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InpLementalion of the plan of Action to Conbat Desertification

l'trole Lry the Secre tarv-General

I. In its re solution 333? (xxlx) of I? December 1974 the ceneral Assernbly alecideat
to convene in 1977 a united Nations conference on Desertif ication. rn paragraph 7
of resolution 35rl- (xxx) of 15 December Lg7s, the Asseml'ly reguested the coverning
Council of the United Nat.ions Environment progranme (ItNEp) to act as the
i ntergover nnental preparatory body for the Conference, and in paragraph 2 of
resolution 31/108 of 16 December 1976 it designated the Executive Director of UNEp
as Secre tary-Ge nera I of the Conference.

2. The ConfererEe, tEld at Nairobi frorn A9 August to 9 Septenber 1977, approved
the Pl-an of Action to conbat Desertification l,/ which specified that "The seven-
year period 1978-1984 has been chosen for thelmplenentation ot the innediate
actions reguired and as an indication of the time at vJhich a firat general
assessnent of progress could be nade". !/ rn paragraph 1 of resolution 32/L72 of
19 Decenber 1977' the Generar Assenbly approvea the report of the conference
containinq the plan of Action.

3. Tlp Executive Director of uNr informed the coverning council at its ninth
session of his intention, in conformity vrith the view of t.he @nference and the
General Assenbly, to prepare a comprehensive report on the inpl_enentation of the
Plan of Action for submission to the council at its thirteenth session, to be heldin 1985. TIE council, by decisioh 9/22 A ot 26 May 1981, endorsed that intention
and urged lhe B<ecutive Director to submit tl|e report, if possible, earlier thanttie target date of 1985.
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4, Subsequentl.y, by decision lvl, section VIfI, of 24 l4ay 1983, the coverning
Council aPproved the E(ecutive Director's recomnendation that at its tweueh
session iC devote tHo days to a detailed assessment of progress in the
i.nplenentation of the PIan of Action. The ceneral Assembly, in paragraph 8 of its
re$Iution 381165 of 19 December 1983, welcqned that decision ot lhe coverning
Counci 1.

5. The views expressed by the UNE:P @verning Council during its consideration of
the l!<ecutive Directorrs report on the general assessnen! of progress in the
inplementalion of the PIan of Ac tion to Conba t Desertification are reflected in the
proceedings of tlle Council at. irs twe 1f th session (UNEp,/cC.I2lI9). The repore of
the Executj.ve Director (uNlP/e.I2l9 and corr.]) is availabLe to delegations for
inf ormati.on,

6. Decisj.on 12110 vras adopted by the coverning Counc il- following j.ts
consideration of the E(ecutive Direclorrs reFErL. y In paragraphs 26 and 27 of
thae decisioh, the Council authorized the Executive Director to transnj.t to the
C€nera I Assembly, through the lbononic and Social Council, the reports lrhich appear
as annexes to the pres€nt note. Thes€ are the reports on the ifiplenentation of the
PIan of Action to Cornbat Desertificalion (annex I), sutrnitted pursuanl to AssembLy
resoLution 32/172 an,d subsequen! resol.u!ions, most recently 37 /2IA ot
20 December 1982, and the report on the impLenentation in the Sudano-Sahelian
region of the Plan of Action to Comba t Desert.ification, sutmitted pursuant to
Assenbly resolution 38/164 ot 19 Decernber 1983. Tbe co|nrE nts of the @verning
Council on those reports are to be found in the proceedings of its t\delfth session
(tNEP/GC.12,/19).

Notes

y Report of the United Nations Cbnfererpe on f,tssertification, Nairobi,
29 August-g Septenber 1977 (N@riF.74/36), chap. I.

U !El'r Para. 9'

2/ See Off i.cial Record s of the cie neral Assenbl-y, Thirty-ninth Session,
Supplenent l+o. 25 (A/39/25t r flhn€x.
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ANNEX I

l. fn ncst regions of tbe develq)ing rrorld, factors contributing todesertlfication sucb as belorFa verage rainfarl, severe drought and increasedpressure on the land continued virtually unabated during 1g83. Drought o@urred in
many oa the continent', bu! Africa in particurar has had the nost caia"troSrrrrcdrought, affecting sorne 34 counties and causing najor dislocation of popur.ation andfanlne. In the sudano-sahelian regton, rhe 19;9_I9?3 drought is gerreiaity
considered not to have ended, but to be continuing and significantry contrlbutingto the severity ot desertification lhat has continued t.o increase in the regron.

2. rf onry one achlevelEnt rere to be named in this fierd it h.urd undoubcedry bethe lncreased ar.rarerEss of desertificacion problerns. This awarerEss has beengrowing ever sirEe preparatj.ons nere initiated for corrvening the United Natl.ons
confererpe on Desertiflcation in ]977. rt is lanentabre that this i.ncreased
awarenesa of the problen has been natched neither by actions to fightdesertification nor by the tecbnicat and financiar preparedness needed for thetightt they continue to }ag far behind wbire the situation worsens year by year.

3. lhl9 gloomy picture has, ho$ever, been s.Lightly brightened by reportsindicating chat a tneasure of su@ess has been achi.eved in containing dune
encroachment' that concerted efforts are under vray to control vraterlogging andsalinlzation in irrigated lardsr that sorne advance s have been rnade in assessing andnonitorlng the problems of desertification and that an ir*reasing number ofresearch and tralning facil.itie6 are being established.

4. The Consultative Group for Desertification Control hetd its fourth seaslon atNalrobi in FEbruary 1983 to consider the n'bilization of f lnarcing f,or 18 high-
Priority anti'd esert tf icat ion project proposals and to discuss nays and means ofimprovlng the functioning of the Group. qlry five proj ects received er.pressions ofsupport. of these, three have been tulry ftnanced with the active part ic ipat ion ofthe Arab oJrf Programne f,or united Nations Develq)nen! organlzations (AGFITND ) andare now being inlrlenented. Another has received a contr ibuE ion of ggg,362 frornarstralia, and the addicionar external financing required is being negotiated withother potential dorprs.

5. Tbe Inter-Agency lorking croup on Desertification held ics eighth and ninthmeetings at e neva in April and SeF,tember 1983, respectively. At its eighthneeting, the Group discussed the involvement of the Irnited Nations agencies
colDerned ln the inplenEntation of the systen-wide medlum-terrn environrnentprogr ame during lts first biennlun (r984-1995) and particularr.y lhe concrete
Project6 and activlti.es rerated to desert if icatlon. At it.s nlnth meeting, tie
Group reviereed Progress in the inplenentation of the decisions and recqnnendationsof its previous neeting r rith particurar enphasi s on arrangements for the generar
asaessnent of progress in the ir4)lenentatlon of the pran of Ac ti.on. The croup alsocon6idered reports by rnember agerpies on thelr recent activities related todesertlf ication mattera.

f,.eport o! th€ lD,Flenenta!ion ot the plan
of Action to Conbat Desertification
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6. rn response to the request in ParagraPtl lO of GerEraI Assenbly resolution
35n3 ot 5 Decenber 1980, uNEP, in co-operatlon with other unlted Nations bodies,
has been working tcwards the creation ot specific Progr arunes of research and

training at the national, regional ahd international levels. the first activity,
carried out in L983 as part ot a PrOgr arnne Prepared by the Inter-lgency norklng
Group at its sixth meeting, was a iurvey of research and training institutions ln
Lhe region ot the Ecorpmic Commission tor vlestern Asia ( ECWA) with a vierd to the
preparation of a d irectory.

7. Ea rly in 1983. UNEP and EO|A hel.d a joinr programling rneellllg to exPlore area6
of future co-operation in envlronlEntal natters. Albng the areas chosen $as
deser t if icat ion, and the spec ific fielats agreed uPon for cHPerative activiEies
included preparation of national Plans of action and sPecific Pilot
anti{esertif ication projects, support to trainlng courses and setninars and the
establislment of reg ional research and training netnorks and Progra uEs.

8. In response to Governing Council decision I0lI8 ot 3l !'lay 1982' in whlch the
D.ecutive Director was requested to facilltate a Pr@ess of etchange of infornation
and expertise on desertification nat,ters in Afrlca, draft reports on a\zailable
inforrnation and elq)erlerEe on desertification control in the region, and
directories of national, regional and i nEernational in6tltutions i nvolved in
research and training on subj€cts relevant to desertificatlon have been prepared
for the Kalahari, north African and sudano-sahellan reglons. A meeting held in
September 1983 with representat i\res frorn the Permanent Inter-State Conmlttee for
DroughC Control in the Sahel (CIISS) and the tnlteaf Natlons Sudano-Sahelian Offlce
(uNso) discussed ttpse reports and approveal their Ftblication, which i3 scheduled
for 19 84.

9. one of the nain tasks of UNEP ln this fietd ln 1983 was PreParing for the
coverning Council,s general assessrEnt of Progress in the implenentation of tbe
Plan ot Action. A.e Part of the Preparations for the assesgnent, ONEP sent a

questionnaire on desertlfication to 91 countries affected by desertitication and l0
other countries involved in providtng assistince to affected counEriea. UNEP and
UNso provided assistarEe to over ?O develq)ing cor.rntries in collecting alata
required for the queationnaire. A t.otal of 66 re$ronaes r.tere received, though the
quality and quantity ot the data supPlied varied widely fron country to country.
In addition, three technical rePorts, eight regional assessments, a revieH of
atenographic charges between 1973 anat 1983 as they affected the status of
deser t if icat ion, a report on antid esert if icat lon activities corducted by

rDn{overnnental organizatlons, an rpdated cotqterdlun of Unlted Nations aysten
activities in the tield ot deser t if lcat ion, an experimental digitized nap assesslng
deaertification in Africa and three najor supPortlng docunents were Pretrxrred urder
the supervision of UNEP. Three updated case-studies were PlePared with the
assistarce of the United NationE EdtEatlonal, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCb), and trto of the nine assoc iated case-sttdies PrePared for the 1977
Confererce rdere uldated as Part of Che assessflEnt preess. In add ition r 26 country
reports were received and analysed.

10. UNEP is Eaking advantage of the occasion of the general assesgment, during the
th'elf th session of ita @vernlng Co{rncil, to Launch a conprehensive Public
infornation canpalgn hrith the overall aim ot contrihrting toldard s nore effectlve
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inPlenentatlon of tbe plan of &tion and atesert if ication control in generar by
mobilizing concern in affected and dorpr countries alike. ?he principal erenentsof tbe canpai gn will be mul.t i -proj estor and single-proj ector sride shons for
conterencesr neetings of norFg overnnentar organizations, exhibits etc.t a f iljn
series for teLevisiont radlo progrannEs for regignal and international
broadcastingt and a briefirrg docrrnent, press fo]der ard ptroto sheet for
journali sts.

t
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AIiNEX I I

l. The volume of furrds mobllizeat and allocated by UNso in 1983 through the United
Nagions Trust fund for sudano-sahelian Activities amounted !o $12.9 rniflion,
brirging the lotal resources rpbilized by LNSO to $59.5 nillion sirEe the start of
its desertificaeion controf nandate in 1979. Prograrule suPPort fron che UNEP

contribuLion to the joint venture was utilized er.cluBively for Proj ect
fornulation. Despite lhe resources n|obilized, Lack of sufficient financirg
retnained one of the prlrcipal constraints on the effective lnPleflPntation of tie
Plan of Action in the Sudano-Sahelian region.

2. During the year urder review, the tnain thrust of uNso a ntl de sert if ication
operations was in the areas of deforestation controlr range ,nanageln€nt, nater
resources rnanagernent, soil Protection and sand dune fixation, and plannlng anal
co-ordination. tNSO continued to emphasize the lnvolvement of tbe PeopLe aff€ctd
in the planning and implonentaCion of projects. ft also conttnued to work with the
Goverrunents and populations ot the region in consciousness raislng on the
ilqrortarce of desertification, the preparation of national Plans or strategies for
desertification concrol and the e stabli stttnent or strengthenir€ of the institutional
rnachinery.

3. Expanded activitles carrled out by UNso in the area ot torestry included th€
establishrnent of fuelwood plantations to rneet the energy requiretnents of rural and
urban populations in an ecolog ically sound way. In EthioPia, the Danlsh
fnternational DeveloE ment rgency agreed to contribute $5.9 nilllon through the
Trust zund tor the esgablishnent of 8r7oo hectares of fuelwood Plantatlons near the
tonns off Debre Birhan and llazret, and the Elnnish International De\r€laPnent Bency
is contribrting $500,000 through the Trust nr nd for Ehe provision of infrasturcture
and the esgablishnent of 200 hectares of plantations. Wlth the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the tnited Nations (FAO) as executing agency, UlilSO al€o
supported short courses in nursery and afforestation techniques and sPecles trials
for rairFf ed f uelrDod pLantatlons in Sornalia.

4. In senegal, a progralnne vras formulated for rehabilitation of the sallne soils
of che sine-Saloum region through reforestation. The Canadian International
Development Agercy, whictr made a $l50'OOO contribution to the Trust l\rnd to finarEe
the first phase of the project, involving cartogr aPh ic and Pedological studleE of
lhe region, is non engaged in negotiations for financlng of the entire Proj ect at a

cost ot over 91.5 nillion.

5. New projects were also fornulated for the establislment of shelter belts in
northern sudan and assistarEe to the Shelter Eelt llesearch Station at l€no in
northern Niger ia.

6. A parcicular approach UNSO has been pursuing 1s agEoforestry. Anong trEoiects
UNso has helped design are schellEs ensurlng conPletnentary and nutually supportlve
forestry and agricultural activities in I(a no in northern Nigeria and in the Kerlo

I
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forest in lenya. Agroforesery actlvities include the p]anting of @.ia 3;l@
shich, rrlth its deep taProots, is dr ought-re si stant, does not ccmpete ttith f@d
crops' inProves the fertllity of the aoil through lts nitrogen-fixing gualities'
and provlde6 fodder and shade for livestock. In Benln, UNSO allocated $lr13l'900
for a rnu]ti-PurPose tree-planting Prograrsne tirnrced by earmarked contributions
through the Trust Elr nd of $3061900 from AGFOND and $85.000 frotn the Netherlands
GoverrurFnt. I,NEP made a $10,000 contrlbution to the projectt and the @vernnent of
Benln is meetirE the remainlng coscs.

7. UNSO contimed io support projects tor the develoPment of alternatlve sources
of energy. In Senegalr feaslbility studies nere coftP1eted for the systernatic
harvestlrq ot peat for use in briquettes as tuel and in rnlxtures ln sandy soils to
lnE rove their structurel organic content and Productivity. The studjes indicated
conslderable Potential for the use ot Peat as a source of et€rgy (tthich could
redlEe defiEnd for charcoal ln hkar by 50 Per cent), for soil protectjon and to
lncrease agEicuLtural productlvity. UNso also inltiated feasibllity studies for
the possible ProdlEtion of fuel brlquettes in the Niger and the sudan' In Nigeria'
UNso has been exploring with the Governnent the Possibility of produc ing charcoal
from by-Products of wood-based industrles in the south for utllizatlon in the
north, whlch has firnited llgneous regources. In the Gambia and setEqal, a uNso

technlcal mlsglon o(ar ined the condition of the nEngrones in Casanarce and Sine-
sa loutn and along the Garnbia river. ProPosals rdere made for Projects aimed at che

protection, salvaglng and ecolog ically sou nd harvestlng of mangrove trees. sqne of
uhich have tallen victim to dle-backr the causes of which are being studied'

8. As another neans of reducing demand for fueLwood, UNSO contlnuedt to supPort
the design, devel.oPnent and production of fuel-efficient cooking s tove€ that use

less wood or dlfferenc kirds of fuet. In l'lali, lbutitania and the Nlger' UNSO and

the wluntary Fu rd for the united Natlons Decade for vlomen financed PreParatory
asglstance activities tor the design and development of fuel-efficient wood-burning
Stoves. UNSO i8 seeking regources, in co-oPeration with the CIISS secretariat' to
finarEe large-scale foliow-uP ProJ ects in these countries. UNso aLso agreed to
finance a rlgional PreParatoiy Ptoiect for the design ot irq)roved nood-burnlng
stoves in lbn)ta r Nlgerla, sorna lia and the sudan.

g. uNSo also dlq)atcheal missions to Benin and Gu irFa to assist the tlro
@verrnEnts ln the preParation of large-scale Projects for controlling bJsh flres'

10. rn Kenya, a uNso rnisslon PrePared a r angeland nanagenent and develoPnent Plan
for Ehe arid and semi-arid zolFs of the country. The plan and related Proj ect s

will be used by uNso for re$urce rnoblllzation purPoses. In DJ1bouti, UN$
alleated $543;s00, wlth contributlons frotn AGFIND, UNEP and l'Nso general
re€ources, for a pilot Project for alesert if icat 1on control and ecologically sound

derrelopnent of the natural resources i4 the coastat Plains of the co{'rntry' In
Sotnalla, UNSO financed a Fre-feaslbiltty study for the establishment ot a Nonad ic
stuaties rnstituter while in sbnegal it iupported a regional norkshoP on ecolog ical
nonitorlng of the Sahelian rangelands of serEgal in li'ovenber 1983' The purPose of
the lrorkshop was to famlllarize tbe Partic iPants wlth the tnethodology developed and

other results achieved by ttre uNEP/?Ao project on the i nventory and monitorlng of
Sahelian l5storal ecosystens.
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1I. In the canbia, UNSO obtained a contribution of $422,000 to the Trust [t.l nd froln
the @vernrnent of A.rstralia for a proj ect for the conscruction of snall dans forirrigation and protection against salt lraler inerusion. The project will help to
ensure a sufficient supply of fresh water for ronger periods, incLuding perlods ofdrought. UNSO has also agreed to finance a project for the management of ground-
water resources in the Banjul area. The proj ect uill be iFpLernented by the
Government with the united tlations as cHperating agency. Arrangenents have been
made for the cohstruction of a nathematical nodel and the training of Gambian
nationals in ground-vrater nodelling by the cqnputer ccrnpany IBl,t.

1?. rn Iqali, uNso has agreed to arleate g5oor0oo, for vrhich a contribution by the
Government of Yugoslavia is expected, to tinance a project to strengthen the
oPerational capacity ot the Departnent of liaeer Resources in ground-water
exploration and exploit.at ion.

13. In Cape verde, uNso allocat.ed a $ZOO,OOO contrib)tion by AGFUND to the Trust
Fund for the continuation of a pirot project for the protection of the sao lToao
Bautrsta valley against soir erosion. The project wir.r. inrrorve afforestation to
provide vegetalive protection for the soil, and the building of dikes for r.rater
erosion control and water harvesting purposes. rn the sudan, a feasibiLity study
nas carried out on a pilot research progranrne for lhe utiltzatlon of gglggg soils,
the surface of lrhich has hardened as a result of the cqnbined effect of rainfall
irnpac t and rdind erosion. In Somalia, UNSO allcated gl.3 nillion through a Trust
Pund contrj.bution frorn the Danish International. Developtnent Agency for coastal sand
dune stabilization over 1,500 hectares in the Brava area, through dune fi:{ation andnater erosion control. In the Niger, the covernment of liorway has agreed tocontribute $560,000 as an initial contribution to ttl e Trust zund for a project
aimed at controlling the encroachnent of sand dunes upon the paln groves of Bilnadistrict-

14. lbuowirE a meeting of doDors for the reconstruction of chad heLd in Novenber
1982' a joint CIES/C1ub du sahel/UNSO nission visiced Chaat in ilanuary l9g3 to
assess the needs of the country and prepare the ground for the r e-e stabli shnent of
technical co-operation with the overrunent. This was folrorred by an uNsonultidisciprinary desertif i.cation pranning and progranming nission in April, rdhich
Prepared a report on desertification and identified 2o desertification contro.L
Projects jointly t{ith the technical services concerned. ft is envisagd that theseprojects will forn the core of a future national pl^an for conbating desert if icatlon
and wilr be used for future uNso resource mobiLization etforts for tbe counrry.

15. rn senegaL' uNso has initi.ated assistarce to the @vernnent in the preparatlonof a national. strategy for cqnbat.irg desertification, with the lrorrd Bank as
er(ecuting agercy. A com'nittee of representatives from various ninistries, under
the aegis of the Iriinistry of plannlng, has been estabtished arrd witl converx! anational seminar in 1984 to fornulate the slrategy. rn Burkina Faso and the Niger,
UNSO provided assistance to the coverrunenCs for the tormulation of national
desertification control strategies, lrith uNEscl) as er.ecuting agency. The national
strategy for the Niger h,ill incLude an updating of che case-study on
deserlification prepared by the covernrnent. for the Desertif ication confererEe rn
19'17. In Orinea-Bissau, the preparation of a national plan for cqnbating
environrnentar degradation, and especially soil degradation, nas funded by uNso rdl th
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T NESC! as €necuting agency, In Benin, uNso funced a projec!, also riith uNDsco as
executirg agency, to assist the l*rini stry of Planning in the deve.Lopment of an
institutionat structure and work progr.u ne for combating desertification.

16. UNS1O submitted l0 projects !o the fourth session of the Consultative Group for
Desertif,ication Control. Tttrough various Ptanning and programning tnissions and
conEirxrous consultations rith the authoriEies concerned, UNSO has identified wiCh
the @vernnenls of the region a total of 309 priority proj ects requiring investment
of $743.5 mllllon, of which a total of $412.6 nillion has been cannitted by
bilateral, nultilateral and other sources. This leaves over $330.8 million of
external resources stiII needed to finance priority anti-desertification projects
for rrhich the GoverBnents of the region have requested assistalEe. Thus, there is
stilt a need tor considerabJ-e volunes oi assistance to ccrnbat desertification that
can be mobilized only by a concerted effort on the Part of the international donor
conmuntty.

l-7. UNSO contimes to maintain close worklng relati.onshiPs lrith regional and other
bodies, both rrithin and outside the untted llatj.ons systen. It Participated in
donorsr round tables convened by the Lhited Nations DeveloPment Progranme ( UNDP) in
Djlbouti and Mali for the purpose of co-ordinating and increasing donors' interest
in nobilizir|g resources. UNso bas also continued to co'operate nith the
Goverrnents of the menber countries of CILSS in organizing, with the suPPort of the
Club du Sahel and CIISS itseu, special round tab.Ies on forestry ained al assesslng
the latest situation in the lorestry sectors and proposing national strategies for
forest conservation in the cll^ss countries. rn accordance vrith a co'oPeracion
agreenEnt signeal in 1982 eith the west Mrican &orpnic comnunity (cEAo), uNso and
lhe Connunity are flnancing a s cualy, carried out by FAo' whlch ttill Produce
recoNnendatlons on technical aspects of grain and cereal stor4e at the vilL4e and
farm levels in the nenber states of crl,ss.

18. In Aprif 1983, a seminar was hel-d in senegal urder the joint sPonsorship of
UNSO anat the International Trade CenEre on Che latest develoPnents concerning Itrn
arabic research, production and narketing. UNSO also participated, in October, In
a workshop on soil Physics sponsored by the International Centre for Theoretical
Physlcs at Trieste. Italy, and, In libvember, in a seminar convened by ItNEsct at
uedenine, Ir.rnisj.a, on soil eroslon in pre-desert zones. ttogether $ith UNEP and the
bonorn ic Co mlssion tor Mrica (ECA), UNSo sponsored and part ic iPated in the
preparations tor and hoLding of a nultid i sc iPLi nary meeling on the i.r[)act of
alrought on Gsio-economic sLstglls in Mrica, $rhich uas held at ltairobi in
Dec enber 19 83.

19. As part ot a progrdnme to promote the exctrange of lnformation on and expertise
in deaertificatlon natters, UNSO prepared a survey and a directory covering the
Sudano-sahellan region (see annex I, para. 8).

20. Finally, UNSO conrnissioned and helpeaf in the PreParation of an assessnent of
des€rtification in Che Sudano-Sahelian and adjacent req ions seven years after the
adq)tion of the Plan of lbtion. This assesffEnt, together with a g1oba1
assessnent prepared by senior advisers to the b<ecutive Director, was reviewed at a

neeting held in December at eneva.
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27- rn paragraph 4 of lts resolution 3g/164 on the inplenentatlon in the sudano-
Sahelian region of the plan of tction to Combat Desertif icaCion, th€ ceneral
Assembly invited the covernirE courEil of IrNEp to exarnine at it6 twelfth segsion
the possibillty of lnclualing Ghana and Togo in the list of countries nhich rece ived
assistance through UliE;O in inpl enent irq the plan of Action and to report on thematter to the Assenbly at its thirty-nintb session.

22. In considerlm the posslbllity of irrclualing chana and ?ogo within the
geographicaL €cope of the deGertification control mandate of uNso, the follo{rinq
considerations were taken into accountr Ghana and Togo are located atirectly to tbe
east of Benin (which the Council decided to include in the desertification control
nandate of uttso by decision 9/22 Bl, and directly south of Burklna Faao. Alttpuqh
tlEir crinates are not as arid as tlDs'e of the true sahelian biocrimatic zones,
they contain extenslve subtmnld areas simllar to ttbse of Benin. The northernparts of chana and lbgo, llke northern Benln, are especially vulnerable to the
barmattanr a lDt, desiccating, dust-laden ulnd that brons fron the north-ea€t
across the sahara. partry because of ttEse cl irnatic factors, there is extenaive
savannah in chana, eS?ecially north of the Krrah, plateau, and in northern Togo.
Togots coastal areas in the south, as HelL as chanats souttFeastern coa6t, are alsodryl and both countrles were hit by drought in l9g2 and 1983. Consequently, there
are extensive areas in botb chana and Togo which are suffering from
deser t lflcation.

23- Finarly, it slDurd be noted tbat conditions in tbe Atakora nassif, which forrns
a waterslred betrreen the Nlger and \rolta baalns, affect ttF flow of the Niger riverin the Sudano-SalEllan countries of ttE Niger, Nigerla and Burkina faso. The
massif is a continuous mountain chain extendirEt frorn northern Gbana through
nortlErn Togo to northern Benin. TIF geographical and ecological interre lations blp
bethreen northern Benin and its northern sahelian neigtrbours was one of the rea€onsfor the inclusion of Benin in the desertificatlon contror mandate of lrNso.

24. For tbeae reasons, the Governlng Oourrcil decialed (decision 12/10, para. Iot to
lrElude Ghana and roqo among the countries eligible to recelve assistarFe through
UNSO in inplernenting the plan of Action.




