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Report of the Secretary-General

In Resolution 22 (I) D of 13 February 1946, the General Assembly stated

that there 101ere many advantages in unifying as far as possible the privileges

and iIDmunities enjoyed by the United. Nations and the various specia.lized.

agencies•. Whi1e.recognizing that some .of the specialized agencies, by reason

of their particular functions, required privileges of a special nature, the

General Assembly considered that the privileges and ill1muuities of the

United Nat:i.ons shOUld be regarded, as a general rule, as a maximum within

which the specialized agencies should enjoy such privileges and imnunities

as the appropriate fulfilment of their respective functions might require.

Therefore, the General Assembly instructed the Secretary-General "to

oJ;l8n negotiations with a view td the reconsideration, in the light both of

the General Convention adopted by the United Nations and the considerations

above, of the J;lrovisions under which the specialized agencies at present

enjoy pr!vi1eges and iInmunities" •

The problem of the unification of the privileges and immunities of the

various specialized agenoies which have already been or will be brought into

relationship with the United. Nations in the near future, in pursuance of

Article 57 of the Charter, is oomplex in nature. The basio instruments of

* The speoia1ized agencies \'1i th which agreements have a.lready been concluded.

are the following: the International labour Organization, the United

Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the Food and

A{3J:'icuJ.ture Organization of the United Nations and the International Civil

AYiation Organization.
The Economic and Social Council, in conformity 1'T1 tb the terms of Article 63
of the Charter has at its fifth session, negotiated. draft agreements, ,.
with tlie following international organizations: the World Health

.,Organi:zation, the Universal Postal Union, the International Teleconnnunicationa

. Union,. the· International Monetary Fund and the International Bank fol"

Becons-bruction and Develo:PIllent. These draft agreements are 'being submitted

to the General Assembly for approval at its seoond regular session.
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some of those organizations enumerate and define in detail the privileges

and immunities granted and these, more particularly in the case of the

International Monetary Fund and the International Bank for Reconstruction and

Development, exceed, in certain respects, the limits of the General

Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations.

On the other hand, the basic instruments of certain specialized agencies

merely enunciate the princi~le that these organizations enjoy the privileges

and immunities necessary for them to attain their objectives, 'leaving it to

later agreements to enumerate and define these privileges. In this connection,

a draft convention on the ~rivileges and immunities of the International

Labour Organization was pre~ared and submitted as early as 1946 to the

twenty~sixth Session of the Conference of that Organization. Other

specialized agencies intended to adopt a similar procedure.
In these circumstances the problem of unification assumed two different

as);)ects:
1. On the one hand, it seemed necessary to insure that the provisions

of new conventions to be drafted did not deviate from the general outline

laid down in the General Assembly resolution on the privileges and

immunities of the United Nations;

2. On the other hand, the proceedings both of the General Assembly and

of the Preparatory Commission show that a revision of the text of the

basic instrument of each of the specialized agencies had been contemplated.

In pursuance of the resolution of 13 February 1946, the Secretary~General

consulted the various specialized agencies. Two preliminary meetings were held

at Lake Success on 6 and 7 March 1947, which were attended by representatives

of the United Nations Secretariat, and of the Secretariats of the specialized

agencies, as well as of the Interpational Monetary Fund, the International

Bank for Reconstruction and Development and the Interim Commission of the

World Health Organization.

The Secretary-General subsequently also contacted the Universal Postal

Union and the International Telecommunications Union.

It became clear from the preliminary discussions that the problem of

unification would be greatly facili tated by the adoption of a single Convention

text, which would apply without distinction to all the specialized agencies and

would lay down the general privileges and immunities reqUired by those

organizations, while reserving the special privileges which might be needed

because of the particular functions of any individual agency.

It was unanimously agreed that the ado~tion of a single instrument

presents the best method for co-ordination and unification; it also facilitates

greatly the task of the Parliaments of the States which have to accede to the
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instruments, since it makes it unnecessary 1'01' t.hem to examine a,nd study a

ntUnber of separate conventions and enables them to approve forthwith a general

text covering the various specialized agencies.

The representatives of some international organizations more particularly

those of the International Monetary Fund an'd the International ]ank' for

,Beconstructlon and Developmen'b, while agreeing with the principle of having

a single convention, were nevertheless anxious to make it clear that 'che

privileges which had already been conferred upon them by their basic

instruments must remain intact. They pointed out that these instruments

bad already been ratified by the Member states and could be modified only

by the parties thereto themselves; no general convention to be adopted could
of' itself have the effect of detracting from these priVileges.

In these circumstanoes a single draft convention prepared by the
Secretariat of the United Nations was considered and discussed at the
meetings held on 6 and 7 March 1947.

The first question which arose 'Has that of determining the procedure to

be followed for the adoption of the dra.ft genel~al convention. Two methods

that could be envisaged in this connection:

1. the discussion and adoption by the General Assembly of the

'(UnIted Nations of a convention to be submitted later, for their

accession, to the States Members of the United Nations, to States

Members of the specialized agencies which are not Members of the

Uni"bed Nations, and to the specialized agencies themselves;

2. the convening of a general conference of all the States

Members of the various specialized agencies~ which the specialized

agencies themselves would be invited to attend in a consultative

capacity so as to enable them to submit any Ob!3ervations and

suggestions that might be useful. :1lh18 conference would discuss and

adopt the text of a convention which it would propose for accession by

the states Members of the Dnited Nations and by States members of the

specialized agencies which are now Members of the United Nations.

The representatives of the specialized agencies felt that the second

method ws 'preferable because it enabled the latter and, those of their

members which were not yet Members of -the United Nat5.ons, to participate

more fully 5.n the dxaf'ting and discussion of the Convention.

Moreove:r. , the first method ante,iled later accession by the

specialized agencies. SOille of the organizations concerned considered that

the need for formal accession by the spec:l.al:i.zed agencies and the delays and

difficulties which this method would ineVitably entail could be avoided if

the Convention were adopted by a conference at which all the in'cerested

parties were represented.

lIt :remains
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It remains for the General Assembly of the United Nations to take the

final decision on the procedure to be followed. If it were to decide in

favour of holding a general conference of the specialized agencies, it would

be advisable to convene the conference in New York during the closing

days of the General Assembly and· so save most of the representatives a

special journey, thus reducing the expenses to a minimum.

Since the meetings in March 1947, the United Nations Secretariat has

received certain oomments and suggestions on the original draft convention.

The International Labour Organization reported that the draft had been

submitted to its Conferenoe, which met in Geneva between 19 June and 11 July

1947, and that the latter had decided to lIsuspend taking any further action

on the proposed convention on priVileges and immunities of the International

Labour Organization in order to permit of the adoption under the auspices of

the United Nations of a single general Convention on the priVileges and

irnmunities of the specialized agencies ll
• The draft general Convention

submitted was considered acceptable though a reservation was made on the

clause concerning denunciation- a clause which has since been amended to

meet the wishes of the International Labour Organization. This Organization

. also formally approved the prooedure of adopting the Convention at a special

conference. Similarly, the International Civil Aviation Organization has

indicated that its first General Assembly has approved the draft Convention

in principle as a basis of disoussion for the adoption of a final convention,

either by a general conference of the Members of the United Nations and the

specialized agencies or by the United Nations General Assembly. The

Director"Genera,l of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural

Organization, after having submitted the draft to the Executive Committee,

has agreed to the method whereby a single instrument would be adopted at a

special conference; this prooedure was in harmony with the wishes expressed

by the UNESCO Conference and seemed the most expedient method of enouring

the desired unification in regard to privileges and immunities. The Food

and Agriculture Organization will submit the draft to its General Assembly

which will meet on 25 August 1947.

A second meeting of the representatives of the specialized agencies

was held at Lake Suocess on 23 July 1947, and a draft amended in accordance

with the observations and proposals made was adopted. This draft, which

is now beinG su.bmitted to the United Nations General Assembly (see Annex)

falls strictly within the framework of the Convention on Privileges and

Immunities of the United Nations, and reproduces most of its provisions.

As, however, this instrument is to apply to the various specialized agencies

which have already been or will be brought into relationship with the

lTnited Nations, provision had to be made for a special procedure for accession

/whereby
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whereby the Convention could be extended to cover any new agencies which

might be brought into relationship with the United Nations} or limited to

certain specialized agencies designated by name. This procedure is provided

for in the final article of the draft.

It should be mentioned in this connection that the representatives of

the Bank and the Fund held the view that the benefits of the Convention

should be extended to all the international organizations represented at the

Lake Success meetings without it being necessary to adopt the criterion in

Article 57 of the Charter, and to stipulate that the Convention would apply

to the specialized agencies only after they had been brought into relationship

with the United Nations. Moreover, the draft submitted makes no provision

for formal accession by the specialized agencies. As was pointed out at

the beginning of this report, most of the organizations concerned have

considered it preferable not to specify that they are parties to the

Convention. The q~estion of the approval of the Convention by the respective

assemblies of the specialized agencies has, however} not yet been finally
settled.

Special Observations

I, The initial draft prepared b,y the Secretariat of the United Nations

referred to the legal personality and to the capacity of the specialized

agencies, This capacity, however, was granted within the limits of the

~urposes enVisaged in the respective basic instruments. The debates showed

that any such limitation might lead to discussions in the courts on the

subject of the purposes and aims of' the s~ecialized agencies. In these

circumstances, most of the organizations concerned asked for the'deletion

from the General Convention of any reference to legal personality as they

preferred to rely on the appropriate provisions of the basic instruments.

2. As some of the specialized agencies may be called upon to institute

legal proceedings and must, because of their special functions, be liable,

in certain casss, to servioe of process, it has been provided in section 4
of the draft Convention that immunity from legal process shall apply only

within the limitations prOVided for in the basic instrument of each

specialized agency whenever such instrument contained formal and spec1~ic

restrictions in this respect.

3. As regards personal immunity~ it had to be borne in mind that the

Executive COlli1cil or Board of some specialized agencies may include members

who are not representatives of States. This is the case as regards the

International Labour Organization. Article IV of the draft general

Convention has accordingly been drafted so as to include all members of

Executive Councils.

4. In conformity with section 28 of the Convention on the Privileges and

/ImmUIlities
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Immunities of the United Nations, whereby the provisions regarding

United Nations laissez-passer may be applied to the officials of specialized

agencies, the draft Convention provides that officials of specialized

agencies shall be entitled to use the United Nations laissez-passer in

conformity with administrative arrangements to be concluded between the

Secretary-General of the United Nations and the competent authorities of the

specialized agencies. Article VII of the draft gives the officials and

experts of specialized agencies the same privileges in this respect as are

granted to officials and experts of the United Nations.

5. Section 40 of the draft provides that the Convention shall not

prejud'ice the privileges and immuni ties accorded to specialized agencies

either by virtue of their basic instruments or by reason of the special

nature of their functions. It should be recalled in this respect that

Resolution 22 (I) D of 13 February 1946 expressly referred to the sp~cial

privileges which may be needed by certain specialized agencies. Moreover, it

is certain that the provisions contained in the various basic instruments

could only be modified by special agreement with the states which are parties

to them.

The draft Convention, while establishing the standard inJID.unities needed

by the various specialized agencies, at the same time makes it easier to

define the special immunities required for discharging the particular

functions of any of the organizations concerned. It will thus facilitate

the task of revising the provisions already in force and of formUlating the

recommendations to be made in this connection.

/ANNEX
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ANNEX

CONVENTION ON 'IRE PRIVILEGES A1.'JD IMMUIIJITIES

OF THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES

vlEIEREAS the specialized agencies which have already been or will be

brought into relationship with the United Nations inaccordance with

Articles 57 and 63 of the Charter should enjoy such privileges and

immunities as are necessary for the independent exercise of their functions;

DESIROUS of giving effect to the Resolution adopted by the General

Assembly of the United Nations on 13 February 1946 contemplating the

unification as far as possible of the privileges and iu~unities enjoyed

by the United Nations and the various specialized agencies;

h~EAS for the purpose of implementing the aforesaid resolution,

consultations have taken place oetween the Secretary-General of the

United Nations and representatives of the specialized agencies;

THEREFORE, by a Resolution adopted on • • •• •• • • • •

the Conference on the Privileges and Immunities of the specialized agencies

has approved the following Convention and proposed it for accession by all

Members of the United Nations or any other Member of a specialized agency.

ARTICLE I

DEFINITION

Section 1

In this Convention the term "specialized agencY" means an agency

referred to in Article 57 of the Charter, which has been Drought into

relationship with the United Nations in accordance with the provisions of

Article 63 of the Charter.

ARTICLE II

PROPERTY, FUNDS AND ASSETS

Section 2

The specialized agencies, their property and assets wherever located

and by whoIDsoever held, shall enjoy immunity from every form of legal

process except insofar as in any particUlar case they have expressly waived

their immunity. It is, however, understood that no waiver of immunity shall

extend to any measure of execution.

Section ~

The premises of the specialized agencies shall be inviolable. The

property and assets of the specialized agencies, wherever located and by

vrhomsoever held, shall De immune from search, requisition, confiscation,

expropriation and any other form of interference, whether by executive)

administrative, judicial or legislative action.

ISection 4

M'M t
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Section 4
The immunities provided for in Sections 2 and 3 of the present Article

shall apply only within the limitations provided for in the basic instrument

of each specialized agency whenever such instrument contains formal and

s~ecific restrictions in this respect.

Section 5
The archives of the specialized agencies, and in general all documents

belonging to them or held by them, shall be inviolable wherever located.

Section 6
\{ithout being restricted by financial controls, regulations or moratoria

of any kind,

(a) the specialized agencies may hold"'funds , __ sold or currency'of nny

kind and operate 8ccotUltS in any currency;

(b) the specialized agencies shall be free to transfer their funds,

gold or currency from one country to another or 'l'Tithin any country and

to convert any currency held by them into any other currency.

Section 7

In exercising their rights under Section 6 above, tlle specialized

agencies shall pay due regard to any representations made by the Government

of any acceding State insofar as it is considered that effect can be given

to such representations vTi thout detriment to their interests.

Section 8

The specialized agencies, their assets, income ana. other property

shall be:

(a) exempt fromeall direct taxes; it is understood, hOvTever, that the

specialized agencies will not claim exemption from taxes vmich are,

in fact, no more than charges for public utility services;

(b) exempt from customs duties and prohibitions and restrictions on

imports and exports in respect of articlos imported or exported by the

specialized agencies for their official use, It is understood, however,

that articles imported under such exemption v1ill not be sold in the

country into which they 'trere imported except under conditions agreed

with the Government of that country;

(c) exempt from customs duties and prohibitions and restrictions on

imports and exports in respect of their publications.

Section 9

"Jhile the specialized agencies vTill not, as a general rule, claim

exemption from excise duties Gnd from. taxes on the sale of movable and

immovable proporty which form part of the price to be :paid, nevertheless when

the specialized agencies are making important purchases for official use of

/property
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property on which such taxes have been charged or are chargeable, acceding

States will, whenever possible, make appropriate administrative arrangements

for the remission or return of the amount of duty or tax.

ARTIOLE III

FAOILITIES IN RESPEOT OF CO.MMUNIOATIONS

Section 10

The specialized agencies shall enjoy in the territory of each accediu8

State for their official communications treatment not less favourable than

that accorded by the Government of such State to any other Government

including its diplomatic mission in the matter of priorities} rates and taxes

on mails, cables, telegrams, radiograms, telephotos,tolephone and other

communications, and press rates for information to the press and radio.

S*ection 11

No censorship shall be applied to the official correspondence and other

official communications of the specialized agencies.

The specialized agencies shall have the right to use codes and to

despatch and receive correspondence by courier or in bags, which ehall

have the same immunities and privileges as diplomatic couriers and bags.

Nothing in this Section shall be construed to preclude the adoption

of appropriate security precautions to oe determined by agreement between

an acceding State and a specialized agency.

ARTICLE IV

THE REPRESENTATIVES OF MEMBERS AND MEMBERS OF GOVERNING BODIES

Section 12

Representatives of Members at meetings convened by a specialized agency

and members of its governing pody shall, while exercising their functions

and during their journeys to and from the place of meeting, enjoy the

following privileges and immunities:

(a) immunity from personal arrest or detention and from seizure of

their personal 'baggage, and in re~:poct of ''lOrds spoken or written

and all acts done by them in their official capacity, immunity from

legal process of every kind;

(b) inviolaoility for all papers and documentsj

(c) the right to use codes and to receive papers or correspondence PY

courier or in sealed bags;

(d) exemption in respect of themselves and their spouses fro~

immigration restrictions) aliens' registration or national service

obligations in the State they are visiting or through which they are

passing in the exercise of their functions;

(e) the same facilities in respect of currency or exchange restrictions

as are accorded to representatives of foreign governments on temporary

/official
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official missions;

(f) the same immunites and facilities in respect of their personal

baggage as are accorded to diplomatic envoys, and also;

(g) such other privileges, immunities and facilities not inconsistent

with the fonegoing as diplomatic envoys enjoy, except that they shall

have no right to claim exemption from customs duties on goods imported

(otherwise than as part of their personal baggage) or from excise

duties or sales taxes.

Section 13

In order to secure for the representatives of Members of the

specialized agencies at meetings convened by them and for members of t~eir

governing bodies complete freedom of speech and independence in the di~charge

of their duties, the immunity from legal prccess in respect of words spoken

or written and all acts done by them in discharging their duties shall continue

to be accorded, notwithstanding that the persons concerned a:c.:: no longer

engaged in the discharge of such duties.

Section 14

Where the incidence of any form of taxation depends upon residence,

periods during which the representatives of Members of the specialized

agencies at .meetings convened 'by them;, End the membors of. their governing

bodies are present in a State for the discharge of their duties shall not

be considered as periods of residence.

Section 15

Privileges and immunities are accorded to the persons coming within

the scope of this Article, not for the personal benefit of the individuals

themselves, but in order to safeguard the independent exercise of their

functions in connection with the specialized agencies. Consequently, a

Member not only has the right but is under a duty to waive the iIllll1unity

of its representative in any case where, in the opinion of the Member, the

innnunity 'Would impede the course of justice, and it can be waived without

prejudice to the purpose for v7hich the immunity is accorded.

In like manner, the governing bodY of the specialized agency not

only has the right but is under a duty to waive the immunity of any

member of such governing body who is not representative of a State in

any case where, in the opinion of the governing body, the immunity would

impede the course of justice, and it can be waived without prejudice to

the purpose for which the immunity is accorded.

Section 16

The provisions of Sections 12, 13 and 14 are not applicable in

relation to the authorities of a State of which the person is a national

for of which

~ml&Ytx·.
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or of which he is or has been a representative.

Section 17
In this Article the expression "representatives" shall be deemed to

include all delegates, alternates, advisers, technical e~ertB and

secretaries of delegations, and the term "members of their governing

'bodies ll shall include any deputy or alternate members thereof.

ARTICLE V
OFFICIALS

Section 18

In this Convention, the term" IIExecutlvs" head 11 meens the director-general

or official of comparable rank of each specialized agency, and the term
11 "
assistant executive heads ll means the assistant directors-general or officials

?! comparable rank of each specialized agency.

Section 12
The Executive head of each specialized agenoy will specify the

categories of officials to which the provisions of this Article and of

Article VIr shall apply. He shall submit these oategories to the governing

body of the specialized agency concerned and shall communicate them

thereafter to the governments of all Members and to the Secretary-General

of the United Nations. The names of the officials inclUded in these

categories shall from time to time be made kno~n to the governments of

Members.

Section 20

Officials of the specialized agencies shall:

(a) be immune from legal process in respect of words spoken O~ written

and all acts performed by them in their official ca~acity;

(b) be exempt from taxation on the salaries and emoluments paid to

them by the specialized asency;

(c) be immune, together with their spouses and relatives dependent on

them, from innnigration restrictions and alien registration;

(d) be accorded the same privileges in respect of exchange facilities

as are accorded to the officials of comparable ranks forming parts

of diplomatic missions to the governments concerned;

(e) be given, together with their spouses and relatives dependent on

them, the same repatriation facilities in time of international crisis

as diplomatic envoys;

(f) have the right to :import free of duty their furniture and effects

at the time of first taking up their post in the country in question.

Section 21

The officials of the specialized agencies shall be exempt from national

/service
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service obligations, provided that, in relation to the States of which

they-are nationals, such exemption shall be confined to officials of the

specialized agencies whose names have, by reason of their duties, been

placed upon a list compiled by the Executive head of the specialized agency

and approved by the State concerned.

Should other officials of specialized agencies be called up·for

national service, the State concerned, shall, at the re'luest of the specialized

agency concerned, grant such temporary deferments in the call-Up of such

officials as may be necessary to avoid interruption in the continuation of

essential vTork.

SClction 22

In addition to the immunities and privileges specified in Sections 20

and 21, the Executive head and assistant executive heads of the specialized

agencies shall be accorded in respect of themselves, their spouses and mdnor

children, the privileges and immunities, exemptions and facilities accorded

to diplomatic envoys, in accordance with the international law.

Section 2}

Privileges and immunities are granted to officials in the interests

of the specialized agencies only and not for the personal benefit of the

individuals themselves. The Executive head of each specialized. agency

shall have the right and the duty to waive the immunity of any official

in any case where, in his opinion, the immunity would impede the course

of justice and can be waived without prejudice to the interests of the

specialized agency. In the case of the Executive head, the governing body

of the specialized agency. shall have the right to waive immunity.

Section 24
Each Bp~cialized agency shall co-operate at all times with the

appropriate authorities of Members to facilitate the proper administration

of justice, secure the observance of police regulations and. prevent the

occurrence of any abuses in connection. with the privileges, immunities and

facilities mentioned in this Article.

ARTICLE VI

EXPERTS ON MISSIONS FOR 'l'HE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES

Section 25
Experts (other than officials coming 1.,rithin the scope of Article V)

performing missions for a specialized agency shall be accorded such

privileges and i:mmunities as are necessary for the indeIlendent exercise of

their functions during the period of their missions, inclUding the time

spent on journ~ys in connection with their missions. In particular they

shall be accorded:

/(a) i:mmunity
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(a) innnunity from personal. arrest or detention and from seizure of'

their personal baggage;

(b) in respect of 'Words spoken or witten and acts done by them in the

course of the performance of their mission, immunity from legal

process of every kind. This immunity from legal process shall

continue to be accorded notWithstanding that the persons concerned

ore no lODger employed on missions for a speciolizedogency;

(c) inviolability for all papers and documents;

(d) for the purpose of their communications with the specialized agency

concerned, the right to use codes and to receive papers or

correspondence by courier or in sealed bags;

(e) the same facilities in respect of currency or exchange restrictions

as are accorded to representatives of foreign governments on temporary

official missions;

(f) the same immunities and facilities in respect of their personal

baggage as are accorded to diplomatic envoys.

Section 26

PriVileges and immunities are granted to experts in the interests of

the specialized agencies and not for the personal benefit of the indiViduals

themselves. The Executive head of each specialized agency concerned shall

have the right and the duty to waive the immunity of any expert in any case

Where, in his opinion, the immunity would impede the course of justioe and

it can be waived without prejudice to the interests of the specialized agency.

ARTICLE VII

LAISSEZ-PASSER

Section 27

Officials of the specialized agencies shall be entitled to use the

United Nations laissez-passer in conformity with administrative arrangements

to be concluded between the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the

competent authorities of the specialized agencies to which agenoies speoial

powers to issue laissez-~assermay be delegated. The Secretary-General of

the United Nations shall notifY each acceding State of each administrative

arrangement so concluded.

Section 28

States acceding to this Convention shall recognize and accept the

United Nations laissez-passer issued to officials of the Bpeoialized agenoies

as valid travel documents.

Section 29

Applications for visas, where reiluired)lfl'om officials of specialized.

agencies holding United Nations laissez-passer, when accompanied by a

/certificate
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certificate that they are travelling on the business of a spocialized

agency, shall be dealt with as speedily as possible. In addition, such

~ersonB shall be granted facilities for speedy travel.

Section 30

Similar facilities to those specified in Section 29 shall be

acoorded to experts and other persons who, though not the holders of

United Nations laissez-passer, have a certificate that they are travelling

on the business of a specialized agency.

Section 31

The Executive heads, Assistant Executive heads, heads of departments

and officials of comparable rank of the specialized agencies travelling

on United Nations laissez~passer on the business of the specialized agencies

shall be granted the same facilities as are accorded to diplomatic envoys.

ARTICEL VIII

SETrLEMENT OF DISPUTES

Section 32
Each specialized agency shall make provision for appropriate modes

of settlement of:

(a) disputes arising out of contracts or other disputes of a private

law character to which the specialized agency is a party;

(b) disputes involving any official of a specialized agency who by

reason of his official position enjoys immunity, if immunity has

not been waived in accordance with the provisions of Section 23.

Section 33

All differences arising out of the interpretation or application of

the present Convention shall be referred to the International Court of Justice,

unless in any case it is agreed by the parties to have recourse to another

mode of settlement. If a difference arises between one of the specialized

agencies on the one hand, and a Member on the other hand, a request shall

be made for an advisory opinion on any legal question lnvolved in accordance

with Article 96 of the Charter and Article 65 of the Statute of the Court

and the relevant provisions of the agreements concluded botween the

United Nations and the specialized agency concerned. The opinion given by

the Court shall be accepted as decisive by the parties.

FINAL ARTICLE

Section 34

This Oonvention is submitted to every Member of the United Nations Dnd

to every Member of one or more specialized agencies for accession.

Section 35

Accession shall be effected by deposit of an instrument with the

/Secretary~General
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Secretary-General of the United Nations, and the Convention shall come into·

force as regards each acceding State on the date of deposit of its

instrument of accession.

Section 36
SUbject to the provisions of paragraph 2 of this Section, each

acceding State undertakes to apply tho present Convention to·all

specialized agencies which, at the time of the deposit of its instrument

of accession, fall within the scope of the definition given in Section 1

of Article r.
Each acceding State may, however, at the time of accession, designate

those specialized agencies to which it,undertakes to apply the provisions

of the present Convention.

Each acceding State may subsequently, by a declaration cormnunicated

to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, extend the provisions of

the present Convention to any specialized agency brought into relationship

with the United Nations in conformity with Article 63 of the Charter,

after the deposit of its instrument of accession, or Which, though already

brought into relationship With the United Nations, was not included in

the designation provided for in the preceding paragraph.

Section 37
The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all Members

of the United Nations, as well as all Members of any of the specialized

agencies and the specialized agencies themselves, of the deposit of each

accession. He ~hall also communicate to them the designation and

declarations provided for in the foregoing section.

Section 38
It is understood that, when an instrument of accession is deposited

on behalf of any Member) the Member will be in a pOSition under its own

law to give effect to the terms of this Convention.

Section 39
Subject to the provisions of paragraph 2 of this Section, each

acceding State undertakes to apply the present Oonvention, in conformity

with the provisions of Section 36, until such time as a revised Convention

shall haye been approved and the said State shall haye become a party to

this revised Convention.
Each acceding State, however, which is not or has ceased to be a

member of a specialized agency, may decide to withhold from that specialized

agency the benefits of the present Convention. The Secretary-General of the

United Nations shall be notified in writing of such a docision. The

notification shall take effect three months from the date of receipt. Ji

/The Secretary-General
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The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all

States acceding to the Convention and each of the specialized agenoies

concerned of any notification transmitted to him under the preceding

paragraph.

Section 40

The provisions of this Convention shall not in any way limit or

prejudice the privileges and immunities which have been or may hereafter

be accorded by any acceding State to any specialized ag'ency in its basic

instrument or by reason of the special nature of its functions or the

location of its head office or regional offices •

..
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