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InLroduction

I. The united Nations Convention on the Lahr of the sea has been wldeLy recognized
as one of the most important achievernents of the international comnunity. It deals
eith a highly conplex and i{ide-ranglng subj€ct-malter cover ing the various uses of
the oceana. It has significantly contributed to the progressive develoPment of
international law and to the rule of law in international relatlons. Though not in
force, the convention is already having a stabilizing effect on the law of the sea
through lhe rationalization of different uses of the oceans and the reconciliation
of competing interests of states. It is also havlng an imPace on the attitudes of
staces regarding rnarine affairs at national and international levels. At lhe
natlonal level, nehr trends in state praclice are developing as states begin to
adjust their policies and legislation to the new legal order for the oceans that
emerged fron the Third United Nations conference on the law of the Sea. At the
internaCional level, international organizations rrith competence in narine affairs
have begun to assess the impact of the conventlon on their mandates and activities.

2. The present report, which is submitted to lhe mernbers of the ceneral Assembly
in conpliance with its resolution 38/59 A of 14 Decenber 1983 reguesting the
secretary-General, inter alia, to report on the developnents relating to the
conventlon and on the inplem€ntation of the resolution, is divided into trrro parts. I
Part one contains an overview of the irnpact of the convention on state practice and
on the mandates and activities of international organizations concerned vrith marine alaffairs, and infornatlon on other developnents relating to the lavr of the sea. -Part two provides infornatlon on the substahtlve and adninistrative aspects of the
activitles of the Office of the Special Representative of the Secre tary-ceneral for
the Lar., of the S€a.
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International Sea-Bed Authority and for the fnternational Tribunal

PART ONE

DEVEIOPMENTS RET,ATING TO TIIE UNITED NATIONS CONI/ENTION ON

TIIE tA!{ OF TIIE SEA

r. STATUS OF THE CONI.IENTION

3, lte United Nations Convention on the Lan of the sea r.ras opened for signature
in lbntego Bay, Jamaica, on I0 Decernber 1982, and on that day received' I19 signatures. The slgnatories included coastal and land-locked Statesr large and
snall states, developing and developed states, and represented all econornic and
political grorips. This unprecedented phenomenon clearly indicated the flidespread
support of che international connunity for the Convention. The Convention uill

. remain open for signature unt.il 9 Decenber 1984. As at 3I October 1984' it had
received I38 signatures. The geographic distribution is as follows: 45 from' Africa, 39 from Asia, 10 fron Che Easlern European countries, 26 from Latin
Anericar and 17 fron western Europe and others. (see annex.)

" 4. t4)on signature, 24 States have nade declarations in accordance trith
r article 310 of the Convention, hrhich pernits states to make declaratlons and

statenents. y Five States made declarations in accordance with article 287
i 
^ concerning the choice of procedure for lhe settlernent of diaputes arlsing under lhe
! Convention. y The full texts of those declarations nade on the first day,

classified by subject-natter, appears in raw of the sea Butlecin No. I, of
Septenber 1983, prepared by the Office of the Special Representative of the
Secretary-General for the Law of the Sea. 9/ The texts of declaralions nade afler
that date are being included in the Law of the Sea Bulletin series. 4/

- 5, Anong lhose States that have not yeC signed the Convention most have stated
that, while they accept the Convention in general, they rnay have difficulties with
particular provisions of it. Some non-signatory industrialized countries, for
instance, stated that they had difficulties with certain provisions relating to the
exploration and exploitation of the international sea-bed area. These sane states

- have reaffirmed their support for the rest of the conventj.on. some industrialized
countrj.es rrith sinillar concerns have signed the Convention. Other non-slgnatory

' states have indicateal that they have problems with certain specific provisions,
such as those dealing rrith the breadth of the territorial sea or the delimitation
of rnaritlme areas between states nith opposile or adjacent coases.

. 6. Under general international lan, as reflected in article 18 of the vienna
ConvenEion on the Law of Treaties, a signatory State ls obligeo to refrain from* acts chat vrould defeat the object and purpose of a treaty until such time as it has
made clear its intenlion not !o become a Party Lo it. However, by vi(tue of
resolutions I and II of the Conference, the signature of the Convention grants

' rights and carlies legal consequences that are broader than those usualLy
associated wlth tlle signature of lreaties. Under resolution I' signatories of the
conventlon are entitled to membership in the Preparatory coflnission for the

for the Law of
Act of the

! 
ttre sea. States and other entities that have signed only the Final
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Conference are entitled to parEicipate in the deliberations of the Commission as
observers, lri thout the rlght to particlpate ln the taking of decisions. Under
resolution IIr signatory States are entltled to apply for or to sponsor entities
applying for reglstration as ploneer investors.

7. In accordance r,ith arelcle 308, paragraph 1, the Convention wiu- enter into
force 12 rnonths after the date of deposit of lhe slxtieth insbrument of
ratiflcation or accesslon. As at 3I October 1984, l-4 instrurn€nts of ratlfication
have been deposited with the Secretary-ceneral, as followsr Bahanas, Bellze, Cuba,
Egypt, Fiji, Gambla, Ghana, fvory Coast, ilamaica, Mexico, Phllippines, Senegal,
Zambia and Namibia (IJnited Nations @uncil for).

8. Upon ratification three Seates, Cuba, Egypt and the PhiLippines, have nade
declarations in accordance nith articles 287 and 310 of the Convention. The text
of declarations nade by Egypt appears in the Law of lhe Sea Bulletin No. 3. 5/
other declarationa or statements nade upon ratlflcation will be included in
subsequent issues of the Law of the Sea Bulletin. 6/

II. STATE PRACTICE AND NATIONAL POLICY

9. It is clear that the vrork of the Conference and the adoptlon of the convention
has already had and will continue to have a lasting inpact on lhe 1aw of the sea
and on general internationat lan. Even though the Convention has not yet entered
into force, this impact is discernlble ln the national policies of States, and in
particular ln their national legislation. It is also evidenced in the developmenls
at the international level, as illustrated by an exaninatlon of the activitles of
lnternatlonal organizatlons concerned with narine affairs (see secCs. IV and V
below) .

A. National approaches to narine affairs

10. Most States have now adopted or are in the process of adoptlng natlonal policy
and legislation consistent with the convention, Hofiever, although recent years
have h'itnessed a groning consclousness of the need for emphasizing tbe
comprehensive approach in State policy and legislation, the inltlal responses !o
that need indicate that the currenc state practice eith regard to rnarine affairs ls
for the nost part far fron inlegrated.

11. The predorninant approach to marine activities haE essentialJ.y been a sectoral
one, responding to discrete issues. That is, policies tend to relate to various
narine aectors, guch as fisheries, oll and gas, or shipping and transport,
independently of one another. The inter-sectoral relationships, including those
betvteen narine and non-marine gectors, are rarel-y addressed. Thus, whlle the
existing leglslative basis for different sectora nay be quite rich, it often does
not provide adeguate neans for cotrdination anong lhe various sectors. Moreover,
there are often overlaps and lacunae in natlonal legislation $ith respect to
responsibililies and functlons among governnental agencies dealing wlth various
sectors,

T,
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]-2. The comprehensive approach to marine affairs adopted in the convention, as
well as the enphasis placed in the convention on the fact that "the Problens of
ocean space are closely interrelated and need to be considered as a whole"
(third pa.ragraph of the preanble) , has'wide-ranging irnplications for state PoIicy
and legislation. That is, the convention provides a foundatlon for the adoption of
an integrated national- approach to rnarine-related activilies. In broad terms, this
concept calls for an integrated approach to the problens of the narine sector as a

whole, taking full account of the interactions anong various narine activities as
weII as those beeween narine activities and the rnarine ecosyslem' and between
rnarine and non-rnarine act.lvities. The legislative developnents that are incunbent
upon the adoption of such an approach rnay fol-low upon a full assessment of
capabiliCles and the cosls and benefits of implementing this approach. An

assessnent of this kind could be essential for rnany States, esp€clally those
developing states whose capabllities may be Iimited.

13. With respecE to the formulation of national poticy for coastal zone rnanagement
in particuLar, the concept of an integrated approach is beginning to play an
inportant ro1e. Many stateE have already adopted legislacion on th16 subject,
involving varying degrees of centrallzed co-ordination. Commoh to all, however, is
the recognition that coastal area development must by necessity be based on an
lncegrated and conprehensive approach, even lhough the choice of a Particular
development and managenent strateqy in any given case $ill differ according co
nationll priorities, policy-mak ing, planning and nanagenent capabilities,
structures and mechanisns, the socio-economic and Political lmportance atlributed
to the coastal areas, and so on. None the less, coastal zone managenent and policy
strategies, albeit fornulated with respect to a sPecific area' night in part be
easily transferred to a broader scalet these timited experiences can provide a rich
ground of skills, methodologies and ins!itutional infrastructure uPon rdhich nore
cornprehensive ocean policy objecLives may be based.

Ilt. state practice regarding the administration and execution of policy' as a

reflection of the differing approaches to and evolution of policy, therefore
varies. Those States that folLow a sectoral approach may allocat€ competence to
indlvidual agehcies in accordance with the subject-nqtter in queslion. For
exanple, a ministry of econonics nay have responsibility over the regutration of
resources, a minisbry of transPortation over navigational questions, a ministry of
the environment over ecological questions' and so on. In sorne instances, uP to
15 ministries and other governmental agencies are involved, their narine
respons ibi I ities often being combined vrith eguivalent responsibilities over
land-based activities.

15. Largely because of the competition and conflict that can result from this
situalion, and because of the alifficulty of establishing a consistent rnaritime
policy in the absence of inter-n inister i al infoEnation exchange or co-ordination
rnachtnery, gone Slates have centralized their admlhislration ot narine affairs by
designating a single exlsting ninistry as its focal point. An exaftple of this is
the case of Thailand with respect to responsibility for coastal zone managenent.
Other States have taken steps to establish separate ninistries Or departtnentB of
narine affairs or other simitar machinery, whj.ch nay deat either with the whole
gamut of national maritime actlvities or with the co-ordination of certain.o

I
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inportant activities. These include developed countries. such as France, and
developing countries, notabty India and Sri Lanka. A third approach to the problen
of co-ordination of marine affairs and policy'\i'ou]d be to establish an
inter-nini ster ia L conrnj.ssion on the guestion, as has been done, for instance, by
Braz il.

16. Another factor that may affect state practice and the adninisbration of marine
affairs is rnembership in international organizations to which nenber StaLes have
transferred compeLence over matters governed by the Convention, as specified in
annex IX of the Conventj-on. The European Econonic Community, for example, has
conp€tence over conservation and utilization of narine living resources,
preservation of the marine environment, and conmercial policy, to the excLusion of
its nember States. where there has been a transfer of competence, policy will be
determined at the inte rgover nment.aL leveL and subsequently incorpolated at the
hational level. This situation may influence the struccure of adninistrative and
executive arrangements at the national leveI.

I7. A co-ordinated national ocean policy vill also assist government
representatives deaLing \^,j. th narine affairs to take consisteht natlonal positions
on issues. Lack of such co-ordination is often apparent in the varying positions
or approaches taken in different international forums on the same or sinilar issues
by representatives of the sane covernment, depending on the department or ministry
frorn h'hich they are drah'n.

18. Just as there is a need for a co-ordi.nated and consistent approach to ocean
affairs at the national level, there is also a need for a sinilar approach,
especially with regard to the legal aspects of naritirne issues, anong lnternational
organizations and agencies dealing with such mateers.

B. Direceions in national policy and state practice

19. As has been noted, national policy regarding marine affairs is in varying
degrees of devetoFmen!. None the less, certain trends can be discerned. In the
first instance, as suggested above, the fact that 138 States have signed the
Convention signals the will of the vast najority of States to conni! lhemselves to
the objects and purposes of the Convention. Beyond this, there are a nurnber of
specific issues covered by the Convention regarding which lhere is concrete
evidence of trends in national policy conpatible with it.

20. One such issue is the guestion of the nature and breadth of maritine zonea
under nationar jurisdiction. The convention arlolrs for a territoriar sea of up to
12 nautical rniles, a further 12 nautical miles of contiguous zone and an exclusive
economic zone of a rnaxinum breadth of 200 nauticar miles from Ehe baselines fron
vrhich the breadth of the territorial sea is measured. l4ore than gO States now have
a territorial sea of 12 nautical niles in breadth. U Of these, 48 established
such a cl-airn during the period while the Conference was in progress.

2L. Sorne States have legislation establishing territorial seas with breadths
beyond 12 nautical miles. 8/ In nost cases, such legislation had been adopted
before the early 1970s, at a tine when countries felt lhat a wider maritime zone

o''

o.

a
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under natj.onal jurisdiction or sovereignty vras needed but before lhii concep! of the
excluslve econonic zone had been accepted. It is noted that nost,6l the staces
that have extended their territorial lea beyond 12 nautical miles have signed the
Convention.

22. Ag a consequence of the widespread accePtance of the concePt of the exclusive
economic zone resulting fron the negotiacions of the Third United Nations
conference on the Lavr of the sea, nany countries proceeded to prornulgate laws
incorporating the concept into their national legislation on naritime zones. A!
least 6O countries have pronulgated laws or decrees establishing exclusive econonic
zones of up to 200 nautical miles. / This rride-scale movemen! towards the
incorporation of che concept of thelxclusive econornic zone into national policy
and legislation demonstrates the irnPact the Convention is having upon the evolution
of the larr of the sea.

23. In some cases this national legislaLion r.vas enacted before the final round of
negotiationa of the conference, and thus nay not conform exactly to the Provisions
of the Conv€ntion. That is, countries rnay have nodelled their naritine }egislation
on the exclusive economic zone provisions of the infornal texts of th€ Conference
that, at the tirne of the adoption of that legislation, were slill being
negotiated. As a result some of thi6 legislation may not be totally consistent
$lth the text of the Convention. For example, there are cases where national-
legiElatlon usea the language of the Infornal singl-e Negotiating Text (I9?5) that
served as a basls for negotiations at the Conferencer which referred to "exclusive
rights and jurisdiction" rrith regartl to the establishnen! and use of artlficial
islands, installalions and structures, nexclusive jurisdictlon" with regard to
scientlfic research and I'jurisdictionn rrith regard to Preservation of the narine
environrnent including Pollution control and abatenent. The final Eext of the
convention, oh the other hand, sPeaks sinPly of the I'jurisdiction" of a coastal
State with regard to these activlties in the exclusive economic zone (art. 56,
para. I (b), ,

24. Sorne SlaEes that have not yet lncorPorated the concePt of the exclusive
economic zone into ttteir natlonal policies and legislation have none the less
extended jurisdiction in the fonn of fisheries zones. At present, some

21 countries have fisheries zones extending up to 200 nautical niles' :g/ The

essential atistinction betrreen an exclusive econonic zone and a fisheries zone lies
in the extent of jurisdiction retained by the coastaL state and the resources over
nhich that jurisdiction may be exercised. That is, under the convention all living
and non-Ilving resources nay be coverett by the concept of an exclusive economic
zone, rdhereas fisheries zonls pertaln only to living resources or to certain
species of thern.

25. Slnce the work of the conference began, sone states with fisheries zones have

introducedl into their national legal systems the concept of an exclusive economic
zone ln a manner elther consistent r.ri th the Convention or more closely folloning
the conventlon. ,lnong these are the union of soviet socialist RePublics and the
Unlted State6 of Arerica. II,/

L-
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26. A nunber of:iEignatory States that have national legislation regulating zones
of adjacent mariLlme space that may not be wholly conpatible with the provisions of
the Conventlon have begun to revien and revise such legislation in order to ensure
conformity with the piovisions of the Conv€ntion.

27. According to the avaiLable inforrnation of the coastal States that have
ratified the Convention (see para. 7 above), five (Cuba, Fiji, the Ivory Coast,
Mexico and the Philippines) have enacted excrusive econonic zones, two (the Bahanas
and the cambia) have fisheries zones, and tr,ro (chana and Senegal) have an extended
territoriar sea' Four (Belize, ,Jamaica, Egypt and Namibia) have no! yet fornulated
legislatlon relating !o exeended jurisdiclion over adjacent naritime spaces.

28- l'tany states nay require infornation and assistance in the inp].enentation of
the Convention and in the determination of how best to benefit froh it. One
exanple involves the r6gine of the continental shelf, in particul.ar the
deternination of its outer Iimit, where more information nay be required by sone
states before any national policy is developed, especial-ly if the continental shelf
extends beyond 200 nautical nlles from the basellnes fron rrhich the breadth of the
territorial sea is measured. Upon entry into force of the Convention, the
Comnisslon on the Linics of the Continental Shelf Eo be established under annex If
of lhe Convention rnay be requested to provide assistance in this respect. AnoCher
example relates to the rdgime for archipelagic rraters. Some archipelagic States
have enacced legislation for the establishment of an archiperagic waters r69ime
conslstent with the Convention. Others may reguire further 1egal and technical
information in order to det€rnine r.rhether in fact they meet the criteria under the
Convention establ.ished for the application of the archipelagic r6gine.

29. The office of the special Representative of the secre tary-ce nera r for che Law
of the Sea has been recelvlng an increasing number of requests from States for
infornatlon and assistance regarding nationar legislation and practice concerning
nany of the natters covered by the Convention pertaining to maritine zones (see
paras. 108 and I09 belorr) .

30. very few states have fert the need to enact legislation with respect to the
international sea-bed area. France, cermany, Federal Republic of, Japan, the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom of creat Britain and Northern
Ireland and the United States of Anerica have enacted legislation on the subject.
ft should be noted that the legality of such legislation has been challenged in
international foruns by other states. 12/

III. SETTI,EMENT OF CONFLICTS AND DISPUTES

31. The significance of the need for orderly regulation of ocean space can best be
demonstrated by noting the nunber of international conflicts rel-ating directly to
or having inportant impllcations for the question of uses of the sea. An
illustrative listing h'ould include the nining of the Red seat the question of the
Strait of Hormuzt the question of the Beagle Channelt the Canada-United States of
Anerica disputes regarding ceorges Bank, the Beaufort Sea and the North-West
Passaget the Nicaragua-United States of Arnerica dispute regarding the mining of

o^
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Nicaraguan waters, and the solonon lslands-united states states of.i Anerica dispute
over f;shing rights, the canada-France dispute regarding the saintr Pierre and

Miquelon Isles, the Colonbia-vene zuela alispute re;ar'ting the Gulf of venezuela' and

the teople's Repubtic of Ch i na-Ph i I ippines-viet Nan dispute over lhe sPrattey and

Paracels archipelagoes. The Iegal, economic and political franework that the
convention provides, especially as it becones increasingly incorporated into
national policy and legislation, rritl tend to have a stabilizing effect on

international ocean affairs in the long run' thus reducing the incidence of
PotentlalconflictoveroceanSPaces.Moreover,theconventionitselfprovides
mactrinery for the settlenent of disputes concerning the interpretalion and

application of its Provisions.

32. In recent years several disputes involving naritirne delimitation questions or
other questions related to the use of the sea have been subnitted to third party
procedrires for settlenent. The resort to chese Procedures for the Pacific
settlement of maritime disputes is fully consistenc with the objects and purposes

of the convenEion. lnclud;d anong the disputes so submitted are the case of the
Beagle Channel betrreen Argentina ind chile. the delinitaeion of the maritime
boundary in the culf of Maine area between canada and the united states of Americat
the continental shelf alelinitation belween the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and Tunisiat
the continentat shel-f delinitation between the Libyan Arab Janahiriya and !'[alta,
and the case of "nilitary antl paranilitary activities" in and against Nicaragua,
involving alleged violations of rules of the law of the sea (Nicaragua,/un ited
sbates of America). In the first case, the parties concluded a treaty through the

mediation of the HoIy see. The four renaining cases were subnitted to lhe
rnternational court of ,fusticer vrhich has already adjudicated the flrst two'

33. on occasion, the International cour! of Justice has been specifically
requested to take inLo consideration the Principles of the convenlion in its
decisions. fn the continental shelf case belween the Libyan Arab Janahiriya and

Tunisia, the Parties to che dispute reguested the court to take account in decidinq
the case of equitable principlei and the relevanl circumstances lhat characterize
the area in questron, as weli as the accepted Erends energing in the Third united
Nationg Conference on the Law of the Sea. The precedents referred to by the Court

in the resolutlon of that case set the stage for lhe acceptance of provisions of
lhe convention even bef;;e iti entry into iorce. That is, the developments in the

Iarrthattookplacethroughcheconferencewererecognizedasprovidingthelegal
basis for resolving naritime issues.

34. on 12 october 1984, the rnternational court of Justice cane !o a decision in
thecasebetv,eencanadaandtheUnitedstatesofAmericaconcerningtheGulfof
l,la ine area. That case was referred to a five-menber Chamber of the Court rn

accordance with an agreenent beth'een the Parties concluded on 29 March 1979' That

agreenent called upon thetCourt to decide upon the conflicting claims in accordance

with t'fhe princiPles and rules of international law applicable in the.rnatter as

betrireen th-e partiesn. f-l-U- *" court in its decision noted chat cerlain provisions

of the convention concelning the continentaL shelf and the exclusive economic zone

were adopted by the Conference I'ithout objectlon, and nay be regarded "as consonant

at present vrith general international Ia!' on the questionn' ]4/
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35. Furthernore, tlie Court concluded that t'the delimitation effected in conpliance
eith the governlng principles and rules of law applying eguitable criteria and
appropriate nethods accordingly has produced airequitable overall resutti. Ill It
miqht be noted that this approach is conpatible'eiCh the objects and purposes of
the. Convention, ivhlch calls for delimitation of naritirae areas in a nanner so a€ to
achiev€ an equitable soluti.on. l!/
36. The reliance of the Court on the Convention, whether direct or indirect, is a
significant developnent erith regard to the inplenentation of the principles
embodied in the Convention, and consequently to the evolution of the atlitude of
States lowards the orderly regulation of ocean space in accordance therenlth. It
can be expected that the Convent.ion will continue to play a nore and more prominent
role ln the resolution of conflicts.

IV. IMPLICATIONS OF TIIE COWENTION POR INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

o^

37. ltre adoption
international law

of
of

the Convention, which has made extensive changes in
the sea, including the institution of a number of conceptual

innovations. has necessitated a review of the nandace and activities of
lnternaEional organlzations and bodies concerned rrith naritime issues. l4any of
these institutions have already mad€ the necessary adjustnents while others are
still reviewing the inplications for them. The United Nations itself inctuded in
lts mediurn-term plan 1984-1989 a najor prograrune on marine affairs with a central
programne on lah' of the sea affairs (see para. 94 belor.r),

38. Various organizations and agencies of the Uni.ted Nations system have been
studying the inplicatj-ons of the Convention for their prograrnmes and activities, as
well as for the nultilateral treaties related !o their rnandates. The follo$Jing
organizations have undertaken an exanination of the impact of the Convention on
their activities.

39. The Assenbly of the Inlernational Marltime Organization (IMO) at its
thirteenth regular session requested that a careful and detailed examination of the
inplications of the Convention should be undertaken. The purpose of this
examinatlon nrill be to assess the implications of the Convention for the
conventions and work of ItlO in order to determine the Iscope and areas of
appropriate IMO assistance to member StaCes and other agencies in respect of lhe
Provi.sions of the Law of the Sea Convention dealing wlth matters within the
competence of IMO|'. This examinallon is also to enable IMO 'to develop sultable
and necessary collaboration tiith the Secretary-General of the United Nations on the
provision of infornation, advice and assistance to developing countries on law of
the sea matters within the conpetence of IMO,, (A L3/S(b)/2, para. 97).

40. The exanination reguested by the Assenbly has already been initiated in the
IMO Legal Office. By agreenent betlreen the Secretary-ceneral of IMO and lhe
Special Representative of the Secretary-ceneral of the United Nations for the Law
of the sea, the rMo secretariat will continue to consult closery with the office of
the Special Representative in the preparation and issue of documents resulting fron
lhe examlnatlon (see also sect. v).
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41. The rnternational civil Aviation organization (IcAo) Legal car nittee has

connenced its exanination of the irnplications of the Convention for the application
of the Chicago Convention, its annexes and other international air' Iaw instruments
and has given lt a high priority within its general work Prograrnne. A detailed
study prepared by the IcAo secretariat has been sen! to states and selected
inteinatlonal organizations for their connents. The Office of the special
Representative has also been consulted on this study. The analytical work entailed
is extensive since the Convention on lhe tavt of the Sea contains numerous
provislons on airspace, civit aircraft and other subjects relevant to civil
aviation, particularl-y in its sections dealing with territorial waters,
archipelagic nalers, exclusive econonic zones, high seas, pollution fron or through
the atnosphere and pollution by dunping. The study does not id€ntify any instances
where the implications would be such as to reguire amendments to international air
law inscrutnents. rt does, horrever, ldentify instances where it nay be necessary to
fornulate advice to States on the application of these instruments in the Light of
the Convention on the Law of the Sea and where interpretative deterrninations may be

cal-Ied for. The study suggests, for exarnple, that for greater certainty about the
general legal atatus of the exclusive economic zone it nay be desirable for ICAO

nenber States to reach a consensus and accept an interpretative determination Chat'
for the purpose of tshe chicago convention, its annexes and other international lavr
instrutnents, the exctusive econonic zone is deemed to have the san€ legal sCatus as
the high seas and any reference in these instruments to the high seas should
therefore be deened lo encompass the exclusive economic zone.

42. The recenl l{orld Conference on Fisheries Managetnent and Developnent, organized
by the lbod and Aqriculture organization of the United Nations (FAO) and concluded
on 6 July 1984, was greatly influenced by the convention inasnuch as its scrategy
for Fisheries l{anagement and Development was based on an exanination of both the
technical and policy inplications of the new r69ime for lhe sea and was endorsed on
the understanding that its guidelines were without prejudice to the provigions of
the Convention. For the purposes of the Conference and for other aclivities of
FAo, detailed and mul tid isciplinaty studies r.tere also nade of certain problens
raised by the Convention, such as the conditions of access to the living resources
of the exclusive economic zone. international co-oPeration in the nanagenent of
shared stocksf straddling stocks, highIy nigratory species, narine manmals and

fishing in areas of the high seas enclosed by zones under national jurisdiction
(see also para. ?0) .

43. A special Task Team of lhe Intergovernmental Oceanographic Comnission (Ioc) of
the united Nations Educational, scientific and cultural organization (tNEsco) ,
rrhlch vras forned to study the implications of the Convention for the Cornmission, is
expected to complete most of its work before the end of the year. Ioc deals with
rnaiine scientiflc research, ocean services and related technology, and training,
education and mutua]- assistance; it also functions as a joint specialized nechanism
(unater the lhtersecreCariat Comrnittee on Scientific Progratnmes relating to
Oceanography (ICSPRO) agreement) in charge of assisting organizations of the system
with theii iespons ibi I i ties in the field of marine science. Detailed analyses have

been nade with a view to updating the functions of the IOC. IoC also has
prograrnnes on international oceanograPh ic data exchange and ocean rnaPping ' ocean

science in relation to non-living resources (in conjunction with the United
Natiohs) , and ocean science in relation to living resources (jointfy itith FAo), in
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addition to the activities envisaged in its cornprehensive plan for a major
assj.stance plograftme to enhance the narine gcience capabilities of developing
countr ies.

44. Arso as a consequence of the adoption of the convention, roc is makug severar
studies of marine science and oc€an resources in the context of the nev, ocean
rdgime, and is co-operating with che office of the sp€cial Representative of the
secre tary-Gener al for the r,aw of the sea in the conpilation of national legislatiohrelative to the conduct of marine scientific research in zones of nationaljurisdiction (see also paras. 58 and 74).

45. The world l''le teorolog icar organization (wMo) has exarnined the conventi.on in
terrns of its mandate and policies as set forth or as reflected in the WMO
convention, technical regurations and major progranmes such as world weather watch,
Marine Meteorology Programme, rntegrated clobal ocean services systen (wMo/roc),
Tropical cyclone Prograrune and world Clinate Research programrne. It has found that
the forlowing provisions of the convention are of particular relevance for wMo:articles 24,87,94.98, 1431 J.451 part. xrr as it relaEes to the provision of
meteorological supportr part xrrr, parcicurarly its articlea 23s, 239, 242 Eo 244,
and' 246 fo 249, and part XIv. The ninth world Meteorological Congress (1983)
adopted a resolution concerning the law of the sea (resoiution g icc-fx) ) *at
urged WMO nembers to continue to pronote narine meteorol-ogical and related
oceanographic observationar prograrunes over the oceans for both operational and
research purposes,

46. As regards the legal r69ime for the conduct of marine scieneific research, wl{o
has noted that the conferehce on the r.av, of the sea in 1980 recognized that I,iMo I s
research and operationar activities over the ocean, such as those nentioned above
and the Voluntary Observing Shipsr Scheme, were routine activities of conmon
interest to a1l countries and that the nen rdgime would not therefore create "anydifficulty and obstacles hindering adequate rneteorological coverage from the ocean
areas including areas within lhe exclusive economic zone". !Z// This concrusion has
been of considerabLe importance for mlo since besides its arrangenents for the
provision of meteorological and related geophysical and environmental information
from ocean areas, m'lo carries out large scientific experiments over the oceans
using ships, aircraft and other neans of acquiring data (see also para. 24).

47. The United Nations Ehvironment Programme (UNEP) has given the Convention ci-oae
and detailed exanination in view of its many provisions dealing directly orindirectly with the protection and nanagement of the rnarine and coastal
environnents and their resources. This examination has produced certain
conclusions as to possibre future emphasis ln the relevant activities of uNEp. rtis UNEPTS view that rnany tasks in the areas of nonitoringr issessnent and others
nay best be inplemented at the regional levelt that the implementation of the
convention would benefit from the eraboragion of globar guidelines and principles
on specific natters such as marine pollution from land-based sources and
environmental irnpact assessnenti that the provision of training and exper!
assistance for the developnent of national environmental legisLation and
adninistration would also assune ne$ irnportance, that questions such as liability
and cornpensation (including ensuring adequate recourse) for environmental injury
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should be the subject of future progressive develoPnent of the lat{t and that nevt

activities such as deep sea-bed rnining should be nonilored and evaluated on an

ongoing basis to determine necessary environmental Protection neasures' .In this
talt rispect, UNEp has a concern to ensure that environmental considerations are

taken account of in Lhe drafting of rules, regulations and procedures by the

Preparatory commission (see also paras. 66 and following) '

48. Active collaborati.on has been establisheal betseen the International
iydrographic organization (IHo) and the office of the special RePresentative of the

secretary-General for the LaI^' of the sea, particularly rvith respect !o the
collection of charts and published naterials on baselines, 1fini!s of territorial
seas and exclusive 

""onot'i" 
zones' maritime boundary agreenents and national

legislations and declarations. The IHo naintains a panel of experts to advise on

technical aspects of law of the sea, including such aspects as sea-bed mapping, use

ofgeodeticdataandaPpli'cationoftheworldGeodetlcsystemthathaveparticular
relevance to the rrtor k of the Preparatory Cornnission. As a Consequenee of the

convention, the need Eo establish and,/or strenglhen national hydrographic
capabilities has assumed even gleater importance' The Directing conmittee of rHo

has formulated implenenting Procedures in which assistance rnay be requested by both

rnenber and non-nember states of the IHo.

49. The possible rarnifications of the Convention are being closely examined by the

united Nations Division of Narcotic Drugs and the connission on Narcotic Dru96'

There ls a particular interest in the exten! to which the convention will have a
positive inpact on naritime interdiction of iltic!t drug traffic' Attention is
bir.ct.d at articles 27 (crininal jurisdiccion on board a foreign shiP) and I08
(ill-icittrafficonthehighseas),andalsototheprovisionsestablishinglhe
maximum breadths of the territorial sea, contiguous zone and exclusive economic

zone, and the concep! of archipelagic waters, and to those specifying lhe righcs
and duties of coastal states therein. There is an expectation that some of the

complex problens States face in intercepting vessels suspecled of smuggling drugs

ruy b. o.r"..o.e with the entry into force of the convencion, in particular' that
drug law enforcernenl agencies-of States Parties would have a greater ability to
take action in respecc of foreign ships in extended areas under their jurisdictjon.

V. DEVELOPMENTS IN MATTERS COVERED BY THE CONI/ENTION

. A. Peaceful uses

50. The second Review conference of the Parties to the Treaty on tbe Prohibition
of the Blplacement of Nuclear Weapons and Other weapons of Mass Destruction on tbe

sea-Bed and ocean Floor and in the subsoil Thereof was held in septenber 1983'

Anongst other subjects, the Conference discussed the relationship between lhe
Treaty and the Convention on the Law of Lhe sea.

5I. It was generally held, as reflected in the preamble to the Final Declaration'
that nothing in the convention should affec! the rights and obligations assumed by

states parties to the sea-Bed Treaty. sorne countbies, in this connection. held
that the extent of lhe sea-bed area to which the Treatyrs prohibition applied

['
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should not be affected by the entry into
paragraph was adopted by which the
States, including specifically that
exploration and use of the sea-bed

force of the Conveneion. A new prearnbular
Conference emphasized the interest of all
of developing States, in the progress of the

and its resources for peaceful purposes.

B. Maritine law

I. Maritine safety and navigation

52. Anendments to the 1974 rnternational convention for the safety of Life at sea,adopted in 1981, entered into force on 1 septenber t9g4. Furlhe! inendmencs,adopted in 1983, are exFected to enter into force on 1 .tuly 1996. consideragion isbeing given by rMo to the question of amending lhe annex to the l9?4 solAsconvention, adopting a new Load Line convention !o replace the rnternalional
Convention on Load Lines, 1966, and adopting a new Convention to replace theI9l0 Convention on Salvage and Assistance at Sea. On the question of salvage,detaired consideration wirr be given to proposars for nodiiying the existing regalr69ine for intervent.ion by coastat states i-n cases of poLlution or threat ofpollution in order to give the threatened coastal state a greater partici.pation insalvage operations. The nork on salvage represents an irnportant plrc of the
response of rMo to the problens brought to light nith the "Anoco cadiz,, disaster ofL978,

2. Conditions for registration of ships

53. The united Nations conference on conditions for Registration of shrps wasconeened in ceneva from 16 Jury to 3 August 1994, in order to consider the aaloptionof an international agreement concerning the conditions under which vessels shouldbe accepted on national shipping registers. A resumed session is schedured for28 January to 15 February 1985. The proceedings and outcome of this conference areof direct relevance to the inplenentation of aiticles 9r. 92 ana 94 of theconvention on the r,aw of the sea and certain draft texts before the conferencereproduce parts of the text of those articles.
5.4. \,,ro distinct posilions have emerged in the conference. The f i.rst naintainsthat for a genuine rink to exisf between a vessel and the frag of ,"gi"lrv and fora state to be in a position to exercise effectivery its jurisiiction and concrol inadrninis trative, technical and socj.al natters over ships itying tts f1a9, it isnecessarv for nationals of. the state !o have a participation in the ..iit"r egurty,nanning and management. The second naintains tiat efflctive flag_Statejurisdiction and control in administrative, technicar and social naltersconstitutes the real genuine Link, and f1a9 States, in particular, should ensurechat-all vesseLs on their. registers conpLy vrith generalLy accepted rules andstandards concerning narilimi safety, pieiention-of mariie poliutron ino socrarconditions of seafarers, while it should be 1eft to each sovereign State todeternine whether or not requlrements should be raid down regarding the nationarityof owners, crew or nanagenent with respect to national flag vessels.
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55. The draft texts before the conference contain a section on !.-be specific
infornation that shoulal be contained. in the register of ships to be maintained by

every flag Statet they give consider.ably more detail than the Provisions of
arti;le 94, paragraPh 2 (a) of tbe united Nations Cohvention on the La$ of the

sea. Ttrere is also a draft provlsion that would pernit a state !o grant
registration and the right to fly its flag to a ship chartered-in on a bareboat
Uasis Uy a charterer in that State' for the Period of that charter' in accordance

with its laws and requlations.

3. l'laritime labour law

56. Ihe InternaEional Labour office (ILo) Joint Maritime commission tnet in
sePlemberlgs4topavethewayforaPreparatoryTechnicalMaritineconferencein
19-86 and a full Maritirne Session of the fnternational Labour Conference in 1987'

convened to consider several aspects of labour law related to seafarers'

ST.variousresolutionsadoPtedbythecomftissiondemonstratelheimPortanceof
other naritine issues for maritime labour. These issues include: the need to
ensure that full anil up-to-date infornation on intended voyages of shiPs carrying
radioactive cargoes is nade available and that a code of Practice regulating ship
type antl Packaging and storage of such naterials is developed by IMo; the need to
ensure that peaceful solutlons are found to conflicts involving attacks on clvilian
ships and mi-ning of port6 and shlpping lanes, since they Put seafarersr -lives at
riskt the need to examine the pos;ibiliEy of adopting an instrument obliging a

stac; detaining a seafarer or ship to inforn the flag.stal-e and.state of
nacionality of-the seafarer imnediatefy anal to deal l{ith the matter expeditiously
under lawl anal the need !o study the Problems of Personnel working aboard the
growlng number of rnaritime nobile offshore units, lthich also requires ILo and IMO

[o detirmine which of such units should be classified as ships'

4. Other rnaritime latr matters

58. sorne prelimlnary htork on the legal status of the ocean Data Acquisition systen
(ODAS) was alone jointly by It'lO anal rOC prior to the conclusion of lhe Conference on

the Lar,, of the sea, out il was agreed that further work r'rouLd await the final
conclusions of the conference. ionsideration is now being given to the possible
conveningofanll4o/IocintergoverntnentalpreParatoryconferencetoflnalizedraft
articles for consideration and subsequent adoPtion'

59. consideration is being given to the conclusion of a convention on offshore
nobile craft, including civil liability aspects, and to a convention for the

uniflcation of rules concerning civil jurisdiction, choice of lavr and recognitlon
of enforcenent of judlgenents in matters of coLlisions'

L
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C. Environmental l"ah'

1. qrevention and control of narine pollution from ships

60. The MARPoL convention. The l4arine Enviroriment Protection corurittee of IMo hasin septernber 1984 adopted anendrnents to the rnternational convention for the
Prevention of Marine pollution fron ships, l9?3, as modified by the protocor of
1978 thereto. The 197311978 r4ARpoL instrunent is presently in fdrce in 3l states.
covering 7I.72 pet cent of r.ror ld shipping.

6I.._qiviI liability and compensation. A diplonatic conference convened by IMO inAprll/!{ay l-984 adopted two protocols to amend lhe International convention on civil
Liability for oil Poltution Damage, 1969, and the rnternational convention on the
Establishment of an rnternational Fund for compensation for oir porrut.ion
Danage, 1971. These protocols i{i11, when they enter into force, establish two
revised instruments on these subjects.

2. prevention and control of marine pollution from dunping

62. London Dumping convention. The Eighth consultative Meeting of contracti.ng
Parties to the convention on the preventlon of lr4arine pollution by Dumping of
wastes and other Matter (London Dunping convention) h'as held in February 1994. The
Meeting took action on a number of aspects of the report of the scientllic croup on
Dumping, including establishing criteria for che arlocation of substances in
annexes r and rr of lhe convention and guidelines for the application of annex rrr,
and carrying out a review of reporting procedurest and agreed to use Ehe report of
Task ream 2000 on a rong-nange strategy for the convention in planning the future
wor k programme.

63. Dunping of radioactive vrastes. ?he February neeting of the contracling
Parties also agreed to convene a technical expert group to conslder some agreed
issues concerning proposals for amendnent of the annexes to the London Convention
related to the durnping of radioactive wastes.

64. As concerns the guestion of the disposal into the sea-bed of bigh-level
radioactive wastes, the parties are seeking to reach a consensus at their next
meeting in the light of the report of the Ad Hoc croup of Legar Expergs on Dumping
and the proposats rnade by a number of partfEEl- without preiudice lo the question;and the proposats nade by a number of pa r tfEi- wittrout prejudice io the ques
of the applicabillty of the rondon convention in the disposar of high-level
radioactive wastes or ocher high-revel radioactive natter into the sea-bed, the
February meeling agreed, by consensus, chat the Consultalive Meeting of the
Contracting Parties to the London Dumping Convention is the appropriale
international forun to address the question, including the question of the
campatability of thls type of disposal rrith the provisions of the rondon Dunping
convention. There was also a consensus that no such disposal should take place
unless and until it is prov€d to be technicalry feasible and env i. ronnentally
acceptable. This wourd aLso include a deternination that 6uch wastes and natter
can be effeceivery isorated from the rnarine environment and the elaboration of a
requlatory rnechanisrn under the r,ondon convention to govern lhe disposal into the
sea-bed of such radioactive wastes and other matter.
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Internat'iona1ltornicE,'er@esspecificresponsibilitieS
under the London Dunping 66nvention. Annex I of the Conventlon requires IAEA to
elaborate Lhe criteria for defining high-level wastet annex II requires fAEA to
proviale reconunendations lo nationaL authorities for dumping of radioactive waste.
The revised definition for high-Ievel- radioactive wastes or olher high-level
radioactive matter unsuitable for dunping at sea, and reconmendations for the issue
of special pernits ( r NrErRc/2o s,/Add ' t,zRev ' 1) , accepted by the contracting Parties
in lg7g, r€nain in force for the purposes of the conventlon. Another revision is
currently under way, with the expectation that it can be submitted for approval by

the Board of Governors in 1985.

D. Legislative developments under prograrnnes of the
Un i ted Na t ionFjnv i r oltllglt!_lI

55. De tion and rad i

l. Regional seas. programme

tive te s. The

t 66. Initiated in 1974r the UNEP regional seas progranne now covers 1l areas where

', regional action plans are oPerative or are under development' six of the regions
are nov, coveled bv conventions dealing with the Protection of the narine

" enviro.,nent fron iollution in general and complenentary protocols relating
'! ^ essentially to the conbating of oil pollution: the Mediterranean region' the-- 

-

a il;;ia-;;ti". 
-pi." 

region, in. w."t lntl central African region, lhe wlder caribbean

- region, the Soulh-East pacific region and the Red Sea and culf of Aden region. The

MediterraneanregionhasthreeadditionalProtocolsdealingv,ithpol].utlonfron
dumplng, pollution frorn land-based sources and with sPecially Protected areas'

".Thesouth-EastPacificregionhasa]'soadopEedanadditionalprotocolconcerning
; pollution fron land-based sources, and a regional continqency plan for oil spill

clean-up. In the south-west Paciiic reqion a convention for the protecti'n and
J developrnent of lhe natural resources and two Protocols on the prevention of
, polrution by alurnping and on co_operation in conbating oi1 porlution energencies are
' 'under negot-iation. In the East African region, a convention and two progocols (one

- on combating poltution ernergencies and the other on protected areas and t'rild fauna

\, and flora) are being develoPed.

2. Environnental larv Progranfie

67. work at the global level on lhe subject of marine po)'Iution fron land-based

sources rras initiated within the framework of UNEP progrannes in 1981 by an ld hoc

Meeting of senior covernnent officials Expert in Environmental Law. under the

objecllve and strategy outlj.ned by the g:-leg Group' expert neetings are being held

to develop g1oba1 princlptes and guj.delines.

68. The I98l meeting also establisheal an objective and strategy for promoting

environnenEal inpac! assessnent and the Working Group of Experts on Environnental
law has met (June 1984) to develoP Principles and guidelines' A second meeting

will be scheduled j.n 1985 subject to authorization by the UNEP Governing council.

f'
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69. UNEP has under revie'the use that has been made of lhe conclusions and
guidelines prepared by its working croup of EiiFerts on Envlronnental r€w for theprevention of rnarine pollution caused by offshore ninlng and alrilling nithin thelinits of national jur isdiclion.

E. Fisheries nanaqement and developnent

70. FAo has rong been involved with the changes that have emerged in the regar
r€gime of tie seat the exclusive economic zone (EEz) prograrnne, instituled in 1979r
has been the focal point for its activities. The progranune is now conplenented bythe action progranmes established by the recent world conference on Fiiherles
Managenent and Developnent.

7l' The vlor Id conference endorsed by consensus a strategy for Fisheries t/tanagenent
and Developneht, conprising guidelines for consideration by covernnents and
organizations when pranning and lmplementing fisheries managenent and developrnent.fn endorsing the Strategy, the Conference noted that tt sho;ld in no way be -

considered binding upon or involving conmitnents by covernnents. rn particurar,
the conference emphasized that the strategy,s guidelines were not intlndett toreopen the issues arready settled at the united Nations conference on the Law ofthe sea and were rrithout prejudice to the provisions of the convention on the Larof the Sea. The Strategy was considered Co be a unique and valuable point ofreference and guidance for covernnents and international organizationl to r,ror k
together to prornote the self-reliance of councries in fisheries and to increase thecontributions of fish to world food supplies and food security.
72. The Conference also approved an integrated package of five progranmes ofaction that enphasize technicar assistance, training, lnvestnent and regionar
cc-operation to herp developing countries to increase fish production .rrd i.provetheir individual and collective self-reliance in fisheries, Designed for executlonnainly, but not .exclusively, by FAo, the progrannes of action cover the forlowingfive separate but interrinked areas: pranning, managenent and developm€nt of
f isheriesl snall-scale f isheries development, aquaculture developnentl
i.nternationar trade i.n fish and flsh productst and the role of fisheriee inalreviating under-nu tr i tion. Th€ conference adopted a nurnber of resolutions
concerning the inplernentation of the strategy and the progranmes of action andspecific aspecls of fisheries managenent and development.

73. lthe EEz programrne, cornplemented by a number of regular and field progranmeactivities' has provided_poricy and planning missions io advrse aeveloiing coastarstates on prospects for developnent of fishery resources within their ixclueive
economic zones, as well as.on nanagemenC requlrementsl a flshery 1a1, advlsoryprogranme to assist countries on fisheries legislatlon, fisheriis access agreemenEsand neans of regionar- co-operation in fisheries devel.pmenc and managemenc, and amonitorlng, control and surveir-rance programne, under which principles and methods
have been forrnurated, rrith particurar regard to devetoping countries havrng largeexclusive econornic zones, and advisory assistance and trainlng given.
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F. l{arine scientific co-oPeration

74. The comprehensive plan prepared by Ioc for a najor assistance programme to
enhance the narine science capabilities of developing countries is an inPortant
response to the resotution of the United Nations Conference on the Lari of the Sea
on the developrnent of national rnarine science, technology and ocean service
lnfrastruclures in developing countries (annex vI of the Final Act of the
Conference). The plan, adopted by the IoC Assenbly at iCs tnelfth session and
endorsed by the tvrenty-second ceneral Conference of UNESCO, tviU be inplemenled
through regional and/or subregional projects. In general, foc has devoted
considerable efforts to the strengthening of regional activityt existing regional
bodies are being progressivety upgraded to lhe status of sub-cornm iss ions.
Presently lhere are: a sub-conrnission for the caribbean and adjacent regions?
programne groups for the western Pacific, central Indian Ocean, northern and
central western lndian ocean. central eastern Atl-antic and Southern Oceans, and a
Joint I€-WMG-CPPS working group on investigation of the El Nifio Phenomenon in the
south-east Pacific.

G. Rescue at sea

75. The guestion of the duty to render assistance to persons found at sea in
certain circurnstances (art. 98 of the convention) has acquired special inPortance
ln relation to refugees, There has been a continued decline in the nunber of shlPs
rescuing refugees at sea. It has been recognized for several years that the
resettlenent of refugees rescued at sea presents certain difficullies to flag
states in view of che unpredictable nature of rescues and the lack of adequate
burden-sbaring arrangenents. In an attempt to rationalize the systen to share more
equitabty the responsibilily for resetclenent and to encourage ships of certain
countries to rescue refugees, the United Nations High Connissioner for Refugees has
urged both maritine and non-nariline states to contribute to a pool of "ltescue at
Sea Resetllenenl Offersr' (nASRO).

76. Acts of piracy against refugees at sea continue to be a malter of serious
concern although sone inprovenent may be noticed in that there has been a
signlficant reduction in the attacks against boats landing on the shores of
South-East Asian countri es.

'o

t

VI. DEVEINPMENT OF REGIONAT AND SUBREGIONAL CO-OPERATION

77. Reglonal and subregional co-operation, particularly on the Protection
preservation of the narine environnent, nanagenent of Iiving resources and

and
marlne
as andscientiflc research, has increased in recent years and has shown adjustment

lrhen nec€ssary to the new conditions created by the new legal r6girne.

78. A general understanding has been reached on the necessity of develoPing
co-ordinated environmental policies at regional and subregional levels,
particularly as evidenced in the activities of the UNEP regional seas progralnme,
but also in projects developed by the Econornic and social Corunission for Asia and
the Pacific (ESCAP) , uNEsco/Ioc and IMo for specific areas, particularly in the.o
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Asia-Pacific regr-pl. New understandings have also been reached in the fisheries
secto! and in narj,ne scientific research. Th€re is a distinct developnent in
harrnonization of policies in the fisheries sector, particularly on such questions
as the access of foreign fishing operations, nanagement of shared stocks and
fisheries developnent planning. The regulatory systens set up within the franeh,orkof regional institutions such as the European Econornic Cornrnuni ty represent a highly
developed regionar approach (see para. 16), rn general, it can be maintaineal that
a number of regionar structures necessary !o carry out the objectives of the
ConventLon in these important fields are already ln place, allhough it cannor yet
b€ maintained wi.thout a thoroughgoing survey that all- reglonal and subregionalprojects and agreements can be regarded as furly conpaeible with the provisions ofthe convention.

79' There is strong evldence of a further need !o pronote a aletailed understandingof the provisions of the convention, as demonstrated in lhe regions covered by the
Econornic Conunission for I^atin Anerica and the Caribbean (ECLAC) and the Econonic
connission for Africa (EcA) and to study systematically the apprication of the
Convention at the regional leve]. Attention is being given under the joint
Ecr,Ac/united Nations Developnent prograntne (uNDp) progranme on ocean resources and
Latin Anerican developrnent to the organization of subregj.onal seninars and national
courses on ocean poricy with emphasis 0n the conventi.on in order to establishpriority needs. rn EcA a speciar i ntergovernmentar meeting on 'Aspects of the
application of the provisions of the convention", organized in september 19g4, wasspecially designed to lncrease asrareness of the convention, examine imprications
for nanpower, research facillties and organizational arrangements, and to develop
an African approach to some of lhe major problems.

VIT. TI'E PREPANATORY COMMISSION FOR THE INTERNATIONAL SEA-BED
AUTI'ORI TY AND FOR THE INTERNATIONAL TRIBUNAL FOR THE
LAW OF THE SEA

80. The Preparatory commission net tnice during r9g4. r! helo i.ts second sessionat Kingston' Janaica, frorn 19 March to 13 April l9g4 and a meeting from 13 Augustto 5 september in ceneva. The connlssion began its substantive vrork durinq the
second session and continued with its prograrntne at the ceneva meeting,

8r. Priority was accorded to the aaroption of rules for the registracion of pioneer
investors under resolution rr of the conference. rn particular there were threeprincipal issues to be addressed on thls natter! those relating to the need for
applicants for regislration as pioneer investors to resolve before registratlon anyconflicts arising from the overlapping of areas claimed, the nature, cornposition
and function of the group of technical experts to assist the preparatory Conmissionin exanining appllcalionsl and the confidenliali.ty of data and informatlon.

82. The plenary completed the first reading of the draft. rules for theregistration of pioneer investors and on confidentiarity of data and infornatlon,
and provlsionally adopted several of these rules.

o,.
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, 83. Irnder resolution ff of the Conferehce. certain states and entities are enabled
to carry out 'pioneer activitiesn in "pioneer areagr before the en:try into force of

' the Convention. Applications for registration as pioneer investors have been

"' received from the Governments of Prance, India, Japan and the Union of Soviet
s'ocialist Republics. The commission has decided that, follorring the adoption of
bhe rules for the regiatration of pioneer investors, it lriu proceed to register

, the first group of applicants at the third session of lhe Preparatory Coflmission to
be held in Kingston fron l-l ltarch to 5 April 1985. In the nean time the Commissiont has requegted the first group of applicants to resolve as soon as Possible

" coMlicts vrith respec! to Che overlapping of lhe areas claimed.

84. During its ceneva meettng the Preparatory Cornrni s s ion nas lnformed by three
States entitled to sponsor pioneer investors - France, Japan and the Netherlands -

' that an intergovernnenta I agreement ("Provigional Understanding regarding DeeP
t Sea-Bed l.ratters") was concl-uded on 3 August 1984 anong elght Governnents: Belgium,
. France, Gerrnany, Pederal Republic of, Italy, JaPan, Netherlands, Unlted Kingdom of

Great Britain and Northern Ireland and Uniteal states of America. The conmission
. was assured that the agreement ained at ensurlng "the rninimum need of avoiding! possible future confllcts due to overlapping claims for nine sites and as such', fuuils in part the requirements of resolution II to resolve overlapping claimsn
F and that the agreement was fully compatible with the position of their Governnenls

''o
85. In response to this provisional understanding the Group of 77 and the Group of
Eastern European (Socialist) States reiterated their opposition to instrunenes

,. based on national legislation and reciprocal agreements purportinq to regulate and
authorize deep sea-bed aceivilies. They asserEed that the carrying out of any such

t actlvities outsiale the r6gine escablished by the @nvention was ilLegal.

85. At the end of the Geneva neeting the chairnan announced that an understanding
' had been reached on the procedure and on a tinetable for conflict resolution for
, the first group of applicants,
.' 87. Ttre plenary of the corrunisslon has also been considering the rules of procedure
,r of the Assenbly of che Authority and is ln the process of comPleting a first

reading of a draft set of rules prepared for it. It has already Provisionally
' adopt€d a large nunber of these rules.
' 88. At the Kingston session the plenary also discussed the establishnent of the-' Aulhority, including ite staffing. It conclud€d that the future Authorily should
,, be effective, viable, efficlent and cost effective and that the staffing structure

of the future Authority should be lean at least ln the initial stages. It
. requested the secretaria! to Prepare a working paper on lhis subject.

>' 89. In the future the plenary nill consitter ehe rules of procedure of lhe Council
" and the subsidiary bodies as weLl as the establishment and staffing of the
. Authority.

to undertake deep sea-bed activities, "within tbe frameuork of resolution II and
the United Nations Convention on the Lan of the Sea".
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90. The four Speclal Conmissions of the preparatory Connission have been
consialering the substantive hror k allocated to them. special comnission r, whlch ls
charged rith the respon8ibiLlty of studylng the possible adverse effect of sea-beal
mlnlng on developing rand-based producer states, has begun its atudy of rerevant
statlsticg and data. rt has started identifying those developtng land-based
producer stateg likely to be aff€cted by the production of mlnerars from the area
and is studying the measures that rnay be adopted to nininize thelr difficultieE anal
help then to make the necessary econonic adjustments.

91. special comission 2 on the Enterprise, the operational arm of the Authorlty,
has been examining the neasures necessary to bring the Enterprise lnto operation at
an early date, including tho6e referred to in paragraph 12 of iesorution rr. rt
hag been 6tonaldering in partlcuLar the sCructure and requirements for lts start-up
establiahment and the operationar options, rncruding joint venture options for theinitial operatlon of the Enterprise.

92- special connlssion 3 is mandated to draft the regulaeions for deep sea-bed
mining (the rnining code). Followlng its conslderation of a nunber of
"igsue-raiging papersi the speclar corunission has begun to examine a first set of
regulations dearing with the application for approval of plana of nork anal the
content of the application.

93. special comission 4 ls preparlng a report vith reconrnendatiods regardingpractlcal arrangenents for the establishment of the Internatlonal Tribunat for the
Lafl of the sea. rt has been exaninlng, article by article, che Draft Rules of the
Tribunal and has already approved a number of these rule6. rt will contlnue itsconsideration of thern at the next session of the preparacory connission,

O.,
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PAnS Tlfo
.j ,.lu?

IT',TPTEIGNTATION O[' GENERAL ASSEIIBLY RESOLUTION 3849 A
.'',::.

I. BACKGROUND

94. Wlth a view to produei.ng a focris for efforts concerning the seas and oceans
and a cohesive approach to che new legal r6gime, the General Assembly approved the
new major prograrnme on marine affalrs (chaP. 25 of the medium-cerm plan for the
Period 1984-1989) and t{lthln that programne the central prograffne on 1aw of the sea
affairs. ilt [wasl intenaled thereLy io help ensure effectlve co-ordinatioB and
careful dellneation of taaks anong the organlzations included in the Plan and other
organizalions of the United l,lations systenn. W sy resolution 38,/59 A, the
Assembly also established the office of the Speclal RePresentatlve of the
secretary-General for the Law of the sea a9 a Pernanent office resPonsible for
executing the central progranne on law of thq sea affalrE. rt teas designated as
the core office of the orgahization for the lan Of ttre sea. Thls rePort covers the
implementation of resolution 38/59 A and the progranne on law of the sea affaira of
the new najor programne on marlne affairs'

95. Details and specific activiEies of the offlce ln the execution of its nandate
as the office responsible for lhe central prograrnne on Lan of the sea affairs
(chap. 25 of the nediurFterm Plan) will be reported on in conJr:nction r'rith the
report of its progranne activities and also in the context of the Progranme budget
perfornance report for the biennium 1984,/1985. For the purposes of this rePo[t,
only a general overvlew of the actlvities of the Office are Provided.

II. MAINTENAI€E OF C}IARTS AND LISTS OF CO-ORDINATES

96. Under its nandate to assist States in the unlforn and consistent aPPllcatlon
of the Convention, the Office of the SPecial RePresentative acts as the repoEitory
for the receip!r registration and archiving of charts and co-ordlnates establishing
bagellnes and lirnlt6 of naritine zones. The Office has begun to receive such
chaECs and llsts of co-ordinates from Governments. It is engaged ln establishing
the means by which it could rationalize the recording of the varlous scaleE of
charts and the different nethods used by Governnents for the drarrlng of baselines
and listing of co-oldinates. This would assist in the ProPer naintenance of and
ready access to such lnfornation, as well as for publlcation of these materialE or
for their comnunicalion to Seates, on request. To thig end, consultations are
continulng uith the appropriate international organizations, including particularly
the International Hydrographic organizatlon and national agencies deallng rrith
hydrographic and cartograPttic matters.

97. With the receipt of further ratlflcations, additional charts and listF of
co-ordlnates would be depo8iteal. This underlinea the urgency to egtablisbLthe
neans by which this function enCrusted to che secre Eary-General could be dlrried
out.
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III. ANALYTICAL STUDIES

98. The legislative history of the Conventionrs provisions ln many different
subject areas has b€en corlated and analysed to provide the negotlating background
to the text of the convention. These analyses, together with cotrunentaries from the
official records and informal- docunentation of the conference, explain the trends
of the negotiations and the reason for the changes in succeeding infornal
negotiacing texts' This is of particurar inportance since most of the negotiations
hrere conducted in informal meetings for which no official records were kept. These
analyses wourd be of use to covernments, international bodies and institutions,
schoLars and students alike, as an aid to the interpreCation of the treaty
provisions and to its inplenentation by covernnents in their national policy and
legislation. The subject areas that are presently under preparation for
publication within the current l984lf985 biennial period deal lrith the territorial
sea, exclusive econonic zone, land-locked countries, navigation and delimitation.
As part of the publication progra[une under the series ,'Law of the Sea Studies:
Analytlcal Studies on the Lau of the Sea Convention", six such publications are
projected to appear by the end of 1985.

IV. LASI OF THE SEA REFERENCE LTBRARY COLLECTION AND
PUBLICATION OF SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHIES

99. The development of the reference library collection commenced at an early
trrint in the rrork of the Conference and continues to be maintained and updated with
the nosC recent and relevant publications in the field. It is a specj.alized
collection that is lhe source of reference naterial for Ehe wo;k of the office and
l-s used by other organizations, institutions, delegales and scholars.

100. Besides publications on the subject of the lahr of the sea, the reference
collection also includes lhe cornprehensive records of lhe Law of the Sea Conference
(fron 1973 to 1980) and formal and infornal documehtation as well as the voluninous
proPosals and docunentaeion of its Drafting ConuniCtee in the six official languages
of the United Nations. In additj.on, it malntains the documentation of the
Preparatory Connission for the International Sea-Bed Authority and the
rnternational Tribunar for the Lah' of lhe sea. Master files of this docunentation
are under preparation. The reference collection also contains conprehensive
records of the connittee on the peaceful uses of the sea-Bed and ocean Ftoor beyond
the Linits of National Jurisdiction and covers the documentation of lhac conmittee
from 1967 lhrough 19 73.

r0l' A selected bibliography on the lae, of the sea, firsE in the series "Law of the
Sea Studieslr under the publication prograrnne, has been subnitted for plinting.
This volune will provide a selective listing of recent publications dealing with
the .lal, of the sea nost of which are available in the Law of the sea reference
library collection. It vrill be a recurrent publication to be revised or
supplernented annually.
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V. NATIONAL LEGISLATION AND STATE PRACTICE

102. The cornprehensive collection of files of national legisl-ation on narine
affairs, organized by country and by subject area, has been supplemented and
analysed. S(tracts of these legislative materials dealing with topical subject
areas have been circulated to delegations in the !er_el_lhC_ege_lg!ls!!n series.
Conments and confirmations as to the authenticity and accuracy of the infornation
furnished in the Bulletin have been received fron a nunber of covernnents,

103. A series of studies on the practice of states is under preparation utilizing
th€se materials in conbination with data on other relevant developnents concerning
natlonal leglslation, regulations and policies and relevant re:lional or global
activities. Thus, the conbinalion of the analytical studies of the negotiating
history togelher with the evaluation of the practice of States would provide an
insight into the developnents in the 1aw of the sea and its inplernenta tion.

VI. INFORMATIOi{ SYSTEM

104. In addition to naintaining the comprehensive national files referred to in
Paragraph 102 above, including nationaL legislation' proclanations, adninistrative
reguLations, directlves, etc., work has continued on obtaining, extracting and
evaluatlng relevant naterj.als on other aspects of Slate practice in the
implementation of the convention by covernments. These include bitateral or
regional arrangernencs, declarations made when signing or ratifying the convention'
statenents nade in the fornal records of the rhird Uniled Nacions Conference on the
Law of lhe sea or sea-Bed cornnittee, and formal records of other intergover nnenta I
meetings of direct relevance to the Convention on the Law of the Sea. These
naterlals are also being indexed, maintained and analysed by country and subject-
matter for inclusion in these files.

L05. In view of the limitations of this type of manual filing system dealing vtilh
such a complex subject-natter and slnce the infornation ttarrants more detail-ed
analysis, additional indices are being developed for input into a conputerized
lnformatlon systen. By this neans it would be possible to access these rnaterials
and produce the data for dissenination by topic or by subdivided subject areas
rather than only on a counlry or broad subject area basis as j.s possible with the
current manual f iling system.

106. For the purpose of setting up a data storage system, a data index is being
developed by dividing the subject areas by topic and subheadlngs to be able to
access then readity. In developing this electronic data archivj.ng and re!rieval
syatern, the available eleceronic word-processing and data archlving caPabilities of
the Office are being utilized to input atl relevant rnaterials. By using lhe
exisling capabili.ties, an attempt Ls being made to phase in the necessary systen
with ongoing evaluation of needs to rationalize the development of the system, The
storage and archiving of these materials is vtell under way.
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VII. SPECIAL STUDIES AND SPECIAL ADVICE

107. Under the Ffogranme of actj.vity of the office, the range of special studies
and speclal advice has included responses !o requests on the implications of
specific provisions of the ConvenLion in relation Co issues of national, bilateral
or regional interest. The number of requests for information, advice and.
assistance from the Office of the Special Representative has grown perceptibly in
the past year, the main users being covernrnents, government agencies,
intergovernmental organizations and acadenic institutions.

108. The increasing number of requests nade by covernments for lnformation, advice
and assistance may be taken as evldence of the activity of States in reviening the
specific provisions of the Convention for nationaL purposes. These include the
adoption of decisions relating to the signature and ratification of the Convention,
the adoption or amendment of national legislation, or the development of a more
coherent approach to nalional ocean policies including policies on bilaleral,
subregional or regional co-operatlon. civen the specialized nature of many of the
requests made, pri.orily is being given in the activities of lhe office to che
publication of relevant national legislation, by subject, and developnents in the
fornulation of national ocean policies. tihere legislative and also adninistrative
trends so indicate, efforts are being nade to synthesize i.nforrnation in order to
rneet tbe increasing number of requests for working guidelines by those fornulating
policy, or drafting or amending legislation.

I09. For instance, the Office of the Special Representative has responded to
inquiries concerning the implications of signing the Convention or ratifying i!.
Ttle questions raised have lncluded the inplications of signature to lhe Convention
as affecting the related resolulions adopted h'ith it and the declarations or
statenents made at the time of signature or ratification as provided by the
convention. Moreover, the office has also received reguests to provide advice and
assistance in the review of existing national naritine legj.slation in specific
cases and the manner in which such legislation could be updated, suppLenented or
nodified to ensure confornity with the provisions of the Convention and the
realization of the benefits of the convenlion. For these purposes, the Office of
the special Representative has, as appropriate, co-operated and co-ordinated such
advice and assistance with the appropriate United Nations agencies and
ineergovernmenta I organizatlons co ensure a consistent approach to the Convention
within its leqal framevrork.

VIII. CO-OPER,ATION WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM

II0. Co-operation has continued with the agencies and bodies of the United Nacions
systen ln the collection of the materials and information for the preparatlon of
the annotations !o the Convention. Annotations t ill also show relationships
between the provisions of lhe Convention and other treaty ingtruments and
internatlonal rules and procedures or decisions of intergovernmental bodies.
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1I1. The Office has participated at intergover nnental neetlngs partlcularly those
of UNDP, FAO, UNESCO/IOC and IMO and has provided assistance and lent support to
the activities of these agencies and bodies rrieh a view to ensuring thae a
consistenE approach is taken with respect to the convention and that its effects
nay be reflecled in the work of such bodies and meetings.

1I2. A large part of the needs of i nterg overnmenCal organizations for infornation
and advice nay b€ attributed to their processes of studying ehe provisions of the
Convention in tern6 of their relationships with existing convencions, guidelines
and procedures, and rdith instrunents under developmen!, as well as the inplications
of the Convention for programming and project developnent, particul-arly where
jurisdictional, issues play a roLe or ra'here nes, or expanded approaches to regional
or subregional co-operalion are indicated. Of particular note are the efforts of
those organizations described in paragraFhs 37 to 49 above. The information
provided usua.Ily takes Che form of detailed elaborations of specific provisions of
the Convention including their Legislative and negotiating histories (e.9. "Ihe
legal rCgime with respect to fisheries under the United Nations Convention on the
Iaw of the Sea wiCh a brief history of negotiations leading up to the adoptlon of
the Conventionr', prepared for and presented at the FAO World Conference on
Fisheries t'lanagement and Developnent), comments on studies (e.9. connent€ on
guidelines for a maritime code prepared by a group of experts of the Economic and
Social Comrnission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP)), provision of expertise for
neetirqs of intergovernnental organizations and subsidiary bodies, particularly
those exarnining la$ of the sea issues in the sector concerned, and lectures for
presentation at seminars organLzed by intergover nnental organizations and other
bodi€s. Increasingly. however, lhe Office of the Special Representatlve is also
cal1ed upon to provide a focal point for co-operative efforls in overall narine
polj.cy and programming objectives and needs at regional and subregional levels
(e.9. for the Indian Ocean region with the conpetent internationaL organizations,
the Asian-African Legal Consultative Comnittee (AALCC) and interested covernnents),
to provide the necessary underpinning for regional programming initiatives such as
those of ECLAC and ECA, or to assist in the preparation of sludies on particular
naritine issues (for instance, the study on regional co-operation for Asia and the
Pacific).

I13. The provlsion of infornation and advice must be envisaged as a two-way
process, however, since developments at international and regional levels in che
nany differenb aspects of ocean law and policy formulation, through such
organizations as UNEP, FAO, UNESCO/IOC and IMO are inportant to a broader
understanding of the staLus of the Convention. The Office is therefore giving
grealer attentlon to the problens of general infornalion exchange relating to the
Convention. l4ore attention will also be given in future issue; of the Law of the
Sea Bulletin to agreenents and projects developed at regional and subreglonal
levels and thelr relationships to the inplenentation of the Convention.

ll4. As a prelininary part of the publication of annotations to the Convention a
Iisting entitled I'Multilateral Treaties Dealing with the Law of the Sea" has been
compleCed for pubL ication.
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IX. PROMOIIONAL ACTIVITIES

115. In executing its nandate to carry out pronotional and educational activities
that would enhance the acceptance and implenentation of lhe Convention, the Office
has continued to lrork closely with the Department of Public Information for the
preparation of publicity naterials. A comprehensive publication !itled ,,A Ouiet
Revolution - The United Nations Convention on the Law of the SeaI vras published in
1984 and presents the Convention and the achievemenls of the Conference in a forn
suitable for widespread d issenination.

Il-6. The Official Records of the Third Uniled Nations Conference on the Larr of the
Sea have been published up to volune XV. A special official publication (Sales
No, E.83.v.5) containing the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea has
proved to be nuch j.n demand and in addition to copies provided to detegations, more
than l-,800 copies of the English version have been sold to date. This volune,
containing the Convention and the Final Act of lhe Conference, also includes a
cornprehensive index prepared by the office as a ready reference to the Convention
and its related resolutions. The manner of indexing this docurnent has also proved
useful in establishing a data base for the conputerized infornation system that is
currently being developed (as referred to in para. 105 above) .

X. LAW OF THE SEA BULLETIN

lI7. The office of the Special Representative has also continued its publication of
the Law of the Sea Bulletin series, which was started in 1983 and has been
circulated periodically. The Butletin covers developments relating to the
convention and is intendea to IEE!-EIites abreast of current information in that
regard, and through them, governmental agencies deaLing with rnaritime issues. It
is also of interest to noh-governmental organizations and inslj.tutions.

118. Relevant extracts of national legislation, regulations and related naterials
that have been obtained by this Office have been the subject of analysis and
evaluation and have been included in the Bulletin with respect to lhe rdgines for
territorial seas, contiguous zones, exclusive econonic zones, the continental shelf
and fisheries. Since much of this legislation was only available in the original
language of the national Governnent in each case, docunents were translated
informally for inclusion in the Bulletin. Every effort is being made to expedite
lhe work involved by the office to respond to the denand for issues of the Lavr of
the Sea Bulletin. Denand for issues of lhe Bulleein exceeded anticipated levels
and some issues had to be reprinted.

Il9. Apart from the infornation contained in the publications of the Office,
specialized informaeion needs and reguests for advice have been handled on an
ad hoc basis. including those on such technical natters as baselines, charts and
lisEs of geographical co-ordinates. with the experlence now accumulated, and in
view of the heaw demands currently being made, more atbention witl consequently be
given to the production of information products with as vride a utility as is
feasible, given the inevitable variations in national and regional perspectives and
requirenents. Clearly, also, greater use can be made of specialized seninars, on
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reqional or other bases, to dlsseminate infornatron and to assist @vernfiEnts i.n
their assessnent of the ccnplex and detailed Legal, econcnic and technical
implications ot their acceptance ot the Conventron. A nurnber ot developing
countries, particularry anall isrand states and nany states from the Atrican region
that are hary)ered by the lack ot suttiai.ent resources, expertise and inforlEEron,
would benetit trom this.

XI. EDTrcATIONAI, ACTIVITIEEJ

120. The acEivities ca!ried out have rncLuded assistance rendered to educational
rnstitutions and scholars and parLicipation in seninars ano neetings. The
assrstance provtded to rnsti,tutions and scholars has been given rrith the intention
ot ensurrng that the! have access to detalled intornation as to what transpired in
the negotiations, the inter relat ionship betseen the several parls ot the @nvention
and relevant recent develotrments in imtr Ier0entlng the Convention.

XI I. FELLOhShIF PROGRAIifiE

I21- The activitres pettarning to the tellonship progra!rure have cenLred around the
developnent ot the lianiLton Shirley Anerasinghe Fellowship. This fellor.rship rras
raunched in L980. The voluntary contributions received so far have reached the
targeted figur€ that woulo permit the arrard ot one tetlowship at Ieast each year
trom the tundrs inccrne. fgl These contributions rncluded the award nade by lhe
Third lbrfd lbundation for Social and lbononic Studies of its Third horld Prize f,or
1983. In doing so, it recognized 'tthat so vast and cqnp.Lex a multilateral
instrumen! ag the Law ot the Sea Conventj.on tas the result oi labours ot nany,
anong them the lale Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe of Sri Lanka, who for 12 years
guided the deLiberations of the internationar cofiuuinity, firsc as chairnan of the
Sea-Bed Cornnittee and then as President ot the Thi,rd United Nati.ons Conterence on
tl|e raw ot the sea. The coflnittee arso recognized the contributions of nany other
distrnguished diplonats tron many nations over the years as werl as the dedicated
service ot the thi.ted l'lations Secretariat of the Conterence on the l-aw ot t}|e
Sea". The incone frcm the tund up to 30 June l9g4 is $7,94G ano is expected to be
adeguate by lhe end of 1984 to otter at l€ast one tel.Ior{ship in 19g5,

I22. In response to j,nquirtes naoe by the special Representattve ot Lhe Secretary-
General for the LaH of the sea, several prestigious educationaL instilucions have
offereo to participate in the tellosshrp prograrnne and to provrcte tacrritres tor
selecLed felrows to furtner their studies and research in law ot the sea at the
post-graduate leveL. It is also intended to include a perj.oo ot specialized
training and research 1n the ottice ot the special Representative as part o! the
Prograftne. The rules and guidelines under whrcft the felfordship r{ill be awarded are
presently being rormulated. In tormulating these and other lDoalities tor the
aHaro ot the tellowship, the Ofrice ot th€ Special Representarive intends, in
co-operation eith tie ottice of r€gal Attairs, to tollow the appropriate praqErces
ot the United Nations under its progranme ot AssisLance in the Teaching, Stud!,
Dissenination and hicter Apirrecration of International Iaw.

o
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XIII. SERVICING OF TIiE PRSPAR,ATOKY COhftISSION

I23. The substantive asFects ot the $ork ot the PreParatory Commissron and che
results of the sessions are retlected tn paragraphs 80 to 93 above. This Part ot
the report covers onty the cont erenc e-servlcing agpect ot the Prepafatory
Comtn iss ion nreebings.

124. AB a transiti.onal function under the prograrnne on law of the sea attairs, the
Otfice ot the Speciat Representative tunctions as the core oftice resPonsibLe tor
the servicirq ot the Preparatory Cornmission.

I25. thder the overall qireccion ot the Special RePresentative, an D(ecutive
Secretary of tbe Preparatory Colnmission has been appointed, al.so Secretaries of
each ot the tour Speci.a.l- Conm.ssions, a secretary ot the Credentials Conmittee, and
a Secletary of the horking Group of the plenary. The staff servicing the
Preparatory Cornnissj.on, in addition to the staff ot the Office of the sPecial
Representative includes staff tron the Otfice of Legal, Affairs and the Ocean
Economics and trechnology Branch ot the Departnent of International Economic and
Social Atfairs ( DI ESA) .

125. The Secretariat prepared background papers, draft ruLes and regulations for
the Preparatory @nnissron and its subsidiary bodies tor the tt9o llFetings of the
Preparatory Corunission held in 1984. These papers related to pioneet activiti.es in
gea-bed miningr dratt rules for the regrstration ot pioneer investors, the
confidentiality of data and infornation, the rules ot procedure of the Assenbly ot
the International Sea-Eed Arthority, the ettects on developing Land-based Producer
States o! mining tron lhe area and basrc data and inlo!ftation relevant to the sLudy
ot tbi6 problen, start-up requirenEnts and prelEratory flEasures for lhe
egtablislulent of the Enterprise, intoflnatj,on on loint ventures, a serres ot
is6ue-raising papers on the sea-bed nj.nrng code and dratt regulationg tor sea-bed
ninirg and practical arrang€ruents tor the establistment of the lnternational
Tribunal f,or the Law ot the S€a and dratt rules tor tne Tribunal.

L27. At the second session ot the Preparatory Conuiission held in Ringston, Jamai.ca,
tron 19 &arch to L3 April- 1984, the plenary held 10 r€etings, 5 r€etings ot its
lyorking Group on the Organs of the Autnorj.ty and 1I fireetings ot the horxir8 Group
ot the Plenary on Resolution II. The General Colluni.ttee held six flEetings. Special
Cot r|ission I held seven meetir€s and rts bureau net on tour occasions. Special
omission 2 held 6ix rneelr.ngs during lhe session. Special Connission 3 held eighc
neetings. Special Conmissron 4 helo seven neetlngs and three rneetirBs ot its
bureau. The Credentials Corunittee hel.d one fieeting,

128. At the neetirq ot the PreparaLory Corunission held in Geneva from 13 August to
5 September 1984, the plenary held one intornal neeting and one infornal trFeting ot
the ceneral Comtnittee vlas hel-d. The horking croup of the Plenary on Resolution fI
held four nEetings and the gtorking Group on tbe Organs of the Authority held ten
neetings. Special Connission I held hine meet:.rqs and its bureau rret in wofkir€
aeasiong on three occasions. Ttrere were nj.ne npetings of Special C.ornmi. €a ion 2.
Specia] Commisslon 3 held nine neetings. Special Comnission 4 held 12 neetings and
3 rEetings of its bureau in working sessions.

o
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129- The Group ot 77 net tor three days preceding each ot these rFetinga, tor which
the Secretariat provided the usual ser.vicing.

130. Ttr e Preparatory C-om ssion has scheduled two neetings for 1985. A regular
session wi].l be held in Kingston, Jamaica, f rorn ll March to 5 April l9g5 and a
tour-lreel( sunner neetrng wi.l,l be held either in ceneva, Kingston or I'lew york (see
document LOS/PCN.27, annex I, sect. V,. pa!a. 1). The croup of 7? rriU neet prior
to the third session, trom 5 to I March 1995, and witl arso meet for three days
betore the su ner meetj.ng.

l3I. The Preparatory Corunission requested the Secretarrat to prepare several
working papers, dratt regurations and rules ot procedure, and studies tor its chird
aession. The requirenents ot the preparatory CorurLisslon are listed in the
statement ot the chairnan ot the preparatory commission contained in docuflEncws/rcN/L-L3. The oftice is currently engaged in preparing these maeerlals and for
that purpose ls co-€pelating vrith the Otlrce ot l€gal Aftaj.rs and the Ocean
Ibondn j.cs ano Tecnnology Branch ot DIESA.

I32. Ietcers ot application subn[tted to lhe preparatory ComrDission for
registration ot pioneer investors were recer.veo tron the coverrrnents ot !'rance and
ilapan, in additi.on !o those already recelved tron the @vernl|Ents ot rndia and the
ussR. Annexed to each Letter was a sealeo Fackage accqrrpanying the apFlications,
containing the data and other intornation relating to the appJ.ication. These
applications are in the custody, tor sate keepirts, ot the Special Representative ot
Che Secretary-Genera I tor the Lau of the Sea in accordance with the decision ot ttre
Preparatory CoruD iss j.on.

133. This Olf i.ce also co-ord inated all the other cont erence-ser vlc ing functions ot
the Preparatory connissj.on that were pertolned by other departnEnts and ottices ot
the united Nations, erhich included the Departments of conference services and
Public Information, and the Otfice o! ceneral Services.

:

t

XIV. PROPOSED SITE OF THE INTETNATIONAL TRItsUNAL FOR
THE LAh OF THE SEA

I34. The Speclal Representative and a Secretariat teanL, in response to an
invitation extended, visLted the lbderal l€public of cerl|Eny fron 11 to
14 septsnber !o discuss various reguirements relaLing to the site proposed for
establishment ot the Tribunal rn the Free and Hangeatic City ot llatburg, as
specified in the Convention. The SecreLariat tean, acccmpanied by the Federal
local authori.ties, ].nspected the site designated and revrewed lrodels and
prelrnrinaly desrqns ot the permanent tacilities proposeo and the preparations
tor the seat ot the TrrDunal.

the

and

nade

XV. AD4INISTRATII/E I.IATTDRS

I35. ln approving resolutj.on 3S/59 A, the ceneraL Asserr,bly apFroved the
establishnent of the ortice of the speciar Representative aG a pernanent oftice andtie continuation ot the ottice in Kingston to facilitate Che servicing ot the
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preparatory comnission tor the e6eabl-istnnent ot the International' sea-Bed Authorrty
and the International Tribunal tor tbe Ialit ot the sea. The statfrng resources
ap!.roved included the continuation ot 18 Professional posts an(r 12 General servrce
arId principal-leveI Posts at United I'lations HeadguarLeEs and six Lelulrorary
Protessional posts wittr 19 locaf-level posts tor the Kingslon oftlce. Tlle

resources allocated to tlle ProtessionaL posts under the oj.tterent subprogralunes of
the ottrce are ltluLually reintolcing (see docunent A/38/5'7O, paras. 57 and 58) .

136. In February/uarch I984, the otlice ot the special Representatrve' rn
conlunctron 1',iti the General Recruitnent sectlon ot the Division ot Recrurtnent ot
che otfice of Personnel services carried out a nission rn Kingston to recruit the
local-levet statt required tor the Kingston ottice. Fitteen local statt were

recluited. The local-tevel sta!t have been continued through the end ot 1984 and

will be continueo in 1985 on the basis of, Pertormance. In addition a nunlber of
Iocal-level statt were tecruited telporariJ-y to assist in the servicing of the
second session ot Lhe Preparatory conmrssion.

137. The recruitment proc€dures f,or the Protessional statt of the Kingston otfice
ccrnmenc ed j,n earty 1984. However, scrne delay has Deen experienced in view of the
needtocornplywrththerecruitnenlprocedureslaiddowninaccoroanceh'ilh
lelevant resolutions ot the General AssembLy.

138. To obLaln the necessary experience and to expedite the stationing of statt'
sqne of the posts have been f iued through transters tron other alepartmentst in 

-''another case, to exPedite the Process ot recruLLnent, the appointmenC has been rnacte U
of a short-tern durationi and othel recruitnrents are being nade from
under represented nationalitres. It is antlcipated thal the full conplellpnt ot
Professional statf will soon be rn pl-ace. -|

l:t9. The executrve drrection ano narlagenent is provided by the Otflce ot the
special Representative tor both the headquarters ottice and Lhe oitlce of the j
Speciai Representative in Kangston. This includes the nranagetnent ot the
substantive work and also ot the adninistrative and financial activities or the I
lwo ott ices.

Notes

y Those States were A1geria, Angola, Argenlina, RrazLL. Cape Verde, ChiLe.
Costa Rica, Cuba, Finland, France, the Gernan DelDcratj'c Fepubl-ic, Greece, Gurnea,
Iran (Islanic Republic ot), Iraq, l'lali' onan' the Philippines, Ronania, sao Tone

and Principe, the Sudan, Sweden, Uruguay and Yenen.

U Those $tates tere the Byelorussian soviet Socialist Republic, the Gernan
Denpciatic Republic, the tkrarnian soviet socialist tePublic, the union of soviet
socialist Republics and Urug uay.

y see also depositary notification C.N.7.t983.TREATIES-I.

!/ see also .repositary notiticaLions c.N.212'1983'TREATIES-12'
c. N. 3?8. 19 83. TREATTAS-I7 and C, N. 253. 1984. TREATTES-Io. o"

I



o
A/ 39/ 647
EngIish
Page 35

Notes (continued)

!/ See aLso deposltary notrticatron C.N.272.1983.IREATIES-L6.

51 see also deposirary notlticarions C.N.199.1984,TREjATIES_6 and
c. N.10 4 .1984 . TREATTES-3.

U States with a l2-mile territoria] sea inc]-ude Algeria, Antigua and
Barbuda, bangladesh, Barbados, prul-garia, BurnE, Canada, Cape Verde, China,
Colcmbla, the Conoros, the Cook Islands, Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Denocratic
l€rpuchea, Delpcratic yenen, Doninrca, Egypt, kluatorial cuinea, Ethiopia, Fili,
France, the Gambia, Grenada, cuat€nala, cuinea, cuinea-Bissau, Guyana, HaiCi,
Iionduras, Iceland, India, Irrdonesla, Iran (Islatnic Republic ot), Iraq, Ita1y, the
Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, Kuwait, the l,ibyan Arab Janahirj-ya, Malaysia,
lvta.Ldives, l4alta, l4auritius, lb:(ico, l,bnaco, ttcrocco, lbzanbrque, ltauru,
N€w Zealand, Niue, Onan, pakistan, papua Neh, cuinea, Iroland, portugal, .Che Republic
ot Korea, Ro[ania, SaIIpa, Sao Tome and princ].pe, Saud j. Arabta, Seychetles, the
Solcmon Islands, South Atrica, spain, Sri LanKa, the Sudan, Surinane, S$eqen,
Thailand, Tonga, Tri.nidad and Tfobago, Ttrnisra, the Ukrarnian soviet Socialist
Repubric, the union of soviet socialist Repubrics, vanuacu, venezueLa, vret Nam,
YenEn and Za ire.

y states vritr territoriar seas greater than 12 nauLicar miles are Arbanra,
Ango1a, Argentina, Benrn, Brazi1, Caneroon, the C.rongo, Ecuador, El Salvactor, cabon,
Ghana, Liberia, hadagascar, l4auritania, Nrcaragua, Nj.gerta, panarra, Senegal, Sierra
r-€one ' sonalra ' the syrian Alab lepub.rrc, rb9o, lhe united Fepubtlc ot ranzania and
Uru9uay.

2/ states with exclusive econcftric zones are Antigua and Barbuda, Bangladesh,
Barbados. Burna, Cape Verde, Cololbra, the Co|rpros, the Cook lalands, @ata Rica,
Cuba, Democratic Kanpuchea, the Democralrc peoplers Republi,c of Rorea, Denocratic
YeIIEn, Doninica, the Dominican &public, !'ili, France, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea,
Guinea-Bissau, cuyana, Haiti, ltonduras, Iceland, India, Indonesia, the Ivory @aat,
Kenya, ladagascar, ttaldives, t4auritania. Mauriti,us, l€xico, lbrocco, lDzanbi.gue,
Nelr Zealand, Nigeria, Niue, Norway, Oman, paki.sLan, the pbilippines, portuga},
Qatar, Samoa. Sao Tone and prlncipe, SelcheUes, the SoJ-onDn Islands, Spain,
S!i Lanka, SurinanLe, To9o, Tonga, the Union ot Soviet Socialist Repubtics, the
uniteo Arab Bnirates. the thited States of Arnerica, Vanuatu, venezuela and Viet l,lan.

U/ State' witi ti.sheries zones are Angola, Australia, the tsahanas, Canada,
Chi.Ie, the canbia, cernany, Federal kpublic ot, cuyana, Iran (Islatnic Fpublic of),
Ireland, Japan, Xiribati, l"lalta, Nauru, tbe N€therlands, papua New cuinea, Senegal,
south Atrica, tlrkey, llvalu and the thited Krngdofir ot creat Britain and rlorthern
Ire Land.

!J1 See the Decree ot the presidiun ot the Suprene Sovler ot the Union ot
fbvret socrarist Republics on the Economic ?rone of the ussR ot 28 February l9g4 and
Presrdential. Proclanation No. 5030 on the Excrusive Econcrnic zone ot the united
States ot Ar0erica ot 10 l"Erch 1983.

o
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IggS (continued)

U/ see, Lg]!ls-l!b. docunents A/CONE.6?F-1! nl€tter dated 24 April 1979 froln
the clEirtnan ofE; E;oup of 71 Lo the Presiden:t of the conference" and

A/@N8.62/g4 "tetter dateal 10 october 1979 fron. the Chairman of the GrouP of 77 Lo

the Presldent of the Conference".

!]J International court of Jusgice Judgement "Delirnitation of the l,laritine
Boundliy in the Gulf of t'taine Area (canada v. uhitea states of Anerica) of
12 October 1984n Special Agleetnent' art. II, Para. I' p. 9.

y1l lbLd., Para.94.

!A/ IE-fi., Para. 241.

!q,/ United Nations conventlon on the Law of the sea, arts. 74, para. 1,
and 83, Para. 1-

!/ Official Recortts of the Thlrd United Nations Confgfenc-e. on-ltre -Law of
the sea, v@bn, sales No- E.82.v.2), Third
comnittee, 46th neeting, Para. 5.

!2/ The contributions received are: frotn Governnentar Bahanas - $5001
uot"il - $10,000r PhiliPpines - $500r sri Lanka - $15,000r and united Arab
Enirales - $I0,0001 from institutions: the Third world Foundation for Social and

Econonic stualies - $65,000, and from p€rsonal contributions: ArnbasEador
Tonny T. B. Koh - $500, Prof,esso! A. Pardo - $5,0001 Nnbassador Elliot Rlchardson
$500t Mr. Eric suy - S150t and Dr. Bernardo zuleta - $300'

o.
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ANNEX

Iable ot siqnatorres to and ratitrcations ot ttle.
Linited Natrons Convent.lon on the Iat ot thC-Sea

and Frnal- Act,as at 31 October 1984

sl

Signature
ot the

@nvention

natitlcation
ot the

Convention

l. SLates

Atghanistan
ALbania
Algeria* 9/
Ango]. a *
Anligua and Barbuda

Algentrnar
Austr alia
Au s tr.i. a
tsahanas
bahrain

Ba rx! .l- adesh
Barbados
B€ 19 rtlr
Be lize
Benin

Bhutan
Bolivia
Botsrrana
Br az il*
Brunei. f,brussalan

Bu l-9aria
Burkina Faso
tsurma
Burundi
Byeforussian ssR*

Cameroon
Canada
Cape Verde*
Central Atrican RepuDlic
Ch ad

LS/O3/53

x

'.o7/02/83

05/ ro/84
:a

,(
:(
x

x
x

x
30/08/83

x

x

x
x
x
x
:a

x
)'
x

x

29/O"t /83

t3/48/s3

I
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$ignature
ot the

@nventlon

Ratit i.cation
ot the

@nvention91

Ch i.le *
Ch ina
@l-onbia
Comofos
Congo

Costa Ricar
cuba* r* g/
Ctprus
Czechoslovakra
Detrocrat j.c l(anpuchea

tl€mocr atic Peopl-e I s Republic of Xorea
Denpcratic YenEn
De nmar R

Dl j.bout i
Dom inrca

Dominican Republlc
Icc uador
Eg ypt*'
EI Salvador
Eguatorial Gu lnea

Ethiopla
Fiji
Finland*
France*
Gabon

Ganbia
Gerltan DefipcraLlc RapuDlic*
cerfiran], Federal Republ-i'c ot
Ghana
Greece*

Gr enada
GuatetrEla
Gu lnea*
Gulnea-B!.5sau
Guyana

Hait i
HoIy See
llonduras
Hun9ary
Iceland

x
:(
x

x

x
x
x
x

0vo'1/83

x
x
x
x

28/03/83

x

x

30/0L/ 84

x
x
x
x
x

x
:{

x
x

x
08/07 /83
o4A0 /84

:a

I

x

.a

Is/D8/84

26/08/83

L0/L2/82

22/05/84

07 /06/83

o'

{.

i'

x
x
x
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Signatu re
of, the

Conven!ion

}|atiticatron
of the

@nvention3/

>

Indra
Indonesia
Iran (Islandc Ilepublic ot) *
Ir ag*
Ireland

Is rael
Ital-y
Ivory Coast
Jamai,ca
Japan

Jordan
Kenta
Kiribat i
Kuwa it
lao Peopler s Derocrat].c [bpublrc

Lebanon
Le sotho
Liber i a
Libyan Arab Janahirrta
Liechlenste 1n

Luxenbourg
Mada9ascat
l4aLaw1
Malaysia
l4aldives

Ma.].i*
!4a1t a
l4a uri tan Ia
Mauritius
Me xico

l,bnaco
MorE o.]-ia
!brocco
Mozar'bigue
Naur u

Nepal
l.Ie therlands
New Zealano
Nicaragua
Nr9er

x
x
x
x
x

x
x

07 /o2/83

x

x
x

x
x

2s/02/83

x
x

L9 /rO /83
x
x
x
x

x
x
,(
x
x

x
x
x

x

26/03/54
2V03/83

LA/O3/83

t
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Signature
ot the

@nven!10n

Ratit icatron
ot the

Convention9/

Nig er].a
Norway
onan*
PakisLan
Panana

Papua New cu inea
Paraguay
Per u
PhiI].ptr,r.nes* **
Poland

Po!t ugal
Qa tar
Republic ot Korea
Iioman 1a *
Rn anda

Saint Christopher
sa int Lucr.a
Salnt Vlncenc and
sanoa
San lqar 1no

Sao Tofte and Pr rnc ipe*
Saud i. Arabia
se negaI
Seychelle s
sierra Leone

Srng apore
So lcmon I s lands
SonaI i. a
SouLh Atrica
spa]'n

srr Lanka
Suqan*
surr name
Swaz ifand
siveoen*

Switzerland
SYr r an Arab Re!,ublLc
Th ailand
Togo
Tonga

x
x

0 vo7 /83
x
x

x
x

x
x

x

14/03/83
x
x

I
x

28/O9/84

13/o7/83

x
x
x

x
x
x

x
x
x

18/01/84
x

r7 /ro/84

x
x

08/05/84

25/L0/84

,l

Nevls

Grenadrnes

o"

o"
rl
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9r

Sr9nature
ot the

@nvention

Ratiiication
ot the

Conventron

x
x

x
x

I

?rinidad and Xbbag o
Tunisia
Turkey
TuvaIu
ljganda

Ukrainian SSR*
unj.on ot Soviet Socialist Repub.lics*
Un ited Arab Emir ates
United Kingdorn of Great Britain

and Northern Irel.and
Un ited RepubLic of Tanzania

united states ot Anerica
uru9uayr
Vanuatu
venezuela
Viet Nafir

YerEn*
Yugoslavia
za Lre
Zambia
zinbabr.re

Ibtal tor Scates

2. Other entities g/

Cook Islands
Alropean Econonic Connunity
Nanibia (United Nations Council tor)
Niue
Trust Territort ot the Pacitic Islands
t{est Indies Associated States

x
x
x

x
x

x

x
x

22/08/83
x
ta

07 / 03/ 83

136 13

18/o4/83

Total tor other
entlti.es

Grand toLa1

I

138 .t4
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Notes

g Those States that signed the Convention on lO Deceruber 1982 are narked x.

P/ Those States that have ftade declarationa at the tine ot signature ot the
Convention are narked r.

9J Those States that have made declaraLions at the time ot ratrticatron ot
Lhe Convention are rErked **.

9/ See art.icles 305 (1) (b), (c), (d) , (e) and (f) ot the Convention.
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