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I€tter oated 5 SeFtember 1984 frorr tbe Pernanent Represenlative ct
Japan to tbe United Nations aodresseo to Lbe secretary-General

I bave lhe honour to refer to your urgenl appeal ot 16 February 1984
concerning the economic and social crises besetting Africa, and to infarn
Your Excellency ot the various neasures vrbicb Japan has Laken in response tbereto.

, Japan fully shares tfle grave concern and deep synpathy of the international
connunity for the peoples ot Atrica \^'ho have been suffering from the ettects of
severe drought and f ani.ne to! lhe past I0 

'ears. 
As a measure ot this concefn,

Japanrs Foreign Minister. Mr. Shintaro Abe, announced at Lhe OECD l.4inisterxal
Conference in l,lay that this year Japan Llould extend tood-lel.ated assistance to
Africa anrountj.ng to more than $I00 nillion.

I!,talor sCeps taken by the Japanese covernrnent in lhe nonths since your appeal
include the f ollow inq:

]. The Governrnent ot Japan decided, on 15 uarch, to provioe enetgency food
assistance anounting to $2 million to Ethiopia, sonal.ia, Ghana' Senegal and
Mozanbique.

2. On March 9' Lhe covernnent ot Japan decided Lo cbannel through the lorld
Food Progranne approxinately $?.3 nrillion in food ai.d to refugees in Sona.I i'a 'the Sudan and Ch ad.

3. At the Second Internatj,onaf Conference on Assistance to Refugees in
Africa beld at Geneva this Fast Ju1y, Mr. Isbi[,atsu Nitagawar ParlianenLary
vice-Minister fo! Foreign Affairs of Japan. nade a pledge ot $6 rLillion for
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African retugee assistance to UNHCR, earnarked as io-].lo!'s: (a) approximately
$1.5 nillion for c,eneral prograrmes, (b) $1.2 nj.Ilion for Sornalie.
(c) $l nilli.on for the Sudan, (d) $0,7 nillion for zaire, (e) $0.3 million
each for Uqanoa and Etbj.opra, ano {f) $0.5 mrllion eactr for Burundi and
zimbab\^'e. He also made a pledge ot $6.5 nil.lion for hFp-channeled tood
assislance to refugees in Sonafia, the Sudan and Chad.

Moreoverr in the area of refugee-related devel.opmenl projects he
indicated that Japan attaches particular importance to projects in such f ie]ds
as lrater supply and tiealth and sanitation, which vJould directlv benetit
refugees as lreLI as tbe loca1 population.

4. At tbe l-7th neeting ot the Comr,ittee on I'ood Aid pol-icies aDd pregranmes
ot tfre korld Fbod progranme, the Japanese delegation stated that it woufd
consider earnarkj.ng Japanrs 1984 contribution ot 92 nillron to the
Ihternational Energency Fboo Reserve for countries in Africa.

5. On 10 August, the Governrnent decided to offer, for distri,bution througb
UNICEF and the horld Fbod programe, 400.000 neafs of hard t,iscuits, stocked
by municipal- governments as enetgency rations, to tbe victims of drought in
Senegal, Ma]r and Ethiopia. The Japanese covernnent rrill also contrj.bute
$I00,000 tor transportation and other related expenses.

6. In addition. the covernment of Japan has been dramatically increasing
food aid and food production assistance lo Airican countries on a bifateral.
basi s.

In order to prornote a deeper understanding of Africa and its problems among
the Japanese peopl.e, relevant nonjovernmental organizations have designated the
one-nontb period starting frorr,28 Septenb,er as the "Month ot Africa". Duxing the
montb, a number ot Africa-related evenls, such as a fj.l-n festival, an exhrnrtion
concelnrng the preservation of Africa's natural envi.rorunent, and serninars on
Africa. will be beld throuqhout Japan.

canpaigns to raise funds Lo aid the victins of severe drougfrts in Af[ica are
aLso being unoertaken, and vill reach a clir,ax during the ,'Month ot Africa,'. For
exanlple. a group of volunteers witbrn the Japanese Foreign !.tin1sLr]- are t,olding
"hunger luncbes" twi.ce{onLh1y. (very sifi,pte nears are provided, and Fartici.pantscontrlbute to an Atrican relief fund the anount they woulo nornrally spend for
luncb.) Tbis effort has cauqbt the altention of the pub.tic, and si.ntLar qatberings
are now being orqanized in torrns and cities aII over Japan. Other fund-raisinq
activilies are afso under l.ray, eliciting a response among the Japanese public tbat
is alnost vrithout tritecedent.

I would greatly appreciale it if your Excellency wou.ld circulate this letter
as an off i-cial document ot tbe Generat Assenblv under ilen 12 of ttJe provisional
agenda.

I

(Signed) Mizuo KURODA
Arrbassador b{traord ina ry

and Plenipotentia ry
Permanent RepresenLative of Japa n

to the United ltations I




