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It is greatly to be hoped that the draft Convention and draft Protocol
submitted to the Conference of Plenipotentiaries on. the Status of Réfugees and
Stateless Persons will become diplomatic instruments signed and ratified by a
large number of governments, for they represent a genuine improvement in the

lot of refugees.

While the draft Convention in its general lines is worthy of wholehearted
support, the Catholic International Union for Social Service would like the
following points to be taken into consideration, with a view to the possible

inclusion of additional articles or recommendations:

(a) In the various moral, legal and material fields) refugees need the hei§5
of the appropriate social services and, more particularly, of qualified non-
governmental organizations. It is therefore to be hoped that governments will
assist and encourage such organizations in their work. The matter might be

covered by a special article in Chapter V of the draft Convention.
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(b) No mention is made in the draft Convention of under-age rcfugaes,
for whom special protective measurcs should be taken, particulsrly by the
inclusion of suitsble texts in the Convention and Protocol, so &s to prevent

the growing up of a new gencration of refugees and stateless persons.

(¢) The draft Conve.tion docs not guarantes refugees frecdom to
practise their religion, and a special article should therefore be prepared

to safeguerd this fundamental right.



