
UNITED NATIONS 

ECONOMIC 
AND : k , ; ^ ^ ^ 

SOCIAL C'OU^C 

D i s t r . 
GENERAL 
E/CN.4/1203-. 
5 February 1976 

ENGLISH ' 
O r i g i n a l s FRENCH 

COMMISSION ON HDMAN RIGHTS 
Thirty-second session 
Item 13 of the p r o v i s i o n a l agenda 

QUESTION OF THE VIOIATION OF HDMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL 
FREEDOMS, INCLUDING POLICIES OP RACIAL DISCRIMINATION AND 

SEGREGATION AND OF APARTHEID, IN ALL COUNTRIES, WITH 
PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO COLONIAL AND OTHER DEPENDENT 

COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES 

L e t t e r of 27 January 197^ 8,ddressed t o the D i r e c t o r of the 
D i v i s i o n of Human Rig h t s from the Permanent Representative 

of P o r t u g a l t o the Un i t e d Nations O f f i c e at Geneva 

On the i n s t r u c t i o n s of my Govermnent I have the honour to set f o r t h below the 
main f a c t s concerning the s i t u a t i o n of the 25 Portuguese s o l d i e r s detained on Timor 
since September l a s t year, 

1, During the t r a n s f e r of the Portuguese a d m i n i s t r a t i o n from Timor t o the i s l a n d 
of Atauro, a group of 19 Portuguese m i l i t a r y men, accompanied by the wife and 
daughter of one of them, vias imprisoned on 27 August 1975 hy members of the 
Uniao Democrática de Timor (UDT) near Batugadé, and aré s t i l l being h e l d t h e r e , 

2, On 5 September another group c o n s i s t i n g of f i v e Portuguese s o l d i e r s took refuge 
at Atambua with the a u t h o r i z a t i o n of the Indonesian a u t h o r i t i e s ; t h i s i s near 
the f r o n t i e r , on Indonesian t e r r i t o r y . 

The Indonesian a u t h o r i t i e s have agreed that the Government of Timor may send 
a plane to p i c k them up i n Atambua, 

However, reneging on t h e i r undertaking, the Indonesian a u t h o r i t i e s r e f u s e d to 
allox̂ í the f i v e s o l d i e r s to board the plane, and took them to Kupang (the ca.pital 
of Indonesian Timor), s t a t i n g that they were doing so on the orders of t h e i r 
Government. 

The a u t h o r i t i e s subsequently took the s o l d i e r s to Batugadé, s t a t i n g that they 
d i d so at the l a t t e r ' s request, and handed them over to UÏÏD. 

3 ' At the end of October one of the s o l d i e r s was re l e a s e d together with h i s v/ife 
and daughter. The other 23 continued to be h e l d i n detention f o r no reason v/hatsoever. 

4. The Portuguese Government considers that there are se r i o u s charges against 
the Indonesian a u t h o r i t i e s i n t h i s a f f a i r of the 23 s o l d i e r s detained by the UDT. 
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The proofs are the t r a n s f e r t o ÜDT of the 5 s o l d i e r s who had taken refuge 
at Atambua, and r e p o r t s , some from r e l i a b l e sources, that there were Portuguese 
s o l d i e r s on the Indonesian t e r r i t o r y of Timor, no t a b l y at Atapupu where at one 
time they were p i :ced under the p r o t e c t i c ; ; of the Indonesian p o l i c e . 

5 . The Portuguese Government has sent a note on 1 October 1 9 7 5 to the Indonesian 
Government requesting the immediate r e p a t r i a t i o n of the detained s o l d i e r s . 

In i t s r e p l y of 5 0 October, the Indonesian Government confined i t s e l f to 
recounting i t s e f f o r t s to mediate between the Portuguese Government and UDT and 
annexed to i t s note a statement by the leader of the UDT p a r t y which imposed c o n d i t i o n s 
f o r the r e l e a s e .of the detained persons that vrere beyond the a b i l i t y of the Portuguese 
Government to comply w i t h , such as the previous r e l e a s e of UDT members who had been 
imprisoned by the Frente de Libertaçâo de Timor (РБЕ Т И Ш). 

6. The Portuguese M i n i s t e r f o r F o r e i g n A f f a i r s r a i s e d the problem of the 
25 detained s o l d i e r s during t a l k s w i t h h i s Indonesian colleague i n Rome on 
1 and 2 November 1 9 7 5 . . , 

On that occasion Mr, M a l i k aûicnowledged that the question was-of the great e s t 
importance f o r P o r t u g a l , and promised that he would do a l l he could with UDT to 
ob t a i n the r a p i d r elease of the p r i s o n e r s . 

7 . On 22 October my Government made i n s i s t e n t r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s to the''Indonesian 
Government with a vievj to o b t a i n i n g a r e p l y to the note r e f e r r e d to i n paragraph 5 . 

At the same time, the Portuguese Government c a t e g o r i c a l l y r e j e c t e d the 
statements a t t r i b u t e d t o the head of UDT t o the e f f e c t that the p a r t y would be f o r c e d 
to take " p u n i t i v e a c t i o n against the p r i s o n e r s " i f P o r t u g a l i n s i s t e d on o b t a i n i n g 
t h e i r r e l e a s e without t a k i n g a^ccount of the p o s i t i o n of UDT and i t s a l l i e s . 

8. In October, the President of the Portuguese Republic i n v i t e d the Indonesian 
Ambassador to Lisbon on two occasions to request the i n t e r v e n t i o n of Indonesia 
i n order to secure the r e l e a s e of the deta.ined persons. 

9 . On 1 5 December, the Portuguese Government requested the Governments of.nine 
f r i e n d l y c o u n t r i e s to mediate with Indonesia t o obt a i n the immediate release of 
the Portuguese s o l d i e r s . 

Representations have been made simultaneously at Lisbon by the Secretary-General 
of the M i n i s t r y f o r F o r e i g n A f f a i r s to the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the Un i t e d S t a t e s , 
U n i t e d Kingdom, France, Netherlands, Y u g o s l a v i a , F e d e r a l Republic of Germany, Japan, 
I n d i a and A u s t r a l i a and by our Permanent Representative i n Nev/ York to the 
Permanent Representatives of those c o u n t r i e s as w e l l as of Tanzania,. 

10. The Portuguese-Minister f o r F o r e i g n A f f a i r s has a l s o r a i s e d the question i n 
New York with the Secretary-General of the Un i t e d Nations and requested h i s 
i n t e r v e n t i o n on humanitarian grounds. 

11. The Portuguese, Government has l i k e w i s e requested the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Gommittee 
of the Red Cross (CICR) to intervene. 
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12. The r e p l i e s from the c o u n t r i e s to which the rep r e s e n t a t i o n s r e f e r r e d t o i n 
paragraph 9 were made may be summed up as f o l l o w s ; as the Portuguese s o l d i e r s are 
i n the hands of TJDT, the Indonesian Government refuses to accept any r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
f o r t h e i r continued imprisonment and r e g r e t s i t i s unable to take a c t i o n i n the 
matter. 

1 3 . The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Committee of the Red Cross has re c e i v e d no p o s i t i v e r e p l y 
from the Indonesian Government on the subject of the p r i s o n e r s . 

1 4 . I n vievf of the r e p l i e s r e f e r r e d to i n 12, my Government made r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s , 
through the Permanent Representative of Por t u g a l to the Un i t e d Nations, to the UDT 
leaders who had gone to New York, 

They s t a t e d that they were гяпаЬ1е to solve the problem which, according to 
them, was a matter f o r the Government of Indonesia alone since the p r i s o n e r s are 
on Indonesian t e r r i t o r y . 

1 5 . My Government has a l s o asked the Ambassador of B r a z i l at Djakarta to approach 
the Indonesian Government on the subject but there have been no r e s u l t s so f a r , 

1 6 . Furthermore the Portuguese Government has drawn the a t t e n t i o n of 
Mr. V. Winspeare G u i c c i a r d i , S p e c i a l Representative of the Secretary-General of 
the U n i t e d Nations, who has been asked to undertake a f a c t - f i n d i n g mission t o Timor, 
to the s i t u a t i o n of the 2 3 Portuguese s o l d i e r s with a view t o t h e i r r e l e a s e . 

The Portuguese a u t h o r i t i e s have thus made every e f f o r t and t r i e d every p o s s i b l e 
".venue to o b t a i n the re l e a s e of the 2 3 s o l d i e r s h e l d at Timor, without t a n g i b l e 
r e s u l t s , 

I t h e r e f o r e appeal t o you to take any a c t i o n that you may deem u s e f u l to s e t t l e 
t h i s case of the v i o l a t i o n of human r i g h t s as soon as p o s s i b l e , b r i n g i n g i t , i n 
p a r t i c u l a r , before the Commission on Human R i g h t s . 




