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A. Ш Ш В А Ь ASSEMBLY 

F i f t h r e g u l a r s e s s i o n (8-13 May. 1975) 

1. Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Ншап Rights 

Pursuant to A r t i c l e 52 ( f ) o f the Charter of the Organization of American States 
and A r t i c l e 9 ( b i s ) £ of i t s S t a t u t e , the Inter-American Commission on Hman Rights 
submitted i t s Annual Report f o r the year 1974 l / to the f i f t h r e g u l a r session of the 
General Assembly of the OAS. 

'Ihe r e p o r t i s d i v i d e d i n t o three s e c t i o n s , preceded by an i n t r o d u c t i o n that 
r e f e r s to the p r o v i s i o n s of the Charter of the Organization, the Statute of the 
Commission and the teims of R e s o l u t i o n XXII of the Second S p e c i a l Inter-American 
Conference, which govern the p r e s e n t a t i o n of the repo r t and a l s o provides a resume of 
the contents o f the document. 

Se c t i o n One, an i n n o v a t i o n added i n accordance vàth R e s o l u t i o n AG/RES . 171 (IV-O - 7 4 ) 
of the f o u r t h r e g u l a r s e s s i o n of the General Assembly, i n c l u d e s an account o f the 
o r i g i n , s t r u c t u r e , l e g a l bases and purposes of the Commission, as w e l l as a s-ummary of 
i t s budget and i t s r e l a t i o n s v/ith o t h e r organs o f the system and w i t h r e g i o n a l and 
world agencies o f the same k i n d . 

In accordance w i t h paragraph 4 of the aforementioned R s o l u t i o n XXII, P a r t I of 
Sec t i o n Two contains c o n s t i t u t i o n a l , l e g i s l a t i v e and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e p r o v i s i o n s and 
court d e c i s i o n s handed doxvn i n the American s t a t e s i n 1973 and 1974, which, i n the 
opi n i o n of the Commission, denote progress toward the attainment o f the o b j e c t i v e s set 
f o r t h i n the American D e c l a r a t i o n o f the Rights and Duties o f Man. 

Part I I of that same s e c t i o n i n d i c a t e s the areas i n v/hich i t i s recommended that 
measures be taken i n order to g i v e g r e a t e r e f f e c t to human r i g h t s . I'ihile r e c o g n i z i n g 
c e r t a i n advances i n some of the s o c i a l , economic and c-ultural r i g h t s , such as low-cost 
housing p r o j e c t s , improved, p u b l i c h e a l t h s e r v i c e s and new educ a t i o n a l techniques, the 
Commission recognized the f a c t that c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s are being s e r i o u s l y 
impaired. 

In t h i s respect the Commission, as i n i t s Annual Report f o r the previous year, 
remarked on the widespread use of v i o l e n c e as a means o f attempting to impose p o l i t i c a l 
and s o c i a l changes that has provoked s e r i o u s tind frequent v i o l a t i o n s to such ba s i c 
r i g h t s as the r i g h t to l i f e , l i b e r t y and personal s e c u r i t y , to freedom of opi n i o n and 
thought, as w e l l as of p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y the r i g h t to vote. 

The Commission gave s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n to the "apparently exaggerated" use of the 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l power granted to the Executive Branch - g e n e r a l l y -under the s u p e r v i s i o n 
of Congress - to imprison, remove o r e x p a t r i a t e persons on grounds of p o l i t i c a l 
s e c u r i t y . By t h i s means, men and women have been deprived o f t h e i r l i b e r t y f o r many 
months without the s l i g h t e s t charge being formulated against them and without t h e i r 
having been brought to t r i a l and, i n some cases, without l e g a l a s s i s t a n c e . 

A grave concern to the Cominission i s the p r a c t i c e of t r a n s f e r r i n g persons detained 
from one place o f imprisonment to another, o f t e n s i t u a t e d a great distance from one 
another, without the laiowledge o f t h e i r f a m i l i e s o r lawyers. 

1/ OEA/Ser.P/AG/doc.520/75. 
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By v i r t u e of these observations, the Commission deemed i t appropriate to 
recommend: 

1. That a l l the States i s s u e p r e c i s e r u l e s - i n accordance w i t h the 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l p r o v i s i o n s i n f o r c e - aimed at p r e v e n t i n g the d e p r i v a t i o n s of 
l i b e r t y ordered i n the e x e r c i s e of the povrers that the C o n s t i t u t i o n s u s u a l l y 
grant f o r e x c e p t i o n a l cases from being extended beyond what i s .absolutely 
necessary f o r the maintenance of the r e g u l a r l y e s t a b l i s h e d i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
order. 

2. That the necessaiy r u l e s be i s s u e d i n a l l the States - i n accordance w i t h 
the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l p r o v i s i o n s i n f o r c e - aimed at s p e c i f y i n g the scope of the 
w r i t of habeas corpus or "amparo" w i t h respect to persons detained i n the 
e x e r c i s e of s p e c i a l powers, e x c e p t i o n a l powers or s t a t e of siege, p r e s c r i b i n g 
t h a t the i n t e r p o s i t i o n of one of these appeals to a c i v i l judge o b l i g a t e s the 
a r r e s t i n g a u t h o r i t y i n a l l cases to b r i n g the person a r r e s t e d before the judge, 
to d e l i v e r to him a complete copy o f the a i r e s t order, to inform him s p e c i f i c a l l y 
v/here d e t e n t i o n i s t a k i n g p l a c e , and to e x h i b i t the documentation j u s t i f y i n g 
the r e g u l a r nature of the a r r e s t and inform him immediately of any subsequent 
t r a n s f e r to another p l a c e . 

3. That, i n a l l the States that do not possesLi an o r g a n i z a t i o n of t h i s type, 
there be e s t a b l i s h e d an o f f i c e that c e n t r a l i z e s infozBiation about persons deprived 
of t h e i r l i b e r t y on any grounds. To t h i s end, the o f f i c i a l s i n charge of the 
establishments i n which such persons happen to be, w i t h i n the short p e r i o d 
s p e c i f i e d and und.er the most severe r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , s h a l l send a d e t a i l e d r e p o r t 
concerning them, i n d i c a t i n g the name they say they have and that appearing on t h e i r 
i d e n t i t y document, i f the two are not the same; date of b i r t h ; complete address 
of t h e i r l a s t residence or that of t h e i r f a m i l y . The C e n t r a l O f f i c e should process 
a l l these data, as w e l l as those that are sent by cable or any other r a p i d means 
by the heads of such ostabld sliments w i t h i n 24 hours a f t e r any new a r r i v a l or 
discharge, so that i t can inform those who declare themselves to be r e l a t i v e s of 
the persons presumed to be detained or any attorney that r e q t i i r e s such data. 

I n compliance w i t h the aforementioned R e s o l u t i o n XXII, A r t i c l e I50 of the Charter 
oí the OAS and A r t i c l e 57 of i t s Regulations, Part I I I of the second s e c t i o n of the 
Armiial Report contains the appropriate observations to the General Assembly made w i t h 
respect to oases i n which v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s liave been proved and recommendations 
have been made to the governments concerned. The Annual Report f o r 1974 contains the 
r e s o l u t i o n on Case 1757 ( B o l i v i a ) . 

A t h i r d seoiiion provides more d e t a i l s on the a c t i v i t i e s of the Commission i n 1974 
and i s comprised of a synopsis of the cases bei n g processed, a review of the General 
Work Prograflmie of the Commission and other r e l e v a n t i n f o r m a t i o n . The purpose of tho 
s e c t i o n i a to enable the General Assembly to form a more accurate o p i n i o n of the o v e r a l l 
work c a r r i e d out by the Commission. 

At i t s s i x t h p l e nary s e s s i o n h e l d on 19 blay, 1975, the General Assembly of the 
Organization adopted the f o l l o w i n g r e s o l u t i o n : ,2/ • 

2/ 'AG/RES.192 (V-O/75). See OEA/Ser.P/V-O.2, V o l . , 1 , p. ЗО. 
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Ш Е GENERAL ASSEI'ffiLY 

HAVING SEEN the агтгяаХ r e p o r t presented to i t s f i f t h r e g u l a r session by the 
Inter-American Commission on Huaian Rights (AG/doc. 5 2 0 / 7 5 ) , 

To take note of the annual report of the Inter-A-merican Commission on 
Human Rights end to thanJc the Commission f o r the important vrork i t has been 
doing. 

2. Report of j h e Inter-Amerioan Coiamission on Hujnan. Rights on "The Status of 
Human Ri,?hts i n Chile'' 

The Permanent C o m i c i l of the OAS, on 4 Decsiber 1 9 7 4 ? took up the report o f the 
Commission on the examination i n loco that was c a r r i e d out 2 2 J u l y - 2 August 1 9 7 4 ? i n 
the Republic of C h i l e , 2 / and decided, i n t e r a l i a , "to r e f e r , i n due time, to the 
General Assembly, at i t s f i f t h r e g u l a r session, at the request of the Delegation, of C h i l e 
formulated i n that same meeting, the rep o r t of the Intei'-American Commission on Human 
Rights on the 'Status of Human Pághts i n C h i l e ' , the observations of the Government of 
C h i l e and any a d d i t i o n a l report of the Commission on those observations". _4/ 

" With respect to the Report of the Commission, at i t s s i x t h p l e n ary session h e l d on 
1 9 I-Iay 1 9 7 5 , the General Assembly of the Organization adopted the f o l l o w i n g resolutionà 

I t has r e c e i v e d tho rep o r t of the Inter-American Commission on Huriian Rights 
on "The Status of Human Rights i n C h i l e " , based upon m a t e r i a l s presented to the 
Commission by v a r i o i i s sources, i n c l u d i n g the Government of C h i l e , and on i t s 
i n s i t u i n v e s t i g a t i o n of the f a c t s d u r ing i t s v i s i t to C h i l e from 2 2 J u l y to 
2 August 1 9 7 4 1 

This r e p o r t , together w i t h the observations of the Government of C h i l e , was 
sent to the United Nations and was considered at the T h i r t y - f i r s t . Session of the 
United Nations Commission on Human R i g h t s ; 

As a resu.lt of t h i s c o n s i d e r a t i o n , i n which seven member States of the OAS 
took p a r t , the United Nations Commission on Human Rights imanimously decided to 
send a working group to C h i l e to study the present status of human r i g h t s i n that 
country; and 

RESOLVES: 

r e s o l u t i o n : ¿/ 

REPORT OP THE IHTER-AÍÍERICAN С0Ш1ТТЕЕ ON HUMAN RIGHTS ON 
"THE STATUS OP Ш М Ш RIGHTS IN CHILE" -

WHEREAS: 

1/ 
a / 
¿/ 

OE/i/Ser.L/v/lI . 3 4 , doc. 2 1 , c o r r . l 
OEA/Ser.G/CP/INP.607/74 

AG/RES.I90 (V-O/ 7 5 ) . See OEA/Ser. P/V - 0 - 2 , V o l , I , p, 2 7 

http://resu.lt
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Consequently, both the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and.the next 
s e s s i o n o f the General Assembly v i i l l have the a d d i t i o n a l b e n e f i t of a rep o r t based 
on fuarther i n v e s t i g a t i o n s to a s s i s t them i n t h e i r work i n the coming year, 

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

RESOLVES: 

1. To take note, w i t h a p p r e c i a t i o n , of the r e p o r t of the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights on "The Status of Human Rights i n C h i l e " , as w e l l as 
the observations of the Government of C h i l e on t h a t r e p o r t . 

2. To talce note, v/ith approval, of the acceptance by the Çk^vernment of 
C h i l e of the v i s i t o f the working group of the United Nations Commission on 
Human Ri g h t s . 

3. To r e s p e c t f u l l y c a l l upon a l l the governments, including..the Government 
of C h i l e , to continue to give the most c a r e f u l a t t e n t i o n to the suggestions and 
recommendations o f the Inter-American Commission concerning human r i g h t s . 

4. To. request the Inter-American Commission to secure, by a l l a ppropriate 
means, a d d i t i o n a l i n f o i m a t i o n , to consider that i n f o i m a t i o n , and to submit a r e p o r t 
on the st a t u s of human r i g h t s i n C h i l e to the next ,session o f the General Assembly, 
ens\3ring that the Government of C h i l e has reasonable time to : submit i t s own 
observations. 

B. INTER-AMERICAN CCMMISSION ON Н Ш Ш Г RIGHTS 

The Commission h e l d two r e g u l a r sessions d u r i n g the course o f the year 1975. 

1. The t h i r t y - f i f t h s e s s i o n ^ 

This s e s s i o n o f the lACHR took place 20-30 íüay 1975 i n V/ashington, B.C. exid was 
attended by a l l o f i t s members: Drs. Andrés A g u i l a r (Chairman), 
C a r l o s A. Dunshee de Abranches (Vice Chairman), Manuel B i a n c h i , Gabino Praga, 
J u s t i n o Jiménez de Aréchaga, Robert P. Woodward and Genaro R. Garrió. • 

The Commission i n i t i a t e d the study o f the denunciations that i t had r e c e i v e d since 
the c l o s e of the t h i r t y - f o v i r t h s e s s i o n and i n those cases deemed admissible, i t v;as 
decided to request e i t h e r a d d i t i o n a l data from the cleiimants o r the appropriate 
i n f o r m a t i o n from the governments concerned, according to the circimistances of the case. 

Likewise, the Commission continued i t s examination of cases already under 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n from previous sessions, which r e f e r r e d to a l l e g e d v i o l a t i o n s of human 
r i g h t s i n B o l i v i a , B r a z i l , C h i l e , Colombia, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Eo-uador, Guatemala, 
H a i t i , Honduras, Nicaragua, Paraguay, United States and Uruguay. In these cases the 
Commission named a rapporteur on the b a s i s of vihose r e p o r t and recommendations the cases 
were examined and d e c i s i o n s v/ere made which were forwarded to the governments concerned 
and to the claimants. 

6/ More complete d e t a i l s can be foxmd i n the document "Report on the V/ork 
Accomplished by the lACHR d u r i n g i t s t h i r t y - f i f t h s e s s i o n " (OEA/Ser.L/ v/lI . 3 5 , 
doc, 45 r e v . l ) . 
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The Commission adopted r e s o l u t i o n s on f o u r cases r e l a t i n g to Cuba and i n a d d i t i o n 
considered a d r a f t r e p o r t on the s i t u a t i o n of human r i g h t s i n that countiy which had 
been prepared by the S e c r e t e i r i a t at the request of the Commission. The 1АСЬШ expressed 
i t s concern regarding tha,t s i t u a t i o n and noted that the government of Cuba r e g r e t t a b l y 
p e r s i s t s i n i t s p o s i t i o n of not answering the request f o r i n f o r m a t i o n of the Commission, 
thus not...allowing the lAGHR to act on cases r e f e r r i n g to Cuba i n the same maimer as 
those i n v o l v i n g other e o i m t r i e s . I t wa,s decided to continue the study of the. d r a f t 
r e p o r t at the t h i r t y - s i x t h s e s s i o n so that the report might be submitted to the 
Organization of American States. 

Also considered by the Commission at t h i s s e s s i o n was the r e s o l x i t i o n adopted by the 
General Assembly to the OAS on the "Report on the Status of Human Rights i n C h i l e " . 
The r e s o l u t i o n requested the Commission "to secure, by a l l appropriate means, a d d i t i o n a l 
i n f o r m a t i o n , to consider that i n f o r m a t i o n , and to submit a r e p o r t on the status of 
human r i g h t s i n C h i l e to the next s e s s i o n of the General Assembly, enstiring that the 
Government of C h i l e has reasonable time to submit i t s o v m observations".. To that end 
the Commission agreed to convene the standing sub-committee i n August of 19.75. so that,, 
i t decide, on the b a s i s of the opinions f u r n i s h e d by the members, the steps that should 
be taken on the matter. 

Due to the пглпЬег of cases considered at t h i s s e s s i o n i t was not p o s s i b l e to 
take up matters regarding the General Work Programme of the Commission, the purpose of 
vrhich i s to promote, i n the broadest p o s s i b l e f a s h i o n , the knov/ledge and observance of. 
human r i g h t s i n the American States, 

2 . The t h i r t y - s r ? : t h sessionr" 

This s e s s i o n was h e l d 6 - 2 4 October 1 9 7 5 » at the seat of the Commission i n • 
Washington, D.C., and v;as attended by a l l of the members. 

/ D u r i n g that p e r i o d the Commission examined more than one hundred cases submitted 
to i t s c o n s i d e r a t i o n d e a l i n g w i t h a l l e g e d v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s i n eighteen of the 
member s t a t e s of the Organization, 

In these cases the Commission appointed rapporteurs from among i t s members x/hose 
recommendations were submitted to the c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the Commission, The accords 
reached i n each case were conveyed to the governments concerned and to the claimarj,ts. 

At t h i s s e s s i o n the Commission considered the r e p o r t of i t s Ad hoc sub-committee 
which had met i n August 1 9 7 5 to study the best way to implement the r e s o l u t i o n , .adopted 
at the f i f t h r e g u l a r s e s s i o n of the General Assembly of the OAS i n I%,y 1 9 7 5 , r e q u e s t i n g 
the Commission "to submit a r e p o r t on the s t a t u s of human r i g h t s i n C h i l e to the next 
s e s s i o n of the General Assemblj--". A f t e r a f u l l d i s c u s s i o n , an o u t l i n e of the new 
r e p o r t was agreed upon and i t was decided to hold a s p e c i a l s e s s i o n during the f i r s t 
week of February 1 9 7 5 at which time the r e p o r t requested by the General Assembly w i l l 
be completed. In a d d i t i o n , working group xías named to decide what i n f o i n i a t i o n i t 
would be necessary to request from the Government of C h i l e and from other so-urces that 
would be h e l p f u l i n . the p r e p a r a t i o n . o f the r e p o r t . 

J y More complete d e t a i l s can be found i n the dociment "Report on the 1/ork 
Accomplished by the lAGHR dviring i t s t h i r t y - s i x t h s e s s i o n " . 
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Likewise, the Commission approved a r e p o r t c o n t a i n i n g recent m a t e r i a l on the 
general s i t u a t i o n o f human r i g h t s i n Cuha, prepared by the S e c r e t a r i a t , which v i l l be 
tr a n s m i t t e d opportunely to the competent bodies of the Organization, 

The Commission a l s o worked on the Annual Report that i t i s to present to the 
General Assembly i n A p r i l 1976 and examined those aspects t h a t w i l l be i n c l u d e d i n 
Part I I of th a t r e p o r t i n which appears "a statement of areas i n which f u r t h e r steps 
are needed to gi v e e f f e c t to the hman r i g h t s set f o r t h i n the American D e c l a r a t i o n " . 

The Annual Report f o r 1975 w i l l a l s o c o n t a i n r e s o l u t i o n s by which the Commission 
has made recommendations to the Governments of B o l i v i a (Case' 1798), C h i l e (Cases 1790, 
1858 and 1874), Cuba (Cases 1742, 1805, 1834 and 1847), Guatemala (Cases 1702, 1748 and 
1755) and H a i t i (Case 1905). 

The Commission discussed i t s programme-budget and decided to request that the 
Organization r e s t o r e the- funds that had been e l i m i n a t e d two years ago and wliich had-
caused postponement o f the seminar s e r i e s and other a c t i v i t i e s , e s p e c i a l l y i n the area 
o f the promotion o f human r i g h t s . 

V i t h regard to the American Convention on Нгдтап Rig h t s , the Chaiiman of tho lACHR, 
Dr. A g u i l a r , a f t e r the c l o s e o f t h i s s e s s i o n v i s i t e d Jamaica, Barbados and T r i n i d a d 
and Tobago and spoke w i t h o f f i c i a l s about the adhesion o f those member s t a t e s of the 
OAS to the Pact of San José, Costa R i c a and the formation of n a t i o n a l committees on 
human r i g h t s , A v i s i t to Grenada f o r the same purpose i s a l s o envisioned. 

As a c o n t r i b u t i o n to the c e l e b r a t i o n of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l V/omen's Year, the 
lACHR adopted a r e s o l u t i o n that recommends that the governments o f the member s t a t e s 
of the OAS adopt the prog r e s s i v e measiires necessary to e l i m i n a t e a l l forms of 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n f o r reason of sex. 

The пглпЬег of a l l e g a t i o n s of v i o l a t i o n s ; of hгмan r i g h t s l i m i t e d d i s c u s s i o n o f the 
Commission's General Work Programme. Hov/ever, a study was presented on the remedy 
of "habeas corpus" and the s t x i t a b i l i t y o f h o l d i n g a seminar on the t o p i c of "I'linimtmi 
standards of treatment f o r persons deprived of t h e i r p h y s i c a l l i b e r t y " was discussed. 

As p a r t of the General Work Programme, the Chaiiman requested the governments o f 
the member s t a t e s to present candidates, to the Rómtilo Gallegos Fellowship Programme 
tha t the Commission sponsors f o r gradtmte work i n the f i e l d o f Ьглпап r i g h t s . 

C. INTER-AMERICAN CCIMISSIOH OF WQI-IEN 

During 1975 the Inter-American Commission of Women (СШ) c a r r i e d out numerous 
a c t i v i t i e s pгдrsгдant t o the fгдlfillment o f i t s o b j e c t i v e s , which are summarized i n i t s 
Organic S t a t u t e as "to vrork f o r the extension of c i v i l , p o l i t i c a l , economic, s o c i a l 
and cг̂ ltгiral r i g h t s to the women of the Americas ... ". 

The Commission i s p r e s e n t l y c h a i r e d by Ambassador I s a b e l Arrúa V a l l e j o , President 
of the. Commission and P r i n c i p a l Delegate of Iferagua^y. The Vice-President i s 
Dr. R i t a Z. Johnston, P r i n c i p a l U nited States Delegate to the Commission and the members 
of the Executive Committee are; A r g e n t i n a , C h i l e , Costa R i c a , Hondtjras,- T r i n i d a d and 
Tobago, and Venezuela. The present Executive S e c r e t a r y of the С Ш i s 
Dr, I s a b e l Chaly Caserta. 
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'The Executive Coimnittee, which i s charged w i t h seeing to the implementation of the 
mandates and p o l i c i e s issued by the Assemblies of the Coimnission, many of which p e r t a i n 
d i r e c t l y to the area of human r i g h t s , h e l d three S p e c i a l Sessions and two Regular Sessions 
d\4?ing calendar year 1975' 

The f o l l o w i n g r e g i o n a l meetings of experts were among the a c t i v i t i e s c a r r i e d out 
w i t h the id e a of i d e n t i f y i n g t a r g e t areas f o r the t h r u s t of the programmes of the С Ш 
and with.the u n d e r l y i n g tenet that there i s a need to prepare women f o r the ex e r c i s e and 
a p p l i c a t i o n of t h e i r r i g h t s at the seme time as they are p r e p a r i n g to assume t h e i r 
concomitant d u t i e s w i t h i n the o v e r a l l context o f p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the i n t e g r a l development 
of t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e c o u n t r i e s : 

- Seminar on the R e l a t i o n s h i p between the Needs and the Status of Health of 
Working Women i n La,tin American - La Paz, B o l i v i a - 16-19 September 1975' 

- Regional Seminar on Women's Bureaus - Washington, B.C. - IÛ-I4 November 1975. 

The above-mentioned a c t i v i t i e s a l s o marked a nev; o r i e n t a t i o n i n the CIM as they 
were designed to i d e n t i f y those governmental mechanisms most i n f l u e n t i a l i n the areas 
s t u d i e d and to design methods to (a) ensure a proper o r i e n t a t i o n toward the problems o f 
women and (b) to strengthen t h e i r impact i n these areas. 

In r e c o g n i t i o n of the importance of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Women's Year (IWY), the 
General Assembly of the Organization o f American States,- adopted, through the e f f o r t s 
of the С Ш , r e s o l u t i o n AG/RES. 16I (lV-O/74) " I n t e r n a t i o n a l Women's Year", thereby 
endorsing the proclamation of I\ÍY i s s u e d by the United Nations General Assembly. The 
adoption of t h i s r e s o l u t i o n committed the Inter-American system to a programme of 
p o s i t i v e a c t i o n aimed at the achievement of the purposes o f B J Y , xíhich are summarized 
as: E q u a l i t y , Development and Peace, 

The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community has recognized that women do not enjoy e q u a l i t y of 
opportunity and that de f a c t o d i s c r i m i n a t i o n prevents them from p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n the 
development o f t h e i r communities and at the same time i s d e t r i m e n t a l to t h e i r c o u n t r i e s 
because of the waste of the human p o t e n t i a l represented by women. 

At the same time, the OA.S Charter declares the e q u a l i t y of r i g h t s , which i s 
i n t i m a t e l y l i n k e d to the e q u a l i t y of opportunity, which must be encouraged i n a l l 
attempts to develop the i n d i v i d u a l v/ithout d i s c r i m i n a t i o n based on sex, r e l i g i o n o r 
race. At the recommendation of the С Ш , not only the Genera,l Assembly, but the 
Inter-American C o u n c i l f o r Ed-ucation, Science and Cultiure, the Inter-American C o u n c i l 
f o r Economic and S o c i a l A f f a i r s and the Permanent C o u n c i l and various of the 
S p e c i a l i z e d Organizations of the system adopted r e s o l u t i o n s supporting I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
V/omen's Year. 

The Commission adopted a programme designed f o r the observance o f IV/Y which, 
o p e r a t i n g at three l e v e l s - i n t e r n a t i o n a l , r e g i o n a l and n a t i o n a l - contains programmes 
designed to r e i n f o r c e the CIM a c t i v i t i e s v A i c h are a l l aimed at c a r r y i n g out the 
o b j e c t i v e s o f the CIM. 



E/Clí.4/l20l/AcLd.a 
page 8 

The Commission has d i r e c t e d i t s e f f o r t s at implementing the objectiver; of Il/Y both 
through i t s own, programme o f a c t i v i t i e s and thro\:igh the promotion and c o - o r d i n a t i o n of 
the, p e r t i n e n t a c t i v i t i e s o f the organs and o r g a n i z a t i o n s of the system, i n order to-see 
to i t that the response of the i n t e r - i k n e r i c a n system to ÍMY was a s o l i d one, w i t h a 
vrell-designed congruent set of a c t i v i t i e s co-ordinated to improve the st a t u s of women. 

Of outstanding importance to the ЛЛГ e f f o r t s of the С Ш v/as the meeting of the 
S p e c i a l Committee of the Inter-American CoEimission of Women on Studies and Recommendations 
f o r the World Conference on I n t e r n a t i o n a l Women's Year ( C E E R / С Ш ) , held, i n Cai^acas, 
Venezuela, from 2 6 - 2 8 IIs.y f o r the purpose of studying and approving, the reccffimendations' 
and stands t h a t the CBI i/ould talce i n the World Conference on Il/Y, h e l d i n Mexico C i t y 
from 1 9 June to 2 J u l y 1 9 7 5 . 

The f o l l o w i n g p u b l i c a t i o n s of the Commission aro u s e f u l i n dis s e m i n a t i n g news 
regarding the v/ork of the C I M : I n f o r m a t i o n a l B u j . l e t i n (monthly i n E n g l i s h and Spanish), 
Enlace (annually i n E n g l i s h and Spanish), Hews B u l l e t i n (annually i n E n g l i s h and 
Spanish), In a d d i t i o n to those r e g u l a r p u b l i c a t i o n s , the CIM pu-blishes s t u d i e s and 
research papers concerning many of the d i f f e r e n t aspects of the status of vromen. 

D. IHTER-AI'IERICAIT 11-ГО1АН INSTIlTJTE 

'The Inter-American I n d i a n I n s t i t u t e , an OAS s p e c i a l i z e d agency head-qviai'tered i n 
Mexico City,,- was e s t a b l i s h e d under the 1 9 4 0 I n t e r - n a t i o n Convention and i s comprised of 
seventeen member c o u n t r i e s . The b a s i c fsanction of the I n s t i t u t e i s to co-ordinate the 
Ind i a n p o l i c i e s , o f those c o u n t r i e s and to promote research and the t r a i n i n g o f persons' 
i n t e r e s t e d i n 'the area. ' The I n s t i t u t e i s d i r e c t e d by Dr, 'Gonzalo Rubio Orbe, 

Among the recent personnel t r a i n i n g courses that ha-ïi-e been c a r r i e d out, 'the, ' 
folloTifing iaay be pointed out; •' 

A Seminar-Course on Anthx-opologji-, b i d i a n A f f a i r s and Education, held i n Conchalio, 
E l Salvador during the p e r i o d 2 5 - 3 1 August 1 9 7 4 which a f f o r d e d the opportunity to l e a r n 
the r i c h values that were the cuJ.tural expression o f the Indian races of E l Salvador and 
to r a i s e the axfareness o f such values and a b e t t e r understanding o f / I n d i a n a f f a i r s . 
T h is course was attended by 5 6 p r o f e s s i o n a l s , mainly educators from schools l o c a t e d i n 
Indian and r u r a l areas. 

The Second Inter-.Ajnerican Course on Indian A f f a i r s Study and P r a c t i c e , h e l d i n ' 
Mexico Ci'ty from 1 4 October to 12 December 1 9 7 4 ? the purpose of which w a s to e s t a b l i s h ' 
an exchange of i n f o r m a t i o n ; study i n the f i e l d of Ind i a n a f f a i r s programmes and 
a p p r e c i a t i o n of the ^experiences and vroik that Mexico i s c a r r y i n g out on be h a l f of-the 
Indian p o p u l a t i o n . High l e v e l c i v i l servants from s i x member c o u n t r i e s of the 
I n s t i t u t e p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h i s course. 

The Seminar--Course on Education and R u r a l Sociology, h e l d i n La C a t a l i n a , 
Costa R i c a from 1 8 - 2 8 Pebruar^'- 1 9 7 5 f o r educators i n Talamanca. This Seminar-Ccurse 
adopted a r e s o l u t i o n r e f e r r i n g to the promotion of' research on c u l t u r a l and l i n g u i s t i c -
models so that the teachers might make t h e i r educationa,l plans adaptable to the ~-
coramunities o f Talamanca. 
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'Ihe Fourth Seminar-Course on Education, Anthropology, Indian A f f a i r s and Development 
took place 3 - 1 5 May, 1 9 7 5 i n Santa Barbara de Heredia, Costa R i c a . Taking p a r t i n the 
coua?se were p r o f e s s o r s , teachei-s and advanced stud-ents, a l l of them Indians, as w e l l as 
s p e c i a l i s t s i n s o c i a l problems. Among the courses given were Indianismj Education of 
Indian C h i l d r e n ; S o c i a l and Edu c a t i o n a l Anthropology; Methods of S o c i a l Research; 
and Community and Regional Development. 

A Seminar-Course on Anthropology, Indian A f f a i r s and D velopment v/as hel d i n 
Bananal I s l a n d , B r a z i l from 4 - 2 9 Aiigij.st, 1 9 7 5 . 'Eiis course was p a r t i c u l a r l y d i r e c t e d 
to problems encoimtered by the ilmaaonian peoples £ind o f f e r e d t o p i c s such as A p p l i e d 
S o c i a l Anthropology; Community Development; Methods and Techniques of S o c i a l Research 
and Ediication of Young and A d u l t Indians. 

On 1 9 June 1 9 7 5 the Goveiiiing C o u n c i l of the I n s t i t u t e met i n Mexico C i t y and 
rec e i v e d the r e p o r t of the D i r e c t o r i n vrhich he r e f e r r e d to such t o p i c s a.s an a n a l y s i s 
of the general p r i n c i p l e s that have guj.ded the work of the I n s t i t u t e ; the work c a r r i e d 
out, e s p e c i a l l y i n the f i e l d s of f e l l o w s h i p s , seminars and the p u b l i c a t i o n s of the 
I n s t i t u t e . Accepting an i n v i t a t i o n from the Goveinment of Argentina, i t was decided, to 
ho l d the next Indian Congress i n that counti^'-. 

V/ith regard to p u b l i c a t i o n s , the Inter-American Indian I n s t i t u t e p u b l i s h e d the 
magazine America bidigena, recent i s s u e s of which were devoted to Indian A f f a i r s i n 
Venezuela, Costa R i c a , Ecuador, Peru and the Indian woman. I t a l s o p u b l i s h e d the 
Anuario I n d i g e n i s t a , which contains important o f f i c i a l documents and s c i e n t i f i c a r t i c l e s . 

I n a d d i t i o n , two books were pu b l i s h e d by the S p e c i a l E d i t i o n s S e c t i o n of the 
I n s t i t u t e along w i t h three volumes i n t r i b i i t e to Dr. Gonzalo Agui r r e Beltrán. 

The I n s t i t u t e sponsored research on "Chicha and i t s s o c i a l reprecussions among 
the Cuna Indians" of Panama and provided t e c h n i c a l asüistance to tvro d o c t o r a l candidates 
doing anthropology research. 

In order to make imoim and co-ordinate the I n s t i t u t e ' s work w i t h the governments 
of the member c o u n t r i e s and w i t h s p e c i a l i z e d ag'encies, the D i r e c t o r v i s i t e d s e v e r a l 
c o u n t r i e s . E f f o r t s were al s o made to keep the di p l o m a t i c r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f the 
various s t a t e s reformed of the I n s t i t u t e s a c t i v i t i e s . 




