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The Ba.ha'i Internationa.l Community expresses i t s support f o r the veiy'important 
work undertaken by the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimina.tion ала Protection 
of Minorities during the l a s t several years i n promoting the rights of indigenous 
peoples. In particula.r, we welcome the very thorough study by the Special Rapporteur 
Mr. №rtxnez Cobo, on the problem of discrimination against indigenous populations. 
We commend the recently-established Working Group on Indigenous Populations f o r i t s 
ef f o r t s to study the human rights situa.tion i n t h i s area and to develop standards 
concerning the rights of indigenous populations. We hope that these importa.nt 
i n i t i a t i v e s w i l l spur continuing action by the interna.tional commiinity aimed at 
ensuring the f u l l protection of the rights of indigenous peoples. 

In view of1he attention now being devoted i n the Working Group to the evolution 
Of standards i n t h i s area, the Baha'i International Commimity would l i k e to outline 
b r i e f l y the Baha'i perspective on the rights of indigenous populations. 

, Ba.ha'is believe i n the fundamental oneness of a l l mankinds tha.t the body of 
mankind, l i k e the body of an in d i v i d u a l , suffers when any of i t s pa.rts are harmed, 
a.nd tha.t the denial of rights to a.ny segment of human society prevents the whole 
of humanity from benefiting from the orderly development of the talents and 
fa c u l t i e s inherent i n that segment. Baha'is believe that man i s a s p i r i t u a l being 
with an inherent capacity f o r growth and development^ that he ha.s a potential, 
whatever his race, colour or culture, to ma.ke positive contributions to the welfare 
of a l l ma,nkind| and that this potential i s enhanced by the recognition and protection 
of those rights which allow him to re a l i z e his f u l l capacities. Therefore, the 
advantage of the whole of huma,nity i s best served by providing f o r the soxind 
development of a l l i t s pa.rts. 
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While empha.sizing the paromoxmt importance of unity f o r mnhkind a.t this t i n e , 
Baha.'is also prize • d i v e r s i t y i n imity and appreciate the potential of ea.ch individual 
and 'group to contribute constructively to the well-being of human society. Rather 
tha.n ignoring or advocating the suppression of the d i v e r s i t y of ethnical o r i g i n s , of 
history, of language and t r a d i t i o n , of thought and ha.bit that d i f f c r o n t i a t o the 
peoples of the vrorld, Ba,ha.'is af f i r m and respect them. Thus, indigenous popiila,tions 
must have the fundamental right to develop and take pride i n t h e i r own i d e n t i t y , 
culture and language. 

Ba.ha.'is confidently envisa.ge the continuation of the process of so c i a l and. 
cu l t u r a l evolution. Therefore, while admiring and respecting the ancient traditions 
of indigenous popula.tions and the contribution they currently make to society, we 
anticipa.te tha.t, when a l l peoples have a.ccess to educa.tion based on s p i r i t u a l , 
p r i n c i p l e s and sound s c i e n t i f i c thinking and information, the contribution of these 
peoples to the advance of c i v i l i s a t i o n w i l l bo grea.tly enhanced. Inevitably, some 
long-established tra.ditions w i l l be disca.rded a.s being i n v i o l a t i o n of common 
hiunanity, contra.ry to reason, d i v i s i v e of society or ba,rriers to the efflorescence 
of the human s p i r i t , but we believe that others should be a.ctively fostered ал1 
pcrpotua.ted a.s l i v i n g l i n k s \ i i t h the past, as enrichments of the colourful d i v e r s i t y 
of ma.nkind. " ' 

An important element of the fundamental right of the members of indigenous 
populations to take prido i n t h e i r own i d e n t i t y and culture i s t h e i r right to loam, 
speak, write and communica.te i n t h e i r na.tive tongue, i f thojr so wish, i n a.ddition to 
the o f f i c i a l language of tho country i n which they rs s i d c , f o r language i s the 
expression of the s p i r i t of a peoplo, and the vehicle of i t s cohesive and i n s p i r i t i n g 
t r a d i t i o n s , Pg.cility i n one's native langua.ge i n addition to the o f f i c i a l la.ngU3.ge 
of one's .country can produce an enrichment of the herita.ge of the entire people and 
can a.ct a.s a sta.bilizing influence i n society, while the cu l t u r a l oppression which 
seeks to obliterate minority langua.ges can have a deracina.ting and'demoralizing 
effect tha,t w i l l be very d i f f i c u l t to correct. Eur-themore, Baha'is advocate 
the development or adoption of an international aujxiliary language by which a l l the 
peoples of a l l countries and c-ultural ba.ckgrounds w i l l be able to communicate. 

Concerning the right to education, Balia'is a,dvoca.te a, programme of universal 
education f o r a l l peoples, of wha.tover ra.ce or ciüture, and f o r men and women a l i k e . 
The aim must be to make education of the highest possible quality availa.ble to every 
segment of tho popula.tion. In some casos indigenous popula.tions may have special 
needs which must be taken into a.ccount. These would include, f o r example, a.s 
pointed out by the Special Ra.pporteur i n chapter XIII of his study, 1/ the need f o r 
school f a c i l i t i e s which are accessible to r u r a l areas a,s well a.s for. teachers who 
have command of the na.tivo tongue. 

The ediication of indigenous populations, l i k e that of other popula.tions, 
should encoura.ge the acquisition of such spirit-ool q u a l i t i e s as understa.nding, 

' 1/ Study of the Problem of Discrimination Aga.inst Indigenous Populations, 
(E/CN.4/Sub.2/1985/21/Add.2), cha.pter X I I I , pp. 31-49. 
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conpassion and honesty, and should foster the development of a heartfelt appreciation 
f o r other cultures and the eliraina,tion of prejudices of a l l kinds. 2j 

In conclusion, i n the Baha'i view, the f u l l enjoyment of human rights by 
indigenous peoples reqirLres a recognition tha.t such populations form part of a 
d i v e r s i f i e d world community a,nd contribute, through the uniqueness of t h e i r cultures, 
to the enrichment of tho whole of society. In this s p i r i t , we express the sincere 
hope that the international community, Governments and the indigenous peoples 
themselves w i l l work together to ensure the f u l l protection of the rights of 
indigenous populations. 

2/ I b i d . , p.81, para..289; p .94j paras.333 and 335. 


