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Article 46 
Composition of the Consultative Board on the World Cocoa Economy 

 1. The Consultative Board on the World Cocoa Economy shall be composed of 
experts from all sectors of the cocoa economy, such as: 

(a) Associations from the trade and industry; 

(b) National and regional cocoa producer organizations, from both the public and 
private sectors; 

(c) National cocoa exporters’ organizations and farmers’ associations; 

(d) Cocoa research institutes; and 

(e) Other private sector associations or institutions having an interest in the 
cocoa economy. 

2. These experts shall act in their personal capacity or on behalf of their 
respective associations. 

3. The Board shall be composed of eight experts from exporting countries and 
eight experts from importing countries as defined in paragraph 1 of this article.  These 
experts shall be appointed by the Council every two cocoa years.  The members of the 
Board may designate one or more alternates and advisers to be approved by the Council.  In 
the light of the experience of the Board, the Council may increase the number of members 
of the Board. 

4. The Chairman of the Board shall be chosen from among its members.  The 
chairmanship shall alternate between exporting and importing countries every two cocoa 
years. 

CHAPTER XVII   FINAL PROVISIONS 

Article 53 
Depositary 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations is hereby designated as the Depositary 
of this Agreement. 

Article 54 
Signature 

This Agreement shall be open for signature at United Nations Headquarters from 
1 October 2010 until and including 30 September 2012 by parties to the International 
Cocoa Agreement, 2001, and Governments invited to the United Nations Cocoa 
Conference, 2010. The Council under the International Cocoa Agreement, 2001, or the 
Council under this Agreement may, however, extend once the period of signature of this 
Agreement. The Council shall immediately notify the Depositary of such extension. 

Article 55 
Ratification, acceptance, approval 

1. This Agreement shall be subject to ratification, acceptance or approval by the 
signatory Governments in accordance with their respective constitutional procedures. 
Instruments of ratification, acceptance or approval shall be deposited with the Depositary. 

 2. Each Contracting Party shall notify the Secretary-General whether it is an 
exporting Member or an importing Member at the time of deposit of its instrument of 
ratification, acceptance or approval or as soon as possible thereafter. 
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Article 56 
Accession 

 1. This Agreement shall be open to accession by the Government of any State 
entitled to sign it. 

 2. The Council shall determine under which of the annexes to this Agreement 
the acceding State is to be deemed to be listed, if such State is not listed in any of these 
annexes.  

 3. Accession shall be effected by deposit of an instrument of accession with the 
Depositary. 

Article 57 
Notification of provisional application 

 1. A signatory Government which intends to ratify, accept or approve this 
Agreement or a Government which intends to accede to the Agreement, but which has not 
yet been able to deposit its instrument, may at any time notify the Depositary that, in 
accordance with its constitutional procedures and/or its domestic laws and regulations, it 
will apply this Agreement provisionally either when it enters into force in accordance with 
article 58 or, if it is already in force, at a specified date. Each Government giving such 
notification shall inform the Secretary-General whether it is an exporting Member or an 
importing Member at the time of deposit of giving such notification or as soon as possible 
thereafter. 

 2. A Government which has notified under paragraph 1 of this article that it will 
apply this Agreement either when it enters into force or at a specified date shall, from that 
time, be a provisional Member. It shall remain a provisional Member until the date of 
deposit of its instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession. 

Article 59 
Reservations 

 Reservations may not be made with respect to any of the provisions of this 
Agreement. 

Article 60 
Withdrawal 

 1. At any time after the entry into force of this Agreement, any Member may 
withdraw from this Agreement by giving written notice of withdrawal to the Depositary. 
The Member shall immediately inform the Council of the action it has taken. 

 2. Withdrawal shall become effective 90 days after the notice is received by the 
Depositary. If, as a consequence of withdrawal, membership in this Agreement falls below 
the requirements provided for in paragraph 1 of article 58 for its entry into force, the 
Council shall meet in special session to review the situation and to take appropriate 
decisions. 

Article 61 
Exclusion 

 If the Council finds, under paragraph 3 of article 52, that any Member is in breach of 
its obligations under this Agreement and decides further that such breach significantly 
impairs the operation of this Agreement, it may, by special vote, exclude such Member 
from the Organization.  The Council shall immediately notify the Depositary of any such 
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exclusion. Ninety days after the date of the Council’s decision, that Member shall cease to 
be a member of the Organization. 

Article 62 
Settlement of accounts with withdrawing or excluded Members 

 The Council shall determine any settlement of accounts with a withdrawing or 
excluded Member. The Organization shall retain any amounts already paid by a 
withdrawing or excluded Member, and such Member shall remain bound to pay any 
amounts due from it to the Organization at the time the withdrawal or the exclusion 
becomes effective, except that, in the case of a Contracting Party which is unable to accept 
an amendment and consequently ceases to participate in this Agreement under the 
provisions of paragraph 2 of article 64, the Council may determine any settlement of 
accounts which it finds equitable. 

Article 64 
Amendments 

 1. The Council may, by special vote, recommend an amendment of this 
Agreement to the Contracting Parties. The amendment shall become effective 100 days 
after the Depositary has received notifications of acceptance from Contracting Parties 
representing at least 75 per cent of the exporting Members holding at least 85 per cent of 
the votes of the exporting Members, and from Contracting Parties representing at least 75 
per cent of the importing Members holding at least 85 per cent of the votes of the importing 
Members, or on such later date as the Council may, by special vote, have determined. The 
Council may fix a time within which Contracting Parties shall notify the Depositary of their 
acceptance of the amendment, and, if the amendment has not become effective by such 
time, it shall be considered withdrawn. 

 2. Any Member on behalf of which notification of acceptance of an amendment 
has not been made by the date on which such amendment becomes effective shall, as of that 
date, cease to participate in this Agreement, unless the Council decides to extend the period 
fixed for acceptance for such Member to enable it to complete its internal procedures. Such 
Member shall not be bound by the amendment before it has notified its acceptance thereof. 

 3. Immediately upon adoption of a recommendation for an amendment the 
Council shall communicate to the Depositary copies of the text of the amendment. The 
Council shall provide the Depositary with the information necessary to determine whether 
the notifications of acceptance received are sufficient to make the amendment effective. 

CHAPTER XVIII   SUPPLEMENTARY AND TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS 

Article 65 
Special Reserve Fund 

 1. A Special Reserve Fund shall be maintained for the sole purpose of meeting 
the eventual liquidation expenses of the Organization. The Council shall decide how the 
interest earned on this Fund will be used. 

 2. The Special Reserve Fund established by the Council under the International 
Cocoa Agreement, 1993, shall be transferred to this Agreement for the purpose set out 
under paragraph 1. 

 3. A non-Member of the International Cocoa Agreements, 1993 and 2001, 
which becomes a Member of this Agreement shall be required to contribute to the Special 
Reserve Fund. The contribution of such Member shall be assessed by the Council on the 
basis of the number of votes to be held by the Member. 
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Article 66 
Other supplementary and transitional provisions 

 1. This Agreement shall be considered as a replacement of the International 
Cocoa Agreement, 2001.  

 2. All acts by or on behalf of the Organization or any of its organs under the 
International Cocoa Agreement, 2001, which are in effect on the date of entry into force of 
this Agreement and the terms of which do not provide for expiry on that date shall remain 
in effect unless changed under the provisions of this Agreement. 

 DONE at Geneva on 25 June 2010, the texts of this Agreement in the Arabic, 
Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish languages being equally authentic. 

    

 


