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I have the honour to nddregss you in connexion with the resolution concerning -
my country adopted =t the tuenty-seventh session of the Sub~-Commission on Prevention
of Discrimination ~nd rrotection of Minorities (E/CN;4/Sub.2/L,610). ‘

To begin with o genercl comment, the bissed and discriminatory obsession with
Chile shown Yy the Sub-Cormission wust be regerded as extrvordinary. It is binsed
inasmuch as it disregerds nest events which, in my Government's opinion, are
importent considerctions in recching sound conclusions chout situations such as
supposedly occur in wy country. It is discriminctory in thot it mokes no mention
of countries vhich heve moscively ond systemetically, ag » normal ond institutionalized
practice, violated 211 huui-n rights with impunity for deccodes n-st.

This =ssessment in no woy detracts from the respect owed to the Sub-Commission
by my Government. We exnress it solely because ve n~re convinced thet the recognized
mor~l authority of thot orgon hos, regrettsbly, not been matched by on sccurate
knowledge of the complexr set of foctors thet meke up the nrecent situation in Chile.

The question arises whether the members of the Sub-Coumission have had sn
opportunity to meke o close investigetion of the facts complained of. We believe
that they have not; othervise the resolution would have reflected more objective
and better-founded considerntions and conclusions. We are bound to take this
view beccuse we are reluctent to believe that the Sub-Commission could have allowed
itself to be influenced by the nolitical militency of the %exmert" Mr. Smirnov
or the moralizing exhortcotions of the representative of ‘smesty Internctional.

Specifically we wonder whether, in the Sub-Commission's deliberztions, due
weight was given - to quote only n few considerctions -- to the recent report by
the Inter-fmerican Commigsion on Human Rights, which visited Chile from 22 to 29 July;
to the text of the Chilesn reply to that report; and to the fect thet - in flot
contradiction with the dictribes of the Soviet "expert® ot the meeting of 5 August -
Air Commodor Don Jogsé Berdichevsky, the Air TForce judge, exercising powers
specifically laid down in the Code of Military Justice, ~greed to reduce to thirty
years! imprisonment with compulsory labour the death penslties passed by the
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Court Martial on four offenders guilty of participating in acts of sedition, treason
and subversion. This last circumstance, which Mr. Smirnov neturally did not 4
mention, is in itself proof that the attitude of the Chilean military authorities -
is purely and simply one of justice, divor-ed from any 501r1 - of . revenge or
unjustified intention to persecute people. T

Unlike such countries as the Soviet Union and Cubz, which conceal from foreign
eyes behind an iron curtain the violations of humen rights that are daily perpetrated
there, Chile has nothing to hide and therefore has on numerous occasions granted _
admittance to its national territory to individuals and groups wishing to familiarize
themselves on the spot with the realities of our situation. This too Mr. Smirnov
does not mention, end we find it very natural that he should not, since the country
of which he is o citizen ond whose thinking he faithfully expresses in the
Sub-Commission is characterized by the pursuit, since its foundation, of a closed-door
policy towards all contoct with the outside.

Please be good enough to have this communication circulated as an official
document of the thirty-first session of the Commission on Human Rights.

Accépt, Sir, the assurances of my highest cbnsideration;

(Slgned) James Holger
Chargé d'Affaires a.i. of Chile





