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INTRODUCTION

1. The Committee on Conferences was established by the General Assembly in its
resolution 3351 (XXIX) of 18 December 1974. The President of the General Assembly
designated the following States members of the Committee: Algeria, Austria,
Bangladesh, Belgium, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Egypt, France, India, Kenya,
Mongolia, Nigeria, Peru, Philippines, Romania, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia,
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, United States of America and Yugoslavia.

2. Under General Assembly resolution 3351 (XXIX), the Committee was given the
following terms of reference:

11 (a) To submit for the approval of the General Assembly the pattern
of conferences and changes to be made in that pattern as required, bearing
in mind the provisions of paragraph 12 of resolution 2609 (XXIV);

It (b) To propose for adoption by the General Assembly, in accordance
with the pattern of conferences, the annual calendar of conferences;

n(c) To act after appropriate consultations on behalf of the
General Assembly in dealing between sessions with requested departures
from the calendar on conferences;

n(d) To recommend to the General Assembly means to ensure the
optimum apportionment of conference resources, facilities and services,
in order to maximize their efficient and effective use and, in this
respect, to consider the feasibility of a quota system to allocate
resources among various fields of activity;

"(e) To advise the General Assembly on the current and future
requirements of the Organization for conference services and facilities;

11( f) To advise the General Assembly on means to ensure improved
co-ordination of conferences within the United Nations system, including
conference services and facilities, and to conduct appropriate consultations
to that end. n

3. As the Committee had been given a three-year mandate, it decided to
concentrate its attention, in the first part of its activity, on certain aspects
of the pattern of conferences and the calendar of conferences. There were some
initial discussions of other items, which the Committee will pursue at future
meetings.
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I. ORGANIZATION OF WORK

4. As an intersessional organ of the General Assembly, the Committee is in
permanent session. It held 37 meetings at Headquarters between 25 February and
29 September 1975.

5. It elected Christopher R. Thomas (Trinidad and Tobago) Ghairman,
Philipp L. K. Hahn (Canada) Vice-Chairman, and Ion Goritza (Romania) Rapporteur.
In the absence of the Chairman at the 3rd and ~t the 5th to 30th meetings,
Philipp :::J. K. Hahn served as Acting Chairman.

6. The Committee agreed taat its programme of wOlk sho~ld be organized under
items corresponding to its terms of reference. The programme was as follows:

(1) Calendar of conferences:

(a) Arrangements for intersessional departures from the calendar

(b) Calendars for 1976 and 1977

(2) Pattern of conferences

-(3) Optimum apportionment of conference services

(a) Conference servicing operation

ns

s

--1

i
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(b) Co-ordination with the United Nations and with the specialized
agencies

(c) Informal meetings

(d) Quota system

7. In its work, the Committee took into consideration the prov2s1ons of
General Assembly resolution 3351 (XXIX), the report of the Joint Inspection Unit
on the pattern of conferences (A!9795), the views expressed in the Fifth Committee
of the General Assembly at its twenty-ninth session (A/C.5/SR.1658-1664) and
information from various sources as required. The Committee's attention ivaS also
drawn to the provisions of resolution 3350 (XXIX) relating to the inclusion of
Vienna in the pattern of conferences.
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I II. CALENDAR OF CONFERENCES

A. Arrangements for intersessional departures
from the calendar for 1975

8. In its resolution 3351 (XXIX), the General Assembly approved the calendar of
conferences and meetings of the United nations for 1975 contained in annex I, part I,
of the Secretary-General's report (A/9768 and Corr.l), in which it had been indicated
that an addendum would be issued to reflect subsequent decisions taken by it or
other organs that might affect the calendar. That addendum (A/9y68/Add.l) was
issued on 15 January 1975; in annex I thereto details were given of the changes and
additions to the 1975 calendar that had been notified to the Secretary-General
and/or that had arisen from decisions of the General Assembly. Thus, the approved
calendar for 1975 comprised annex I, part I, of the report of the Secretary-General
(A/9768) as adjusted to reflect the changes and additions thereto set out in annex I
to the addendum to the report (A/9768/Add.l).

9. It was suggested that the Committee's first task should be to establish
machinery for co-ordinating departures from the approved calendar. It was generally
agreed that decisions on minor departures from the calendar that did not affect other
meetings or resources could be taken by the Secretariat, on the advice of the
Committee; decisions on important changes - those involving changes in approved
meetings or unscheduled meetings that had a significant impact on the approved
calendar - should be taken by the Committee on Conferences.

10. The Committee also authorized the Chairman to explore with other committees
adjustments in their schedule to reduce peak loads on conference servicing resources
and facilities. The Chairman would inform the Committee on such initiatives prior to
undertaking them and would advise the Committee of the results as required.

11. The Committee on Conferences took a number of decisions and made some
recommendations regarGing changes in the calendar that had financial or resources
implications, as indicated below, it being understood that any proposal inVOlving
additional resources would require approval through the regular processes.

UNCTAD Commodity Conference to Renegotiate the International Cocoa Agreement, 1972

l2. The Committee was informed that the International Cocoa Council had decided in
March 1975 that a conference should be convened to renegotiate the International
Cocoa Agreement, 1972, which WaS due to expire on 30 September 1976. Although the
Committee agreed that the conference was needed, some members expressed reservation
with regard to its financial implications, which were estimated at $275~OOO. It waS
pointed out, however, that the conference had already been included in the calendar
under the provision "UNCTAD commodity conferences, as required".

13. The Committee decided to take note of the convening of the Conference between
15 September and 17 October 1975.

-3-_l
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Expert Group on Tax Treaties between Developed and Developing Countries
(sixth meeting)

14. The Committee ,vas informed that the Expert Group had insisted, because of
difficulties in the preparation of documentation, on rescheduling a meeting
originally planned for 3-14 February 1975 in New York to 1-12 December 1975 in
Geneva. The additional cost of $15,000 could be met from funds provided for
tempora~y assistance. The Committee had before it a statement submitted to the
Economic and Social Council by the Secretary-General (E/L.1656). It also heard a
representative of the Council's secretariat. It was further informed that the
session of the Group could be accommodated at Headquarters from 8 to
19 December 1975, during which time the session could be serviced from permanent
staff resources without resort to temporary assist,ance, so that there would be no
additional financial requirements.

15. On the basis of these facts and after their consideration, the Committee
recommended that the Group should hold its session at Headquarters from 8 to
19 December 1975.

16. This recommendation was communicated to the President of the Economic and
Social Council.

Ad Hoc Horking Group of five members of the Commission on Human Rights to inquire
into the present situation 01 human rights in Chile

17. The Committee on Conferences was informed that the Economic and Social Council,
at its fifty-eighth session, had decided to set up an Ad Hoc Working Group of five
members to inquire into the present situation of human rights in Chile. ,The
background of the question was explained in the report of the Commission on Human
Rights on its thirty-first session. 1/

18. After appropriate consulations, the committee on Conferences decided to approve
the holding of the following meetings of the Ad Hoc Group:

Preparator~' meetings of the Grou~ from 23 to 24 May 1975 in Geneva

A visit to Chile for three weeks from the week beginning 7 July 1975

Meetings of the Group from 18 to 29 August 1975 in Geneva for the purpose of
approving the progress report to the General Assembly, with provision for other
dates if those dates were not convenient for the Ad Hoc Group

International Civil Service Commission

19. In connexion with a broader decision relating to the pattern of meetings of the
International Civil Service Commission (see chap. III A), the. Committee considered
the Commission's decision to accept an invitation from the International 'Labour
Organisation to hold its second session at ILO headquarters in Geneva from 11 to
29 August 1975. The Committee was informed that the International Labour
Grganisation would provide meeting rooms, office space, documentation services and
secretarial assistance. The interpreters (free-lance staff in Geneva) would be paid
from the Commission's budget. Travel expenses would also be paid by the Commission.
Acting under paragraph 3 (c) of General Assembly resolution 3351 (XXIX), the
Committee approved the decision and so informed the ICSC.

1/ See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council. Fifty-eighth
Session. Supplement No. 4 (E/5635). para~ 92.
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Ad Hoc Committee on the Charter of the United Nations

20. With reference to a proposal made on behalf of the African Group that the
dates of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Charter of the United Nations be moved to an
earlier period, the Secretariat informed the Committe~ on Conferences that the
dates originally proposed by the Secretariat, 28 July-22 August 1975, could be
advanced to 7 July-l August 1975 and that the change would not require the
rescheduling or cancellation of any other meeting during that period.

?l. After consultation with the regional groups, the Committee decided to agree
to the date originally proposed for the opening of the meeting of the Ad Hoc
Committee, namely, 28 July 1975.

Fifth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of
Offenders

22. At its 31st meeting, on 25 July 1975, the Committee on Conferences was
informed that Canada wished to postpone the meeting of the Fifth United Nations
Congress on the Prevention of Crime aLd the Treatment of Offenders, which was
scheduled to convene in Toronto from 1 to 12 September 1975. The Canadian
delegation proposed that the Congress should take place at a suitable site in
Canada, at a mutually convenient date in 1976, and under normal conditions for
participation in United Nations conferences. The Committee received also the text
of an aide-memoire setting forth the reasons for the request.

23. The Committee learned from the Executive Secretary of the Congress that the
period chosen for the Congress was the one most c.nvenient for the participants,
many of whom were jurists, penologists and professors and could attend only when
the courts and universities were in recess. Postponement of the Congress would
interfere with the five-year cycle of congresses instituted by the General Assembly
in its resolution 415 (V) and would affect the reporting chain, which ran from
the Congress to the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control, to the Commission
on Social Development, to the Economic and Social Council, to the General Assembly.
Postponement would also delay the urgent work with regard to protection from
torture entrusted to the Congress in General Assembly resolution 3218 (XXIX).

24. In answer to questions raiSed by members of the Committee, the representative
of the Department of Conference Services said that if the Congress were postponed
to the same period (early September) in 1976, it would be possible to accommodate
it without any major disruption of the programme and to service it from permanent
staff resources. In view of the heavy .concentration of major conferences and
other meetings in 1976, postponement to any other period would pose serious
problems with regard to conference servicing and conference programming and might
result in conflict with the decisions taken by the Committee with reference, in
particular, to the United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea and the summer
session of the Economic and Social Council.

25. In reply to questions regarding other possible SOlutions, he said, subject to
consultation with the United Nations Office at Geneva, that the Congress could be
held at Geneva at the time originally scheduled, at an additional cost of some
$170,000 for free-lance staff and the travel of substantive staff. As there was
no provision in the budget for such an expenditure, the concurrence of the
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions would be required.

-5-
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26. The Committee decided (a) not to accede to the re(~uest by the host country
that the Fifth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the
Treatment of Offenders should be postponed and (b) that the Fifth Congress should
be held a.s scheduled from 1 to 12 September 1975 in Geneva.

B. Calendars of conferences for 1976 and 1977

27. The Committee considered the calendars of conferences for 1976 and 1977 on
the basis of a provisional schedule of meetings submitted by the Secretary-General.

Economic and Social Council

28. The Committee received from the secretariat of the Economic and Social Council
the text of a note concernb,g the draft calendar of meetings of the Council and its
sUbsidiary bodies for 1976 and 1977 2/ and a statement concerning the Advisory
Committee on the Application of Science and Technology to D~velopment. The
Committee took note of the text SUbmitted to it by the secretariat of the
Economic and Social Council.

United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea

29. The Committee on Conferences was informed that the Third United Nations
Conference on the Law of the Sea at its third session had decided that the
fourth session should be held in New York from 29 March to 21 May 1976, that a
decision regarding a possible fifth session in 1976 should be left to the
Conference at its fourth session, and that the General Assembly should accord
prior.ity to the requirements of the Conference.

30. The Committee's attention was drawn by the Secretariat to the implications
of the decision taken by the Conference for the tentative calendar for the
regular continuing programme of meetings of United Nations organs and subsidiary
bodies. In particular, the Committee was informed that the Secretariat had grave
doubts as-to its ability to ensure satisfactory services at the level desired by
the Conference at the time indicated while at the same time maint8cining its
commitments to the continuing programmes at the level anticipated in the
tentative calendar.

31. In assessing the situation, the Committee on Conferences requested and ~

received additional information on the .administrative implication of the decision
of the Conference on the Law of the Sea, and information on the implications of
certain other arrangements that might be presented to the General Assembly in
connexion with the calendar of meetings and conferences for 1976. While the
tentatively scheduled meetings of several bodies were affected in those hypotheses,
the timing of the spring 1976 session of the Economic and Social Council (Which,
according to the tentative calendar, was scheduled to open on 13 April 1976, in
conformity with the Council's rules of procedure) was a particularly important
factor, both because of the Council's standing as a p:dricipal organ and because of
the level of servicing that its sessions required.

2/ Text SUbsequently issued as E/L.1666.
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32. l>Tith due regard to the various considerations involved, the Committee reached
the conclusion that, on the whole, the best possibility would be an arrm1genent
under which the fourth session of the Conference on the Law of the Sea would be
held from 15 March to 7 May 1976 and the spring 1976 session of the Economic and
Social Council from 27 April to 28 May 1976, on the understanding that during the
period when both were meeting, some reduction in the level of services of the
Conference or the Counr:lil, or of both, might be required and that the combined
level of requirements would be held to six simultaneous meetings. There were
indications to the Committee that such an a:rrangement would be acceptable.

33. There was no possibility for the Committee to consult the Conference except
through informal ch&nnels. As far as the Economic and Social Council was
concerned, the Chairman of the Committee brought the Committee's decision to the
attention of the President of the Council. The Committee was later informed that
the Council at its 1979th meeting, had decided that, in the light of the decision
taken by the General Assembly on the dates of the fourth session of the Third
United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea, it would reconsider and, if
necessary, alter, the dates of the sixtieth session of the Council.

34~ The Committee recommends to the General Assembly that the fourth session of
the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea be held from 15 March to
7 May 1976 and the spring 1976 session of the Economic and Social Council from
27 April to 28 May 1976, it being understood that it would be necessary (a) to
transfer the meeting of the Scientific and Technical SUb-Committee of the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (22 March-9 April) to Geneva; and
(b) to transfer the meeting of the Committee on Elimination of Racial
Discrimination (29 March-16 April) to Geneva.

Second session of the Preparatory Committee of Habitat

35. The Committee was informed by the secretariat of Habitat: United Nations
Conference on Human Settlements that a request had been made for the extension
by one week of the period foreseen for the second session of the Preparatory
Committee of Habitat, the dates, which had been set at 19··23 January, being changed
to 12-23 January 1976.

36. The Committee was informed (a) that the extension was necessary for the
discussion of such matters as the rules of procedure of the Conference, guidelines
for the use of audio-visual materialS, the plans of action and the declaration
of principles; and (b) that the change would not involve any costs beyond those
originally foreseen for the servicing of the meeting.

37. There was a division of views in the Committee, some supporting the request,
others questioning both the need for additional time and the wisdom of setting
such a precedent. Some considered that such work as the establishment of
guidelines for the use of audio-visual material did not justify "the additional time
requested. They were also of the opinion that the time allotted to the
Preparatory Committee was sufficient to enable it to complete its work in a
field - habitat - which was, after all, only a part of the vast subject of the
environment. Some delegations claimed the need for further information concerning
the progress-of work of expert groups which were studying certaiu aspects of the
pre:oarat ions •
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Recommendation

39. The Committee recommends to the General Assembly for approval the provisional
calendars of conferences and meetings set forth in annexes I and 11 to this
report. The provisional calendars, as submitted, include some recommendations
which tend to depart from past practice. As indicated elsewhere in the present
report, the Committee: s recommendations on such items were brought to the
attention of the parties concerned.

38. The Committee did not reach any decision on the matter. It agre~d to
forward the calendar of conferences to the General Assembly without an indication
of the dates, on the understanding that the Committee would be prepared to
reconsider the question in the light of any further information that might be
made available.
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Ill. PATTERN OF CONFERENCI!1S

40. Under paragraph 3 (a) o~ its terms of reference (General Assembly
resolution 3351 (XXIX), sec't. II), the Cc:nmittee on Conferences is requested to
submit, for the approval of the Gen\";!ral Assembly, the pattern o~ conferences and
changes to be made in that pattern as required, bearing in mind the provisions of
paragraph 12 of resolution 2609 (XXIV).

A. Discussion of exce~tions

41. In its consideration of the pattern of conferences , the Committee took up
one by one the principles set forth in General Assembly resolution 2609 (XXIV) and
the exceptions listed in paragraph 9 of that text. The resolution reiterated the
basic principle that Unite:d Nations bodies should meet at their respective
established headquarters. In reply to a request for clarification of the phrase
"headquarters of the body concerned", it was explained that the headquarters was
normally considered to be the base of operation, the place where the substantive
staff was located, whether or not the base was designated in the enabling
resolution. Some members o~ the Committee observed that the principle was based on
two factors, the avoidance of extra ~inancial costs and avoidance of disruption
of the conference services. The latter consideration was o~ particular importance
at the current time.

42. It was clear that some exceptions to the basic principle were inevitable and
even desirable: the question was which bodies should meet elsewhere, and when.
Among the factors justifying a derogation ~rom the principle were considerations
of a political nature, promotion o~ interest in United Nations activities, and the
convenience of delegations.

43. The Committeets discussion o~ the exceptions set forth in General Assembly
resolution 2609 (XXIV) revealed the need ~or detailed in~ormation concerning the
wishes and needs of the bodies concerned, the resources available and the needs
,of competing bodies. Much of that information was contained in the report of the
Joint InspeGtion Unit on the calendar o~ con~erences (A/9795) and in other
documents available to the Committee. Additional in~orma.tion was supplied by the
Secretariat as requirede

44. The Committeets recommendations with regard to individual exceptions are
indicated in the following paragraphs.

45. The Committee had in mind the need to make optimum use of the resources
available. It was, however, strongly urged that the preoccupation vdth economy
should not restrict the activities of the United Nations, especially as they
related to the promotion of the interests of the developing countries.

Governing Council of the United Nations Development Programme

46. The first of the exceptions, in paragraph 9 (a) of General Assembly resolution
2609 (XXIV), was that the Governing Council of the United Nations Development

-9-
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Programme might, in accordance with its rules of procedure, hold one of its
sessions at Geneva.

47. III dealing with this question, the Committee took into consideration the
proposal of the Joint Inspection Unit that, in alternate years, the January session
of UNDP should. be held at Geneva and the June session in New York (A/9795,
paras. 304-316), the documentation attached to the proposal, and the oral comments
of the Governing Council's secretariat, the Department of Conference Services and
the Office of Financial Services.

48. On the basis of information provided and after consideration of the facts,
the Committee recommends to the General Assembly that in 1976 the January session
of the Governing Council of tre United Nations Development Programme be held at
Geneva and that the June session be held in New York. In making this
recommendation, the Committee made it clear that it was for a~plication in 1976
only, and that for future years the decision should be considered in the light of
experience and circumstances.

49. One delegation was not able to associate itself with the recommendation.

50. The President of the Governing Council of UNDP was informed of the
recommendation which the Committee on Conferences intended to present to the General
Assembly.

51. The President of the Governing Council of Ul'iJDP stated in a letter to the
Chairman of the Committee on Conferences that he had brought the matter to the
attention of the Governing Council at its twentieth session and that it had
decided to hold its January 1976 session in New York and its June 1976 session in
Geneva, unless it received an invitation to meet elsewhere. 3/

International Law Commission

52. The second exception, in paragraph 9 (b), provided that the session of the
International Law Commission should be held at Geneva. In resolution 3351 (XXIX),
the General Assembly had approved the work planned by the Commission for 1975 and
had approved a 12-week period for the annual sessions of the Commission, subject
to review by the General Assembly whenever necessary. The Committee on Conferences
had before it the comments and recommendations of the Joint Inspection Unit (A/9795,
paras. 317-334) and the views of the Commission thereon (A/9610, vol. II,
paras. 192-212). It was informed also of the advantages and disadvantages of the
proposal from the conference servicing point of view.

53. The Committee considered that it was not prepared at that time to recommend
a change in the venue of the ILC. It decided, however, to examine the question,
in due course, in connexion with the optimum apportionment of conference services.

Uuited Nations Commission on International Trade Law

54. The third exception, in paragraph 9 (c) of General Assembly resolution
2609 (XXIV), was that sessions of the United Nations Comm; ssion on International

3/ See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,
Fifty-nin"GJ:l Session, Supplement No. 2A (E/5703/Rev.l), chap. XV.
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Trade Law (UNCITRAL) might be held, sUbject to the prov~s~on in paragraph 6 of
General Assembly resolution 2205 (XXI), alternately in New York and at Geneva.

55. The Committee on Conferences recommended that the existing pattern of meetings
should be maintained.

United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation

Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee and Legal Sub-Committee of the Committee
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space

56. The fourth exception, in paragraph 9 (d) of General Assembly resolution
2609 (XXIV), was to the effect that the United Nations Scientific Committee on
the Effects of Atomic Radiation as well as the Scientific and Technical
Sub-Committee and the Legal Sub-Committee of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses
of Outer Space might meet at Geneva if the exigencies of their work so required.

57. The Committee noted that the secretariat of UNSCEAR had been moved to Vienna
in accordance with a decision taken by the General Assembly at its twenty-eighth
session (2206th plenary meeting). In view of the basic principle that United
Nations bodies should meet at their respective headquarters, the Committee
recommends that UNSCEAR should no longer be featured among the exceptions 0

58. In dealing with the question of the Sub-Committees of the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, the Committee took into consideration the report of
the Joint Inspection Unit (A!9795), a note by the Office of Financial Services of
the United Nations Secretariat (A!AC.I05!C.2!L.I04), and additional information
provided by the representatives of the Office of Legal Affairs and the Department
of Conference Services.

59. On the basis of the facts presented and after their consideration, the
Committee decided to recommend to the General Assembly that, beginning in 1977,
the meetings of the Legal Sub-Com~ittee of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space should be held at its headquarters in New York. Some delegations
did not support the recommendation that the Legal Sub-Committee should conduct
its meetings in New York.

60. The recommendation was communicated to the Chairman of the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.

61. The Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, at its eighteenth session,
was of the view that the General Assembly should take fully in.to account the
Committee's opi~ion that the former practice 9 agreed to by it at its 107th meeting
on 15 December 1971, of holding the meetings of the Legal Sub-Committee in
rotation between Geneva and New York should be mair..tained.

62. The Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee had not, in fact, availed itself
of the possibility ~f meeting in Geneva. The Committei? on .Conferences recommended
that an exception should no longer be made with respect to this Sub-Committee and
that, like the Legal Sub-Committee, it should meet ;in New York.

-11-
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Economic and Social Council

63. The fifth exception, in paragr8~h 9 (e), was to the effect that the regular
summer session of the Economic and Social Council might be held at Geneva provided
that the closing date fell at least six weeks before the opening of the regular
session of the General Assembly.

64. The Committee considered the comments of the JIU on the subject (A/9795,
paras. 352-360) and their suggestion that in alternate years the Council might
perhaps have its spring.session in Geneva and its summer session in New York.

65. It was also informed of certain proposed changes in the working procedures of
the Economic and Social Council. Pending the outcome of the discussions on
those proposals, it was felt that it would be premature for the Committee to
consider any change in the arrangements for the Council's sessions.

66. The Committee noted the m~asures taken by the Council to achieve a biennial
cycle o.f meetings. While there were some exceptions, regarding which the Committee
expressed concern, it commended the Council for its efforts and achievements.

67. This and other recommendations and comm~nts, noted hereunder, relating to the
work of the Economic and Social Council and its subsidiary bodies were communicated
to the President of the Council, with a request for the Council's views.

68. The Council's decisions are reflected in the provisional calendar of
conferences adopted by the Council at its fifty-ninth session
(decision 125 (LIX)). 4/

Functional commissions
•

69. The sixth exception, in paragraph 9 (f) of General Assembly resolution
2609 (XXIV), was to the effect that one Headquarters-based functional commission
of the Economic and Social Council, to be det'ermined by the Council, might meet at
Geneva during the period from J'anuary to April; the seventh, in paragraph 9 (g),
was to the effect that sessions of not more than three other Headquarters-based
functional commissions or committees of the Economic and Social Council might,
by decision of the Council taken after consultation with the Secretary-General~

be held at Geneva during the period from September to December without overlap.

70. The Committee had before it the comments of the JIU on those exceptions
(A/9795, paras. 361-374). It also heard a statement by a representative of the.
Economic and Social Council secretariat concerning the relation of the work of the
commissions and committees to that of the Council and the resulting effect on the
timing and venue.

71. It was' informed of some of the factors involved in the present pattern of
meetings of the functional commissions of the Council: the relation between the
timing of their reports to the Council and the Council's agenda; the need to
schedule meetings at times when resources were available in New York or Geneva.

4/ See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirtieth Session, Supplement
No. 3-(A/l0003), annex Ill.
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72. With reference to the functional commissions other than the Commission on
Human Rights and'the CommisS'idtl' on Narcotic Drugs, the Committee recommends that
they should meet at their established headquarters unless a more rational pattern
of the work programme could be achieved by holding their sessions at Geneva, that
decision being without prejudice to any subsequent decision to hold them at
Vienna.

Commission on Narcotic Drugs

73. The eighth exception, in paragraph 9 (h) of General Assembly resolution
2609 (XXIV), provided that a session of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs might,
in exceptional circumstances and by decision of the Economic and Social Council .
taken after consultation ivith the Secretary-General, be held in New York and, in
that event, that one other functional commission of the Council might meet at
Geneva in its place. The Committee recommends to the General Assembly that the
Commission on Narcotic Drugs should meet at Geneva.

Commission on Human Rights

74. The JIU had pointed out in its report (A/9795) that the General Assembly
might wish to amend the pattern of conferences to reflect the move of the Human
Rights Division of the Secretariat from New York to Geneva' and to authorize the
Commission on Human Rights, like the Commission on Narcotic Drugs, to meet in
New York as well as Geneva. The Committee recommends to the General Assembly that
the Commission on Human Rights should meet at Geneva, which has now become its
established headquarters.

75. The Committee on Conferences was informed that, in the light of this
recommendation, the Council at its fifty-seventh session had decided that all
meetings of the Commission on Human Rights, the Sub-Commission on the Prevention
of Discrimination and the Protection of Minorities, and their subsidiar,y bOdies,
should be held at Geneva.

Regional economic commissions

76. The ninth exception, in paragraph 9 (i) of General Assembly resolution
2609 (XXIV), provided that the regular sessions o£ the Economic Commission for
Asia and the Far East (now the Economic and Social Commission fo? Asia and the
Pacific), the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Economic Commission for
Africa, as well as meetings of their SUbsidiary bodies, might be held away from
their headquarters when the Commission concerned so decided~ subject, in the case
of regular sessions of the commissions, to the apPl'oval of the Economic and Social
Council and of the General Assembly.

77. Some members considered the question a serious one; if the Committee
recommended that the exception to the basic rule should no longer be made, it
would in effect be eliminating the financial support of the United Nations for
sessions of regional commissions held away from their headquarters.

78. Although the Committee attached importance to the basic principle that bodies
should normally meet at their headquarters, it recognized the usefulness and
interest of having the commissions hold some sessions away from their headquarters.



n
,t

'or

,1

s

s.

1.:-

Some delegations considered that when commissions meet elsewhere~ the host
Government should bear the added costs ,.. which~ they noted~ were in any case
comparatively small.

79. Some delegations pointed out that the Economic Commission for Western Asia
was not included in the exceptions because it had been established subsequent to
the adoption of General Assembly resolution 2609 (XXIV). The Committee recommends
that the Economic Commission for Western Asia be included.

800 Some delegations expressed the view that the Economic Commission for Europe
should also be considered to fall within the exception. The question was left
open for further consideration by the Committee and by th~ General Assembly.

Subsidiary bodies of the regional economic commissions

81. To assist it in its consideration of thE question whether the sUbsidiary
bodies of the regional economic commissions should continue to be exempt from the
rule that bodies should meet at their headquarters~ the Committee on Conferences
was given information concerning the practice in each of the commissions.

82~ It learned that~ although under the exception stated in paragraph 9 (i) of
General Assembly resolution 2609 (XXIV) ~ the subsidiary bodies were not subject
to the rule, set forth in para.graph 10 of the same resolution ~ that United Nations
bodies might hold sessions away from their established headquarters when a
Government issuing an invitation for a session to be held within its territory
agreed to defray the additional costs~ some host Governments did~ in fact, provide
some staff and facilities.

International Civil Service Commission

83. The Committee on Conferences considered the pattern of meetings adopted by
the International Civil Service Commission for the coming years, as indicated in
a letter of 6 June 1975 from the Chairman of the Commission to the Chairman of
the Committee on Conferences. In that letter the Chai:r.man of the ICSC stated that
the Commission had adopted a rule to the effect that the sessions of the Commission
should be held at the Headquarters of the United Nations ~ unless the Commission
decided that a particular session should be held elsewhere at the invitation of
one of the participa.ting organizations. The Committee also hea."d the comments
of the Executive Secretary of the Commission.

84. The Committee recommends to the General Assembly that the Commission should
hold its regular annual session at Headquarters. It endorsed the position of
the Commission that if more than one session was required in anyone year, it
might find it desirable to accept invitations to hold those sessions at the
headquarters of its participating organizations.

85. In this regard the Committee took a decision with regard to an invitation
from the International Labour Organisation for the Commission to meet in Geneva
in 1975 (see chap. II B).

-14-



host
my case

istern Asia
Lbsequent to
:ee recommends

l for Europe
l '\-Tas left
lsembly.

lbsidiary
~mpt from the
Conferences

Lons.

?h 9 (i) of
lot subject
1nited Nations
iThen a
territory
fact, provide

adopted by
indicated in
hairman of
SC stated that
. the Commission

Commission
vitation of
.e comments

.ssion should.
Isition of
! year, it
i at the

invitation
~t in Geneva

~....

B. Emc:rg~ncy meetinas

86. The Committee examined the prnvision in General Assembly resolution
2609 (XXIV), paragraph 8, that no mee"tings other than those covered by the calendar
of conferences should be convened, except for emergency meetine;s.

87. Some represen.tatives thought; the provision should be dropped. Under General
Assembly resolution 1202 (XII), the Secre"bary-General had dis~);·etion to decide
whether a meeting was an emergency meeting or not ; it was not therefore a n:atter
for the Committee.. If the need for an emergency meeting arose, the Sec:r.·etery­
General would deal with it under the resolution on un:fQreg~en expenditures.

88.. Some representatives said it would, in any case, be difficult to define
11emergency meetings". The real question, in their 1iiew, was rather who should
decide between sessions of the General Assembly on departures from the approved
calendar. Although on the basis of the Committee's terms of reference it was for
the Committee to decide, some delegations appeared to find that difficult to
accept.

89.. The view was expressed that the definition of "emergency meeting" was a
political matter that would require a political process. The Committee agreed that
it was not necessary for it to pursue the definition further. It agreed also that,
as a rule, no meetings other than those approved by the General Assembly should be
held in any year. In the event of an emergency, the Committee on Conferences
could deal with such aspects of the matter as fell within its competence, including
arrangements with regard to the time and place of meetings and the rescheduling of
other meetings.

90. The Committee decided that the future pattern of conferences should not
include paragraph 8 of General Assembly resollIt~jlJn 2609 (XXIV).

COl Meetings away from hee.dquart.'~rs for w~ich Governments defray expenses

91. The Committee was reminded that the principle in paragraph 10 of resolution
2609 (XXIV) that United Nations bodies might hold sessions awa::y from their
established headquarters when a Government issuing 8..11 invitation agreed to defray
the actu(,u additional costs directly or indirectly involved was still operative
and that, in practice, such additional costs had proved to be substm..tial. The
Inspectors had discussed the factors involved in convening meetings away from
headquarters in paragraphs 234-249 of their report (A/9795), and the specific
principle underlying paragraph 10 of resolution 2609 (XXIV) was examined in
paragraphs 393-~·17 of the same document.

92. The Committee discussed certain aspects of the financial and resource
implications of holding such meetings.

93. The Under-Secretary-General for Conference Services felt that the Committee
could play a helpful role in establishing some sort of guidance for the future ..
He suggested that the Committee might wish to consider the question whether, in
such cases, it was always necessary to dispatch to a location other than the
headquarters full teams of all the services to "Which a body was "lormally entitled.
The curtailment of some of the conference services might serve also to encQuragti'i'
or facilitate meetings of various bodies outside their usual location, in accordance

-15-



with the current trend towards decentralization. Such decentralization might also
help to make United Nations activities better known in various places. He suggested
that the Committee might wish to draw up guidelines that would be within the legal
framework of United Nations operations.

94,. Other possibilities were discussed, including one to the effect that for
meetings held away from headquarters, no summary records should be provided unless
the body concerned specifically decided it needed them and the decision was
confirmed by the General Assembly. It was also suggested that the Committee should
merely request bodies, as far as possible, to do without summary records. Moreover,
it was pointed out that it was not for bodies to decide whether they needed
summary records: the decision lay with the General Assembly. The competence of
the Committee on Conferences to make a recommendation on the matter of dispensing
with summary records was therefore questioned.

95. One representative thought the location was not the point at issue: the
question was rather whether, by its nature, the body needed summary records at all.
The question of summary records should be settled on a case-by-case basis. The
Committee should adopt a gene!'~l recommendation to the effect that if a .body was
convened away from it~ established headquarters, it should try to avoid any
unnecessary expenses.

96. The Under-Secretary-General explained to the Committee that the desire to
save inviting Governments unnecessary expenses was only half of the problem; the
other half was what had been called the "administrative disruption" caused by
hav-i.ng meetings held away from the headquarters of the body concerned.

97& It was suggested that the question of summary records should be considered
under the item relating to optimum use of resources rather than under the item
reiating to the pattern of conferences, in the light of such decisions as might
be taken by the General Assembly at its thirtieth session on the question of
meeting records.

D. Proposal for a biennial programme of conferences

98. Under its terms of reference, the Committee on Conferences was required to
propose for adoption by the General Assembly the annual pattern of conferences.
Some representatives were however of the opinion that it would be appropriate for
the Committee to deal with the calendar on a biennial basis, partiCUlarly since
United Nations organs, especially the Economic and Social Council, planned in
terms of two-year cycles from the budgetary viewpoint and from the viewpoint of
the scheduling of conferences. In order to make rational decisions, the Committee
had to look at conferences in a two-year cycle.

990 One member, while not opposed to the idea of a biennial programme, said he
thought that any recorumendation the Committee might make to that effect should be
on an experimental basis.

100. The Committee recommends that the General Assembly make the cycle of meetings
and conferences coincide with the budgetary financial period and to that end
approve in future a biennial programme of conferences at the same time as it
approved the programme budget, sUbject to any changes to be made therein pursuant to
decisions adopted by the General Assembly at the following session concerning the
convening of additional conferences and meetings during the second half of the
biennium.
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E. Definition of "ma,ior special conference"

101. In accordance with its mandate, the Committee considered the principle
enunciated in paragraph 11 of General Assembly resolution 2609 (XTIV) that, as a
general rule, not more than one major special conference should be scheduled in
any one year.

102. The Under-Secretary-General for Conference Services explained to the Committee
that from the viewpoint of the Secretariat, the term "major special conference"
was not used to designate the impact of a conference on world affairs or the
importance 'of its substance; it referred rather to its implications as regards
human and financial resources and the amount of effort it required on the part of
the Secretariat. In the report of the JIU a major special conference was defined
as one in which all Member States participated (A/9795, para. 445). From the
viewpoint of the Secretariat, it was the drain on resources that constitutpd the
main consideration. Whether a conference was financed from the regular budget or
from extrabudgetary funds, the question of available reSOllrces had to be
considered. Within the past two or three years the situation had sometimes been
close to the point where no amount of money could have sufficed to provide the
services required. In view of those considerations, he urged the necessity of
defining and limitinB major special conferences$

103. It was the view of the Committee that a definition by the Committee of the
term "major specil::l1. conference" was not required since the question was a political
one, on which Governments alone could take a decision. In the debate on the
question, some delegations averred that the Committee on Conferences should not
attempt to specify a maximum number ef conferences. Others considered that some
numerical limitat:i.on on conferences was imperative. The Committee should rather
seek information on the level of resources likely to be available in the next few
years so that it could advise the General Assembly on the best use of the
resources.



IV. OPTIMUM APPORTIONMENT OF CONFERENCE SERVICES

A. Informal meetings

104. With reference to the subject of the optimum apportionment of conference

services, the Committee considered in depth only the question of informal meetings.

It will deal with other aspects of the subject at a future time.

105. It considered separately questions relating to informal meetings of official

bodies and meetings of unofficial bodies, such as regional groups, for both of which

the Department of Conference Services was asked to provide interpretation and

physical facilities.

106. There had hitherto been no specific legislative authorjty for the serv~c~ng

of informal meetings - other than the general responsibility of the Secretariat to

afford all possible assistance to Me~ber States. Part of the justification for a

request for one additional team of ir.terpreters in the budget estimates for the

financial year 1969 (A/7205) had however been that the number of requests to

provide interpretation services to meetings of regional groups outside the regular

meetings programme had increased considerably. That request had been approved, but,

as the increase in meetings of regional groups had not been the sole reason for it,

the fact of that approval had not changed SUbstantially the basic approach that

informal meetings should be serviced on the basis of the a1railability of resources.

107. After detailed consideration of the question, the Committee on Conferences

recommended that the General Assembly take note with approval of the trend towards

holding as many meetings of certain United Nations bodies as practic~ble informally 0

To the extent that such a trend reduced requirements for written records, it .

represented a contribution to economy. To the extent that the trend fostered a

better climate for negotiation, it represented a contribution to the effective

conduct of business.

108. One representative pointed out that the Committee's concern was whether

informal meetings should be included in the caleno.ar.

109. As regards informal meetings of regional and similar groups, the Committee

expressed the belief that such meetings were a useful element in the conduct of

business and that provision for them should be nade in some reasonable manner. It

noted that the level and timing of the requirements for such meetings were difficult

to predict and that there was no machinery readily available for dealing with

conflicting requests. The Committee noted also that the Secretariat had provided

services (rooms and interpretation) for such meetings on an "as available" basis,

which during busy periods might not be adequate. The Committee discussed several

possible solutions to the problem, but concluded that; at that time no additional

resources were necessary for the servicing of informal meetings. The Committee

decided to consider the matter further at future meetings.

B. Quota sy-stem

110. The Committee engaged in a preliminary discussion of the question of

instituting a quote'. system for the allocation of resources. It agreed to discuss

it further at a later date.
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V. GUIDELINES FOR THE EFFECTIVE U8E OF THE CO~FERENCE

SERVICING CAPACITY OF THE UNITED NATIONS
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Ill. In discussing the pattern of conferences, the Committee on Conferences felt the
need to develop a set of guidelines for the effective use of the conference
servicin~ capacity of the United Nations.

112. The main comments and suggestions made in the Committee are given below. The
Committee decided to return to the question in a future series of meetings .

(1) No meetings and conferences other than those included in the biennial
calendar of conferences shall be convened except under special and unusual
circumstances. Any changes to be made to the calendar are subject to approval by
the General Assembly at the following session.

(2) The present basic principle of the United Nations pattern of conferences,
namely that United Nations bodies meet at their respective established headquarters,
should be maintained, subj ect to the approved exceptions to this princip~.e.

(3) An adequate interval of time should be allowed between sessions of the
same bodies to permit Member States to derive maximum benefit from the activities
and to provide sufficient time for the preparation of future activities.

(4) United Nations bodies, when they deem it appropriate, should resort to
informal meetings and a reduced level of conference services to realize economies
and foster the effective conduct of business. The use of small working groups may
be more useful in some cases than extended meetings of large parent bodies.

(5) Subsidiary organs of the General Assembly should not, under ordinary
circumstances, create new standing bodies or ad hoc sessional or intersessional
bodies that require additional resources without the approval of the Assembly.
Other principal organs of the United Nations should make similar decisions with
regard to their respective subsidiary bodies.

(6) United Nations bodies may hold sessions away from their established
headquarters when a Government issuing an invitation for a session GO be held
within its territory has agreed to defray, after consultation with the Secretary­
General as to the nature ana possible extent, the actual additional cost directly
or indirectly involved. Such invitations should normally be issued no later than
the calendar year prior to that in which the conferences in ~lestion are to be
held and early enough for meetings based upon them to be considered by the General
Assembly.

(7) Major special conferences should be scheduled with the following
considerations borne strictly in mind:

(a) The limits of available conference and secretariat resources;

(b) Allowance of an adequate interval of time between sessions of the same
conference or betwecln conferences on the same subject or similar sUbjects to allow
sufficient time for preparatory work by delegations and by the Secretariat;

(c) The demands on resources of Governments bearing in mind the desirability.
of effective participation by delegations concerned;

(d) The priorities established by the Economic and Social Council and the
General Assembly on the basis of existing and future programmes and activities.
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VI. SUMMARY OF RECOr~ENDATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

-20-

(4) The Committee on Conferences recommends that the existing pattern of
meetings of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law should be
maintained, that is~ that the meetings might be held, subject to the provision in
paragraph 6 of Gener~~ Assembly resolution 2205 (XXI), alternately in New York and
at Geneva. (See paras. 54 and 55.)

(8) The Committee recommends to the General A3sembly that the Commission on
Narcotic Drugs should meet at Geneva. (See para. 73.)

(1) The Committee recommends to the General Assembly that the fourth session
of the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea be held from 15 March
to 7 May 1976 and the spring 1976 session of the Economic and Social Council from
27 April to 28 May 1976~ it being understood that it would be necessary (a) to
transfer the meeting of the Scientific and T~chnical Sub-Committee of the Committee
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (22 March-9 April) to Geneva; and (b) to
transfer the meeting of the Committee on Elimination of Racial Discrimination
(29 March-16 April) to Geneva. (See para. 34.)

(2) The Committee recommends to the General Assembly for approval the
calendars set forth in annexes I and 11 to this report. (See para. 39.)

113. The recommendations of the Committee on Conferences to the General Assembly
are summarized below.

(5) The Committee recommends that the United Nations Scientific Committee on
the Effects of Atomic Radiation should me~t at Vienna~ which is now its established
headquarters. (See para. 57.)

(3) The Committee recommends to the General Assembly that in 1976 the January
session of the Governing Council of the United Nations Development Programme be held
at Geneva and that the June session be hp-Id in New York, and that for future years
the decision should be considered in the light of experience and circumstances.
(See para. 48.)

(9) The Committee recommends to the General Assembly that the Commission on
Human Rights should meet at Geneva~ which has now become its established
headquarters. (See para. 74.)

(6) The Committee recommends to the General Assembly that, beginning in 1977,
the meetings of the Legal Sub-Committee and the Scientific and Technical
Sub-Committee of the Committee on th~ Peaceful Uses of Outer Space should be held at
their headquarters in New York. (See paras. 59-62.)

(7) With referenc~ to the functional commissions other than the Commission on
Human Rights and the Commission on Narcotic Drugs, the Committee recommends that
they should meet at their established headquarters unless a more rational pattern
of the work programme can be achieved by holding their sessions at Geneva, that
decision being without prejudice to any subsequent decision to hold them at Vienna.
(See para. 72.)
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(10) The Committee recommends to the General Assembly that the Economic
Commission for Western Asia be included in the exceptions mentioned in
paragraph 9 (i) of General Assembly rf:solution 2609 (XXIV), which provid.es that the
regular sessions of certain regional commissions, as well as meetings of their
subsidiary bodies, may be held away from their headquarters when the Commission
concerned so decides, subject, in the case of regular sessions of the commissions,
to the approval of the Economic and Social Council and of the General Assembly.
(See para. 79.)

(11) The Committee recommends to the General Assembly that the International
Civil Service Commission should hold its regular annual session at Headquarters,
and that if more than one session is required in anyone year, it may accept an
invitation from one of its participating organizations to hold its other session or
sessions at the headquarters of that participating organization. (See para. 84.)

(12) The Committee recommends to the General Assembly that the future pattern
of conferences should not include paragraph 8 of General Assembly resolution
2609 (XXIV), concerning emergency meetings. (See para. 90.)

(13) The Committee recommends that the General Assembly make the cycle of
meetings and conferences coincide with the budgetary financial period and to that
end approve in future a biennial programme of conferences at the same time as it
approves the programme bUdget, subject to any changes to be made therein pursuant
to decisions adopted by the General Assembly at the following session concerning
the convening of additional conferences and meetings during the second half of the
biennium. (See para. 100.)

(14) The Committee cm Conferences recommends that the General Assembly take
note with approval of the trend towards holding as many meetings of certain United
Nations bodies as practicable informally. (See para. 107.)

(15) The Committee on Conferences recommends to the General Assembly the
adoption of the following draft resolution:

Pattern of conferences

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 1202 (XII) of 13 December 1957,1851 (XVII) of
19 December 1962, 1987 (XVIII) of 17 December 1963, 2116 (XX) of
21 December 1965, 2239 (XXI) of 20 December 1966, 2361 (XXII) of
19 December 1967, 2478 (XXIII) of 21 December 1968, 2609 (XXIV) of
16 December 1969, 2693 (XXV) of 11 December 1970~ 2834 (XXVI) of
17 December 1971, 2960 (XXVII) of 13 December 1972, and 3351 (XXIX) of
18 December 1974,

Having considered the report of the Committee on Conferences established
by its resolution 3351 (XXIX) (A/l0032) and the comments thereon of the
Advisory Committee on Administrative a~d BUdgetary Questions (AI ),

1. Takes note with appreciatior of the report of the Committee on
Conferences (A/l0032) and the comments thereon of the Advisory Committee on
Administrative and Budgetary Questions (AI );



2. Approves the calendar of conferences and meetings for 1976 and the
,tentative calendar for 1977 set forth in annexes I and II to the report of
the Committee on Conferences;

3. Decides that the cycle of meetings and conferences shall henceforth
coincide with the budgetary finmlci~l period, and to that end will approve
in future a biennial programme of conferences at the same time as it approves
the programme budget, subject to any changes to be made therein pursuant to
decisions adopted by the General Assembly at the following session concerning
the convening of additional conferences and meetings during the second half
of the biennium.
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

The following abbreviations are used in the annexes:

In column headed "Organ":

I

ECA

ECE

ECLA

ECWA

ESCAP

FAO

IAEA

IBRD

ICAO

IDA

IDB

IFC

ILO

IMCO

IMF

ITU

TDB

UNCITRAL

UNCTAD

UNDP

UNEP

UNESCO

UNHCR

UNICEF

UNIDO

UNITAR

UPU

WrIO

WIPO

WMO

Economic Commission for Africa

Economic Commission for Europe

Economic Commission for Latin America

Economic Commission for Western Asia

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

International Atomic Energy Agency

International Bank for Reconstruction and Development

International Civil Aviation Organization

International Development Association

Industrial Development Board

International Finance Corporation

International Labour Organisation

Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization

International Monetary Fund

International Telecommunication Union

Trade and Development Board

United Nations Commission on International Trade Law

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development

United Nations Develolment Programme

United Nations Environment Programme

United Nations Educational, Scie?tific and Cultural Organization

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

United Nations Children's Fund

United Nations Industrial Development Organization

United Nations Institute for Training and Research

Universal Postal Union

World Health Organization

World Intellectual Property Organization

World Meteorological Organization
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In column headed "Membership":

G Governments

E Experts

ST Secretariat o~ secretariats

In column headed IIServicing":

' ..... _-----...

ic

ns

1

Organization

I

T

PV

SR

M

ACEFRS

Interpretation

Translation

Verbatim records

Summary records

Minutes

f~abic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish
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Annex I

PROVISIONAL CALENDAR OF CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS FOR 1976

1. The provisional calendar of conferences and meetings of the United Nations

for 1976 is set forth below; the calendar of conferences and meetings of the

principal organs of the specialized agencies and !AEA is also given for information.

2. The calendar as submitted at this time includes provision both for bodies

whose meetings have been scheduled for definite times and for bodies whose sessions

have not been scheduled for definite times.

3. Attention is drawn to the fact that the calendar includes the following

conferences:

(a) First United Nations Regional Cartographic Conference of the Americas,

8-19 March 1976, at Panama City;

(b) Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea, four~h session,

15 March-7 May 1976, in New'York; a./

(c) Habitat: United Nations Conference on Human Settlements,

31 May-Il June 1976, at Vancouver;

(d) Fourth United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, 3-28 May 1976,

at Nairobi;

(e) Eighth United Nations Cartographic Conference for Asia and the Far East,
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Annex 11

PROVISIONAL CALENDAR OF CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS FOR 1911

1. The provisional calendar of conferences and meeti~gs of the United Nations
for 1911 is set forth below; the calendar of conferences and meetings of the
principal organs of the specialized agencies and IAEA is also given for
information.

2. The calendar as submitted at this time includes provlslon both for bodies
whose meetings have been scheduled for definite times and for bodies whose
sessions have not been scheduled for definite times.

3. Attention is drawn to the fact that the calendar includes the following
conferences:

(a) United Nations Water Conference, 1-18 March 1911~ at Mar del Plata;

(b) Third United Nations International Conference on Standardization of
Geographical Names, 17 August-7 September 1917~ at Athens;

(c) United Nations Conference on Desertification, ~9 August-9 September 1977,
at Nairobi.
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