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Note by-the Secretary-General 

1 . At i t s 1984"th meeting on 15 January 1976 the Economic and S o c i a l Council took 
the f o l l o w i n g d e c i s i o n s i n connexion w i t h the items on the p r o v i s i o n a l agenda of 
the Commi'ssion mentioned below: 

Item 5 

To r e f e r General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 5448 (XXX) e n t i t l e d " P r o t e c t i o n of 
human r i g h t s i n C h i l e " to the Commission on Human Rig-hts at i t s t h i r t y - s e c o n d s e s s i o n 

Item 14 

To r e f e r General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 3577 (XXX) e n t i t l e d "Implementation 
of the Prograimne f o r the Decade f o r A c t i o n to Combat Racism and R a c i a l D i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
to the Commission on Huiaan Rights at i t s t h i r t y - s e c o n d s e s s i o n . 

Item 15 

To r e f e r General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 3453 (XXX) e n t i t l e d "Torture and, 
other c r u e l , inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment i n r e l a t i o n to dete n t i o n 
and imprisonment" to the Commission on Human Rights at i t s t h i r t y - s e c o n d s e s s i o n , 
to the Commission f o r S o c i a l Development at i t s t w e n t y - f i f t h s e s s i o n and to the 
Committee on Crime P r e v e n t i o n and Control at i t s t h i r d s e s s i o n . 

2 . At the same meeting the Council decided, w i t h regard to General Assembly 
r e s o l u t i o n 3415 (XXX) of 8 December I 9 7 5 e n t i t l e d "Meeting records of the 
United Nations b o d i e s " l/t 

1/ The Assembly i n . i t s ; r e s o l u t i o n endorsed the c r i t e r i a proposed by the 
Secretary-General i n h i s Report on P u b l i c a t i o n s and Documentation (A/C . 5 / I 6 7 0 ) 
as modified by the .comments of the Advisory Committee on A d m i n i s t r a t i v e and 
Budgetary Questions .(A / 1 0 2 9 9 ) • 
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(a) To endoyse c r i t e r i a 2 , 3 and 7 2 / and request the S e c r e t a r i a t t o apply 
them t o the_ sessions of the s u b s i d i a r y bodies ; I 

i 
(b) To a u t h o r i z e the S e c r e t a r i a t to apply the procedtire' envisaged i n 

c r i t e r i o n 5 whereby the S e c r e t a r i a t should, as an experiment i n 1 9 7 6 , i s s u e d the 
summary records -of the -Council's s e s s i o n a l committees and of i t s s u b s i d i a r y bodies 
which r e c e i v e summary records , i n i n i t i a l general d i s t r i b u t i o n , subject to the 
issuance of corrigenda to remove se r i o u s e r r o r s o n l y ; 

(c) To a u t h o r i z e the Sub-Commission on Pr e v e n t i o n of D i s c r i m i n a t i o n and 
P r o t e c t i o n of M n o r i t i e s to continue to r e c e i v e meeting records ; 

(d) To apply, w i t h e f f e c t from 1 January 1977> c r i t e r i o n 9 whereby s u b s i d i a r y 
bodies otherwise e n t i t l e d to r e c e i v e meeting records f o r a l l or some of t h e i r 
meetings should be r e q u i r e d to dispense w i t h them when meeting away from recognized 
United Nations conference centres ; 

(e) To r e a f f i r m the p r i n c i p l e contained i n c r i t e r i o n 10 that the summary 
records should be l i m i t e d to 15 pages per meeting of 2¿- t o 3 hours and e f f o r t s 
should be made t o reduce the summary records of s u b s i d i a r y bodies to 10 pages per 
meeting of the same l e n g t h . 

2 / C r i t e r i a 2 , 3 and 7 read as f o l l o w s ; 

( 2 ) Meeting records should continue to be provided f o r a l i m i t e d number of 
s e l e c t e d s u b s i d i a r y bodies of the General Assembly d i s c u s s i n g matters of su b s t a n t i v e 
importance, but only f o r meetings at which such items are d e a l t w i t h . The bodies 
concerned should be r e q u i r e d to dispense w i t h such records f o r o r g a n i z a t i o n a l , 
procedural and v a l e d i c t o r y d i s c u s s i o n s and f o r the adoption of t h e i r r e p o r t s , and 
be urged to dispense w i t h them f o r substantive d i s c u s s i o n s of l e s s e r importance. 
The General Assembly, i n the r e s o l u t i o n e s t a b l i s h i n g a s u b s i d i a r y body, shoxild 
decide whether i t s proceedings were of s u f f i c i e n t s ubstantive importance; i n the 
absence of an express d e c i s i o n , records would not be provided. 

( 3 ) The l i s t i n s e c t i o n A of annex IV should be reviewed to see i f i t i n c l u d e s 
bodies whose meetings do not appear to have an important s u b s t a n t i v e character o r 
f o r which the cost of p r o v i d i n g records appears to be out of p r o p o r t i o n w i t h the 
p o s s i b l e b e n e f i t . 

(7) The other main organs should be i n v i t e d to observe the same c r i t e r i a i n 
d e c i d i n g whether records should be provided f o r t h e i r s u b s i d i a r y bodies. 




