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Members lfremsente

Mres. Bodll Begtrup, Chalrman
Migs Minerva Bernardino '
Miss Angela Jurdak

Miss . Kallnowska

JMme, LeFaucheux

Mrs. Honsa Mehta

“Mrz, W, S, Now

Mr, Casein )E'x Officio

"Mr. D. Brikish)
The chairman opened the meeting at 10:50 AM and called for
guggestionas on the .pr'ovisional ggonda '(c‘locument E/HR/ST/Z) .
Miss Jurdak proposed thét the agenda be amendea under the ’
headings - size and composition, programms, policy, exsoutive office,
-liaison, personnel, budget and rapporteur's réport. Hor proposal vgé' '
adoptod unanimously. |

Size of Sub-Covnmlssion

The chairman proposed that the members should discuss the guestion
of the deofinitive compositioﬁ of the Sub-Commission and called for
opinions. Miss Bernardino cqns:i..d.ered. that three more members should
be added. to.the present stréngi;h of the Sub —domniission,selec‘bedon"

& regional basls. Mrs, New agréod that this.'w'as a good practical
number for working efficiency. Mise J‘L;rcé_,alg considered that under the
terms of reference i'b wag not necessary to réComznerld. am increase in
the composition. Tho chairman read d.ocumep.t E/27 and said. 'bhé’b_ whi_le ‘
she consid.ered that Miss Jurdak was correct in huI‘ interpretation;'

. hnevertheless her Improession wag that, since ‘they were a Nuclear Gommissj_on‘,
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A wpsAgxpeéted that thore would be recommendstions from the
Sub-Commission for an increase in thelr numbers. It was, however, for
the members to décide.

Misa Jurdak thought that the membsrs should weigh the advanteges
and disadvantages of increasing the wembership. Mro, New gave one
advantage as the necessity for general universal representation of
women's activities. For‘instanoe) she would like to have somvone
from England or those eounbries who were very advanced in women's
work. -

Miss Jurdak gave the digadvantages as:

(a) the smaller the body the more efficient it could be
(b) if thefe werc a limited bﬁdget, a largsr Ocmmissdon
might mean that the progremme would have Lo be cut dewn,

Migs Barnardino crnsidersd 1t more important to hear ths
volce of WOmén from.different pafts of the world than to consider
the gquestion of budgetary limit, The chairmen zuggested that thoy
did not know what the Uudget proposals would be and considercd that
the members were freo to discuss definitive compoéition without
budget conslderations. Miss Jurdak agreed that in that event the
mipimum flgure should be fifteen (15), rrovided that the ﬁeumers’
roasons for wishing 1t so wpre stated clearly. The moﬁicn that  the

; Sub-Commisgion consider that its fulure composition should be
fiftoen (15) members including three (3) ﬁeﬁﬁeps from the Human
Rights Commission wae then adopted unanimously.

Composition of Sub-Commission

The chairman then vent on to discuss how the Sub-Commission
should be composed, Mme. LeFaucheux considered that menbers might
be chosen for n@tional rather than for personal gqualificaticons.

For example, one might recruit women with different expérienccs
from different countries, jn particular those who had taken part iﬁ

the resisbtance movements in occupied countries. Mrs. Mehta did
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not agree. Admittedly women in occupied countries had oontributed
magnificently to the war but she considered that the war had nothirng'
tb do with the Sur~fomrissisn’e purpose which was to raime the & -
staﬁus of women. Mme, LeFauchsux admitted Mrs. Mehta's point and
‘egﬁlainwd that so many countries had been cut off from others during
tgé war that she felt that women who had had such widely different
expériencea in different fields should be brought togother.

r The chailrmen then asked whether members should be appointed
a8 governmontel representatives or in a personal capaclty and celled
fbr opiniona. Miss Bornardino moved that persons be appointed in
the samo way ng before by the Economic and Social Council in tholr
individval capacity. The motion was soconded by Mrs. New. Mr, Brkish
vfélt that there was a lot to be said for having all'gdvernmentalf
reprosontativos. Miss Kalinowska considered thet if backward countries
ﬁé£e to be representod, 1t would be prcferablé'ﬁo chooée”peoplé Por
their personal qualifications. The question wes raised as to how the
’aPPointm&nta had been aotuull& made and whethor goverﬁments had any-
s8y in tho seloction, A mombur of the Secreteriat cxplained ‘the
backgrodnd of the appointments to the present nuclest Conmimsicns.
The chairman of the Economic gnd Social Council had invited each
megmber of the Council to mako one nominotion for each of two or three
Cnwmissions, Members wore froe to nominate nationala of other

countrics and in some cages had done so, The Sub-Commlittee then

agreed on a selected 1ist and thie list was approved by the Council.

In each case and for these nuclear Commipaions, members were appointed

in tholr individual capacity. It was left open for the Cormissions

to make recommundations on thelr final composition,

Mr. Cagsin said thet the Humen Rights Commission had had

the sams problem to decide and they folt that individual capacity

was preforable. It was, nevertheless, important to have government



a/ew/szls
Fage U4

sppport, and thelr Commlssion had, theleforo, co£81dered that cach
governnent should nominate fwo experts one of their own nationals and
one other. The Economic and Soclal Councll would thcn have a llst

of about one hundred (100) names from which to select and a good chnioa
would thus: bo provided, Mr, Brkish congidered that thisg proponal was
good., Mrs. Mehta consgldersd that govornmental rcpruqentation vas
undosirgble since the Sub- Commi881on ahould bs abs olutely free from
governmental control. o i ’

‘Miss Jurdak wished to stress the principle of h{xvling"ir‘ldividual
repges@nﬁativas, The Sub~Commission,ﬁas an international body‘and
ahoulq,be‘free from party politics, Mme. Lquucheui thentgéved an
amendment to Miss Bsrnerdino's motion to the cffect that thu Economic
- .,and Social Cmun01l should obtgin the apDrOVal of QOVLrnmentq
Miss Kalinowska supported thv amendment from tho practic&l view that
individuals could not obtain rouults withoub sugport from thcir |
governments, nfter 8OLIG discussion it bucama clear thnt the Economic
and. Sgcial Council would not appoint any purscn who wag not EEEﬁQEE
grata with his respuctive government. No such prov131on actually
eximted in the rulcs but this practice had bcen followed with the
appointments to the nuclear Commissions, Mmc. LcFuucheux.said £hat
this explanation gatisfied hor and shc;ifherefore, withdrow her
amendwent and suggested an unenimous vote éniMiss Be:nafdino's ﬁgéibn
‘that the Subeommission recommonds that the‘mﬁmbers éflthe éub-Comﬁission
-ghall be appointed by the Eoonomic and Social Councll in thuif iﬁdividual

capacity. - The motion was adopted.

The ohairman thgn took up thu qucstlon of rc?ional slection
of members. Miss Burnordine proposed the nome of Dr, Bcrtﬁa Lutz,
a BTﬂZilian>woman of outsteanding gualifications. The chairmdn
suggested that it was necessary first to decide on the Sub-Commimsion's

prograriic before nurcea were discussed, When the time came to dizcuss
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names, there were various suggestions from women's organizations which

must be brought to the nembers! notice. Discussion on this point was

therofore postponed and the question of term of office was taken up.
Several members felt that there should be somb contihuity in the
present membership since those who were planning the programme for the
future should have an opportunity to carry it out. The Sub-Commission
ﬁould roport to the Commission on Human Rights who in turn would
report to the Economic and Social Council. The founcil's report
-would not be ratified by the General Asserbly bofore September and
therefore the Sub-Cormission's work would not be put into effect
before October or Novembor 1946,

The chairman pointed out that the present membership expired
on 31 March 1947 and although the members were eligible for re-elcction,
it was by no wmeans certain that they would be re-elected, Mlss Jurdak
moved that in view of the fact that tho present Sub-Cormisslion is
eligible for re-olection and that 1tz work camnot begin before
October or November, 1946, it ig recommended that membors be eligible
for re-eloction for a period of three ysars comencing on the first
of April 1947, to serve effectively during the pericd of initiatlon,
The chairman noved that the Sub-Coumisgsion also reccrmend that wfter this
period a sound syatem of rotation shail be put Into being. The motiong

were adopted unaninously.

The question of attondonce at meetings was then discussed and it

wag agroed that there ghould bs a recormmendation to the Councilil that
rembers should attend regularly., With regard to alternates, it was
agreod that the Sub-Commission right have to follow a general system

laid down for all fommissions and o motlon was adopled that:

the Sub-Cormission recormends that in the case of an
emergency alternates nay be designated according to
the rules of the Economic and Soclal Council,

The chairman proposed that discusslon on the guestion of the frequency

-
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and location of:future meetihgs qf the Sub-Comnlsslon should be
postponed since it would be necessary to harmonize with the Programe
of the Cogmiésion on Human Rights. |

Miss Burnﬁrdino proposed that tha'Sub‘Commission shduid resolve
iteslf into a drafting committee to prepare a draft prograume bf work
for discuséion and her proposal was adopted,

It was agreed that the next meeting of the Sub-Oommission‘should
taks-place on Tuesday, 7 May at 3:00 p.m. ' |

The meeting was adjourned at 12:55 p.i.

_____





