
opinions. Miss Bernardino considered that three morc members should
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adoptod unanimously.

headings - size and compos1 tiOD) :pl'ogrl11J1.me, polioy, I9z,:,cu.tiye office l

Miss Jurdak proposed that the agenda be amended under tho

of the dofinitive composition of the Suo-Commission and called for

Mr8. Badil Begtrup, Chairman
MQS8 Miuerva Bernardino
Ivlis8 Angola Jurdalc
Ni ss F. Kulinowslca

.fl.1me. Lr;J:i'aucheux
NI'S. HansfJ. Mehtll

. Mrs. \-T. S. Nm1

Mr. Cnssin )Ex Officio
Mr. D. Brlcish)

The chairmnn oponed the meeting at 10:59 ft~ and called "for

suggestions on the provision8.1 agenda (document E/JJR/ST/2).

Size of Sup~~o~~~~E.siQ~

The chairman proposed that the members shoulO. discuss the 9,u8stiop.
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be added. to. the :present strength of tflG Sub-Oommission,.selected on

terms of reforence it 'was not neoessary to recommend an' inc!aase in

a regional basis. Mrs. N~w agroGd that thii?was "a good. ]?I'actical

number for working efficiency. Miss Jurd.ak considered; tllat under the

United Nations

ECONOMIC
AND

SOCIAL COUNCIL

tho com~osition. Tho chairman read. document E/27 rold said that while

she considored that Miss Jurdak was correct in her interpretation;

nevertheless her impr0Elsion wa$ that, sinGu thoy' were a Nuclear Oommission"

. liaison... personnel, budgot. Hnd raFPorteur' s report. Ror proposal was'
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it vTfiSi;lXpGcted. t:hat thore would be recommendations Tram the

Sub -Commission for an 1.norease in their numbers. It was J how(;vor t for

the members to decide.

Miss JU1"dak thought that the members should 'Woigh t~H:: advantages

and disadvantages of increasing the membership. ~WO. New gave one

advantage as tho neoeseity for general uni"V"0rsal r0},Jre;m;ntation of

women 18 activitie s . For instance) she would liko to have som\)one

from Eng1and or those 0ountr1t;::s 'l-Tho were very ad"V"anced. in women IS

work.

Miss Jurdak gave the disad.vantuges as:

(a) the smaller the body' th0 mora efficient it could. be

(b) if there wero a 1im~t0d budg0t) a ~rg0r Oc~isea0n

might m0an that the progrhmDo would·hnvG to bo cut dcwn.

Miss Barnardino cr,llsiderEJd it lli':)re importan.t to hear tho

voice of WOIlen from. d.1.ffen;mt l'arts of the world than to ccnsid'.)r

the question of bUdgetary limit. The chairman SUBS0st0d that thoy

did. not know what the }mdget proposals would be und considerc,d that

the members were freo to dlscUSFl definitive com];losition without

budget considerations. Miss Jurdal\: agreed thl3.t in that ovont th0

minimum figure should bl;3 f~.fteun (1»)) l ll'ov!i.dod tb,),t the members I

l:'0asons for Wishing ;l. t 80 v;>.rf<) Rtatt?'d clearly. Ii'h8 mot5.cn tha.t the

SUb;,ColP..mission consid0r that its futuro com];losition should be

fifteen (15) m.embers includ.:!.ng 'three (3) mGmbers from thG Human

Rights Co~s8ion was then £.~te1unanimously.

99~p'onition of Sub-Comnussion

The (',haj.rman then went on to discuss ha", th~) Sub ..Co1lJlllj.8sion

should be composed.. MIne. J.;eFauche1l..-':: considered that illt.'illbers might

be chosen for national rather than for persona,1 qualifications.

For example) one might rGCrlll t wom0n with difforent oxperienc<;s

from difforont countries) j.n }.,artioular those who had talwn :part in

the re:sisto.nce movements in occu:\J:Led countries ,. Mrs. Mehta did



ind.1v1clunl capacity. The motion was soconded by Mrs. New.. Mr; Brkish

to make renommundations on thoir final composition.

i t t t have ~overnmontIt was, nevertheloss, mpor an 0 v 0

statUB of womon. Mme. Lo'F~uchuux admitted Mrs. Mehta I s point and

explainud th!lt so mr1ny countries bad b00n cut off from others du:ring

the war that. a'bo felt that womon who had had 8uchwidely differ0ut

experioncos in differl3nt fields should be brought togother.

The ch~irman thon Qsked whether members should be appointed

E/BP./ST/9
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not agroe. Admittedly womon in occupied countries had contributed

magnificently to th~ w~r but sho considered that the ~arhad nothing

to do with the SUl'-D~m:rissi0n"IElpurpose which was to raise the

'Were to be reprusentod, it would .bu I.l:'cfera'ble to choose p00p18 for"

their porsonal qualif1cations. The q.uestion was raised as· to: how the

apl?ointmonts had b0Em aotuully lD£lde and whether govornments had any

say in thE) solvction. A mombur of the Secretariat explained tl1e

as govornmontal reprusentativaa or in a personal capacity and called

for opinions. }lues Bornardino !l1f.)v~d that persons be appointed in

the same way as boforo by the Economic and Social Council in thctr

felt that there was a lot to be said for baving all governmontal

re:prGsentetiv(;~. .trUss Ka.1ino'Wska considered. that ifbackwardcouritries

background of the appointments to tho present nuclea~ Commissions,

The chairman of tho Economic ond Social Oounoil had invited each

agreed on a selocted list and this list wa~ apI>roV~d by thoCouncil.

~"her of tho Council to Dl£.l.ko ono nomination fdr eaoh of two or three

a~~teaiona~ Members wurO frao to nominate nationals'of other

countrios and in 80IDD casus ha~ done so. The 8uo-o~t~~ee then

in th';,;ir ind!vidual copoc!ty. It was 113ft opon' for the Ccrun.issiona

~~. Cassin said that the Human Bights Commission had had·

the 80mB 'problem to deoide and they felt that indiVidual capacity

In each case an~ for thuse nuclt:{lr CCIllII1-'t SA iOnB J members were 8p'pointed

was 'preforable.
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s\lPPQr}i,ag,g. thQir Co:mm1ssion 118Q.} therefore, considered that 08.ch

governmeq:t;. sh~uld nominate two expel1 ts, one of, their mm. nationals and

one qthe:1;". The, Economic and. Social Council would. then have a list

of obo:u.t .an,o hlJ.udrod., (100) names from which to sclect and a good choice

woul~th~s:Doprovided. Mr. Brkish considerod th~t this proposal was

BOod.. Mrs,o .Mehta considered that eovornmental rU):lrosento.tion was

undosirable since the Sub-Commission should be aosolutely free from

gOVGrnmental control.

,Mi,ssJur,dak wished to stress the principle of hrwing individual

rellJ::1ese;utp.tiv0.S, Th€! SlJ.b-Cornrois::don was an internationul body nnd
. ," '",

shouJ4be free from p.:J.rty politics. Mmo. LeFaucheu.,.x then moved. an

~m8nQment to Miss BernQrdinols~~to the effect that the Economic

, ,.' and Social C<:mncil should obtain the Qpproval of govormJ.ents.

Mis~ ~al~now8ka supp~rtvd tho dmendmGnt from thQ practical view that

ind.;i.vid'4a1a could. r.;ot Qota:Ln rosults withOUti sUllJlort from their

gQverrlltJ,ents. ,kfter some discussion it' became clear thtlt the Economic

ancl 890i.8.1 Council would not aIll)oint Clny p0rson who was not :E.0rsona

g:r;n..tn 'w:;Lt1:l his respective government. No such })rovision actually

existi;ld. in the rulas but this practice hud been followed. with tho

appointments to tho nuclenr Corr:.lIliGSiOITA. MIna. LcFu.uchcux soid that

this eXJ?lanation satisfied ht;r and sh0 t}w!'ofore wi thdrow her.) ,
amendmont and suggested an unanimous vote on ~liss Bernardino's motion

that the Sub~Cornmission recomJnunde that the r;lembers of the Sub~Cor;nnlssion

shall ~o appointed by the Economic and Social Council in th0ir individual

capacity. The motion iolOS ad.optecL

Tha chairman tbt:n. took UI' th8 question of rogional 8610ction
~

of murJ.b0rs. lfJ.iss Bornardino );lro}!osed. thG nmlle of Dr. Bertha Lutz,

n Braz.ili:m 'Ivoman of outstrJ.:;citl7{3 <lualiflcations. The chairoon

sug~e.st()d that it wos neces.sary first to d.ecide on the SUb-COlllIll.Ssionrs

progrllw~,o be:'orE: no.r:es wore diBCU£1.'.J(;",d. When the tiJ:l8 Cl.ll:10 to discuas
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names, there wore various suggestions fro~ women's organizations which

must be brought to "the members' notice •. Discussion OIl this :point Wo.s

therofore postponed ahd the ~uestion of term of office was taken up,

Severnl membors felt that there should be so~c continuity in the

presont membership since those who were planning tho ~rogralmne for the

future should have an opportunity to carry it out. Thu Sub':'CollJ1ll1ssion

YTould roport to the Conm.isslon on Rumm Rights who in turn would

report to tho Econor:lic and Socio.l Council. The Oouncil 1 s report

would not be ratified by the Genoral An8e]~blybofore September and

therefore the Sub-Cornnission's work "Ifou1d. n:ot bo"put into effect

before October or NoveDbor 1946.

The chairman pointod out that the prosent membership expired

on 31 March 1947 and. although the .L1Cl~bers were eligible for re-election,

it was by no meons certain that they would bo re-elocted, Miss Jurdak

~ that in v!GW of the fact that tho present Sub-Coxnission is

eligible for re-olection and that tts work cannot begin before

Oct.ober or November} 1946, it is recornrJended that r.lelJ'bors 'be eligible

for re-olection for a l)eriod of three years cOf,11'iencing on the first

of April 1947, to serve 8ffectivGly during the period of initiation,

The chairLlUn Tloved that the Sub -Col:u:llission also reCOTJl:llOnd that ufter this

period a sound system of rotation shall be put intonoing. The motions

wero adopted unnniQously.

The question of attendance at meetings was thon discussed and it

was agreed that there should be a reooDL~endation to the Council tl~t

r.lenbers should attend reguJ.arly • Wi th regard to 0.1terEatee, it wo s

agrood that the Sub-Coomission Dight havo to follow a general systSr.l

laid. down for all r)ClDI1lJ.ss:1.cms Dnd a r.loti~ was §-dopte,! that:

the Sub-CoDmission reconoends that in the case of an
Goorgsncy alternates QOY 00 dosignated according to
the rules of the Eoono~c and Social Council.

The chairw:m proposed that discussion on the quostion of the frCi~uency

"
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and. location of futu:re meetings of tho Sub -COllliUissiol1 should. be

postponed. since it would. be necessary to harmonize with the program:me

of the COLlmission on Hur.:J.8.l1 Rishts.

Miss Burnardino proposed that the Sub-Comnission should resolve

i tS5lf into Cl drafting cODmu ttGe to preparG El draft :prograr.Jme of work

for discussion and. her :proposal ,ws £..~o;pte~.

It 'l'TQ8 agreed. that the next neeting of tho Sub-ConuJ.ission should

tak0 placo on Tuesday, 7 May at 3:00 p.ll.

The neeting was adjourned at 12:55 p.Ll.




