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Summary

The workshop, organized in collaboration with the German Agency for Intemational} Cooperation
(GIZ) and under the patronage of the Minister of Agriculture of Lebanon, took place on 27 September
2010 at the United Nations House in Beirut, Lebanon. The aim of the workshop was to ﬂ]ighlight the
growing importance of voluntary sustainability standards (VSS) in the region, to assess how these VSS
could be used to support the adoption of sustainable agricultural production practices and/to propose a
framework for developing a regional initiative on VSS with the view to support the development of a
sustainable agriculture system. The workshop came at an opportune time as people are becoming
increasingly aware of the need to produce “safe” and “fair” products for both the people and the
environment, while seeking to establish regional products within international markets.

This one-day workshop focused on four main themes, aimed to: (1) review the VSS concept and its
implication for the region; (ii) discuss the challenges and opportunities facing the adoptidn of VSS in
the region; (iii) review the application of VSS through specific case studies; and (iv) assess'the prospect
of VSS development in the region including forward planning. Consequently, an in-depth review of the
concept, role and trends together with a review of experiences in key areas took place. This was
complemented by a high-level discussion on key issues pertaining to the adoption, development and
promotion of VSS in the region. Participants at the workshop were in agreement that VSS and standards
are important for the region and therefore should be promoted. Both producers and consumers would
benefit from VSS, which would allow regional producers access not only into regional and global
markets but also to become more competitive on local markets,
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Introduction

1. The world’s natural resources are increasingly coming under threat, mainly as a result of human
behaviour. There is a need to protect natural resources by ensuring that economic systems are progressively
more eco-friendly and socially just. This is the basic principle of sustainability which was adopted by the
1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro. Since 1992, the imperative of meeting the needs of present generations
without sacrificing those of the future has emerged as a global call to action. This has led to a growing
recognition of the social, economic and environmental impacts of global markets and the potential power of
Jeveraging market forces in order to bring positive change to sustainable development. As a result, there is an
increasing demand for sustainably produced goods and services that not only comply with the safety
regulations of importing countries, which is a general prerequisite for market access particularly in
developed countries, but also in accordance with changing local preferences. Local consumers Increasingly
demand products that are “safe” and “fair” to both the people and the environment, products that are healthy
with proper remuneration and that carry a small carbon and water footprint.

2. This has led to the development of voluntary eco-labeling and private corporate social responsibility
initiatives, in line with growing interest in voluntary labels, standards and other global and sector-wide
voluntary certification systems. The notion of sustainability is also evident within the term “Green
Economy”, which has emerged as one of the two major themes of next year’s follow up conference to the
1992 Rio Summit, namely Rio+20. Sustainability standards aim to improve the quality of the environment,
therefore the move towards a market for green goods and services supports the advent of
a green economy.

3. It is in this context that the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) and the
German Agency for International Cooperation (GIZ), under the patronage of His Excellency Mr. Hussein
Al Hajj Hassan, Minister of Agriculture of Lebanon, organized a workshop on voluntary sustainability
standards on 27 September 2011, at the United Nations House in Beirut, Lebanon. During the workshop,
officials, experts and other stakeholders from ESCWA member countries and the wider international
community were able to discuss and share experiences with a view to highlight the growing importance of
voluntary sustainability standards in the region and to assess how they could be used to encourage the
adoption of sustainable production practices in the Arab region.

4 The major objectives of the workshop were to:

(a) Review the concept of voluntary sustainability standards (VSS) and its potential contribution to
enhancing market access and increasing market share for products and commodities from the region;

(b) Raise awareness, exchange experiences and identify best practices related to VSS use;

(c) Highlight the growing importance of VSS for the region and assess how VSS could be used to
encourage the adoption of sustainable production practices;

(d) Propose a framework for developing an operational regional initiative for VSS that could support
the development of a sustainable agriculture system.

I. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
A. CONCLUSIONS

5. In order to encourage a debate on the subject of VSS, the workshop was set up to allow for in-depth
presentations on a few selected topics and the sharing of experiences. Presentations were interspersed with
discussions, which culminated in a high-level discussion panel. The presentations provided an overall review
of the region’s agriculture as related to VSS, an introduction to the concept of VSS together with its role and



related trends, an overview of how VS8S facilitates market access, and a review of VSS and standards in the
ESCWA region. Other presentations included a review of how VS8 impacts local water management, the
importance of VSS in promoting good agricultural practices, and an overview of the experiences of “Healthy
Basket” in organic agriculture in Lebanon. Between the presentations, participants were able to ask
clarifying questions, to provide their own views and to share their experiences on issues related to standards
and VSS. A high-level discussion pane! was held where eminent personalities from Lebanon’s Ministry of
Agriculture, ESCWA, GIZ and the Arab Industrial Development and Mining Organization (AIDMO)
engaged in a debate on a number of key issues related to VSS and standards, with a view to identify the most
effective way to promote VSS in the region.

6. Overall, deliberations revealed participants agreed that VSS are important for the region and that there
is an urgent need for their promotion. Both producers and consumers would benefit from VSS. It was also
stressed that VSS would allow regional producers easier access not only into regional and global markets,
but also to become more competitive on local markets.

B. RECOMMENDATIONS
7. The following major points emerged from the various presentations and deliberations:

{a) In order to promote VSS, there is a need to build strong partnerships and to strengthen bilateral
cooperation and agreements, while taking advantage of already existing regional initiatives;

{(b) Governments must play a strong role as the main powerbrokers amongst various stakeholders by
setting the right policies, instituting an adequate legal environment and providing appropriate incentives;

{c) VSS should be promoted as they offer increasing opportunities for the region’s agricultural
sector. They benefit both producers, through better pricing, and consumers, through higher quality and safer
products;

(d) There is a need to act on the development and/or adoption of VSS in all countries of the region.
Emphasis should be placed on adopting and adapting already existing global VSS in order to both ease and
speed up the process of conforming to VSS so the region is quickly able to reap the benefits;

{e) The development of an ArabGAP should be explored. Such an organization would help Jocal and
regional agricultural production through the adoption of standardized agricultural practices that would
improve the quality and safety of local produce, while enhancing intraregional trade.

II. PRESENTATIONS AND DISCUSSIONS
A. SESSION 1. VSS: CONCEPT AND IMPLICATION FOR THE ESCWA REGION

8. A presentation by Mr. Fady Asmar, a Consultant for ESCWA, provided an overview of the region’s
agriculture sector with emphasis on agricultural-related VSS, including an assessment of their impact and
recommendations for their promotion. The presentation highlighted that the region’s agricultural sector
makes a low contribution to GDP and that it also faces major challenges, such as scarce resources, low
productivity and low competitiveness on international markets. It also provided an overview of VSS,
relevant models and their importance to the agricultural sector. The presentation noted that VSS contributes
to the development of organic agriculture in the region and leads to improved agricultural production both in
terms of quantity and quality, although they impose additional burdens on smallholders and small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) who must bear the costs of compliance and adapt to new technical and
technological challenges. The presentation concluded by advocating for the promotion, adoption and
development of VSS in the region through measures such as, improved technical assistance, enhanced
capacity-building, improved legislation, increased awareness and the provision of adequate incentives.




9. A presentation by Mr. Carsten Schmitz-Hoffmann from GIZ provided an introduction to VSS and
emphasized their concept, role and trends. The presentation reviewed global challenges facing the
agricultural sector, such as increasing competition and access to limited resources, the need to ensure food
security and food safety, the impact of factors such as climate change, increasing water scarcity and the lack
of adequate infrastructure in rural areas. It noted that the VSS movement dates from the 1970s and
emphasizes good management practices along national, regional and global supply chains in order to
improve marketing opportunities. VSS are sponsored by civil societies and businesses as they are not
mandatory, even though they are increasingly being requested by trading partners. Numerous VSS exist,
which differ in size, area of concern and reach. VSS aim at improving productivity, efficiency, quality, safety
and traceability, amongst other goals.

10. A presentation by Ms. Miige Dolun from UNIDO provided an overview of the impact of VSS on
market access. It noted that VSS cover various areas from labour rights to fair trade, environmental
management, organic production, sustainable development, energy efficiency or carbon and water-footprints.
VSS are growing in importance due to the combined effect of Increasing consumer awareness, a perceived
government gap in the provision of standards and their ability to act as a differentiation tool among similar or
related products. The presentation noted that the multiplication of standards could impede trade as the
majority of companies are currently operating outside the control of multilateral trade and environment
systems. The presentation concluded by recommending the region increases its capacity to take advantage of
voluntary standards, i.e. to adopt and use VSS, in order to ensure that it can reap the benefits arising from the
economic and trading opportunities offered by VSS.

11, A presentation by Ms. Lena Dergham from the Lebanese Standards Institution (LIBNOR) highlighted
the importance of standards, noting that they ensure safety and efficiency by linking laws and regulations to
people and markets. The presentation noted that standards extend to all areas including climate, energy,
transport and finance, amongst others. Standards contribute to sustainable economic development by
increasing efficiency and effectiveness and therefore support the conservation of resources. They require
organizations and companies to act in a socially responsible manner; building reputation, attracting and
retaining workers, clients and users, and maintaining or improving productivity, safety and quality. The
presentation noted that when standards are adopted they become technical regulations, which must be abided
to; while standards, which have yet to become technical regulations, are voluntary, which is the case for most
VSS. Tt concluded by noting that the adoption of VSS can be enhanced by addressing four major priorities,
which are: raising awareness, improving infrastructure and the legal environment, building capacity and
engaging stakeholders, while taking a proactive stance in the development process.

12. " In the ensuing discussions it was noted that VSS are important and could be highly beneficial to the
region and as such, should be adopted. It was also noted that cultural preferences are often overlooked in
VSS, though consumers tend to buy products that conform to local customs. It was suggested that VSS that
take into account local customs (halal products) should be developed. Questions were raised concerning why
VSS should be introduced when few of the region’s commodities are exported into international markets, i.e.
outside the region. However, it was noted that preferences are also rapidly changing at local level as
consumers are increasingly looking for improved safety and quality of the product. It was emphasized that
VSS takes the issue of food safety into account. However, there is a need to improve the region’s
infrastructural capacity to meet these demands through for example, building more laboratories. There is also
a need to imcrease the capacity of producers as they must initiate the changes, through adopting new
techniques and methods of production.

B. SESSION 2. CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADOPTING VSS: PRIVATE SECTOR
INITIATIVES AND CASE STUDIES

13, A presentation by Mr. Adrian Sym from the Alliance for Water Stewardship (AWS), an international
standard addressing water issues based in Germany, provided an overview of the organization’s structure and
aim. AWS is composed of ten organizations that include among others the World Wildlife Fund (WWF), the



International Water Management Institute (IWMI) and the Nature Conservancy. It aims to promote the
responsible use of freshwater resources in order to make water resources both socially and economically
beneficial as well as environmentally sustainable. The organization addresses issues of scarcity, quality,
environment and social inequity with a view to enhance water quality, protect habitats and ensure good
governance. Water stewardship implies collective actions aimed at addressmg negative impacts that are
shared by various stakeholders. The approach followed by AWS consists in raising awareness about water
issues, measuring water use, measuring water impacts, understanding risks, devising appropriate response
and carrying out a consistent foliow-up. An international standard is currently being developed and is
expected to be finalized by 2013 after various public consultations and testing takes place, currently on Lake
Naivasha in Kenya.

14. In the ensuing discussions it was highlighted that the international standard will seek to engage
smallholders and improve water governance. The international standard will aim to focus on whole basins
instead of on a country-by-country basis, as is currently the case for Lake Naivasha in Kenya. It was also
understood that current testing will help to assess the applicability of the standard at the field level and in the
context of developing countries and poor households.

15. A presentation by Ms. Kerstin Uhlig from Global Good Agriculture Practices (Global GAP), a global
certification programme for good agricultural practices based in Germany, provided an overview of the
issues involved with global certification in order to promote good agricultural practices. GlobalGAP brings
together producers and retailers with a view to encourage the production of market safe and quality products,
while ensuring that farmers spend less time complying with standards than on production. Members of
GlobalGAP include major retail and food service companies including supermarkets (Aldi, Carrefour,
Walmart, etc.), food chains (McDonald, Wegmans, etc.) and agro-industries (Del Monte, Cargill, Bonita,
etc.). Management is conducted through various technical committees that are accountable to a board, while
certification is conducted by independent third party entities. The number of certified producers is
continuously increasing on all continents, though the majority is located in developed countries. The Middle
East and North Africa (MENA) region has more than three thousand certified producers. GlobalGAP follows
a holistic approach to ensure that the food consumed is produced according to good agricultural practices in
order to market products which are safe and eco-friendly, ensure workers welfare and traceability of the
product along the supply chain. A case-study was presented on how GAP was implemented in Abu Dhabi
(United Arab Emirates).

16. It was noted that Lebanon had seven farms certified for GlobalGAP until a project funded by USAID
increased the number to fourteen. Emphasis was placed on improving farm management through less input
and the smart use of water, while also improving market access. It was further emphasized that GlobalGap
does not exclude small farmers although they are not well represented on the various boards and committees.
Efforts are being made to encourage greater participation of small farmers.

17. A presentation by Ms. Rania Touma from “Healthy Basket”, a company involved in the organic
market in Lebanon, provided an overview of organic agriculture production in Lebanon. Healthy Basket
aims to promote social responsibility while linking small organic food producers to high value domestic and
regional markets. It started operation in 1999 with a view to improve the livelihood of small farmers.
Producers are certified by Libancert, a local certifying body. The presentation noted that organic agriculture
promotes a system that places emphasis on ecosystem management rather than the use of synthetic
agricultural inputs. The term “Organic” is a label which indicates that the concerned product has gone
through a certification process with regards to facilities, ingredients and practices used. The producer is
required to pay a fee for certification, to keep thorough records and to follow specific guidelines. The label
“Organic” is different from the term “natural”, which is not a regulated certification system. Organic
standards are very technical, strict and specific and producers have to abide by them in order to be certified
and to maintain that certification. These include, for example, not using synthetic fertilizers but instead
relying on biological control, green manure and mechanical weeding, amongst others.




I18.  The discussions highlighted that there is an increased cost for organic producers, but they usually
receive a premium on their products. It was also noted that some regional products are not part of the Codex
Alimentarius or other VSS and so are not readily marketable on international markets, as they do not
conform to international norms. It was suggested that VSS should be developed for these products in order to
improve their safeness, quality and marketability. It was highlighted that in Lebanon a law on orgaric
agriculture is being developed and is expected to facilitate the development of organic agriculture. In Egypt
organic farmers are required to be registered in order to ease control but also to facilitate access to markets.
Concerns were raised as to how to ensure that contamination does not take place, especially when organic
farms are contiguous to non-organic ones. It was noted that contamination does occur but it must be
minimized as much as possible to avoid losing certification.

C. SESSION 3. HIGH-LEVEL PANEL DISCUSSION: PROSPECTIVE OF VSS IN THE REGION
AND THE WAY FORWARD

19. The third session of the workshop was entirely devoted to a high-level discussion which featured
eminent personalities including Mr. M. Khansa, Adviser to the Minister of Agriculture (MoA), Lebanon,
Mr. N. Khoury, Deputy Executive Secretary, ESCWA, Mr. M. Haouari, Director of Industrial Development,
AIDMOQO, and Mr. C. Schmitz-Hoffman, Head of Division of Trade and Standards, GIZ. The panel was
chaired by Professor R. Zuraik, from the American University of Beirut {AUB). The panelists were invited to
share their views and opinions on a few VSS related key issues, as follows:

20.  On the issue of how a country that exports agricultural commodities mainly onto Arab markets could
overcome the difficulties and constraints faced in order to improve trade flow with its main regional trading
partners and the rest of the world, it was underscored that various attempts should be made to improve the
marketability of agricultural commodities, as only some attempts will be successful. It was stressed that there
is need for a strong political will and commitment and collaboration amongst various ministries and
stakeholders in order to push through the agenda. It was also suggested that there is a need to strengthen ties
with other Arab countries by improving bilateral agreements and cooperation, while taking advantage of
existing regional initiatives as the starting point. For example, a new multi-billion fund was recently
established to promote intraregional trade in the region. Tt was also stressed that improvement in trade leads
to improved welfare, but appropriate standards need to be adopted as part of an overall agricultural
development strategy for the region in order for this to happen.

21. On the issue of how organizations could support the development of VSS, especially those that
enhance the competitiveness of small producers and SMEs which have less means for adaptation, it was
noted that there is a need to adopt comprehensive plans which put emphasis on (a) inclusiveness: by ensuring
that all farmers and producers are included; (b) cooperation: organizations must plan in collaboration and
implement plans in a cohesive manner; (c) knowledge and information sharing: ensuring the impact on the
farms is mitigated while potentialities are embraced; (d) providing proper incentives while at the same time
facilitating market access; and (e) ensuring coherence, especially at the political level as both national and
regional efforts need the support of regional and intenational organizations. It was also stressed that
adopting and enforcing standards requires strong partnerships and therefore international collaboration is
needed. In addition, there is a need to address market failures, which will require interventions from either
the government or the private sector. This was the case for “Healthy Basket”, which was set up by
consumers in order to meet their needs at the same time as supporting producers. It was noted that the
eminent question is repeatedly whether VSS should continue to be voluntary or become mandatory.
Governments must play a strong role in this as they are the main powerbrokers amongst various stakeholders
and progress could be achieved by setting the right policies and providing appropriate incentives.

22. On the question of whether standards serve only large producers and therefore how to improve the
reality of smaller producers, notably with regards to providing appropriate incentives to enhance trade, it was
noted that there is a need to commit producers to certain standards. The Arab region has sectors that are
attractive to both producers and investors but are neither well organized nor advertised. For example,



products labeled “produit terroir” could improve marketability and profitability but in most cases the term is
being used in an anarchic manner as there are no appropriate VSS and/or other standards to support its use.
There is a need to devise such standards or VSS and to link these to international standards. The ultimate
goal of the certification process is to encourage farmers to rely on good agricultural practices, which would
help improve overall farm efficiency, reduce environmental impact and enhance food safety and, therefore
improving trade and market access.

23, On the issue of whether standards are the best way to provide incentives in order to increase trade in
the Arab region, it was noted that VSS could help if a proper enabling environment could also be provided,
such as adequate incentives or a fair legal framework, amongst others. VSS could offer positive opportunities
to the agricultural sector of the region as they benefit farmers directly by ensuring farmers receive better
prices, while also ensuring that consumers benefit through higher quality and safer products. It was
highlighted that it would be best to begin on a small scale and to focus on small producers, which would not
preclude the government from taking a strong role. There 1s also a need to support activities that are
beneficial to small farmers.

24.  On the question of whether regional collaboration and cooperation is important, it was noted that it
could help in the development and/or adoption of standards applicable to all countries of the region.
However it was emphasized that the focus should not only be on developing new regional standards but also
on adopting and adapting already proven international models, which enable them to fit local settings.
Otherwise the whole process would risk being too stow, which would discourage stakeholders. Making use
of existing tools and building on them would ensure that the new systems are in compliance with prevailing
international standards and regulations. It was also noted that VSS are linked to feod security as the option of
achieving self-sufficiency has been disproved as a viable long-term strategy. It was suggested to consider
how to develop an Arab GAP that could help local and regional agricultural production especially as existing
intraregional trade is strong. However, to achieve this goal requires a better organization and harmonization
of institutions from the region. The approach suggested was to rely on existing institutions and to adapt them
in line with those found in other parts of the World. Consequently, it would be necessary to revisit and
update existing agreements and to ensure their implementation. In order for this to happen there would be
substantial associated costs, including on small farmers. There would also remain a need to conduct proper
monitoring in order to remain compliant with international, regional and national agreements.

III. ORGANIZATION OF WORK AND ATTENDANCE
A. ORGANIZATION OF WORK

25.  The workshop was held on 27 September 2011 at the United Nations House in Beirut, L.ebanon. The
one-day workshop had four main themes which were to (a) review the VSS concept and its implication for
the region; (b) discuss the challenges and opportunities facing the adoption of VSS in the region; (c) review
the application of VSS through specific case studies; and (d) assess the prospects of VSS in the region, while
also proposing a way forward. The workshop was divided into three sessions in order to allow for an in-
depth review of the concept and role of VSS together with sharing experiences in key areas (good
agricultural practices, water stewardship and organic agriculture, amongst others). These were
complemented by a high-level discussion panel on selected key issues in order to reach a consensus on the
way forward for VSS in the region.

B. OPENING OF THE WORKSHOP
26.  The workshop was opened by Mr. Thomas Engelhardt, GIZ Country Director for Lebanon and the

Syrian Arab Republic, Mr. Nadim Khouri, Deputy Executive Secretary of ESCWA, and H.E. Mr. Hussein
Hajj Hassan, Minister of Agriculture of Lebanon and Patron of the Workshop.




27.  Mr. Engelhardt noted that the world is facing numerous challenges and therefore is under pressure to
move towards a more sustainable economic growth. He noted that there has been an increase in the number
of voluntary eco-labeling and private social responsibility strategies. He further noted the need to clarify
issues concerning the processes, criteria and actors involved, which is why GIZ is joining forces with
international partners and national governments in order to strengthen sustainable development and
production, and the development of VSS.

28.  Mr. Khouri noted that the challenge of achieving safety and quality in production processes is
evolving worldwide, especially in the context of globalization and rapid technological change. He noted that
VSS are tools to ensure that both goods and services are produced in an eco-friendly and socially responsible
manner and therefore play an important role in promoting global trade and access to markets. He noted that
countries of the region are yet to effectively utilize these tools although they could help local producers
improve the quality of their products, while also allowing greater access to markets beyond national and
regional borders. He concluded by saying that it is time for Arab stakeholders to take advantage of these
tools and to participate in their development, with a view to move the region towards a greener path.

29.  H.E. Mr. Al Hajj Hassan emphasized the importance of the workshop as VSS issues are vital at the
global level particularly in light of the rapidly evolving politico-economic challenges in the world. He noted
that current consumer patterns and the culture of consumption has provided people with basic welfare care,
but are also leading to increased politico-economic competition and ever increasing spending in order to
maintain such a lifestyle. He further noted that this reality is leading numerous economic systems to the
brink of collapse, instead of a path to economic prosperity. He stressed the fact that for the global economy
to recover from the current crises, difficult decisions must be faced, which require strong political leadership.
He noted that VSS are primarily moral obligations and posed the question of whether VSS should be
supported through appropriate incentives or enforced through relevant regulations. He closed by
recommending enforcing VSS in order to stop wasting resources.

C. PARTICIPANTS

30.  The workshop was attended by officials and experts from eight ESCWA member countries (Egypt,
Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Palestine, Saudi Arabia, Syrian Arab Republic and United Arab Emirates), one
non-ESCWA member country {Tunisia), experts from various regional and international institutions and
organizations (Italian Cooperation, USAID, GlobalGAP, Alliance for Water Stewardship, AIDMO, ACSAD,
UNIDO and FAO), experts from various Lebanese institutions, organizations and companies {American
University of Beirut (AUB), Investment Development Authority of Lebanon, Lebanese Standard Institution,
Chamber of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture of Beirut and Mount Lebanon, Syndicate of Lebanese
Food Industrialists, Middle East North Africa Food Safety Associates, Healthy Basket, Arc-en-Ciel, Fair
Trade Lebanon, GlobalGap Lebanon, LibanCert, Somoplast Industrial Company, Daher for Agricultural
Development Co., Jana Agricultural Supply & Investment, ACDI/VOCA, Emkan for Microfinance and
Community Development, Green Line Association and the Association of the Friends of Ibrahim Abd El Al),
in addition to consultants and experts from the German Agency for International Cooperation (GIZ) and
ESCWA. The full list of participants is attached in the annex.

IV. EVALUATION

31. An evaluation questionnaire was distributed in order to assess the relevance, effectiveness and impact
of the meeting. The feedback received was positive with nearly all the respondents rating the quality,
usefulness, organization and logistical arrangements of the meeting as good or excellent. The majority of the
participants found that the workshop met its objectives and expectations. In addition, the participants found
that the subject of the workshop was relevant, the duration was adequate, it introduced new ideas and the
workshop overall was beneficial. Nearly all respondents indicated that they would like follow-up activities,
such as capacity-building, assessing local and regional capacities, organizing multi-stakeholder meetings to
review and assess existing standards, a network of VSS organizations and stakeholders to exchange
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information and experiences, assessing possibilities for a regional GlobalGAP or ArabGAP, organizing
follow up meetings on the subject and investigating the short and medium-term impact of VSS on farmers
and other stakeholders including those not participating in standards or the implementation of related
projects.

32, Some participants did make recommendations for improving upcoming meetings. These included, for

example, the distribution of presentations and other material prior to the meeting, allowing the sharing of
more regional experiences and more time for discussion.
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Annex

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

A. ESCWA MEMBER COUNTRIES

Egvpt

Ms. Samia El Azazy

Technical Director

Egyptian Accreditation Council (EGAC)

Quality and Standardization Consultant

Member of Technical Committees of Q & E
systems & SR - EOS)

16 El Qaher St., El Haram, Giza, Egypt

Tel.: +202-35867601

Mobile: +20-12-2803155

Fax: +202-35867601

E-mail: smazazv@vahoo.com

Mr. Mohamed Abbas Mohamed Salem

General Director

Inspection and Certification of Organic Farming
& Global GAP

SES Arabian Control and Certification

Suelo e Salute Arabian s.a.e.

6 Kobry El-Kobba St. - 11331 Catiro, Egypt

Tel./Fax: +202-24870888/26834408

Mobile: +20-10-1481957

Fax: +202-26834408/25727676

E-mail: info{@sesarabian.com

ses.agro@gmail.com
Website: www,sesarabian.com

Jordan

Mr. Falah Jaber

Secretary General

Arab Federation for Food Industries
Amman, Jordan

Tel.: +962-6-4624290

Mobile: +962-5516636

Fax: +962-2-4625701

E-mail: ad-dulayl@nets.com.jo

" Issued as submitted.
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Ms. Rudinah F.O. Btarseh

Head

Controt of Industrial Sector

Control Committee for Industrial Sector

Ministry of Industry and Trade

Amman, Jordan

Tel.: +962-6-658032

Mobile: +962-79-5038271/77-6205281

Fax: +962-6-568036

E-mail: dr.batarseh@yahoo.com
rudina.batarseh(@jfda.jo

Kuwait

Ms. Majida Khalil M Sulaiman

Program Manager/Research scientist

Biodiversity for Earth Ecological System
Programme

Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research (KISR)

P.O. Box 24885, Safat, 13109, Kuwait

Tel.: +965 24989848

Mobile: +965 99266059

Fax: +965 24989849

E-mail: mkhalil@kisr.edu.kw

khalilmajda@ymail.com

Lebanon

H.E. Mr. Hussein Hajj Hassan
Minister of Agriculture

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: +961-1-845855

Fax: +961-1-823900

Website: www.agriculture.gov.lb

Mr. Mohammad Khansa

Advisor to the Minister of Agriculture
Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: +961-1-849600-611, Ext. 808
Fax: +961-1-849614

E-matil: mkhansa@agriculture.gov.lb
Website: www .agriculture.gov.lb




Lebanon (continued)

Ms. Rania El Hayek
Agriculture Engineer
Department of Food Process
Ministry of Agriculture

Bir Hassan, Beirut, Lebanon
Tel.: +961-1-824100, ext.: 104
Mobile: +961-3-319671

Fax: +961-1-824100

E-mail: boustany I (@yvahoo.com

Ms. Nadine Abdelkhalek

Agriculture Engineer

Head

Refrigeration Service

Department of Packaging and Refrigeration

Ministry of Agriculture

Bir Hassan, Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: +961-1-849620 (Direct)

Mobile: +961-3-980478

Fax: +961-1-823900

E-mail: nadabdelkhalek@yahoo.com
nkhalek(@agriculture. gov.lb

Website: www.agriculture.gov.lb

Ms. Lena Dargham

Acting Director General

The Lebanese Standard Institution - LIBNOR
Sin El fil, City Rama Street, LIBNOR Bldg.
Beirut, lebanon

Tel.: +961-1-485927

Mobile: +961-3-746605

Fax: +961-1-485929

E-mail: libnor@libnor.org

Mr. Elie Massoud

Head

Agriculture and Agro-Industries Department

Chamber of Commerce, Industry & Agriculture of
Beirut & Mount Lebanon (CCIAB)

Beirut, Sanayeh, 1*' Justinien Str., CCIAB Bldg.
9™ floor

P.O. Box 11/1801 Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: +961-1-353390, ext.: 263

Fax: +961-1-349615

Mobile: +961-3-290058

E-mail: agriculture(@ccib.org.lb

Mr.Raja Cortas

Treasurer

Syndicate of Lebanese Food Industrialists
P.O. Box 110209

Beirut, lebanon

Mobile: +961-71-502149

E-mail: rmcortas(@gmail.com

Ms. Chaza Abou Daher

Economic Researcher

Department for Economic Research

Chamber of Commerce, Industry & Agriculture of
Beitrut & Mount Lebanon (CCIAB)

Aisha Bakkar, Al Rachedeen Street, Al Jammal
Bldg, facing Iman Pharmacy, 2™ floor, Beirut

P.O. Box 11/1801 Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: +961-1-789288

Mobile: +961-71-384600

E-mail: chaza_abou_daher@hotmail.com

Palestine

Mr. Mazen Abu Sharia

Chief Executive Officer
Palestine Standard Institution
Ramallah

Tel.: +970-592400600
Mobile: +970-59-9998090
Fax: +970-22964433

E-mail: mabusharia@psi.go.ps

Mr. Fuad Akra

Technical Director

Palestinian Food Industries Association (PFIA)

Al-Bireh, Ramallah

Tel.: +970-2-2402774/22952384

Mobile: +970-59-2400600

Fax: +970-2-2407323

E-mail: pliat@palnet.com
fuadakra@gmail.com

Saudi Arabia

Mr. Abdullah bin Ali ALMARWANI

Director of Studies and Researches

Supervisor of the Department of Regional
Planning

Ministry of Economy and Planning

P.O. Box 358, Riyadh 11182

Tel.: +966-1-4049497

Mobile: +966-505238294

Fax: +966-1-4010312

E-mail: amarwani@planning.gov.sa




Svyrian Arab Republic

Mr. Imadeddin Rjlh

Associate Director of International Relations
Ministry of Industry

P.O. Box 12835

Maysalon Street, Damascus Syria

Tel.: +963-11-2252202

Mobile: +963-93-3668369

Fax: +963-11-2319620/2252202

E-mail: imadrjlh1@hotmail.com

United Arab Emirates

Mr. Mohamed A. Badawi

General Manager

Emirates Bio Fertilizer Factory

Tel.: +97137838600

Fax: +97137838500

Mobile : +971504493360

E-mail: info@ebff.ae
dr_badawi22(@hotmail.com

Website: www.ebff.ae

B. ARAB COUNTRIES

Tunisia

Mr. Mohamed Moncef Chaabouni

Director General

Tunis International Centre for Environmental
Technologies

Centre International des Technologies de
I’Environmment (CITET)

Ministry of Agriculture and Environment

Bolulevard du Leader Yasser Arafet, 1080 Tunis,
Tunista

Tel.: +216-71-206632/206486/206720

Fax: + 216-71-206655

Mobile : +216-28403798

E-mail : dg(@citet.nat.tn

C. UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATIONS

United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDQO)

Ms. Nada Sabra

Coordinator of Environmental Activities
UNIDO

United Nations House, Beirut, Lebanon
Tel.: +961-1-978697

Mobile: +961-3-736967

E-mail: n.sabra@unido.ore

Ms. Ulvinur Muge Dolun Bora

Industrial Development Officer

Compliance Infrastructure Unit, Trade
Capacity-Building Branch

Vienna International Centre

P.O. Box 300

1400 Vienna, Austria

Tel.: +43-1-26026-3035

Fax: +43-1-26026-6840

E-mail: U.Dolun@unido.org

Website: www.unido.org
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United Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAQ)

Mr. Ali Moumen

FAO representative

P.O. Box 40010 Baabda, Lebanon

Tel.: +961-5-924005/6/7
+961-5-468715 (Direct)

Fax: +961-5-5922128

E-mail: ali.moumen{@fao.org

fao-1b@fac.org

Ms. Marie-Louise Hayek
Programme Clerk

P.O. Box 40010 Baabda, Lebanon
Tel.: +961-5-924005/6/7, ext.: 102
Fax: +961-5-5922128

Mobile: +961-3-885776

E-mail: marielovise hayek@fao.org




D. LEBANESE ORGANIZATIONS AND INSTITUTIONS

Mr. Atef Idriss

General Manager

Management

Middle East North Africa Food Safety Associates

SARL (MEFOSA)

126 Sourati St. Lions Bldg. # 301

P.O. Box 113-6382, Hamra

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: +961-1-745744

Mobile: +961-3-896092

Fax: +961-1-739986

E-mail: atef.idriss@mefosa.com
mefosa@mefosa.com

Conserve Chtaura

Tel.: 961-1-350378/340479, 961-8-540082/540082

Fax: +961-8-540211/ +961-1-602093

Address, Hamra-Lions bldg, Koub Elias, Lebanon

Lebanon

Ms. Hala Romanos

Project Manager

Services and Consultation Department
Middle East North Africa Food Safety Associates
SARL (MEFOSA)

126 Sourati St. Lions Bidg. # 301

P.O. Box 113-6382, Hamra

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: +961-1-745744

Mobile: +961-71-628600

Fax: +961-1-739986

E-mail: mefosaprojecti@mefosa.com

Ms. Rama Touma

Healthy Basket

Ayad bldg, Adonis Street, Hamra, Versailles
Area,Facing St. Rita’s Church, Beirut, Lebanon

Tel. /Fax: +961-1-747831

Mobile: +961-3-794438

E-mail: basket@healthybasket.org

rania.touma(@gmail.com

Mr. Benoit Berger

Head of Projects

Fair Trade Lebanon

P.O. Box 45-249

Centre Hourani, 2nd Floor, Hazmieh, Lebanon
Tel.: +961-5-952153

Mobile: +961-70-106829

Fax: +961-5-952153, Ext. 105

E-mail: b.berger@fairtradelebanon.org
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Mr. Philippe Adaime

Chief Executive Officer

Fair Trade Lebanon

P.O. Box 45-249

Centre Hourani, 2nd Floor, Hazmieh, Lebanon
Tel.: +861-5-952153

Mobile: +961-3-208443

Fax: +961-5-952153, Ext. 105

E-mail: padaime(@fairtradelebanon.org

Mr. Abdallah Hanna

Senior GlobalGap Business Advisor
GlebalGap consultant

Zahle, Lebanon

P.O. Box 55355, Sin el-Fil

Tel.: +961-8-805930

Mobile: +961-3-601740

Fax: +961-4/401982

Mr. Jad Abou Arrage

Agriculture Engineer

Research & Development Unit

Arc-en-Ciel

Jisr El Basha, Sin el Fil, John Kennedy Street
Lebanon

Tel.: +961-1-495561 / Ext. 321

Mobile: +961-3-567880

Fax: +961-1-512107

E-mail: jadarragef@gmail.com

jadaaf@arcenciel.org

Mr. Issam Bashour

Professor of Soil Science

AGSC/FAFS

Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences
American University of Beirut

Bliss St., FAFS/AUB

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: +961-1-353465/354911 Ext: (4579)
Mobile: +961-3-247820

Fax: +961-1-744460

E-mail: 1b02(@aub.edu.lb

Mr.Moustafa Haidar

General Manager

Jana Agricultural Supply & Investment
5547-Museum, P.O. Box 116-5162
Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: +961-1-615491

Mobile: +961-3-220207

Fax: +961-1-612478

E-mail: jana{@dm.net.lb




Mr. Nasser Salame Lama

Deputy Managing irector

ACDI/VOCA - Consulting

Beit Al Mustakbal Street, Elie Khonaiser Bidg.

Lebanon

Tel.: +961-4-523334

Mobile: +961-3-167447
+961-70-675121

E-mail: nasserlama@gmail.com
n.lama@]bli.org

Mr. Ali Darwish

Green Line Association
Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: +961-1-746 215
E-mail: alihkd@gmail.com

Ms. Adele Elias

Agricultural Engineer, Senior wastewater
management officer

Ashrafieh-Sioufi, Beirut, Lebanon
Mobile: +961-70-514496

E-mail: adeleelias(@yahoo.com

Ms. Dima Faour-Klingbeil

Consultant for Food Safety

Freelancer

Sourati Street-Hamra-Nassif Bldg.6th Floor
Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: +961-1-753540

Mobile: +961-71-131917

E-mail: dima.faour@gmail.com

E. INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL QRGANIZATIONS

The German Agency for International
Cooperation (Giz) (Deutsche Geselischaft Fiir
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (Giz) Gmbh)

Mr. Thomas Engelhardt

Country Director

GIZ Lebanon and Syrian Arab Republic
Gefinor Center, Clemenceau Street Block D
Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: +961-1-740301

Mobile: +961-76-808005

E-mail: thomas.Engelhardt(@giz.de
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Ms. Imane Abd El Al

Treasurer

Association of the Friends of Ibrahlm Abd El Al
(AFIAL)

Independence Str., Villa Abd El A\l

P.O. Box 114981

Zip Code 11072180

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: +961-1-655898

Fax: +961-1-644800

E-mail: abdelal@cyberia.net.lb

Website: http://www.ibrahim-abdelal.org

Ms. Habiba Youssef

Sustainable Development

Association of the Friends of Ibrahim Abd El Al
(AFIAL)

Independence Str., Villa Abd El Al

P.O. Box 114981

Zip Code 11072180

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: +961-1-655898

Fax: +961-1-644800

E-mail: abdelal(@cyberia.net.lb

Website: http://www.ibrahim-abdelal.org

Mr. Carsten Schmitz-Hoffmann
Head
Competence Area Trade and Standards Division
Head, Division of Trade and Standards
Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH
Postfach 5180, 65726 Eschborn
Germany
Tel.: +49 6196-79 1437
Mobile: +49 160 90 178239
Fax: +49 6196-79-801437

+49 6196-79 6103
E-mail: carsten.schmitz-hoffmann@giz.de

Website: www.giz.de




The German Agency for International
Cooperation {Giz) (Deutsche Gesellschaft Fiir
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (Giz) Gmbh)
(continued)

Mr. Berthold Hansmann

Technical Advisor

The German Agency for International
Cooperation (G1Z)

Pastfach 5180, 65726 Eschborn

Germany

Tel.: +49-6196-79-1463

Mobile: +961-3-302379

Fax: +49-6196-79-801463

E-mail: berthold.hansmann(@giz.de

Mr. Ahmad Sadek Alkasir

Advisor

Modernisation Programme for the Syrian Water
Sector

The German Agency for lnternational
Cooperation (GIZ)

P.O. Box 6497, Damascus, Syrian Arab Republic

Tel.: +963-11-2210105

Fax: +963-11-2210105

E-mail: ahmad.alkasir@giz.de

Website: www.water.co.sy

Mr. Kassem Jouni

Support to ACSAD to implement the UNCCD in
the countries of the Arab League

Technical Advisor

Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir

Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

cfo Ministry of Agriculture

Bir Hassan

Facing Henry Chehab Military Station

2™ Floor, Room No.221

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel. /Fax: +961-1-849644

Mobile: +961-3-196309

E-mail: kassem.jouni(@giz.de

Website: www.codanet.net
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Ms. Liliane Soueidan

Support to ACSAD to implement the UNCCD in
the countries of the Arab League

Technical Advisor

Deutsche Gesellschaft fur

Internationale Zusammenarbeit (G1Z) GmbH

c/o Ministry of Agriculture

Bir Hassan

Facing Henry Chehab Military Station

2" Floor, Room No.221

Beirut, LLebanon

Tel. /Fax: +961-1-849644

Mobile: +961-3-977119

E-mail: lihane.soueidan(@giz.de

Website: www.codanet.net

Arab Industrial Development and Mining
Organization (AIDMO)

Mr. Mohammad Haouari

First Director

Directorate of Industrial Development

AIDMO

P.O. Box 8019 United Nations 10102

Rabat, Agdal, Morocco

Tel.: +212-537772600/01/04

Fax: +212-537772188

E-mail: m_m_haouari@hotmail.com
aidmo(@aidmo.org

id@aidmo.org

Mr. Amir Ahmed Elrufai

Environmental Expert

Industrial Development Directorate

AIDMO

P.O. Box 8019 United Nations 10102

Rabat, Agdal, Morocco

Tel.: +212-537772600/01/04

Mobile: +212-663811747

Fax: +212-537772188

E-mail: a.elrufai@aidmo.org
Amir7869@gmail.com

Global Gap C/O Foed Plus GmbH

Ms. Kerstin Uhlig

Manager Stakeholder Liaison
Corporate and Public Relations
Global Gap

Germany

Tel.: +49-221-5799319
E-mail: ublig@globalgap.crg
Website: www._globaleap.org




Alliance for Water Stewardship

Mr. Adrian Sym

Executive Director

Alliance for Water Stewardship

Germany

E-mail: adrian(@allianceforwaterstewardship.org

The Arab Center for the Studies of Arid Zones
and Dry [Lands (ACSAD)

Mr. Mohammad Rabih Merestani

Deputy Director of Animal Resources

Chair of artificial insemination and embryo
transfer in small ruminants

ACSAD

Coordinator of ACSAD - GIZ Cooperation

P.O. Box 2440

Damascus, Syrian Arab Republic

Tel.: +963-11-5743039

Mobile: +963-94-4803414

Fax: +963-11-5743063

E-mail: rabihmerestani@gmx.net

Website: www.acsad.org

Italian Development Cooperation/Embassy of the
Italian Republic in Lebanon

Ms. Giulia Ubaldelli

Programme Officer

Cooperation Office

Italian Development Cooperation
Embassy of the Italian Republic
Beirut, Lebanon

Mobile: +961-71-253882
E-mail: giulia.ubaldellit@esteri.it

F. CONSULTANTS

Mr. Rami Ahmad ZURAYK
Associate Dean

Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences
American University of Beirut

P.O. Box 11-0236

Postal Code: Riad El Solh 1107 2020
Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: +961-1-350000 (Ext. 4579)
Mobile: +961-3-733227

Fax: +961-1-744460

E-mail: rzurayk(@aub.edu.lb
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United States Agency for International
Development (USAID)YEmbassy of the United
States in Lebanon

Mr. Georges Frenn
Senior Economic Growth Specnall\st
USAID Lebanon

American Embassy

P.O. Box 70-840 Antelias
Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: +961-4-542600
E-mail: frenng{@state.gov
Website: www.usaid.gov/Ib/

Ms. Rana El Helou
Economic Growth Specialist
Office of Economic Growth
USAID Lebanon

American Embassy

P.O. Box 70-840 Antelias
Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: +961-4-542600, Ext. 4715
Fax: +961-4-544254
E-mail: helour(@state.gov
Website: www.usaid.gov/Ib/

Mr. Fady R. Asmar

Senior Consultant

Address: MK2 Bldg. Hazmieh-Mar Takia

Beirut, Lebanon

Mobile: +961-3-259818

E-mail; fadyasmar@terra.net.lb
fady.asmar(@hotmail.com




G. ESCWA SECRETARIAT

Mr. Nadim Khouri

Deputy Executive Secretary
Tel.: +961-1-978805
E-mail: khourin(@un.org

Ms. Roula Majdalani

Director

Sustainable Development and Productivity
Division (SDPD)

Tel.: +961-1-978502

E-mail: majdalani{@un.org

Ms. Reem Nejdawi

Chief

Productive Sectors Section (PSS)

Sustainable Development and Productivity
Division (SDPD)

Tel.: +961-1-978506

E-mail: nejdawi(@un.org

Ms. Carol Chouchani Cherfane

Chief

Water Resources Section (WRS)

Sustainable Development and Productivity
Division (SDPD)

Tel.: +961-1-978518

E-mail: chouchanicherfane@un.org

Mr. Riccardo Mesiano

First Economic Affairs Officer

Productive Sectors Section (PSS)

Sustainable Development and Productivity
Division (SDPD)

Tel.: +961-1-978568

E-mail: mesiano(@un.org

ESCWA mailing address

Mr. Fidéle Byiringiro

Economic Affairs Officer

Productive Sectors Section (PSS)

Sustainable Development and Productivity
Division (SDPD)

Tel.: +961-1-978519

E-mail: byinngiro/@un.org

Ms. Micheline Matta

Associate Economics Affairs Officer

Productive Sectors Section (PSS)

Sustainable Development and Productivity
Diviston (SDPD)

Tel.: +961-1-978521

E-mail: matta@un.org

Ms. Jana El Baba

Research Assistant

Productive Sectors Section (PSS)

Sustainable Development and Productivity
Division (SDPD)

Tel.: +961-1-978505

E-mail: baba{@un.org

Ms. Rita Wehbe

Research Assistant

Productive Sectors Section (PSS)

Sustainable Development and Productivity
Division (SDPD)

Tel.: +961-1-978513

E-mail: wehbe@un.org

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia

P.O.Box 11-8575

Postal Code: Riad El-Solh 1107 2812
Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: 961 1981301

Fax: 961 1 981510

Web address: www.escwa.un.org
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