
UNITED
NATIONS

General Assembly(@) Distr.
GENERAL

A/ 39/ 441
6 Septenber

ORIGINAL:

1984

ENGLISE

Xhirty-ninth sess ion
Iten 12 of the provisional agenda*

REFORT OF ITIE E@NOMIC AND SOCIAL COUIICIL

Assistance to studeht refugees in southern Africa

Report of the united Nations High con'nissioner for Refugees

CO!iTENTS

I I. BC'ISViANA

A. @neral s ituat ion

B. Progress in Froject inplenentation .....

C. Olher student-related natter s

III. LES OTHO

A. General situation

B, Progress in project implenentation

C. Other sluoent-reLated matLe! s

IV. ShAZI LAND.

A. General sr.tuation

,. A/39 /L50.

8 4-20816 r361g (E)

Paragraphs Page

t3

2-9

2-5

5-8

I

22- 2A

22-26

10-21

10 - 16

2I

5

6

6



A/39 / 447
English
Page 2

CONTENTS (continued

B. Progress rn pro]ect inplenentation ,....

C. Other studenL-!elated natter s

ZAI'1T BI A

A. Genera.L s i tua tion

B. Other student-relateo natter s

ZIMBABI,CE

@},ICLUDING REMARK S

Paragrap,bs

2A

29-30

29

30

3l - 33

34

Pag e

7

7

7

7

8

I

8

I

vr.

VI I.

An nex. Sumnar)-- of projecls being f inanced by UIIHCR or in co-operacion with
UNHCR in 1983/1984 as at 30 June 1984



A/39 / 447
BE Iish
Page 3

]!iI,RODTJcTION

r. the Generar AssenbLy, in its resolution 3gl95 of 16 Decernber 1983, inter alig,
requested the uniteo tlations Hi.gh btnnissioner tor Refugees, in co<peralion with-
the Secr e tary-Cr neral. to keep the situation of student refugees in southern Africa
under rev{ew, and to report to the Asse[,bly at its thirty-ninCh session. Ihe
plesent report is subnitted in response to that request and covers the perioo fromI July I98 3 to 3 0 .lune l-98 4.

II. BOTSI4ANA

A. C€neraI situaLion

2. Durj.ng the period under review. the Botslrana authorities recorded an averaqe
nontblt arrival ot 20 South Atrrcan and Namibian retugee students.

3. A total of 25 Soueh African and seven Namibian sLudents are enrolled in
institulions ot higher education in Botsrdana. rhey follow various courses at the
University of Botsnana, the Polyt€chnic. the National Health Institute, tsotsuana
Agri.curtural correge ano tea cher -tra in ing colreges, A total of 15 south African
and 17 Nanibian students folron regular courses a! secondary schoor lever whil.e
31 sou th Mricans and 5 ltanribians are assisted by uMicR at the Drkwe Etucational
Resource centre. I\renty-three south Africans and 18 Namibians graduated trom
educational inslitutions during the period under review.

4. AJ- so during the reporting period, 3Z South African students $ho were oBS
(notto Benecke stiftung') schorars returneo fron the FEderar Repubric of cermany
and xenya afcer sucessfully completing various vocational training courseg, Alr of
these studenLs are gaintully employed. Another 56 sbuth African and seven Namibian
students returned fron courses in various otber countries. A total of 40 south
Mrican students vere sponsored by oBs to begin vocational and technicar traininq
courses 1n the Federal Republi.c ot cermany and Kenya,

5. the sludent refugeesr prospects tor resettlenent or educational placenent
abroad are limited. Sj.nce lhe Last report (A/39/429 and Corr.1), one Namibian and
seven south Atrican stuoent refugees have been accepted tor resettlenent in the
United states of Arrerlca and four bave left for resettlement in Canadar a furtber
l0 are awaitlng resettlelrent to Canada and 120 resettl-enent cases bave been
subnitted for consi.deration by the uniced state6. Arrangenents htere alao made for
Lhe departure of 65 Sou tt| African retugee sludenEs to various countries, notably
lhe Uniteo Republic of Tanzania and Zarnbi.a, for re€ettlenent and to pursue
educational. opportunities under the auspices of the African ltationar congress (ANc)
of South Af r ica.

I.
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B. Progress in project iIr,Fler,enta t ion

Project l: utilization of educational f@ of Botswana and

in secondary schools

6, Against tbe guota ot 50 places reserved for studenl retugees at tbe

university, 38 south African refugees are currently pursuinq courses and 16 are

scheduled to be adnitted for the next acadenic year'

7. As reporLed last year, the @vernment ot Botsr"ana has continued to adninj'ster
and finance the junror secondary scbool at l4osbupa and the senior secondar!' scbool

at Palapye for the benefit ot nationals and retugees alike'

Project 23 Du kwe sett-Ienent

8. this multr-PurPose settlement for retugees of various nationalities and

diverse backgrounds continues to provide, inter alia' prinary education' renedial
educationandoPportunitiesforself-relianceforthosesouthAfricanandNanibian
student ref,uqees who are preparing for study or resettlement abroad'

Otber student-related natters

9. IdenCity cafds are novJ autonratlcally issued to all retugees by the Botsv'ana

authorities.

III. LESOTHO

A. Ciener a f situation

10. !rith the enactment of the Refuqee Act in 1983r the Governnent has renewed its
comrnitnenttohonouritsobligationsunderthelg5lt,nitedNationsGnvention
relating to the SLatus of Refuqees ano the 1967 Protocol'

lI. The acbieeenent ot ourable solutions has renained the objective of ulilHcR's

assistance activitres jn Lesotho. In this conneclion, the Refugee Counsellinq
Service operated frorn the UNHCR branch ofti'ce at Maseru is considered to be tbe
basic catllyst for the successful irnplenentation of other assistance measures.

12. rhere are no L{anibian refugees in I€sotho, but the Governnent estimates tbat
Chere are some llr5OO refugees, nainly South Africans' of, scbool age in the

country. Sone 1r300 ot them are legj,stereo t'ith UNHCR and received various forms

of aSsisLance ln the period under review, Most of tbe beneficiaries, products of
the BanLu education systetn ' have poor educational backgrounds' Tbe objective of
educational aasistance to these refugees is, therefore' to inprove their academic

knoul.edge and equip tben with vocational or tecbnic€l- skills wbich wilL allorr' then

to compete effectively fo! jobs in tbe urban narket or to become potenLial
entrepreneurs'
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13. there are currentl.y 35 retugee pupils in primary schools while 39 are ebrolled
in secondary and voca tional/ tech n ical sctools; 42 refugee students are purauing
courses at the llational Ltrriversity of r€sotbo, 25 ot vJhon are continuing students
and 17 of whom are new. A total ot 209 Soulh African refugee student€ benefit tron
scholarsbip assistance provided by the foltowing or-qanizations!

Ilorld University Service
ttnited lilations HucaLional and Traj.ning

Progr arDne for Southern Africa
African Anerican fnstitu te
Ecunenical Scholarship progr anme

Cbristian Oouncil ot I€socno
Lutbuli Cultural and lelfare Servrce, Lonoon

United Nations Conwission tor !{anibia

6.'

79

lt
7

I8
l

I

14. During tbe reporting period, 156 Soulh Africans of school aqe arrj.ved and
regj,stered as asy.l,um-seeker s j.n I€sotho.

L5. In the course of the sane year, 25 student retugees were resettled in
Mozambique and seven in ttte Unj.ted Repubtic ot Tbnzania,. three others were accepted
for resettrenent in canada and one ras admitted to the united Ningdon of Great
Britain and l.lortlern Ireland. In addition, a total of ?S seudent refugees rrent to
the United Republic of Tanzania to pursue further educational opportunities wbile
three otbers lrere adnitted t'o Canada for b j.gher studies under the sponsorsbip of
!he !,iorlo University Service (ViUS).

16. Five of the eight refugees r^,ho successtully conpleted vocacional and technj.cal
training courses in the Federal Republic of cerman!. are now enployedi tbe otber
three have been accepted for resettlement in Canada. Eleven other retugees wbo
successfull.y completed technical trainj.ng prograrunes in Nigerj.a and the United
Republic of Tanzania are now self-enployed j.n lesotho.

Project 1:

E. Ptoqress in Ero'lecg inEfementatiorr

Additional resi.dential and related facilities tor southern Afri.can
student refugees at the National. Universrty ot Lesotho

L'7. these f acil-j,ties, wbich conLinue to benetit retugees ano nationals aIike, were
off iciaUy hanoeo over Lo the covernment ot L€sotbo in Sepcenber 1993. The
Governn€nt, through the Natronal University of ]-esotho, has assumed full
responsibility tor tbei! recurrent costs.

Project 2! Refugee reception centre

18. UNHCR coneinues to cover the recurrent costs lor the operation of tne cenEre,
whicb is located at l4aseru and provj.des temporary accommodation for approxinatel-y
150 reiugees per annum.
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Project 3:

19. To conplernent the activities
continues to provide educationaL,
guidance, to all needy refugees.

Project 4:

of the refuqee reception centre' UNHCR also
legal and social counselling' lncluoing career

Counselling of urban refugees in L€sotho

20. The establrshnent' adminiatration and fundinq of tbis progranne ' which aims co

bringstudentsuptotneaorDisslonstandardsotthelibtionalUniveraityofl€sotbo'
conLinues to be handleal on a bilaterat basis between the Governnent of Lesotbo and

the Elropean Econonic Contmunity. Ihe l€tional Lniversity of l-esotho' in
partnership nith tbe Free Unive!sity of Ansteroam' has conlinued to adntit retugees

into tbe Prograrme.

c. olher student-related natlers

2]... As part of efforts to protnote tbe locat integration and self-reliance ot aII
refugees in l€sotho, nany ol wbon are young people' UNHCR ' in co-operalion nith the

Government of l,esotho' nis funtte<t implenentation by the International l€bour

orqanisation (IID) ot a ptogramne of income ieneration through self-empLoymen! and

the estabtishr'ent of snall businesses. Etjll' inplementation of tbis scbene is
dependent on a ttorough study of tbe viability of the refugee businesses proposed

and on the establ'lshnnent of the necessary fi'anaqerial ano follos-up systems'

IV. ShAZI LAND

A- General situati.on

22. Accord rnq to current governnent estinates' there are sone 7'000 letugees in
the country ot lrhon sorne 9i per cent ale soutb Africans residing in the Ntzevane

rural reiugee settlement in soulh-eastern Swazilandt the remaining 5 per cent' r'ho

live rnainly ln the urban districts ot l{babane. l4anzini and Siteki' cone tron
varrous other African States.

23.'rhileUNHCRstitlcontinuestofocusj.tsassistanceactivitiesonlocal
integration of refugees, prlrnarily through tor['al educalion and' where possible'
ernployment, there bave recently been an increased number of apPlications for
resettten'ent ow]'ng Eo restrictions on the granting of asyLum' Diring tbe reportrnq
period, 29 South Atrrcan refugees were resettled in third countries in Africa and

elserybe re.

24. The population of refugee students in Svaziland is based on GovernnenL recolds

andoncasesregist'eredv'ithUNHCR.At30JunelgS4tberefugeestudentpopula|lon
conprised 210 South Atricans and 2 Nanibians'

25. !,tost refuqee students at lhe secondary level are tDarders' but a few reside rn

rented accomnoqation. Ihose studying at universrty level live on the campus' Alr
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expenses related to acconmodation of retugee students throughout the year are borne

by UNHCR or the United Nations Educational and Training Prograrm'e for Southern

Africa (UNETPSA).

26. tjuring the rePorting peri'od' a total of lt4 south African cbildren $ele
provided with nursery ana 

-printary education and 96 South African refugee gtudents

who are enrolled in secootlary schools were provided wi'th tuition fees' books'

uniforns, personal allouancei and otber basic anenities' A total ot 2I0 south

African students altending educational institutions in s},aziland },ere sponsored by

the f ollor,'ing scholar sh lp-awa rd ing agencies:

Nunber of ECuoentsAgency

United tlations High Gtrutissioner for Refugees

Uniteo Nations Educational and Training Progra['me
for Southern Africa

A.t rican Ame!ican Instltute
horld Llniversity service
Epbesus House Bursary ( EllB )

ll. Proqress in project inplenentatlon

27. Tbe expansion anc! improvement ot the facilities at
have nori been conpleted. lltrese facilities have enabled
its policy of reserving t0 to 15 per cent ot its places

193

the university of swa z i land
the universitt to contlnue
fot refugee students.

5

I
9

C, Otber student-related natlers

28. As in previous years, student refugees residing in
it difficult to take advantage of educational placemenc
because lhe Governnent is stlll reluctant !o endorse tbe
Conveotion Travel Docunents, wbich t'ould permit tbern to
their studles.

slraziland continue to i ind
oFportunities abroad
return clause on the ir

return to Sr,raz i land after

V, ZN{EI A

A. General s itua t ion

29, Durrng the perrod under reoien' 5'OOg Nanibiana ano 212 south 
'af 

ricans
received various torns of educational assistance from tn'IHCR ' Tbere are 22 South

African retugee students sponaored by UNHCR at Primary and secondary schools'

Their scholarshiPE cover tuti.tion, books, uniforrns and vacation allorrances' UNHCR

also sponsors ei.llt naminian students at lower secondary level in addition to the

5OO Namibian lefugees vho benetit fron various forms of assistance at the Nyango

Heafth and Education Centre.
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B. Other student-related matters

30. solDe 250 South Afrlcan relugee studenls $bo are araiting educational placement
in Zar'bia or abroad alao receive supplenentary asslstance from UMCR.

VI. ZIfiBABIIE

3I. During the reporting period, the covernnent of Zinbabwe recorded the arrival
of 152 South African refugees, all of rrhon were seeking educational opportunities.
the total nurnber of South Atrican refugees in Zimbabre is 335, tbe ftajortty ot rehon
halre declared a firn interest in pursuing turther education or vocaLional
training. So far, ll, retugees have been resettl-ed nbile tbree bave been accepted
for higher education a broad.

32. There are 99 South African refugee students ehrolled in educational
institutions in Zimbabwe I

Un iversity
Higber secondary inetitutions
Business colleges
Lowsr sgs6n62ry insCituLions
Technical institutions

Financial sponsorship ot tbeia studies is borne by uNHcR for aJ.l those at tt,e lower
secondary and technicar 1evels. uNETpsA provides scho.Larships for seven students
and lius for two students,' the Lutleran lrorrd FederaLion (rhF), zinbabwe christian
councir' British council of orurches and AAr provioe scborarship assistance to the
rest.

33. B€cauae of the acute sbortage of places in educational institutions,
particuLarly at the tertiary level, in z j.mbabwe, sone eligible students cannot gain
admission. The University of Zinbabne, $hile r.rilling to ofter concessionary
admission to refugee students, reguires financiar support from the internationaJ,
connunity to equip its teaching and resealch tacilities.

VI I. CONrcI,UDING REMARXS

34. Arl of the projects originalLy proposed to arreviate tbe burden inposed on
asylum countries by the presence ot student refugees bave been successfully
conPleted and the naterial needs of studen! refugees contlnue to be net througb tbe
generosity of the international conmunitv.

20

30

29

I5
5

l
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ANNEX I

sur,nsrv ot projects being tinanced by uNllCR or in co-operation
with uNItcR in 1993,/1984 a6 ar 30 June 1984

A.

( ttn ited states dollars)

Botardana

L Provision of scholarships in Botswana at tbe
junior secondary or vocational training levels

2. Recurrent expenditures in 1984

(a) Care and maintenance ot aoutheln African
refugees

(b) Tr ansport of south African and Namibian
student retugees for turlhe! studies

(c) counselling gerv ice6

(d) Resettlement

(e) llen multinational eettlement at Dukree

(f) Iocal settlenrent

3, United Nations Trust ltnd for South Afrlca

TotaL

I€9otho

l. Recurrent expendituEe in 1983

(a) Care and rnaintenance

(b) Counselling servicea

(c) Resettlement

(d) Recurrent costs for Transit Centre at l,lasetu

(e) focal aettlenent (including self-enploynent)

2. United Nations Trust ltrbd for south Africa

Total

ernount allocated

?5 000. 0 0

70 000.00

1? 39r.30

4s 000.00

4 000.00

700 000.00

10 00 0.0 0

20 000.00

941 391.30

100 000.00

60 70 0.0 0

30 000.00

15 573.77

452 426.23

50 009i00

708 700. o0

B.
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Amount a llocated

swaziland

1. Recurrent expenditures in 1984

(a) scholarsbips at lower secondary leveL

(b) Care and naintenance of southern Alrican
refugees

(c) counselling services

(d) Ioca I settlement

(e) Resettle&ent

(f) &rral refugee settlenent at I'bzevane

United Nations Trust Fund for South Africa

Oonstruction ot Feception Centre at Mallndza

ToLaL

Zanbia

I. United Nations trust l.und for Soutb Africa

2. Supplernenta ry asslstance projecc tor South
Atrican r efugees

Assistance project for Nanibian refugees at
l,lyango Cen tre

4. MuIti-purpose a ssisLance

lbea l-

Education in lo$er secondary, vocatlonal and technical
training schoo.L s in l$rican countrles (lncluding coses
telating to selection. transport and scbolarshlpa tor
659 Sou th Atrican and tianibian student retugeeg)

2.

120 000.00

80 000.00

48 000.00

48 s20.00

l0 000.00

553 000.00

30 000.00

67 4 91.8 0

956 811.8 0

NiI

180 00 0.0 0

70 000.00

234 ',?56.00

484 756.00

E,

!ota1

GBAND TO4AL

I tl9 855. 00

4 2rl 52 5.10




