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1. INH.UGURAL ADDRESS BY TH.S PERSONAL ROPRUSENTATIVE OF THS SLCRP.»TARY-G_NERAL
(item 1 of the previsional sgenda)

The AGTING PRSSIDNT, speaking as personal representative of the
Sceretury-General, said that he had great pleasure in opening, on behalf of the
Seeretary-General of the United Nations s the Conference of Plenipotent:‘.aries on
the Status of Refugees and Stateless Persons , and in welcoming ‘the representa-
tives of Stotes taking part in the Conference as plenipotentiaries or as observers.
He was also pleised to welcome his friend and collesgue, Mr. van Heuven-Goedhart,
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, who was taking part in the

Conference's work o the invitation of the Genersl Assambly.,

By deciding to convene the Conference s the General Assembly had carried on
the great troditicn of internationsl organizations in protecting refugees and
stuteless persons, a tradition begun by the Leagﬁe of Nations after the first
" world wer und teken up cgain after the second world war by the United Nations
" Reldief und Rehabilitution Administration (UNRRA), by thé L'qndon Inter-Governmental
Committee for Refugees and, finally, by the Unii:‘ed Nations itself and the Inter-
national Refugee Organizution (IRO).

after electing its officers and adopting its agenda und rules of procedure,
the Conference would proceed with the work assigned to it by the CGeneral assembly,
- nanely, "... %o complete the drafiing of, and to sign, both the Convention
relating to the Status of Refugees and the Protocol relating to the Status of
.Stateles,s Persons?, Judging by the use of the words "to complete the drefting
- of, and to sign, both the Convention .... and the Protocol® the intention of the '
| General Assembly was not, in his opinion, that the _'Coni‘erence should draft
completely new texts. He drew attention to document A/CONF.2/1, whieh contaired
| the text of a draft Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and of a draft .
Protocol relating to the Status of Stateless Persons, und proceeded briefly to
| outline the genesis and development of those draft instruments.

. In accordance with Resolution 116 (VI) D adopted by the Economic and Social
‘Council at its sixth session, the Secrctary-General, in consultation with the IRD s
Secretariet and other :a.nterested avthorities, had prcwd a Study of Stutelessness B
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(E/112 and idd.l), the first part of which related to the improve:ixent of the
status of stuteless persons end reifugees amd ended with a s;ries of recgmenda-
ticns submitted by the Secretury-General to the Economic :nd Social 'Council; the
most important of which reluated to the necessity for concluding a convention,
besed on international agreements already in foree, which would lay down the
legal) stutus of stateless persons and refugees. That recommendation specified
the ossential points which, in the opinion of the Secretary-General, the conven-
tion should cover if stateless persané and rsfugees‘were %0 be granted a

satisfactory legal statuse

I£ should be noted that. both in the title of the Secreiary-General's Study
and in Council resolution 116 (VL) D, reference wos mode o statelesa persons
only. But it clecrly emerged froem the text of the first part of the Studs' that
wast was pr:unarily contemplated wes the protect:.on of so-called de fucto stateless
persons or refugees, in other words, persons, who for cortain reasons , Found

" themselves outsa.de the borders of the countries of which they were legally
naticnels, and who either could not or did not wish to uvm.l themselves of the '

diplomatic protection of those countries.

The Economic znd Sociul Council had ch.scussed ‘the roport und the recemnenda— :
tions of the Seerstury-General at its ninth session. On 8 Lugust, 1949, it had
adopted Resolution 248 (IZ) B establishing an ad hoe committee to study the =

- internotional status of refugees and stateless persons and to consider ways and -
means of abolishing statelessness. That cammittee had met abt Take Success from.
16 Junuary - 16 February 1950 und had drawn up a draft convention on the status
of refugees und a draft protocol on the status of statelese persons, Its raport‘ :
‘was to be found in document E/1618. E

st its eleventh sesjion, the Economic and Social Gouncil had adopted, on -
,16' \ugust 1950, resolution 319 (XI) B, whereby it took note of the Committee!s "
report end of the draft inetruments which it had prepared. In the soame
*resolut:.on the Council had rsquested the Secretary-Geneml to convene the ad hoc
conmi‘otee aga:.n to revise the two drafts in the light of obsewa‘bzons from ]
. gewernments end of opmons expressed by members of the COuncil. The Counc:l.l
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had also decided that the texts of the preamble to and of article 1 of the draft |

Convention, in which the term “refugse! was dafined, should 'be» replaced by other |
_texts drcfted by the Council itself.

The second session of the Ad hoc Committee had been held in Geneva from
U - 25 August, 1950, The Committee had revised the two drafts according to
the instructions given to it, und its report was contuined in document E/1850.
The report hcd been submitted to the fifth session of the Genércl assembly in
conformity with the wishue of the ZSconomic and Sociul Council,

The Third Committse of the Gereral ..3sembly had shown special interest in
two matters, The first related to the definition of the temm "regfugee! as used |
in the Convention, & key question, since it detsrmined the categories-.of perscms}j1
who would benefit uncea the Convention. The Third Committee had proposed a ;
definition which differed in some respect from that proposed by the Zconomic and’
Socisl Council, and which had been further amended by the General Assembly itself
in plenary session. The second matter concerned the procedure to be followed -
in finalizing the drufting ¢nd signing of the two instruments, The Third J
Comnittee, and later the General Assembly itsslif, had finelly decided to convene .
& conference of plenipotentiaries for the reasons given in General issembly |

resolution 429 (V), namely:

UConsidering the desircbility of enabling the govermments of States not
Members of the United Nations to participate in the final stages of the -
drafting of the Convention reluting to the Status of Refugees, as
prepared by the ad hoc Committee on Ruefugees and Stateless Persons and
the Zeonomic and Sociul Council," ete.

The Conference of Plenipotentiaries was a sovereign body bui, in the) op:mion
of the General issembly, its function wus essentially %o revise and f:.m.l:ze the
two draft instruments, ~‘I'he resolution expressed that idea in several places, .
particularly in the part in which it was stated that the Generul issembly k

"Recommends to governments puarticipating in the conference to take into

consideration the draft Cenvention submitted by the Zoonomic and Soelal

Council and, in purticular, the text of ths definition of the temm ‘;
trefugee! as set forth in the annex hereto", T
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The texts referred to the Conference by the General Assembly had been
carefully examined by o number of United Netions orguns which included in their
‘menbership many eminent specialists in the fields concerned. It was therefore
robably safe to say that the texts had reached a certain maturity. In those
circumstances he ventured to hope that the Conference would not find it too )
gifficult to complete its work.within the three weeks prescribed for the session. ;

2, EIECTION OF THE PR3SIDINT aND VICE-PRuSIDENTS {item 2 of the provisional
agenda) o

~ Mr, CHANCE (Canada) nominated Mr. Larsen, the head of the D:mish
delegation, for the office of President. Mr. Lorsen had served as Vice-Chairman
of the Ad Hos Committes at its first session, and as its Chairman at the second
session. Thus, by electing him President the Conference would preserve a

gertain continuity in the work on the texts before it.
r. HERMSNT (Belgium) supported the nominution.

The 4CTING PRSSIDENT suggested that, if no other nominaticns were
forthecoming, a motion for the closure of nominations would be in order.

Mr. WARREN (United States of america) moved the closure of nominations,

The motion for‘ the closure of nomlnatlons ‘was_ unanimously adop_t_.ed.
Mr. Larsen (Denmark} was elected President by ceclamation.

Mr. Lorsen took the Chair.

The PR:SIDENT thanked the Conforence for the great'honoux; which it had =
conferred upon him, though he resretted that the Cunadian representotive, vho had
wide diplomatic experience and an aptitude for promoting collaboration betweeis
“the representat:.ves of States, hzd not been elected in his place. He nevertheless
hoped that all delegations would co-operate efi‘ect:wely under his (the President’s)
gu:.dance and thus maintain the h(.ppy trad:n.t:.on built up at Lake Success and-

_ Geneva in eluborating the druft Convention. He trusted that all represemativas
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would work together in amity, and would eventually be able to report to their
Governments that work on the Convention had finally been completed.

He reczlled that the two Vice-~-Presidents had still to be elected and invited
nominations for thoscoffices.
dMre GIRALDO-JARAMILLO {Colombia) nominated Mr. Herment (Belgium) and
iir. Miras (Turkey) for the offices of Vice-President of the Conference.
There being no further nominations,

Mr. Herment (Belgium) and Mr, Miras (Turkey) were elected Vice-Presidents

by acclumation.

- 3.  ADDRZSS BY MR. MOD&ROW, DIRLCTOR OF TH. AUROPZAN OFFICS OF TH& UNITED NaTIONS -

lir. MODSROW, Director of the suropean Office of the United Nations,
welcomed the plenipotentiaries and assured them that the administrative and
general services of the Zuropean Office were at their entire disposal to help
them in their work. He invited delegations taking part in the Conference to let
him know their wants, as well as zny comments or complaints they might have to
make about the administrative services for the Conference. He reminded them
that the eurliest activities of the United Netions at the Pulais des Notions had
been concerned with the refugee problem. - The General Confercnce of UNRRa had
been hold at Geneva in 1946, following the transfer to the United Nations of the
functions of the League of Nations. It was at Geneva also that the Preporatory '
Commission for the Inturnational Refugee Organizetion had met in February 1947, 7
Sines then, all the meetings of the IR0 Executive Cormittee had beun held at
“Geneva, and for. two years the Pulais dus Nations had housed the Secerctariat of
that Organization. Meetings hed also been hold in Genova in comnexion with |
Palestine refugees, and the id hoe Cormittee on Refugees and Stateless Persons had
“held its second session there. Thus for five yeurs, the Zuropecan Cfilce of the |
United Nations had maintained close and unbroken contzet with the international
~organizations dvaling with the refugee question. |
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* The tosk of the Conference was to lay permanent internationsl foundations
which the treatment to be accorded to refugess und stuteless persons could be . °\
based once and for all. He hoped that important task would be successfully
accomplished, : .

4o TELEGRal OF CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FRIGIDENT OF THI SWISS CONFEDERATION

The PRESIDENT ohserved that the Coni‘ei'ence was enjoying the hospitality
of & country with a high reputation and traditions ;Ln the field covered by its
terms of reference, and proposed that a telegram of congratulction be sent, as a
token of appreciation, to the President of the Swiss Confederatlon on the

occusion of his seventieth birthday.

It was so agreed. ‘

5. ADOFTION OF THE PROVISIONAL aG-NDA (item 3 of the provisional agunda)
{&/CONF.2/2/Rev.l)

The Eroﬁ.siona.l agenda g&[CONF.2£2[Rev.12 was_adopted without comment.

be ADOPTION OF THE rROVISION..L RULES OF PROCEDURE (item 3 of the agenda)
(n/CONF 2/3 and Corr.l thereto)

The .CH-IRMAN invited comments on the prov:.siom.l rules of procedure
(:./CONF.2/3 and Corr.l theréto).

MOSTAFA Bey (Bgypt) wondered what was the best procedurs for the.
organiza.tion'of the Confercnce!s work. The President seemed to be rather too
anxious to press shead. But before the Conference adopted the provisioml rules

of procedure, it would be as well for representatives to read them, at leaste

The PRiSIDENT agreed that regresentatives should have time to study the
PI'OVlSIOﬂul rales of procedure, but suggested vhat they should be temporarily =
accepted pendmg formal adoption in their finul form. He Lelieved that they wem‘
ol the. stande.xjd form .customrily used at conferences, and therefore hoped thad '

they would be found acceptables _
. The Pre sident-'s suggestion was unanimously. adopted. -
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