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EEFORT OH ECOHOMIC, S O G E L L ШР G Ü L T U B A L R I Œ I T S F O R TIIE 
PERIOD 1 JULY 1969 TO 30 JUHE 1975 

During the p e r i o d under revievr, the Governiaent of Ghana coinnitted i t s e l f t o the 
task of a c c e l e r a t i n g the pace of the nation's econoinic and s o c i a l development and to 
ensixring that a l l the regions enjoyed the f r u i t s of development ec^mtahly so that the 
l i v i n g standards and q u a l i t y of l i f e of Ghanaians could be improved. The Government's 
p o l i c y of s e l f - r e l i a n c e adopted i n 1972 helped to achieve some of these o b j e c t i v e s . 
The key-point of the p o l i c y of s e l f - r e l i a n c e was to feed ourselves, r e l y i n g l e s s on 
imported food items. S e l f - h e l p p r o j e c t s i n the various f i e l d s such as h e a l t h , housing 
and education were encouraged. 

I I I . (B) R I C S T T O SOCIiiL SECURITY 

Under S e c t i o n 27 of the S o c i a l S e c i i r i t y Decree 1972 ( H R C D 127) a l l employers are 
r e q u i r e d t o pay f o r each month i n respect of each worker, an employer's c o n t r i b u t i o n of 
an amount equal to twelve and one-half per cent of•such worker's s a l a r y d u r ing such 
month. 

(C) T H E RIGHT TO AM iiDEQUATE STAHD/iRD O F LIVIHG 

The Government took important steps to provide people w i t h adequate food. For 
example, i n March 1970, a Task Force was e s t a b l i s h e d to improve the f l o w of food such 
as maize, r i c e , yams, cassava, p l a n t a i n s and cocoyams i n t o the urban area-S. Food thus 
d i s t r i b u t e d - v/as cheaper and farmers had the i n c e n t i v e to produce more food f o r s a l e 
to the task f o r c e . A l s o i n 1970? the Government set up the Grains Development Board f o r 
the purpose of s t i m u l a t i n g i n creased prodxiction of grains and legumes i n the Northern 
and Upper Regions of Ghana. 

In 1972, i n i t s e f f o r t s t o increa.se food production and i n l i n e v/ith i t s p o l i c y 
of s e l f - r e l i a n c e , the Government declared the years I972 to I974 A g r i c u l t u r a l .¥ar -Years, 
and launched the "Operation Feed Y o u r s e l f Programme". Under t h i s programe farmers v/ere 
encouraged to grow more food and baclcyard gardening was a l s o encouraged. F e r t i l i z e r s , 
i n s e c t i c i d e s , seeds and a g r i c u l t u r a l implements were made a v a i l a b l e to farmers. Indeed, 
the programme has ushered i n an a f i r i c u l t - u r a l r e v o l u t i o n unprecedented i n Ghana's h i s t o r y 
as i s evidenced by the f a c t that nov̂ r people of a l l l e v e l s of the s o c i a l s t r a t a have 
taken t o a g r i c u l t u r e , e i t h e r as f u l l time i j r o f e s s i o n s or as hobbies. M i l l i o n s of acres 
of land have been brought under c u l t i v a t i o n and i n 1975 combine harvesters had to be 
brought to the country to f a c i l i t a t e the h a r v e s t i n g of c e r e a l . 

I n 1972, the Governiaent increased the minimum wage to / l per day. A l s o d u r i n g the 
p e r i o d under reviev/ the Government embarked on a programme to improve the q u a l i t y of the 
personnel of the Department of S o c i a l Welfare. A post graduate course v/as s t a r t e d at 
the U n i v e r s i t y of Ghana i n I 9 6 9 f o r nev/ graduâtes i n the Department and other s e n i o r 
o f f i c e r s underwent courses at the I n s t i t u t e of P u b l i c A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , The aim was to 
make them more e f f e c t i v e and improve the q u a l i t y of s e r v i c e s v/hich they provided to 
the s u f f e r i n g i n d i v i d u a l s of the commrmity. The Government a l s o encouraged the formation 
of v o l u n t a r y organizations which w e r e engaged i n promoting the s o c i a l v / e l l - b e i n g of the 
p o p u l a t i o n . I n August I 9 6 9 , f o r example, the Ghana Assembly of V/omen to which a l l 
n a t i o n a l women's a s s o c i a t i o n s are a f f i l i a t e d , v/as e s t a b l i s h e d . 
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( D ) T H E R I G H T TO T H E E N J O Y I ^ N T O F T I I E H I G H E S T ' A T T A I M L B L E STAiro/iED OF PHYSICAL АШ) 
M E N T A L HE/iLTH 

I t hâ s been the Ghana Government's p o l i c y to la„y eraphasis on preventive medicine 
and to b r i n g h e a l t h care to the r u r a l p o p u l a t i o n . . During the p e r i o d under c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
t h e r e f o r e , the Government a c t i v e l y c o n t i a u o d w i t h i t s comiunica.ble disease c o n t r o l 
programme i n connexion w i t h measles and s n a i l - p o x , B i l h a r z i a , m a l a r i a . Tuberculosis and 
Onchocerciasis. V/ith respect to B i l h a r z i a , , f o c a l treatment o f the s n a i l h a b i t a t s was 
s t a r t e d i n October 1969. 

The Government a l s o continued to provide the necessary medical care. More Hea.lth 
Centres and H e a l t h Posts were set up. The number of Comnunity H e a l t h Eurses increased 
to provide maternal and c h i l d h e a l t h s e r v i c e s . N u t r i t i o n r e h a b i l i t a t i o n centres v/ere 
e s t a b l i s h e d to help educate mothers of ma.l-nouxished c h i l d r e n . A C e n t r a l Chemical 
Industi;ir was e s t a b l i s h e d f o r exaxrinat ion of f o o d s , drinks ( e s p e c i a l l y l o c a l l y 
manufactured), drugs e f f l u e n t from mines, and r i v e r s . V/ith respect to environnental 
h e a l t h , the government e s t a b l i s h e d a prograiTime to improve r u r a l water s u p p l i e s since 
unsafe drinl-cing water i s a major cause o f a la.rge number of diseases. 

( E ) THE RIŒIT OF THE FíiIVIILY, ЬЮТНЕШЮОР AIH) CHILDHOOD TO PROTECTION А1'Ш 
ASSISTANCE 

A r t i c l e 15 of the I969 C o n s t i t u t i o n provides f o r the enactment of la^ws which w i l l 
ensure the r i g h t of women and c h i l d r e n to enjoy s p e c i a l care and a s s i s t a n c e necessaxy 
f o r the maintenance of t h e i r h e a l t h , soifety, development and v r e l l - b e i n g . 

The L a b o u r Decree I 9 6 7 ( N L C D I 5 7 ) continued to be i n f o r c e . Under i t s S e c t i o n 4 I 
p r o v i s i o n i s made whereby no person sha,ll employ a female i n any mine or uiidergroimd 
work or i n any i n d u s t r i a l underta^king on night vrork. No person s h a l l emjjloy a c h i l d 
( i . e . a person under the age of I 5 yea,rs) except víhere the employment i s v/ith the 
c h i l d ' s ov/n f a m i l y and i n v o l v e s l i g h t vrork o f an a g r i c u l t u r a l or dor.iestic character 
only. Under s e c t i o n 45 of the Decree, no employer s h a l l employ a. young person ( i . e . a 
person over I 5 years but under 18 yeajrs) i n any i n d u s t r i a l undexlalcing on night vrork or 
i n any mine or underground work. 

I n 1970, the Governraent made o b l i g a t o r y upon a l l em.ployers t o ¿xant tliree months 
maternity leave w i t h f u l l pay to t h e i r pregnant female employees. 

(p) THE RIGHT TO EDUCATION 

During the p e r i o d under c o n s i d e r a t i o n , the Government endeavoua-ed to overcome some 
of the problems connected w i t h the A c c e l e r a t e d Developm.ent Prograxine of 1951 and the 
compulsory universavl education introduced und.er the I 9 6 I Education Act by e r e c t i n g more 
b u i l d i n g s f o r Schools, i n c r e a s i n g the number o f teacher t r a i n i n g c o l l e g e s and r e p l a c i n g 
p u p i l teachers w i t h t r a i n e d teachers. Indeed, by 1972/75 the t e a c h i n g f o r c e had been 
increased by some 6,550 t r a i n e d teachers. 

In l i n e w i t h the Government's determination to make s c h o o l i n g as p r a c t i c a b l e and 
as meaningful to the p u p i l s as p o s s i b l e , subjects r e l a t i n g t o a.nirial and crop husbandry, 
l o c a l d r a f t s and vocations as v r e l l a.s teaching o f elementary science and. home science 
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were given the greatest emphasis i n elementary schools. The Contintiation School 
Programme which began w i t h 18 p i l o t schools i n I 9 6 9 / 7 O had by I 9 7 3 expanded to i n v o l v e 
about 500 schools. The Government continued to award s c h o l a r s h i p s to deserving students 
i r r e s p e c t i v e of sex, to attend Secondary Schools and higher educational i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

(G) THE RIGHT TO PARTICIPATE Ш СПЬТТШ/^Ь LIEE 

The Government took keen i n t e r e s t i n the c u l t u r a l l i f e of the people. Since 1972, 
r e g i o n a l as w e l l as n a t i o n a l a.rt f e s t i v a l s he-ve been organized by the A r t s C o u n c i l of 
Ghana. L o c a l language teaching i n schools has al s o been promoted by the M n i s t r y of 
Education, 




