in the conviction that by giving asylum to victims of
apartheid, it was acting in harmony and in concert with the rest of civilized
mankind. At TCARA TI, the representative of Lesotho had referred to the
adoption of a "Refugees Act" and a "Human Rights Act" as policy tools for the
protection of refugess and respect for thelir rights. Lesotho would continueé to
recelve and give succour to those who had fled their countries in search of
freedom and happiness. It should be borne in mind that Lesotho did not recruit
refugees; they were driven to seek refuge in Lesotho and other neighbouring
countries by the system of aEartheid. Therefore, while relief measures to
refugees were appreciated, thelr impact could only be temporary. The real
solution was to be found in the international community persuading the

South African Govermment to dismantle the whole apparatus of apartheid.

9. Mp. VIDAS (Yugoslavia) said that his country, with its firm belief in the
need for co-operation in order to solve international problems, including
refugee problems, fully supported the humanitarian and non-political orientation
“of UNHCR activities. It was particularly important that the burden-sharing
principle should be fully implemented in the near future, particularly since the
bulk of the relugee population was located in the developing countries of Afriea,
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Asia and. Latin America, most of which were already facing insurmountable problems
caused hy the ourrent world economia crisis and whose economic developtment had
bean brought to a halt. Hls delsgation donsidered that the international
community should regard those oountries as donor countries.

10. His delegation welcomed, in particulap, the efforts ade by UNHCR to promote
co-operation with other United Nations agenoies and to gd~ordinate activities.
It would welcome a more frequent participatibn by the development agencies, such
as UNDP and the World Bank, in projects peneficial both to refugees and local
communities. It also qommended UNHCR efforts to reduce expenditures on care and
maintenance in favour of measures directed towards durable solutions. The
allocation of an increasing percentage of resources to Africa was clearly squhd.

11. The situation of countries of first asylum or transit countries could be
greatly improved by facilitating and simplifying admission procedures and
increasing the admission quotas in resettlement countries. There was no need to
dwell on the negative effects on the personality of the refugee of long periocds
in camps or similar institutions, awaiting resettlement, and on the additional
finan¢ial burdens and other problems imposed on the country of first asylum or
transit.

i2. Thus far, 96 countries had acceded to either the 1951 Convention or the
1967 Protocol, or both instruments. The security and protection of refugees
could be achieved by the strict prohibition and forceful condemnation of attacks
on refugee camps and settlements and the adoption of measures to prevent such
attacks. Those attacks were not only a .violation of the basic principles of
international humanitarian law, but also constituted acts of aggression against
sovereign States, placing in Jeopardy the safety and lives of refugees.

13. His delegation considered ICARA II to have been a very important step on the
long road towards finding durable solutions to the problems of refugees and
‘returnees in Africa, recognizing as it did that the problems involved a global
responsibility and emphasizing the enormous importance of the complementarity of
refugee and development asalstance.

14. Yugoslavia itself had done a great deal to protect the person and dignity of
refugees on its territory, to ensure the material and social security of refugees
and their families, to provide health care, education and employment and to create
the necessary conditions for their integration in the living and working
environment. Special attention had been paid to handicapped refugees and those
with no means of support; they received monthly welfare benefits and enjoyed full
health care, the level of such benefits being the same as for Yugoslav citizens.
In co-operation with UNHCR, handicapped refugees were placed in appropriate
institiitions, and the regources allocated for those purposes had been doubled over
the past five years.: .

15. Mr., REPSDORPH {Denmark) noted that while the refuges situation had stabilized
during the past year, thefe appeared to be a stalemate in regard to the major
refugee crises which had developed in recent years. Lasting sclutions seemed no
closer than a year agd. His delegation agreed with the High Commissioner on the
need for efforts to be takeri to identify and remove the conditions giving rise to
refugee flows. Failure to address the root causes could in time seriously impede
the High Commissioner's ability to discharge his functions in an effective manner.

16. In his opening statement and his Note on Inﬁernational Protection, the
High Commissioner had drawn attention to the erosion - in many parts of the-
world - of the fundamental concept ¢f asylum, and had mentioned the problems
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related to the so~called "jet-age asylum seekers", who were arriving by air or by
sea in increasingly large numbers in countries far distant from their homelands.
The problems resulting from the dimensions of that new phenomenon were heing
exploited by xeriophobic tendencies in the public opinion. - €onsiderable prcblems
were being creéated by the increasing numbers of refugees who moved from their
present country of asylum to more distant places, often by irrsgular means, not
only because of lack of protection but also because of 'uhsatisfactory living
conditions or the gseeming impossibility of finding a durable sclubion in the
foreseeable future.. . The seminar planned for 1985 on Protection Issues in Europe
would provide a welcome opportunity to address. those problems. it was necéséary
to make sure that refugee status was reserved for people seeking asylum for ~°°
compelling humanitarian reasons. ' -

17. His country was seriously concerned about the increasingly restrictive
policies pursued by some Governments with regard to the admission and treatment

of asylum seekers, including various measures of sg-called "human deterrence" and
about. the increasingly strict interpretation by many countries of relevant refugee
status criteria. Some practices grossly violated the legal standards and
humanitarian principles established for the protection of refugees and were also
contrary to the principle of international burden-sharing, since flows of asylum:
seekers were diverted to neighbourlng countries which lived up to their
obligations.

18. The non-refoulement princ;ple was a cornerstone in the 1nternationa1
protection of refugees, and it was most disquieting that several instances of
violations of that principle had been reported, including cases where refoulement
measures had been taken in the context of more general agreements between
countries of asylum and origin aimed at normalizing bilateral relations. . S8ince
many of those instances had occurred in Africa, they also constituted serious
violations of the principles contained in the Declaration unanimously accepted by -
ICARA II. Repatriation should always be voluntary and fo ensure that it was so
UNHCR must be involved in.all repatriation operations,

19, 1t was a matter of regret that the Executive Committee had so far been unable
to reach agreement on the formulation of a set of conclusions with regard to the
grave problem of military attacks on refugee camps and settlements. The
discussion in the Sub-Committee on International Protection had shown, however
that there was unanimous support for the view that attacks on genuine refugee
camps and settlements were in grave violation of existing and fundamental
principles of international humanitarian law and should accordingly be expressly
condemned by the international community. There had also been unanimous support
for the view that UNHCR should be granted access to all the refugee camps and -
settlements with which 1t . was concerned. : ,

20, The physical safety of asylum seekers at aea who often fell prey t¢ brutal
attacks by pirates was also at stake. Although there had been a-significant
reduction in the number of pirate attacks they had increased in brutality.

His Government, which had contributed regularly to the Anti-Piracy Programme
concluded with the Royal Thai Government, was concerned about. the Programme's
apparent lack of efficiency, and hoped that it would improve over the next year,
drawing on the recommendations of the expert assessment team. His delegation
welcomed the High Commissioner's remarks concerning the renewed commitment of
the Thai authorities to do their utmost to combat the evil practice of piracy
and to bring to justice those who preyed on helpless refugees.
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21, The. eituation wlth regard to rescue of asylum seekers in. dlstress at. sea was,
equally alarmlng. At a time when more and more ships were reported. to be 1gner1ng
boat. people in dletress, the Nansen Commi $tee had taken a wlse decision in avarding
the Napser.medal to the captain and two crew embers of the. Roge City", thereby
paying a fribute to all the sailors who had contrlbuted to the rescue of boat.
people.. The decision. also served as a tlmely ‘reminder to ship owners and masters
of their obl;gatlon to rescue refugees in distress at sea. .His Government had _
been 1nstrumental in the elaboration of the RASRO eqheme and was gratified to note
that lt had now received the. active support of 11. countr;es. It hoped that the .
remaining countries concerned would soen. pledge their support and that the scheme
would soon be implemented on a trial basis.

22. TCARA II had been an important stepping-stone in the search. for new approaches
to durable solutions.  It-wes encouraging that so many countries had been able to -
agree on.the new, integrated approach of linking refugee aid with development.
assigtance. -To implement %the principles. agreed upon during the Conference, donor
countrles?should, whenever possgible, seek to incorporate refugee aid in their
bilateral .assigtance programmes and-host countries .should give priority to the
integration of refugees within their.own national development programmes, In
pursuance of:the ‘commitments made by:his. country;at the ICARA conferencey. steps
had been taken to agsign 12 million Danish kroner (4US 1.1 million) to UNHCR-.
programmes in Africa in 1984. The possibility of Danish support for one or more
refugee-ralated,. lnfraetructure proaecte submxtted by Tanzanisa . had aleo-been
ralsed in Dar-ee~Salaam S R S

25. On the general questlon of refugee aid and development hls delegatlon agreed
that UNHCR, while being the focal point for durable solutions, should not assume

the role;ofva development agency. . UNHER should rather act as & catalyst. and
co~ordinator of ‘when developmental initiatives ware needed. The High Commissionér
should try to ensure that refugees were included in development plans,. in.order to
promote their integration into.the development of the regions. where they were -
living. In that connection, his delegation welcomed the agreement concluded recently
between UNHCR and UNDP on development activities affecting réfugees and the
co-operation which had developed:bétween UNHCR- and ether organlzatlons, whether
1ntergovernmental or non—governmental. ‘ S o :

24, Voluntary repatrlation remained the. preferred solutlon, and UNHCR was to be
commended for its efforts to. promote voluntary repatriation, especially in areas
llke South—East Asla where such solutlons ‘met’ w1th serlous obstacles.

25 Hie delegatlon was gratlfled to note that there would be no .increase.in the
number of posts at UNHCR Headquarters during 1985 and recognized the need-for a
small increase in the number of field posts. All were aware of the need for more
staff to .promote durable solutions, but the protection function of UNHCRIwould be
best served: by the physical presence of UNHCR officials in troubled areas. Hie
delegation wasg aware .of the volume of . work involved in the professional Job-.
clessification exercise and noted that ACABQ had positively recommended the result
of the exercise. His delegation sccordingly supported the recommendations: in- .
tables:. 7. and 12 of document A/AC,96/639/43d.1. It was not, however, able.at that _
stage to’ accept in principle the proposed upgradlng referrea to in paragraph 27 of
that document.
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26, His delegation was pleased to announce that final parliamentary approval of an
additional ameunt of approximately $1.1 million was expected 4o be given shortly for
programmes in Pakistan and South-East Asia, thus bringing the total amount Denmark ~
had so far contributed to UNHCR in 1984 to %8 million.,

27. His delegation was seriously concerned by the estimated increase in UNHCR
finantcial requirements of $60 million in 1985, partly due to the substantial f£2ll
in carry-over — as a result of a commendable improvement in programme delivery,
and to the sharp rise in the .value.of the dollar., The situation reguired that
UNHCR would have to proceed with the greatest caution and prudence and that the

international community should he ready to make an extra effort

28, ‘Mr. MAHALLATI (Islamic Republic of Iran) said that UNECR had earned the
reputation of being an apolitical organization performing z valuable humanitarian
service. 1ts positive achievements were due tc the dedication of its staff as
well ag To the generous contributions of the international community. However, it |
ghould be borne in mind that UHNHCR's credibility could be destroyed if conitributions
and services were allowed to serve the political -interests of their dorors. TUNHCRE
should assist all refugees, irrespective of their nationality, who were victims of
vicioug attacks, aniulOH , and the expansionist policies of super-Powers and
oppression. : ' ' : ~

29. In spite of the sssistance provided by the international conmmunity, the
rﬁfugee situation in general continued to deteriorate and had hecome particularly
igtressing and alerming in Africa., The situation of refugees in Latin America and’
Asia was no better, The best way to eliminate the problem.of refugees would.be %o .
fight its political causes. The international community-should establish
instruments to hallt such acts of aggression zs those directed by the racist regime
of South Africa against neighbouring countries and its own people.and the inhuman
conduct and crimes of the Zionist regims against the Palestinian people and
refugees. . Moreover, an effective political leverage was needed agsinst the
aggrossion of the Soviet Union which had resulted in s fiow of Afghan refugess,
Although UNHCR could mot serve such a purpose, it had played an important role
by providing temporary assistance tc refugees,

30, UNHCR's services were needed increasinglys at the same time, iis allocations
and funds were insufficient. The goal of improving its financial situation could
not be achieved unless international public opinion wag educated to realize that
agglistance to UNHCR was an international moral obligation which should be
fulfilled, irrespective of any political orisntation or economic congiderations.

%1,  Although the Islamic Republic of Iran had only recently begun to receivs
assistance from UNHCR, positive results had already been noted. The efforts
made by the pecple of Iran, while themselves faced with an imposed war, to
accommodate a steady influx of Afghan refugees, had enabled them to appreciate
the humanitarian sentiments motivating UNHCR assistance. ‘

32. Dame Anne WARDUITOW (United Kingdom) said that her oquntry'was deeply
concerned ahout the problems facing refugees throughout the world and looked to
UNHCR to take z leading role in finding practical and durable solutions to the
complex and large-scale refugee problems. Her delegation agreed that voluntary
repatriation could be the best durable solution in the right circumstances, . '
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33. Countries of repatriation sometimes needed development assistance. Her delegation
recognized that refugee-oriented development projects were an essential ingredient

in promoting durable solutions. It weleomed UNHCR's role as a catalyst both in
providing emergency relief and in initiating long-term aid for refugees and for their
hoat countries., ~Refugee~oriented development aid should not, however, be at the
expense of normal aid programmes. The needs of the local populatlon should be.
considered and any projects for refugees should be iutegrated into the existing
development schemes of the host country, Her delegation hoped that countries of
first asylum would endeavour to give priority to refugee-oriented programmes in their
own development plans. With one exception, on which it needed further clarification,
it had no difficulty with the proposed draft prlnCLples on refugee aid esnd
development.

34. ICARA IT had realized its broad aims of enlisting international sympathy and
support for African refugees and their host countries and had marked the beginning
of a process. In the meantime, in the United Kingdom, terms of reference had been
~drafted under which voluntary agencies might apply for funding from the £5 million
British pledge and several British NGOs had begun to study refugee-related projects
which would qualify for United Kingdom funding., Projects financed under ICARA II
would have to be carefully monitored in order to maintain the search for durable
solutione, While her delegation did not see a need for new permanent administrative
machinery for the follow-up to the Conference, it agreed that the Steering Committee
ghould be maintained and considered that THDP might co-ocrdinate develcpment action
in the field.

35. No general statement on refugee matters in 1984 would be complete without a
reference to the largest concentration of refugees in the world - the Afghan -
refugees in Pakistan and Iran. The exodus, tragically, was continuing and one~fifth
of the Afghan population had fled their country, It was deplorable that the
continued physical presence of foreign forces in Afghanistan was preventing the
repatriation of millions of Afghans who wanted to weturn home. UNHCR was providing
vital assistance to those people and the United Kingdom had contributed £21.6 million
to Afghan refugees since Janvary 1980. Her delegation was pleased to announce that
the United Kingdom would make a further contribution of £2.8 million to assist
Afghan refugees in Pakistan, £2 million of which would be assigned to TNICEF.

36, In respect of the protection of refugees, numerous cases of inadequate
protection by the responsible States had been noted during the last year. The
practice of refoulement continued, although its preveution had always been the
corner—stone of UNHCR's mandate. Her delegation agreed with the High Commissioner
that the physical probection of refugees was primarily the responsibility of the
Govermment giving refuge or asylum. Armed attacks against civilian refugee camps
and setilements should be condemmed wherever they occurred. Moreover, countries
of asylum should ensure.thst refugees were moved away from borders and away from
any combatants in the area. In addition, UNHCR -and any other humanitarian
organizations should normalliy have access to refugee camps and settlements.

37. Her delegation was heartened to learn that the RASRO scheme'might soon become
operative; 1t reaffirmed its support for the AntléPlracy Programme and the
Orderly'Depamture Programme.

38. The prcblem ofiVietnamese refugees in Hong Kong was a¥so particularly acute.
Hong Kong was one of the most crowded places on earth and had had to accommodate
perhaps half 5 million new immigrants sifice 1978, Also, in the same period, over
100,000 refugees had arrived from Viet Nam. Over 90,000 of them had found homes
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in third countriea, owing to the Joint efforts of UNHCR and the major resettlement
countries, but 13,000 remained in crowded transit centres. Her country had
settled some 19, 000 Vietnamese during the past few years and urged countries with
large resettlement programmes to 1nclude g take—off from Hong Kong.

39, Turnlng to admlnlstratlve matters, she 'said that while her delegatlon favoured
strengthening field operations, it had hoped that fully compensatory savings would
be made at Headquarters. It was also somewhat astonished at the upward regrading
of so many professional posts.

40. The Unlted Kingdom had always glven gtaunch support to UNHCR and had
contributed generously both.to the regular budeet and special appeals. However,
the forecast that UNICEF would wequire an additional $US 60 million from veluntary
contributions in 1985 had been noted with concern in view of the great pressure on
the United Kingdom budget., The High Commissioner should ensure that every possible
economy was made and hew sources of revenue explored. Inmovations, such as the
introduction of additional languages, for example, might have to be postponed
At a time vhen resources were under great pressure, the needs of the world's
refugees should come first.

41,  Mr. KHARMA (Lebanon) noted that there was a lack of universality in the approach
and implementation of the principles of international protection, The fundamental
instruménts of humanitarian refugee law were the object of reservations, subjective
interpretations, partial application or total rejection by many. Restrictive '
trends and practices in granting asylum and the inhumane attacks on the refugees

were the oubcome of the heterogenedus legal situation. The-international community
was therefore called upon to review the situation, update its 1ega1 1nstruments and
give them unlversal ~aceepbance and applloatlon. :

42. The preventlon of military and armed attacks on refugee camps and settlements
had become a major problem and the Executive Committee had the obligation, by virtue
of its mandate,‘ﬁo formulate a golution that was both rapid and effective,

43. He commended: UNHCR on the increasing percentage of funds allocated to refugee-
related development aid. The major achievement of ICARA II was undoubtedly the fact
that the principle of refugee—related development aid had been generally accepted by
the international community., Its success would depend on an early and sufficient .
flow of financial resources and effective implementation of development programmes
based on pdrallel assistance to refugees and host countries,

44, In concluding, he wisheéd to express the déep gratitﬁdé‘of the people‘éﬂd
Government of Lebanon for the valuable assistance extended by UNHCR since 1976,

. 45, Mr. TAYAL (United Wations Council for Namibia) said that the illegal occupation
of Namibia by South Africa had had a profoundly disruptive effect on the lives of
‘the Namibian people. Arbitrary arrests and detentions without trial, abductions of

. villagers’ by the South African Defénce Force and the general dlscrlmlnatory ‘treatment
"of the black populatlon had contributed to a large-scale refugee problem which called

for increased action by the 1nternatlonal communaty.

46, BSince the end of 1981 there had been a massive exodus of Namibians - villagers,
and schoolchildren fleeing forcible conscription into South Africa‘s territorial
army - into the neighbouring countries of Angold, Botswana and Zambia. The number
of Namibian exiles had grown to approximately 80,000 people and was still increasing.
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4T7T. The displaced people were also confronted with serious problems, particularly of
accommodation, water supply, education and health. In Angola and Zambia, more than
26,000 Namibian children were crowded into tenits which deteriorated rapidly and did
not afford protection from the heat and cold.

48. BSWAPO had taken steps to alleviate the plight of the Namibian refugees by
establishing self-help construction teams and by providing trained medical personnel
and public health inspectors. However, its efforts required the support of the
international commnity through increased contributions of clothing, medical supplies,
bedding, and road graders to permit year round delivery of supplies to refugees.

The most pressing needs were durable housing and an adequate water supply.

49. The Council for Namibia appreciated the significant assistance by UNHCR to
Namibians who had been compelled to seek asylum in the neighbouring countries and
welcomed the plans to continuwe that sssistance. In view of the urgent reguirements
of the Namibian refugees, the Council strongly recommended that it should be
inecreased.

50. The major part of the assistance provided by the Council for Namibias was aimed
at the future development of that country in accordance with its mandate to prepare
the people of Namibis for independence. BSome humanitarian asasistence was also being
provided by the Council, in close consultation with UNHCR,

51. The voluntary contributions made by Member States to the United Nations Fund
for Namibia were used to provide scholarships for refugee Namibians, to conduct
the specialized training programmes - the Nationhood Programme - in selected
priority areas and to train middle level administrators for a future indepsndent
Namibia. '

52. Howsver, the Council for Namibia lacked the resources and ftechnical capacity

to provide for the recurrent humanitarian needs of the Namibian refugees and it
counted on the international community, in co-operation with UNHCR, to work with SWAPO
with a view to achieving that end. 1In conclusion, he wished to assure the Committee
that the Council would continue to play a constructive role in assuring the protection
of the rights and interests of the people of Namibia.

53. Mpr, OUID-ROUIS (Algeria) noted that the record level of UNHCOR assistance
activities in the 1980s and the urgency of refugee protection questions had led the
Executive Committee to study ways and means of discharging its mandate more
effectively. A number of considerations justified that decision.

54. In the first place, UNHCR was no longer the body that had been set up to assist
a restrictéd category of refugees, but had become a vast system for rendering aid and
protection to refugees. Second, whereas by definition refugee status was temporary,
the refugee phenomenon was permanent, Pending a global approach that would

endeavour to deal with the root causes of the exodus of populations, the international
community sought to limit the consequences by mitigating human suffering and fairly
sharing the burden that fell to the countries of asylum,



A/AC.96/SR.3TL
page 11

5. Despite the relative stsbilization of the main refugee situations, existing
needs in terms of agsistance were sftill very considerable., In the absence of any
major new smergency situation which would have called for a more substantial

comml tment on the part of the international community, the level of aid to refugees
should be raiged, particularly since many countries of agylum with seriocus economic
problems were shouldering the burden with difficulty. At a time when asylum was
sometimes granted parsimoniously, and often on a temporary basis, by States that
did not hesitate to have recourse-to refoulement, it was essential to help those
States which, notwithstanding their poverty, still abided by the principles
governing the granting of asylum, in keeping with their hospitable traditions.

It wag the developing countries that offered asylum to the majority of refugees.

It wag apparent, therefore, that the international community's degree of commitment
to refugees was a key element in the guest for a solutlon to their problems.

56. The question of 1nternatlonal protectlon of- refugees, and specifically of

their phyaical safety, was becoming increasingly acuie. Regrettably, the

Executive Committee had still not reached agreement on a draft principle prohibiting,
and uneguivocally condemning, such acts.  The international commnity's passgive
attitude could only serve to encourage the recurrence of such acts.

57. In recent years, UNHCR had developed a new approach to the phenomenon of
refugee outflows, which was directed towards integrating the refugee irntc a dynamic
development procesa, In his delegation's view, that approach should be organized
along two main lines, the first aimed at improving the modalities of UNHCR action
and the second at rendering agsistance directed at the development and

-+ infrastructure of developing countries, bearing in mind the effect on their
economies of a largenumber of refugees. A4t a time when the resources of -
co—operation institutions were virtually drying up,y it was gratifying to note ,
that UNHCR continued to have considersble funds at its disposal. The optimization
and efficient utilization of resources via equltable assistance could only serve
the cause of refugees. :

58. -His delegation sppreciated UNHCR's efforts to improve its performance in
order to respond to emergency situations and to develop self-gufficiency projests.
An increase in self-sufficiency activities was an alternative in cases where a
durable solution was still not feasible. His delegation could only encourage
UNHCR in its renewed efforts to promote durable solutions. The possibilities
for reseltlement seemed limited, many Governments being reluctant to admit refugees.
However, voluntary repatriation had become a viable opticn in certain areag and
succesaful repatriation operations had been effected in Africa and Latin America.
The High Commisgicner had spoken of the need for any repatriation exercise to be
primarily veoluntaxry and of the need for a clear and unequivocal agreement between
the host country and countyy of origin, 'fhere was no guestion but that
repatriation, if organized jJjointly with the conntry of asylum and the country of.
origin, and in co~operation with the UNHCR, would undoubtedly enable the
regettlement exercise to be backed up by logistical and material support. The
High Commissioner had also stated that refugees should be enabled to return to
their place of origin. In some cases, there were deep-geated reasons that
prevented the realization of such aspirations. The implementation of the
decigions of the bodies empowered to rule on the merits of the case was theréfore
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a prerequisite for repatriation. In that comnection, hig delegation was convinced
that if ‘the éonflict ir the Western Sahara was settled at the political level,-
‘and the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly .and Organization of

African Unity" 1mp1emented the Saharan refugees who had taken refuge in Algerla
could return to thelr own country.

59. In practlcal terms, the advantdge of the concept of a551stance to refugees and
development aid was that it allowed the -refugee %o be integrated in the development
process of the country of asylum; it appeared to be suited to certain situations
of maggive population outflows to deprived or low-income areas, reducing the impact
oft the présence of refugeesd 0n the eccoronicss:of asylum countries while improving
their infrastructure. The initial stage o0f an experiment conducted under UNHCR
auspices, through a World Bank pilot project in Pakistan, seemed conclusive and
might well be attempted in -other areas. Theé concept had been one of the major
themes of ICARA IL. ' ' '

60. His delegation wag gratified to note that the international community had : -
reacted positively %o the Conference. ~The unanimous commitment.of participants

to the objectives of ICARA IT would undoubtedly make it possible to mobilize
resources in order to executs the préjects that had been proposed. His
delegation trusted that the results’of the Conferénce would match the hopes -
placed in it by the African continent and the international commumnity as a wholes.
It was, of course, too early to take stock of those results but the final outcoms -
would depend ow Africa's ability to create the right conditions for durable . .
golutions. ¥ The world, too, had a responsibility to provide the necessary additional
resources for the implementation of development projects in refugee-settlement
areas in accordance with the prlnclple of .equitable burden-sharlng. :

61. Financial and human resources were crltlcal forfthe achlevement_of UNHCR's
objectives. His delegation wished to pay a well deserved tribute to the staff
of UNHCR for the work it accomplished often in very difficult circumstances. Hisg
delegation tdok a’eongtructive view of the Job classification proposals. although.
further information was obviously needed as well as a general over-view of the.
proposals concerning the classification of posts charged against voluntary funds
and agalnst the Unlted ‘Nations regular budget. S

(62 A" further 1andmark in the long—standlng co—operatlon between hls Government
and UNHCR had been the recent. sgreement concerning a permanent UNHCR office in-
Algiers; the logical conclusion of the co-operation initiated in 1962 when UNHCR
had assisted in repatriating Algerians who had been expatriated during the war
of: natlonal 1ndependence. oo

65,5 Algerla had always responded favourable %o requests for asylum. Also,

in compliance with the principle of non-refoulement, it had admitted the victims
of the drought in: the Sahel region whose numbers had rigen in 1972-1973 to T5,000..
About 15,000 had settled in certain regions of Algeria. Algeria had also -,,'
given substantial asgistance to-a further influx of persons displaced recently
from the Sahel countries, as well as rendering bllateral and multllaieral aid. to
countriss afflicted by drought..

64, The movement of Sahrawis to Algeria was, however, still the largest influx
of refugees hig country had known, and their number had continued to increase
since 1975. They received assistance from the Algerian Red Cross, which was
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_ dlso responsibdle for channelllng bilateral and multllateral aid. UNHCR, for

' its part, had provided emergency asslstance since 1976 under special’ programmes.
Since 1980, when the assistance to Saklirawi refugees had been included under UNHCR
general programmes, it had been posgible to increase that aid and promote refugee -
self-sufficiency projecte. VWhile such asgistance provided considerable support,
"partlcularly for the most vulnerable groups, it could not be regarded as sufficient
for the needs of the refugees as a whole. Algeria expended over 500 mllllon dinars
annually on Sahram1 refugees, and would lncrease that amnunt by 20 perxr. cent

for 198).

65. With the opening of the permanent UNHCR office in Algeria it would undoubtedly
be possible to develop further the co-operation between UNHCR and Algeria in the
cause of the refugees. It was in that spirit that he had the honour, on behalf

. of his Government, to lnvlte the High Commissioner to v131t Algeria.

66. Mr. RAISCH (Austria) said that, while there had been no dramatic large—scale
developments in the refugee gituation since the Commlttee g preceding gession,
a number of trends might be discerned, particularly in. the field of 1nternatlonal;
protection, which had or would have important consequences for UNHCR's work and
for the refugee policy of States. In the face of the manifest erosion of the
fundamental concept of asylum, of instances of refusal of asylum and of
refoulement, of. threats to the physical safety of refugees, of piracy and of
armed attacks on refugee cemps and settlements, the question was whether the

Commi ttee could. remain silent in the hope that the situation would improve.

Could it be satisfied that UNHCR alone could solve the problems and safeguard the
interests. of all those involved? If certain ingtances of disregard of the most
fundamental principles of the international protection of refugees proved to be

a manifestation of a general trend, it was time for the international community, '
1nclud1ng the Commttee, to analyse and discuss the main causes and remed_les. '

' 67 Burgeonlng xenophobla, the growing tendency to regard refugees as a burden, .
- the increasing difficulty in finding public support for a generous. refugee policy
and the alsappearlng distinction between refugees and asylum seekers, on the one
hand , and illegal immigrants, on the other, were all symptoms that. provided the
background for digturbing developments in the field of refugee: protectlon. I
it were indeed correct that the basic principles of refugee protection were bElng"
dangerously eroded, his delegation firmly believed that action should immediately
be taken. It propoaed accordingly, that the High Commissioner should sgppoint .
_an 1ndependent and experienced person to analyse the existing situation in respect
of 1nternatlonal protection and to determine the extent to which the fundamental
principles had been eroded and to propose possible remedies. The analysls could
provide the basis for an in-depth discussion at the Executive Committee's next

;. gession on the sfeps to be taken to remedy the situation.

68.. . In the meantime, hig delegatlon trusted that the High Commlssloner would
lntsnslfy his contact with Governments and the competent authorltles partlcularly
in those areas where there was most room for improvement, It also trmsted that
the High Commissioner would further strengthen his public information service

in the field of international protection.
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69. It was particularly regrettable that the Executive Committee had been unable to
reach a .consensus on a text expressly condemning attacks on refugees and setting forth
the principles governing the measures to be taken by Governments and internatiocnal
organizations to prevent such attacks as well as strengthening the hand of -the

High Commissioner who should have aceess oo roiugee cumps and séttlements in‘order to
take the necessary preventive measures in co-operation with the Government concerned.
-His delegation appealed to the Executive Committee to continue its efforts to reach

a consensus on such a text and it recognized that all parties would have to be willing
to make certain concsssions. If a consensus was not possible because of pelitical and
legal considerations; the Execuiive Committee should seek other means of promotlng
urgent practical measures to prevent further attacks. .

T0. There werse, howev;r a number of p031tiv; developments, and his delegation
welcomed UNHCR's efforts to asaist asylum countries in developing tha self-sufficisncy
of refugees as soon as possible after their arrival, tc develop the infrastructure in
refugee areas and to integrate refugees so far ag possible in their development
process regardless of the possibilities of providing durable solutions. Durable
solutions, particuvlarly voluntary repatriation, must remain of the highest priority
and it was therefore eccourazing to note- the 1noreased share of the over*all budgbt
allocated to dursblb 3olutions. - : ‘

7i. His country's. experlence in Financing and 1nplemant1ng one of the 128 ICARA
projects. confirmed its expectations that ICARA II would promote improved integration of
refugees inta.the ongoing development process and lead to a better understanding of

the potegtial;role of refugeea in the development of their country of asylum. :

72. His delegation welcomed the continuing efforts to increase the efficiency of
UNHCR.. It recogﬁized that although the results of the job classification would have
financial Amplications, the additional ccst would amount to less than one thousandth

of the voluntary funds budget. In taking a dacision, the Committee should bear in

mind that the claseification of posts could substantially facilitate the administration
and management of UNHCR and strengthen lts organization and efficiency, particularly

in the field. His delegatlon trugted that the classification procedure adopted would
be sufficiently flexible to anahlz UNECE to adinst to any future changes. It also
welcomed the efforts of uhe High Commissioner to strengthen his field organizatlon
1nter alia by app01nt1ng a Director for Fizld Rffairu.

T3 Although the rﬂhaﬂt increase in the number of refugees arriving in Austria was
still far below the. level 01 the large-scale iniflux of 1980 and 1981, it was a trend
that gave rise to serious concern. His Government would none the less continue, with

the help of the internat icnal community, to fulfil its vespon31b111ty as a country of
first asylum. :

74, Mr. TURKMEN (Turkey) sald that, inevitably, every State accorded a different order
of priorlty to certaln refugee questicns. - There were, however, some issues of

primary importance nh ch concernsed the iaternational community as a whole and which
galled for a spirit of sclidarity and compassion in order to carry out- Joint action
and find solufions.
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75.. Regrattably, .the world refugee situation hardly warranted optimism. Although
the over-all situation seemed to be stabilizing, the continuing refugee movements and
rolitiecal, soecial and economic conditions in several regions of the world could -
suddenly create new and significant flows. . Moreover, with so many people seeking
asylum, there was a hardening of attitude in several host countries: International
instruments relating to refugees were being interpreted and implemented in different
ways. Relations with UNHCR varied from one State to another. In addition, there were
the adverse consequences of the world economic crisis. and -the emergence of virulent
xenophobia . in some countries. Furthermore, the abuases-committed in connection with
the applications for and granting of refugee status did not simplify the efforts made
to find solutions to the problems of refugecs. '

76. Despite the univeprsally recognized principle of equitable burden-sharing, some
countries were opposad to the resettlement of refugees. Also, the lack of information
regardlng_the assistance and protection rendered seemed attributable to the fact that
there were no permanent UNHCR offices in certain countries, including European
countries, On the other hand, it was gratifying to note that in many countries where
there was a UNHCR presence, there had been effective co-operation which augured well
for future projects. :

77, ICARA II had constituted an important sbtage in the search for s durable solution
to the problems raised by more than 4 million refugees in Africa. His delegation
expressed its appreciation to the High Commissioner, who was doing his utmost to
relisve their suffering, and hoped that attainment of the aims of the Conference would
serve as an example for other impoverished regions of the world. It was clear that

an awareness of the importance of eguitable burden-sharing, to which the Conference
had .drawn attention, would enable the international community to assume its
responsibilities and at the same time lead to the provision of additional resources.
It must not be forgotten that most of the host countries, whether of first asylum or
not, wore.already facing enormous economic difficulties. ‘

78, His delegation noted the successful work in Pakistan in the field of refugee aid
and development, duringthe previous and current years. It was also extremely
satisfied with recent developmants in co~operation between the High Commissioner and
Iran and hoped that the refugee problem in that country would be resolved.

79. With regard to the protection of refugees, States must adopt the necessary
provisionsg to bring their regulations into.line with the relevant international
principles and .instruments. However, events showed that it was not enough merely to
adopt appropriate regulations since, even in some countries where they already
existed, restrictive trends were emerging which led to unjustified discrimination
againat asylum-seekers.. Furthermore, his delegation noted with satisfaction that
States which for certain reasons had difficulty in adopting the necessary legal
provisions, in practice took a liberal attitude with regard to admitting refugees and
strictly obgerved the princinle of non-refoulement.

80.. .The refugee problem raguired a humanitarian approach on the part of Governments
to enable them in certain cases to overcome administrative difficulties. The same
concern had led to the conclusion adopted by the Committee in 1979 in.respect of
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-refugeee w1thout a country of asylum. - Furthermore, some countries that refused
asylum to genuine refugees, did not hesitate to grant asylum to so-called
refugees who were fleeing from judicial prosecution for'ordinary offences or
whose” sole aim was to carry out poiltlcal activites directed against their
country 'of origin.

'81. Mllltary attacks against refugee camps and acts of piracy against refugess
at sea continued to be serious problems.  His delegation hoped that those
responsible for those attacks would be alerted to the need to respect the
‘security of refugees and. refrain from aggressive actions agalnst defenceleee :
people.

82. In the case of asylum deekers in distress at sea, it was alarming to note
a sharp reduction in the number of rescues. The award of the Nansen Medal
for 1984 t6 the Captain and two crew members of the "Rose City" who had saved -
84 refugees stressed the humanitarien obligation of rescue at sea,

8%, His delegation reaffirmed that voluntary repatriation was the most desirable
solution, and was confident that UNHCR would continue to do its best 4o’ promote
it,

84, His delegation approved the measures taken to give greater {ransparency to
the mansgement of UNHCR and considered the work by the Sub-Committee to have
"been very useful. 'With regard to recruitment, his delegation continued to
believe that the efforts made to achieve an equltable geographical distribution
of staff should be continued and that the situation of women required special
attention. It was Following with interest the job classification exercise and
‘considered that reclassification and establishment of new posts according to
need appeared to be timely. THowever, the administrative measures envisaged
could be adopted in their entirety only if there were no financial constraints,

85, Hle'delegatlon was most satisfied with the quality of co-operation betwegen
Turkey and UNHCR, whose office in that country was doing very useful work.
Despite various dlfflcultles, arising from & number of special cireumstances,
Turkey had always abided by the principle of non-refoulement and-‘had opposed: the
restrictive lendencies which were unfortunately affecting the situation of
refugees in several parts of thé world, -~ His Goverumekt was aware of its
\humanltarlan obligations and, in splte of ‘its economib- dlfflculties, had .
'unhe31t1t1ngly admitted more than 4,000 Afghen refugées whd weré today integrated
in an. exemplary fashion in Turkish society. His Government was resdolved to
continue applying the relevant international principles within thé purview of
its reepon51b111t1es and to malntaln its excellent relatlons with UNHCR

86, Mr, EL HAFDHI (Tunisia) said that theé desire: shown to promote durable
solutions for various groups of refugees had sparked off & process which must
be continued and strengthened The besi solution contimumed to be the
repatrlatlon of refugees, provided that repatrlatlon was voluntéd¥y.. The:other
alternative, which enaoyed wide support, was the wettlement. in:the country of
‘asylum, The notes by the High Commissionet’ on- "Refugee aid and development™
and "ICARA II" were sufficiently clear with regard to the favourable reception
given to that new perception of the refugee problem by the international
community as a whole,
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37, ICARA II had established a link between refugee aid and development. Indeed,
the Programme of Action-adopted by ICARA IT provided that gettlement programmes
should be development-oriented and, wherever possible, be linked to existing or
plenned economic and social deVelopment schemes for the area cr region, His
delegation hoped that the commitments made would enable the projects selected to
be implemented as scheduled, In order <o ensure the necessary follcow-up, his
delegation hoped that the experiment of ICARA IT would be mepeated and extended to
other areas in the world where the refugee problem was sizeable ‘enough to require -
a large-scale effort at stabilization.

88, His delegation was pleased lo note that the efforts made to promote durable
geclutions under the general progremmes had not affected the operational capacity

of the Office or the quality of other assistance activities. 1t had fully
appreciated the diversity and .global nature of the services rendered to various
groups of refugees, particularly with regard %o ensuring self sufficisucy of
refugees. and employment, His delegation hoped that UNHCR would continue its
activities in that field and explore all possibilities with a view tc consolidating
them. TIn that connectlon, it would be desirable if the Voluntary Contributions Fund
was entirely earmarked for assistance activities,

89, The viﬁél'question of international protection should continue to be the
Committee's major concern. His delegaition was extremely uneasy at the escalation in
violations of the right of asylum and of the principle of non-refoulement in various
areas. of the world, It hoped that, in addition to vhe principles it was requested
to formulate, the Committee would devote the necessery time to considering the
question of armed attacks against refugee camps and sebtlements. The izsue, which
was becoming increasingly vrgent, should not be postponed once again, for "lack of
time" or for any other reason. The Committee was required to reach a consensus on
the draft stztement of principles on the prohibition of military and armed -attacks
against refugee camps and settlements. If that was not achieved, it should at least
adopt the draft conclusions which the High Commissioner had submitted and which were
clearly based on public international law and humanitarian law. Unresolved issues
could be deferrad for subseguent consideration after more intensive consultations.
It would then be possible for the Commitlee to advance moLc rapidly towards the
solutions desired by all,

S0, Mr, HUSSAIN (Cbserver for Pakistan) paid a tribule to the High Commissioner
and his staff for their dedication tc the cause of refugees.

92, The major burden of the world refugee populaticon was still being borne by .
developing countries of first asylum. Those countries were already confronted with
a wide variety of sociv-economic problems and their principal concern had been to
bolster the low standards of 1ife of their people. In that situation, the role of
UNECE and the internationsl community in assisting those countries had becomp ﬁll
the more important.

92, Pakistan continued to provide shelter to the largest single case-load of
refugees in the world, They now numbered close to three million and constituted
nearly one third of the world's total refugee populaticn. The influx still
continued and it was obvious that the pregence of such a large number of refugees



A/AC.96/SR. 3T
page 18

had placed an enormous burden on Pakistan's physical and financial rescurces. The
refugees had been forced by circumstances beyond their control to seek refuge in
Pakistan. His Government had accepted the responsibility of providing them with
shelter, care and relief assistance g8 its humenitarian and Islamic duty.

93, In addition to extremely valuable assistance and support provided by UNICR,
Pakistan had been receiving generous assistance from other United Nations agencies,
friendly countries and a number of volunitary organizations. He expressed his country's
appreciation of that spirit of burden~sharing and hoped that those concerned would
continue to extend their valuable assistance.

94. Pakistan-was grateful for the gensrous response of donor countries and the active
invelvement of UNHCR in the refugee relief assistance work in Pakistan. However,
despite its meagre resources, his ecountry had been contributing nearly half of the
total cost of the assistance programme. The strains on the ecology and economy of
Pakistan, as a result of such a large number of refugees, were obvious. In addition,
their- concentration in the Noxth West Prontier Province end Baluchistan had generated
many demographic strains. Those were great pressures that could not be measured in
any monetary terms and he hoped that thet crucial aspect werld he fully borne in

nind during the evaluation of the relief asgistance programme.

95. His Govermment was azlso aware of the need for income-generating work opportunities
for the refugees. TIn that connection, scme small schemes, such as kitchen gardening,
poultry and egg production, bee keeping and training in certbain skills were being
undertaken at present. In addition a three-yedr pilot income-generating project,
estimated to cost $20 million, formulated at the request of the Eigh Comnissioner
and supervised by the World Bank had been in the process of implementstion since
Pevruary 1984, Its objectives were basically to create employment and income for
Afghan refugees and to repair and develop economic assets in refugee areas. His
Government attached great importance to the programme, but as a pilot project,

ite impact would naturally be limited and cover only a small proporticn of the
refugees., t was obvious that their needs in the relief sector would not diminish
in the immediate future, It was therefore hoped that that important aspect weuld
continue to recéive due attention in the future assistance programme for the
refugees,

96. In conclusion, he said that his Governmen®t had given temporary shelter to the

Afghan refugees on purely humsniterien grounde. The refugees themselves fervently
desired to return to their country with 4i gnliy and henour. His Government would

continue to shouldexr its respons ?14,\3“5 vntil the refuvgees reiurned safely to
theixr homeland -

97. Mr. KHERAD (Observer for Afghanistan), speaking in exercise of the right of reply,
said that during the debate, *he representatives of certain countriss such as the
United States, Japan, China, the Islamic Republic of Iran and Pakistan had shed
abundant crocodile tears over the so-calied Afghsn refugees. His Government had
already explained its position in that regard in its statemenis contained in
documents A/35/154, 4/35/238, $/13951, A/36/77 and 4/38/559. In addition, his
delegation had on a number of occasions given relevant information and had stated

that the figures mentioned by scme representatives had been deliberately and

absurdly inflated in order to obitain more funds from international sources,
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98, His delegatlon reafflrmed that most of the people considered to e refugees
were nomads who had’ always disregarded frontiers in carrying out their seasonal
migrations and pursu:ng ‘their nomadic lifestyle. They could therefore not be

regarded ag refugees. ' There were also migrant workers who had left Afghanistan
in search of work in nelghbourlnm countries, well before the April Revolution...

99. In recent yeare, a larve humber of Afghang had returned to thelr v1llages
acd towns, but their names remalned on the ligt of those receiving international
a551staﬁcea Thug, the actual number of refugees was congiderably: lower and they
could return freely to thEl“ home whenever they wished to do sp. He stressed
tha® there wa® no obstadle to “he honourable return of Afghans- to thelr homeland,
as provided for by the Decree of the Revolutionary Council of Afghanistan on the
General Amnesiy, adopfed in June 1981.

100, Hig. GOVﬁmnment had cal’ed on all Afghans wvhose, hands were not stained wlth
the blood of their couputriots and who. were temporarlly outside the country
beceusa 6F the’ decﬂ1t¢ul propaganda of “the énemies of the Revolution to return
home and resume th61r normal life. ;ubeeial leglslatlon had already been adopted
under which those who returned fo Afghanlstan were assured of their security,,
freedom and zll other condiions necessary to enable them to participate in the

economic and political life of the country.

: Replying to that appeal. “hevsands of Afghang had returned to their homes
and resumed a normal. life. Their rumber would have been even greater if ceriain
prtificial obstacles had not been created by some neighbouring countries. His
delegation hoped %hat those countries would cease such activity, sc that those
who had left the country oouwid roturn to their homes.

102, He reaffirmed thet suca apn actiorn would not conly help to resolve the so~called
refugee problem, but would zlso make it possible to consolidate peace in the

region and exert a positive and decisive influence on the process of détente and

in improving the climate of international relations.

103%. The refugee problem, which was due to various causes, should be considered
from a purely humanitarian standpoint and not be exploited for political
purposes.

104, With regard to the mfounded remarks by the United Kingdom delegation, he
sald that everyone was aware that the United Kingdom, sheltering behind
hypocritical lavguage, habitually distorted events in order to mislead public
opinion and to conceal its policy of aggression and interference in %the internal
zffairs of other ccuntries. The intrigues of the United Kingdom and its
reprehensible manoeuvres. which his delegation condemned and firmly rejected,
were not new. The United Kingdom, a perennial enemy of the freedom and prosperity
of the Afghan people, had never forgotten its defeats on three occasions in
Afghanistan and inverisbly sought to create complications for the heroic Afghan
nation. However, tha situatiorn had changed, and the United Kingdom could not
divert the revclutionary Afghan people from the path it had freely chosen.

1C5. The wepresentative of Pakisian would deceive no one when he spoke of his
Joun+ry" a6 -callad duty and humanitarian assistance. Such statements could
no% te, conviacing coming frow the representative of Pakistan, a country which
hed hecome a hothed of agzression against its neighbour and a base for constant
atiacks Ly bardite suo mercenaries against the peaceful towns and villages of
Afhanistsn.,
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106, Pakistan, the United States and their allies had made intervention in
Afghanistan State policy. mfforts to militarize Pakistan and United States
plans to transform that country ifito a base for its central command had added
to the 1nstab111ty and 1nsecurity in the area and in the region of the
Indian Ocean as a whole. No one.could deny the armed intervention and acts of
aggression of the United States and Pakistan againet the Government and people’
of Afghanistan and their interference in his country's internal affairs,
mentioned in the "Green Book” relating to the undeclared war. The undeclared
war unleashed by the United States and its accompllces, through Pakistan,
against Afghanistan was ath example of internatiotial terrorism and a flagrant
viclation of the ‘Charter of the United Natlons and the rales governlng
1nternatlonal relatlons.

107. Mr. MAHALLATI (Islamic Republic of Iran), speaking in exercise of the
right to reply, said with regard to statement by the representative of
Afghanistan, that it was indeed strange that because of changes in the climate,
about one-fifth of the population of Afghapistan had travelled %o neighbouring
countries and had decided not to return home.  For humanitarian reasons, he
ca1¢ed on the Afghan Government to put an end to the plight of the Afghan

refugees ..

= . The meeting~rose at L.1l5 Dol -



