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L e t t e r dated 2? February 1976 from: the Permanent 
Representative of Indonesia to the U n i t e d Nations 
O f f i c e a t Geneva addressed to the D i r e c t o r of the: 

D i v i s i o n of Human Rig h t s 

With reference to the charges made by the Permanent Representative of P o r t u g a l 
contained i n h i s l e t t e r to the D i r e c t o r of the D i v i s i o n of Human Rig h t s r e g a r d i n g the 
question of the 23 Portuguese s o l d i e r s detained i n East Timor (DOC. E/CN .4/I203), I 
have the honour to s t a t e the p o s i t i o n of the Indonesian Government on t h i s i s s u e f o r 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n of a l l i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s as f o l l o w s ; 

1. The problem of 23 Portuguese s o l d i e r s detained i n East Timor has 
emerged as a consequence of the armed c o n f l i c t and c i v i l s t r i f e 
which took place i n East Timor s t a r t i n g i n August o f , l a s t year. 
I n f a c t , t h i s problem i s p a r t of the much wider and more t r a g i c 
problem of f r a t r i c i d e and d e s t r u c t i o n , of thousands of refugees 
seeking safe haven across the border and of a countless number 
of people h e l d c a p t i v e by the various p a r t i e s to the c o n f l i c t , 
a l l r e s u l t i n g from a s i t u a t i o n f o r which P o r t u g a l , as the 
a d m i n i s t e r i n g power of the t e r r i t o r y at that time, cannot evade 
f u l l and so l e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . 

2. I t can be c l e a r l y seen, t h e r e f o r e , as has been s t a t e d on s e v e r a l 
Occasions, that the Government of Indonesia cannot be h e l d 
r e s p o n s i b l e i n whatever way concerning the question r e f e r r e d to 
abovoj as i t had no p a r t i n the o r i g i n s of the problem, nor 
d i r e c t competence i n s o l v i n g the consequences thereof. From 
the beginning, t h i s problem has been and continues to be one 
between the Portuguese Government and those p a r t i e s d i r e c t l y : 
i n v o l v e d i n the c o n f l i c t s i t u a t i o n i n East Timor. Hence, w i t h 
the establishmen":; of the present p r o v i s i o n a l government of 
East Timor i t i s a problem f o r which the Portuguese Government 
should a p p r o p r i a t e l y endeavour to r e s o l v e d i r e c t l y w i t h the 
de f a c t o a u t h o r i t i e s i n D i l i . 
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Hevertlïeless, based on humanitarian c o n s i d e r a t i o n s and i n conforiúlty 
w i t h the s p i r i t of the Rome Agreement, concluded between the F o r e i g n 
M i n i s t e r s of Indonesia and P o r t u g a l on the 2nd November 1975» "the 
Indonesian Government has undertaken to make every p o s s i b l e e f f o r t 
to persuade the UDT P a r t y to e f f e c t the r e l e a s e of s a i d detainees'. 

A f t e r the formation of the p r o v i s i o n a l Government of East Timor on 
December 17, 1975» continued contacts have been and are being made 
w i t h the competent a u t h o r i t i e s i n D i l i by the Indonesian Government 
to endeavour an e a r l y s e l u t i o n of t h i s problem.: : Meanwhile, the 
Indonesian Government has been informed by. the ̂ p r o v i s i o n a l Government 
of East Timor that the detainees w i l l be allowed-to send personal 
messages to t h e i r r e l a t i v e s i n P o r t u g a l . 

The Indonesian Government, t h e r e f o r e , c a t e g o r i c a l l y r e j e c t s any 
a l l e g a t i o n or i n t i m a t i o n q u e s t i o n i n g the s i n c e r i t y of i t s e f f o r t s 
to a s s i s t i n the s o l u t i o n of t h i s problem. 

I t may b e ' i n s t r u c t i v e to note: t h a t ' w h i l e on the one hand.the 
Indonesian Government i s c o n t i n u i n g to l e n d i t s s i n c e r e co-operation 
i n t r y i n g to r e s o l v e the problem of the 23 Portuguese detainees, the 
Portuguese Government on the other hand has c o n s i s t e n t l y r e f u s e d 
to consider any request by the UDT or any other p a r t y i n East Timor, 
to h e l p i n r e s o l v i n g the problem of t h e i r members.being detained by 
t h e i r opponents, i . e . the F r e t i l i n , w i t h which the Portuguese 
Government.continues to maintain c l o s e contact throughout. I n t h i s . 
l i g h t , t h e r e f o r e , i t i s indeed d i f f i c u l t to comprehend the i n c o n s i s t e n c y 
of the Portuguese Government i n attempting to blame the Indonesian 
Governm^ent f o r i t s e f f o r t s w h i l e c l e a r l y demonstrating i t s own 
re l u c t a n c e to co-operate or even to communicate d i r e c t l y w i t h those 
parties,, immediately concerned i n order to f i n d an appropriate, s o l u t i o n 
to the,pi"oblem of detainees. 

The Indonesian Government would f u r t h e r l i k e to draw the a t t e n t i o n of 
the Commission on Human Rig h t s to the f a c t t h a t i n the humanitarian 
context i t i s Indonesia which has s h e l t e r e d tens of thousands of 
refugees of East Timor, p r o v i d i n g them w i t h food, c l o t h i n g , .housing 
and medical care, ever since armed c o n f l i c t broke out i n East Timor. 

Out of these numbers, about 10,000 refugees s t i l l remain i n Indonesian 
Timor while the others have, w i t h Indonesian a s s i s t a n c e , returned t o 
t h e i r v i l l a g e s . I t i s remarkable t h a t P o r t u g a l while c l a i m i n g 
continued r e c o g n i t i o n as the a d m i n i s t e r i n g power i n East Timor,; has 
never shown any i n t e r e s t .in the' w e l l - b e i n g of these refugees,, which i s 
indeed i n sharp contrast w i t h ' i t s concern f o r the 23 Portuguese 
detainees, 
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6 . I t may a l s o be r e l e v a n t to observe that at present i n a wider context, 
e f f o r t s are being made by the Secretary-General of the Uni t e d Nations, 
and s p e c i f i c a l l y by Mr. V. Winspeare G n i c c i a r d i i n h i s c a p a c i t y as 
S p e c i a l Representative of the Secretary-General, to o b t a i n a s o l u t i o n 
to the question of East Timor. I n viev; of t h i s , P o r t u g a l ' s motives 
i n s u b m i t t i n g the question of the 23 detainees, indeed a minor p a r t 
of the e n t i r e problem of East Timor, before the Commission on Human 
R i g h t s , cannot but he h e l d i n serious doubt, as t h i s a c t i o n can on l y 
complicate and obstruct the e f f o r t s of the Secretary-General as 
r e f e r r e d to above i n t r y i n g to achieve an i n t e g r a l s o l u t i o n to the 
problem of East Timor. 

I would appreciate i t very much i f the t e x t of t h i s l e t t e r could be c i r c u l a t e d 
an o f f i c i a l document of the Thirty-second Session of the Commission on Human R i g h t s . 

(Signed) A l i ALATAS 




