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I. MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE

1. The thirtieth session of the Committee on Contributions was convened at
United Nations Headquarters from 20 April to 14 May 1970. The fo11owing members
were present:

Syed Amjad Ali
MX. M. Fekhreddine
Mr. S.M. Finger
Mr. F. Nouredin Kia
Mr. S. Meyer Pican
Mr. S. Raczkowski
Mr. J.I.M. Rhodes
Mr. D. Si1veira da Mota
Mr. M. Viaud
Mr. A.V. Zakharov
Mr. A. Zodda

2. Mr. T. Idzumbuir, who is also a member of the Committee, was unable to
attend the session. He requested that Mr. B. Louya be permitted to represent him.
The Committee accepted this request on the understand:lng that the substitute
member would remain in consultation with the member he represented. The
importance of the elec~ed members attending the sessions was emphasized.

3. The Committee re-e1ected Syed Amjad Ali as Chairman and Mr. Kia as
Vice-Chairman.

II. TERMS OF REFERENCE

4. The General Assembly, in resolution 2291 (XXII) of 8 December 1967,
instructed the Committee on Contributions to review the scale of assessments
in 1970 and to submit a report tO the Assembly for consideration at iGS
twenty-·fifth session. For the review of the scale of assessments, the Cornmittee
applied its original terms of reference, as adopted by the General Assemb1y
on 13 February 1946 (resolution 14 A (1), paragraph 3), in conjunction with
the further directives given to it by the General.Assembly in
resolutions 238 A (III) of 18 November 1948, 665 (VII) of 5 December 1952,
876 A (IX) of 4 December 1954, 1137 (XII) of 14 October 1957, 1927 (XVIII) of
Il Deoember 1963 and 2118 (XX) of 21 December 1965. Those terms of reference
and directives are set out in the annex to the present report. As recommended
by the Fifth Committee 1/ at the twenty-fourth session of the General Assembly,
the Committee also took into due consideration the debate in the Fifth Committee
on the report of the Committee on Contributions. 2/

1/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-fourth Session, Annexes,
~genda item 78, document A77~16, para. 15.

2/ Ibid., Twenty-fourth Session, Supplement No. Il (A/761l'and Corr.l and Add.l).
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III. STATISTICAL INFORMATION

i
1

1
1

5. At the eighth session of the General Assembly, it was agreed in the Fifth
Comtaittee that Member states should be informed of the dates of the meetings of
the Committee on Contributions as soon as these had been fixed, in arder to
ensure that Governments would submit the national income and other data in time
for the Committee to take them into account in the formulation of its
z-ecommenôatrlone ta the Assembly on the scale of asaessmerrbs , In its report to the
General Assembly at its twenty~fourth session, the Committee on Contributions
announced that its next session W'ould open on 4 May 1970. The date was
subsequen~ly changed to 20 April. The Secretary-General, in a communication of
5 February 1970 addressed to Member States and ta the non-member States referred
ta in paragraph 42 below, informed Governments of the change in the opening date
of the session and asked them ta make available, as saon as possible, any
relevant supplementary data or information that they might wish ta submit ta
the Committee on Contributions for consideration. In accordance with its usual
practice, the Statistical Office of the United Nations had also requested Members
and ncn-member States ta submit for the use of the Committee on Contributions
national income statistics. The data and supplementary informatioll. submitted in
response ta these requests were carefully studied and used in the current review
of the scale.. The Committee also took into account representations
submâtted by a number of Member States with supplementary information on their
economâ,es •

6. For the purpose of drawing up a scale of assessments for the years 1971,
1972 and 1973, the Committee used the national accounts data of Member States
covering the years 1966, 1967 and 1968. The Committee noted that during recent
years a number of countries had been able ta improve the quality and coverage
of their es~îmates of national product and to publish revised estimates of
national product based on more adequate material the statistical data provided
by Member States tor the base period were thus more comprehensive than for
previous periodsq From national sources of economic statistics, from regional
economic surveys prep~red by the regional economic commissions and also from
reports of statisticâl experts provided under the technical co-operation
programmes, valuable information has been obtained which made it possible ta
improve the methods of estimations for countries for which recent official
figures are not yet available. In those cases where extrapolations from
previous years were necessary, the publication of more detailed basic economic
and financial statistics has ensured general1y better estimates than in previous
years. Since it 1s important for drawing u]? an equitable scale to have as
reliable and comparable data as possj~le for aIl Member States, efforts by
them to achieve further improvement in the data and ta transmit such data for
the use of the Committee shoUld be continued.

7. As an improvement in comparability, the Committee has since 1964 used net
national products at market priees for all Member States. This change was made
primarily sa that the data for those Members using the material product system
of accounts could be more appropriately compared with data for Member States
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using a system of national accounts which included non-material products. For
its current review of the scale, the Committee again ~sed as a basis net
national products at market priees.

8. As mentioned in earlier reports, however, irrespective of the system of
national accounts used, there remain various other. institutional and economic
factors which prevent exact comparability of national accounts aggr~gates whether
the comparisons are among Member States using the United Nations System of
National Accounts (SNA) or the Material Product System (MPS) or between such
syst0ms~ Most important of these general factors are the varied structures of
priees within a State and the problems associated with the conversion of national
product data to a common currency. The Cc.munittee WàS a] so aware of the problems
involved in the application of the national product concept to economies of
developing countries, particu1arly with reference to the inclusion of the
so-called "subsistenee income" of the rural population. Such problems might
requirethe inclusion in the national product figures of' those countries of
estimates of non-monetary output in the economy. These are elements that the
Committee considered at its current session and which will continue to require
its attention et future sessions. The question rema tns whether these factors
affecting comparability can be measured with sufficient precision in the present
state of econoIp.ic science. The use of discretion not supportable by exact
measurement wilÎ always remain a part of the task of the Committee on
Contributions and this should be recognized.

9. In preparing the 1966, 1967 and 1968 net national product estimates in
United States dollars, which formed the basis of the Committee's discussion,
the following procedures were used: first, for those countries which, in the
period under review, had a single official rate of exchange (par or fluctuating)
and reasol~ble priee stability, the net national product estimates in curr~nt

priees were directly converted into Uni·ted States dollars by the prevailing
official exchange rates. In the case of those countries which devalued during
any one ye~r of the period under review, for the year of devaluation use was
made of a rate which was an average of the pre- and post ...dèvaluation1"s:be.s
weighted by the number of pre- and post-devaluation (lays. Second, within the .
group of countries employing multiple exchange rate systelns, sorne courltries
experienced reasanable priee stability in:their domestic economies during the
periode The natiolJ!.ll estimates of the latter. countries were converted inta
United States dollars by one of the exchangeœabes then in force" The choice
of the particular ra.te was made aftel" due c1jg:lsideration of various relevant
factors auch as the relative importance of",the rate in the externaltransactions
(.; the country. Borne countries in ''ûhis ca·eegor~f'jl on the obher hand,experienced
sharp priee rises. It was found, powev~l";, that -bhe ad.lusbmenb in exchange rates
in these countries kept pace in a genetal way' with changes in internaI priees.
It was, thus, feasible to select .~romthe e~isting exchange rates for each
year a single rate that appeared appncprd.ane for converting the national
estimates in current priees into Uni'bed Stëttes dolle"l"S. For still other courrbz-Les
in this cabegory, where no one indi'\~idual ra:be in 'the multiple system seemed
suitable for convecsd.on of nat:tonal èstilnates of a given ye1:tr, an average
(weighted or simple )was bakerr of Sïs'V'eral individual rates which prevailed
during the yea.r; one variant a:fl the 'Nlr~ighted average rate was the ratio of value
estimates of international trade for'a given country in na.tiona.l currencies and
in United States dollars. Final),y, ~~or. aLl, t·he remaining courrbz-âes , where priees
during the period did not bear a :rea~pt'labte t'elatianship to their respective

~r:rriil;';~



exehange rates, ei~her of the following two procedures was used: (a) net
national pz-oduct; es·timates for the period under review' were eonverted at
I!adjusted exehange rates", the latter being obtained by adjusting; some seleeted
year's exehange rate, believed to represent a reasonable approximation to the
purehasing power ratio of the two eountries, by the ratio of relative priee
changes of the two eounxries sinee the base year; (~) when a net national
''product series was available in consbarrb priees of a year during whieh a
reasomble exehange rate prevailed, estimates in constant priees for the
period under rRview were eonverted a.t the exchange rate of the base year and
were then adjusted to the eurrent priee basis by applying the change in the
purehasing power of the United States dollar.

-4-
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Ibid.

Ibid., Twenty-fourth Session, Annexes, agenda icem 78, document A/7816,
para. 114:.

5/ Ibid., para. 15.

6/ Ibid., document A/7816.
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(a) Under the Committee' s original terms of reference adopbed in 1946,
the expenses of the United Nations should be apportioned b:roadly according to
capacity to pay, and- comparative estimates of national income were recommended
as thé fairest guide. The main factors to be taken into account to prevent

IV. REVIEW OF THE SCALE OF ASSESSMENTS

3/
4/

12. The Committee's t3rms of reference and the various criteria tak~n into
account in arriving at the scale of assessments may be summarized as follows:

10. At the request of the General Assembly in resolution 2472 B (XXIII), the
Commit+'ee at its session in 1969 reviewed the criteria it uses in establishing
the scal~ of assessments, and also its terms of reference, in the light 0f the
debates on the subject at the twenty-second and twenty-third sessions of the
General Assembly. The Committee submitted a report on this subjeet to the
General Assembly 3/ for consideration at its twenty-fourth session. In the
course of the debate in the Fifth Committee on the report of the Conmlittee on
Contributions at the twenty-fourth session, it ffbeeame evident that at this
time no general agreement could be reached on revision of any of the criteria
or guidelines used by the Committee on Contributions for the establishment of
the seale". 4/ The Fifth Committee "recommended that the Committeeon
Contributions should "hak,e into due consideration the debate which had been held
on this item during the twenty-fourth session of the General Assembly, continue
its studies related to the establishment of the scale of assessments and report
on this, as appropriate". 5/ The Committee on Contributions therefore took
into consideration the views expressed in the Fifth Committee, as set out in the
summary records of the 1311th, 1316th, 1318th to 1321st and 1324th meetings of the
Fifth Committee, when it considered agenda item 78, "Scale of assessments for
the apportionment of the expenses of the United Nations" as well as the texts
of the proposals submitted by certain delegations (A/C. 5/L. 994, 995, 997, 998
and 999) and the report of the Fifth Committee on that item. 6/

11. The seale of assessments to be reviewed by the Committee at its current
session totalled 100.16 as a result of the General Assembly's decision in
resolution 2472 (XXIII) of 21 December 1968 to sdd to the seale adopted by the
General Assembly for the years 1968, 1969 and 1970 (resolution 2291 (XXII) of
8 Deeember 1967) the rates of assessments for the four new Members (Equatorial
Guinea, Mauritius, Southern Yemen and Swaziland) admitted to the Organization at
the twenty-second and twenty-third sessions of the General Assembly.
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anomalousassessments resulting fram the use of comparative estimates of national
Lneomë were:

(1) comparative income per head of population;

(11) Teülporary dislocation of national economies arising out of the
Second World War;,

(1ii) The ability of Members to secure foreign currencYj

(Q) By the further directives given by the Assembly to the Committee, it
has:

(i) Established a ceiling on the rate of assessment of the highest
cont:l:'ibutor which in principle should not exceed 30 per cent of
the total;

(ii) Directed that the per capite cont~ibution of any Member State
should not exceed the Eer capita contribution of the largest
contributorj

(iii) Established a minimum rate of assessment of 0.04 per cent;

(iv) Requested that due atrtentdon be given te the developing counürâes
in view of their special economic and financia1 problems.

Capacity to pay

13. As a basis for determining the relative capacities to pey of Member States
in the scale for 1971-1973 now presented, the Committee, as previously mentioned,
used avexages of net national products at market priees for the three years
1966~l968. Before the ca1cu1ation of the scale of assesswents} the Comm1ttee
examined in datail the national income statistics made available to it for each
Member State. For many count:t'ies official estimates had been submitted by
Goverhments for the three-year periode In the case of countries for which
official figures were not available for the three base years, or for some of them,
the Committee reviewed the methods of estimation and extrapolation used by the
~ecretariat in the compilation of the data. The Committee a1so examined the
rates of exchange used for the conversion of the net national products expressed
in national currencies into a common unit, namely the United States dollar,
particularly in the case of countries with multiple exchange rates systems.

14. At its 1969 session the Committee discussed the economie significance of'
changes in the national products of Member States arising from changes in priee
levels and ejCchange rf'tes as contrasted with changes in the quantity of output.
The Committee returneu to this subject at :i.ts current session. It noted that the
years 1966-1968, which formed the data base for the proposed scale of assessments
for the years 1971-1973, were yea:t's of substantial priee changes and of
de~luations in many countries. In some cases the eXpression of the national
product in dollars at the new exchange rates had serv~ed ta eliminate in part the
effect of domestic inflation on the national produet. The spectrum of changes
fOr the individua1 countries was ~uite wide, ranging from those which, because of
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devaluation, shcved reduetions in the priee level as expressed in dollars to those,
countries where priee inflation was substantial and was not offset by devaluation.

15. The Committee's work has traditionally been ba sed on national Lncome statistics
expressed in current priees in dollar terms at current rates of exehange.1! But
it has reeognized the need to take into aecount priee changes wherever they were
found to have had a noticeable effect on the level of assessment. The Committee's
judgement was necessary to ensure that eountries showing relatively greaber upward
or downward price movements, not proportionately reflected in the rates of e::x:change,
were not over·assessed or under-assessed purely as a result of sueh relative priee
movemerrt s ,

16. The Committee at its 1969 session had agreed that in reviewing the scale of
assessments it would pay particular attention to the effect of noticeable
differential changes in price levels in relation to exchange rates in individual
cases. In order to secure additional information needed to study this matter
as weIl as to obtain a better basis for judgement, the Committee had requested
the Secretariat to supplement estimates showing national products in current prices
with data on price changes and rates of exchange for all Member states for whieh
statistics are avad LabLe , J\.ccordingly, the ComU1ittee was provided with
documentation cootaining the relevant statistical data. This material showed that
the increase in the net national product of Member states expressed in dollars
taken as a whole was approximately 26 per cent. The estimated priee change
expressed in dollar terms for all Member states was 7 peI' cent, althouth as
mentioned above the range of price changes was very wide.

17. The Committee did not find it possible to standardize the price changes for
the determination of the net national product of Member states. Nevertheless it
used the Secretariat's study as a point of reference and made certain adjustments
of. the kind referred to in paragraph 15 above, designed to eliminate the impact
of inordinately high price movements as reflected in the national ineome data.

18. The Committee noted that the Statistical Office was engaged in a study
designed to compare the national accourrts of Member states in each region of the
world. A number of countries had been selected for this pur pose and it was
intended that the data of the eountries selected should subsequently serve as
beneh-marks for the extension of. the study to a larger number of eountries. The
view was expressed that this series of studies would be of value for the future
work of the Committee. The Committee noted further that the Statistical Office
was preparing a study of the relevance of international terms of trade for the
establishment of improved ~omparative data on national eeonomies of Member states,
taking into account changes in export prices in relation to changes in import
priees, as was requested by the Committee in its 1969 report. êI

ê/

The term "eurrent" in this context relates to the priee and exchange rates for
the period of the national accounts used for successive scales; for the
1968-1970 scale the national accounts of 1963-1965 were usedj for the
1971-1973 scale the national aceounts of the years 1966.1968 were used.

Official Records of the General Assembly.,TwentY-fourth Session,
êupplement No. 11 (A/7611 and Corr.1, para. 16).

-7-
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19. In using national income statistics for measuring the relative capacities to
pay of Member states, the Committee is required under its terms of reference to
take into account the factor "comparatüve income pel' head of population". A
systematic allowance is made for this factor, and under the present formula 9/
Member States with pel' capita Lncome below $1,000 receive for the purpose of­
assessment a reduction up to a maximum of 50 pel' cent in their national income
figures used as a basis for the scale. At the twenty-second and twenty-third
sessions of the General Assembly, a number of observations were made in connexion
with the allowance for low pel' capita incomc ~nd the Committee's implementation
of the Assembly's request in resolution 2118 (XX) to give due attention in its
review of the scale to the spe~i~l problems of the developing countries. At its
session in 1969~ the Committee made a special study of the allowance for low
pel' capita income, taking into account the various suggestions made in the Fifth
Comrnittê'e7 In the light of these observations, the Committee studied in detail
the effects on the scale of the present allowance for low pel' capita incorne as weIl
as variations of the allowance by increasing the maximum percentage allowance or
by raising the present limit below which the allowance applied or by both. The
opinion of the members of the Committee differed as to the best method of giving
due attention to the developing countries in drawing up the scale of assessments.
The divergent views of the members, as expressed in the Committee's report, were
also reflected in the statements of delegations in the Fifth Committee at the
twenty-fourth session of the General Assembly.

20. On the basis of the national income statistios for the years 1966-1968,
adjusted for low per capita income, the Committee again considered the question
of the attention to be given to developing countries in view of their special
economic and financial problems, as requested by the General Assembly in resolution
2118 (XX). There were no new directives from the General Assembly with respect
to changes in the low per capita allowance formula and the Committee observed the
existing formula in its current review of the scale. At the same time the
Committee decided to exercise wider discret ion for the concession of relief to
this group of countries. In previous reviews of the scale, the Committee has
given particular attention ta countries whose per capita income fell below $300.
In its current review of the scale, the Committee decided to continue to give
special attention to countries with pel' capita income below $300. It followed its
past practice of making downward adjustments in the assessments of states in this
group with the result that none of these countries show an increase and many show
reductions from the previous scale. The Committee also paid special regard to
countries above the level of $300 pel' capita incorne. As a result of the downward
adjustments made by the Committee ln the statistical rates for countries with
pel' capita income below $1,000, these countries, with only a few exceptions, show
no increase in their assessment rate, and many show reductions. In the few

-
The method used for making allowance for low pel' capita income is in brief as
follows: a deduction is made from the national income of each Member state
with a pel' capita income below $1,000. The difference between $1,000 and a
country's pel' capita income below $1,000 is expressed as a percentage of
$1,000, and 50 pel' cent of that percentage is used ta reduce the country's
total national incorne for the purpose of assessment.

,8 ...
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instances in which assessment rates of developing countries show increases, such
increases were mitigated by the Committee and are below the assessment leve1 as
evidenced by the statiatica1 data.

21. As will be seen from the fo11owing table, the share of the financing of the
United Nations expenses c&rried by the group of countries with per capita income
below $1,000 in the scale now presented for 1971-1973 has been considerably
reduced as compared with the same group in the present scale:

Groups of Member states
with pel" capita incorne:

Above $1,000
$500-$999
$300-$499
Below $300

Present
scale

per ceni

80.10
6.89
1.88

11.29

100.16

Scale recommended
for 1971-1973

per cent

80.65
6.75
1.83

10·77

100.00

The changes in the number of Member states be10nging to the different groups are
shawn be Low :

--_-.::.....-.".:;.,.....;;;..;;..,-~-

23. In connexion with a suggestion made in the Fifth Comrnittee at the twenty-third
session of the General Assembly that consideration be given to the criteria for
"highly industria1ized" countries with pel" capita income below $1,000, the
Committee on Contributions at its session in 1969 had exarnined the relative rahking

Of the 109 Member states with pel" capita incorne be10w $1,000 in the present scale,
sixty are assessed at the minimum rate of 0.04 per cent. In the sca1e now
presented for 1971-1973, the corresponding figures are 102 Member states with
pel" capita incame below $1,000 and sixty-two Mernber states assessed at the minimum
rate.

24
18
13
71

12(5

Sca1e recommended
for 1971-1973

number

17
17
16
76

126

Present
scale

number

Above $1,000
$500-$999
$300-$499
Below $300

22. In its consideration of the effects on the scale of the present allowance
for 10w pel" capita incorne, the Committee found that during the three-year period
since its last review of the scale there had been important changes in the
relative capacity ta pay of Member states as measured by the national incorne
statistics for 1966-1968, adjusted for low per capita incorne. It noted for
instance that the number of Member states whose per capita income exceeded $1,000,
and who were thus assessed on the basis of their total net national product, had
increased fram seventeen to twenty-four Member states.

Groups of Member states
with pel" capita income:
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of Member states on the basâ.s of criteria seLectied for the purpose of sbudy,
and decided ta bear in mind the result of its study. It recognized at the same
time, however, that the practical significance of the proposed distinction might
be large1y reduced in the next scale on account of changes in the national
economies of countries. This assumption was confirmed by the national income
statistics for 1966-1968, as used for its current review of the scale.

2l~. The Committee will in the light of the changing economic situation of the
various Member states continue to examine the different elements of the allowance
formula.

25. It will be noted that there are important changes in the rates of assessments
of certain Member states as compared with the present scale. These changes
reflect differences in the rates of growth and the operation of the principles
and guidelines for the scale. There had also been important changes in individual
statistical rates. The Committee found it advisable to adjust these changes in
order to avoid too drastic shifts from one scale to another. In line with its
procedure, as explained in earlier reports, the Committee studied in detail such
large changes in the scale in arder to ensure that they would not be excessive
and would be mitigated to the extent compatible 'with the basic principle of
capacity ta pay.

.,
"li
li
!t

i
'1
;~

(ii) Mitigation of changes in the scale
!.

,

26. The Committee did not find it advisable to impose a fixed percentage
limitation on upward adjustments in the scale because, as explained in earlier
reports, this would have the effect of increasing the gap between the statistical
rate and the actual rate of assessment for a country with a rapidly expanding
economy. Similarly, a country with less than average growth in its economy would
be assessed above its capacity to pay if percentage limi~ations on reductions in
the scale were introduced. The Committee is aware that 8'number of such changes
are more evident among the large contributors. In a substantial measure this is
due to the application of percentages to a larger base figure. Thus substantial
increases in the assessments of a few large contributors when distributed on a
percentage basis throughout the scale tend to result in large absolute decreases
for other large contributors. The Committee assured itself that the changes
recommended correctly reflect the principles and guidelines of the scale. It
also exercised its discretion to moderate the size of such increases and
decreases in such a way that the changes in the recommended scale are appreciably
smaller than they would otherwise have been.

(iii) Other factors

27. Two other factors specifically mentioned in the Committee's terms of reference
are "temporary dislocation of national economies arising out of the Second World
War" and "the ability of Members to secure foreign currency". For the first of
these factors the Committee in earlier reports has confirmed its conclusion ­
accepted by the General Assembly - that it is no longer necessary ta make any
special allowance for this factor.

-10-



28. As regards the ability of Members te secure foreign currency, the Committee
in earlier reports has explained the difficulties in devising any systematic and
sound way of making a110wance for payments difficulties in the determination of
contribution rates for a1l Member states, altheugh it has taken this factor into
account in arriving at individual assessments. During the debate in the Firth
Committee at the twenty-fourth session of the General Assembly, some delegations
urged the Committee on Contributions to continue its efforts to devise a more
systematic approach to this prob1em at future sessions. The Committee examined
the problem in the light of the Fifth Committee' s debates, in which it was >­

suggested that paymerrcs difficulties of Member states, such asiexberna'L debts,
could be taken Lrrto account in the review of the sca Le , Accordingly, the Committee
took into account available data oh the servicing and amortization of the external
debts of Member states in making small downward adjustments in individuel
assessments. The Committee will continue to study this e Lemerrb of the problem of'
securing foreign currency as weIl as the other e1ements mentiened in paragraph 32
of the Committee's 1969 report.

29. In paragraph 48 beLow, the Committee refers to the arrangements made by the
Secretary-General for the payment of part of Member states' contributions in
currencies other than United states dollars. In view of the continued interest
shown by Member states in the possibility of meeting part of their financial
obligations to the United Nations in currencies other than dollars, the Committee
recommends that the Secretary-General should be authorized to continu.esimilar
arrangements for the period 1971-19'(3.

30. Under its terms of reference, the Committee is also given discretion to ~

consider a Ll, data relevant to capacLty to pay and aLl, other pertinent factors :t~\

arriving at its recommendations. Under this provision the Committee,; "as mentioned
in earlier reports, takes into account temporary dislocation of economies resu1ting
from national catastrophes, such as earthquakes, f100ds and other causes. In its
review of the scale, the Committee considered such factors and took them into
account when appropriate in connexion with individual rates of assessments.

Ceiling principle

31. At its twelfth session, the General Assembly decided in resolution 1137 (XII)
of 14 October 1957 that "in principle, the maximum contribution of any one Member
state to the ordinary expenses of the United Nations shaLl, nob exceed 30 per cent
of the total", and gave certain specific directives with regard to the steps te be
taken in preparing the scale of assessments for 1958 and subsequent years. In
compliance with these directives, the United states assessment was reduced from
33.33 per cent in the 1957 scale to 31.57 per cent in the scale for 1968-1970
as approved by the General Assembly in reso1ution 2291 (XXII) of 8 December 1967.

32. At its current session, the Committee considered the downward revis ion in the
assessment of the largest contributor that would be appropriate in the light of
resolution 1137 (XII), which in parag~aph 3 provided as follows:

-11-
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"(2,) The Committee on Contributions shall thereafter recomrnend such
additional steps as may be necessary and appropriate to complete the
reduction;

,

"(d) The percentage contribution of Member states shall not in any
case be-increased as a consequence of the present resolution."

33. The Committee noted that, when the 0.16 per cent by which the scale for 1970
exceeded 100 per cent was applied to a pro rata reduction of the percentage
contribution of all Mernber states, the rate of assessment of the United states
would be reduced to 31.52 per cent. The Committee decided that it should in
present circumstances recommend the reduction of 0.05 per cent in the assessrnent
of the United states resulting from the pro rata adjustment of the scale.

Per capita ceiling principle

34. The per capita ceiling principle was laid down in resolution 238 A (III) of
18 November 1948, in which the General Assembly recognized "that in normal tirnes
the per capita contribution of any Member should not exceed the per capita
contribution of the Member which bears the highest assessment". This principle
has been fully implemented in all scales since 1956.

35. The only assessments now affected by the implementation of the per capita
ceiling principle in the scale now presented are those for Kuwait and Sweden.
The full implementation of this principle based on present population figures
prevented an increase in the rate of assessment for Kuwait to more than
0.08 per cent, which is lower than that indicated by the national incorne statistics
for Kuwait. In the case of Sweden no increase above the present level of
1.25 per cent would have been possible due to the full implementation of the
per capita ceiling principle. This rate is, however, a very close approximation
to Sw'eden "s statistical rate of assessment.

Floor

36. In connexion with its review of the scale at its current session, the
Committee again considered the question of the minimum rate of assessment, but
found no grounds for changing its views as expressed in its last report~ la/
In the scale now presented for 1971-1973, the minimum rate of Où04 per cent is
applicable to sixty-three Member states.

Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-fourth Session,
Supplement No. Il (A/7611 and Corr.l), para. 41.
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V. CONCIJUSION

37· In the original terms of reference of the Committee, the General Assembly had
recognj,z'èd that it was difficult to arrive at an equitable scale by statistical
meancl alone and it had given to the Committee an element of discretion in drawing
up the scale. In its 1969 report, in which the Committee reviewed the various
criteria and guidelines for the establishment of the scale, it had expressed the
belief that "working under the general guidance of the General Assembly and keeping
abreast of new statistical techniques, it can, by the judicious use of its
discretion, establish a scale of assessments which both holds an equitable balance
between the interests of the Member states and reflects the realities of their
economic situation". 11/ When the Fifth Committee considered the report of the
Committee on Contributions at the twentY-fourth session of the General Assembly,
it was evident that no mathematical formula could be found which would meet aIl
the varying and often conflicting views expressed. The Committee inferred that
it was the collective wish of Members that it should endeavour to achieve an
equitable apportionment of the expenses of the United Nations, through the judicious
use of its discretion, taking into account as many as possible of the opinions held
by Members, always bearing in mind the special position of the developing countries.

38. In earlier reports the Committee has referred to the problems which, in a
review of the scale within its terms of reference, require the exercise of the
Committee's judgement. These problems include evaluation of the implications of
changes in price levels and exchange rates, the mitigation of sharp changes from
one scaLe to another and the interpretation of statistical data. These are aLl,
element~ on which the Committee had to exercise its jUdgement in arriving at the
scale now drawn up for the years 1971-1973. The Committee had the benefit of
more complete statistical data that had recently become available on such e1ements
as price changes in relation to exchange rates, which enabled it to forrn a better
j udgement of sorne of the factors to be taken into account in drawing up the scaLe,
In line with its procedure, the Committee has studied in detail any large changes
in the scale in order to ensure that such changes are not excessive and are
mitigated to the extent compatible with the basic principle of capacity to pay.
The Committee considers that if any of the larger changes upward or downward had
been further modified, the sca1e could not be said to reflect the economic
rea1ities of the world. The Committee a1so had to take into account the cumulative
effect of such additions or abatements on future assessments.

39· The Committee is confident that the changes recommended ref1ect the relative
changes in the capacity to pay of Mernber states that have occurred during the
three-year period since the present scale was established. The Committee be1ieves
that by exercising its discretion in the way described above it has achieved a
balance between the conflicting c1aims and interests of the membership which, in
present circumstances, could not have been achieved by a more rigid approach. The
Committee intends to keep under review the practices and the implementation of the
princip1es governing its work and to study the possibility of further improving
methods for the establishment of the scale.

11/ Ibid., para. 50.
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40. The changes recommended in the scale by the Committee as a result of its
review will be seen from the following table, in which are listed: (1) the
present 1970 rates of assessmerrbs totalling 100.16;; and (2) the s'cale of
assessments recommended for the years 1971, 1972 and 1973:

SCALE OF ASSi..ZSMENTS

(1) (2)

Scale
~Present recommended- tMember S'eate scaï,e for 1971-l 2ll

Afghanistan 0.04 0.04
Albania 0.04 0.04' "'

i Algeria 0.10 0.09

1
Argentina 0·93 0.85
Australia 1·52 1.47
Austria 0·57 0·55

ij

Barbados 0.04 0.04\

;1 Belgium 1.10 1..05,
j Bolivia 0.04 0.04"~r,
~ Botswana 0.04 o.oh:i

Brazil 0.89 0.80
'~ Bulgaria 0.18 0.18
I:i

0.06 0.05Burma
Burundi 0.04 0.04
Byelorussian Soviet Soeialist Republie 0·51 0.50
Cambodia 0.04 0.04
Cameroon 0.04 0.04

J Canada 3·02 3.08
1 Central African Republic 0.04 0.04

Ceylon 0.06 0.05
.j Chad 0.04 0.04

>;
'Ii Chi1e 0.23 0.20!

"
ii China 4.00 4.00
ü
n Co1ombia 0.20 0.19~

1
Congo (Democratie Republic of) 0.05 0.04
Costa Rica 0.04 0.04
Cuba 0.19 0.16
Cyprus 0.04 0.04
Czechoslovakia 0·92 0·90
Dahomey 0.04 0.04
Denmark 0.62 0.61:
Dominiean Repub1ic 0.04 0.04 ,Ecuador 0.04 0.04
El Salvador 0.04 0 .. 04

WJEquitorial Guinea 0.04 0.04 il

Ethiopi.a 0.04 o.ol.~

Finland 0.49 0.45
France 6.00 6.00

-14-
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(1) (2)

Scale
Present -recommended,

Member state scale for 19'1l-1973

Gabon 0.04 0.04
Gambia 0.04 0.04
Ghana 0.08 0.07
Greece 0.29 0.29

~
Guatemala 0.05 0.05
Guinea 0.04 0.04

~
Guyana 0.04 0.04
Haiti 0.04 0.04
Honduras 0.04 0.04
Hungary 0·52 0.48
Iceland 0.04 0.04
India 1·74 1.55
Indonesia 0·34 0.28
Iran 0.22 0~22

Iraq 0,,07 0.07
Ireland D.17 0.15
Israel 0.20 0.20
Italy 3.24 3·54
Ivory Coast 0.04 0.04
Jamaica 0~05 0.04
Japan 3.78 5.40
Jordan 0.04 0.04
Kenya 0.04 0.04
Kuwait 0.07 0.08
Laos 0.04 0.04
::>~banon 0.05 0.05
Lesotho 0.04 0.04
Liberia 0.04 0.04
Libya 0.04 0.07
Luxembourg 0.05 0.05
Madagascar 0.04 0.04
Malawi 0.04 0.04
Malaysia 0 .. 11 0.10
Maldives 0.04 0.04
Mali 0.04 0.04
Malta 0.04 0.04
Mauritania 0.04 0.04
Mauritius 0.04 0.04
Mexico 0.87 0.88

b
Mongolia 0.04 0.04
Morocco 0.10 0.09

~
Nepal 0.04 0.04
Netherlands 1.16 1.18
New Zealand 0.36 0·32
Nicaragua 0.04 0.04
Niger 0.04 0.04
Nigeria 0.14 Q.12
Norway 0.43 0.43

-15-



(1)
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Men.\ber State-
Pukistan
Panama
Paraguay
People's Republic of the Congo
Peru
Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Rwanda
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Somalia
South Africa
Southern Yemen
Spain
Sudan
Swaziland
Sweden
Syria
Thailand
Togo
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
TU'Y'l- '..-:r

Ug&'t.. - .
Ukrain~an Soviet Socialist Republic
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
United Arab Republic
United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Northern Ireland
United Repub1ic of Tanzania
United States of America
Upper Volta
Uruguay
Venezuela
Yemen
Yugos1avia
Zambia

-16-

Present
scale

0·37
0.04
0.04
0.04
0.10
0·34
1.47
0.16
0·36
0.04
0.05
0.04
0.04
C.05
0.04
0·52
0.04
0·92
0.05
0.04
1.25
0.04
0.13
0.04
0.04
0.04
0·35·
0.04
1·93

14.61
0.20

6.62
0.04

31·57
0.04
0.09
0.45
0.04
0.40
0.04

100.16

Sca1e
recommended

for 1971-1973

0·34
0.04
0.04
0.04
0.10
0·31
1.41
0.16
0·36
0.04
0.07
0.04
0.04
0.05
0.04
0.54
0.04
1.04
0.04
0.04
1.25
0 .. 04
0.13
0.04
0.04
0.04
0·35
0.04
1.87

14.18
0.18

5·90
0.04

31·52
0.04
0.07
0.41
0.04
0·38
0.04

100.00

1
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Assessment of non-rnember states

VI" OTHER MATTERS CONSIDERED BY THE COMMITTEE

1
.1
1

-
1971-1973

6.80
0.04
0.04
0.04
0.11
0.07
0.04
0.84

Recommended-for

Percentage rates
For

196e:ï970

7·01
0,04
0.04
0.04
0.12
0.07
0.04
0.86

Non-member State

Federal Repub1ic of Germany
Ho1y See
Liechtenstein
Monaco
Republic of Korea
Repub1ic of Viet-Nam
San Marino
Switzer1and

Liechtenstein
San Marino
Switzerland

-17-

International Court of Justice
l'

The rates recomrnended are subject to consultation with the respective Governmen-ts.

41. The General Assembly, in resolution 2291 (XXII) of 8 December 1967, approved
the percentage rates at which states which are not Members of the United Nations
but which participate in certain of its activities shou1d be cal1ed upon te
contribute towards the 1968, 1969 and 1970 expenses of such activities. At its
current session, the Committee on Contributions reviewed these rates on the basis
of national incorne statistics for the years 1966-1968. In arriving at the
percentage assessments nO\1] recommended for 1971-1973, the Committee app1ied the
same principle as for the establishment of the assessments of Member States. The
same allowance for 10w per capita income was used and the rates were computed by
re1ating the adjusted income of each country 'to the combined adjusted income of
those Member states that are not subject to "ceiling", "flooru and "per capite.
cei1ing" provisions.

42. As a resu1t of its re'iTiew, the Comm~ttee recommends that the percentage rates
at which non-member states may be ca11ed upon to centribute towards the 1971, 1972
and 1973 expenses of the United Nations activities in which they participate shou1d
be as fo110ws:

43. The various non-member States will be ca11ed upon to contribute, on the basis
of the rates recommended in paragraph 42 above, to the expenses of the United
Nations activities in which they participate, as follows:

\
'1
1
1
1

-1
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International control of narcotic drugs,

Federal Republic of Germany
Liechtenstein
Monaco
Republic of Korea
Republic of Viet-Nam
Switzerland

Economie Commission for Asia and the Far East
~ "'~I "

RepÙblic of Korea
Republic of Viet-Nam

Economie Commission for Europe

Federal Republic of Germany

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development

Federal Republic of Germany
Holy See
Liechtenstein
Monaco
Republic of Korea
Republic of Viet-Nam
San Marino
Switzerland

United Nations Industriel Deve~pment Organizatio~

Federal Republic of Germany
Holy See
Liechtenstein
Monaco
Republic of Korea
Republic of Viet-Nam
Switzerland

44. The Committee also draws the attention of the General Assembly to the
possibility of using the rates specified in paragraph 42 above for any other
United Nations activities in which non-member states might participate and tJ
which they may be required to contribute.

status of the collection of' contributions
~ ~

45. Under its t;-erms of reference, one of the functions of the Committee is "to
consider and report to the Genéral Assembly on the action to be taken if Members
fall into default with their contributions", and in this connexion it shall
"advise the Assembly in regard to the application of Article 19 of the Charter".

",
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46. The Committee took note of a re'port of the Secretary...General which showed
that, at the time of the conclusion of its meetings, six Member States, namely,
Bolivia, Dahomey, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Haiti and Yemen were in
arrears in the 'payment of their contributions to the United Nations regular
budget within the terms of Article 19 of the Charter. The Committee decided to
authorize the Chairman to issue, at'a later date if necess~ry, an addendum to
the ~resent report on this question.

Collection of contributions in currencies other
than United States dollars

47. The General Assembly, in resolution 2291 (XXII) of 9 December 1967,
authorized the Secretary-General to accept, at his discretion and after
consultation with the Chairman of the Committee on Contributions, a portion of
the contributions of Member States for the financial years 1969, 1969 and 1970
in currencies other than United States dollars.

48. The Commâttee took note of the Secretary...General t s 1;'e'Port on the
arrangements made under certain conditions for payment in. 1970 of 'par'è of .
Member States' contributions in currencies other than United States dollars.
This re'Port indicated that seven Member States ha.d availed themselves of the
option to 'pay in one or another of the non-United States currencies in which
payment was acceptiab'le ,

49. The Committee recommends that the Secretary-General should be authorized
to make similar arrangements for the 'Period1971-1973 and that the arrangements
should be made as comprehensive as possible.

Scal~s of contributions for s'Pecialized a"gencies

50. The General Assembly, in its reso1ution 311 B (IV) of 24 November 1949,
authorized the Committee "to recommend or advise on the scale Of contributions
for a specialized agency if requested 'by that agency to P,o sc";

51. In accordance with the arrangements made by the Committee in 'pursuance
of the above resolution, the Secretary...General supplies to s'pecia11zed agencies
at their request statistical data and other relevant information, including
the formula used for making allowance in the United Nations scale for low
per ca~ita incame and other explanatory material on the technical methods used
by the Committee. No request for advice was received from any of the
s'pecialized agenctes ,

Date of the next session of the Committee

52. If a meeting is required in 1971, the Oommittee considers that a date
around 20 kpril would be suitable.

j
r
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VII • RECOMMEi'IDATION OF THE COMMI'lTEE ON CONTRIBUTIONS

53 • The Oùmmittee on Contributions recommends to the General Assembly the
adoption of the following draft resolution:

Scale of assessments for the ~pportionment of the expens~~

of the United Nations
'"'

The General Assembly

Resolves that:

(a) The scale of assessments for Member States r contributions to the
United-Nations 'budget for the financial years 1971, 1972 and 1973 shall be
as follows:

Member State Pel" cent

,,
1
1

'!

Afghanistan
Albania
Algeria
Argentine.
Australia,
Austria
Ee.rbados
Belgium
Bolivia
Botswana.
Brazil
Bulgaria
Bu,rma
Burundi
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re'public
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Central African Republic
Ceylon
Chad
Chi1e
China
Colombia
Congo (Democratie Re'public of)
Costa Rica
Cuba
Cyprus
Czechoslovakia
Dahomey
Denmark
Dominican Re'public

0.04
0.04
0.09
0.85
1.47
0.55
0.04
1.05
0.04
o.ou
0.80
0.18
0' .. 05
o·.ol~

0'·50
0',,04
0 .. 04
3'.. 08
O'.ol~

0'.05
O.,O!!­
0.20
4'.00
0'.19
0'.04
O'.oL~

0'.16
0'.04
0.90
o.Ol~
0,.62
0.04

i
r-
I
1
m

..20-
1
1 •
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0.04
O'.ol~

o.ou
0.04
0'.]+5
6.00
0'.04
0'.04
0.07
0.29
0.05
0'.04
0'.04
0'.04
0.04
0'.. 49
0'.04
1'·55
0'.°8
0.22
0'.07
0'.15
0'.20
3'.54
0.04
0'.04
5'.40
O'.Ol~

0.04
0'.08
0.04
0.05
0.04
0'.04
0.07
0.05
0.04
0.04
0.10
0'.04
0'804
0 ..04
o.ol~

0.04
0,.88
0'.04
0'.09
O·.Ol~

1.19
0'.32
0'.04
0'.04
0'.12
0.43

Per centMember State

Ecuador
El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Ethiopia
Finland
France
Gabon
Gambia
Ghana
Greece
Guatemala
Guinee
Guyana
Haiti
Honduras
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Ivory Coast
Jamaica
Japan
Jordan
Kenya
Kuwait
Laos
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libya
Luxembourg
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali
Malta
Maurita.nia
Mauritius
Mexico
Mongolia
Morocco
Nepal
Nethe:r'lands
New Zeeland
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Norway

r
i
1

1
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Member State

Pakistan
Panama.
Paraguay
Peo'Ple •s Republic of the Congo
Peru
Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Romania.
RttJanda
Saudi Ara.bie.
Senegal
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Somalia
South Africa
Southern Yemen
Spain
Sudan
Swa.ziland
Sweden
Syrie.
Thailanc1
Togo
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisie.
Turkey
Uganda
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic
Union of Soviet Socia.list Republics
United Arab Re'public
United Kingdom of Great Britain

and Northern Ireland
United RepUblic of Tanzania
United States of America.
Up'Per Volta
Uruguay
Venezuela
Yemen
Yugoslavia
Zambie.

....22....
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Per cent

O'.3 l!.
O.Ol~

O'.Ol~

0'.04
0.10
0'.31
1.41
0-.16
0-.36
0'c04
0.07
O'.Ol~

0'.04
0'.05
O'Qo1~

O'~54
0.04
l'.Ol~

O.Ol~

0'.04
1.2.5
0'.04
0'.13
0'.04
0.04
O-.Ol~

0'.35
0'.04
1'.97

14.18
0.18

5'·90
O·.. Oï.~

31'·52
0.04
0'.07
0-.1~1

c.ou
0'.39
o.o!~

100.00
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(~) Subject te rule 161 of the rules of procedure of the Gener$l AssemblY1
the scale of assessments given in sub-paragreph (a) above shall be reviewed bit
the Committee on Contributions in 1973, When a report anall be submitted for
the consideration of the Assembly at its twenty-eighth session;

(0) Notwithstanding the terms of regulation 5.5 of the Finaucial Regulations
of theïUnited Nations, the Secretary-General shall be empowered ta accept, st hia
discretion and after consultation with the Chairman of the Committee on
Contributions, a ~ortion of the contributions of Member States for the
financial years 1971, 1972 and 1973 in currencies other than United States
dollars;

il

1
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(d) Subject to rule 161 of the rules of procedure of the Gene~al Assembly,
States-which are not Members of the United Nations but which participate in
certain of its activities shall be called upon to cantrlbute towards the 1971,
1972 end 1973 expensea of such activities on the basis ot the tollowing rates:

6'.80
0'.04
0.04
0.04
0'.11
0'.07
0'.04
0.84

Per cent

-2;-

To the Economie Commission for Asia and the Far East:-
Re-public of Korea.,
Re'public of Viet..Nam;

!o the Economie Commission for EuroE~:

Federal Republic of Germany;

Non-member State

Liechtenstein,
San Marino,
Switzerland;

Federal Republic ot Germany
Roly See
Liechtenstein
Monaco
Republic of Korea
Republic of Viet-Nam
San Marino
Switzerland

(iv)

(il) To the international control of narcotic druss:

Federal Re'public of Germany,
Liechtenstein,
Monaco,
Repub'l.i,c of Korea,
Re~ublic of Viet-Nam,
Switzerland,;

the following countries being ca11ed upon to contribute:

(i) To the International Court of Justice:



(v) To the United Nations Conference on Trade and Develo~ment:

']'ederal Re'public of Germany,
Holy See,
Liechtenstein,
Monaco,
Re~ublic of Korea,
Republic of Viet-Nam,
San Marino,
Switzerland;

(vi) To the United Nations Industrial Develo~ment Organization:

Federal Repub'LLc of Germany,
Holy See,
Liechtenstein,
Monaco,
Republic of Korea,
Republic of'Viet-Nam,
Switzerland.
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TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE COMMITTEE

A

Original terms of reference

The original terms of reference of the Committee ot, Contributions are
contained in chapter IX, section 2, paragraphs 13 and 14, of the report of the
Preparatory Commission of the United Nations al and in the report of the Fifth
Committee of Il February 1946, ~I and were adopted at the first part of the
first session of the General Assembly on 13 Februa.ry 1946 (resolution 14 A 3 (I),
paragraph 3).

The relevant paragraphs of the report of the Preparatory Commission
incorporating the amendments of the Fifth Committee are as follows:

"The a'P'Portionment of expenses

"13. The ezpenses of the United Nations should be appoz-tâoned
broadly accor-dt.ng 'GO capacf,ty to pay , It Ls, however, difficult ta
measure such capacity merely by statistical means, and impossible to
arrive at any definite formula. Comparative estimates of national
incorne wouln appear prima facie to be the fairest guide. Themain
factors which should be taken into account in order ta prevent
anomalous assessments resulting from the use of comparative estimates
of national income include:

i

1

\1
!

!,
1

J
:1
'11
!
·1

1

1

.,.

-25-

11]1 1 nn Ilris .

"(~) Comparative income peI' head of population;

"(b) Temporary dislocation of national economies aris:iag out of
the SecOnd World War;

Ir (~) The abi1ity of Members to secure foreign currency.

"T'wo opposite tendencies should also be guarded against: sorne Members
may desire undu1y to minimize their contributions, whereas others may desire
to increase them unduly for reasons of prestige. If a. cei1ing is impesed on
contributions the ceiling should net be such as sericusly te obscure the
relation between a nation's contributions and its capacity to paye The

Re~ort of the Pre~a.ratory Commission of the United Nations (PC!20).

Official Records of the General Assembly, First "part of the first session,
Plenary meetings, annex 19 (A~~).
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Committee should be given discretion to consider- all data relevant to
ca~acity to ~ay' and all other pertinent factors in arriving at its
recommendations. Once a sca1e has been fixed by .'che General Assembly i t
shou1d not he subjected to a general revision for a.t least three years or
unless it is clear that there have been substantial changes in relative
ca~acities ta paYe

"14. Other functions of the Committee would be:

U(c) To consider and re'port to the General Assembly on the action
to be tâken if Members fall into defau1t with their contributions.

Il (a) To make recommendations to the General Af3sembl~r on the
contribütions to be 'paid by new Membersj

If (~) To consf.ôex and report to the General Assembly on appeaf.s
by Members for a change of assesswentj and

"

"In connexion wi,th the latter, the Committee should advise the
Assemb1y in regard be the a~'Plication of Article 19 of the ChartE~r.U

B

Resolution 238 A (III) ~do~ted by the General Assembly
on 18 November 1949

"The General Assembly,

"Recognizing

tl (a) That in normal times no one Member State should contribute more
than onë..third of the ordinary expenses of the Uniteèl Nations for any one year,
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Il (b) That in normal times the ~er ca1;)ita contribution of any Member
should not exceed the ~er ca'Pita contribution of the Member which bears the
highest assessment,

"(c) That the Committee on Contributions needs for its "Work more
adequatëstatistical data,

IfAccordingly-
111. Reaffirms the terms of reference of the Committee on Contributions

acce'ptedby the General Assembly in its resolution of 13 February 1946
(resolution 14 A (I), paragraph 3);

"2. Calls u~on Member States to assist the Committee on Contributions by
providing the available statistics and other information essentia1 to its work;

-26-
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"3. Accepts the principl i'a of a ceiling to be fixed on the pe:rcentage
rate of contributions of the Member State bearing the highest assessment;

"4. Instructs the Connnittee on Contributions, untila more permanent
scale is pruposed for adoption, to recommend how additional contributions
resulting from (a) admission of new Member's, and Cb) increases in the relative
capacity of' Membërs ta pay, can be used to remove ëXisting maladjustments in
the present scal.e or otherwise used to reduce the rates of contributions of
'present Members;

"5. Decides thàt when ex:i..sting maladjustments in the present scaâe have
been removed and a more permanent scale is 'proposed, as world economic
conditions improve, t~~ rate of contribution which shall be the ceiling for
the highest assessment shall be fixed by the General Assem'bly."

C

Resolution 665 (VII) adop'ted by the General Assembly
~n 5 December 1952

"The General Assembly,

n
• • •

"1. Notes 1'7ith satisfaction the action taken by the Committee on
Contributions to implement the recommendations of General Assembly
resolution 532 (VI) of 21 December 1951 by giving additional recognition ta
countries with low ~er capita incame, and urges the Committee to conttnue to
do so in the future;

"2. Instructs the Committee on Contributions to defer further action on
the ~er ca:p:tta ceiling until new Members are admitted or substantial improvement
in the economic capacity of existing Members permits the adjustments to be
gradually absorbed in the scale;

"3. Decides that from l c.Tanua~t:'y 1954, the assessment of the largest
contributor shall not exceed one-third of total assessments against Members;

" "• • •

D

Resolution 976 A (IX) ado~ted by the General Assembly
, on 4 December 1954

"The General Assembly

Hl. Reaffirms the decision (l"esolution 665 (VII» of the General Assembly
at its seventh session to defer further action on the per ca'Pita ceiling until
new Members are admitted or substantial im:provement in the economic ca'Pacity of
existing Members 'permits the adjustments to be gradua.lly absorbed in the scale
of assessments;

-27'"
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Ua. Rea.ffirm::l;\~resclutioh 592 (VI) of 21 Decembee 1951" by which the
Committeê ~nCorltributions was requested tl') give additional recognition to

i: countries with low 'Pel' ca"pita i,ncorne, and in,structs the Committee to continue
to dosa in the future;

'''3. Instructs the Committee on Contributions toapply the decision
referred to in paragraph 1 above ta future sca1es of as sessmerrbs , sa that the
percentage contributions of those Members subject ta the 'Pel' ca:pita principle
will be rro~en against any increase over the level approved for the 1955 budget
1ntil they reach 'Pel' ca'Pita parity with the highest contributor and that
downward adjustments will occur when the conditions cited in reso1ution 665 (VII)
of 5 December 1952 have been fulfilled or changes in relative national incomes
warrant 10we1' assessments. u
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Resolution 1137 (XII) adopted by the General Assembly
on 14 October 1957

"The General Assemb1y,

~":Recalling its resolutions 14 (I) of 13 February 1946, 238 (III) of
18 No-<tember 1948 and 665 (VII) of 5 December 1952, rega,rding the apportionment

,Ji of the expenses of the United Nations among i ts Members and the fixing of the
. maximum contribution of any one Member State,

-,J

t~Notins. that J when the maximum contribution of any one Member State was
fixed at 33 .'~3 pel' cent effective 1 January 1954, the United Nations consisted
of sixty Memb~~ States,

"Noting furth~~ that, since 1 JanuFY 1)\1954, twenty-two States have been
admitted to membership in the United Nations,

tlRecal1ing its resolùtion 1097 (XI) of 21 Lecember 1956, whereby the
percentage contributions of.' the first, sixteen new Member States admitted s ince
1 January 1954 were incorporated into the reg~ar scale of assessment for 1956
and 1957 and were a'p'plied ta reducethe percentage eotltributions of aIl
Member States excepf that qf the highest contributor and those of the
Member States ~aying minimum assessments,

"l'loting that there are now six new Member States - Ghana, Ja.pan, Malaya
(F@deration of), Morocco, Sudan and Tunisia - whose 'Percentage contributions
have not yet been fixed by the Committee on Contributions or incorporated into
the lC0 ~~r cent scale of assessments,

. "Decides that:
.1

.'::'

1

"

"1. :rn 'Princi'Ple" the maximum contribution of any one Member State to
the ordinary expenses of the U~ited Nations shall not exceed ;Ôpercent of
the total; .

11
il ,. •



Il 1111 •• n7'm , -mr 'lE' ;; 'In 7r ,- r --li Inn.,,?-1.' .7 'd--_, ..-

"3. The Committee on Contributions shall take the following steps in
preparing sca1es of assessment for 1958 and sUbsequent years:

"(a) The percentiage contributions fixed by the Committee on Contributions
for Ghana, J~pan, Malaya (Federation of), Morocco, Sudan and Tunisia for 1958
shall be incorporated into the 100 per cent scale for 1958; this incorporation
shall be accomplished by applying the total amount of the percentage
contributions of the six Member States named above to a pro rata reduction of
the percentage contributions of aIl Members except those aseessed at the
minimum rate, taking into account the 'per ca~ita ceiling princip1e and any
reductions which may be required as a result of a review by the Committee on
Contributions, at its session commencing 15 October 1957, of appea1s from
reconlmendations made previous1y by that Committee;

"(b) During the three-year period of the next scaâe of assessments
(1959-1961), further steps to reduce the share of the 1argest contributor sha11
be recommended by the Committee on Contributions when new Member States are
admittedj

"(~) The Committee on Contributions shal1 thereaftel' recommend such
additional steps as may be necessary and appropriate to complete the reductionj

"(a) The percentage contribution of Member States sha11 not in any case
be incroosed as a consequence of the present resolution."

F

Resolution 1927 (XVIII) ado~ted by the General Assemb1y
on Il December 1963

"The General Assembly,

" .1).

"2. Requests the Committee on Contributions, in calcu1ating rates of
assessment, to give due attention to the developing countries irx' view of their
special economic and financial problems;

"• • •

G

Resolution 2118 (XX) ado'Pted by the General Assembly
on 21 December 1965

"The General Assembl'Y.,

tr
• • •
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Price: $U.s. 1&0
(or equivalent in other cutrenêl")

HOW TO OBTAIN, UNITED NATIONS PUBLICATIONS

United Nations publications moy be obtained from bookstores and
distributors throughout the world. Consult your bookstore or
write to.: United Nationst Soles Section, N~w York or Geneva.
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.
COMO CONSEGUIR PUBLICACIONES DE lAS NACIONES UNIOAS

Los publiccciones de las Naciones Unidas eslôn en ventaën libreria, y
casas distribuidoros entodos partes dei mundo. Consulte a su librero 0

'diriiale a: Notion.s Unidas, SeccicShde Ventas, Nuevo York 0 Gil'Jebra.
~ .

a

COMMENT SE PROC'tJRER LES PUBLICATIONS CES NATIONS UNIES

jJ lI s publications des Nations Unies sent en' vente dons les librairies et les
agences dépositaires du monde entter. Informez-vov~ au'près ·de votre librairie
ou adressez-vous à: Notions Unies, Section des ventest New York ou Genève.
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