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NOTE

All United Nations documents are designated by symbols, i.e.• capital letters
combined with figures. Mention of fiuch a symbol indicates a reference to a United
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

5 May 1955

Si:-,

I have the honour to transmit the United Nations financial statements which
were submitted by the Secretary-General with respect to the financial yea·r ended
31 December 1954. These statements have been examined and certified.

In accordance with the resolution of the General Assembly, I have the honour
to present the report of the Board of Auditors with respect to the 1954 accounts
of the United Nations.

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

(Signed) Watson SELLAR
On behalf of the Boar.d of Auditors

THE PRESIDENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

OF THE UNITED NATIONS

t
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FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 1954

1. I submit herein my financial report, accompankd by the audited accounts for the year ended 31 December 1954
and the report of the Board of Auditors.

$

300,828
892,242

Budgetary position

2. Obligations incurred for th~ year 1954 amounted to $48,510,009 compared with total appropriations of
$48,528,980. The obligations incurred were less than income credited for the year, represented by Members' contri­
butions and miscellaneous income earned, by ~123,189. This amount consists of the excess of miscellaneous income
earned over the estimates, on which the assessment of contributions was based, $104,218, and savings on the appropri­
ations amounting to $18,971 as shown by statement 1.

3. The balance on surplus account at 31 December 1954 was $1,421,792. Of this amount $1.193,070 was credited
to Members' contributions for 1955 and $228,722 is the balance, available for credit to Members against 1956 con­
tributions. These two amounts are made up as follows:

Credited against 1955 contributions:
Savings effected in 1954 in liquidating prior years' obligations .
Balance of su:-plus for 1953 .

1,193,070

Income

4. The amount credited as income from Members' contributions for 1954, $41,768,980, consists of $41,067,110
assessed in 1954 in respect of the original appropriations (less estimated miscellaneous income), and $701,870 on
account of the supplementary appropriations, provision for which is included in the assessments for 1955. A state­
ment of the basis of assessments for 1954 and details of the assessments against each Member State are given in
schedule A.

Available for credit against 1956 contributions:
Savings on 1954 appropriations .
Savings in 1954 in liquidating prior years' obligations, $406,361 less $300,828

applied against 1955 contributions .
Excess of miscellaneous income credited for 1954 over the approved estimate .

$
18,971

105,533
104,218

228,722

Actlwl
incom.e

$

4,664,780
377,971

356,372
343,447
320,049
211,433
181,875
63,444
55,106
83,209
43,700

114,825
12,355
9,670

25,982

'\ 5. Miscellaneous income totalled $6,864,218, and thus exceeded the approved estimate of $6,760,000 by $104,218.
~t... Details of miscellaneous income compared with the approved estimates are as fOllOW~;proved

.~ estimate
k $

'\' Staff assessment. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 4,686,400
. Sales of United Nations postage stamps. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 435,000

Reimbursement for staff and services furnished to specialized agencies
and others " .

Sales of publications .
Rental income (space charges) .
Guided tours .
Income on investments .
Contributions from non-member States .
Refunds of prior years' expenditures. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ..
United Nations Gift Centre .
Sales of used furniture and equipment .
Payments against spec:al sale of furniture, etc., in 1947 .
Film and television revenue .
Interest earned on notes, deposits, etc.........................•...
Other income .

~....:~... :1

374,200
304,500
302,500
200,000
125,000
56,500
50,500
50,000
41,300
38,000
30,000
16,100
50,000

J_' ._...;o.. 5
c

= ...6_,7_60_,OOO_....._6,_864_,2_1_8__........ ~
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6. Increases over the estimates were recorded in respect of the majority of itemsl the more significant being on
sales of publications ($381947), income on investments ($56,875), the Gift Centre ($331209) and in connexion
with the payments against thl~ special sale of furniture in 1947 ($761825). This last item results from the fact that
a final settlement was made in 151541 and consequently the income reported includes the ir.stalments which other­
wise would have fallen dt\e :'or payment in 1955 anCI 1956.

The main shortfall in income occurred in sales of United Nations stampsl which realized some $57,000 less than
the estimate. Of this amount about $20,000 is to be ascribed to the shortfall in sales at the London office. Neverthe­
less, the total income from sales of United Nations stamps in 1954 was slightly in excess of the figure reported
for 1953.

Oblig
Unliquidat
valid oblige
represents
which serv

8. Details
ances whic
together wi

Budget appropriations and obligations incurred

7. The budget appropriations for 19541 totalling $48,528,980 as revised under resolution 881 (IX), were subse­
quently modified by transfers between sections amounting to $1721150, as follows:

(a) In accordance with the authorization granted in paragraph 3 (i)
(b) of resolution 786 (VIII)

Section

13 Department of Public Information .
21 Information centres .

Decrease
$

6,000

111<:rease
$

6,000

S
T
P
R
T
A
o

I

(b) In accordance with the authorization granted in paragraph 3 (ii)
of resolution 786 (VIII), with the «::oncurrence of the Advisory
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions

Section

1. The General Assembly, Commissions and Committees ....
3. The Economic and Social Council, Commissions and Com-

mittees .
3b. Regional Economic Commissions .
5. Investigations and inquiries .
00. Library .
7. Department of Political and Security Council Affairs .
8. Military Staff Committee secretariat .

10. Department of Economic Affairs .
11. Department of Social Affairs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
12. Department of Trusteeship and Information from Non-Self-

Governing Territories .
14. Legal Department .
15. Conference and General ServIces .
17. Common staff costs .
18. Common services .
20. European Office of the United Nations .
20a. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for

Refugees .
21. Information centres .
22. Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East .
23. Economic Commission for Latin America .
25. Official Records .
26. Publications .
32. International Court of Justice .

TOTAL

6

6,000 6,000

37,000

8,000
7,000

47,000
2,150

10,500
1,000

17,500
16,000

3,000
4,000
3,000

42,750
58,650

8,500

4,250
18,000
21,000

15,000
2,000
4,000
2,000

166,l~0 166,150

172,150 172,150

f
i

!

I
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T
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Obligations incurred during 1954 totalled $48,510,009, thus showing savings on appropriations of $18,971.
Unliquidated obligations as at 31 Decembt"r 1954 amounted to $3,626,693, which includes $523,680 retained as a
valid obligation in accordance with the autHorization granted in pamgraph 2 of resolution 881 (IX); this amoWlt
represents the estimated costs under contracts for improvements to premises entered into in 1954 but in respect of
which services are being rendered in 1955.

8. Details of the appropriations by sections as modified, the related obligations incurred and the unobligated hal­
ances which represent savings on the appropriations, are shown in statement I. The obligations incurred in 1954,
together with comparative figures for 1953, are broadly summarized as follows:

1954 1953

AlIIolltlt Pcrccllt Amoullt Per cellt
$ $

l1bse- Salarie!), wages and other staff costs ....... 34,068,678 70.23 34,242,707 69.47
Travel and transpv"tation ................. 1,928,334 3.97 2,113,100 4.29
Printing .................. , ............. 1,439,365 2.97 1,496,339 3.03
Rental and maintenance of premises ........ 2,558,813 5.27 2,389,668 4.85
Techuical programmes .................... 1,779,600 3.67 1,779,600 3.61
Acquisition of capital assets ................ 2,171,665 4.48 3,149,466 6.39
Other charges ... '" .... '" .............. 4,005,898 8.26 3,536,135 7.17-.,_.-

47,952,353 98.85 48,707,015 98.81
International Court of Justice .............. 557,656 1.15 585,537 1.19

48,510,009 100.00 49,292,552 100.00

The amount shown for travel and transportation comprises the following major categories:

Travel of representatives and delegates .
Travel and subsistence of observers and staff assigned to investigations

and inquiries, and to meetings of various official bodies .
Local transportation costs (including hire and other charges for aircraft

used on missions). . . . . . . . . ~ ..
Other travel on official business .

1954 1953
$ $

519,882 604,937

911,703 1,053,131

222,253 192,272
274,496 262,7(1)

1,928,334 2,113,100

f

I

1

Further details of the obligations incurred under the various parts of the appropriations for 1954 will be
found in the following paragraphs, together with comparative figures for 1953 and explanatory comments on mat­
ters of particular interest.

9. Part I. Sessions of the General Assembly, the Councils, Commissions ami Committees: $887,947.

The total obligations incurred under this heading in 1954 were less by some $235,000 than the charges for
1953. The principal decreases were (a) in the costs attributed to the General Assembly sessions which, at $593,701,
represented a reduction of some $127,000, due mainly to the fact that 1953 costs included $68,808 in. respect of the
continuance into 1953 of the seventh session, while costs of temporary assistance for the ninth session were less
by some $34,000 as compared with the eighth session; (b) in costs of the Economic and Social Council, commis­
sions and committees, where the reduction of some $111,000 is a reflection of the fewer meetings of subsidiary
bodies during 1954; and (c) in costs of the meetings of the Regional Economic Commissions, where a reduction
of some $47,000 in the main results from the fact that no full meeting of the Economic Commission for Latin
America was held in 1954.

On the other hand, the obligations incurred for the ~ecurity Council and its Commissions and Committees
amounted to $58,652 in 1954, as against "nil" in 1953, representing ,the charges in respect of the London meeting
of the Sub-Committee of the Disarmament Commission.

Under section 4 (the Trusteeship Council, Commissions and Committees) the obligations incurred, amount­
ing to $50,1l0} represent the costs of the 1954 Visiting Mission to East Africa. This compares with total charges
under this section in 1953 of $56,510, mainly consisting of $53,274 for the 1953 Visiting Mission to the Pacific.

7



The obligations incurred include in the case of the Advisory Councii for ,the Trust Territory of Somaliland an
amount of $23,000 for the cost of acquisition of lands and structures in the Territory. This amount has been
brought into account as an addition to the capital assets of the Organization, as noted in paragraph 22 of the
present report.

The operations relating to the United Nations Tribunal in Eritrea and the Military Observers in Greece
were discontinued in May and August 1954 respectively.

487,802
Field Service............................... 503,362

991,164

United Nations Conciliation C011UUission for Pal­
estine and United Nations Truce Supervision
Organization in Palestine .

United Nations Military Observers in Greece .
United Nations Commission for the Unification

and Rehabilitation of Korea .
Korean service medals .
United Nations Representative in India and Pa­

kistan and United Nations Military Observer
Group in India and Pakistan.......... . .

United Nations Tribunal in Libya .
United Nations Advisory Council for the Trust

Territory of Somaliland under Italian adminis-
tration .

United Nations Tribunal in Eritrea .
Repatriation of Greek children .
United Nations Commission on the Racial Situa-

tion in the Union of South Africa : .
United Nations Commission for Indonesia .

Salaries
alia ~lJagcs

$

184,055
23,319

29,815

76,224
93,303

62,553
8,509
3,671

6,353

Travel
alia trQllSport

$

382,477
14,757

96,846

389,907
19,144

70,950
2,7.46

586

16,992
3,150

997,555
89,115

1,086,670

Other
$

1954
Total

$

1953
Totd

$

Corn

11. Part Ill. Headquarters, New York: $31,371,439.

The obligations incurred under this heading are set out in the following table under the related objects of
expenditure, together with the comparative figures for the preceding year:

Salaries, wages, etc .

Other direct departmen.tal charges
Grant towards administrative costs-Expa ••Jed Programme of

Technical Assistance .
Motion picture supplies and services .
Radio services .
Other charges .

Travel on official business .

Common staff costs
Recruitment, installation and termination costs .
Staff benefit costs. . . . . . . . . . . . .
Staff training and welfare .

8

1954
$

19,567,877

386,700
342,102
179,317
139,750

1,047,869

97,479

1,000,971
5,109,021

60,712

6,170,704

1953
$

19,723,947

•

386,700
357,646
199,349
140,886

1,084,581

92,146

1,077,009
5,197,729

59,324

6,334,062

The 0

bers under
are to be n
resolution
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COmm01J services
Communications and freight .
Rental and maintenance of premises .
Stationery and s!lpplies .
Rental and maintenance of equipment .
Other charges .

Permanent equipment
Furniture and office equipment .
Other equipment and library books .

Improvements to premises .

1954
$

516,439
2,243,835

299,202
509,430
179,014

3,747,920

109,416
65,174

174,590

565,000

31,371,439

1953
$

551,986
21114,486

280,275
522,309
171,523

3,640,579

179,810
72,049

251,859

31,127,174

Common staff costs include the following items:
Recruitment, installation and termination costs

Trave! a~d removal of staff and dependants .
Terml1~a~on payments .
RepatnatIon grants " .
Other costs .

Staff benefit costs
Staff Pension Fund contributions .
Children's allowances, education grants, etc .
Travel on home leave .
Reimbursement for national income taxation .
Contributions, medical and group life insurance .
Other costs .

356,243 419,423
501,&57 485,734
97,231 99,378
45,630 72,474

1,000,971 1,077,009

2,004,538 2,154,212
462,321 442,373
837,873 624,092

1,650,000 1,800,000
108,440 100,4.36
45,849 76,616

5,109,021 5,197,729

The obligations incurred as reported above do not include provision ';or payments to ten terminated staff mem­
bers under awards made by the Administrative Tribunal, amounting to approximately $170,000. These payments
are to be made in 1955 and charged to the Special Indemnity Fund established as from 1 January 1955 under
resolution 888 (IX). .

12. Part IV. United Nations Office at Geneva: $5,304,695.

These charges are summarized as follows:

Direct costs
European Office ,
Information Service .
Permanent Central Opium Board secretariat .
Economic Commission for Europe .
Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees .

Commun costs
Common staff costs .
Common services : .
Permanent equipment ; .

1954- 1953
$ $

2,335,492 2,258,805
98,522 95,741
57,668 46,195

937,188 958,205
585,772 563,398

4,014,642 3,922,944

697,627 681,390
453,139 427,139
139,287 82,904

5,304,695 5,114,377

9



The amount of $673,215 shown in statement I, section 20a (Office of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees) consists of the direct staff costs of ,$585,772 as shown above, plus branch office costs of $87,443,
which have been included under "Common costs" ir.\ the above tabulation.

In addition to the charges as sununarized above, expenditures were incurred during 1954 against certain
special funds and grants, totalling $84,343. The major expenditures of this nature related to Rockefeller Foundation
grants, $18,714 (mainly for scholarships in the economic field); Ford Foundation grants, $34,326, and the
Humanitarian Fund, $20,074 (both in the refugee field); and the Library Endowment Fund, $10,420 (for library
purposes).

Expenditures -by the High Commissioner for Refugees under the Refugee Emergency Fund are reported
on by him directly to the General Assembly.

13. Part V. IlIformation centres: $852,978.

The total obligations incurred at the various centres, together with comparative figures for 1953, were as
follows:

Location of centre
Athens .
Belgrade .
Bogota .
Buenos Aires .
Cairo .
Copenhagen .
Karachi .
London .
Mexico .
Monrovia .
Moscow .
New Delhi .
Paris .
Prague .
Rio de Janeiro .
Shanghai .
Sydney .
Teheran .
Warsaw .
Washington .

1954 1953
$ $

17,014
24,645 22,317
10.654
37,754 35,686
55,691 50,134
45,446 45,819
31,090 32,791

103,319 101,745
57,071 58,709
30,840 25,771
73,972 77,659
44,255 59,028
88,155 95,113
32,350 53,841
41,734 46,700
60,695 34,452
27,391 29,760
8,645 23,667

17
62,257 60,662

852,978 853,871
------

In addition, the direct expenditures of the Geneva centre, amounting to $98,522 for 1954, are included in
part IV, as set out in paragraph 12 above.

14. Part VI. Regional Econ01'/1.ic Com'missions: $2,010,186.
The amount stated above covers the Economic Commissions for Asia and the Far East, and for Latin America;

expenditures for the Economic Commission for Europe, $937,188, (exclusive of common staff costs, charges for
common services, etc., which are not separately stated) are included under the Geneva Office in part IV. On
this basis, charges in ,respect of the three existing Commissions are summarized as follows:

Salaries and wages .
Travel .

Common staff costs .
Communications .
Other expenses .. , .
Permanent equipment .

a Included in undistributed charges of the European Office.

10

Asia
alldthe Latil~

Far East America
$ $

756,843 693,160
33,482 40,471

790,325 733,631

201,423 137,351
13,093 16,620
31,762 42,941
15,443 27,597

1,052,046 958,140

Europe
$

914,938
22,250

937,188

a

937,188



15. Part VIII. Contractual printing: $1,439,365.

Official Records .
Publications .

The obligations incurred under the two main categories were as follows:

1954
$

643,770
795,595

1953
$

733,783
762,556

1,496,3391,439,365

16. Part IX. Technical p1'ogramnzes: $1,392,900.

",
i

t
t
: The appropriations made under the three sections of part IX have been dealt with as grants-in-aid to the

Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance, together with the amount of $386,700 provided for administrative
expenses in 1954 under part Ill, section 9. The combined total of $1,779,600 appears as a part of the available

I
funds credited for the programme executed by the United Nations, as shown in the separate statement presented in

,

. connexion with operntions under the Expanded Programme. A separate fioancial report is also submitted with
reference to these operations (see part II of the present document).

17. Part X. Special e%penses: $2,149,466.

t The reduction of $1,000,000 in charges against part X of the appropriations for 1954 as compared with 1953
is due to the fact that no provision was required in 1954 for additional construction costs. The total charges of
$2,149,466 are reflected as shown in the Statement of Assets and Liabilities (statement Ill) in increases in the
Member States' equities acquired in the related capital assets, as follows:

General Fund: equity in the assets transferred from the League of Nations
Permanent Headquarters Construction Account, equity in property:

Amortization of loan .
Additional construction costs. . .

As at Charges Asct
31 Decenwer underPart X 31 December

1953 in 1954 1954
$ $ $

1,948,402 649,466 2,597,868

3,500,000 1,500,000 5,000,000
2,000,000 2,000,000

7,448,402 2,149,466 9,597,868

18. Part XI. International Court of Justice: $557,656.

The obligations incurred, as certified by the Court, are detailed as follows:

Salaries and allowances of members of the Court .
Travelling expenses of members of the Court .
Travelling expenses and allowances of Judges ad hoc .
Miscellaneous expenses .
Pensions fot' members of the Court .
Salaries and wages of the Registry .
Travelling expenses of the Registry .
Other staff expenses .
Common services .
Permanent equipment .

1954 1953
$ $

290,457 299,633
15,174 12,880
2,417 4,355

185 196
13,750 13,750

148,668 168,247
6,888 2,285

23,034 25,403
51,498 55,333
5,585 3,455

557,656 585,537

19. E% gratia payments

In accordance with the requirements of financial regulation 10.3 the following e% gratia payments charged
against 1954 budgetary appropriations are reported.

11
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For 1952
$

42,940,000
42,865,861

74,139

99.83

For 1953
$

44,200,000
42,021,812

2,178,188

95.07

Fo1'1954
$

41,300,000
37,487,734

3,812,266

90.77

Balance receivable .

Percentage collected .

Assessed
Collected

The status of the 1954 and 1953 contributions as at 31 December 1954 compares with relative percentages
a year ago of 91.95 and 95.61. The total outstandings at the end of 1954, $6,064,593, showed a slight increase as
compared with the outstandings at the end of 1953. Advances to the Working Capital Fund were fully paid up
as of 31 December 1954.

For the year 1954 it was possible to provide for payment of 30.70 per cent of contributions in currencies other
than US dollars, as compared with 28.55 per cent in the preceding year.

Capital assets

21,285

Members' contributions, and advances to the Working Capital Fund

"·:n::~1UitY paYm:n~ ~:·to ~-=n::::~::::::1~:::::"~::::~,~"":">""'~'~~1'~~~
contracts 8,837

Award of compensation upon termination of staff member following decision not to imple- •
ment recommendation of the Appeals Board. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2,829

Payment of repatriation benefits to a separated staff member. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 4,034
Extraordinary medical expenses for an incapacitated staff member. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 2,177
Reimbursement to separated staff member for repatriation of dependant's remains. . . . .. 1.000
Compassionate payment to widow of a deceased staff member. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1,000
Compensation for injury to a staff member. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 700
Compassionate payment in connexion with death of local employee in Somaliland. . . . . . . 350
Legal. and ~e~ical exp.enses incurred by a staff member in consequence of an incident

dunng mISSIon servIce.................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 300
Reimbursement of special charges incurred by a staff member. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58

22. Property in Geneva consists of the Secretariat Building, Assembly Hall, Library Building and villas, trans­
ferred from the League of Nations, valued at $11,054,540, and the extensions to the buildings completed during
the year 1953 at a cost of $1,033,765, making the total amount $12,088,305. The cost of these extensions, financed
by the Swiss Government and the World Health Organization, is included in the figure for "Donated funds",
which appears on the liabilities side of statement Ill, in the amount of $11,946,311. It is also noted that the prop­
erty "Le Chene" 'has been exchanged for another property, "Le Bocage", under an agreement made with the
authorities of the Canton of Geneva, as authorized by resolution 674 (VII). Under the terms of the agreed ar­
rangements, no financial adjustment was required in respect of the values of the properties exchanged.

The land for the per!11anent Headquarters site in New York, which was given to the Organization, is carried
at a valuation of $9,600,000 and the equivalent amount included also under donated funds. The construction costs to
date for the buildings on the site and related costs are carried, pending completion, in a separate section of the
Statement of Assets and Liabilities and are dealt with in p'aragraph 23 of the present report.

During the year 1954 additional capital assets were acquired at a cost of $23,000, representing land and struc­
tures in Mogadiscio for use of the Advisory Council for the Trust Territory of Somaliland under Italian ad­
ministration.

20. Cash balances and investments (all short-term) of the General and Working Capital Funds at 31 December
1954 totalled $19,364,014. Cash and investments in the Permanent Headquarters Construction Account amounted
to $726,059, and in trust or special accounts, $77,552,625. Details of this latter group of accounts will be fotmd in
paragraph 25 below.

Cash and investments

21. The position of the accounts for contribu~ions at 31 December 1954 was as follows:

"..
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23,000

11,946,311

9,741,994

21,711,305

1,312,546
1,033,765
9,600,000

2,597,868
7,144,126

Construction of the permanent Headquarters

Members' equity on land and structures in Mogadiscio, acquired against
budget appropriations .

Credits to Members arising from transfer of the League of Nations assets:
Members' equity established as a result of liquidation by budget ap-

propriations .
Deferred, to be liquidated 1955-1965 .

23. The construction accounts of the permanent Headquarters show net construction expenditures to 31 De­
cember 1954 in the amount of $66,432,288, as detailed in schedule C. These expend;,tures have been financed as to
$65,000,000 from the loan in that amou.nt made available by the United States of America, and the balance,
$1,432,288, from the appropriations totalling $2,000.000 made by the General Assembly and from donated funds
totalling $102,566. Thus, the balance remaining available was $670,278; against this amount contractual commit­
ments were outstanding at 31 December 1954 totalling approximately $56,000. Although the costs to be finally in­
curred cannot yet be determined, it is expected that the construction work will be completed within the funds
available.

.1

.t .

l
·l
r
I
I
I
(
,I'

l
)..,

.1.
I

ecember
nounted
:otmd in

"~~~l"'~-'~:'~:::f::::' fO~ ~.'~Piwass:: ~;no: ~o:~:::::~~: be '7arized as :OllOWS:
Donated funds:

Library Building, Geneva .
Extension of the Secretariat Building, Geneva .
Land for the permanent Headquarters, New York .

I
t

i.., Working Capital Fund

:entages

./rease as
paid up

;'

es other I
l

24. In accordance with the provisions of General Assembly resolution 788 (VIII) the Working Capital Fund
was maintained for 1954 at the amount of $21,500,000, of which $20,000,000 was derived from cash advances by
Member States, and $1,500,000 from transfers from surplus account. Details of the credits established for each
Member State are given in schedule G.

As at 31 December 1954, advances outstanding for various approved pUl'pOses aggregated $6,377,422. Available
balances totalled $15,122,578 represented by cash, short-term investments and accrued interest.

The use of the Fund ror making advances in the course of the financial year is illustrated by the following
table, which shows the amounts outstanding at the end of each quarter during the year, compared with the previqus
year.

!
L
~ 1 January 31 March 30 June 30 September 31 December

" trans- ~ $ $ $ $ $

l during

.j
Purpose of advances:

financed Budgetary expenditures ............. 5,598,271 12,697,017 15,237,089 4,942,154 6,116,049
funds", Unforeseen and extraordinary expendi-

le prop- tures ........................ 11,649 38,093 96,945
vith the

.l
Loans to specialized agencies, etc.. . . . 4,684 5,185 5,185 5,185 5,185

~eed ar- Other ............................ 335,334 302,470 263,202 298,842 256,188rcarried "
' " Totals-1954 5,938,289 13,016,321 15,543,569 5,343,126 6,377,422

costs to
Totals-1953 11,738,197 17,883,259 17.,804,834 2,897,185 5,938,289, of the

~

\,

d struc- J.
lian ad-
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Trust Funds and special accounts

25. The net assets under this heading total $i7,81 1.504 and are summarized below;

Trust flmds mid special aCCOUllts:
Library Endowment Fund (sch",(htle H) " .
International Press House Fund (scl'edu!e 1).. .
Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance (schedule J) .

AmOllllts he/din res,bect of acti~'ities separately "('parted:
Joint Staff Pension Fur.~·d .
United Nations Children's Fund '" .
United Nations Technical Assistance account .
Technical Assistance Board secretariat account .

Other funds:
Administered by the High Commissioner for Refugees .

('asll!lIId
rect'i1'ables 1I1Vt'stllumts
(less currellt (including
liobUities) gold) Total

$ $ $

20,234 594,650 614,884
24 25,340 25,364-

4.046,144 10,987,763 15,033,907

426,949 44,957,347 45,384,296
103,353 16.081,705 16,185,058
506,413 506,413
22,923 22,923

25,880 12,779 38,659
----

5,151,920 72.659,5&1- 77,811,504
------

'J' •

'\ .
.I .

28. It is to
essentially a sta
of paragraph
ceive in a sepa
pating organiza

29. As regard.
entation has bee
Board secretari
separately prese
Board of Audit

30. In conclus
years, the finan
FUI'd, the Unite
Korean Reconst
will be presente

Investments are carried at cost prices, adjusted where appropriate for amortization of discount or premiums
over the life of each security.

26. The grouping of accounts in the above tabulation has been made as follows:

(a) Under "Trust funds and special accounts" are included funds administered by the Secretary-General for
which detailed accounting schedules are attached to the financial statements of the United Nations, as referenced
against the separate items. These cover the Library Endowment and International Press House Funds which
were taken over from the League of Nations, and the Special Account set up under resolution 222 (IX) of the Eco­
nomic and Social Council in connexion with the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance.

(b) Under "Amounts held in respect of activities separately reported" are included the funds in respect of
which, under tl:e relevant legislation, separate accounts and audit reports are submitted to the General Assembly.
In view of these separate accounting requirements the funds reported for this group comprise only the cash and
investments of which the United Nations is the custodian. This was the method initiated last year in respect of the
Joint Staff Pension Fund and UNICEF, which has been now extended to cover also the funds held for disburse­
ment in connexion with the operations of the United Nations as a participating organization in the Technical As­
sistance Programme and of the Technical Assistance Board secretariat.

(c) The relatively minor amounts shown as other funds represent certain funds held on behalf of the High
Commissioner for Refugees (Ford Foundation grants and the Humanitarian Fund) in respect of which the ex­
penditures are noted in paragraph 12 of the present report.

27. The accounting submitted in schedule J in respect of the Special Account for the Expanded Programme of
Technical Assistance shows funds on hand at the close of the year totalling $15,033,907, which consists of
the following elements:

...

. .

\.

vVorking Capital and Reserve Fund, , . . . . . . . . . • ••••••• I •• I ••• I • •• ."." •••• ,.

Contributions ;I,nd other funds received but not yet allocated to the participating or-
ganizations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Funds allocated to participating organizations but not yet drawn by them (net) ..
Advance payments of 1955 contributions, etc .

.. #

$
6,000,000 4

7,446,168
1,435,210 ,,'......

152,529 A ,.

15,033,907

The funds received by the Special Account include, in addition to contributions against pledges for 1954 and
prior years amounting to $27,855,116, $821,044 representing payments by Governments towards the local living ii
costs of experts. This item arises in consequence of the ad option of the new local cost arrangements as from 1 Jan-
uary 1954 in accordance with the provisions of resolution 470 (XV) of the Economic and Social Council.

14



28. It is to be noted that schedule J in no sense consti tutes an operational statement of the Programme, but is
essentially a statement of the disposition of contributions and other income received in accordance with the provisions

~. of paragraph 8 of Economic and Social Council resolution 222 (IX). However, the General Assembly will re­
ceive in a separate submission, as in preceding years, a consolidated financial report on the operations of the partici­
pating organizations under the programme, pursuant to the requirements of resolution 519 A (VI).

29. As regards the accounts of the United Nations as a participating organization, a change in the method of pres­
entation has been adopted for 1954, and these accounts, together with the accounts for the Technical Assistance
Board secretariat expenditures, have been disassociated from the regular accounts of the United Nations and are
separately presented as part II of the present document, together with a separate financial report and report by the
Board of Auditors.

30. In conclusion, attention is invited also to the fact that, in accordance with the practice adopted in preceding
years, the financial statements presented herewith do not include the accounts of the United Nations Children's
Fund, the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, or the United Nations
Korean Reconstruction Agency. In conformity with the related resolutions of the General Assembly, separate reports
will be presented to the Assembly covering the accounts of these organizations.

(Signed) Dag HAMMARSKJOLD

Secretary-General

"
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YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 1954



Statement of 1954 budget appropriations, obligations incur, 4unobligated ha

593,750
58,8OU

121,180
21,400
45,000
52,000

892,130

1,920,650
606,000

Appropriated
by the

Gnwral Assembl).l
$I

r '
Purpose of appropriation

Part I. Sessio"s of the General Asssembly, the Coullcils) Commissiolls ami Committees
Ill,\.

i. llhe General Assenlbly, Comnlissions and Committees ,
2. The Security Council, Commissions and Committees ~ I '

3. .The Economic and Social Council, Commissions and Committees '
3a. Permanent Central Opium Board and Drug Supervisory Body 0 • (

3b. Regional Economic Commissions 0 •• t>
4. The Trusteeship Council, Commissions and Committees ,I

.. +----
TOTAL) Part

J', .
Pa,rt Il. bwestigatiotls atld inquiries \'

5 I .. d'" I. nvesttgatlons an lnqulnes ' , ..
Sa. United Nations Field Service 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••• 1

Appropriation
section

853,400

853,400

2,526,650

4,631,500
673,250

5,304,750

1,052,900
958,700

2,011,600

20.
20a.

18

< ..

TOTAL, P9[1

~-
Part V. Information Centres :

21. Information Centres (other than information services, European Office of the United Nations) .. 0 •••••• ,\

TOTAL;!~J •

)V.I,--
Part VI. Regional Economic Commissions (other than the Economic Com!ftission for Europe) • t .

22. Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East .. 0 •• 0 • 0 •• 0 •••••• 0 • 0 •••• 0 •••• 0 •• 0 ••••• 0 ••••••• 0 •• .f
23. Economic Commission for Latin America . 0 ••••••••• 0 ••• 0 •••••••• 0 0 ••• 0 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 J _

• T>- _

TOTAL, ParI I
fr ..

Pa.rt Ill. Headquarters) New York i-
6. Executive Office of the Secretary-General .. , 0 ••••••• 0 0 •••••••• 0 0 • 0 •• 0 •• 0 •••••••• 0 •••• 0 •••••• 0 • 0 0 }- 369,000
6a. Library .. 0 ••••••••••••• 0 0 ••••••••• 0 • 0 • 0 • 0 0 0 0 ••• 0 ••••••• 0 •• 0 •••• 0 •••••••• 0 ••• 0 • 0 •• 0 • 0 0 •• 0 0 0 0 ot· 468,980
7. Department of Political and Security Council Affairs . 0 ••••• 0 0 • 0 0 • 0 • 0 0 • 0 0 •••••• 0 0 • 0 0 0 0 •• 0 • 0 •••• 0 0 : 0 j 683,000
8. Military Staff Committee secretariat . 0 • 0 • 0 •••• 0 •• 0 0 •• 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 • 0 0 0 0 ••• 0 •••• 0 •••••• 0 0 •••••• 0 0 • 0 • 0 • • 115,900
9. Technical Assistance Administration . 0 0 0 ••••••••••• 0 0 0 ••• 0 •••••••••• 0 ••••••••• 0 ••••• 0 •••• 0 ••• 0 :: l 386,700

10. Department of Economic Affairs 0" 0 0 0 0 • 0 • 0 ••••• 0 • 0 ••••• 0 0 0 •• 0 •• 0 0 •••••• 0 •• 0 •• 0 0 • 0 •••••••••••• 0 • ~ 2,146,200
11. Department of Social Affairs 0 •••• 0 ••• 0 •••••••• 0 • 0 •• 0 ••••••••••••••• 0 •••••• 0. 0 •• 0 .00 1,668,000
12. Department of Trusteeship and Infonpation from Non-Self-Governing Territories. 0 0 • 0 0 0 ••• 0 • • • • • • ....... 880,400
13. Department of Public Information 0 ••••• 0 •• 0 ••••••• 0 0 0 •• 0 ••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••• 0 0 0 •• 0 •••••• 0 0 0 • 2,579,800
14. Legal Department 0 •••••••••••••••• 000 •• 0 ••••••••••• 0.0. 0 • 0 •••• 0 0 •••••••••••••• 0 0 •• 0 • 0 ••• 0 0 000 442,300
15. Conference and General Services .. 0 0 • 0 0 ••• 0 0 0 • 0 ••••••••••• 0 • 0 0 ••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••• 0 •• 0 •• 0 9,132,000
15a. United Nations Postal Administration 0 0 •••••••••• 0 0 0 • 0 0 0 0 •••• 0 0 • 0 • 0 0 0 0 •••• 0 •• 0 ••••••••••••••• : "f· 160,400
]6. Administrative and Financial Services 0 0 •• 0 0 0 0 • 0 0 •• 0 •• 0 • 0 • 0 0 •• 0 0 0 • 0 •• 0 •••• 0 ••••• 0 • 0 •••• 0 •••• 0 0 ~ • 1,590,000
17. Common staff costs 0 •• 0 •••••••••••••••••••• 0 0 ••••• 0 •• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •• 0 •• " 6,170,750
18. Common services 0 •••••••••••••••• 0 •• 000. 0 ••• 0 0 • 0 • 0 0 0 0 •••••• 0 0 ••••••••••••• 0 0 •••••••• 0 • 0 • 0['. 3,845,450
19. Permanent equipment 0 ••••• 0 • 0 • 0 0 ••• 0 0 0 •••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••• 0 • 0 ••••••• 0 ••• 0 0 0 ••••• 0 •• 0 0 0 • 0 176,400
19a. Improvements to premises 0 0 • 0 0 0 •••• 0 •• 0 •• 0 0 •• 0 0 •• 0 •••••• 0 • 0 0 • 0 • 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~[! 565,000

TOTAL, 1:r · 31,380,280

Part IV. European Office of the United Nations (

European Office of the United Nations .. 0 0 • 0 ••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 0 ••• 0 ••••••••• ,l
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 000 •• 0 0 ••• 0 •••••••••• 0 0 0 ••••••••••••• ~ -



STATEMENT I

~d unobligated balances of appropriations
I

Appropriated
Ohligaliolls jll~lIrred

UnobUuatcd
by the Uqllidated by balallce of

I General Asstmblyl disbllrselllentJ UflUqllidatcd Total aNropriation
$ $ $ $ $

593,750 577,932 15,769 593,701 49
S8,SOU 58,652 58,652 148

121,180 104,360 16,447 120,807 373
21,400 19,512 336 19,848 1,552

> 45,000 44,812 17 44,829 171
52,000 47,364 2,746 50r.l10 1,890

+ ---- ---
892,130 852,632 25,315 887,947 4,183

1,920,650 1,798,958 121,222 1,920,180 470
606,000 599,143 5,974 605,117 883

T>

2,526,650 2,398,101 127,196 2,525,297 1,353..

369,000 367,585 28 367,613 1,387
468,980 460,517 7,050 467,567 1,413
683,000 682,871 682,871 129
115,900 114,905 114,905 995
386,700 386,700 386,700

2,146,200 2,140,134 5,712 2,145,846 354
1,668,000 1,658,472 8,980 1,667,452 548

880,400 879,660 879,660 740
2,579,800 2,431,973 147,804 2,579,777 23

442,300 442,145 442,145 155
9,132,000 9,131,599 370 9,131,969 31

160,400 155,819 3,465 159,284 1,116
1,590,000 1,580,523 9,433 1,589,956 44

"~

6,170,750 4,373,579 1,797,125 6,170,704 46
3,845,450 3,603,394 242,006 3,845,400 50

176,400 130,530 44,060 174,590 1,810
565,000 41,320 523,680 565,000

• 31,380,280 28,581,726 2,789,713 31,371,439 8,841
,.

4,631,500 4,545,758 85,722 4,631,480 20
673,250 658,070 15,145 673,215 35

..
5,304,750 5,203,828 100,867 5,304,695 55

'.
",

853,400

853,400

1,052,900
958,700

2,011,600

813,579

813,579

1,034,617
927,752

1,962,369

39,399

39,399

17,429
30,388

47,817

19

852,978

852,978

1,052,046
958,140

2,010,186

422

422

854
560

1,414
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2,149,500

I1ppropria
by the

Ge'lleral Asset
$

TOTAL, Part V....Tt .
-:P:JJr I(

Contractual printing

The International Court of Iustice

Part IX. Technical programmes

Part VIII.

Pa.rt XI.

PIII'pose of appropriatioll ,

Part VII. Hospitality J•
................................................................................... l ."

Social activities .
Economic Development ~"J I.

Public adnlinistration .
"

TOTAL, Part I _

~. J.
Par~ X. Special ~.1;pense~ f-

Transfer of the assets of the League of Nations to the Uruted Nations :-'1
Amortization of the Headquarters construction loan .

TOTAL, Pa;; i
:i j.:).

TOTAL, Part Uil ~

-#(
,.

Official Records ,
Publications r. "

Appropriatioll
sectioll

30.
31.

24-. Hospitality

27.
28.
29.

25.
26.

32. The International Court of Justice

TOTA:!arnj­
..2J .., '"

GRAND Tot.
'! •

558,000

558,000

48,528,980

1 Appropriations by the General Assembly under resolution 786 (VIII) adopted on 9 December 1953 and revised under reSOI!i'l; ,
881 (IX) adopted on 14 December 1954, subsequently modified by transfers between appropriation sections totalling $166,150 m
with the concurrence of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions; and $6,000 authorized by.
Secretary-General under paragraph 3(i) (b) of resolution 786 (VIII). ~

"

Certified correct
(Signed) H. C. ANDERsEN

Controller

,\
A U D'rfE R T I FIe

.t., :....

The above statement of budget appropriations, obligations incurred and unobligated balances of a,ppropriatifS been examin
we have required, and we certify, as a result of the audit, that, in our opinion, the above statement is correct.'t '.

J.
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30
375

405

643,770
795,595

1,439,365

228,104
257,720

485,824

415,666
537,875

953,541

STATEMENT r
(continued)

Obligatiolls itlcltrred
Unobligated

Liquidated by
Unliquidated

balance of
disbursement.l Total appropriation

$ $ $ $

17,518 562 18,080 1,920

17,518 562 18,080 1,920

20,000

20,000

643,800
795,970

1,439,770

I1Ppropriated
f by tlle

General Assemblyl
$

I'.

••••• r., '[ _

Part v.~1 .
J!JlC I(

Pm't UI~

rtf i
\~

....... ,

J'.
....... l ,.

768,500
479,400
145,000

1,392,900

649,500
1,500,000

2,149,500

768,500
479,400
145,000

1,392,900

649,466
1,500,000

2,149,466

768,500
479,400
145,000

1,392,900

649,466
1,500,000

2,149,466

34

34

48,528,980

Approved
(Signed) Dag HAMMARSKJOLD

Secretary-General

558,000

:!.arnl" __55_8_,000_
}l.. _."

cND To~j'.
'f! •

~r reSOl1rl~' ,
56,150 m
ized by ,

!
","'l\ •

557,656

557,656

44,883,316 3,626,693

557,656

557,656

48,510,009

344

344

18,971

(Signed) Watson SELLAR, Canada

Luis ACEvEDO RODRIGUEZ, Colombia

Otto F. REMKE, Denl11,ark

J
\. U D'rfE R T I FIe ATE .

ropri~~ifS :"been examined in accordance with our directions. We have obtained all the infonnation and explanations that

~ct. 't ..
J.
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STATEMENT II

)

Statement of income and obligations incurred and surplus account for the year ended
31 December 1954

Income:
Members' contributions:

As originally assessed for 1954 (schedule A) .
Assessable in connexion with 195+ supplementary appropriations

$

41,067,110
701,870

$

41,768,980

~ '.
~ '.

Miscellaneous income:
Staff assessment .
Sales of United Nations postage stamps. . . . . . . . .. . .
Personnel and other services provided to specialized agencies,

and others .
Sales of puhlications, film and television revenue . . . . . .. . .
Rentals: office accommodation and garage space . .
Guided tours , .
Income from investments, including interest on bank balances, ..
Contributions from non-member States .
Refund of prior years' expenditures .
United Nations Gift Centre .
Sales of furniture and equipment (including $114,825 received in

final settlement in respect of special sale made in 1947) .
Other miscellaneous income .

Deduct: obligations incurred, per statement of 1954 budget appropriations,
etc. . .

Excess of income over obligations incurred carried to Surplus Account ....

Surplus Account

Balance as at 1 January 1954

Less:
Amount applied as credits to Members' contributions in 1954

Add:
Savings effected in liquidating prior years' obligations .
Excess of income over obligations incurred for year ended 31 De-

cember 1954 .

Balance as at 31 December 1954 .

4,664,780
377,971

356,372
355,802
320,049
211,433
191,545
63,444
55,106
83,209

158,525
25,982

~

",\. ..
.\

~

I
I

~.,.'".....
I
J

'..

\

6,864,218 'f'1h· ...
48,633,198

d ..
48,510,009

-I ;.

123,189

'>

2,201,102
~'( ..
... i '4

1,308,860

892,242

406,361 ., , '"
123,189 <I ;.

1,421,792

Certified correct
(Signed) H. C. ANDERSEN

Controller

AUDIT CERTIFICATE

Approved
(Signed) Dag HAMMARSKJOLD

Secretary-General

The above statement of income and obligations incurred and surplus account has been examined in accord­
ance with our directions. vVe have obtained all the information and explanations that we have required, and we
certify, as a result of the audit, that, in our opinion, the above statement is correct.

(Signed) Watson SELLAR, Canada
Luis ACEVEDO RODRfGUEZ, Colombia

Otto F. REMKE, Denmark
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$
U~iquidated obligations

4,248,J,1undry credit balances .
6'064'5~ue to Working Capital

eferred credits to Men
701,8'; League of Nations
836,32 Ierpbers' equity in the

14,23, a result of liquidatio
• I.Ic.mbers' equity in land

~onat,ed funds .

iurplus per Statement 0
217113", '~ Account , .

33,576;83 -
~~.

176,9&ccounts payable to contr
549,~onated funds for special
34, . oan from the Governm

66,432~~. •agreement dated 11
Less: amortizati

~ 1~ .
~embers' equity in prope
~ i Amortization paymen
~~ Appropriations made

67,193,,2 •

$

12,088,305
9,600,000

23,000

Statement of assets and Iiabili 8S at 31 December 19

•
Gelleral Fmld
Cash at banks and on hand .
Contributions receivable from Members (schedule A) .
Contributions assessa~le.against Members in connexion with 1954 s\.;,?ple-

n1entary appropnabons .
Accounts receivable, advances, deposits, etc. .., " ,
Due froIn other funds , , , , , , .. , .
Capital assets:

Secretariat building and Assembly Hall, Library building and villas,
Geneva "".,.",., " .. "", , " , .. ", ..

Land for permanent Headquarters site, New York , , , . , .. , , .. , .
Land and structures, Mogadiscio ., ............................•

Permanent Headquarters Construction Account
Cash at bank, . , , .. , .. , , , , . , , , , , , . , , ..
Inve~tments (schedule D) .. , .. " . , , , , , , , .
Accounts receivable, advances, deposits, etc., . , , , .
Preliminary and construction expenditures (schedule C), . , , , , ..

ASSETS

2,423;91 ri~cipal of fund (schedu1
12,691,5~ AdV'ances assessed 0

7,~.;1l.; Transfen-ed from Su

6,377.,J •

21,500~~ :,.

I
'ust funds and special ac(

4,893,Q: '. Library Endowment I
25,;:' International Press Hi

72,6342 \Special Account for ]
273,ll (schedule J) ,.,

'1 ~unts held in respect 0

\
. Joint Staff Pension

• . United Nations Child
YUnited Nations Tech

• ". ,Technical Assistance

'. lh~r special accounts
&e to General Fund

-~
77,825,( '.
==1"i '.

6,116,049
5,185

256,188

Certified correct
(Signed) H. C. ANDERSEN

Controller A U D I TIE'R T I F I CAT E

The above statement of assets and liabilities has been examined in accordance with our directions. We ha ained all the infonnation
our opinion, the above statement is correct. .. .

Working Capital F1md
Cash at banks ",.,.",." .. " .... "., .. " .. " .... , ... ".,.,.,.,.
Investments (schedule D) , .. ", .. ,." , ".,.",.,.,."." ..
Interest accrued ", " .. , .. ,., .. " ,.".""", .. ,." .
Advances to General Fund to finance budgetary expenditures .. , , , , , .
Advances to specialized agencies and preparatory commissions (schedule E)
Advances to finance miscellaneous self-liquidating purchases and activities

(schedule F) .. , ,., , , .

Trust Funds and Special Accounts
Cash at banks and on hand ' ..... , .... , , .. , ... , .... , , .... , , . , , , , , , .
Gold",.,.""".".",.,."."",.·····,····,·,·"···,·,,,,·, .
Investments , ", .. , "", .. , ,., .. "." .. '."',, ,'
Accounts receivable, accrued interest, etc. "., .... ,.", ... "" .. "".



STATEMENT III
[18 at 31 December 1954

.. nUiJf~

• • LIABILITIES

J~iquidated obligations .
~llndry credit balances .

i
ue to Working Capital Fund .
eferred credits to Members as a result of transfer of assets from the

: League of Nations (schedule B) .
!Ierpbers' equity in the assets transferred from the League of Nations as
I, a result of liquidation of credits .
IIcmbers' equity in land and structures, Mogadiscio .
~onated funds .

lurplus per Statement of Income and Obligations Incurred and Surplus
j' Account .

~ .~
tccounts payable to contractors, suppliers and others .
~onated funds for special projects .
~Oli.n from the Government of the United States of America under the
" ~agreement dated 11 August 1948 .
. Less: amortization payments ' .

t:nbers' equity in property:

J

' Amortization payments on loan from U.S. Government .
, Appropriations made for additional construction costs .

~ .
~ri~cipal of fund (schedule G) :
i AdV'ances assessed on Members .
1 Transfen-ed from Surplus Account .
~

,:
r

ust funds and special accounts:
.. Library Endowment Fund (schedule H) .

International Press House Fund (schedule I) .
,Special Account for Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance

I
(schedule J) .

('

Inounts held in respect of activities separately reported:
: Joint Staff Pension Fund .
I United Nations Children's Fund .
,~ United Nations Technical Assistance account .

;rechnica1 Assistance Board secretariat account .

l~~~osp~:~r:lc~:~ ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
I
I
""

7,144,126

2,597,868
23,000

11,946,311

65,000,000
5,000,<XX>

5,000,000
2,000,000

20,000,000
1.,500,000

614,884
25,364

15,033,907

45,384,296
16,185,058

506,413
22,923

$
3,626,693

700,999
6,116,049

21,711,305

1,421,792

33,576,838

90,690
102,566

60,000,000

7,000,000

67,193,256

21,500,000

21,500,000

15,674,155

62,098,690

38,659
14,233

77,825737

lained all the information and explanations that we have required, and we certify, as a result of the audit, that, in

(Signed) Watson SELLAR, Canada
Luis AcEVEDO RODRfGUEZ, ColonibiiJ

OttG F. REMKE, DenffltU'k

ERTIFICATE

ApprOVed
(Signed) Dag HAMMARSKJOLD

Sr:eretary-General
Uni
Uru
Ven
Ye
Yu

•
.... .._ ..2S..IIIIIIiI Ililiiii__IiIiiI iil'~ii·..Ii-.··."".~,.--......"':'i1''''"'"'.'Y'-iliii'~<"'.:~iIl·Iiii'••_....

IIIJ



• The amOl

.....r •.•••5 ",T!I'\!~M'Iji-,-' ·•.,' l•.·· IIII-Q!!ii_~-f..····' ·· •··---·-.r: ···__ _ , _~·~I· ·· 1IIOl···~ f...,- ·j ,- -···- ·_·__ · --·-t-· - 5'Ci"~_--'''''''''''il!1I;&;;O;~~,(.,,~ ..:;.;,....,;,;~'~~.._ I~..Ihd.!-~cc~~.til,;'''.~;.~..;t~'~"~_'~'_ ........
Schedules to statement ill

SCHEDULE A
Contributions receivable from Members as at 31 December 1954

Assessm£'nts

32,246

69,427

A

D

T

l
t

I

f'f ...
I

,\ -

i
t.,

,. (

I

"....
I

i
t'" -

. ~J. ..

.1..
i

'111, " ..

2,000
67,544

Total
balallc£'s

dll£'
$

146,371
187,507

2,567

3,728

66,152

20,730

32,246

13,345

172,238

16,520
72,128
98,925

315,485

140,000

118,878
28,921

198,291

16,520

4,344,497

24,681 19,922

11,860

17,000

74,647 54,217

1953 1952

Balallce dill' Balallce dfte
$ $

2,050,000

2,178,188 74,139 6,064,593

16,520

16,520
72,128
98,925

315,485

1954 assessments

CoUectjolls Balance dill'
$ $

33,040
578,200
722,750
567,940 2,000

1,839 22,941
578,200
53,690

206,500
1,362,900

136,290
26,563 2,29L~,497

169,330
16,520
5,909 134,511

246,1·...3 187,507
322,140
20,650
13,953 2,567

194,110
21,052 3,728
41,300

2,308,598 66,152
86,730
8,180 20,730

16,520
16,520
16,520

1,264,200 140,000
247,800

13,762 101,878
20,639 28,921
70,210
20,650
16,520
24,780

309,750
516,250

, 198,240
3,175 13,345

206,500
137,512 172,238
20,650

2,212
86,925

399,005
28,910

681,450
33,040
74,340

236,204
776,440
322,140

5,843,950

4,047,400
13,765,290

4,913
161,070

181,720

37,487,734 3,812,266
===:c· ===

41,300,000

Assessments •
$

33,040
578,200
722,750
569,940
24,780

578,200
53,690

206,500
1,362,900

136,290
2,3n,060

169,330
16,520

140,420
433,650
322,140
20,650
16,520

194,110
24,780
41,300

2,374,750
86,730
28,910
16,520
16,520
16,520

1,404,200
247,800
115,640
49,560
70,210
20,650
16,520
24,780

309,750
516,250
198,240
16,520

206,500
309,750

20,650
16,520
74,340

185,850
714,490

28,910
681,450

33,040
74,340

268,450
776,440
.322,140

5,843,950

4,047,400
13,765,290

74,340
161,070
16,520

18.~,720.... " ,-

Afghanistan .
Argentina .
Australia .
Belgium , .
Bolivia .
Brazil .
BUI'I11a .
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic
Canada ..
Chile .
China .
Colombia .
Costa Rica .
Cuba .
Czechoslovakia . .
Denmark .
Dominican Republic .
Ecuador .
Egypt .
El Salvador .
Ethiopia .
France .
Greece .
Guatemala .
Haiti .
Honduras .
Iceland .. " .
India .
Indonesia .
Iran .
Iraq .
Israel .
Lebanon .
Liberia .
Luxembourg .
Mexico .
Netherlands " .
New Zealand .
Nicaragua '"
Norway .
Pakistan .
Panama ..
Paraguay .
Peru .
Philippines .
Poland .
Saudi Arabia .
Sweden .
Syria .
Thailand .
Turkey .
Ukrainian Soviet So~ialist Republic ..
Union of South Africa .
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Northern Ireland ',' .
United States of America , ..
Uruguay .
Venezuela ..
yemen .
Yugoslavia .': ' .

;:',' " . .,:' ' ,. , ,
,. ..... -, .~. .,','



• The amount of $41,300,000 is made up as follows:

Assessed in respect of financial year 1954 and credited to income account for 1954 (Statc-
luent 11) .

Assessed in respect of supplementary appropriation for the financial year 1953 and credited
to income for that year .

Deduct-credits to assessments for the year 1954 for surplus as at 31 December 1954 .

Total assessments for 1954 as above .

SCHEDULE B

Deferred credits to Members
as a result of the transfer of assets from the League of Nations

as at 31 December 1954

1,541,750

42,608,860
1,308,860

41,300,000

Afghanistan .
Argentina .
Australia .
Belgium .
Bolivia .
Canada .
Chile .
China .
Cuba .
Czechoslovakia .
Denmark .
Dominican Republic .
Ecuador .
Egypt .
El Salvador .
France .
Greece .
Guatemala .
Haiti .
Honduras .
India .
Iran .
Iraq .
Luxembourg .
Mexico .
Netherlands .
New Zealand .
Nicaragua .
Norway .
Panama .
Peru .
Poland .
Sweden .
Thailand ' .
Turkey .
Union of South Africa .
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics .
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland .
Uruguay .
Venezuela : .
Yugoslavia ' .

27

$

5,181
262,812
348,150
193,644
20,229

458,876
76,824

292,193
64,999

281,325
134,244

7,975
2,354

46,233
7,513

858,099
74,228
4,818

12,804
3,058

682,242
41,382
19,305
13,992
45,353

251,405
114,675

1,705
109,274

15,169
24,332

319,055
256,65e

90,134
64,339

216,733
163,405

1,266,496
54,043
37,818

201,058

7,144,126



SCHEDULE C

Permanent Headquarters
Preliminary and construction expenditures to 31 December 1954 , ,~,.

SCHEDULE D

Investments as at 31 December 1954

Working Capital Fu·nd

United States Treasury Bills due 13 January 1955 .
United States Treasury Bills due 10 February 1955 .
United States Treasury Bills due 17 February 1955 .
United States Treasury Bills due 24 February 1955 .
United States Treasury Bills due 10 March 195$ , . , , .
United States Treasury Bills due 17 March 1955 , , , .. , ..
United States Treasury Certificates of Indebtedness, 1%, due 22 March 1955 , .
The Twelve Intermediate Credit Banks Debenture , , .
Associates Investment Company Note, 28 February 1955 .. , , , . , , . , , .
Associates Investment Company Note, 19 April 1955 , , .
Associates Investment Company Note, 19 July 1955 , , .
Commercial Credit Company Note, 19 April 1955 , .
Commercial Investment Trust Company Note, 14 January 1955 , .
Commercial Investment Trust Company Note, 31 January 1955 , .
Commercial Investment Trust Company Note, 13 May 1955 .
General Motors Acceptance Corp. Note, 3 March 1955 .
General Motors Acceptance Corp. Note, 29 April 1955 .
General Motors Acceptance Corp. Note, 13 May 1955 .
General Motors Acceptance Corp. Note, 31 May 1955 .
Anglo-Californian National Bank Time Deposit, 1~% , .
Bank of America National Trust and Savings Association Time Deposit, 2% .
Bankers Trust Company Time Deposit, 1y.l:% .
Irving Trust Company Time Deposit, 1y.l:% .

:~

.' .H•
I

'i I,

I., '"

. I ~,

Travel e
...~ f" theGe

mission

I delegati
Travel e

'-'1" specialir
1\ (, Purchase

Advance
'\\' ;. Se<:reta

yond t
To financ

t Bocage'
To finance
Other self

i,
"'! 4.'

'1;· ~...

Completion of Secretariat Building, Conference Area, Assembly Hall and garages
Library Building, including cost of alterations .
Arc!?tect?ral design and. planning, .
Engmeermg and supervIsory costs , .
Reconstruction of Franklin D. Roosevelt Drive .
Search of title to site property .
Relocation and rehabilitation of persons resident in buildings located on site .

Less: refunds by City of New York .

Demolition costs .
l-andscaping .
Furniture, furnishings and equipment .
Administrative expenses-Headquarters Planning Office:

Salaries and allowances (less' staff assessments) .
Travel on official business .
Rc:ital and maintenance of premises and equipment, .
Stationery a~d office supplies , .
Commumcations .
Public accounting and auditing services, , , . , , , .
Miscellaneous , .

$

653,701
375,943

625,473
14,197
11,187
2,641
2,423

26,897
6,435

$
5,1,687,454

1,650,285
2,383,054
3,534,389
2,764,725

20,020

277,758

303,517
1,137,292
1,984.541

689,253

66,432,288

$
999,620
499,391
399,392
798,695
99,781

299,215
800,000
500,042
149,693
223,978
991,667
248,864
499,757
499,462
223,753
249,219
995,041

99,429
99,476

1,000,000
2,015,111

500,000
500,000

12,691,586

'-. 1'.,.

..

"I '"

'fl _ '"

..,
L
~~'.."
r

'\\1

1

r.

''r .."

Preparat
Mariti

Permanent Headquarters Construction Account
m",'

United States of America Treasury Bills due 3 February 1955 , .
United States of America Treasury Certificates of Indebtedness, 1%, due 22 March 1955 .. , .
Commercial Investments Trust Incorporated Note, due 21 June 1955 .

28

$
149,789
200,684
198,617

549,090

~:.. -'\



SCHEDULE E

Advances to specialized agencies and preparatory commissions
for the year ended 31 December 1954

:~

Balance
1 January

1954
$

Preparatory Commission 'ilf the Inter-Governmental
Maritime Consultative Organization............ 4,684

4,684

SCHEDULE F

Advances
&l4"'ng
year

$

501

501

Repayments
during
year

$

Balance
31 Decembtr

1954
$

5,185

5,185

Advances to finance miscellaneous self-liquidating pW'chases and activities
sa at 31 December 1954

19,934 15,180 21,289 13,825

1,329 4,976 5,454 851
221,697 1,186 53,030 169,853

39,268 9,817 29,451

11,810 11,810
33,594- 32,403 1,191

3,109 113,478 87,377 29,207

285,334 180,224 209,370 256,188

· ,~'

(
'\tr
I

1\ (,

i
I

"'! t·

~.,

I1t ';.

,.1 _,

r"'
'\\1

1

1 •

\\ '"I '

I
r'
i,

Travel expenses of "extra" representatives to
the General Assembly, the Cour.'.cils &'l.d Com­
missions and "extra" local transportation for
delegations , , "",

Travel expenses of staff members loaned to
specialized agencies, etc............ .

Purchase of cafeteria equipment ... , , .
Advance payments for insurance coverage on

S~retariat Building for periods extending be-
yond the current year .

To finance repairs and renovation of villa "Le
Bocage" in Geneva , .. ,

To finance Geneva conference on Asian problems
Other self-liquidating purchases .

Balatlce
1 January

1954
$

Advances
during
year

$

Repayments
during
year

$

Balance
31 December

1954
$



Total advallces
$

17,200.00
303,856.65
376,497.85
296,302.16

12,980.00
303,856.65

28,197.84
105,334.72
710,119.60

71,197.84
1,209,910.95

87,497.84
8,600.00

72,976.08
225,750.00
167,823.92

10,750.00
8,723.92

102,739.20
12,750.00
21,500.00

1,236,250.00
44,726.08
14,900.00
8,600.00
8,600.00
8,600.00

732,741.37
129,000.00
61,817.44
26,047.84
36,550.00
10,873.92
8,600.00

12,750.00
159,880.40
268,997.84
103,447.84

8.600.00
107,500.00
161,850.00
10,750.00
8,600.00

38,947.84
94,610.80

366,973.75
15,173.92

355,741.36
17,323.92
39,071.76

140,989.20
396,360.63
169,317.44

2,984,087.37
2,117,721.93
7,214,857.81

38,700.00
82,878.24

8,600.00
94,476.08

21,500,000.001,500,000.00

Cash adval/ces
$

16,000.00
280,000.00
350,000.00
276,000.00

12,000.00
280,000.00
26,000.00

100,000.00
660,000.00
66,000.00

1,124,000.00
82,000.00
8,000.00

68,000.00
210,000.00
156,000.00

10,000.00
8,000.00

94,000.00
12,000.00
20,000.00

1,150,000.00
42,000.00
14,000.00
8,000.00
8,000.00
8,000.00

680,000.00
120,000.00
56,000.00
24,000.00
34,000.00
10,000.00
8,000.00

12,000.00
150,000.00
250,000.00
96,000.00

8,000.00
100,000.00
150,000.00

10,000.00
8,000.00

36,000.00
90,000.00

346,000.00
14,000.00

330,000.00
16,000.00
36,000.00

130,000.00
376,000.00
156,000.00

2,830,000.00
1,960,000.00
6,666,000.00

36,000.00
78,000.00
8,000.00

88,000.00

20,000,000.00

SCHEDULE G
Advnnces from Members for tbe Working Capital Fund

as at 31 December 1954
Credits in COIII/e.rioll

~()ith trallsfcr
fr01ll Sllrpltls

$
1,200.00

23,856.65
26,497.85
20,302.16

900.00
23,856.65

2,197.84
5,334.72

50,119.60
5,197.84

85,910.95
5,497.84

600.00
4,976.08

15,750.00
11,823.92

750.00
723.92

8,739.20
750.00

1,500.00
86,250.00

2,726.08
900.00
60"00
6( ..00
600.00

52,741.37
9,000.00
5,817.44
2,047.84
2,550.00

873.92
600,00
750.00

9,880.40
18,997.84
7,447.84

600.00
7,500.00

11,850,00
750.00
600.00

2,947.84
4,610.80

20,973.75
1,173.92

25,741.36
1,323.92
3,071.76

10,989.20
20,360.63
13,317.44

154,087.37
157,721.93
548,857.81

2,700.00
4,878.24

600.00
6,476.08

N ate: The advances listed are fully paid up.

Afghanistan " .. , .. ,.,.,., ,., , ,.
Argentina ' , .. , . , , , , . , .
Australia , .. , , , , ..
Belgium, , , . .. . , ", ,.
Bolivia .. , , .. ,.
Brazil .. " , , , ,
Bunna . , . , , . , . , . , . , , .. , . , , . , , .. , .
Byelortlssian Soviet Socialist Republic, .
Canada , .. , ,., ,., .
Chile " ,., "
China , , , , ,
Colombia", .. , , ,., .
Costa Rica , .. , .
Cuba .. "" " , , , ,., , .
Czechoslovakia , .. , . , , .. , , , .. , , .
Denmark, " ,., , ,' ,., , ', .
Dominican Republic , , . , , , . , , , , , .
Ecuador .. ,., .. ".", , .. ,."." : .. """,.
Egypt .. ",'."."", ,., , " , .
El Salvador, , . , , , , . , , , , .
Ethiopia """., .. , ,.,., .. ", , , ,.
France .. ,., "., .. , " .. ,." .. ,' " .. , ..
Greece , , , , , . , . , . , , , .. , , . , . , , . , . , . , .
Guatemala . , .. , , . , , , , , , . , , . , . , .. , . , . , .
Haiti ."",., .. " .. " , "., , ,.
Honduras.,.,., " " .. , ,.".,." , ,., ,
Iceland ." , .. , .. , , , .. ,.,." .. , , .
India ... , , . , . , , , , , , , .. , , .. , .. , , .. , . , .
Indonesia ., ,.'.",."" " , " .. ".
Iran, .. " "",." ..... , ""." .. "., , .. ,
Iraq .. , , ,., "'.,.,, .. , ,., .. " .. , ,." .. , "
Israel , . , , , .. , , . , , . , . , .. , .. , . , , '. , , .
Lebanon "., ... ", "., " ,." " ,
Liberia ,., .. ,.,."., , .. ,., , " ..
Luxembourg , . , , , , . , , , , .
Mexico , , ".", ,'.,.,.", "
Netherlands ., .. , .. ,'., , , .. "" , .
New Zealand .. , . , , .. , . , , , .. , , , . , . '. ,
Nicaragua,.,. , .. , " .. , , .. ,., "
Norway , .. , , , .. " , . " , .. , ,.,
Pakistan " .. , " , .. , , .
Panama , , , , , .
Paraguay , .. , , .
Peru ., , .. , , .. , .. , , , , ..
Philippines , , , , .. , , , .
Poland , .. , ,." , , , ..
Saudi Arabia , . , , , . , .. , ., '
Sweden , , , , , .. , .. , , , , .
Syria , , , , . , .. , .. , . , , , . , .. , , .. , .. ,
Thailand , , , .. , ", " , .
Turkey , , .
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic ,
Union of South Africa , . , , , , ..
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics .
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland ,
United States of America , .. , , ..
Uruguay , , , , , .. , ,
Venezuela , , , , .. , . , , , , .. , , ,
Yemen , '
Yugoslavia , , , , , .



tJ" ! 't

SCHEDULE H
Library Endowment Fund

Status of the Fund as at 31 December 1954
$

27,645

$
25,395

31
25,364

587,239
614,884

614,884

$

$

23,899
14,166
38,065
10,420

541,670
45,569

7,955

100,000

200,000
13,975
17,361
47,185
9,482

49,813
41,095
28,556
28,588
28,836
21,804

594,650
17,257
4,455

616,362
1,478

Less: Expended as above .
Balance of appropriations unexpended , .
Income unappropriated .

Accumulated income:
Balance as at 1 January 1954 . , , .
Add: Net interest received and accrued during year .

Deduct: Expenditures for library books and equipment .
Balat~ce unexpended as at 31 December 1954 , .

Principal:
Balance as at 1 January 1954 .
Add: Gain on principal on maturity of investments .

Total of fund .

Represented by:
Investments:

General Motors Acceptance Corporation Note, 31 March 1955 .
United States of America Savings Bonds, Registered Series G, due 1 Janu-

ary 1%0, 20 % .
United States of America Savings Bonds, Registered Series G, due 1 Janu-

ary 1960, 20% · .
Commonwealth of Australia, 1962, 39~% , .
United States of America Treasury Bonds, 1959-1962, 2;4 % .
Government of Sweden Bonds, 1969, 2%. % .
Standard Oil of New Jersey Debenture, 15 May 1971, 2%% .
International BatIk for Reconstruction and Development, 1 March 1976,3%
United States of America Treasury Bonds, due 1 April 1980, 2%.% .
Government of Sweden Bonds, 1982, 30% .
Government of Sweden Bonds, 1988, 30% .
Government of Sweden Bonds, 1994, 30% .
Dominion of Canada, Perpe~ua1, 3% .

Cash at bank .
Interest accrued.........................................................

SCHEDULE I

International Press House Fund
Status of the Fund as at 31 December 1954

g,942
13,000
21,942
10,420
11,522
16,123
27,645

This Fund was transferred to the United Nations by the League of Nations and is administered in accordance
with specific rules to ensure the use of the income derived from the Fund exclusively for the purpose for which it
was originally established: that is, the maintenance of a library in the Palais des Nations.

Less: Due to United Nations General Fund .

The balance of unexpended income at 31 December 1954, $27,645, is made up as
folbws:

Appropriations made in 1953 unexpended at 1 January 1954 .
Appropriations made in 1954 .

Balance as at 1 January 1954 .
Deduct: Safe custody charges .

Balance as at 31 December 1954 .

Represented by:
Due from United Nations General Fund. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24
Gold, 726.804 fine ounces. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25,340 25,364

This Fund, established by voluntary contributions to provide an International Press House near the Palais des
Nations in Geneva, was transferred from the League of Nations, subject to the original terms of its establishment.
It is according-Iy held as an interim custodianship pending clarification as to the bodies legally competent to dispose
of the Fund.

((
.\

r
_1/' ~
't

'1 ,.

..

'(\

J
..,

,.j,'.,.'4

:.\
~,

!'

;~~.
,'111 1 >

:cs

00
65
B5
16
)Q

55
34
72
50
~4
)5
l4
)()
)8
lO
~2

10
12
:0
o
o
o
8
o
o
o
o
7
o
~

~
)

2
)
)
)

~

~
)
)

)
)

)

31



"".1.1l1li1 1.1••• 1 •••.1.1'.11111'•.__', ••IFII1I1i1.IIII!IIIII.N1_.__.••a.'!iII!llIII!'Ii,_iilillilMll'.'Iii!I!ij•.•."I.__IIIiIIiII II III11i1I IiIIiIii __1

SCHEDULE J

Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance

STATUS OF THE SPECIAL ACCOUNT AS AT 31 DECEMBER 1954

Balance on hand as at 1 January 1954 .
Contributions received during 1954:

Against 1954 pledges .
Against 1953 pledges. ' .
Against 1952 pledges .
Against 1951 pledges .

Less: Exchange adjustments .

Miscellaneous income .
Payments made by Governments toward local living costs of experts .
Advance payments in respect of 1955 pledges and local costs .

Less:
Remittances and other charges to participating organizations:

Against allocations. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Against local cost apportionments .

Represented by:
Cash at banks and on hand. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ., .
Investments .
Loan to International Civil Aviation Organization .
Interest accrued .
Contributions in kind, accepted but not used .

This amount of $15,033,907 is accounted for as follows:
Working Capital and Reserve Fund .
Contributions and other income (including Governments' payments toward local

costs), received but not yet allocated or apportioned to the participating or-
ganizations .

Advance payments on 1955 pledges and local costs .
Undrawn allocations and local cost apportionments:.

United Nations .
International Labour Organisation .
Food and Agriculture Organization .
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization .
International Civil Aviation Organization .
World Health Organization .
Technical Assistance Board secretariat .

in

$ $
',~

5,180,042

24,415,889 ~ ,

3,196,715
of ...

953,435
51,010 "r

28,617,049
761,933 27,855,116

!'
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152,529 ....
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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF AUDITORS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
ON THE AUDIT OF THE ACCOUNTS OF THE UNITED NATIONS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 1954

1. General Assembly resolution 347 (IV) requires the Board of Auditors to perform examinations of the accounts
of the United Nations, including all trust and special accounts, to the extent deemed necessary in order that the
Board may certify that:

(a) The financial statements are in accord with the books and records of the Organization;
(b) The financial transactions reflected in the statements have been in accordance with the rules and regulations,

the budgetary provisions and other applicable directives; and
(c) The securities and the moneys on deposit and on hand have been verified.

The Board has already examined the records of and reported on the following accounts:

The United Nations Children's Fund for the year ended 31 December 1954;
The Refugee Emergency Fund for the year ended 31 December 1954; and
The Joint Staff Pension Fund for the period 1 January to 30 September 1954.

With respect to the last, in the spring of 1954 the financial year-end of the Pension Fund was changed from 31
December to 30 September, consequently the first statements were for a nine months' period. The Secretary­
General this year is submitting, as a separate part, his financial report and the financial statements relating to the
Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance. For this reason, audit observations on technical assistance accounts
are not included in this report on the accounts of the United Nations; instead, they are being presented separately.
The financial year of both the United Nations Korean Reconstruction Agency and the United Nations Relief and
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East ends on 30 June, consequently audits of these special ac­
counts will be made later in the year.

2. The Secretary-General presented for certification the following financial statements relating to the United
Nations General Fund and allied accounts:

1. Statement of 1954 budget appropriations, obligations incurred and unobligated balances of appropri­
ations;

Il. Statement of income and obligations incurred and surplus account for the year ended 31 December 1954;
Ill. Statement or assets and liabilities as at 31 December 1954,

together with associated schedules. Examinations were made of accounts and records at New York, Geneva and
The Hague, and the Board again records its appreciation of the co-operation and assistance so willingly extended
by officers of the Secretariat at New York and Geneva and by the Registry of the Interuational Court of Justice.

3. Appropriations statement. By budget resolution 786 (VIII), the General Assembly appropriated $47,827,110
for the year 1954, but resolution 881 (IX) of 14 December 1954 increased the amount to $48,528,980. Obligations
incurred totalling $48,510,009, savings on appropriations were $18,971-the comparable amount in 1953 was
$576,898 and in 1952 it was $277,507.

4. No surrender in any section exceeded $2,000 and in several instances it was less than $100. In part, the small­
ness of section surrenders was due to the fact that year-end transfers were made from sixteen sections of the
budget in order to provide the following with additional credits:

1 The General Assembly, Commissions and Committees .
17 Common staff costs .
18 Common services " .
20 European Office of the United Nations .
20a Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees .
23 Economic Commission for Latin America. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

l.1,,-

Section Description Addition
$

37,000
42,750
58,650
8,500
4,250

15,000

166,150

Towards the year-end it became evident that c:redits available in the above sections were insufficient to defray all
obligations that might be charged to them, while other sections would have unobligated balances at the year-end.
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Administrative action was to treat such prospective surplus credits as available for transfer and, upon the exact
need of each section being established, in February 1955 the SecretCiry-General applied to the Advisory Committee
on Administrative and Budgetary Quest10ns for its concurrence to transfers between sections to the end that
those over-obligated in the accounts would be brought into balance. The Committee, acting under the authority of
section 3 of resolution 786 (VIII), gave its approval.

5. As noted in t..'le opening paragraph of this report, an audit duty is to eS~llblish that all financial tra:lsactions
"have been in accordance with the rules and regulations, the budgetary provisions and other applicable directives."

Because of the special circumstances in which these transfers of credit were effected, the Board entertains doubt as
to their regularity, although a legal opinion applied for by the Office of the Controller and received on 28 April
1955 is to the effect that transfers under the authority of section 3 of resolution 786 (VIII) may be made at any
time during 1955 whenever necessary to discharge obligations incurred in the year 1954. The Board now states its
reasons why the transfers are regarded as being inconsistent with directions of the General Assembly in articles 2
and 4 of the Financial Regulations and section 3 of resolution 786 (VIII), these reading:

Financial Regulations

2.1 The financial year shall be the period 1 January to 31 December inc1usil·e.
4.1 The appropriations voted by the General Assembly shall constitute an authorization to the Secretary­

General to inco.1r obligations and make payments for the purposes for which the appropriations were
voted and up to the amounts so voted.

4.2 Appropriations shall be available for obligation during the financial year to which they relate.
4.3 Appropriations shall remain available for twelve months following the end of the financial year to which

they .e!ate to the extent that they're required to discharge obligations in respect of goods supplied
and services rendered in the financial year and to liquidate any other outstanding legal obligation of
the year. The balance of the appropriations shall be surrendered.

4.4 At the end of the twelve-month period provided in re~lation 4.3 above, the then remaining ba.:iance
of any appropriations retained will be surrendered. Any unliquidated prior year oblig'ations shall at that
time be ca,ncelled or, where the obligation remains a valid charge, transferred as an obligation against
current appropriations.

4.5 No trausfer between appropriation sections may he made without authorization by the General
Assembly.

Resolution 786 (VI/I)

3. The Secretary-General is authorized
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(ii) With the prior concurrence of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgp.tary Questions,
to transfer credits between sections of the budget. .

6. 'When the words "with the prior concurrence" in the budget resolution are read together with regulation 4.1, it
appears to the Board that the General Assembly contemplates a decision by the Advisory Committee before the
Secretary-General i's free to acc,"pt obligations in excess of the amount specificaiiy voted for a section of the budget.
In this instance, concurrence was neither sought nor given until after the event.

7. An associated question is whether the General Assembly intended that section 3 of resolution 786 (VIII) was
to continue in efff~ct after resolution 881 (IX) was adopted on 14 December 1954. The prime purpose of the latter
was to supplement the 1954 budget by adding $701,870 of new credits, but by the same resolution the General As­
sembly also made transfers of existing credits between sections. Moreover, the resolution was adopted within a
few days of the year-end and no reference to section 3 of resolution 786 (VIII) was included. Generally accepted
audit practice is to give· narrow and strict interpretation to budgetary legish~~on in order to proteot the powers
and privileges of appropriating authorities, especially when a consequence of administrative action was to expand
the area in which expenditures might be made. In this instance, the General Assembly having specifically reduced
the amounts appropriated for the needs of various sections of the budget, the Board regards it as inconsistent with
the aim and policy of the Assembly that reductions in vote credits by the Assembly should be restored (in whole
or in part) shortly afterwards by relying on a provision of a resolution of the previous session. Cases where this
occurred are:

20 European Office of the United Nations (net) .
20a Office of the United Nations High Commission,er for Refugees , .
23 Economic Commission for Latin America .
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8. Because the Board regards it as desirable that future practice be free from doubt, the certificate now given
to financial statement I is provisionally qualified tor the foregoing reasons. No audit exception is otherwise taken­
the obligations involved were ordinary in nature.

9. Internatioll{ll Court of Justice. The present Registrar took office on 23 October 1953 but, being over 60 years
of age, was ineligible to become a contributor to the Joint Staff Pension Fund. During the ninth session of the
General Assembly, the Fifth Committee took notice of proposals to provide pensionable status, but final decision as
to mode has yet to be taken. Nevertheless, an obligation of $2,081 is recorded against section 32 (International
Court of Justice) in the accounts now under review. It represents an estimate of the Organization's contribution to
be made for the period 23 October 1953 to 31 December 1954 should the Registrar be admitted to the Joint Staff
Pension Plan. However, even if the Pension Regulations be broadened to admit him, effect may be given only
leas from the date specified by the General Assembly" (article .xXXVII). The audit view is that the obligation was
prematurely recorded and lacks authority, but the Board notes that the administrative purpose in recording the
obligation was primarily to distribute an anticipated charge evenly over the period with which associated.

10. Miscellaneous income. Annually, the total of miscellaneous income increases; moreover, in 1954 the amount
actually received exceeded the sum officially estimated by $104,000. A comparison of estimated and actual receipts
in 1954 with totals of the three previous years is:

Estimated Actllal
Actual

for 1954 1954 1953 1952 1951
$ $ $ $ $

Staff assessment. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 4,686,400 4,664,800 4,633,600 4,648,600 4,281,000
Sales of United Nations stamps .......... 435,000 378,000 372,200 421,300 375,300
Services to specialized agencies. . ........... 374,200 356,400 303,800 212,600 192,800
Rentals (space) .......................... 302,500 320,000 295,300 283,600 201,900
Sale of publications ....................... 304,500 343,400 287,300 295,900 140,000
Investment income........................ 141,100 191,600 186,300 152,400 129,400
Sales used furniture, etc................... 79,300 158,500 118,600 111,900 184,400
Film and television revenue ................ 30,000 12,400 31,100 16,700 34,900
Guided Tour Service ............. : ........ 215,000 211,400 214,300
United Nations Gift Centre................ 50,000 83,200 89,400
Contributions from non-member States ...... 56,500 63,400 53,800 95,100 9,200
Other ................................. " 85,500 81,100 201,600 182,500 288,900

t
6,760,000 6,864,200 6,787,300 6,420,600 5,837,800 t

~
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Income from the sale of used furniture, etc., was practically double the amount estimated because the purchaser
of certain furniture from the United Nations (acquired in 1946 for an hotel operated for a short time by the
Organization) paid off not only the 1954 instalment but also those maturing in 1955 and 1956. Film and television
revenues are listed as $12,400, but the total received was actually more. The explanation is that $23,000 received
from broadcasting companies in connexion with televising proceedings of the United Nations was applied directly
towards the cost of production, that treatment having been forecast in the estimates for the year. The dining­
room and cafeteria meal services operated at a loss of about $23,OOO-in 1953 the loss was about $4,OOO-but
newsstand and other sales producec:1 profits substantially in excess of the catering losses. Since funds thereby
became available, a payment of $53,000 was made to reduce the balance payable to the Working Capital Fund
with respeot to an advance authorized some years ago to finance the cost of cafeteria equipment in the Secretariat
Building. As at 31 December 1954, the amount still due to Working Capital Fund was $169,853. In addition,
miscellaneous income was credited with $32,900, this sum representing reimbursement of the cost of various
United Nations services associated with the catering project.

11. Headquarters construction project. All major construction work was completed almost three years ago, but
some work is still in progress as charges to the Headquarters construction account. As at 31 December 1954, ex­
penditures and unliquidated obligations incurred in constructing and equipping Headquarters approximated
$66,430,000, the outlays having been financed by the $65,000,000 Headquarters construction loan, appropriations of
the General Assembly, and public contributions of approximately $100,000. In view of the fact that the buildings are
now fully occupied, the Board suggests that a "completion" date be set. As a:t 31 December 1954, there were
commitments outstanding of $56,000 while the unobligated balance at credit of the account was over $650,000.

12. A substantial portion of the $66,430,000 outlay is represented by equipment, furnishings, etc. In addition,
there is in use equipment and furnishings either brought from the temporary headquarters at Lake Success or
sir.ce acquired. as charges to the regular budgets of the United Nations. While comprehensive records a~e main­
tained for inventory control purposes, no precise tabula:tion, by values, has been made, hut the Board was in­
formed that the over-all total may approximate $12 million.
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(Signed) Watson SELLAR, Canada
Luis ACEVEDO RODRIGUEZ, Colombia

Otto F. REMKE, Denmark

5 May 1955

13. All equipment ultimately wears out; of course, the period of use varies in length depending on the nature of
each item, but depreciation and obsolescence factors are constantly diminishing the worth of all. The problem of
the United Nations is exceptional because practically all of its equipment and furnishings were acquired simul- . ~

taneously, a probable consequence being that the burden of replacement will, in some years, materially increase
the budget, while in others outlays may Le relatively small. An alternative would be to devise a plan to amortize
the cost (as is being done with respect to the Headquarters construction loan) and annually appropriate a fixed
sum to a replacement reserve. Such a plan would be a step towards stabilizing the budget, but care would have
to be exercised in devising means to preserve the General Assembly's financial prerogatives and at the same time
give the Secretary-General reasonable latitude in application. The foregoing relates to the situation at New York,
but t}1e same problem exists in more advanced form at Geneva where the Palais des Nations has been in use for
upwards of twenty years and expert opinion is that it will not be prudent to postpone much longer some major
replacements of equipment.

14. Im.'estme'lts. As at 31 December 1954, there was approximately $36 million earning income either through
short-term investments or by use of time deposits earning interest. Most of the securities were yielding about
1y.j. per cent. In addition, there are the substantial long-term investments of the Pension Fund, the Library En­
dowment Fund, etc. A "short-term" investment is regarded as one maturing within twelve months, and the
Financial Regulations permit the Secretary-General to make such an investment whenever he is of opinion that
any funds on hand are "not needed for immediate requirements". Long-term investments may be made only when
"the appropriate authority" regulating the trust or special account specifically permits the acquisition of securities
w!lich wiII not mature for a number of years. However, it was observed that without specific authorization a
portion of the moneys at credit of the Children's Fund and of the Refugee Emergency Fund were temporarily
invested, as at 31 December 1954, in long-term securities.

15. There are a number of special accounts, an example is the Technical Assistance Working Capital and
Reserve Fund, where experience demonstrates that some have continuing balances which might be invested to
produce more income without interfering with day-to-day cash needs. Nevertheless, only short-term investments
may be made, a rt:sult being that income return is, as stated above, currently a:bout ly.j. per cent only.

16. Supplementary reports. The General Assembly, by section 3 of the annex to the Financial Regulations, allows
the Board of Auditors to exercise a discretion in reporting on subordinate matters; they may be brought to
the notice of the General Assembly, the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions or the
Secretary-General. Consequently, in addition to this report, the Board, as in previous years, is drawing to
the notice of the Advisory Committee various subjects that are technical in nature and related to such matters as the
application of rules controlling payment of allowances, travel, etc., and also to administrative practices regarding
the allocating of printing for payment in soft currencies, etc. The Board is also addressing a memorandum to
the Secretary-General in which attention is drawn to practices relating to internal administration.
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LETI'ER OF TRANSMITI'AL

2 May 1955

Sir,

I have the honour to transmit the financial statements relating to the Expanded
Programme of Technical Assistance for Economic Development of Under-developed
Countries, with respect to the financial year ended 31 December 1954. These state­
ments have been examined and certified.

In accordance with the resolution of the General Assembly, I have the honour
to present the report of the Board of Auditors with respect to the 1954 accounts of
the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance.

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

{Signed)Watson SELLAR

On behalf of the Board of Auditors

THE PRESIDENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

OF THE UNITED NATIONS
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EXPANDED PROGRAMME OF TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

TOTAL available funds 5,965,637

$
119,189
213,098
60,696

3,713,054
80,000

1,779,600

Balallces
$

32,466
73,788

(201,421)

( 95,167)

E~pended

$
158,963
265,647

6,167,058

6,591,668

Available
$

191,429
339,435

5,965,637

6,496,501

(a) Apportionments for local costs .
(b) Allocations restricted for special purposes .
(c) Regular allocations and other available funds .

Carry-over from 1953, re-allocated for use in 1954 .
Savings on 1953 obligations realized in 1954 .
Miscellaneous income for 1954 .
Allocations in respect of the Organization's share in approved earmarkings of $18,000,000 ..
Additional allocation for tax reimbursement .
G!'ant-in-aid from the reglliar budget appropriations of the United Nations .

5. The regular allocations and other available funds were derived as follows:

Financial report relating to the United Nations participation
in the Programme and the Technical Assistance Board secretariat

1. There is submitted herein a financial report, together with financial statements for the year ended 31 De­
cember 1954 and the report of the Board of Auditors, covering United Nations expenditures in connexion with the
Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance for Economic Development of Under-developed Countries. The
account~ are grouped into two main categories, as reflected in the separate financial statements which accompany
this report, each with appropriate supplementary schedules:

(a) Statement I relates to expenditures against funds made available to and administered by the United
Nations as a participating organization in operations under the Programme;

(b) Statement II relates to expenditures of the secretariat of the Technical Assistance Board under the admin-
istration of the Executive Chairman of the Board.

2. The financial statements do not of course cover expenditures -by the specialized agencies under the Programme,
which are reported directly to their own governing bodies, but which are later transmitted to the General Assembly
under another agenda item, pursuant to the provisions of resolution 519 A (VI) .

Accounts of the United Nations as a participating organization in the
Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance

3. As shown in statement I, the funds allocated or otherwise made available during 1954 for operational and
related administrative expenditures of the United Nations under the Programme amounted to $6,305,072, while
obligations incurred for these purposes were $6,432,705. In addition, $191,429 was apportioned to the United
Nations out of payments made by Governments towards local living costs of experts under Economic and Social
Council resolution 470 (XV) ag'ainst which charges amounted to $158,963.

.4. Statement I shows a balance as at 31 December 1954 of $95,167, representing an excess of total obligations in­
curred over total funds available for the year. However, for the purposes of accountability to the Technical As­
sistance Board, the surplus shown in respect of local cost apportionments may not be used for any other purposes,
and the amount of $32,466 arising in this connexion therefore reverts to Special Account and will in due course be
accounted for to the Governments which provided these funds. Furthermore, certain special allocations were made
by the Technical Assistance Board, with the provision that the use of these allocations was restricted to particular
purposes; in accordance with the terms under which these allocations were issued, the unused balances amounting
to $73,788 also revert to the Special Account. The position therefore a.: of 31 December 1954 may be summarized
as follows: .
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In addition, expenditures totalling $80,694 were incurred in 1954 in respect of technical assistance in par­
ticular areas against direct reimbursement by the Governments receiving the assistance, making the total expendi­
tures $6,.513,399.

8. The following table presents a comparison of central administrative costs for the year 1954 with those reported
for the year 1953:

Central administrative costs represent for the year 1954 about 5~ per cent, as against 6-2/3 per cent for 1953,
of the total obligations incurred under the programme, and thus reflect both relatively and in total sum a sub­
stantial reduction in costs. It is noted in this connexion that the administrative costs include for 1954 $25,996 and
for 1953 $40,286 in respect of charges for tax reimbursement.

9. One ex gratia payment was made during 1954 and charged against technical assistance funds. The amount in­
volved was $750 which represented compensation paid in connexion with the withdrawal of an offer of employment
to ~n expert.

Expenditures of the Technical Assistance Board secretariat

10. As shown in statement n, the total obligations incurred for the year 1954 amounted to $1,277,312, as against
allocations by the Bmni of :t)1,281,982. The balance of $4,670, together with miscellaneous income, etc., of $30,422,
makes a total of $35,092 which reverts to the Special Account.

11. Further details of the obligations incurred for the year 1954 are reported in schedules A and B attached to
statement n. These are summarized below together with comparative figures for the year 1953:
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1953
$

419,806
1,695

36,343
11,037

468,881

1954
$

331,182
1,594

24,452
2,457

359,685

1954 1953
$ $

5,236,229 5,607,864
836,791 982,479

6,073,020 6,590,343
359,685 468,881

6,432,705 7,059,224

Personal services......................................... .
Administrative supplies and materials .
Travel and transportation .
Contractual and other services. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

A. Project costs .
B. Technical and operational costs .

C. Central administrative costs .

TOTALS

The special allocation for tax reimbursement, $80,000, was granted subject to the provision that it should be re­
duced by the amount (up to that figure) of any carry-over (i.e., excess of available funds over obligations in­
curred) for the year 1954. As no such carry-over was realized, no reduction will be entailed.

6. As shown in the table included in paragraph 4 above, the operations for the year 1954, excluding those covered
by special arrangements, resulted in an excess of obligations incurred over available funds amounting to $201,421.
This over-obligation of funds has been reported to the Technical Assistance Board and a request made for an ad­
ditional allocation of funds to cover it, in view of the circumstances as outlined later in this paragraph. At the same

. time, assurances have been given that steps are being taken to avoid any repetition of the situation in future years.
The Board has stressed the need for all participating organizations to adhere strictly to its established principles
and ensure that the obligations incurred by them will not exceed the total funds earmarked and allocated to them,
and rejected the request for an additional allocation. Consequently, it will be necessary to cover the amount of
$201,421 from funds available in 1955. In general, the situation reported above is a reflection of that fact that pro­
gramme plans for rendering technical assistance up to the maximum availability did in fact mature more quickly
than had been originally anticipated. As a result, the Organization was committed to the alternatives of either im­
plementing these plans at the risk of outrunning available funds, or postponing important projects with the con­
sequent risk of losing the services of the experts best qualified to do the work involved, as well as the dislocation
of plans made by tlle recipient Governments. In view of the normal incidence of delays in implementing other projects,
which would normally provide a margin of funds, the first alternative was taken. In the end, sufficient savings else­
where did not materialize, and the position as shown above has resulted.

7. Details of the operational and administrative expenditures will be found in three schedules annexed to state­
ment 1. These are summarized, together with comparative figures for 1953, as follows:



12. A summary of the total obligations incurred by object of expenditure under the two categories, as compared
with totals for the preceding year, is given in the following table:

(Signed) Dag HAMMARSKJOLD

Secretary-General

1954- 1953
$ $

885,845 812,888
391,467 486,602

1,277,312 1,299,490

1954 1953
Residcnt CClltral

Representatives administrativc
etc. costs Totals Totals
$ $ $ $

692,175 317,243 1,009,418 982,085
i6,412 14,559 30,971 38,200

132,159 36,781 168,940 203,142
45,099 22,&>t 67,983 76,063---

885,845 391,467 1,277,312 1,299,490
=..':
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Personal services .
Administrativl~ supplies, materials, equipment, etc .
Travel and transportation .
Contractual and other services. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

A. Resident Representatives' and liaison officers' costs .
B. Central administrative costs o! the secretariat .
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STATEMENT I

32,466

(95,167)

802,846

898,013

(95,167)

$

119,189

5,912,089

273,7~~

6,305,072

6,432,705

(127,633)

$

213,098
60,696

191,429
158,963

506,413
137,332
12,922

146,179

763,535
104,984
29,494

4,132,489
1,779,600

5,236,229
836,791
359,685

Approved
(Signed) Dag HAMMARSKJOLD

Secretary-Gene1'al

51

AUDIT CERTIFICATE

STATEMENT SHOWING THE STATUS OF FUNDS MADE AVAILABLE TO THE UNITED NATIONS
AS A PARTICIPATING ORGANIZATION AS AT 31 DECEMBER 1954

Excess of allocations over obligations incurred as at 31 December 1953 .
Allocations from contributions and other available funds in 1954 .
Grant-in-aid from United Nations .

Other credits:

Savings on liquidation of prior years' obligations .
Miscellaneous income " .

Total funds available .

Obligations incurred during 1954 (excluding charges against funds provided by
Governments for local costs) :

Project costs (schedule A) .
Technical operational costs (schedule B) .
Central administrative costs (schedule C) .

Excess of obligations incurred over available funds .

Excess of local cost apportiollments over expenditures chargeable:
Apportionments received and receivable for local costs .
Deduct: Obligations incurred in respect of local costs chargeable thereto .

Balance as at 31 December 1954: .

Less:

Unliquidated obligations .
Accounts payable .
Sundry credit balances...................................... .

Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance

for Economr.c Development of Under-developed Countries

Represented by:

Cash at banks and on hand .
Undrawn allocations and local cost apportionments (net) .
Local cost charges recoverable from Governments .
Accounts receivable, advances, etc .

(Signed) Watson SELLAR, Canada
Luis ACEVEDO RODRIGUEZ, Colombia

Otto F. REMKE, Denmark

Certified correct
(Signed) H. C. ANDERSEN

Controller

The above statement showing the status of funds made available to the United Nations Technical Assistance
Administration in connexion with the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance for Economic Development
of Under-developed Countries, for the year ended 31 Dece'11ber 1954, has been examined in accordance with our
dh-ections. We have obtained all the information and explanations that we have required and, subject to the ob­
servations in our report, we certify, as a result of the aUdit, that, in our opinion, the above statement is correct.
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Schedule. to ,tatemenl I

SCHEDULE A 't .

23,485 20,075 43,560
105,641 19,675 125,316

16 16
31,670 5,905 37,575
9,473 3,256 12,729

111,646 6,007 118,253
40,365 4,852 45,217

185,033 22,765 207,798
1,678 432 2,110
2,808 286 3,094
9,349 1,553 10,902
2,100 140 2,240
6,748 320 7,068

142 142
11,522 900 12,422
9,482 2,365 11,847
5,038 758 5,796

883 196 1,079
4 4

4,412 294 4,706
68,079 9,007 77,086

119,073 21,830 140,903
159,605 11,347 170,952
45,377 6,662 52,039

110,234 13,237 123,471
134,837 14,401 149,238

15,233 1,901 17,134
8,206 630 8,836

11,978 3,367 15,345
210,506 81,731 292,237

OBLIGATIONS INCURRED: PROJECT COSTS BY THE UNITED NATIONS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 1954

Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance
for Economi~Development of Under-developed Countries

Yeme
Othe
Non­
Non-

Ki

Inter··
Unite

Regi.:>
Arge
Bolivi
Brazil
Chile
Colon
Costa

,Cuba
Domi
Ecua
Guate
Haiti
Hond
Mexic
Nicar
Pan
Para
Peru
El Sa
Uru
Venez
Non-

..,

I

.' ~

... [',-

, D-

Total
$

293,396
3,745

237,038
103,844
70,696

135,765
25,510

296,319
11,552
22,594
26,720

225,302
102,429
45,805

35,165

6,441

1,642,321212,673

Unliqllidated
Obligatiolls

$

35,890
69

26,016
5,490
5,515

19,902
3,054

64,761
1,924
1,577
3,272

24,606
9,864
6,070

4,663

Disbursemcllts
$

257,506
3,676

211,022
98,354
65,181

115,863
22,456

231,558
9,628

21,017
23,448

200,696
92,565
39,735

30,502

6,441

1,429,648

Designation

ASIA AND FAR EAST

Regional projects .
Australia .
Bunna .
Ceylon .
China .
India .
Indochina .
Indonesia .
Japan .
I{orea .
Nepal .
Pakistan .
Philippines .
Thailand .
Non-Self-Governing and Trust Territories administered by the United

Kingdom .
Non-Self-Governing and Trust Territories administered by the United

States of America .

EUROPE, MIDDLE EAST AND AFRICA

Europe-regional projects .
Middle and Near East-regional projects .
Africa '" ,
Ethiopia .
Liberia ' .
Libya .
Greece .
Yugoslavia .
Austria .
Denmark .
Finland .
France .
Netherlands .
Norway .
Sweden ·· · · .
Switzerland .
Italy .
Iceland .
'I'rieste .
United Kingdom .
Afghanistan .
Egypt ·· ..
Iran · ·· ··.· ····· .
Iraq ·· .
Israel .
Jordan ·· ..
Lebanon ····· ····· .. ··.·············· .
Saudi Arabia .
Syria , .. , , .
Turkey ··.· ········ .

52

t
I

I
I



381,482 71,448 452,930
306 306

142,835 12,274 255,109
129,866 7,258 137,124
21,902 2,105 24,007
71,394 7,915 79,309
22,065 1,382 23,447
9,293 1,424 10,717

19,968 1,129 21,097
115,471 11,596 127,067
10,691 1,640 12,331
69,745 11,080 80,825

2,586 2,586
13,617 2,077 15,694
29,355 1,239 30,594
24,964 2,304 27,268
53,847 2,750 56,597
34,798 1,109 35,907
19,978 473 20,451
14,682 1,657 16,339
28,903 22,891 51,794
20,325 2,246 22,571

1,338,073 165,997 1,504,070

SCHEDULE A
(continued)

Unliqttidated
Disbursements Obligations Total

.~ $ $

16,239 1,738 17,977
6 6

63 63

t45,606 11,521 57,127

1,506,537 267,751 1,774,288
Total

$

93,396
3,745

~37,038

03,844
70,696
35,765
25,510
96,319
11,552
22,594
26,720
25,302
02,429
45,805

35,165

6,441

4-2,321

4-3,560
Z5,316

16
37,575
L2,729
L8,253
~5,217

)7,798
2,110
3,094
[0,902
2,240
7,068

142
l2,422
ll,847
5,796
1,079

4
4,706
'7,086
K>,903
'0,952
;2,039
~3,471

~9,238

.7,134
8,836
5,345
f2,237

...
" ~

.'

...

..,

/

... r·

, £)-.

Designation

yemen , .
Other States of the Middle East area , .
Non-Self-Governing and Trust Territories administered by France .
Non-Self-Governing and Trust Territories administered by the United

Kingdom " .

LATIN AMERICA, CENTRAL AMERICA AND CARIBBEAN

Regbnal projects .
Argentina i .

Bolivia .
Brazil .
Chile , .
Colonlbia '" , .
Costa Rica .
Cuba .
Dominican Republic .
Ecuador .
Guatemala .
Haiti .
Honduras , .
Mexico .
Nicaragua .
Panama .
Paraguay .
Peru , , .
El Salvador .. , , .
Uruguay , .
Venezuela .
Non-Self-Governing Territories of the area , .

INT.ER-REGIONAL

Inter··regional . : .
United States of America. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .

TOTAL

278,369
2,146

280,515

4,554,773

35,035

35,035

681,456

313,404­
2,146

315,550

5,236,229
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SCHEDULE B

Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance
for Economic Development of Under-developed Countries

OBLIGATIONS INCURRED: TECHNICAL AND OPERATIONAL COSTS BY THE UNITED NATIONS

FOR THE YEAR ENPED 31 DECEMBER 1954

, ,

, '

Personal services .
Administrative supplies and materials .
Administrative property and equipment .
Travel and transportation:

Official business........................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Recruitment, leave and termination .

Contractual and other services:
Communications '. . . . . . .. .. . .
Other .

SCHEDULE C

UIlliquidatcd
Disbursellle1!ts obligations Total

$ $ $ Exc
724,375 49,000 773,375 > L

4,182 1,440 5,622 All,.... Savi48,380 6,244 54,624
Mis

203 15 218 .
2,800 152 2,952 "

Obli
779,940 56,851 836,791 R

~ C

*'" Exc
., ~

Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance
for Economic Development of Under-developed Countrk!l

OBLIGATIONS INCURRED: CENTRAL ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS BY THE UNITED NATIONS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 1954

I,

Personal services." .
Administrative supplies and materials .
Travel and transportation:

Official business........... . . . . .. .
Recruitment, leave and termination ' .

Contractual and other services:
Communications .
Other .

Unliquidated
Disbursemcnts obligations

$ $

307,522 23,660
1,594

18,659 1,385
4,408

1,812
462 183

334,457 25,228
-------
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STATEMENT II

, ,

t •

Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance
for Economic Development of Under.developed Countries

STATEMENT SHOWING THE STATUS OF FUNDS MADE AVAILABLE FOR EXPENSES
OF THE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE BOARD SECRETARIAT AS AT 31 DECEMBER 1954

$

Excess of allocations over obligations incurred as at 31 December 1953 .
Less: surrendered to the Special Account .

Allocations during the year ended 31 December 1954 .
Savings effected in liquidating prior years' obligations .
Miscellaneous income .

$

124,105
124,105

1,281,982
19,461
10,961

1,312,404

Approved
(Signed) Dag HAMMARSKJOLD

Secretary-General

Total
$

331,182
1,594

20,044
4,408

.',

I

Obligations incurred during the period:
Resident representatives' and liaison officers' costs (schedule A) .
Central administrative costs (schedule B) .

Excess of allocations over obligations incurred .

Represented by:
Cash at banks and on hand .
Undrawn allocations .
Accounts receivable, advances, deposits, etc .

Less:
Unliquidated obligations .
Sundry credit balances .

Certified correct
(Signed) H. C. ANDERSEN

Controller

885,845
391,467

22,923
161,563

5,264

122,208
32,450

1,277,312

35,092

189,750

154,658

35,092

1,812
645

359,685
, t·

AUDIT CERTIFICATE

The above statement showing the status of funds made available to the Technical Assistance Board secretariat
in connexion with the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance for Economic Development of Under­
developed Countries for the year ended 31 December 1954 has been examined in accordance with our directions.
We have obtained all the information and explanations that we have required, and we certify, as a result of
the audit, that, in our opinion, the above statement is correct.

(Signed) Watson SELLAR, Canada
Luis ACEvEDO RODRIGUEZ, Colomhia

Otto F. REMKE, Denmark
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Expanded Programme of Tedlllical Assistance

for Economic Development of Un(leNleveloped Countries

Schedrdes 1o statemellt II

SCHEDULE A

ORLIGATIONS INCl.:RRED FOR RESIDE~T REPIU~SE~TATI\'I~S' AND LI.\I$ON OFFICERS' COSTS
FOR THE YE.\R ENDED 31 DECEMBER 1954

, .

Personal services (net) .
Administrative supplies and materials .
Administrative property and equipment .
Travel and transportation............................ . .
Contractual and other services .

SCHEDULE B

( 'lIlirlllidCllt'c/
Disb/lrS"lllt'/Ils obligalitl11s Total

$ $ $

657,599 34)576 692,175
3)799 43 3,847
4,958 7,607 12,565 ' ..

103)105 29,054 132,159
41,271 3,828 45,099

-_.--
810,732 75)113 R85,845

..
't!.

.' ..
OBLIGATIONS INCURRED FOR CENTRAL ADMINISTRATIVE CO STS OF THE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE BOARD SECRETARIAT

FOR THE YE.\R ENDED 31 DECEMBER 1954

Personal services .
Administrative supplies and materials .
Administrative property and equipment .
Travel and transportation:

Official business... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Recruitment, leave and termination .

Contractual and other services:
Communications : .
Other .

56

U/llil}/Iwaled
Disbl/rsem£'lIts obligatiolls Total

$ $ $

287,630
. ~

29,613 317,243
12,258 1,000 13,258

27 1,274 1,301

16,934 5,805 22,739
9,453 4,589 14,042

14,159 3,147 17,306
3,911 1,667 5,578

344,372 47,095 391,467

" .
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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF AUDITORS

TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
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... PEPORT OF THE BOARD OF AUDITORS
TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

ON THE AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS RELATING. TO THE
EXPANDED PROGRAMME OF TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 1954

(

]

1. The Secretary-General submitted for audit certification the following statements in respect of financial trans­
actions in connexion with the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance:

Statement I-showing the status of funds made available to the United Nations as at 31 December 1954.

Statement II-showing the status of funds made available for ex.?enses of the Technical Assistance Board
secretariat as at 31 December 1954.

:\ The Board was provided with all information required and now reports on both accounts.

Statemeut showing the status of fuuds made available to the Uuited Natious

2. Statement I covers the financial transactions of the United Nations as a participating organization in the Ex­
panded Programme of Technical Assistance, and records the total of funds available (exclusive of local cost
apportionments) as $6,305,072, with $339,435 representing allocations restricted to special purposes. Observations
now made are with respect to the $5,965,637 derived from the following sources:

(

3. It will be observed that the above total includes $1,779,600 appropriated by the General Assembly in the reg­
ular United Nations budget and therefore subject to United Nations financial regulation 4.1, which reads:

"The appropriations voted by the General Assembly shall constitute an authorization to the Secretary­
General to incur obligations and make payments for the purposes for which the appropriations were voted and
up to the amounts so voted."

As to amounts allocated to United Nations from the special account for the expanded programme of technical
assistance, the TAB Finance Manual stipulates that:

"Obligations incurred by a participating organization for services and supplies to be furnished during a
current financial period may not exceed contributions allocated to the participating organization during that
period."

Despite these directions obligations recorded against the $5,965,637 available amounted to $6,167,058. Thus there
was an over-obligating to the extent of $201,421. Upon the Board asking for an explanation, attention was drawn
to the administrative justification set out in paragraph 6 of the financial report of the Secretary-General on tech­
nical assistance accounts, an extract being:

"... programme plans for rendering technical assistance up to the maximum availability did in fact mature
more quickly than had bee.) originally anticipated. As a result, the Organization was committed to the alter­
natives of either implementing these plans at the risk of outrunning available funds, or postponing important
projects with the consequent risk of losing the services of the experts best qualified to do the work involved,
as well as the dislocation of plans made by the recipient Governments. In view of the normal incidence of
delays in implementing other projects, which would normally provide a margin of funds, the first alternative
was taken. In the end, sufficient savings elsewhere did not materialize, and the position as shown above has
resulted."

Carry-over from 1953, re-allocated for use in 1954 .
Savings 0n 1953 obligations realized in 1954 .
Miscellaneous income for 1954 .
Allocations in respect of the Organization's share in approved earmarkings of $18,000,000
Additional allocation for tax reimbursement. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ..
Grant-in-aid from the regular budget appropriations of the United Nations .

$
119,189
21~,098

60,696
3,713,054

80,000
1,779,600

5,965,637

t
t
t
]

\

r
t
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4. In view of the fact that savings totalling $213,098 resulted in settling unliquidated obligations of 1953, a review
was made of unliquidated obligations of 1954 to ascertain whether it might reasonably be anticipated that savings
ultimately effected in settling these othstanding obligations would offset the $201,421 over-obligated; because
should that be the oukome, a tec'mical, rather than an ac.rual, over-committing had taken place. However, th~ sur­
vey disclosed that: (a) as at 31 December 1954 unliquidated obligations totalled about $763,500, with resources
of approximately $562,000 available to liquidate the commitments; and (b) during the first two months of 1955
about 2S per cent of these t111liquidated obligations were settled but without any substantial s,,'lving;:; resulting.
It would therefore appear probable that, unlike 1953 experience, no material St1l11 will be freed as a result of settling
obligations still outstanding.

Statement showing the status of fun(}s ma(}e available for expenses of the
Technical Assistance Boar(} secretariat

5. As shown in statement Il, obligations incurred totalled $1,277,312, or approximately $22,000 less than in the
previous year-a comparat;ve analysis of 1953 and 1954 costs is given in paragraphs 11 and 12 of the Secretary­
General's financial report. The statement has been certified without qualification.

Resolution 885 (IX) of the General Assembly

6. On 14 December 1954, the General Assembly adopted a resolution founded on observations of the Advisory
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions, with respect to technical assistance accounts. For present
purposes, it is paragraph 5 of~he Advisory Committee's report that is of concern :

"5. In view of these considerations, the General Assembly may wish to recommend that the sLveral
external auditors should review at each year-end all transactions under the Programme, in order:

"(,a) To make certain that technical assistance funds are applied solely to productive objectives;

"(b) To ensure that no such funds are unnecessarily recorded as unliquidated obligations; and

"(, c) To ensure that uniformity in administrati ve procedures is pursued to the greatest practicable extent
by all participai:ing organizations."

Since the resolution was adopted almost at the end of the year 1954, no audit action with respect to it could be
taken during the customary interim exar~linations of 1954 accounts. Moreover, as joint audit action is involved,
the external auditors of specialized agencies and of United Nations will necessarily have to consider harmonizing
their respective procedures in examining technical assistance transactions-it is anticipated that a session of the
Panel of Auditors will be held in 1955. It will also be necessary that participating organizations come to agreement
with respect to their practices and procedures. For these reasons, during the audit a review of the aims of the
resolution and application of its terms took place between the Board and United Nations officers associated with
technical assistance administration.

(Signed) Watson SELLAR, Canada
Luis ACEvEDo RODRIGUEZ, Colombia

Otto F. REMKE, Denmark

2 May 1955
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