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INTF,RNATIONAL COVE MNTS ON HUMAN RIGHTST ELABORATION OF A
SECON D OPTIONAL PROTOCOL TO THE IMERNATIONAL CO\D}iAI\II ON

CIVIT AND POLITICAL RIGHTS. AIMING AT THE ABOLITION OF

THE DEATH PANAITY

t{ot e by the Secretary-ceneral

1. At its thirty-fifth session, the ceneralatssembly, in its decision 35/437 of
1"5 fEcember 1980, took note of t}Ie draft resolution entitled "I'leasures airning at
the ultimate abolition of capital punishment (draft Second Optional Protocol to the
International covenant on CiviI and poLiticat Riqhts) ", ! and decided to consider
at its thirty-sixth session under the iten entitted "InLernational covenants on
Hunan Riqhtsrr, the idea of elaboratinq a draft of a second optional protocol to the
Covenant. It al-so requested the Secretary-General to transnit the draft resolution
to Governnents for the ir conments and observations and to report to the Assenbly at
its thirty-sixth session.

2. At its thirty-sixth session, the ceneral Assembly, in its resolution 36159
of 25 November 1981, took note of the report of the secretary-ceneral on the item
(A/36/44L and Add.l and 2) and invited Menber States to subnit furtber conments and
observations on the draft resolution referred to in paragraph I above, to be
ircluded in the report to be suhnitted by the Secre tary-ce nera I to the cenerat
Assenbly at its thirty-seventh session.

3. At ics thirty-seventh session, the ceneral Assembly, in its re soluLion 37 /L92
of 18 Decenber L982, took note of the report of the Secretary-cenera I (A/37 /4O7
and Add,l) and requested the commission on Human Riqhts to consider t}le idea of
elaborating a' draft of a second optional protocol to the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Riqhts, aininq at the abolition of the death penalty, at its
thirty-ninth and fortieth sessions and to subrnit, tirough the Econon ic and Social
Council, a report to the Assenbty at its thirty-ninth session.

4. At its forti e th
Comnission on Hunan
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session, by its resolution 1984/19 of 6 l4arch !9a4,2/ t-}le

Rights, recallinq General Assenbl-y resolution 37/I92, decided
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to transmit to the Subconunlssion on prevention of Discrinination and Protection of
ltinorities the draft of a second optlonal protocol, together with all the pertineht
documents and material from the comnlssion anal the Assenblyr and invited the
$rb-comnission to consider the idea of elaborating a draft of a second optional
protoco.L at its thiE ty-seventh session and to subrnit its views thereon to the
corunission at its forty-first session. In the same resolutlon' the conmission a16o
invited the subconnission to consider establishirq a sessional working group at
its thirty-seventh session to consider the idea of elaborating a draft of a second
optional protocoL? requested the secre tary-Genera I to inforn the General Assenbly
at its thirty-ninth session of the action taken by the connission at its fortieth
session and by the subcornnisslon at its tiirtFseventh session; and decided to
consider this natter further at its forty-first session.

5. At its thirty-seventh session the SutsConnission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Ml.norlties, in its resolution L984/7
of 28 August 1984, taking note of the draft of the aecond optional protocoL and the
pertinent docunrents fron the General Assenbly and the comlission on Euman Rights
requested the Commission on Hunan Rights to recd[tnend to the Economic and Socia].
Council to authorize the Slb-Comnission to entrust l,lr. l'larc bssuyt with the
preparation of an analysis corcerning t-he proposition to elaborate a second
optional protocol, taking int.o account the docunEnts considered and the views
exlre ssed j.n the Assembly, the CoNnission and the SutsConnission in favour or
against the idea of elaborating such protocoli and to present on the basis of his
analysis re ccf,nmendations for further consideration by the SuFconnission at its
thirty-ninth session under the agenda item entitled trThe administration of justice
and the hurnan rights of detaineesr',

tlote s

L/ official Records of the ceneral Assenbly. Thirty-fif th session, Anne:<e s,
ag enda item 65, docunent A/35n42, para. 20.

Z/ official Records of the Ebonon ic and social council, 1984, suppleme nt
l,lo. 4 (E/1984,/14), chap. rr.A.




