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QUESTIONS RELATING TO INFORMATION

I. INTRODUCTION

1. rn its resotut ion 3g/82 B of 15 Decenber 1983. the General Assembly requested

the sec retary-General to subnit a report to it at its thirty-ninth session on the

implenentation of che resolution anal in particular, on lhe irnplernentation of all
the recommendations contained in the annex to the resolution'

2. In several instances, the Secretary-General was asked to report to the

corunittee on rnformation on various aspects of che work of the Departrnent of Public
Infornation. The following docunents relating to topics covered by resolution
38/82 were subnitted to the cornrnittee at its substantive session held fron 16 June

to 6 Juty and on 6 September 1984:

(a) Acquisition ty the United Nations of its own conunuhications satellite
(A/Ac.I98/73) i

(b)world-wideUnitedNationsshort-v'avenett.rork|A/Ac.L98/.|4)t

(c) Report containing concrete proposals in respect to suggestions presented

in paragraphs 44 to 46 of docunent A/AI.I98/6L @/tc'L98/75) i

(d) second progress report on the estab.lishrnent of systernatic procedures for
nonitoring and evaluation of the activities of the Departnent of Public rnfornation
@/Ac.I9e/76) r

(e) RePort on the progranme and activities of the Joinl United Nations

Information Conmiteee @/AC.L98 /77 | i
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(f) Interin report of the fnternational Telecornrnunication Union on Vlorld
Cornrnunicat ions Year (A,/AC.198/79) i

(S) Progress report on the staff of the Departmenc of Public fnfortnation in
posts subject to geographical distributlon (A/AC.I98/801 i

(h) The Departnent of public fnfornation as the focal point for the
fornulation and implementation of information activities of the Uhited Nations
(A/Ac.198/82),

(i) Infornation and docunents of the United Nations centre on Transnational
Corporations reLevant to the nandate of the Committee on Information (a,zAC.I98,z81) .

3. -In addition, oral f,eports h'ere submitted by the Under-Secre tary-ceneral for
Public fnformation on the follorf inq itens on the aqenda of the committee on
fnformation:

(a) Provision of an adequate service in the cerman language by the United
Nations fnforhation Service at vienna in order to act as an inforrnation centre for
Austria and the Federal Republic of cerrnany (lten 5 II (S) ) t

(b) Co-operation betr.reen th€ Departnent of Public fnformation and the Pool of
Non-A1igned News Agencies (item 5 II (h));

(c) Maintenance and enhancernent of the functions of the Middle East and
Arablc Radio unit (itern 5 II (k)).

4. The deliberations of the Commlttee on Infornation with respect to those
reports and its reconnendations are contained ln lts report to the ceneral
Assembly. l/ rne present report therefore avoids repetition of the contents of the
reports subnitted to the Corunittee and deals mainly with the folloering aspects of
General Assembly resolution 38/82 Br

(a) Itens not dealt rr'ith by the connitteet

(b) ftens on whlch the Secretary-ceneral was specifically requested to report
to the Assenbly at its thirty-ninth sessioni

(c) Additional inforrnation bringing up to date the reports subnitted to the
comnittee.

II. RADIO PROGRAMMING IN PORTUGUESE

5. rn paragraph 25 of the annex to resolution 38/82 B, the Secretary-General vras
requested, inler alia, to imptement fully the proposals contained in his report
regarding programrnlng ln the Portuguese language ln the Afrlcan Unit of the Radio
service (A/AC.L98/641.

6. Those proposals have been fully lmplemented ln the course of f984. A radio
producer has been recruited within the African Unit of the Radio Service and weekly
news and feature prograrunes are produced for the Portuguese-speak ing reglons of
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period of the General Assembly, the news progranmes are

basis. In addition' some six special anniversary and thematic

are produced each Year.

III. RADIO PROGRAMMING IN BENGAI'I AND INDONES IAN

7. In paragraph 29 of the annex to resolution 38/82 B' inptetnentation was

requested of the previor;";";;;; recomnendation for the inclusion of Bengali and

Indonesian anong the funqr.g." of the Asian Unit of the Radio service for the

il;;;. of undeitaking pi"giit*i"s at a neaningful tevel' ResPondinq to that
request, the Asian Unrt ;f'the Raiio service has initiated the production of a

weekly progranme in Bengali and a montbly prograrnrne in fndonesian' The process of
recrulting qualified .unJidut"" for the two newty created writer-producer posts in

the Bengali and fndonesian languages is under way'

IV. REOPENING OF THE INFORMATION CENTRE AT JAKAFf,A

8. rn response to paragraph ll of resolut lon 3g/82 B in which the Department of
Public fnfornation vJas inviied to reopen the United Nations Infornation centre at

Jakarta as a matter of priority' negoliations have been initiated in consultation
with the united Nation" t.;;i toon..r and wjth the Permanent Mission of rndonesia

totheUnitealNationsonadraftagreernentbet\"'eentheGovernmentoflndonesiaand
the United Nations on the reopening of the Centre' It is hoped that the agreenent

will be finalized in the near future.

V. APPOIMIMENT OF THE DINXCTOR AT TEE INFORI.'IATION CENTRE AT YAOUNDE

9. under paragraph 12 of resolution 38/82 B' the Department of Public Information

was invited to give a favourable reply to the reguest of the Government of Cameroon

that the United Nations Infornation centre at Yaound6 be strengthened and that a

full-time director be appointed. The appointrrent of the director for the

Infornation centre at yatund6 has been under active consideration'

VI. APPOINTI'{ENT OF TEE DIRECTOR AT THE INFORMATION CENTRE AT BU']UMBUFA

10, under paragraph 13 of resolution 38/82 B, the Department of Public rnfortnation

was invited to give a favourable reply to the request of the Goverrunent of Burundi

lhat the United Nations Information Centre at Bujumbura be strengthened. and that a

full-tirne director be appointed. The appointnent of the director for the
Ihforrnation centre at nuJunbura has been under active consideration'

VII. CO-OPERATION BETWEEN THE DEPARTMENT OT' PUBLIC INFORMATION AND THE

UNION OF NATIONAT RADTO AND TELEVISION ORGANI ZATIONS OF AFRICA

lI. In paragraph 24 of the annex to resolutlon 3s/82 B, the General Assenbly

requested the sec retary-General to continue the co-operation between the Department

/...
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of Pubric rnfornation and the union of Nationaf Radio and rerevision organizationsof Africa, as well as vrith radio srations which ;";;-;;;.;"-;;';;; ilnion, ,norder to broadcast united Nation" ..ai" pr"q.in-., r.otn those radio stations, andfur'ther requesled the sec retary-Generar to co-operate h'ith the nationar. radiobroadcasting organizations in africa ro. 
"iaer 

-troadcast 
ing of united Natlons radioprogranmes. The Department has been in contact with broa<iiastrng organizations infive African countries concerning various r=p.aa" of the question incrudlng fees tobe charqed for use of their transmitters. rn itri" regard, further infornation frornthe radio statlons concerned is arraited.

L2' The Department of publ-ic 
- 
rnformation has pursued its efforts for co-operationwith the Union of National Radio and r.f.ul"i"i- o.gani zat ions of Africa, as wetl asl'ith radio stations which are nembers of that ttnion and which broadcast unitedNations radio prograrnmes-. The Departmenc was represented at the annual neeting ofthe union held earlier this year. on that o""u"ion, consultations rrere undertakennith broadcastinq officrars of a number or couiiries in the regioh. The Departmentreeeived assurances frorn menbers of the union that they h'ourd continue to utirizefas far as possibre, united Nation. progrurr." in tn"i. broadcast schedules.

VTII. WORLD DISARMAT..IENT CAMPAIGN

13' rn paragraph 48 0f the annex to resorution 38/g2 B, the Department of publicfnformation was asked to fulfil the role asslgned to it by the ceneral Assernblytrithin the !{orld Disarnament canpaign and nisarrnanent week by utilizing itsexpertise and resources in pubrii i"t"u"ti""-io .n"ur. maxinum effectiveness. rnresponse to that nandate and those in paragraph 6 of Assernbly resorution 38/73 D of15 December 1983 and paragraph 7 of Assembly resolution 3g[83 L of
?9_?:::lF:.t983r a. reporr on the Deparrr.r,i'" u"ri.,iries underraken inrnprementation of the canpaign is incorporated in lhe report of thesecreta ry-ceneral on the World Disarrnam^ent Canpiign to tire Assenbly at itsthirty-nlnth session.

IX. SECOND ROIND TABLE ON A NEW VIORLD TNFORMA?TON AND
COMMUNTCAT TON ORDER

L4' rn paraqraph 17 0f resolution 38/82 B, the secretary-ceneral was reguestedensure the convening of a second ,oonb trbi. in I9g5 
'n 

-oraer t"-foiior-rp tt.progress made toreards the establishrnent of a nerd irorld information andcotnmunication order, in which professional journalists, decision_makers andresearchers in the various disciplines conclrned, representatives of theinternational tnedia and professional organizations and associations rarouldparticipate' rn response to that r.qu.rt, the Departnent of public rnfornationalready held consultations nith urrrrsio 
"'iit . ui"" ao convening a round tablein 19 85.
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